
CHAPTER XVI. 

RELlGIOUS HISTORY. 

"The I-ighteous shall be in everlasting remembrimce."-- Psalm 
112 :,G, 

T HE authorities for this chapter are, besides per- 
sonal conversations with those living in 18'77, Hol- 

combe's Baptists in Alabama, Lorenzo Dow's Com- 
plete works, Minutes of the Bethel and other associ:~- 
tions, Minutes of the Alabama Conference and of the 
South Alabama Presbgterg, and a diary kept by M. 
Ezell. 

For the first hundred years of white occupancy here, 
from 1700 to 1800, missionaries connected with the 
French and Spaniards made efforts to instruct the 
Indians and t o  keep up among the European settlers 
and ljojourners the observance of Christian worship. 
I n  Spanisli tiltles, before 1800, s Roman Catholic 
church and parsonage had been ereoted a t  St. Stephens. 
After the Spaniards withdrew, no public religious wor- 
ship was for a number of years maintained. " Hun- 
dreds," savs Picltett, "liorn and bred in the wilder- 
ness," who had become men and women, had never 
seen a minister ,of the .Gospel. The first Protestant 
preacher, who visited the early American settlers along 
the rivers, was the noted and eccentric Lorenzo Dow. 
On the nineteenth. of April, 1803, he  crossed, the 
Oconee river, and meeting with a srnall company who 
were migrating thither, he sot off with them for the 
Tombigbee river. Reaclling the Alabama the cornpany 
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566 0liARK.E AND IT8 SURROUNDIBQ S. 

swam that river, in order to save thirty or forty miles 
travel, but he passed down the river ten miles, and 
staid over night with a family of mixed blood, paying 
for his entertainment one dollar and a half, for himself 
and horse, and then he went to the Tensaw settlement- 
He made an appointment there for the coming Sunday 
and crossed; by the Cut Off, to the Tombeckbee, 
through a cane-brake seven miles in extent. He  there 
found a .thick settlement, and then a scattered settle- 
ment extending 'along the river for seventy miles. 
Through this he sent a chain of appointments which 
he soon after filled. The inhabitants, he says, are 
mostly'English,- by which he probably meant Ameri- 
can, not Spanish nor French- but are ('like sheep 
without a shepherd." This was in May, 1803. (See 
Lorenzo Dow's Complete Works, -page 76.) 

He went westward, returned to New England, .was 
married, came to Nstchez, and then passing throug! 
the Choctaw country, he reached, according to lim 
diar~r, December 27, 1804, the first house of the Tom- 
beckbee settlement, four miles from fort St. Stephens, 
where, he says, there was then bat  one family. H e  
adds, " but i t  will be a place of fame in time." H e  
went down the river, as the water was then high and 
the swamp not fordable, to the Cut-Off, a distance 
which he calls about seventy miles, his route probably 
following the windings of the river. The island at the 
Cut-Off contained, according to his estimate, about 
sixty thousaud acres. He held meetings during the 
six days of visit through the settlement where, he 
says, tbere was not x p~escher of any society, and then 
.he started fop Georgia, having appointments already . 
made there with the days and the horns fixed. 
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RELIGIOUB HISTORY. ' 567 

Lorenzo Dow therefore, eccentric, but eloqnent and 
devoted, whose name is known over all the land, was 
the first Protestant minister who visited these river 
settlements. Truly did he penetrate the wilderness. 

I n  17'99 the Natchez settlenients were visited by a 
Methodist niissionnqy from South Carolina, the Rev. F. 
Gibson, who returned there in the fall of 1800, sent by 
the Tennessee Conference as nlissionary to those western 
and distant settlements. A second Methodist mission- 
ary, the Rev. Mr. Brown, was sent there in 1802. In 
that same year a Baptist missionary, the Bev. David 
Cooper, cornrnenced labors there. The Episcopal 
Ohurch was soon represented by Dr; Cloud, and. the 
Presbyterian by Messrs. Montgomery and Hall who 
remained in Natchez for several years. 

We return to t h ~  banks of the Tornbeckbee and of 
the Alabama. 

I. METHODIST LABORS. 

The material for this sketch of the religious history 
of the past hundred years, amid these surroundiigs, 
as connected with the Methodist denomination, is hot 
abundant. The Methodist Church has had here many 
zealous, diligent, faithful, and successful laborers ; but 
the records are kept elsewhere, not on the ground 
where they have labored. ~ 

The visits of Loreneo Dow have been already men- 
tioned. 

'The first name'found, to be placed on record here, 
if not the very first Methodist preacher ever in the 
county, is that of the  Rev. JOHN FREN~II. The date 
assigned to hiin is 1810. H e  founded French7s.Chapel 
and gave +name to a landing on the Alabama. H e  was 
with Dale7a party at the time of the canoe fight, 'and 
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568 CL4RKE ANB IT8 SURROUNDINGS. 

was just stepping into t h e  canoe himself after Dale, 
when Austill said, $'I am young; let me take your 
place." So French remained on the bank with the 
others and allowed young Austill to share in the re- 
aown which was 'that day gained. He was of Irish 
descent, and was earnest, aciive, with a lively sense of 
humor, and quick in taking advantage of circunl- 
stances. The following characteristic anecdote con- 
cerning him is preserved. The village called Macon 
had come into existence. Judge Powers was keeping 
a hotel at what was afterwards the Megginson place. 
Like most hotels in those days it had a small bar. A 
company from the river had gone up to the village 
and among them *Brother French. They dined at  
Judge Powers' hotel. Just as Brother French was 
about to ask a blessing, his eyes, through the open 
door, caught a glimpse of a man at the bar raising a 
glass of spirits to his lips. ;'Stop! Stop! " s h ~ u t e d  the 
nlinister, '( Wait till we ask a blessing. W'hat effect 
the incongruous ideas, of intoxicating drink and a bless- 
ing, had upon the inmates of the bar, tradition has not 
disclosed. 

~ssociated with Brother French was another local 
iioneer preacher, the Rev. Jossua WILSON, from North 
Carolina- He also has left the reputation of .having 
been a true and worthy ChPistian man. 

To these two may probably be attributed' the com- 
~ ~ n e e m e n t  of Methodist church-work in South Clarke 
and West Monroe. A number of Methodist families 
were, 1818, in and around Suggsville.. To these and 
others a visit was made by Bishop &orge, of the Meth- 

*IVhea bmther in this chapter begins with s copittil letter it deno$ee *a 
minhter. 

1 
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RELIGIOUS HISTORY. 569 

odist Episcopal Church, w l p  preached a t  Suggsville in 
1819. 

I n  the center of the county was at this time the 
Rev. ELIJAH GIZMORE. In  the north part was probably 
no resident minister. 

A pioneer preacher passed through, in 181'7, on his 
way to the Indian Territor-y. H e  is qaid to have per- 
ished with cold after swimming a creek west of the 
Mississippi river. 

The first; missionary sent into Clarke was TIXOHAS 
GRIFFIN, frorn the Tennessee Conference, in 1817. 

The Rev. John R. Lambert, who was on this circuit. 
in 1819 and 1820, married a lady residing near Coffee- 
ville. His sont the Rev. John R. Lambert, is now a . 

missionary of the Methodist ~p i scopa i  Church South 
in China.* 

g e a r  Choctaw Corner, in the edge:of Marengo; and 
perhaps in what was then Wilcox, about this time were 
the following local preachers. ROBERT WOODARD, - 
BARR, and Dr. ~ ~ I ~ O H U M .  

The Tombigbee Circuit was soon established. It0 ' 

bounds were from Nanafolia to Choctaw Corner, to 
Lower Peach Tree, to Suggsville; to the James neigh- 
borhood, now Gainestown, then up the Tambigbee 
River to Nanafalia. Afterwards two circuits wers 
formed in the county, knowrt as Suggsville and Grove - 
Hill, to which a third, Choctaw Corner Circuit, was . 
added. Classes were formed, class leiders . appointed,, 
and houses of worship erected. French's Chapel and 
Spink7s Chapel were among the earliest church build- 
ings. The church house in Grove Hill was erected . . 
a *The word the before the title Rev, has not nlwaya been inserted in thfa work, 

' 

38 ib is largely Weetern and Southern cuatom to omit it. See the STaRnARD of 
Chiongo, and the ALAEAXA BAYTX~T. 
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5 70 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

about 1830. The holise a@ Choctaw Corner was built 
about 1850. 

A camp-ground was laid off in quite early times near 
Lower Peach Tree, and camp-meetings were held. Such 
meetings were also held near Suggs~ille, and for a few 
times near Grove Hill. 

The following list of the preachers on the Suggsville 
Circuit is from the records kept by Miel Ezell. 

Lewis Turner 1828, 1829, Daniel Manayhan, 1830, 
Joshua Peevy 1831, Job Foster, 1832, D. Manayhan 
and Finley 1833, McDonald 1834, A. S. Dickinson 1835, 
Daniel Barlow 1836, J. B. Loftin and C. Pritchett 1837, 
Bowels and Hopkins 1838, B. Barr 1839, Dickinson and 
Smith 1840, Dickinson 1841, P. Eellough and Fowler 
1842, Kellough and Curray 1843, Laney and Whitting- 
ton 1844, Hunter and Winters 1845, Roper Newman 
1846, J. L. Cotton 1847, D. L. Patton 1848, C. B. East- 
man 1849, C. Belnpo 1850, J. B. Rabb 1851, A. S. Dick- 
inson 1852, T. S. Abernathy 1853 and 1854, W. P. 
Norton 1855aand 1856, A. N. Sanford 1857, H. Urque- 
hart 1858, D. H. Hodson 1859 and 1860, J: W. Shores 
1861 and 1862,S.W. Rash 1863 and 1864, J. M. B o l a d  
1865 and 1866, Hood and Green 1867, E. P. Phillips 
1868, N. E. Butt 1869,C. C. Ellis 1870, A. J. Coleman 
187'1,s. M. Parnes-1872, E. M. Turner 187'3,1874,187'5, 
B..D. Gayle 1876 and 1877. 

It is rare to find a record like the above kept by one 
private church member in a single neighborhood for 
fifty *ears. And these fifty years, it so happens: 
mmsure exactly the church life of an aged neighbor 
of Ezell, a daughter of a pioneer local preacher, 
Mrs. Henderson, a notice of whom will be found hi 
another chapter. 
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RELIGIOUS HMTORY, 571 

Besides the church buildings already named, a neat 
structure, the Fort Madison Church, standing nearly on 
the old site of Fort Glass, was erected about 1858. 
In Jackson these is also a neat Methodist house, very 
prettily situated. 

Statistics from Conference Minutes. 
Grove Bill Circuit. Membership, 375, church build- 

ings, 6, sittings, 2000, value of buildings $2,500, value 
of parsonage, $300, Sundaykchools, 3, members, 50. 

SuggsviZle Circuit. Membership, 191, church build- 
ings, 7#, sittings, 1650, value of buildings $3,815,value 
of parsonage $1000, Sunday-schools, 7, members, 145. 

2%. Xtephens Cirmit. Membership, 3'70, church 
buildings, 6, sittings, 1500, value of buildings $1600, 
Sunday-schools, 8, members, 134. 

Bladolz S'rilzgs Ci~cuit .  Membership, 379, church 
buildillgs, 5, sittings, 1850, value of buildings, $3,150. 
Sunday-schools, 4, members, 250. 

Choctaw Corner Circuit. Membership, 280, church 
building!, 6, sittings, 2000, value of buildings $1600, 
value of parsonage $450. Sunday-schools, 6, members, 
168. 

Xower Peach P~ee  Oirczcit. Membership, 262,church 
buildings, 4, ~ittings, 800, value of buildings, $3000,value 
of parsonage $300. Sunday-echouls, 2, member&, 87. 

An amusing incident occurred at a meeting n e ~ d  in 
some neighborhood neai* Suggsville in earl J times. A 
Inan nnaccustonled to attend public or religious meet- 
ing& was drawn out by tlie novelty of some occasion. 
H e  a~r ived r&her late ; he thought of early instruction& 
in regard to paying visits ; and, as he entered the door- 
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572 O L A ~ ~ K E  AND XTB SURROUNDINQ-8. 

way of the room, taking off his hat and bowing to the 
congregation, he said, according to what some one had 
told him was etiquette, '' Pour servant, ladies and gen- 
tlemen." A very polite man was sitting near the door, . 
and forgetting for a moment tlie proprieties of the place, 
through the suddeilness of the stranger's entrance, he 
sprang up and replied to the salutation, Walk in, 
walk in and take a ehair." The gravity of minister 
and audience was overcome by the ludicrousness of the 
scene, and they tried to sing two stanzas and closed the 
exercises. 

RE\'. JOI-IN SCXR1)OROUGI.I. 

John Scarborougll came from Georgia before the 
Indian War. He was one of the inmates of Fort White 
during those Creek incursions, and afterward settled 
some seven miles south of Choctaw Corner, where he 
spent the remainder of his days. 

He began to preach about 1820. H e  was one of the 
earliest local preachers of Clarke, and, as such, he  was 
earnest, faithfill, zealous, one of the staunch, true Inen 
of his day. One who knew him well says of him, he 
vas  "an honest and good man." He  was of medium 
height, aud what is called an experimental preacher. 
Like all the local preachers, and many of the Baptist 
pastors of that time, he supported his family by carry- 
ing on a small plantation. He died about 1858. The 
funeral services were conducted by the Rev. S. M. Gil- 
more, one who was well fitted to do justice to his char- 
acter and to his ru&nory, The names of them veteran 
pioneers, who planted and also watered, in this part of 
the great vineyard ; and the records that remain of 
their life and labors ; those who now enjoy the froits, 
and who have seen many an ingathering, should faith- 
fully cllerish and honor. 
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KELIGIO US HISTORY. 573 

By nnd by, both he tliat soweth and he that reapeth 
will rejoice together. The great harvest tiine is corning. 

REV. STEPHEN hf. GILMORE. 

Among the pioneer settlers of the year 1816 there 
came a inother and six sons, who found a Iiome near 
Magoffin's store, not far from Fort White. They were 
the family of the Rev. Humphrey Gilmore, a Methodist 
minister of Georgia, who was ordained by Bishop 
Asbury, a t  Augusta, Georgia, in 1801.* The names of 
these six brothers were .John, Elijah, Wiley or Wilie, 
George W., Charles, and Stephen M, John became a 
missionary and was sent into North Alabama. Wiley 
went to North Carolina. George W. married, brought 
up a family, and removed to Texas. Charles went to 
western Tennessee and then to Texas, where he proba- 
bly still resides. Elijah married and finally removed 
to Mississippi. Elijah Gilmore was a local preacher 
when he came with the family in 1.816. H e  preaohed 
at Spink's Chapel. This chapel, named from the 
Spink7s family, was the principal place for Methodist 
meetings near Grove Hill until about 1860. Near it 
was the burial ground for the town and neighborhood. 

Stephen M. ailmore, the Clarke county representa- 
tive of the family, was born in 1799. H e  was therefore 
about seventeen years of age when he came into the 
county. 

H e  was married in 1825 to Miss Elizabeth S. Rob- 
inson, and located near Choctaw Corner. Mrs. Gilmore 
became the mother of twelve children, two only of 
whom are now living. Mrs. E. Gilmore having died, 
Brother Gillnore married, in 1850, Peb. 95th itliss 

*The ofdination, papeys, containing tho ~ignature of the venerable Biahop, I 
saw at Brother Giilmoore s ~n the winter of 1877. T. H. B. 
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5'74 OLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDING8. 

Susan Slack. She became the mother of four childran 
two only of whom are now living. I t  thus appears 
that death has many tirnes visited this family home. 
Brother Gilmore was comlnissioned as Justice of the 
Peace in 182'7, in 1835, in 1541, in 1850. In 1828 he 
was licensed to preach by the Conference 'held for 
Marengo Circuit." In 1842 he was ordained. From 
the time of his license to the present he has performed 
ministerial labors constantly. H e  has married between 
two hundred and three hundred couples. The exact 
number is now lost. His residence was for a time in 
Wilcox county, as the commission for 1827 shows ; but 
in 1831 the boundary line of Clarke was removed east- 
ward to the middle of range four. 

In the religiom history of the county will be found 
several particulars and reminiscences furnished by 
Brother Gilmore. His second wife, Mrs. Susan Oil- 
more, died in September, 1871 ; leaving him again 
alone, to finish the remainder of his pilgrim way, H e  
has ever borne an excellent reputation and has main- 
tained an unblemished Christian character. Almost 
eighty years of age, tall, spare, erect, but growing fee- 
ble now from years and sorrow ; feeling the shadow of 
a recent loss obscuring the brightness of his earthly lot; 
he yet survives tts a venerable patriarch among us, as  
the last representative of the early pioneer, Methodist 
ministers; showing us by a living example how pure 
and true a long .life may be ; and showing us how the 
Christian virtues can adorn and ennoble, not only man- 
hood, but old age. , 

A8 a preacher he has deservedly ranked arnong the 
best of his denomination in the county ; not showy or  
what is called especially popular, but, as a close student 
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RELIQIOUS HISTORY. 575 

of the Bible, such an expounder of its teachings as goocl 
judges of preaching like to hear. Such Baptist minis- 
ters as Elcler I I i ra~n  Creighton nsed to speak of Brother 
Gilmore as a good preacher. 

In former years, when pulpit courtesies were com- 
mon, he was accustomed to labor zealously along with 
his Baptist brethren, who always Ioved and respected 
him; and when, in these later years, the "Landmark" 
teaching and practice, so-called, prevented pulpit cour- 
tesies between the two denominations, it was no little 
trial to one of his liberal views, enlarged Christian love, 
and personal feelings in regard to an ordained ministry. 
But ere long, now, he and they will be, where 110 such 
lines are drawn, and where no sliadows come between 
the ransomed of the Lord. 

Rev. JOSHUA WILBON, Senior, was born in 1160, in 
Virginia; the year in which closed between the English 
and French in America, t*he Old French War, fifteen 
years before the beginning of the Revolution. H e  re- 
moved to Nolvth Carolina. He came to Clarke, or to 
what was afterwards s part of Clarke, in 1S11. He  was 
the father of' Mrs. Finch, who has been several times . 

mentioned, herself eighty-eight years of age, and who 
has living a great-great-grand child. H e  was the grand- 
father of Judge Wilson of Grove Hill. H e  died near 
Gainestown in 1844, being eighty-four years of age. 
H e  was a truly pious and good man. 

The memory of their pioneer ministers, such men as 
French and Scarborough, as the Gilmores, as Robert 
Woodard 'and Joshua Wilson, if tiley were only local 
preachers, the Methodists of Clarke well may honor. 
I n  New Testament language snch would be called 
bishops. 
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576 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

TI. BAPTIST OHURClIES. 

As early as 1808, only four years after the second 
visit of Lorenzo Dow, some Baptists were found near 
the Tombigbee river in Washingt0.n and in what be- 
came Clarke cou~lty. On the east side of the river was 
William Cochran, a licentiate from Georgia, and on 
the west side was n Baptist rninister named Gorham. 

1. The first church organized bears the date of 1810. 
This was the old Bassett's Creek ch~zrch. The record 
is, "And on the 31st of March, 1810, the brethren 
having consulted each other on the subject, concluded 
to u~lite themselves together; and were constituted a 
church by our beloved brother James Courtney." The 
linmber of members was then about twenty. Elder 
Joseph. McQee soon became their pastor. This church 
prospered for many years. Elder Hiram Creighton 
was for several years its pastor, but it finally disbanded, 
new churches having been formed aronnd it. 

2. The second chiirch in this region was Ulcannsh,* 
constituted by Elders W illia~n Cochran and James 
Courtney, October 25, 1817, with the followirlg mem- 
bership: John Pace and his wife Elizabeth Pace, 
William 1;. Thornton and his wife Nancy Thornton, 
William stringer, Michael Miller, Rhoda ~ l l e n ,  and 
Joseph Williams. Brother Williams was afterwards 
ordained and became the pastor of this church. Says 
one who became an active member here, the Hon. E. 
S. Thornton, "Joseph Williams was long the. leading 
spirit in  the church, and I have often admired his zeal, 
in those days that tried tlie faith .of Christians and their 
firmness, while seeing him wending his way among his 
little flock, with light and elastic step, giving encou1.- 
agement to them." 

*Also wfitten ~conush.  Ulconoeh, and Ulcunush. 
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William Stringer, who was a son of Mrs. M. Thorn- 
ton by a former marriage, was for some time the clerk 
of this church. 

Its growth for several 'years seems to have been 
slow. I ts  time for rapid enlargement came when shar- 
ing the pastoral labors of Elder John G. Williauls. 

In  1860 its metnbersliip was two hundred and eighty- 
one, as reported to the Bethel Association. I t  was at  
that time the largest 'church in the association, the 
secorid in numbers being New Hope. 

The Rev. William Cochran, mentioned above, was, 
so far as known, the first minister ordained in AIa- 
bama, south of the Tennessee rivel;. 

The date of his ordination is between 1810 and 1811. 
3. Pigeon Creek church was probably, in the order 

of constitution, the third. Date of organization 1818. 
' First pastor, J. Anderson; second, W. Whatley ; third, 

Hezekiah Bussey. He was pastor as late as 1840. At  
that time Elder John Talbert arid W. Hill a licentiate 
were members of this church. I t  then numbered sixty- 
six inembers. I n  after years the Rev. H. Creigl~ton 

- was pastor of this cliurch, and, changes taking place, 
after many years of prosperity it was finally disbanded. 

Ulcanash alone, of the three now named, is in ex- 
istence, having been a church for sixty years. 

I n  1824 the membership was nineteen, and in 1826 
twenty-five. I n  1834 Elder Joseph Williams was proba- 
bly still pastor; but in 1840 Elder J. Flowers was pas- 
tor and the number reported was only twenty. 

The membership now numbers one hundred and 
thirty-one, the. West Bend cliurch having been formed 
within its original bounds. 

37 
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578. CLARKE AND ITS SUBROUNDINQS. 

In 1818 mas also constituted the Claiborne church, 
in Monroe county, 

In 1824 this church dismissed sixteen xnen~bers to 
form a new church, and had fifteen left. 

In 1826 they distrlissed thirteen arid had thirteen 
left. They had as ministering brethren Whatley, Ellis, 
and Travis; and iu 1830 J. 13. Schroebel, wllo had been 
baptized in 1828 and then elected deacon, was licensed 
and also ordained as pastor. I n  five years the church 
numbered one hundred and forty-seven members. 

Another old church in Monroe county is Zion, post 
office Monroeville. 

This cl~urch was constituted in 1824 by Elders Will- 
iam Jones aud Willis Whatley, the latter becoming 
their pastor and so continuing till his deat.h in 1829. 
In  1832 Elder John McWilliams became their pastor. 
He  was raised up among them. H e  is now an aged . 
man and is still their pastor, h a v i ~ ~ g  been connected 
with that church in the pastoral relation: up to this 
time, forty-five years. Such an instance is quite rare. 
The church in 18'76 reported one hundred and forty- 
two members. The clerk of this church is W. D. 
McWilliams.* 

The Bethlehem Association, originally the Beckbee, 
to which these churches belong, was the first association 
formed in Alabama, although the Flint River organized 
in !km~355ee in 1814 is called the oldest association 
in Ahbama. Including churches in both states, it is 
called an Alabama association, One of its churches, near 

*\Vhle on board P passenger trclin h a n d  for Nobile, October 19,1817, near 
the middle of the night, there came into the same car, at a atation in Mississippi, 
two aged men and some friends, who soon attracted my ntte'ntion. Bearing some 
of their conversation, my curiosity wns excited, and f soon found an opportv- 
nitY to converse with one of them. They were the two brothers McWilliams of . Monroe. T. H. B. 
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HuntsiriIle, Flint River-constituted in October, 1808, 
is the oldest Baptist church in Alabama. 

The Bethlehenl association was constitnted. in 1816. 
I t  comprised a very few churclles in Wasliington and 
Clarke. Its territory extended eastward. In  1826 there 
were nineteen churches, and tlie names of six ministers 
were reported in the minutes of that year. In  1876 this 
association held its sixtieth annual session which, the 
corresponding letter says, speaking for the member- 
ship, & '  we hail with nlluvual delight." The number of 
churclles reported was then thirty-four, number of pas- 
tors, eigllteen. The entire membership was nearly 
sixteen liundred and fifty. 

4. Returning to the churches in Clarke county, the 
fourth was probably New Hope, constituted A~igust 14, 
1824, by Elder 8. Perkins and Truehart Tucker. This 
church originated in the following manner. 

Many of tlie early settlers in the Lirne Hills-and the 
creek bottoms were accustomed to hunt on Sunday. 
This was a source of grief to some, who, in the Caro- 
linas and in Georgia, had learned to call the Sabbath n 
delight, and to observe it as a day of holy rest and wor- 
ship. At length an elderly lady, sister Byrd, gave out 
notice for a prayer meeting at the school house near tlie 
Indian Choctaw Corner. Tlle hour came, the neighbocs 
were present. Slie opkned the meeting, she led in 
prayer, the neighbors sang together. Other meetings, 
were appointed. The interest i~lcreased. Invitation 
was sent to Elder Solomon Perkins, residing near Lin- 
den in Marengo county, to come and preach to the 
people. H e  complied with the'inritation, and soon the 
New Hope church was organized. The church was ah 
length removed a few miles, to Choctaw Corner.. 
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5 80 CLARKE AND IT9 SURROUNDINGS. 

5. Horeb seexns to. have been the fifth church con 
stituted in the county. The date of organization is 
September 9, 1825. Elders present, S. Perkins and T. 
Tucker. The location of this church was for many 
years abont two miles north-east of Grove Hill. It was 
said of this church, Spinks planted, Perkins watered, 
and God gave the increase." Lewis Spinks, who had 
come as a licensed preacher from Carolina, was im- 
mediately ordained the first pastor. In  1834 Hiram 
Creighton was ordained here and became pastor and 
so continued until his death in 1859. The location 
of the church was not long aftelward changed. It is 
now near Fort Sinqnefield, four and a half miles south- 
east from Grove Hill. R. M. Thomas succeeded H. 
Creighton as pastor.' He  died in 1873 and was suc- 
ceeded by W. Jacob Parker who died in March, 1874. 
The present pastor is Elder William Hill. 

6. The next in the order of time is Ebenezer, situ- 
ated on Jackson's Creek, a few miles south-west from 
Grove Hill. This church was formed by the labors of 
Elders William Clark and H. M. Todd. It was con- 
stituted in 1831. Passing through varied experiences 
and having several pastors, this church was' disbanded, 
probably in 1859. 

T* Next in order is Salem, on the east side of Bas- 
aettys Creek, formed by the labors of Elders George D. 
and Stephen Williams; -and constituted in 1832, Sep- 
tember 22d, by Haywood M. Todd and George D. 
Willit~rns. Elder G. D: Williams w ~ s  pastor until 1836, 
He was succeeded by Elder .John Talbert, Elder L. L. 
Dewitt was afterwards pastor and.for many years. Hia 
son, W. H. Dewitt, is the present pastor. 

8. Paran . church " was constituted in ~ a n u a r ~ ,  1833. 
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RELIGIOUS HISTORY. 681' 

The pastor in 1840 was H, Creighton. The church had 
~nanyadditions by baptism and dismissed many by letter. 

9. Elam, "at the Choctaw corner,')" near the local- 
ity where New Hope church was constituted, was 
organized February 22, 1834, or 1833, by John G. 
Williams, H. M. Todd, ancl G, D.JVilliams. I t  enjoyed 
tlie ministerial labors of Elders Jesse Flowers and T. 
Tucker, and was at length retnoved to its present local- 
ity in Bashi. Remains of the old meeting house are 
still to be seen near the Indian bounda1.y mound. N. 
Goodwin was pastor in 1860. 

10. Wood's Bluff chnrch was organized, probably 
about this time, by Elder Williams, either J. Q. or G. 
D. Holcombe has J. D. Pastoral supp1;y in 1840 J. 
Flowers. Resident minister William Russel. 

Neither this name nor Paran is found in the associa- 
tion minutes of 1860. 

11. Mount Qilead 'was "constituted with thirty-two 
members in 1835, through the labors of' J. H. Schroebel 
of Claiborne church, who became the pastor. The 
niembership of Elder Joseph Talbert was with this 
church in 1840. I n  this year both this chnrch and 
Pigeon Creek were connected with the Bethlehem Asso- 
ciation. This church was at length disbanded and a new 
one bearing the same name was constituted in 1855. 

12. S o  far as appears, no new church was organized 
in the county for about seventeen years, bat in 1852, so 
neay as can be ascertained, was constituted the Rock- 
ville church. This in a few years, and after the death 
of Colonel Payne, went down.?. 

*Here again, written by Holcombe in 1840, is  the expression which I had 
T. If. B. thought no one had need before myself. 

t 1879. A newchurch with the snme name has this year been organized in 
the @?me neighborhood with a good prospect of making a ~igOr0ns gro~vth. 
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582 OLARXE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

13. In 1854, September 25th, was constituted Mag- 
nolia c+hurch at Jaclcson, by H. Creigllton, N. Goodwin, 
and W. Hill. Delegates to the associatiorl in 1860 
were Set11 J. Parker and Josiah Blackwell. For Borne 
years past this church seems to have nearly lost its 
visibility. 

14. October 22, 1854, was constituted by 5. G. 
Williams and J. Reeves Forest Springs church. Tbis 
chnrcli includes some members in hlarengo county. 

15. In 1855, September 17t11, was constituted by H. 
Creighton, Jolin Talbert, and William Hill, the Amity 
church. Tliis is a live church and vigorous. The pas- 
tor in 1860 was N. Goodwin. The present pastor is 
W. H. De Witt. 

16. In  this game year of 1855, ~ e c e m b e r  8th, was 
constituted by H. Oreighton and W. Hill, the new 
Mount Gilead. Pastor in 1860 R. M. Thomas. Pastor 
in 1876 Bro. Whatley. Post ofice, Jackson. 

17. Hopewell was constituted April 18, 1857 by f-I. 
Oreighton, L. L. De Witt, William Russell, and W. Hill. 
Pastor in 1860 L. L. De Witt, in 1877 M. F. Whatley. 

18. Sati4pa was constituted about 1857. 
19. Pleasant Grove Octr. 11, 1858, by J. C. Foster 

and R. M. Thornas. Pastor in 1860 R. M. Thomps ; 
in 1877 M. F. Whatley. 

20. July 2, 1859, Stave Creek by John Talbert, R. 
, 

M. Thomas, and A. J. Stringer. J. Green pastor in 
1860; in 1877 R. J. W. De Witt. 

' 

21. ,River Hill, abont 1859. 
22. N e w  Prospect, about 1860. 
23. Grove Hill church was constituted in June, 

1861) b3' John Talbert, W. Hill, and R. M. Thomaa, 
with thiq-one members. Clerk, R. j.woodard, Dea- 
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RELIOIOJJS HISTORY. 683 

cons, J. S. Dickinson, W. B. Gwynn, and James Clark. 
Pastor H. Adnms. .The church lias increased in num- 
bers, tv~aintains a Sabbath School and prayer meetings, 
and has prospered. 

24. Mount Sinai, about 1862. 
25.- County Line church dates 1869. The member- 

ship of this cliurch was rnostly in Clarke. In a few 
years it was disbanded. The locality when constituted 
was in TVilcox. 

26. Independence, 1869. 
21. New Bassetts Creek, 1869. 
28. West Bend church was constituted in Decern- 

ber, 18'71, by W. Jacob Parker and P. E. Kirven. 
29. Rocky Mount, about 1874. 
30. Peniel, 1876. 
31. New Liberty, 181'7. 
Thirty Baptist churches, it thus appears, including 

County Line, within sixty years, have been organized 
.in Clarke county, the first and oldest of these, Ulcanush, 

' being still in existence. With the old Bassett's Creek 
church there have been thirty-one in all, since the first 
Baptist members settled between the rivers, about the 
year 1801. The Baptist and Methodist history .of 
Clarke includes only the period of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, a century which has been characterized by re- 
markable events in the religious world, a century in 
which Christians have taken up in earnest the work of 
evangelizing the world. 

The other churches of the association are, continuing 
tlie notation, 

32. Linden, constituted in June, 1820, by James 
Yarbrough; called Sardis church until 1836, planted 
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684 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINCSS. 

mainly by Dr. William Fluker who became the first 
pastor.*- 

33. Mount Pleasant, planted, probably constituted, 
by James Yarbrough, in 1820. Beginning church life 
with twenty-seven members, in 1834 i t  numbered one 
hundred and fifty. Present number forty-six, L. L. 
Fox, pastor. 

34. Bethel was constituted in Jnne 1821. I t  en- 
joyed for the first four years an almost continuous revi- 
val. For eighteen years the pastor of this church was 
"the venerable Solomon Perkins," by whose labors 
it was planted as well as patered, It now numbers 
forty-sight members, and has as its pastor the Rev. 
L, L. Fox. 

35. Friendship church was constituted in Decem- 
ber, 1822, by Elders Anderson, Perkins, and Crumyton 
or Compton. A revival commenced in 1827 which 
continued for four years. Jonathan Anderson and 
Truehart Tucker were the first two pastors. J. Reeves 
was pastor in 1860, and the delegates to the association 
for that year were R. Hickson, P. E, Kirven, and John 
Antrey. Post office Clay Hill. 

36. Boiling Spring was constituted in i825, by 
J. Anderson and S. Perkins. The first pastor was 
J. Anderson, and the second John  Ellis who died in 
1830. 

3'1. In March, 1828, was constituted, on the west 
side of the Alabama, in Wilcox county, the church 
called Prairie Bluff. Here was the home of' Elder 
John Ellis who became the pastor in 1829. 

38- I n  the same year of 1828 was constituted Beth- 
*Mrs. William Fluker, probably ,the wiaow of Dr. Floker, ~hdied at her red- 

dence near Boiling Springs, Wilwx county," Bug. 10, 1879, being aeventy-one 
yearn of age. 
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lehem, having as pastors until 1840 Elders Fluker, 
Perkins, Baker, William Clark, and, probably,. John 
Whitehead. Present pastor, J. Q. NcCaskey. 

39. Also in 1828 was constituted Spring Hill by 
J a m s  Yarbrough and W. Pluker. The first pastor 
was James Yarbrough, who in 1840 was an aged tnan 
and was one of the earliest ministers in Marengo 
county. The second was John Collier, and the third 
was Edward Baptist, pastor in 1840. In 1860 the 
pastor was W. Jacob Parker. Pastor in 18'7'7 L. L. Fox. 

40. Antioch \\.as constituted in 1830. First pastor 
W. Clark, second, S. Perkins. 

41. Pisgah was constituted in 1831. First pastor 
8. Williams. In 1835 Salem, organized in 1834, was 
consolidated with Pisgab. 

42. Farewell was also organized in 1831. And 
about the same year, perhaps as early as 1829,. was 
formed, 

43. Shiloh, " the fruits of a revival among the 
Metli~dists.~' This church was constituted, with seven 
members, by T. Tucker, S. Perkins, and J. Yarbrough. 
The present pastor is I?. H. McGill, and the number o f '  
members one hundred and seven. 

44. Nanafalia was constituted April 3, 1831, with 
thirty members, by Joseph Williams and John (3. 
Williams. I t  originated largely in the labors of 
Elder John G. Williams, whose home was in its bounds. , 

In 1840 this was the largest church in Bethel Associa- 
tion,having at that time one hundred and fifty members. 
It had, then, four or five ministers in its membership, 
i t  carried on a prosperous Sunday school and a temper- 
. ance sbciety, and was in other respects an efficient and 
prospering body. Elder J. G. Williams was for several 
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586 CLARKE AND ITS S U I E ~ U N D I N G S .  

years their pastor, but about 1540 they secured tlie 
labora of Elder William Dossep, paying him a salary 
of four hundred dollars for a year, ~-1lich salary was 
for monthly visits and labors on Saturday and Surlday 
of each month. 

This seems to have beell tlie first cliurch in the asso- 
ciation which paid a living salary, or ~vll ich engaged in 
temperance and Sunday school wosk. 

Elder H. Creighton was pastor of this church not 
long before his death. Pastor in 1860 J. (1. Foster. 
Pastor in 1877 P. E. Icirven. 

45. Canaan, June 17, 1531, by J. i111derson and 
Truehart Tucker. Pastor i11 1860 John Askew. 

46. Hebron, about 1832. Pastor in 1840 Levi 
Parks, in 1860 L. L, Fox. 

47. Union, February 10, 1539, by Stephen Will- 
iams and James Dupree. 
. 48. Enon, 1848, by A. Sale and L. L. DeWitt. 

49. Bethlehem, 1868. 50. Hills, 1869. 
51. Rehobeth, 1814. 52. I-loboken 1876. 53. Deep 

Creek, 1876. 
54. Cane Creek, about 1813. 
55. Bladon Springs. 56. Fellowship. 
57. Concord. 58. Dayton. 
59. liount Sterling. 60. Providence. 
61. L'ittle Zion. 62. ,Qirnwell. 
63. Goose Creek. 64. Lower Peach Tree. 
65. Liberty, by W. Irvins and 'B. W. Herrin. 

SOME PACTS REOAI'ITULATED. 

JOSIAH JONES, ~ 1 1 0  seems to have been at that time 
a t  the age of manhood, settled near Bassett's Creek in 
18(18. H e  found residing here at that date WILLIAM 
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BETJUf ous HISTORY. 587 

COCHRAN, a licensed preacher from the southern part of 
Georgia, who was then preaching in this part of the 
county, and who, so far as appears, was the next one 
who preached in these settlerdents after Lorenzo Dow, 
and whose name is here recorded as the first known 
Baptist minister of Clarke. He was probably the first 
minister ever ordained in the county. 

JAMER COURTNEY and JOSEPH MCGEE seem to come 
next in the order of time ; and soon the name appears 
of LEWIS SPINRS. 

I t  is difficult to determine the precise order in which 
s l i o~~ ld  appear* the names of the following brethren, but 
they may safely be placed between 1818 and 1830. 
SOLOMON PERKINS, TRUEHART TUCKER, J. ANDERSON, W. 
WHATLEP, HEZEKTAH BUSSEY, JAMES YAXBROGQK, and 
JOHN ELLIS. 

Rev. J. ELLIS is the first minister who died in ~ l a r k e  
county, so far as record has been found. 

H e  came to Alabama in 1824. His home was at 
Prairie Bluff, in Wilcox county, on the west side of the 
Alabama river. It is recorded of him, '' H e  was apt to 
teach, a loving husba.nd, a kind father, a good master, 
obliging neighbor, benevolent to the poor. Gave his 
time, talent, and his all, to the glory of God and the 
spread of the Gospel. " 

He died in Ularke county, while' on a preaching 
. tour, and distant about sixty miles from his family and 

home, August 15, 1830. 

" Clear were his prospects of the promised land, 
Where in full view, he saw his Saviour stand ; 
He on his everlasting love relied, 
Sunk in his arms and in full glory died." 

I n  1820 was organized the BETHEL ASSOOIATION. 
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588 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

Tliere had been previously formed the Flint River 
Association in Tennessee, in 1814, which met in 
Madison county in 1815, and was divided in 1822, 
and the Alabama part, bontainilig only two or three 
churches in Tennessee, and retaining the old name, 
is therefore by some called the oldest association 
in Alabatna; the Beckbee Association, in 1816, its 
name having been changed to Bethlehem in 1821 ; the 
Cahm6a in October 1818, corrlposed of ten churches; 
the Alabama, in December 1819, of four chu~ches,. 
about two months after Alabama became a state; and 
the Muscle SiLotxll Association, formed, with nine 
churches, July 15, 1820. 

The number of churches constituting the Bethel As- 
sociation cannot be here given. In  1831 the number 
of churches reported was twenty-one and of ministers 
nine. The membership was eight hundred and ninety- 
seven. In  1836 the number of churches was thirty-two 
and the membership was nine hundred and ninety-eix. 
Several chnrches having been dismissed the number in 
1840 was only twenty-three. 

In 1860 the number of churches reported was thirty, 
the ordained ministers numbered thirty, and the mem- 
bership was in number nearly three thousand. 

The following list presents the names and post office 
address of the ministers in 1860. 

Levi Parks, Rehoboth ; Edward Baptist, Dayton ; 
A. A. Connella, Spring Hill ; W. J. Parker, Jefferson ; 
F. C. Lowry, McKinley ; John Talbert, McKinley ; 
J. Reeves, Liberty Hill ; N. Thomas, Pine Hill ; Will- 
iam Hill, Grove Hill ; N. Goodwin, Choctaw Cornor ; 
William Russell, Coffeeville ; J. G. Williams, Nanafa- 
lia ; w. Herlin, Pineville ; J. C. Foster, Banafalia. ; 
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L. L. Dewitt, Choctaw Corner; R, Hickson, Grove 
Hi11 ; A. Sale, Bethel ; H. Adatns, Pine Hill ; J. 
Green, Shiloh ; R. M. Thomas, Grove Hill ; E. C. J. 
B. Thomas, McKinley ; A. J. Stringer, Jackson ; T. 
H. Ball, Coffeeville; J. A. M. Thompson, Bladon 
Springs ; C. J. Miles, Sweet Water; S. Wright, Ohoc- 
taw Corner ; John Askew, Clifton ; P. E. Kervin, 
Clay Hill ; John J. Westbrook, Jefferson ; J. M. 
Strong, Bladon Springs. 

Licentiates,- J. M. Stnbbs, Jackson ; J. L. Kelly, 
Choctaw Corner. 

Executive Board,-N. Boodwin, Choctaw Corner ; 
Green E. Jones, Choctaw Corner; Green Davis, Choc- 
taw Corner; John Baggett, Choctaw Cornel.. , 

Treasurer of the Association,- B. C. Poster, Choo 
taw Corner, Alabama. 

Clerk of the Association,- R. D. Marshall, Sweet 
Water, Alabama. 

Funds were reported in 1860 for the following 
objects : Home Mission, Indian Mission, Foreign Mis- 
sion, Bethel Bible and Colporteur Society, Use of the 
Black Population, Also, Contingent Fund and Asso- 
ciation Fund. 

One thousand copies were printed of the minutes. of 
1860. 

I n  1 868 the ordained ministers were, John Talbert, 
L. 1;. Fox, E. Q. Baptist, W. H. Tucker, W. H. Gamp- 
bell, G. W. Underwood, J. W. Smith, L. T. Daniel, 
H. Adams; and in Clarke county, L. L. Dewitt, 0. J. 
Miles, P. E. Kirven, J. 0. Foster,. W. Jacob Parker, 
post office'then Choctaw Corner; R. Hickson, M- 
Thomas, W. 1311, post office, Grove Hill; N. C. Booth, 
post office, Soggsville; and N. Thomas, J. (3- 3Iccaa- 
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590 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGFS. 

key, A. Stringer; also jacks or^ Daffin, I.icentiate, 
post office. Jackson. 

In 1363 the whoIe number of chnrcl~es belonging to 
the association was fifty. Twenty-sevc~~ of these were 
that year reported, among these Mignolia and Mt. 
Sinai ; and twenty-three were not reported. L'M:~ny 
delegates were unable to attend in ccmsequence of' high 
water." This year was marked by the death of Elder 
,Jolin Talbert, the moderator of the associat,ion, who 
retired from the closing session, in much physical 
feebleness, to the home of D. B. Jackson, near Linden, 
and five days afterwards died, Oct. 10, 1868. 

In 1877 forty churches were reported, with a mern- 
bership of only twenty-three Htlnd~ed and seventeen. 
The colored members a t  this time ha$ all withdrawn 
and formed separate chu~*ches and associations. Pas- 
tors, in 1577, are, L, L. Fox, J. G. McCaskey, W. 13. 
Crunlpton, F. H. McGill, P. E. Kirven, L. T. Daniel, 
N. Thomas, James Everett, H, Adarrrs, J. H. Fendley, 
P. E. Pastor, C. J. Illilcs, William Campbell, W. H. 
Dewitt, M. F. Whatley, A. J. Stringer, R. J. W. 
Dewitt, William Hill. Eighteen there are now in all. 
Some of these are pastors of four churches, some of 
three, some of two, and some of only one. 

The Bethel Association began, very early in its his- 
tory, to take an interest in rrlissionary efforts, in Bible 
society operations, in domestic missions; and at length 
in Sabbath schools, in the temperance movement, in 
ministerial education, in  in'structing and aiding the col- 
ored people, and in every good word and work." 

This association comprises the churches between the  
rivers, in Clarke, in Marengo, and in the western part  
of Wilcox. 
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Tlie churches comprising this association are what 
may well be called sonnd ancl true in their denomina- 
tional views. 

From the minutes of 1868 the followillg brief state- 
ment of views is taken: " we believe tile Churches of 
Christ to be cornposed of such persoris as have been 
born of the 'incorruptible word of God, tllat livetli and 
abideth forever,' and have been immersed in water by 
a qualified lniriister of the gospel, on a personal profes- 
sion of faith." They belong to that school or division 
of the great Baptist family holding to what is known in 
the South as " lancl~nark " practice. This latter prac- 
tice has been prevailing among them for about twenty 
years. 

In  1868 the Bethel Association adopted the follow- 
ing report 011 the religious instruction of the colored 
people: 

"Your Committee, to whom was referred the subject 
of the religious instruction of the colored people, beg 
leave to present the following: 

We are of opinion that a large majority of- the 
colored people do not really desire the instruction of 
any white man; and we are equally as strong1 im- i. pressed with the opiniori that the cause of this in ~spo-  
sition or opposition to receiving such instruction is a 
manifestation of their great need of such instruction, 
and furnislles a strong reasor1 why it should be given 
whenever any number of them can be prevailed upon to 

' hear. The want of information is the ground of the 
qpposition. They are a lamentably ignoral~t people- 

. so ignorant indeed as not even to know the vdue of 
proper instruction. IXe who has never drank at the 
fountain of knowledge has no desire to drink there. 
But this indisposition on their part will be no vindica- 
tion of our conduct, if we relax our efforts on that 
account to impart to them a knowledge of the gospel of 
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Christ. When Paul and his co-laborers preached the 
gospel to the heathen, awl they were indisposed to 
hear, and even persecuted tlieni, they did not relax their 
efforts, :lnd leave them to live and die in ignorance; but 
they labored on, until, under the blessings of God,won- 
ders were wrought in reforming the' world. And all 
the blessings of the glol*ious gospel of the blessed God 
enjoyed by us to-day are the resnlts of the persevering 
labors of these holy men of God. This noble Christian 
exarriple is worthy of our emulatioli and imitation. 

Let us not be weary ' in this important work: ' for we 
shall reap, if we faint not.' 

The colored man is i~norant,  but this ignorance is 
not so much a fault as a misfortune-and while this igno- 
rance is the great difficulty in the way of instructing 
him, yet instruction is the only thing that can remove 
it. As light is poured into the mind, ignorance will be 
dispelled, and the difficulty will be finally removed. Let 
every minister and intelligent Iaylnan do his whoie duty 
in this matter, and we shalI see good res~zlts ill the end 
of our labors. Rut the colored man is not only igno- 
runt, but he is superstitious and fanatical. The last  
traits of character are only the legitimate fruits of his 
ignorance. All iguorant people are superstitious and 
fanatical. Instruct them, and tliese evils will, to say 
the least, be modified. 

And while we recognize the co~rimission of the Lord 
Jesus to be as wide as the world, and would not utter 
a word against sending the gospel to the far off heathen, 
but rather urge it as a duty, yet we are of opinion 
that our first duty is to give religious instruction to the 
ignorant and destitute at our doors- and in our employ, 
and among whom we and our children are doomed to 
live and die. 

Respectfully submitted, O O ~ I T T E E .  " 

In 1869 the following was adopted: 
"The committee to whom the letter from the Mount 

Zion Colored Baptist Church was referred reported as 
follows, viz: 
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Your committee would suggest the following line of 
conduct for the guidance of oar colored brethern. 

1st. To take God's word as their only guide in mat- 
ters of faith and practice. 

2d. That they clisconr~tenance nZZ self-constituted 
preachers who in their ignorance set aside God's word 
and claim to have personal interviews with Gad and 
receive personal instructions from Him in reference to 
their duty. 

3d. To encourage all good and pious brethren, capa- 
ble of reading and explaining the word of God, to euter 
a s  far as practicable upon the duties of reading and ex- 
plaining the word. 

4th. I n  the selection of pastors or supplied, either 
white or colored, to select only such as have proven 
themselves to be deeply pious, and qualified to expound 
the Gospel to the edification of the people. 

5th. As  early as practicable to form their churches 
into A ssociutions for mutual advice and encouragement 
i n  the furtherance of the Gospel." 

In 18'72 the following record is found: 

Letters were received froin two colored Churches 
called Mt. Zion, and one named Bethlehem, asking to 
be recognized by this body, through their white pastor, 
J. Daffin, and asking for as many copies of the minutes 
of this body as their funds sent up will pay for. Their 
request was granted, and Brother Daffin invited to a 
seat among us. 

The clerk offered the following, which was con- - 
curred in: 

Resolved, That while we will in no case admit colored 
Chnrches as constituent members of this body, yet we 
will irnpart any information to our colored brethren, 
through their white representatives, that we can, and 
furnish them with our minutes when desired by them. 

DATE OF DEATH O F  BAPTIST MINISTERS. 

Willis Whatley, in adonroe county, 1829 ; John El- 
38 
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lis, in Clarke county, 1830 ; Joseph Talbert, 1840 ; 
William Hill, 1851 ; Joseph Williams - ; Hiram 
Oreighton, 1859 ; William Eussell, 1860 ; N. Booth 
-; S. Wright, 1861 ; K. (foodwiu, 1862 ; L. L. 
Dewitt, 1871 ; Renben Hickson: 3 R. M. Thomas, 
W. J, Parker, 1874. 

MF:BlURIALS A X D  S l i E T C F I ~ S .  

Elder JOHN G. WII,LIAI~S was born in South Caro- 
lina, in 1787, in Edgefield clistrict, and was there mar- 
ried in 1818, when thirty-one years of age, to Miss 
Emma Bracey. Soon after his marriage he became n 
member of a Baptist chnrch, and in a short time began 
to preach. He re~rloved to Marengo county, near 
Nanafalia about 1824, where he spellt the remairider 
of his life, often making pastoral visits in Clarke 
county. Mrs. Williams had twelve children. She 
died August 2, 1854. Brother Williarns afterwards 
married Miss GoodIoe, a native of Virginia, who bore 
two children. Of tlie fourteen children of this house- 
hold only four are now living. 

Elder Williams was pastor of the Ulconush church, 
near Coffeeville, for some twelve years. . It contained 
few members when his pastoral labors cornrnenced, and 
two hundred and eighty before he died. Without 
much of the learning acquired from books and schools, 
he was an excellent pastor, a man of refined feeling, 
dignified and courteous, kind and conciliatory, main- 
taining with honor his position as a Christian pastor. 
He  was well situated in regard to a home and comforts 
aroand hitn, and did not need any support frorn the 
churches. 

He  accident?lly fell and was seriously injured and 
died Aplil26, 1861, being seventy-four years of age, 

1( 
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ELDElt JOHN MC WILLIAMS. 

Brother J. McWilliams was born in Orangeburg 
district, South Carolina, January 30, 1804. In  1816 
he became a resident of Monroe county, and in 1827 
became a member of the Zion Baptist churcli,.which 
was constituted in 1824. I n  1831 he was licensed to 
preach ale  Gospel, and in Febrnary 1832 he was or- 
dained. In May, ,1832, he became pastor of the Zion 
church t t r~c l  has coritinued to be the pastor ever since. 
H e  has baptized at that church two hundred and twen- 
ty-two. His brother, Wootan P. McWilliams, is the 
clerk of the same church, and has held that office for 
thirty-six years. In  October, 1814, these brothers 
visited their sisters and brothers in Kemper county, 
Mississippi. In  all they are eight in numbei., and they 
all dined one day at one brother's table. The average 
age of the eight wanted but a few days of being seventy 
years. The youngest brother had the whitest head. 
They are all, and have been for many years, member8 
of Baptist churches. They are surely a i9emarl<able 
family. Elder Miles McWilliarns of ~ i l c o x  county, a 
Baptist minister who died not long ago, was a cousin of' 
these brothers who reside in  Monroe. The Zion church 
is certainly composed of an uncommon membership 
and has been blessed with a remarkable pastor." 

The following was written by Elder JOHN TALBERT : 

. BIOGRAPHY OF ELDER H. CREIOIITON. 

"He was born in the month of September, in the 
year 1795, in the State of South Carolina. H e  was 
brought up by a mother who was a member of the 

*NOT. 1879. .The eight mentioned nbove ire still all living and the pnetoral 
relation is nnchanged. Aug. 1882. More than fifty years have now passed away 
ainae the youthful pastor WRB called to the chnrge of Zion church. 
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Presbyterian order, who was strictly pions, and trained 
her children to observe the duties of religion and 
morality according to the rules of the Presbyterian 
Church. Moved to 'Alabama and settled on Bas- 
sett's Creek, in alarke Coui~ty, in the year 1818 ; 
soon afterwards he was married to Miss Mary Tllol~zas. 
He  was well settled in  the doctrines and ordinances, as 
held by the Presbyterians. * In-the year 
1825, by reading and studying the Scriptures for him- 
self, he became fully satisfied that believers baptism 
alone was supported by the Word of God ; and that 
the action of baptism was a burial in wate~ .  Accord- 
ing to the example of our SAVIOUR, and in consequence 
of this change being wyought in his mind, he united 
with the Horeb Baytist Church, Clarke County, in the 
year 1827. Having impressions to exhort his fellow sin- 
ners to repent, he commenced exercising in that way. 
The Church, believilig him to possess a gift suitable to 
the work, licensed him to preach in the year 1838 ; 
when he immediately engaged in the active duties of 
the ministry, labored with great zeal arld was abun- 
dantly blessed in his efforts. 

On the 23d of November, 1834, he was ordained by 
Elders Hezekiah Bussey and George D. Williams, and 
was immediateIy called to the care of Horeb Church. 
'" * * In the coarse of the twenty-four years in 
which he was engaged in snpp1;ying churches, he 
-served the following in capacity of pastor : New 
Hope, Salem, Pigeon Creek, Bassett's Clreek, Paran, 
Ebenezer, Mount Gilead and Rockville. In all these 

astoral relations the churches were satisfied with 
Bis labors in doctrine, church discipline, and hia strict 
attentionto the duties of the ministry in  filling pr-omptly 

* * * B e  
of chris- 
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tians, though was never known to make any compro- 
mise of his conviction of truth; and the love and 
respect which he received from other denominations 
was based on their confidence in his faithfulness and 
his respect for their feelings and opinions. He did 
not travel so extensively as many others in the min- 
istry, but his labors were abundantly blessed.'' 

.OBITUARY OB ELDER .II)HN TILBERT, by ELDER W. 5. 
PllRKER. 

" UUT Xoderator is no molae. 
Elder John Talbert met with the Bethel Association 

on Saturday, October 3d, 1868, and was unanimously' 
chosen Moderator, but in consequence of extreme feeble- 
ness, he was unable to reside, except half the day on 
Monday. He remaine $ with the body, however, until 
its close in the afternoon of that day, and received the 
parting hand from all the delegates, ,who-seemed im- 
pressed with the feelings that they would see his face 
no more. Brother Talbort retired from the church to 
Brother D. B. Jacksori's, where he lingere'd until Sat- . 
urday, the loth, when he gently fell asleep in the arms 
of that Jesus whom he had so faithfully preacved for 
more than thirty years. 

I t  was my pleasure to become acquainted with 
Brother Talbert twenty-three years ago, as an earnest 
and untiring evangelist, whose entire energies were 

' consecrated to the promotion of God's glory in the sal- 
vation of sinners. And, while many good brethren 
who have gone to their reward did much in bnilding up 
the churches of tllo Bethel Association, Brother Talbert, 
with very limited educational advantages, by close a 5 plication to the stndy of the Word of God, joined wit 
an ardent desire for the salvation of perishing sinners 
-went everywhere preaching The Word-became a 
sound the010 ian, a good expositar of the Word, 2nd 
did more by % is unceasing laborsnof love to establish ' 

our churches in the faith once deliveised to the saints, 
than any other minister, perhaps, that .ever labored 
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within the limits of the Bethel Association ; and his 
memory will be warmly cl~erished in the lieart- of the 
membership of our churches until his generation'passes 
away. 

May his mantle of love and self-sacrificing labors fall 
upon our rising millistry, prompting them to ' study to 
show themselves approved unto God, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.' " 

I3Y ELDER P. E. XIRVEhr. 

'' Died, at  his residence, on 20th of March last, near 
Grove Hill, Clarke county, Alabama, in the 57th year 
of his age, Elder W. Jacob Parker, who, for a quarter 
of a century, has been engaged with all the energies of 
a strong and cultivated mind and devoted heart, to the 
gospel ministry ; and for twenty years of that tirne within 
the bounds of this Association ; and as a bold, fearless 
advocate of our distinctive doctrines ; and as a logical 
reasoner, he was without a superior in our pulpit ; and 
as a faithful and useful minister of Jesus Christ, 

, this Association has never sustained a greater loss. 
A few extracts from his autobiography will be of in- 

terest.. 
H e  was born December 13th) 1818, near Milledge- 

ville, Georgia ; professed faith in Christ; December, 
1836, in Montgomery county, Alabama ; was baptized 
by Elder John Robinson, near Orin, Pike county, Ala- 
bama, fourth Sabbath in Februar , 1831 ; was licensed 
to preach by Concord Church, Jhhoctaw county, Ala- 
bama, June, 1847 ; and ordained by order of same 
churcl~ June, 1849, and entered at once upon the active 
duties of the ministry. 

H e  was called to the care of tho Fellowship Qlnrch, 
Marengo county, 1852 ; since which time his laburs, as 
a minister, have been given principally to this Associa- 
tion, in the bounds of which he has ltived since 1851 ; 
first at Jeffermn, Marengo county, qntil the winter of 
1868). when he removed to Choctaw Corner, Clarke 
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county ; where he remained until 1872, when Be again 
moved to Grove Hill, Clarke county. 

During this period he served annually from three to 
t'onr churches in this and adjoining Associations-prin- 
cipally in this--with a degree of zeal, energy and 
efficiency excelled by none, and equalled by but few ; 
riding frequently fifty miles to meet his appointments ; 
and baptizing in the time over 600 persons. He was a 
self-educated man ; a life-long student, and one of no 
mean attainments. He possessed a fine rnemory ; was 
a close and independent thinker; a bold and logical 
reasoner. He  was devoted to the doctrines of the 
Church of Christ, arid that, too, because he believed 
them to be the truth. H e  was thought, by some, to be 
rigid in his doctrinal views. He was an uncornpromis- 
irig adherent to what he believed to be Bible truth, and 
most decided and opposed to religious error. I t  was 
his conscientious regard for the truth, as taught in the 
soriptures, that made him so, for a kinder and more af- 

' fectionate nature the writer never knew. 
ITe possessed, in no small degree, the spirit of his 

master. I t  was principles he fought and not men. In  
him was beautifully blended the spirit of the lion and 
the lamb. While he assailed error with tlie courage of 
the lion, he could feel toward tlie errorist the gentleness 
of the lamb. " 

Elder P. E. KIRVEX was born in South Carolina in 
Febrnary, 1826. His father was a Baptist minister 
and his mother was a zealous friend of missions in the 
early days of the labors of Judson and Rice. That he 
should be a zealous advocate of Sunday School and 
missionary operations is very natural from such a 
parentage. 

When ten years of age, in. 1836, P. E. Kirven be- 
came a resident of Dallas county. H e  married in 
1854, in Clarke county, a daughter of Colonel Brod- 
nax, and resided in the county some two or three 
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years. R e  afterward settled in Jf arengo, and in 1859 
commenced preaching. Brother Kirven has labored 

' faithfully in Marengo and Clarke as pastor, and as mis- 
sionary for the Association ; and is an earnest, devoted, 
practical, intelligent preacher ; a man of brotherly and 
loving disposYtion ; a leading spirit in the Bethel Asso- 
ciation. He has a growing intellect and heart, and is 
capable of taking large and liberal views.* 

Elder L. L. I)E WITT was for many years pastor of 
Salem Church. He had twenty children. Thirteen of 
these, seven daughters and six sons, are now living. 
Five of the daughters are married. He was an active 
and useful minister, but' was obliged to give some 
attention to gaining means for the support of a large 
family. He died in 1871. One son, IV. H. DE WITT, 
is now m active and leading pastor in the association, a 
man of exemplary, fervent piety. He has quite a large 
family of interesting children growing up in his home, 
requiring a father's care, as the churches to.whom he 
ministers require a pastor's care. Well ought the 
churches of Bethel Associatio~~ to appreciate the .self- 
denials required from their pastors, who maintain 
large households on scanty salaries and devote their 
own time to the Gospel ministry. A cousin of the 
above named pastor, R. J. D$ WITT, resides at Stave 
Creek, of which church, and of some others he is pas- 
tor. He is a young and promising minister. 

Elder M. F. WHATLEY was born near the '' Holy 
Ground7' in 1819. H e  is of Huguenot-descent in one 
maternal line, the Huguenot name having unfortunately 
been lost. B e  came to Ckarke after the close of the 
civil war. His-grandfather was a brother of Elder W, 

* 1882. Now a paem in Texas, 
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Whatley. H e  has been, in Clarke, a snccessful pastor. 
He has a good plantation on Tattilaba Creek. The 
River Road from Jacksbn to Coffeeville, running near, 
passes over table lands or ridges and conducts the trav- 
eller through a fine part of the count,y. I t  is about 
three miles from the river and passes near several 
settlements. Elder whatley has one son Dr. HORA~E 
E. WHATLEY, who resides at home with his father, and 
besides him he has '' neither son nor daughter." (1877.) 

Elder C. J. MILES is a native of Alabama, but spent 
a few years of life in Mississippi, where he was lice~ised 
to preach in 1851. He was ordained at Liberty church 
in Marengo county. He commenced preaching in 
Clarke and Marengo in 1855. His work is another 
example of a toilsome, self-denying life. For ten years 
he was missionary of Bethel Association, was appointr 
ed in 1862, and continued in service through the years 
of the war. He constituted the churches of River Hill, 
Satilpa, and New Prospect. His remuneration for 
labors, so far as a salary was concerned, was one dollar 
per day while in active service. (The contrast is great 
between such a pittance and the many thousands paid 
as salaries to some of the city pastors. Perhaps the 
work of evangelization needs some re-adjusting.J Broth- 
er Miles was afterward colporteur for Bethel Associa- 
tion, distributing the publicatibns of the South-western 
Publication Society at Memphis, and organizing and 
sustaining Sunday-schools. His labors were mostly in 
Clarke county. His 'salary now was one dollar and a 
half per day. He has baptized quite a number in hi8 
field of labor and has organized several Sunday-schools. 
He is ('1877) resident pastor of Deep Creek church, 
organized in 1876, which church has services every 
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Sabbath, a prosperous Sunday-school and prayel--meet- 
ing. 

Elder J. H. FENDLEY, resident pastor at  the new 
Bassett's Creek church, also pastor at I<lam, is one of 
the truly live, earnest, original, growiiig pastors of 
Bethel Association. His llome is a few miles north 
from Qrove Hill, in the north-east corner of township 
nine, where he has some of the rich Bassett Creek bot- 
tom lands, a~td  n plantation home, with sons and 
daughters around his table. He is as yet young, gaining 
each year in knowledge and experience, and promises 
to be a very useful, successful pastor. 

Elder L. T. DANIEL, pastor in 1876 of New Hope 
churcll at Choctaw Corner, now pastor of New Liberty 
and Aimwell churches, has seen a number of years of 
active service in the ministry. His labors in this-asso- 

'ciation date back of 1868. An earnest, thoughtful, 
pious man, he knows, like many others, the meaning 
of self-denial, of weariness and painfulness,'7 of toil 
not largely requited. 

The Liberty Baptist Association was organized in 
1836. I t  is coinposed of churches in Choctaw and 
Washington counties, and of churches in Clarke, Lau- 
derdale, and Wayne colmties, Mississippi. At present, 
in Washington three chnrches, in Clloctaw thirteen, 
and in Mississippi fourteen churches, compose this 
body. Ordained ministers ten and licentiates seven. 

The Bigbee Baptist Association'was formed in 1851. 
I t  is composed of churches (four) in Choctaw, in Mar- 
kngo (two), and in Grlieene and Sumter counties; in all. 
twenty-five. 

Rev. J. D. COOK, the Baptist pastor in Choctaw 
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county, resides at Pushmataha.* H e  is comparatively 
young, and a growing, ,promising minister, very soci- 
able and pleasant as an acquaintance and friend. His 
wife is a young and very lovely woman. The village 
of Pushmataha, named after the noted Choctaw chief, 
now contains about a dozen families. 

An acadetny was founded there and quite a building 
erected for the teachers and pupils about 1856. This 
s~zcceeded well for a time. 

Rer .  S. 0. Y. R ~ ~ , , f o r m e r l y  in this association has 
removed into the bounds of Liberty. 

111. PRESBYTERIANS AND PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS. 

The Methodists and Missionary Baptists are the 
principal denominations of South Alabama, yet there 
are other smaller bodies of evangelical Christians. 
'L The Presbytery of South Alabama" reports to the 
General Assembly twenty ministers and fifty-two 
churches. Of thes'e churches one is at Jackson, com- 
~nilnicants twelve, no resident pastor; one at Claiborne, 
communicants ten ; one at Bladon Springs, communi- 
cants twenty-five ; one at Monroeville, cornrnunicants 
twenty-eight ; and one at or near Lower Peach Tree, 
communicants twenty-five. I n  Marengo county there 
are eight or nine small churches, two of the& with four 
cotnmuzlicants each. The church at Nanafalia numbers 
forty-nine. , 

I n  Mobile are three quite strong churches with a 
total membership of six hundred and eighty-one. The 
fifty-two churches of the Presbytery average fifty mem- 
bers each.? 

* In 1880 Olerk of the Association for six years. 
t Minutes of the Preebytery of South Alabama. 
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The Primitive Baptists, known as anti-mission, are 
quite few in Clarke county. Their locality is mainly 
between Grove Hill and Jackson. They object to 
Sunday-school, to missionary, and to benevolent opera- 
tions. No statistics concerning them is  at hand. 

IV. SUNDAY BCHOOLB. 

The Suggsville Sabbath-school banner bears the 
date 1823, as the time of' the organization of that 
school. 

In quite early times there was a chnrch ~ o n t h  of 
Suggsville and a camprneeting was held there. There 
was another old church building south-west of Suggs-. 
ville on section twenty-four, range three east, township 
seven. This was built of cedar logs about the year 
1820. And about 1823 SAMUEL OLIVEB, an Irish set- 
tler with a large family, commenced a Sabbath-school 
in the neighborhood of Suggsville. Some of his family 
also opened a school for colored children ; but the latter 
was soon broken up by some of the young rnea The 
echo01 for white children was not kept np by the Oliver 
family very long. When a school was again opened; 
and when the prdper Snggsville Methodist church 
school began, cannot probably now be determined. 
Sunday-school work dates, for Suggsville, from 1823, 
but whether this shonld be called the date for the pres- 
ent school is questionable. Here was no doubt a 
beginning of Clarke county Sunday-schools, but for 
many gears they were in this county few in number. 

Among earlier Sunday-school workers a t  Snggsville 
may be named Dr. Rivers and 8. &ale. 

Belongillg fully to the religious history and lXe of 
Grove Hill, is the organization known as the GEOVE 
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HILL SUNDAY SOHOOL. I t  was commenced by the 
principal of the Qrove Hill Academy, in the fall of 
1851, with a class of five boys and one young man, a- 
Inail carrier. The citizens offered at first very little 
encouragement. Some said it would be impossible to 
make a Sabbath School live. But the teacher of the 
school was not easily discouraged. H e  believed it 
to be desirable and right to have such a school, and ac- 
cordingly put his intellect and heart into that work. I t  
succeeded beyond any one's expectation; and certainly 
became the religious institution of the town. I t  was a 
union, not a denominational school. Soon the little girls 
came; the large girls came; the young men came; the 
fathers and mothers came; nearly all the citizens 
attended the Sabbath school. Visitors stopping in the 
town, * on 8abbat.h morning visited the school. 

The Superintendent was accustomed at the close of 
the exercises by the clesses, to give a short lecture each 
Sabbath. In  looking for a little stray poem, two files 
of these lectures have just been reached; the one series 
consisting of nineteen, and the other series of nine Iec 
tnres. These were written out carefully on Saturdays 
and delivered the succeeding mornings from memory. 
The titles of the hrst series are here given: 

The Existence of God; Claims of the Bible; Im- 
mortality of the Spirit; The Spirit World; True Relig- 
ioh; Attributes, -Omniscience, Omnipotence, Omnipres- 
ence; Attribute8,-Truth, Justice, Goodness, Mercy; 
Patriarchal Disjensation; Jewish Dispensation, His- 
tory; Jewish Dispensation, Laws, Customs, Peculiari- 
ties; The Christian Dispensation, Historical; Necessity 
of a Saviour; The Priesthood of Christ; Faith in Ch~*ist 
e.ssentia1 to salvation; Grandeur of the Christian Con- 
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test; Office of the Holy Spirit; Prayer; Praise; Divine 
Providence. 

In the month of Map, each year, this school held 
anniversary exercises and Elad a public dinner. These 
anniversaries were 1a;rgely attended bnd were consider- 
ed interesting and profitable. 

I t  surely does not become the writer to say much 
concerning his Sabbath school work i n  Clarke ; but he 
may be allowed to express his belief that the disclosures 
of the Great Future will show some lasting good accom- 
plished, both at Grove Hill and at West Bend, through 
the instr~melltalit~y of that Sabbath school instruction. 
Many of those who atteniled so faithfully and zealously 
in 1852, at Grove Hill, found an end to the probation 
of earth amid the f e m f ~ ~ l  desolation of the Yellow Fever 
in the fall of 1853; and among these were the beautiful 
Martha and her sister Mary Savage, whose names will 
be found in one of the Obituary Notices of a later 
chapter. 

Amid all the changes of the changing and eventful 
years, since 1851, the Grove Hill Sabbath School has 
lived on, and still lives. Removed from the Academy 
building to the new cllurch, long may i t  continue to be 
a Sabbath gathering where the young will learn the 
imperishable truths of the Sacred Scriptures. 

About the same time, 1850 or 1851, a Sabbath school 
was opened by Elder H. Creighton at a school house 
on the Olaiborne road, abont four miles from Grooe 
Hill. The charge of this school was assigned to C. 
Moncrief, but it was sometimes carried on only by the 
Younger members of the Creighton family and ' the  
Young people of the neighborhood. 
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These must have been among the earliest Baptist 
Sundgy schools in the county. 

One by one others were organized. 
An associational report for 1869 says: 
"Pour committee are pleased to learn that the 

subject of Sabbath Scl~ool instrnction is claiming and 
receiving increased interest and attention among our 
churches, in many of which regular Sabbath instructions 
are given winter and summer; yet we feel assured that 
not a tithe of that intgrest is felt by our dear brethren 
on this subject tlipt its importance demands." 

There was organized, it would seem in 1870, the 
Bethel Baptist Sabbath School Convention, which held 
its second anniversary at Grove Hill in September, 
1872. The following Sabbath Scliools were represented: 
New JIoye, Liberty, Moncrief School Honso, Grove 
Hill, Forest Springs, and Horeb. 

W. Jacob Parker was elected President and J. H. 
Creighton Secretary,. The sessions continued for four 
days. The LLReport" states, "that, sinc;e the organiza- 
tion of the Sabbath School Converrtion, the interest in 
Sabbath Schools has greatly increased, anrl much good 
has been accomplished, and the Churches seem to be 
waking up to the importance of Sabbath Schools." 

The interest in this department; of Christian effort 
has continued to increase. Borne of the prominent and 
active Sabbath School workers of the county aye Judge 
Woodard and Jarnes W. Dickinson of Grove Rill, 
James H. Cceighton, and Mrs. E. H. Woodnrd. The 
Grove Hill Sabbath School,organzied,as llas been said, 
in 1851,was kept up for many years through the labors 
of the Woodard family and a few connected with them. 
Judge Woodard has probably filled the office of Super- 
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intendent for more gears than any other person in the 
county. Very fittingly now is he Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for the county. 

Some account has now beensgiven of the rise and 
growth of classes and churches from the visit of Lorenzo 
Dow in 1803 until the year of 18'77. The names of 
most pf the Methodist and Baptist ministers have been 
recorded, and soine reference has been made to the 
Sabbath school work. But there are other particulars, 
and those, too, of no small importance, which cannot 
well be inserted here. Who can tell how many bun- 
dreds have.in these seventy-five yeah, at the religious 
meetings and at their homes, pondered that great ques- 
tion asked in old Philippi, "What must I do to be 
saved 2 " Or who can tell how many through public 
and private teaching have apprehended the conditions 
connected'with that rich grant of wondrous love com- 
prised in the terlrl 'L eternal life '' ? Who can count up 
the tears of penitence ? or who can measure the emo- 
tions of spiritual joy ? Who knows how many have been 
prepared here as living stones for the great spiritual 
temple? Who knows how many have gone home to 
Paradise, having learned the way thither through the 
peaching of the word? Surely there are those con- 
nected with every class and every church that could 
name tipe after time when they. were ready to sing 
" Here I'll raise my ebenezer ; that could record gra- 
cious answers to fervent prayer. Some choice spirits 
have here passed through precious experiences '; many 
young hearts have here learned .to love Him who is 
altogether lovely; many have found that, beyond all 
the fascinations and charms .of the earthly life, brighter 
and better -than all else, there was glowing the pure 
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light of the pearl of price. All these experiences and 
this unwritten soul histony must be left for the unfold.- 
ing of the ETERNAL DAY. 

" Soon where earthly beauty blinds not, 
'YO excess of lnilliance palls, 

Salem, city of the holy. 
We shall be within thy walls! 
There, beside yon crystal river, 
There, beneath life's wondrous tree, 
There, with naught to cloud or sever, 
Ever with the Lamb to be! 

Heir of glory, 
That shall b&for thee and me." 

And amid the beauties of that fair world, and within 
the secure walls of the holy city, we may review the soul 
experiences that belonged to titne. 

And among these heralds that have gone to rest 
some would doubtless have said : 

" Not myself, but the truth that i~ life I have spolren, 
Not myself, but the seed that in life 1 have sown, 
Shnll pass on to ages-all about me folsgotteu, 
Save the truth I have spoken, the things I have done." 

The religious interest in Washington county seems 
to  be very different from the interest in Clarke. In  the 
southern part of the county are some Spanish creole 
inhabitants, also some French residents. A Roman 
Catholic cathedral is near the old ferry road .north of 
Mount Vernon, at  Chestang Bluff. A Methodist chapel 
stands near the spot of Burr's arrest. A few other 
chapels are in the county, A ridge of land extends 
southward from the ferry, by Mount Vernon, on the 
way to Mobile. Parts of this county are missionary 
ground, requiring earnest, self-denying labors, in order 
that Sunday schools and cllurches may flourish here. 

39 
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Marking the pmgress of the present time, belonging 
especially to the region of whicl~ this history treats, is 
the orgal~ization above named. 

Organized in the county of Clarke; it extends out- 
ward into the surrounding counties. The following 
"Preamble " will show its nature. 

"We, the Vocalists of Southwestern Alabama, in 
pursuance of certain resolutions entered into in tlle year 
1870, declaring it to be the duty of the Soutliwestern 
Alabama Vocalists to orgauize thamselves into a body 
whereby they will be enabled to protect the purity of 
Sacred Music from the invasion of immoral men, as 
well as those who are incom etent to discharge the du- 
ties which devolve upon a 4 eacher of Sacred Music ; 

, therefore, our object in forming such an Association as 
an Association of Musicians is for the pnrpose of reno- 
vating, improving, and systematizing ollr Southern . 
Church Music. 

It is certainly an evident fact that Sacred Music is 
essential to the prosperity of every Church, aud is not 
only important for the influence i t  exerts over the exis- 
tence of cliurches, but it is a rnedium through which 
the purifying influence of God's regenerating Grace 
may, does, and has passed to the human heart-hence 
we have no hesitancy in saying that Sacred Music had 
a Divine origin ; and, such being the case, i t  must be 
one among the highest of human attainments, and is 
worthy .of our best efforts for its advancement. 

From these considerations, we, by mutual consent, 
do agree to organize ourselves into a body which shall 
have certain rules and regulations, and to be known as  - 
the SOUT~~ESTERX MUSICAL CONVENTION OF THE STATE 
OF ALULMA, whose laws and regulations we pledge 
otlrselves to maintain and abide by between one 
another." 

The organization seema to have been perfected in 
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1871. A Constitution, having Ave articles, was 
adopted, and annual sessions have since been held. 
According to Article I, the Conve~ltion is composed of 
Music Teachers, Leaders and Delegates from each 
School, Society, or Cl~oir, that has for its superinten- 
dent a member of the Convention, together with all 
trthers who subscribe to and obey its rules and regula- 
tions. 

Places of annual sessions : In  1811 at Union cllurch, 
in 1812 at Choctaw Corner, in 1873 at Horeb, in 1874, 
Sept. 18, 19, 20, at  Union, in 1875 at Elam, in 18?6 at 
Choctaw Corner, in 181'7 at Mt. Gilead. 

The teachers and leaders of 1874 were, H. T. Whee- 
less, President ; W. B. Woods, John Pope, A, J. Rob- 
erts, Z. D. Lavender, P. Y. James, 2. P.' Booth, John 
Wilson, E. Chapman, W. T. Benson, and C. C. Mc- 
Mullin. Sessions of the auxiliaries of this organiza- 
tion are once in three months, three times in the year, 
the fourth quarterly uniting with the alinual meeting. 

The territory of the Convention is divided into two 
districts, in each of which three auxiliary meetings are 
held annually. 
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CHAPTER XVTI. 

THE COLORED PEOPLE. 

4RFECT would be this history of the growtll I"" and prosperity of this portion of the pi~le belt, 
without some notice of the colored people, once slaves' 
and now fre.e. 

I t  is well known that African slavery was introduced 
into the Virginia colony as early as 1620, perhaps in 
1619. The Dutch, the English, and other nations, en- 
gaged in the slave trade, ernployirlg a large number of 
ships and men, enriching themselves by the traffic, and 
placing thousands of native Africans upon the west  
India islands, and along the Atlantic seaboard of North 
America from Florida to New England. As early as 
1563 Captain Hawkins brought three hundred natives 
from Africa and sold them to the Spaniards' in His- 
paniola for slaves. The first slave importers into 
America were Englishmen ; the first importers into the 
English colonies of America were the Dutch. 

Into New England slaves were imported from the 
West Indies. The Georgia colony Trustees endeavored 
for twenty years, from 1732 till 1752, to secure the 
prosperity of their colony without slave labor, and also 
without allowing the importation of rum ; but finding 
that the colony did not prosper they sarrendered their 
charter to the king and these prohibitions were re- 
moved. 

The first settlers of the Mississippi Territory took 
with them their colored people as slaves, and into all 

612 
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the cotton belt Africans were imported until 1808, when 
by act of Congress the Slave Trade was abolished. But 

'as late as 1860 native Africans from the ship "Wan- 
derer " were in the county of Clarke. 

As has been already said, the colored people have 
been closely connected with the growth ,and prosperity 
of the county. 

They came with the pioneers from the Carolinas, 
from Georgia, Kentucky, and from Virginia; they 
helped to open the plantations; they raised the cotton 
and the corn; they cared for the wants of the house- 
holds; in the home life and the plazitation life, they 
were connected in some may in all the relations of life; 
in joy and sorrow, amid marriage festivities and burial 
solemnities, in visits and at church, in prosperity and 
i l l  adversity, they .ehared with their masters and mis- 
tresses the joys and successes, the trials and the re- 
verses of fortune. 

That relation of master and ser$ant which existed 
nzlder Spanish, French, British, and American times, . 
from 1563 until 1863, no longer exists ; and it becomes 
therefore the more needful, as for many years before 
1860 New England and Northern writers made so many 
attacks upon the system and its workings in the cottonr 
belt, forming what may properly be called an "aboli- 
tion literature," it becomes the Inore needful thatj in 

.the brief space which this subject may need in this 
volume, real facts and some true pictures of home and 
plantation life should be here presented. Many colored 
inhabitants of Clarke, whom the author has seen and 
kuown in their former relations and in their present 
condition, may be expected to read these pages ; and 
they rnay need to be reminded that it js not the his- 
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614 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINQS. 

torian's province to write a story, nor to preserlt any 
prejudiced or onesided views, but to endeavor, with no 
partiality, to present realities, and to present pen-pic- 
tures which are true to the actual life. Not very full, 
in this limited space, can any representations here be 
made. 

On the larger plantations it was the general custom 
to ernploy an overseer. To him was committed the 
general oversight of the hands and the direction and 
charge of the work. 

As might reasonably be expected, some of these 
overseers were not the kind of men they should have 
been, but others were faithful to tlieir weighty responsi- 
bilities. 

The hands were provided regularly with food and 
clothing. Shelter also was provided for all, and good 
medical care in sickness, 6 6  Allowances " were given 
out once a week. 

The ordinary allowance for plantation hands was 
one peck of corn meal apiece for large and small, and 
three and a half pounds of bacon, clear meat, each 
week. Sometimes molasses was made a substitute for 
meat. To the men and women. one pound of good 
tobacco was allowed each month, 

I n  cold weather one dram," or a good drink of 
whiskey, was given each morning. 

For clothing, two suits each year were furnished, 
made of osnaburg, and one snit of kersey for winter ; 
also one blanket and one hat for each hand: Fire wood 
in ~ ~ ~ n d a n c e  was .always to be had, poultry could be 
kept by the colored families, and dairy  product^ were 
more or less abundant. 

The hours *of work were from sunrise to sunset. 
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THE COLORED PEOPLE. 615 

Two hours were allowed at noon, in summer, for dinner 
a r~d  rest ; and one half-hour in  winter. 

In regard to worlc, some owners and overseers re  
quired rnore than others, and doubtless some provided 
less cornforts than others ; brrt all understood that men 
and wotnen must be fed and clothed in order to perform 

service. A prominent citizen of Clurke, who was 
in earlier life an overseer on large plantations, and who 
furnished many of the above facts concerning planta- 
tion handa, in 1839 made ten bales of cotton for every 
hand in the field. He gave his hands that year two 
large dinners. Three of these hands, who were women, 
one of them having a child five weeks old, picked sixty- 
four thousand arid five hundred pounds during the 
picking season, the one with the little child pickixlg 
twenty-two thousand and five hundred yourrds, which 
would make about fifteen bales of ginned cotton. This 
overseer gave prizes, and tllus obtained more than 
ordinary work. His yearly salary was nine hundred 
dollars. He  was accnstotned to have in writing from 
the owner, at the beginning of a year, the amount that 
each hand should receive in food and clothing. 

The house servants were, in some respects, orl (I 

different footing from the plantation hands. 
They were more directly under the eyes and charge 

of their mistresses, and according to the dispositiot~ of 
these, their privileges varied. The great duties of the 
house women were, to cook, wash, iron, do all the 
house work, nurse and attend to the children. 

The attachment of this class to all the members of 
the white f$mily was. usually very strong and very 
pleasant. I n  the wealthier families each white girl 
would have her own waiting maid, and each boy would 
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616 OZAREE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

often have his own particular attendant. The  home of 
a wealthy familp constituted therefore quite a large 
establishment, each country-seat or plantation home 
becomir~g thus a little villa of itself. The girls needed, 
besides their other attendants, a coachman for their 
carriage, and probably a graorn for their ponies; the 
boys needing also a groom for their horses and some- 
times a boy to look after their dogs. I n  the ~rosperi ty  
of the family the colored members shared, and per- 
formed, generally with cheerfulness, their allotted 
tasks. 

Marriages among the colored people were in name 
rather than in fact, and were not very permanent rela- 
tions. Permits, called " passes," signed by some 
member of the white family and which were to be 
shown to any inquiring white person whom they might 
meet, and especially to the patrols, were needful for 
the servants when they wished to go from one hoilie to  
another or from one plantation to another for the pur- 
pose of visiting. To be on the highway, the ''big 
road," after night-fall without a pass was not prudent. 

Often a wife would reside on one plantation .and her 
husband on another. 

I t  was interesting in those days to witness the 
humorous scenes that sometimes were preseuted, when 
several servants would come to the master or  mistress 
each to request "a pass "; not exactly such as is men- 
tioned in Scott's Lady of the Lake, to  secure one in 
passing alnong the secret retreat8 of Loch Katrine, but 
one that would permit each to  leave the plantation 

and be secure from pstrol interference. . 
The great holiday season was Christmas, which none 

to e?bJ'- Various ways were adopted to  earn ' 
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money which would procure larger enjoyment of 
festivities. Some would, bx extra work, secure for 
their own benefit small cotton patclles, others would 
cut cord word at night for the steamboats, some mould 
collect moss from the trees and prepare it fur market, 
and others catch opossums and raise and sell chickens. 
No people could well enjoy the llolidays ttlore than did 
the house and plantation servants of Clarlre, as, dressed 
in their best attire, without care, respcmsibility, or fore- 
thought in regard to their supplies t'or the co~ning 
year, they went from one plantation to another, (lanced, 
feasted, rested, and exchanged greetings with old 
friends. 

According to old travellers, rnusic and dancing are 
strong characteristics of the native Africans. Some one 
asserted, '' When the sun goes down all Africa dances." 
In  1830 and still later, many of the colorect people in 
the cotton and pine belts were native Africantr, and ru- 
tained much of their original disposition:* The second 
and third generations, sltlluugll Americanized in many 
respects, retain sornetl~ing of the native fondness for 
dancing, for music, and for frolics. 

At  the corn hnslrings of former days tllase chnrac- 
teristics would be displayed, as a leader would seat 
himself on the great pile of ears and give out words for 
einging, leading the tune, and often seeming to make 
np the words. After the toil, thus enlivened, would 
come the abundant plantation refreshment8, and then, 
perhaps, the dance or the wild frolic. 

The servants of those days formed an interesting 
*The author remembers dihtin~tly Mbntrose, Wallace, and other native Afri- 

can% in his father's charge, men and women then in or past middle life. Montrose 
used to giye some interesting stories uf his native land. Wallace was of princely 
blood. 
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and a picturesque part of all the church gatherings, and 
especially of the associations, camp-meetings, and other 
large Sabbath gatherings. Neatly dressed in their 
Sunday clothes, the women and girls in bright colors, 
old and young would make their way in. littIe family 
parties, to the place of meeting, occupy the seats 
assigned to them, back of the white congregation; hav- 
ing their membership in the same churches with their 
masters, observing the church ordinances at the same 
time, joining their rich, musical voices in singing, and 
when the meeting cloued returning in crowds along the 
roads to their several homes. Some remembrances 
that go back, now fifty years, recall, in this connection, 
their hearty singing of that grand old hymn, "The 
year of jubilee is come," and as they sang they would 
keep time with their hands, which they called ' patting 
jubil," Surely few, who can now distinctly recollect 
the impressions ,made at camp-meetings and associa- 
tions fifty years ago, can fail to find, interwoven with 
these recollections, that the colored people formed a 
conspicuous and an inseparable part in all these large 
gatherings, and such must recall those scenes, lying so 
far back in the past, with pleasant emotions. Those 
who we18e then children in the cotton belt, with pure 
and fresh hearts, in the homes of comforts and of luxu- 
ries, if they still retain the freshness alld comparative 
purity of their childhood, have many a pleasant picture, 
in colors still blight, hanging on memory's walls, in 
which Anglo-Saxon and Afr ica  elements inseparably 
blend. But it is needful now to look at the colored 
people in their new condition as freedmen. Light- 
hearted as they were, strongly attached, in general, to 

white owners, patient, confiding, and dependent, 
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they made good servants. Some dark shades there 
doubtless were in that life of servitude, some cruelties 
here and tilere, some excesses; but it is now in the 
past wit11 all its associations snd its recollections, and 
the question now is, WilI tlie colored people make as 
good citizens, and inanagers, and providers for their 
own comforts, as they made useful and successful do- 
mestics 4 

Twelve years of training and uf experience they 
have already lied. Tlie year of 1865 ruade a great 
change in the condition of the colored as well as of the 
white inllabitauts in Clarke. The army in Virginia 
surrendered to General Grant, the procla~nation of 
President Lincoln, made in 1863, now reached the re- 
gion of the pines, and the old relation was severed. 

FREEDOM was a large word; but what was connected 
with i t  in the practical matters of every day life? Who 
now would provide food, and clothing, and shelter. the 
three great necessities for continued existence ? 'Who 
would call the physician when sickness came? Who 
would extend pity and show kindness amid sorrows and 
sufferings ? No longer members of the same farnilies 
with the whites, the colored people, as the result of 
freedom, must begin a t  once to provide for thenise1v.e~~ 
to depend upon themselves. To obtain food and cloth- 
ing it was necessary to work. I t  was long ago ordained 
for man, I n  the sweat of thy face shalt thon eat 
bread," and this ancient decree the condition of free- 
dom did not change. For the first year or two, while 
cotton was high, it was compa~*atively easy to obtain 
work on the plantations and so receive supplies in re- 
turn-for labor performed. Aft.erward i t  became more 
dificult, and so the. supplies were sometimes much.1ess 
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abundant than in the old days of 'plantation allow- 
' ances. " 

But gradually those who were willing to work 
learned to adapt themselves to the new circumstances. 
Quite a number left the county, seeking employment 
on the large plantations of Louisiana; others made lit- 
tle homes for themselves and began to work the old 
plantations on shares, and a few bought lands and be- 
gan to be provident and successful husbandmen. As 
family relations changed, so, in a short time, church 

- relations also changed, and Boon tpe colored people had 
their separate chul*ches, Sunday schools, and associa- 
tions, assembling no longer with the whites, as in for- 
mer days, to worship together Him who " made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth,'' who determitied the times before appoint- 
ed, and the bounds of t h e i ~  habitations." (See Acts 
17: 26.j . 

Considering the circumstances and disadvantages in 
these new and separate organizations, they have sue- 
ceeded well. Receiving some advice and assistance 
from their white brethren and having their former 
plantation . preachers ordained, calling others also to 
b ~ ~ o m e  pastors and deacons and hgving these regularly 
ordained, the Baptist pbrtion of the colored people 
have made great advance in religious matters within 
the last few years. Many of then, have learned to read 
and to write, and they tranqact their church and asso- 
ciational business with much earnestnesg, zeal, and de- 
cQrum. The author enjoyed an opportupity of attend- 

. ing for a Short time with a friend the 8th annual 
session of the Colored Bethlehem Baptist Agsocie- 
tion, held near Gobport, . in October, 1877,. and 
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received afterwards from the Clerk a copy of their Min- 
utes. This Association is composed of thirty-six 
churches in three districts. They have twenty-two or- 
dained txiinisters and twenty-three licentiates. A part 
of the churches only are in Clarke county. Some are 
in Monroe, some in Conecuh, and a few in Escambia. 
Moderator, for the year, Elder Armstead Cunningham, 
Clerk, Anthony R. Davison, Treasurer, Zachariah 
Michael. The following extracts from reports will 
show the views of this religious body : 

REPORTS O F  COMMITTEES, ETC. 

"Resolved, That it is the sense of this Association 
that we have an incompetent ministry, caused by the 
churches not being guarded enough in setting apart 
their mernbers to the work of the ministry, and we feel 
that sornethir~g must be done by which this great evil 
can be corrected. 

Besolved, That, in our opinion, the churches in our 
Association, holding ministers in their membership, 
should by the aid of thg rr~ost competent Presbytery 
that can be had, cause a reexamination as to their quali- 
fications to preach the Gospel, and require that said 
minister or ministers be subjected to the judgment of 
said counsel. I f  it is tliought that he or they be quali- 
fied, let them continue to exercise ; otherwise to take 
their credentials from them. And i t  is recommended 
b this Association that the Evangelist be present with 1V a 1 the Presbyteries." 

"Your committee beg leave to report that they have 
taken much interest in inquiring about the literary 
schools, and we are sorry to learn that our schools are 
not advancing as much as they have been. We recom- 
mend that we must not depend entirely on the public 
funds for the purpose of educating the young. W e  
feel it necessary to combine ourselves into a society for 
the purpose of raising a contribution for the purpose of 
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education, which we so milch need. W e  recommerld 
that if some important step is no t  taken for the cause of 
education that we will soon be shut out from tlle knowl- 
edge and understanding which have been  laced in this 
world for us by our great Redeemer. W e  would 
respectfully 1-ecornmend this Association to send one or  
more young ministers to the College from this session, 
as we have had several invitations. We should accept 
some of these good invitations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. J. CUNNIP~'GRAM, Cht(irman. " 

"Your cornlnittee are sorely pained at ihe  ruinous 
effects of intemperance ainong our people, and even in 
our churches, and we would recommend that the as- P tors of our churches be requested to do all that ies 
within their power, both by teaching and example, to 
destroy the wicked habit of drinking ardent spirits. 
Nor do we feel that i t  is presun~ptuous i n  us to warn 
our brethren in other things. If we do not establish a 
higher standard of cllristian morality, all our churches 
shall die, and our children shall sood have no respect 
for the religion of the blessed Lord and Master. There- 
fore,'we would recommend that every church belonging 
to this Association shall see to it that its inernbers are 
walking in righteousness before God, and in love with 
one another. Respectfully submitted, 

N. BIGQS, Chairman. " 
No official information is a t  hand concerning the 

churdhes in the other association, nor concerning the  
Methodist colored churches; but it is  reasonable to con- 
cluda that the views above given will fairly represent 
them all,* 

In rega,rd to  physical comforts, food, clothing, and 
*The "Bladon Springs Missionary Baptist Aasoci&tion," compoaed of churches 

in Choctaw, and Clarke conntiee, was o%ganized in 1877. The Min- 
utes Of lN1* of the fourth nnnnnl eession, report eleven churches, all havi~lg 
snndap-schools- Membership about eight hnndred. Modorator, Rev. L. A. Hays. 

Rev. C. L. hng. who is als0 Missionary of the Association. Ordained Min- 
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shelter, some are still improvident, and their homes do 
not abo~ir~d with the ~lecessaries, saying nothing of tlie 
luxuries of life. A few have good homes,and are thrir- 
ing prosyerons citizens. 011 tlle whole it is not probable 
that the comforts of the colorccl people are increased, 
in the county, beyond what they were in tlie clays of 
regular, daily toil, and weelcly allowauces. They wo1.k 
less, they hunt more, they probably enjoy their situa- 
tion better. Their social privileges are greater, but 
are not so improving to themselves. Their educational - 

advantages are very much inc~eased. They need to 
learn yet more fully the benefits of industrious habits, 
and that comforts and luxuries are the results of intelli- 
gent and well-directed labor, 

PoIitically, in this coanty, the colored votei-s have, 
to a great extent, elected tlieir candidates; but no col- 
ored men have been placed in office in the county, and - 
none have served as jurors in the courts of justice or 
as inspectors of elections:% They are understood to 
prefer white men in these positions, considering them 
to be better qualified than themselves. They have had 
one colored representative in Congress. They vote, for 
the most part, free from rtndue restraints; and elections 
up to this time, have passed off, in this county, quietly. 
On the whole, they have learned much, have improved 
their condition, as freed-men, as rapidly as could well 
have been expected ; but they need to be very true to 
themselves, to their opportunities, and to their white 
friends and brethren and fellow-citizens, in order to be 
istera, F. W. White, L. A. Haye, J. W. Whignm, J. J. Jordan, B. It'. White, R. L. 
Lewie, and C. L. Long. "LicenMates." A. Adams, J. B. Hatcher, W. d. Johnson, 
N. 8. Scott, E. R. ~ e a d .  

Minutes obtained from Robert Osborne, once belonging to the Howze family 
at the Hocke, now a shoemaker near Coffceville and a good workman. 

*This statement, true in 1877, i s  no longer n fact in 1882. A few have been 
jurymen and at least one has been appointed inspector. 
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able to enjoy and share with honor or advantage the 
higher responsibilities of ~ m e r i c a n  citizens. 

In the past hundred years they have done much for 
the growth and prosperity of this portion of the land; 
and it will depend upon themselves very much, upon 
their industry, intelligence, enterprise, and piety, if they 
aid largely in its improvement in the years that are yet to 
come. They can now own dogs, a privilege which they 
seem to enjoy, as well as horses and oattle,and sheep and 
goats, and houses and lands. They can own guns and 
hunt turkeys and deer, and shoot squirrels, under the 
same legal restrictions with the whites. But in order to 
become good citizens and that the truly patriotic white 
citizen may enjoy seeing them beginning to possess 
hornes of their own, they must establish .a reputation 
for industry and fbr I I O ~ S T Y .  Tliey must make their 
white neiglibors feel sure that their corn and fodder 
and cotton, their cattle and hogs and sheep, and all 
their possessions, are as secure as though only white 
neighbors lived all around them. When such a reputa- 
tion is established the colored farmers will see more 
prosperity. 

West of the Moncrief school house, and north-west, 
is a little neigborliood of colored families. The owner of 
the lands is a colored man,Charles Robinson,who rents 
to the other families or hires them to work for him. 
They seem to be thrifty. 

One of the most enterprising and successful of these 
colored land-holders in the county is Moses aunnigan 
Or Cunningham7 sometimes called Moses Calhoun. He  
is adding land to land,* - 

*In l8'I9 going on in his plans in a way that promised to make him iide- 
pel'denuy IiCh he was taken sick and died. The crop of his plantation for the 
Year ~ a e  about fifty bales. 
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THE OOLORXD PEOPLE. 625 

SOME PROhfINENT OOIAORED 3SEN. 

CH.LHLES ROBITSON, named above, has been a land 
owner for about tweIre years. 

MAJOR CLTNNIN~IIA~K,  a young man, has inherited 
quite a large estate. If he proves to be equal to his 
father in management he will become wealthy. 

HENRY HUDSON of Bashi is another prominent col- 
ored far~ner. H e  has acquired in a few years a thou- 
sand acres of land and makes yearly about thirty bales 
of cotton. 

D ~ s s ~ s  NICHOLSON is another who owris a farm, 
writes a good Irand, has built m ~ d  owns a water gin.  

Among others ]nay be n a ~ ~ ~ e d  WESLEY CARTER, 
LUKE Ro~rws t r~ ,  a teacher, ELT& UHAPMAN, of Good 
Springs, a candidate .For coonij  commissioner, JOSEPH 
HILL of Anderson's beat, ANDREW nlld JESSE HORN, 
land owners and farmers of the saunc beat, and JOHN 
BARNER, a land owner of Gosport beat. He  takes the 
co11nt.y paper. Also CHARLES BRTTIS, a politician a t  
Choctaw Corner, OLIVER DOBOSF, at CI-~ove Hill, and 
LVRE ROBINSON and EDWIN AR&IISTEAD, teachers. LEE 
POPE, who owns the Hill plantation, is a prominent 
f a r ~ ~ ~ e r .  When he was ma~*ried Ire took a bridal tour 
up the  river to Selma. 

CHARLES L. DAVIS is pastor at Amity and Orat~ge 
1 JERRY JACXES~N is also a prominent preacher. 
GEORGE WASHINQTON and GEORGE H. WASHINGTON a re  
teachers. Rrcr~nr~ )ND CHILDS and WILLIAM COX, and 
WESLEY M. BETTIS of Gospoi~t, are politicians. Some 
other political leaders are, 50. DIORINSON, JOHN SOOTT,~ 
of Jackson, .MOSES BRAUEY, Gainestowp, N. DAVIS of 
~ h o c f a w  Corner, - DAVTD~ON of Tallahatta, and 

40 
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626 CLARKE AND 1'1's RURROUBDLNOS. 

GEORGE DICKINSON of Bashi. LURE TAYI,OS of Guines- 
town is a teacher. PRANK Drcicr,us~)s is also a teacl~er 
and a proininent man aiubng the coldred people of the 
county, but 11ot a politician. There may be naliled 
here also P ~ R R Y  LEGOETT of Ca~ie Creek beat, BEN 
BRMT~TICA~, JAMES MARTIN, in telligeht a id  capable, 
aild ROB& JONES, a farmer and a good citizen. Among 
the colored men who have becolne land owners the 
names of GEORGE: BUBH and sons deserve honorable 
mention. H e  is now quite advanced in years. He  
wss a member of the old Rockville Baptist cllurch in 
1853, and is now a Baptist preacher, and .an uprigllt 
and honorable man. He  and his sons purcliased 800 
acres of the Sun Plower Bend on the Tombigbee river, 
for which they have entirely paid, and they make fl'om 
twenty-five to thirty-five bales of cotton annually. 

OLIVER FAIR and others, comprising another little 
cornmunity of colored people, bought in the snme 
locality two hundred and fifty acres of land. These are 
all doing well in the farming line. 

Still another name belongs to this record of colored 
Inen of prominence in their several neighborhoods and 
communities. MARK DICKINSON was i11 1852 one of the 
most aspiring and proinising of the young eolored men 
of Grove Hill. He acquired quite a large use of lan- 
guage and of 6ig words, and often made speeches for 
the gratification and entertainment of the white boys. 
He was familiarly called '(the lawyer." He is now, 
of .course, i n  middle age, and has a family to care for 
;and to train up in the right may. 

Others no doubt there are whose names might 
fifittingl~ be added to this record, but tiley have not 
reached the bands of the writer, and 80 cannot be here 
inserted. 
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THE COLORED PEOPLE. 6S7 

In  common with those in other parts of the South 
the colored people of Clarke were: irn1)osed upon and 
deluded by designing men, to some extent, before they 
had learned t~lucll about the rights or the duties of 
American citizens. 

As one illustration niay be l~nmcd tire stake sszc~indle. 
I n  1873 or abont that tiine there passed through the 

county a whi8e man, supposed to be from the Korth, 
with a large bundle of little colored stakes, who called 
upon the freed-men And iold them that the President 
lisd anthorized hi& to ilistribute among them those 
stakes in order that they might beco~ne owners of land, 
and that wherever they stuck one of those stakes the 
lalid should be theirs, no matter who had owned. or 
claimed it. They could make their own selections for 
their farms. The price of a stake was three dollars, but 
when the freed-rnen could not raise that amount the 
stake-man would' sell even for one dollar. And many 
of the credulous and trusting colored people, not then 
well versed in American laws concerning real estate, nor 
in the powers of the President of the United States, 
bought these little stakes, stuck them on the lands of 
their white neighbors, and solrle began to work their 
newly acquired plantations, with what r9sults need not 
be told. Experience teaches something everywhere, 
and after a few impositions of this kind the colored 
people grew wiser. 

'  he migration n~ouenzent offers another illustration. 
Only a few years ago, when from Mississippi so many 
were going to Kansas, a colo~ed man passed throudl 
neighbdrhoods of Clarke and announced to the  l lo red 
people that it was the order of the President for Ihem 
to leave their homes ill Clarke county and join in 
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6'18 CLARKE -4ND I'SS SURROUNDINQS. 

great migratiott inorement. Borne asked tlieir white 

neighbors if they were obliged to obey tliis order, and 
were told .that the President 11:d no right to se~id  theln 
from their hornes, and that they hat1 as good right to 
stay in Clarke county as anybotlf else liad. So they 
staid. 

A few cotnmotions were excited in tlie county, es- 
pecially near Gosport and at Cl~octaw Corner. To 
quell the former disturbance men were liaste~iing from 
the extreme western limits of the county, wliell it WRS 

ascertaiuecl that very few colored Inen had assembled 
and that there was no reaI danger. A t  Choctaw Cor- 
ner, for -a little time, an i~irasion of colored people 
from Marengo was feared. But the alarm soon passed ; 
and, on the whole, the colored inhabitants of Clarke 
have been quiet and orderly. 

That long, narrow, winding body of water, amollg 
the cane-brakes of the Fork, derived its name from a 
large colored man, six feet and a .half in height, who 
ran away from his master and bnilt, in that lonely re-' 
treat, a stockade. Others joined him, and it is said 
the n u d e r  residing here at  length reached twenty-fire 
or thirty. H o w  long the leader, called Hal, was lividg 
in the solitude is now uncertain ; but two or three 
years and perhaps a longer time. Game was plenty 
and some wild hogs were to be found. The lake in- 
habitants had obtained guns. A t  le~lgtll there joined 
them from Claiborne another runaway, a slave of 
mixed blood, and he also was a man of large and mus- 
calarframe, He, by and by, refused to obey the orders 
of ~ 1 1 0  exacted obedience from tboae seeking 

theheartofdixie.net heartofdixie@gmail.com

The Heart O
f Di

xie



shelter wit11 ]kiln. This refusal, in some way, Hal 
punished, and the ellraged new-coiner, wlio wished to 
be a leader, it is said rettl~ned to liis master and gave 
infonuation concerning the liiding-place of Hal and his 
associates. 

A party of armed men soon penetraterl the cane- 
brake, surronnded the stoclrade, shots were fired, Hal 
was killed, the others were either killed, captured, or 
scattered, and the da~lgerotzs Iurking place was broke11 
up. Tliia was about tile ye:w 1846. Since that time 
tlie water lias been called Hal's Lalre. 

UNCLE ADAM AKD AUXT ESTHER. 

The venerable couple named above were servants of 
E. 31. Portis. When Aclam was about eig1it.y years of 
age, his wife Esther being considerably younger, they 
were set free by their master. A csbin a11d garden 
Spot were assigned to them a sllort dis t~ncc frorn the 
Pol'tis residence, and provision was made when needful 
for their support. They raised cllicliens, cultivated 
their garden, and livecl comfortably during the evening 
of their days. Botli were apparently of unmixed 
African blood. Of their earlier life few facts are pre- 
served. Adam, usually called T'ncle Adam, was quite 
tall, erect! devotedly pious, a pIantatio11 preacher. He 
wore a turban on his Ileacl and always carried a cane. 
H e  lived, aftep he was set free, about twenty-four years, 
dying when he was one hundred and four years old. 
He became nearly blind, and at length stooped slightly., 

' 

Aunt Esther was of medium height, a vely neat house- 
keeper, and she kept her l~nsband'r appiirel d w a ~ n  in ' 
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630 CLARKE >LND ITS SURI:OUNDIX'OS. 

p o d  condition. She was very kind to the little white 
children who visited her, but diil not allow thern to  
disarrange her room. She was industrious in her hab- 
its, and muvh attached to her former master and mis- 
tress. She had several cl~ildren and grandchildren. 
Among the latter were Isaac and King, Esther and 
Grace. Little Grace was a very smart, bright girl. 

When sent one day by her mistress, not her grand- 
mother, to take a piece of fresh rneat to a neigl~bor, 
the little e~ rand  girl, some seven years of age retvl.lled 
and reported, in her own dialect, ' L  Her  said her  much 
obleeged tv ye. I Ier  said, when her killed a cow, her . 
send you a piece." (This to be read in a quick and 
sprightly tone to give the spirit of tlie original.) On 
another occasion little Grace was at a neighbor's house 
when some of the family were picking geese. A white 
lady, a neighbor, also called there, a member of a 
family acotlstomed in  tIiose days to do their own work. 
This lady observed that the ope]-ators did not pick the 
geese the right way, and remarked that if they would 
give her an apron she would show .them how. The 
apron %as brought and she commenced work. Little 
Grace ran into the house in wild astouisfirnent. (This 
slow). " She never saw wl~ige folks go visitirlg and go to 
picking geeses. Her mistress wouldn,t go to picking 
geeses. She thought white people sat in the ho~lse 
and looked  rice." Grace called her grandfather 
Grandsire. She used to walk with ;him in the yard, 
lead him about, and ask questions. He became accus- 
tolned in his old age to go into his yard and preach 
without any special audience. &ace would interrupt 
llim asking questions. To avoid these interr~lptions 

would direct her to sing. 80 he peach  snd 
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THE COLORED PEOPLE. 631 

she would sing, entertaining often if not edifying the 
visitors at  the home of the Portis family. Aunt Esther 
died before her husband. Grace grew up and left the 
county. Uncle Adain died about 1855. 

Among the servants belonging to C. E. Woodard 
was one quite tall, large, advanced in age, and some- 
what lame, known as '' uncle Jim. " He was not very 
brisk at  work, and did not like to be huilried. I n  fact, 
as early as 1851 he seemed too old to be hurried, and 
was too lame to be brisk; yet he was trusty, reliable, 
and obliging. H e  could read to some extent, probably 
not with great facility, RS he had but little opportnnity 
for practice. So~netimes, on Sundays, when his duties 
were performed, and there was no preaching a t  the vil- 
lage church in Grove Hill, he  would go in alone, take 
the large Bible from the pulpit and sit down and read 
that holy Book. I3e is believed to have been a truly 
pions man. H e  did not live to see the emancipation 
day. 

Ullcle JEERY, mentioned on page 15'7, was a basket 
and chair malcer. H e  was one of the Creighton serv- 
ants. H e  was, like the renowned Peter Parley, a great 
story teller, entertaining the white children who would 
gather round him to see him make their nice little din- 
ner baskets, and hear his wonderful legends and his 
account of the black folks lore. For his reward he 
would request them to get for him some tobacco and 
some sugar. He was considered, by one a t  least of, 
those little girla, a very noble and faithful oid man. 

' 

H e  died about 1852. 
JAW CATO, now a colored citizen of Clarke, lives 
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632 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINUB. 

about twd and a half miles south-west from the resi- 
dence of John Hill. H.e came from Tennessee when 
twelve years old. He is small in stature. His first 
occupation was to ride race horses. He was afterward 
a drummer in Captain Davis' company in the war of 
1812. He was at Fort Mims. IIe givea n graphic 
account of the Indiaus, of the women belonging to 
Mime, of the marching of his coroyany, of a slcirmisll, 
and of Indian prowess. He  went to St. Stephells. 
Then went to New Orleans. Was a drummer there. 
He saw General Packenham. He  gives a gvod descl9ip- 
tion of Jackson's ditch and breastwork. R e  gives a 
minute. description of Packenham's death and of liis 
anit of armor. Be says no one could catch Packen- 
ham's horse. From New Orleans he came back to 
Mobile. He was in t b  last war. He was at Viclcs- 
burg when i t  was taken by General Grant. Xe'says, 
" them Yankees are hot men.'7 He has a wife and is 
now living in a retired part of the county on a little 
farm, and has the outward appearance of being n very 
old man. Acco-r-ding to his accounts, and he talks like 
an eyewitness of events, he must be between eighty 
arid ninety years of age. 

TURNED WHITE. 

There are some curione freaks of nature, so called, 
some anomalies, some remarkable facts. Tlrere we 
white black-birds, and there is in Clarke county one 
white black man. BEN YO= Was born in Tennessee, 
where they made quantities of maple leugar. . He was 
taken to North Carolina, staid about five years, and 
came as a boy, Ben, with Jabez Pork to Clarke county. 
Hi5 Young master opened a store at  Ooffeeville, then 
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THE COLORED PEOPLE. 633 

went to Bladon Springs. Ben helped to build Turner's 
Fort, and was then, as he thinks, about twenty years 
old. He  saw the friendly Choctaws but did not see 
the  creek^. He  was at  McGrew's Fort. He  lived and 
worked as others for the next forty-seven years, and in 
1861 he began to t u ~ n  white. He was not sick. A 
little patch of the black came off about the size of a 
quarter of a dollar silver piece. Little by little more 
rame off and was replaced by white skin, or rather Ieft 
a white skin under it, and now he is all white except 
the cheeks, a little patch on the forehead, and some 
black on the chin. All the hody and the limbs are 
white. The small spots remaining are a true negro or 
African black, indicating that this now aged man liad 
no white blood. The present skin is not exactly in ap- 
lletlrance like a healthy Saxon skin of a clear blonde, 
and yet it Has no unhealthy look, and to see the limbs 
and body one surely could not suppose that Ben Y0l.k 
was of pnre negro blood. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

GEOLOGY AND UNDEVELOPED RESOURCES. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

EFORE presenting the special physical features of B Clarke it may be well to glance at the divisions, 
as to soil, productions, and occupations of t h e  entire 
state. , 

Five regions have been marked out, by some wrfiers, 
for the state of Alabama. 

I. THE TIMBER .REGION. 

This i s  said to exten4 from the Gulf and Bay north- 
ward and across the state, terminating about forty miles 
north of the Florida line or of the pral lel  of latitude 
31". The characteristic vegetation of this region is the 
long leaf or yellow pine. 

Berney speaks of the Pine Belt as extending as far 
north as Nanafalia and Camden, covered with a mag- 
nificent growth of long-leaved, or yellow pine, of 
immense economical value.)' He says, The soils are 
light, thin, and sandy as a rule," with many fertile 
localities, " notably in the richer counties of Butler, 
Monroe, Clarke, and Choctaw. 9 '  

Says Uharles Nohr .of Mobile, ( 6  The lands above 
high water, in the maritime plains of the pino region, 
6 t h  a soil richer id vegetable mould, are the home of 

lofty magnolias, the live oak, water oak, associated 
the pond pine. These are called hammocklands- 
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They harbor an undergrowth of shubbery unsurpassed 
in variety and beauty." And in this connection he 
mentions the caly can thus, tlie andromedas, blueberries, 
azalias, and the gorgeously blooming kalmia. 

Tlie long or Spanis11 inoss is found within this timber 
belt and as far north as latitude 32". Area of this 
region 11,000 scluare miles. 

11. TIIE COTTON REGION. 

The breadth of this on the west is one hundred miles 
and on the east side sixty miles, extending across the 
state to a point on the east boundary one hundred miles 
north of Florida. This region has a stiff, black, rich 
soil. This part of the state is not watered by such beau- 
tiful running streams as the region of the.pines,and good 
water was formerly difficult to obtain. In  1835 artesian 
wells began to be bored here. These are from three 
hundred to more than a thousand feet in depth, and 
furnish a supply of water which if not cold is abundant. 
Area 11,500 square miles. 

111. THE AQRIOUI.TURAL AWI) NANUFACTURINQ REGION- 

The average breadth of this third belt across the 
state is thirty-five miles. The soil is sarldy. There 
are streams and waterfalls. Area, 8,100 square miles. 

This covers the north-eastern portion of the state, 
extending in a no]-th-easterly direction one hundred and 
sixty miles with an average breadth of eighty miles. 
I t  contains three coal fields with an area of four 'thou- 
sand square miles. It  furnishes also. limestone, sand- 
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636 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

stone, iron ore, white marble, soapstone, flagstone, 
and granite. Area, 15,200 square miles. 

This occupies the north-tvesr corner of the state. 
The productions aye grain, grapes, cotton and n)rn, 
and stock. Area 4,323 square miles. 

Geology as a science proposes to give the hi at or^ of 
the mineral masses of the earth ;'and of the orgallic 
remains which they contain." And everything which 
is uot animal or vegetable is called mineral, the ten11 
rock, ever), including I. the loose materials, the soils, 
clays, and gravels, that cover the solid parts." Of 
the now almost seventy kuown elements, the followillg 
sixteen, silicium, aluminium, potassium, sodium, mag- 
nesium, calcium, iron and manganese; osogen, hydro- 
gen, nitrogen, carbon, sulphur, chlorine, fluorine, and 
phosphorus; make up in their combinations the glSeat 
bulk of the mineral matter of the earth. The " organic' 
remains " found in the soil and in the rocks proper are 
remaills of animals and vegetables which lived some 
time in the past. (See Hitchcock7s Geology, pages I?, 
20, 53.) So abundant are ten minerals, co~nbinatio~s 
of elements, as to be ca11eled the ,poJogic aZplpha6et. 
These are, quartz, feldspar, mica, hornblende, aogite i 

talc, gypsum, serpentine, and limeatone. 

At some period in the new or more remote past, the 
Ocean water covered this region, covering, 
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whole So~it~i~-East. Ilnbeclded in the caves of Clarke 
an11 fir1n1~- inwrought into the roclcs wllicll cover some 
of its higllest hills. are salt-water shells, once evidently 
containing living organis~us, which lived in the waters 
of the great sea. I t  is not necessary for one to believe 
that these, or anJr other organisms on the snrface of the 
earth belonged, as a late geologic snrvey states con- 
cerning certain remains. to t'orms of a life so old that 
the inust esaltccl ilnigirlation of the poet and geologist 
can have no ndeqnnte couception of the lapse of tiwe 
since they were possessed of life."* I t  is custoniary 
and perhaps popular for scientific geologists, so callecl, 
to clain~ periods of allnost interminable length, as a 
necessity, on their theories of creatiou or rather of for- 
mation, in order to provide for tlle various changes of 
which the surface of the earth bears witness. And then 
after, or rather before, the geologist, comes the scien- 
tific chemical reasoner, and he says, that a11 these 
rocks were f i~rmed, and these various strata, from ele- 
nlents wllicll existed once in very different for~ns ; and 
that for the combination of elements and the decompo- 
sition of elemetlts, long ages must have been reqnired. 

And thus there is made out by this science, "ihlsely 
so called," a dul*ation in the past for this old earth of" 
onrs as near to an eternity as inan's mind can readily 
grasp, extending over lrlillenniulns of cento~ies, a i d  
millenniulns of n~illenniums, beyond the power of ordi-. 
nary arithmetic to ~leckon. In  Lubbock's Pre-Ilistoric 
Times, the following esti~i~atcs are made. For the for-. 
niation of the chalk, which is Inore than one thousalld 
feet in thickness, ]nore than one liondred and twenty 
thousand years. For the dirrrin~;tk,n of tile Weald ill. 
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638 CLARKE AND ITS SUSROUNDINOS. 

the Wealden Valley, which is twenty-two 1nile5 in 
bl~eadth, it "must have required more than one' bun- 
dred and fifty thousand years." And these periods, 
according to these reasoners, bring us  back but a short 
distance toward that past, when, if ever, God truly 
created the heavens and the earth. For  those believ- 
ing distinctly, not in the God of science, but in the God 
of the Bible, a personal, living, intelligent Being, and 
believing as fully in miracles, in divine interpositions, 
these is yet no necessity, in view of the facts, not the 
theorids, vf geology, to  believe in the existence of trlore 
than eight or ten thousand years since those n~zthorita- 
tive words were spoken, '& Let there be  light,'' in order 
to allow sufricient time for all the geologic changes since 
the beginning of those great creative days. And good 
writers claim to be able to show that. they arz .theom's8 
and not facts which geologists present, when they 
enlarge so eloqnently upon the necessity of immense 
periods of time.since the beginning of animal and veg- 
etable life upon our globe. . 

The State Geologist haa not yet made a survey of 
this county, and no definite scientific description will 
be here attempted. Geologists have divided or  classi- 
fied the -various strata or layers of the crust of our 
globe thus: 1. Azoic, containing no animal remains, 
and supposed to have been formed before any animals 
existed on the earth or in the .waters; 2, Silurian, 
when molluscs lived, comprising, among other forma- 
tions sandstone, limesbone, shale, and salt beds ; 3. 
Devonian, when fishes lived, known eepecially as the 

red sandstone ; 4. Carbonifemua, containing moon- , 

tain limestone, milistone grit, and the great coal 
IHeasure5 ; 5 -  Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous, when 

' 
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reptiles lived, comprising especially tlie cllalk forma- 
tions ; and 6. Tertiary and Quatenlary formatibns, 
~vlieu ~na~riiilals began to .live. After all tli.ese forma- 
tions geologists suppose the age of mind or mtzn to 
hove commenced. One characteristic fossil of this 
county, known as the zeuglodon, belongs to the ter- 
tiary formation. Tlie bones of this ani~rir~l were very 
aumerou8 betweell Grove $Xi11 and C'otfceville, and 
pnrticula~*Iy on the Creagh plantation, around a place 
known as Tlie socks. The animal when living is sup- 
posed to have resembled sliglltly tlie wlale. I t  was 
from eighty to one hundred feet in length, liad large 
jaws and yoked teeth, and is described by Prof. Owen 
'' as one of tlle ruost extraordinary of ma~r~iiisliti which 
the revolutions of the globe hare blotted out uf the 
number of esisting beings." I t  seems to h ~ v e  been 
first brought to the attention .of the Association of 
American Geologists, by Ilr. Ha1:lan at tlieir meeting 
in 1841. I t  was afterwards named by Prof. Owen 
Zt3uylodon cetnide8. I n  Hitclicocl~'~ Geology, page 
168, may be fi>und a representation of one of these ani- 
mals, the skeleton being now in Berlili, Europe, having 
been taken from Clarke county. Prof. Buckley and 
Sir Charles Lyell visited this county for tlie purpose of 
examining these l*emains. Brewer says that Prof'. 
Jhckley obtained a vertebral coluliln seventy feet i n -  
length, together with the bones of the head, the ribs, 
and the.limbs, which skeleton i s  now in a mnseunl in 
Boston. ,Hitchcock, in his text book of Geology, 
credits this animal to  Alabama alone ; Webster credits 
it to Georgia and Alabama ; while Brewer states that 
its remain@ have also beeii found in Mississil)pi and 
Louisiana. It mag be* safely a3firmed that nowhere 
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640 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGG. 

hare Zeuglodon bones been found in such dmndance 
as in the county of Clarke. 

The editor of the Clarke County Detnocrat, wha 
lives on the edge of the Zeuglodon region, and speak- 
ing of a number of these fossils whieh he lias collected, 
some pieces weighing thirty and forty potlnds, observes: 
"Jl~dging from the size of these bones, the Zeuglodon 
must have been an animal of mammoth proportions. 
As to the time when those animals ceased to exist, and 
under what circumstances their bones were deposited, 
in such layge numbers on this soil, can never be 
known. They lie here in their allnost i~rlperishable 
petrifaction, defying Time's destructive hand, as silent 
evidences of the past-of the throes and convulsions 
of the earth which made high and dry land of the 
ocean's bed; and here they will remain during the  
ages to come, for the inspection of the curious, and as 
evidences of beings that lived and died, it may be, 
thousands of years ago." 

That large quantitieb of fossil shells exist in this 
county has already been mentioned. They may be 
found ill the Bashi cave region, in different ,places, 
along Bassetts Creek, near the old fort Sinquefield, in 
the rocks near Gainestown, and in the western portion 
of the county. Specimelis of shells, taken from the  
Bashi caves and from a well bored into a shell bed 
twenty-five feet flgorn the surface, weye placed in .the 
hands of Professor Oharles E. Hamlin, Harvard Uni- 
versity~ Cambridge, Massachusetts, who gave the111 a. 
seient.ifR - examination and very kindly returned with. 
them the following list of names. some a l t s  repre- 
senting a few of these shells may be looked for op a, 
later page. 
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1. ~enericardia 
planicosta, 

Lam. 
2, Crassatella 

a1 ti, 
Conrad. 

3. Ancillarin 
subglobosa, 

Conrad. 
4. Crepidula 

lirata, Conrad; 
coi*~~n-arietis, Lea. 

5. Cardita alticostata, Conrad; 
Venericardia tmnsversa, Lea. 

6. Qtherea (Callista) 
Bquorea, Conrad; 

Hydii, Lea. 
7. Rostellaria 

Lamarckii, 
Lea. 

8. Voluta 
(probably) Sayana, 

Conrad. 
9. Turritella 

lineate, 
Lea, ' 

10. 'Pectunculu8. ' 

11. Pecten. 
- 12. Pecten. 

13. Voluta, 
(mu& distorted, 

species uncertain), 
14$. Teeth of Shark, 
' 41 
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642 OSARKE AND ITS SUEBOUNDINGB. 

The State geologist of Alabama, Dr. E. A.  Smith, 
classifies the rocks thus : strati$ed, deposited in strata 
and formed from the "disintegration of some pre- 
existing rocks "; the massive or igneous rocks, contain- 
ing no organic remains, not formed, from other rocks; 
and mmtamorphic rocks, crystalline, fossil relnains usu- 
ally obliterated. The earth cooling contracts, u~~equa l  
pressures, oscillations of crust, mountains formed. The 
whole process "a slow one, extending over ages." 

The movements of the earth's crnst periodic. At  
the close of the Carboniferous age, the Appalachian 
chain became a fixed mountain raige. 

Prof. Dana gives twenty periods of geologic forma- 
tiorls in North America. These are assigned, after life 
on earth commenced, to six ages: 1st and earliest, of 
invertebrates, Silurian Age; 2d of fishes, Devonian; 3d 
of vegetables, Carboniferous; 4th of reptiles, Reptilian 
Age; 5th of mammals; 6th of man. Near the close of 
the Reptilian Age is placed the ISth, the Cretaceous 
formation. In  the Age of Mamtnals is the Tertiary, 
the 19th, the formation asgigned to most of Clarke 
county, divided into Eocene, Niocene, - Pliocehe. Go- 
evd with man is placed the 20th and last formation, 
called Quaternary, including the Drift, the Loam, and 
Allnvium deposits. 

Paleozoic time, before which was Azoic or no life, 
Fncludes the first three ages, ages according to geola I 

gists of almost unmeasurable length. Mesozoic t ide  in -  
-eludes the fourth or Reptilian. The-Age of Mammals 
:and of Man is called Cenozoic tinre. 

-@lsrke c o u t ~ ,  according to the state geologist, is 
most* tertiary, as to its.geologic fornation. Air Mount 
b ~ l ~  to the cretaceous; .QeoZogic t h q .  '&After the 

theheartofdixie.net heartofdixie@gmail.com

The Heart O
f Di

xie



Paleozoic forlnations were deposited and the A ppa- 
lachian formation was made," forming the Atlantic 
mountain border, the southern limit of the continent 
was near the present city of.ruskaloosa. The mouth 
of the Mississippi was then near the present mouth of 
the Ohio. The lower part of Alabama was then, of 
course, beneath the waters of the Gulf. (If some one 
should ask, This was when ? Echo alone would an- 
swer,, When ?) The receding of tlie s h ~ r e  line south- 
ward is claimed in this theory to have been "very 
gradual and uniform," and the remains of animals then 
inhabiting the sea were imbedded in the soil, which as 
the waters receded was exposed to the sunlight. 

Such is the theory which accounts for our now find- 
ing such quantities of sea shells, such 'remains of the 
wonderful cetaceuus mammal, called zeugIodon.5 

The Tertiary Formation in Alabam'a has not been 
t l ~ o r o u g h l ~  studied. The Eocene diyision prevails so 
far as known. Subdivisions given are, Buhrstone, 
Olaiborne, Jackson, Vieksburg, and Grand Gulf. A 
section on Bashi Creek near Woods Bluff is thus given 
by Profe~essor Tclo,tney : Thirty feet uf fossiliferous gap1 
with green sand and caves; "blue saqd, thickness 
variable," six feet of lignite and clay ; laminated CIW; 
sand, and mud, thickness variable "; and an, .andeter- 
mined thickness of lignite below. Abdre'all these are,. 
accarding.to the state geologist, about one hundred.a*d 

. seventy-five feet of laminated clays and sands, and ,then 
the buhrst&la proper, ' & a  series of beds consistin$ of 
white .ailicons &ay s with beds of silicified shells, also 
a~umihous sandstoqes aqd dapstones with ~ o s s ~ ~ s . ~ '  

* Wheneve+ the, tertiary formation oecurre4 free confeps ind'eJd- 
nal belier . c b t  these.large animqla lived either In the days of Methueelah Or since . 
 hi^ time. 'guchanopinian may seem u'nocIdn&llc and yet be true. T' ' , 
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644 CLA EKE .AND ITS BURROUNDINUS. 

The green sand, so-called, which oftep prevails, de- 
composing "imparts to the soil a deep red tinge." 
This red tinge is found in the sand and clay in different 
parts of Clarke. Fertile soil may be expected where 
the beds of green sand lare found. 

In the bluff' at  Claiborne, as given by Professor 
Tuomey, the following strata appear: A drift for~na- 
tion, red sand, loam, and pebbles, thirty feet, mottled 
clay, eight feet, limestone with green sand, fifty-four 
feet, ferruginons sand with small shells highly fousil3: 
erous, thicknese not given, limestone, whitish, sixty- 
two feet, limestone and clay, fifteen feet. The Clai- 
borne bluff is two hundred or more feet in height: The 
zeuglodon bones are found usually in the clays and 
marls, and associated with the white limestone are 
assigned to what is called the Jackson group. 

The white limesto&, so b c  well developed " at St. 
Stephens . and in ' various places in Clarke couni$, is 
assigned to the Vicksburg group. 

The stratified Drift, or Orange Sand, is a widely 
spread formation of Alabama covering '' nearly all the 
lower. half of the State." Its materials are pebbles, 
sand, and clay; the pebbles.and sand often cemented 
into pudding stones and ferruginons sandstones. The 
.sand6 are tinted by'hxide of iron, or&e, red, yellow, 
and other colors agpeming, 

. " 
' The Southern Drift differs from the Northern. It 

1s stratiited. A large flow of water is supposed to have 
%read these beds of sand and pebbles where they now 
lie. To one who has never seen pebble beds, those of 

, Ckke would be certainly astonishing. Well migh4 he 
wmder where they -came from and how they came, 
unless he could believe that they were created as peb- . 

r 
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bles where now they lie. Broke0 fragments of the 
sandstones are fonnd near the tops of hills reminding 
one, says the state geologist, "of the remailis of an old 
forge.'' A remarkable exatnple of these broken stones ' 

is 3n a hill side not far from Grove Hill. And on many 
and many a hill-of Clarke the stones are, to one accus- 
tomed to the prairie leas, perfectly wonderhl. 

Minerals of the county having more or less value 
are the following: limestone, found in many parts and 
as yet used merely for building chimneys; marble, 
hard, near Gainestown; mica, probably in some quan- 
tity, in West Bend, near the residence of E. S. Thorn- 
ton ; marl beds, in different places; hard rock of differ-: 
ent kinds, useful for building parposes; lignite, number ' 

of beds and amount not known ; clay, suitable for mak- 
ing' brick; and, according to Indian statements, some' 
silver; But that by whites has not yet been dis- 
covered. 

A t  Gainestown, some years ago, a mill was erected 
and several thousand dollars' worth of marble was cut 
011t and polished. I t  was considered too hard for ordi- 
nary work. This marble vein will quite surely again be . 

utilized. 
The salt springs and wells of the county are impor- 

tant in considering the geology as well as the resources 
of Clarke. 

These, and also the' sulphur syri~lgs, were discov- 
ered by, M~Far land  through some Indian traditions.. 
McFarland, as the name indicates, was a 'Scotchman, 
who before the Indian War, about 1809, ?st opened . 

what are known as the Lower Salt Works. . !Fhese we're 
. ' afterwards. leased by Ball & Bayard, from Bbto1b in' 

the year 1819. At that time planters would exchange 
a load of cbrn a t  the ('works " for a load of salt* 

theheartofdixie.net heartofdixie@gmail.com

The Heart O
f Di

xie



646 , CLARKX AND ITS SURROUNDINQS. 

There are three special localities where at different 
times salt has been made. 

1. LOWER WORKS. 

S d t  Reserve or the Lower Salt wbrks is a locality 
just nprth of Oven Bluff on se6tions twenty-one and 
twenty-eight. 

2. CENTEAL WORKS. 

The location of these springs and wells is near Salt 
Mountain. 

3. UPPER w&K~. 

The locality k n o h  as the Upper salt '  Works is on 
sections sixteen and seventeen, in township seven, 
range one east. The furnaces .at these works were flit- 
.uated about on the section line. 

During the-;years of the civil war this salirle region 
of Clarke proved to be a great benefit to the southern 

'. part of the Oonfederacy: . Salt is a necessity for man 
and for some domestic animals, and here. it was oh- 
tained. The State held land as reservation at the 
upper and Lower Works, and of these the follodng 
reliable statements have been given : 

"LOWER STATE WOEKS. 

Number of men employed, four hundred, 
Furnaces-twenty. To each twenty men. 
Number of teams' eighty, fonr to each furnace. 
Amount of salt made per day, fonr hundred bushels, 
Length of. time work continded, three and a' half 

years. 
Price of halt at the works, $6 to $40 per bushel. 

UPPEE BTAm WOEKS. . 
Nnmber of men employed six hundred: * 

Furnaces thirty. . 
Number of teama one hundred and twesity. 
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Amonnt of salt made per dey, six hundred bushels. 
Length of time work continued, about three years. 
Price of salt at  the works, $10 to $40 per bushel. " 
The Central Works were carried on by private en- 

terprise and it is clczi~ned that more salt was made than 
at either of the otlier places, some claiming that as 
much was made as at  both the others. The above 
statements do uot include the men engaged in cutting 
wood and in other work. Taliing into the number all 
engaged in various ways and it is very certain that be- 
tween two and three thousand hands were kmployed nt 
the Upper Wo~sks alone. In all, engaged in making 
salt in Clarke county for three years there were, of 
white and colored persons, more than six thousand. 
A t  the State Works, i t  is said, the Sabbath was 
observed and work stopped. Business sometimes 
stopped at the private works over Snnday. 

The following are also statements from reliable 
so11rces: 

The salt was sold at from two dollars and a half to 
seven dollars a bushel in gold; a t  forty clollars a bushel 
in Confederate money. 

I t  was taken down the river ant1 was conveyed by 
teams into Alabama, Nississippi, Georgia, and else- 
where. So numerons were these teems that for miles 
from the various L i  works" it was difficult to cross the' 
road. The line of teams resembled those sometimes 
seen in a busy and crowded city. And these places 
seemed like manufacturing cities. 

I n  the woods, where fuel was obtained for the fur- 
naces, no single axe nor single falling tree could be 
heard. At the Upper Works the pine timber Was cut 
down on the Government Reserve, on sections six- 
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648 CLARILE AND ITS SUBKOUNDINGS. 

teen seventeen, and on some four other sections, 
making in all nine or ten sections cleared to supply 
fufnaces with fuel. 

Wells were bored to  obtain the water. These were 
a t  first artesian, that is, the water rose to the surface; 
but as more wells were added toathe number, (and a 
line of wells was at length horcd a. mile in extent), it 
became necessary to yump the water about sixteen feet. 
Salt water was fofonnd at a depth of one 1111uclred and 
sixty feet. One well was near1 y six hundred feet it1 
depth. Some of these wells are now overflowing, 
furnishing salt for the stoclc tliat range here. Some of 
these wells furnished thirt.y-three and a half gallons in 
a minute. Seven kettles of water would rnalre one 
kettle of salt, (seven or eight gallonu of cane juice 
make one gallon of' molasses. The amount of evapora- 
tion in each process, making salt and making molasses, 
is thus about the same). 

In the swamp or bottom land salt water was reached 
a t  the depth of eight feet. 

One man at the Upper Works, wit11 one furnace, 
having from fifteen to twenty hands, made s i x t ~  bushels 
a day. J. 0. Hicks, with one furnace, fifteen hands, 
and a less number of pans, using five cords of wood, 
averaged tllirty-six bushels a day. 

At the Upper Works were the State ?Vorks, the 
Counk~ Works, and the Nordlinger Works, besides 
~ l i v a t e  works* Solne polnped by steam, some by 
Iluyse Power- The state management is said not to 
h w e  suaeeeded so well as the management by private 
enterprise. At the Lower Works tile wells were in  ''* from sixty to one hundred and fifty feet. The 
water at first flowed over the top, but soon pumps were 
needful. 
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As comluon salt is a chloride of sodium the salt 
water found here attests the presence of. tllose two ele- 
men ts, sodium anti chlorine. 

Wlip tlie nlanufacture of salt may not be profitable 
liere some day rernains to be seen. Tlle water of the 
celebrated Chondaga salt spririgs in  Xew Yurk contnins 
about one-se\~entl~ lmrt clry salt. This contains about 
the sallle. T1lel.e were made in New Yorli, in one 
year, six ~llillions of bushels. In Virginia tlie sarne 
Sear tliere were made t h e e  and a half millions. Ac- 
cording to the figures giver1 above there were rnade in 
Clarke coulity in one year a half 111illion bnsliels. I n  
the year referred to above twelve millions of" bushels 
was the estimated amount made in the C'nitecl States. 

If the supply of water is abnndant, or allytlling like 
unfailing, the salt wells of Clarke will again bcconle 
valuable. 

On the line of tlle Grand Tsnnlr mill*oacl between 
Jaclcson and Mobile it is said that these are valuable 
beds of lignite. A survey along that line, in reference 
t u  the mineral deposits, was once made, but it has not 
been given to the pablic. 

SULPIIUR WELL. 

One mile from Jackson, southward, is the noted 
sulphur well of the county. I t  was bored ill 1862. I t  
is Artesian, one hundred feet in depth. The diameter 
of the bore is four inches. The force at first was SUE- 
cient to sencl the water ten feet above the ~urface. It 
now flows over the surface in a f1111,clear stream. I t  is 

not very cold, but its medicinal qualities are said to be 
excellent. Some of the water was analyzed by Professor 
Stubbs of Auburn, Alabama, and fousd to contain sul- 
phur and soda. 
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650 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDLNQ~S. 

I n  1874 some one plugged up this well, and it caved 
i n  a little. The plug was soon removed. A man 
Mobile bored several wells around this. Some were 
within two hundred yards. One of these, about orle 
hundred feet in depth, furnished a bold stream, but 
very different kind of water from tllia sulphur well. I t  
was reportcjd that copper was taken out of one of these 
wells. 

This well is owned by J. M. Finch whose residerlce 
is south of Suggsville. It is a place of considerable 
resort for invalids and pleasure seekers. I t  might 
be madg, by the erection of snitable buildings, a de- 
lightful "pace for bathing and drinking medicinal water. 
I t  is about four miles from the central salt works' 
springs. 

Before passing to notice b '  undeveloped resources, " 
the following observations are considered worthy of rec- 
ord as illustrating the rapidity of the action of water, 
one recognized agency in geologic changes. 

On what was formerly the Bettis place, sectiori thir- 
teen, township eight, range three east, is a little stream, 
flowing at leugth into Bassetts Creek, measuring in 
breadth not more than eighteen inches, which has within 
a few years cut into the soil, here, mostly sand and 
gravel with a little clay, and laid bare the limestone bed 
beneath, at a depth of from five to fifteen feet. In sorne 
places the cut is now about eight feet wide; in others 
it is forty, and at the surface even sixty-. The lime- 
stone is sofkwhen first exposed to the air. Some of it 
is umsses of shells, generally small, conntless almost 
in nnmber i n  even one cubic yard,and well defined and 
beautifol, cr~lnbling readily when exposed to the air. 
Into soft limestone the running wat& has already ' 
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cut channels,in places from one foot to four feet in depth. 
The stream of water; it is to be remembered, io small, 
and it is but a few years since the surface was broken 
and the first action here commenced. A few mild  
distant there is an illustration. of water action on a 
grander scale. 

On 'the east side of Bassetts Creek, on the nor& 
side of the Claiborne road is an old plantation. It h& 
been cultivated for many years and is nearly ''worn 
out." . A little. stream of water started from one of 4he 
hill sides and bega,n to wear on the surface of the eulti- 
vated land. Year a h r  year its action -went on, snd 
now enormous gullies are there, from twentYcto fo'dy 
feet in depth, and probably Hty and* sixty' feet in 
breadth; :and it is safe to say that millibns of t m s  05 
sand have been washed out and spread over the once 
rich creek bottom lands, covering hundreds of .acres, 
rendering it worthless at present for'tillage. Tbe &pidl 
cutting out of immense gulches on the hill. sides of the 
older plantations is rtstonishing to those who have never' 
observed the action of running water. 

RESOUROEFJ- 

Among the resources of the county,. not yet .to any 
great extent developed, one would naturallf,hok: first 
at the immense quantity of pine. 

Some years ago D. Daffin, Editor for so many years 
of the Grove Hill Herald, but then an invalid in the 
State. of Minneeota in search of health, writing a series 
of letters for the Democrat, and having described 

. Minnghaha and having spoken of the falls and of "the 
. immense number.of logs to be seen there, wrote the 

following: bLThis lumber business is one of the *most 
powerful elements of wealth in the state." '' The pine 
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662 CLAWE AND m SURROUNDINOS. 

tirnber of Clarke county would be worth millions of 
dollars i n  many parts of Illinois; and though it may 
nuw appear unreasonable, it would not surprise me if 
much of the pine timber in Sooh11 Alabama were used 
north of the Ohio river before 1900." 

As illustrative, in regard to this pine, the following 
facts are presented concerning spar timber which has 
been exported from the county. 

Some citizens o f ,  the county were engaged in the 
years of 1852,1853,1854, and 1855, in getting out spars 
forforeign market. The pieces were required to be from 
eighty-two and a half to ninety-two and a half feet long. 
'They were to be from twenty-six to thirty inches in 
digmeter for one sixth of the length. At the small 
end they were to be frorn eighteen to twenty-one inches 
ih diameter. They were to be hewed for one sixth of 
the length on eight sides or into eight equal sides, and 
for five sixths of the length they were to have siiteen 
equal sides. Only three-fourths of an inch of sap was 
allowed on a stick. 

The wheels used in conveying the Bpara to the river 
were nine feet in diameter, the tires being six inches in 

. breadth. One pair of wheels was placed at each end 
of the q a r .  The axles of the wheels were iron, four 
inches in diameter. Ten and twelve yoke of oxen were 
uved to draw these timbers. A snatch block was used, 
with rope three hundred feet in length, to pull the tim- 
bers out to the wheels. *Ten hands were eGployed in 
tlliswork, besides two to oversee $he whole. These men 
wollld average one piece of this timber a day, delivered 

the bank of the river. From twenty to twenty-five 
. . pieces were fastened together into s raft and floated to 

Mobile. 
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GEOLOGY AND UNDEVELOPED RESOURCES. 6 d 3 

A Mobile contractor, Joseph E. Murrell, who had a 
contract from the French Government, purchased these 
ti~nbera, paying for each stick, delivered a t  Mobile, 
fiom eighty to one hundred and fifty dollars. Sorne- 
times for an unusually lai4ge one he would pay two 
hundred dollars. They averaged one hundred dollars 
a stick. Murrell of course obtained much more for 
them. I n  1853 two Spanish vessels, one large and the 
other small, came to Mobile and bougllt one hundred 
and eighty pieces. These Spaniards aie represented a s  
having been "treacherous." They mould wet the tape 
line and stretch it when measuring their timber. These 
American lumbermen therefore sent North and had a 
tape line made with wire in it which could not be  
stretched. This line cost five dollars- I t  probably 
saved many times five dollars. These men. stopped 
work during the months of July and August, and also 
during Dscernber and Sanuary, following this ,business 
only eight months in the year. A t  one time forty days' 
work with five hands, twenty sticks only'being delivered, 
brought to the workmen in Clarke twenty-seven han- 
dred and fifty dollars. The longest spar obtained was 
ninety-two feet long, thirty-two inches in diameter one, 
sixth of the length, and twenty-two inches *at the small 
end. A tree which would make'a spar.eighty-two feet 
in length,would generally be one hundred and twenty- 
five feet in height 

This timber when taken to ~ o b i l e  was kept nnder 
water, sunk in the creeks near Mobile, to protect i t  
from rnildew'and firom sun cracks. So~netilnes four o r  
fire cargoes would be thus on hand at one t h e .  These 
spars 'yere taken out some thirty miles from Mobile 
&d loaded into the ships through a window in the end 
or stern of the vessel. 
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654 CLARKE AND ITS SURBOUNDINBS. 

Seventy-five thousand dollars worth of timber went 
thus from Clarke and Monroe, iu a few years, across 
the Atlantic to France and to Spain, the two countries 
that had each in turn, in the years of the past, held 
control of the great long-leaved pine belt. 

One of the d e n  engaged in this enterprise, in the 
years above named, said, that he didnot want a fortune 
any nearer than to have good timber near a river. 

The lumber for the great bridge at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, is said to have been taken from Monroe county, 
where there are mills that cut one hundred thoasand 
feet a day. Before many years such mills must surely 
be erected in Clarke, a id  surely in these .magnificent 
pines, which now rear their lo.fty, summits upon thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands of acres of land, which 
could' now be bought for one dollar an acre, are im- 
mense undeveloped resources. And not' for lumber 
alone are these valuable, but for phch, for tar, for tur- 
pentine, and for resin. In 185!3 and in 1860 quite a 
large turpentine business was commenced in the pine 
forests north of -Coffeeville by Dr. Alexander, Henry 
Eudson,, Jesse Scruggs and J. Fescue. At that time 
the resin would not pay for transportation, and so was 
thrown away, forming near the. turpentine diatillery st 
large resinous pond. So soon. as a line of rail~aad 

' 

pkses tllrough this pine region every p r a h c t  of this 
tree must becom e merchantable and valu&l,le. 

Within the laat few 'ye&$ the timber business ?baa 
largely revived under a new:form.  he. st;icks. of timd 
her are hewed on four aides .but .aquare& mme 
&ticks b e h ~ :  twe~ty.-fol~ b J t ~ e n t ~ + s i ~ . & & ~ ~  .at the:=d, 
and ofthe pieces %%y.feet inlength:. They bring 
in Mobile from twelve. to -6fiy'. d o l l ~ a ,  a aticki:, One' 
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plan for sixty-nine pieces received nine hundred dollars. 
Much of this goes to England. An English firm, 

Guy, Bevan & Co., of Mobile and London, lumber- 
tnen, have lately Eecome owners of some large tracts of 
Clarke county pine. 

I t  is possible that s better market rnight be found 
for this pine in New England. At  the city of Holyoke 
on the Connecticut river, the great paper city of the 
country, where one hundred and fifty tons of paper are 
made in a day, a large quantity of this pitch pine, ob- 
tained a t  present from Georgia, is going into use. 
Millions of feet are needed there now in a year. The fol- 
lowing figures will give the dimensions in inches of the 
timber now wanted there, the pieces to be from twenty 
to forty or fifty feet i n  length ; 8 by 8 , 8  by 10, 8 by 22; 
6 by 8, 6. by 12, 6 by 14; 10 by 10,lO by 12, 10 by 14; 
12 by 12, 12 by 13, 12 by 14; 14 by 14. Also, 3 by 8, 
3 by 10, 3 by 12, 3 by 14; .4 by 8, 4 by 10, 4 by 12, 
4 by 14. These latter to be from twelve to thirty-6v.e 
feet long. For this they pay, delivered at New Ha- 
ven, twenty-eight dollars per thousand feet. But if 
the sticks reach fifty feet in length they pay forty dol- 
lars. And for pine plank forty feet long they pay forty 
dollars per thousand feet. 

Within the last few gears this pine lumber is truly 
finding its way L.nort l~ of the Ohio." , 

It is used not only in the factory, cities of N e v  Eng- 
l&d, but in the towns of the north central states. An 
immense building, an asylum, a t  Kankakee City in 
JJlinois, is "finished off" with this pitch pine lumber, 
from' the .pine belt of the south. 

It beco*es those who are owners of pine lands to 
sa& $he' tiniber from wanton destruction., Every foot 
d it will by and by be needed. - 
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666 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. 

Ttie agriculturnl resonrces of the county are by no 
mean.8, as yet, fully developed. Many tllousands of 

acres of valuable larid are yet, except the additional 
growth of the native forest, as when the Creeks 
Choctaws hunted i n  the cane brakes. The capability 
for an increased yield of ground-peas, sweet-potatoes, 
rice, sugar-cane, corn, and cotton, would ba astonish- 
ing when brought out, as it  doubtless will be ere long, 
in improved and more thorough methods of true Amer- 
ican husbandry. #The sugar-cane will mature here to a 
height of six and seven feet, occasiona~lly as tnany as 
twenty-two joints have mat~lred. One acre of cane in 
1876 produced twc, hundred and twenty gallons of mo- 
lasses, about three hundred pounds of sugar, and SUB- 
cient cane was left to plant an acre, I t  requires some 
three thousand stalks to plant an acre. The usual 
price for cane in the spring time is one dollar for rt hun- 
dred canes. One thousand canes will make from thirty- 
five to forty gallons of molasses. The Rev. ~ r . ' W a t -  
son, living some six miles from Peach Tree, makes 
annually about forty barrels of molasses. Good cane 
will; produce.about three hundred gallons to  the acre. 
With these facts before one, it is evident that making 
molasses and sugar can be made a profitable branch of , 
industry here. - 

Sweet potatoes grow abandantly a t  present ' I n  
~ a r l y  times one acre.is said to  have yielded five hnn- 
dred bushels. ' One hundred bushels to the acre 
inaY be considered a good crop. * Three hundred 
bushels are now rarely raised; but two hundred and 

. b e . b ~  careful culture. The largest area know8 . 
. to hkve been planted by any one man in the county is 

twenty acres. . - . .  
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Corn does not grow 11el.e luxn~iantly, but John R. 
JVilson, in lH45. raised seventp-two bushels of corn, 
actually and accurately measured, on a measured acre, 
near Suggsville. 

Tile fi-esli lands of the lirr~estone parts of the county 
yield a bale of cotton-five hundred pounds-to the 
acre Tile pine table lands by eallefi~l culture can be 
made to yield as much ; but a half bale on an acre is 
considered a good crop. Tile bo t to l~  lauds of the creeks 
and rivers are very productive. 

This was once a great stoclr region, and it is capable 
of becolning such again. Goats and sheep, cattle and 
hogs, can be profitably raised with a little care and 
hkill. 

The unused water-power of the county needs some 
~~ot ice .  The little state of IZllode Island has a11 area less 
than the county of Baldwin, not lnllcll larger than the 
county of Clarke. I t  sustains a population numbering 
about a quarter of a million. I t  is a manufacturing dis- 
tl-ict, abonnding in  little streams of water flowi~lg into 
Nal*mga~~set Bay or into the Ocean. Wealth has accn- 
111u1ated there because the inhabitants made useful each 
little waterfall. On the streams of Clarke are ruany 
mill seats, quite a number furnishing water-power suffi- 
cient for large cotton mills, for woolell factories, for 
paper mills, for various kinds of machinery. W l ~ e n  
this becomes utilized and puts in motion wl~eels and 
rollers find spindles and looms, then will eml)loyrne~~ t 

be f~lrnished to tllousands of operatives and then wilt 
nxil]ions of dollars be exclianged for the various articles 
manufactu red. 

These natural mill seats are on small living 6tl9eams, 
often with @*lid 'rock walls on both sides of the stream, ' 

42 
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658 OLARKE AND IT6 SURROUNDINGS. 

and with material abundant and easily available for 
cbnstructing a dam. On some of these are now small 
corn mills, with ponds to furnish a head of water whicli 
ponds cover sometimes not more than half an acre. NO 
bne has ever yet counted the pumber of good mill seats 
on the various streams, but they will be found sufficient 
in number, and, unless the many tliousands of springs 
now perennial should become dry, abundant in water 
pwe;  for large rnanufactu~ing towns and villages. F o r  
the preservation of these springs and streams it will be 
needful that a sufficient growth of the native trees be 

, 

allowed to rerrlain upon the land. If to a large extent 
these should be cut down, doubtless the springs would 
not be so abundant. 

Leaving the water-power for a coming generation to 
render usefnl and tb bring under the control of man's 
will, let us look, in the last place, at the capabilities 

-for fxuit raising. Strawberries, plums, peaches, figs 
and grapes, may be said to grow abundant1;y here, when 
any attention is paid to their cultivation. The native 
plums, the peaches, and the figs are surely .luscious, 
and much of the soil is well adapted to the growth of 
strawberries. . 

From different parts of the state fruits and flowers, 
in paying quantities, ire now taken to the Northern 
markets : and so soon as railroad cornmanication i s  
.opened, Chicago wit1 furnish an abundant market foil 
.dl the strawberries that can be sent away in April and 
in the early ??art of May, for the peaches that can be 
gent in June and July ; and the earliest melons would 
probably Pay well for transportation. The small peaoh- 
"growingbelts .of the North fnrnish a very hirative em- 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e n t t o t h e  owners of the land ; and afew thoasand ~ 
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GEOtOGY AND UNDEVELOPED RESOURCES, 659 

acres in Clarke county devoted to the cultivation, for 
market, of the choice fruits of the Soutll, would bring 
hundreds of thousands of dollars each year into the 
pockets of the fruit raisers. Access to market there 
soorl must be, if onr civilization goes onward, and in 
these fruits, a t  present a more sure crop than cotton, 
better adapted to the soil than corn, a source of large 
wealth may safely be predicted. Sent when fresh to 
the Northern cities, and, when dried, fitted for the liaar- 
kets of the world, the'nmount which a thousand families 
might realize, having ten acres each in well selected 
fruits, such as will grow well on this soil and ripen in 
this climate, no one can accurately estimate. Yet some 
statements ma.y.aid the citizens of Clarke in collsidering 
this subject. 

The largest strawberry L 'patchv in Georgia, so far 
as is known, contains twenty.acres. In  Kentucky and 
Mississippi one acre has yielded thirty-two hundred 
quarts, or one hundred bushels of strawberries. One 
thousand .quarts may be taken as a safe average 'for an 
acre on a large berry farm. These wi'll sell for fro111 
one dollar to ten cents a quart. The twesty acre farm 
in Georgia averages some years twenty cents a quart 
clear of expenses. I t  may be estimated that fifty dol- . 
lars' worth to begin with will set out an acre, and that 
&om an acre may be realized, in a bearing yeai, a 
profit offrom one hundred to two hundred dollars. I11 

the full bearing season one girl can pick from forty to 
fifty quarts in a day. , 

I n  this year of 18'77, a man in Mobile county near . 
the Mobile and Ohio road shipped six thousand boxes 
of peaches and realiied a profit of five thogsand dollars. 

I n  1851 oranges grew successfully in the south part 
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660 OLARKE AND JTB SURROUND~QS.  

of Clarke, but this variety of fruit belongs to Florida 
and Loaisiane, not to Alabama. 

Olives are raised successfully in Marengo county 
and perhaps might be in Clarke. 

Vegetables, so soon as there is rail road trsnsporta- 
tion, will be profitable. From tlie gardens neas Mobile 
vegetables were shipped to the North, in. 1817 amount- 
ing in value to forty-four thousand dollars. 

'Vegetables, fmits, and flowers, are as it were but 
beginning to find northern markets. 
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