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January 6, 1913 
Aldermen-A. P. Vason, E. H. Kalmon, C. R. Gleaton. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-Joseph Ehrlich. 
Maurice W. Tift elected April 1, 1913, to succeed W. W. 

Rawlins; died February 7, 1913. . 

January 5, 1914 
Mayor-H. A. Tarver. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-Joseph Ehrlich.  
Aldermen-Joseph Ehrlich, R. L. Jones, M W Tift

January 4, 1915 
Aldermen-E. H. Kalmon, A. P. Vason, C. R. Gleaton. 
Mayor Pro- Tem.-J oseph Ehrlich. 

January 3, 1916 
Mayor- M W. Tift. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-Joseph Ehrlich. Aldermen-
Joseph Ehrlich, R. L. Jones, H. A. Peacock

January 1, 1917 

Aldermen-E. H. Kalmon, A. P. Vason, C. R. Gleaton. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-Joseph Ehrlich. 

January 14, 1918 

Mayor-M. W. Tift. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-Joseph Ehrlich. Aldermen-Joseph Ehrlich, H. A.
Peacock, R. L. Jones. 

January 13, 1919 

Aldermen-E. H. Kalmon, C. R. Gleaton, A. P. Vason. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-J oseph Ehrlich. 

January 12, 1920 

Mayor-H. A. Peacock. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-J oseph Ehrlich. 
Aldermen-Joseph Ehrlich, H. A. Tarver, R. L. Jones. W. B. Haley 
took office March 24 to succeed C. R. Gleaton, resigned. 
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January 10, 1921 

Aldermen-E. H. Kalmon, W. B. Haley, Geo. J. Callaway. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-J oseph Ehrlich. 

January 2, 1922 

Mayor-H. A. Peacock. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-E. H. Kalmon. 
Aldermen-Thad Huckabee, W. B. Mallard, A. E. McLean. 

 
January 8, 1923. 

Aldermen-W. M. Legg, C. W. Rawson, G. G. Warde. 
Mayor Pro-Tem.-W. M. Legg. 

 
January 14, 1924. 

Mayor-W. M. Legg. 
Commissioners-Thad Huckabee, W. B. Mallard, W. M.Wilder. W. 
M. Legg, C. W. Rawson and G. G. Warde, whose terms as 
Aldermen had not expired, served during 1924 as Commissioners 
under the terms of the bill establishing the Commission-City 
Manager form of government. 



SOME OF ALBANY'S MAYORS 
 

COL. ED L. WIGHT 
 

Col. Ed L. Wight was a forceful factor in the business, military and 
community life of this section. Born in Decatur County, Ga., October 
4, 1846, of a long line of New England ancestors, he inherited a 
vigorous constitution and had great energy of thought and action. At 
the age of fourteen he entered the State University at Athens, Ga., and 
in 1863, when he was hardly 16 years old, he, with his entire class, 
enlisted in the Confederate Army (16th Georgia Cavalry), seeing two 
years of active service in Virginia. He was in eight battles and many 
skirmishes. After the war he settled in Newton, Ga., where, despite the 
destitution and devastation of war, he and his uncle, Mr. Joseph 
Scolley, built up a flourishing business. 

The great cotton factorage firm of Welch & Bacon offered him a 
position as manager in 1872, and he came to Albany and assumed 
charge of its business. In this capacity his strong personality and 
tireless energy found a fine field of operation. In 1878 he resigned this 
position and moved to Chicago, but in 1883 he returned to Albany and 
entered the warehouse business again. 

The Albany Guards had been reorganized after the war, and he was 
made captain of this fine old company. He kept up its splendid prestige, 
being one of the best equipped military men in Georgia. He loved the 
work, and developed and disciplined the company until it took many 
prizes and honors in competitive contests in the state. 

When he moved to Chicago he gave up the captaincy of the 
Guards, and upon his return he organized the Jackson 
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Artillery.  This company had four cannon, and grew quite proficient in 
handling them. He later became Colonel of the 4th Georgia Regiment 
of Infantry, formed of the companies in the southwestern part of the 
state, and he was always known after this as Colonel Wight. 

He was always deeply interested in the political life of his section, 
serving in the House of Representatives from Dougherty County and 
also in the Senate from the Tenth Senatorial District. He was Mayor of 
Albany for several terms, and his administration was marked by much 
constructive improvement. 

Colonel Wight was very active in organizing and perfecting the 
Volunteer Fire Department of Albany, and served as foreman of 
Thronateeska Company for a number of years. 

He served for a time as President of the Georgia Chautauqua, 
devoting much time and attention to all things that contributed to the 
success of that great institution. 
 He was one of the organizers and Vice-President of the Exchange 
Bank of Albany. 

On November 24, 1874, he married Miss Mary Maud Billingslea, 
of Albany, and to them were born a son and daughter, Edwin Leigh, Jr., 
and Ruby. 

Colonel Wight moved to Atlanta in 1908 and engaged in the 
marine insurance business there. After a successful career he died 
October 26, 1918. 

 
LEONARD E. WELCH 

A history of Albany and Dougherty County would be incomplete 
without something more than casual mention: of Leonard E. Welch, 
who was for many years one of the counties most prominent and 
progressive citizens. 

Born in Monmouth, Maine, in January, 1829, Mr. Welch came to 
Albany at the age of 18. He at once became identified with local 
business interests and soon established himself as a young man of 
sterling character and attractive personality. His success in a business 
way was gradual but un. 
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interrupted, and in course of time he was recognized as a strong factor 
in the commercial and social life of the community. He gave liberally 
of his time and means to every deserving cause or commendable 
community enterprise, and by the time he reached mature manhood he 
was recognized as a leader in the material affairs of town and county. 

Mr. Welch was a constructive force in Albany for many years. He 
built the three-story brick building at the northwest corner of Broad and 
Washington streets which still bears his name, and he also built one of 
the handsomest brick residences in the city, which was his family home 
to the time of his death. He served a term as Mayor of Albany, and for 
a number of years he filled most efficiently the office of County School 
Commissioner, which honorable position he held at the time of his 
death. No man who ever lived in the county had local educational 
interests more at heart. 

His useful and unselfish life came to an end on the 26th of 
September, 1906, after an illness of two or three weeks, and in his 
passing Dougherty County lost one of the best men and most highly 
esteemed citizens it ever had. The county was better for his having 
lived in it. When his mortal remains were laid to rest in Oakview 
Cemetery, every place of business in the city was closed, and the entire 
community paid silent but eloquent tribute to his memory. 
 
 DAVIS PACE 
 Davis Pace was born in Twiggs County, but removed to 
Dougherty County when comparatively  young man. 

He first married Miss Sarah Eliza Wilkinson on December 24, 
1844, and they had two sons, John Wilkinson Pace and William 
Cheever Pace. After the death of this wife, he married her sister, a 
widow, Mrs. Julia Wilkinson Coley (the mother of: Mrs. C. M. Clark) 
on May 31, 1853. They had three sons, James David Pace, Davis Pace, 
Jr., and William Wilkinson Pace. 

The only Mayor of whom we have record who preceded Mr. Pace 
was Dr. Meals, who was elected the early part of 
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1842. The city records begin with Davis Pace, Mayor, January, 1857, 
who served one term. 

Mr. Pace was a wealthy planter and a pay member of the Albany 
Guards, which company he helped to equip. In recognition of his 
service, the Albany Guards presented him with a handsome silver 
waiter, goblets and pitcher, all of which were destroyed by fire except 
the pitcher, now in the possession of the original owner's son, W. W. 
Pace, Sr., of Albany. It bears this inscription: 
"The Albany Guards 
to 
Their Esteemed Friend, 
Davis Pace, 
Albany, Ga., May 2, 1860." 
 
 
Mr. Pace died November 21, 1861. 

 
RICHARD F. LYON 

Richard F. Lyon was the eldest child of Thomas and Mary Winn 
Lyon. He was born in 1829. He was living in Albany in 1856, and his 
name is given as a pay member of the Albany Guards when the 
company was organized. 

He married Miss Ruth Knowles, and they had eight children: 
Emily, Julia, Kitty, Richard, Lafayette, Roland, John, William. 

Richard F. Lyon was considered one of the most brilliant lawyers 
the state has ever produced. He was Judge of the Supreme Court for 
many years, Attorney for the Central of Georgia Railroad, and Mayor 
of Albany for two years, 1858-1859. 

Shortly after the War Between the States he removed with his 
family to Macon, where he continued to live until his death, which 
occurred in April, 1892. 
 His nephew, Thomas R. Lyon, was also a prominent resident of 
Albany, being active in political and social life.  He was City Attorney 
at one time and represented Dougherty County in the State Legislature 
from 1872 to 1874. 
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EDWIN THOMAS JONES 

 
Edwin Thomas Jones was born in Columbia County, Ga., May 22, 

1831, and was the son of Judge William Jones and his fourth wife, 
Elcy V. (Tankersley) Jones. 

He entered Columbia University, Washington, D. C., October 16, 
1847, and completed his education there. 

On April 4, 1850, he married Martha (Pattie) Dillon Wright, of 
Columbia County, who died in Baker County, Ga., July 2, 1860, 
leaving two sons, William T. Jones, afterward Judge and 
Representative of Dougherty County, and Augustus Clayton Jones. He 
married the second time June 10, 1862, Miss Agnes Davidson Rust, 
and had two sons, Edwin Rust Jones and Robert Lee Jones. 

Being a planter and slave-holder, the level lands of Southwest 
Georgia appealed to him, so he disposed of his property in Columbia 
County, known as "Jones's Folly," because of the expensive material 
used in the construction of the house (such as imported brick from 
England) and settled in Baker County in 1853, and was influential in 
causing his brother, Augustus Clayton, and brother-in-law, John M. 
Cutliff, to move there also. .Prior to the War Between the States he 
moved to Albany and became one of her leading citizens, living at 414 
Broad Street, the house later being purchased and remodeled by Mr. J. 
B. Gilbert. 

 
He was a churchman in St. Paul's Episcopal Church, editor of "The 
Albany Patriot" (prior to the war), and served as Mayor of Albany in 
1863. 

The muster roll of the Albany Guards, 1856, shows him as ensign, 
and in the Confederate Army he served as 2nd and 1st Lieutenant, 
Albany Guards, and as Lieutenant Colonel in the State Militia. 

From the effects of exposure and hardships during the war, Edwin 
T. Jones died in New York City, where he had gone for treatment, 
September 1, 1867, aged 36 years. 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
 

109 
 

 
 

WILLIAM H. WILDER 

Major William H. Wilder was born in Orange County, Va., December 
19, 1819, and moved when very young to Taliaferro County, Georgia. 

On December 19, 1838, he married Miss Nancy Hill, of Warrenton, 
Ga., and they had nine children as follows: James E., Mrs. Emily Wilder 
Wolihin, Mrs. Claudia Wilder Bostick, Mrs. Nancy Wilder Woodall, Mrs. 
Murdus Wilder Ringland, William Willis, Vincent Thornton, Andrew 
Murtha and Felix Love. 

While a resident of Taliaferro County he was elected to the State 
Senate. In 1858 he came with his family to Dougherty County and settled 
on the east side of Flint river, four miles from town, where he engaged in 
farming. In 1861 he was elected ordinary of the county, and moved to 
Albany in 
1866. During the war he filled the offices of Clerk, Treasurer and Ordinary, 
and owing to the duties incident to these offices, he was exempt from 
military service, but his two sons, 
W. W. and James E., served in the ,Confederate Army. His youngest son, F. 
L. Wilder, was also a prominent citizen of Albany.  

Major Wilder served the city of Albany, as Mayor for eight terms, being 
elected to his first term January 3, 1876, and to the last, January 6, 1886. 
 He was a consecrated member of the First Baptist Church and a deacon 
for many years. 

On December 19, 1888, Mr. and Mrs. Wilder celebrated their golden 
wedding, which was a prominent social event of that time. I 

No citizen of Albany was held in higher esteem, and his death, which 
occurred December 19, 1895, was a distinct loss to the community. 
 
 WM. H. GILBERT 

Wm. H. Gilbert, son of Dr. John Gilbert and Martha Davis Gilbert, was 
born at Palmyra (old Albany) on November 24, 1842. He moved to Albany 
with his father's family when 
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Albany began to eclipse Palmyra as the important town of the vicinity, 
and this place was thereafter his home. He was twice married. His first 
wife was Miss Fannie Vason, daughter of the late Judge David A. 
Vason. One son was born to this marriage, Jos. 1. Gilbert, of Albany. 
His second wife was, prior to her marriage, Miss Chloemily 
Hutcheson, of Kentucky. Their children were: Mrs. Fonda Gilbert 
Lanier, Mrs. Maude Gilbert Decker (Liverpool, Eng.), Rodolph H., 
Chloemily Gilbert Tallivast, Dora Belle Milner, Kathleen Gilbert 
Waters. 

Mr. Gilbert was a gallant Confederate soldier. He entered the Gray 
Army at the outbreak of the war in 1861 and served with valor until May 
5, 1864, when he lost a foot at the battle of Spottsylvania Court House. 

Returning home as soon as his injury would permit, Mr. Gilbert 
entered the drug business, with which he was identified for many years. 

He served Albany as Mayor in 1885-1891-1892-1893-1894. It was 
during his administration (in 1892) that the first bonds Albany ever 
issued were voted by the people. This was an issue of $100,000 for 
waterworks and sanitary sewerage. The waterworks and sewer systems 
were constructed under Mayor Gilbert's administration, as well as 
many other municipal improvements. Personally, Mr. Gilbert was 
generous, genial and warm-hearted, and was one of the most beloved 
figures in the community at the time of his death, which occurred 
November 14, 1912. 
 

T. N. WOOLFOLK 
Thomas Nelson Woolfolk was a native of Columbus, Ga., but 

came to Albany in his early manhood and became identified with 
Albany mercantile and warehouse enterprises. He was four times 
Mayor of Albany and held other positions of honor, in all of which he 
justified the confidence and esteem in which he was universally held. 

He was elected Mayor in 1887 and served two years, and again in 
1890 and 1898. His last two terms were marked by 
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progressive strides in many directions. $60,000 of municipal bonds 
were issued, an electric power plant operated by private individuals 
was bought and operated by the city, many artesian wells were bored 
and water mains were extended. The Georgia Chautauqua, which was 
long such an intellectual asset to Albany, was organized during his 
second term as Mayor.  
 Captain Woolfolk served with distinction as a member of the 
Nelson Rangers, and surrender-ed with his company at Greensboro, N. 
C., at the close of the War Between the States. 
 He married Miss Clara Tift, daughter of Col. Nelson Tift, and the 
following children blessed their union: Mrs. Irene (Woolfolk) Jackson, 
Mrs. Sybil (Woolfolk) Coart, Miss Rosa Woolfolk, and Thomas N. 
Woolfolk, Jr. 

Captain Woolfolk was a devout member of the Episcopal Church 
and a man of genial, gentle manner, public-spirited and open handed. 
 He died September 26, 1922, in his seventy-seventh year. 
 

HENRY M. McINTOSH 
Henry M. McIntosh, editor of the Albany Herald, was born in 

Thomas County, at the old Scotch settlement of Glasgow, January 19, 
1852. At the age of twenty-one he was united in marriage to Miss 
Annie White, to whom his devotion has been a beautiful and merited 
tribute. 

Mr. McIntosh was a member of the Legislature from Dougherty 
County once, he served Albany as Mayor for one 
term, and for many years he was chairman of the Democratic 
Executive Committee of the Second Congressional District, but 
relinquished the position several years ago. 

Mr. McIntosh began his journalistic career in 1872, coming to 
Albany five years later, since which time he has exerted, through the 
columns of his papers, a mighty influence for the progress, peace and 
good order of his city and section. 

On the 19th of January, 1922, Mr. McIntosh celebrated his 
seventieth birthday and the fiftieth anniversary of his entrance into 
Georgia journalism. The pride every Albanian 
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felt in this interesting event is beautifully expressed in the following 
editorial, which appeared in the Atlanta Journal shortly after his 
birthday: 

Editor Henry McIntosh. 
On January the nineteenth last when the South was com-

memorating the birth of the beloved chieftain of Confederate hosts, 
there fell another anniversary in which Georgians have reason for 
cordial interest. On that day the dean of their Fourth Estate, Henry M. 
McIntosh, editor of the' Albany Herald, came blithely to the Psalmist's 
bourne of three score years and ten. A most happy arrival! For with 
half a century of service fruitful behind him, he faces forward with a 
hale. heart, and eye undimmed.' 

It was in the early Eighteen Seventies, when he was scarce out of 
his teens that Mr. McIntosh, having already dipped his fingers into the 
irrevocable printer's ink, found himself editing, managing, and Atlas-
like supporting the Quitman Banner. Many a star of Georgia 
journalism was then in the ascendant, or bright upon the horizon-Ben 
E. Russell, of Bainbridge; Charles R. Pendleton, of Valdosta, and 
subsequently of the Macon Telegraph; J. H. Estill, of Savannah; John 
Triplett, of Thomasville; George P. Woods, of Hawkinsville; Richard 
Grubb, of Darien; Henry Grady, Joel Chandler Harris. Of all that 
goodly company, Henry McIntosh alone survives this side of the river, 
keeping their tradition still aflame. 

In 1877, after founding the Quitman Free Press, today one of the 
country's foremost weekly papers, he removed to Albany, where his 
career has come so richly to harvest. First as editor of the Advertiser, 
which in its day gave Albany the distinction of being the smallest town 
in the world to support a daily newspaper; then as head of the 
combined Advertiser and News; and at length, in 1901, as establisher 
of the Herald, Mr. McIntosh has wrought with increasing usefulness to 
community and commonwealth. Into the Herald went his riper labors, 
and through it transpired his most effectual influence. Liberal in 
outlook, constructive in purpose, fair-minded, hu 
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man-hearted, he has served Georgia, as he serves her still, with talents 
of true gold, multiplied and made splendid by his spirit. 

The Journal cherishes the privilege of greeting this lusty veteran 
and leader of its ranks, and of wishing him in the 
serene glory of his three score and ten, full many a return of the joyous 
day. 
 

SAMUEL B. BROWN 
Few men have ever lived in Dougherty County who became more 

intimately and extensively identified with its affairs or attained more 
prominence and influence as citizens and business men than Samuel B. 
Brown. 

Born in Atlanta, Ga., in 1855, Mr. Brown came to Albany with his 
father, B. Brown, in 1869. At an early age he engaged in the 
mercantile business, first as a clerk and later as a member of the firm 
of Greenfield & Brown. His rise in the business world was without 
interruption, and he finally became the leading business man of 
Albany. 

A man of pleasing personality, amiable disposition, tenderness of 
heart and charitable, generous impulses, he made friends and held 
them. Loyalty was one of his cardinal virtues, and he was never too 
much engrossed with business affairs to turn aside and bestow an act 
of personal kindness. One 
who .knew him well and was fond of him often said of him that he 
could see and avail himself of more opportunities to bestow little 
kindnesses in an incidental and unostentatious way than any man he 
had ever known. 

Mr. Brown was not only progressive, but constructive. He 
had exceptional executive ability and grasped ideas and put them to 
work. He organized and was at the head of a number of business 
enterprises, including the S. B. Brown Company', general merchants; 
the Planters Oil Company, the Flint River Brick Company, the 
Exchange Bank of Albany and the Albany National Bank. (The two 
latter institutions are now consolidated). He was the president of both 
of these banks from their organization to the time of his death. He 
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financed and was more or less interested in numerous other enterprises. 

The people of Albany honored Mr. Brown by electing him Mayor 
of the city in 1901 and again in 1902, and he was also on the Water and 
Electric Light Commission of the city for a number of years, besides 
serving on the City Council for several terms. Another most honorable 
position in which he served for many years and up to the time of his 
death was the Presidency of the Albany Hebrew Congregation. 

In the limited space allotted to biographies in this history, it is 
impossible to enter into detail in briefly sketching such a career as that 
of Samuel B. Brown. His was indeed an active and useful life, and at 
his death, which occurred on the 21st of January, 1922, a wave of 
sorrow swept over the splendid city he had helped to build, and 
hundreds of men and 
women in the community felt the emotions of personal bereavement. 
 

J. S. DAVIS 
Joseph Shelton Davis was born in Albany in 1853, and after 

attending local schools spent three and a half years at the University of 
Georgia. In 1877 he married Miss Eugenia Gunn, of Cuthbert, Ga., and 
five children were born of this union-John A., Mrs. Helen Davis Naif, 
D. G., W. D., and Joseph S., Jr. 

After engaging in successful business enterprises, he became 
associated with H. M. McIntosh in the editorship of the Albany News 
and Advertiser, remaining with that paper from 1886 to 1891. He then 
went with the First National Bank, assuming the cashiership, which 
position he held for many years. 

He was principal organizer and president of the Albany Trust Co. 
He was a Councilman for many terms and Mayor of Albany in 1902-
1903. He was for eight years School Commissioner of Dougherty 
County, and first devised the plan now universal in Georgia of 
employing teachers by contract. In 1884-1885 he was largely 
instrumental in developing the 
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watermelon industry and providing for intelligent distribution of the 
crop. He has fathered or ably supported many notable municipal 
improvements and reforms. 
 In 1913 Mr. Davis was appointed by President Wilson 

United States Marshal for the Southern District of Georgia, which 
position he honorably filled for more than eight years. 

 
A. J. LIPPITT 
 

Addison Jones Lippitt was born in 1865 in Worth County, Georgia. 
It is an interesting fact that a deed has never been made to the 
plantation on which Mr. Lippitt was born and which he owns, he 
having the original plot and grant which his great-grandfather received 
from the state. 

He has been an Albanian since he was fifteen years of age, taking a 
business course at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., after attending the public 
schools of Worth County and before beginning his business career. 

In 1888 he married Miss Irene. Jones, of Pensacola, Fla., and they 
had four sons, Moreno, Sam 'Brown, Alfonso and Mallary. 

Soon after coming to Albany Mr. Lippitt became identified with 
the firm of S. B. Brown & Co., and his association with that concern 
has continued without interruption, he having served as vice-president 
for many years. He was a City Councilman for four years and Mayor 
of Albany in 1904-1905, 
being elected without opposition. Albany has him largely to thank for 
her Carnegie Library, first street paving, and road 
paving through the county from Lee to Mitchell; for 23 concrete 
bridges over the streams of Dougherty County, including the splendid 
$300,000 Memorial Bridge over Flint river. 

He has served continuously as a County Commissioner since 1909 
and as chairman of the board for the past ten 
years, also serving as chairman of the Association of County 
Commissioners of Georgia, 1921-1922. 

He is a director and vice-president of the Albany Exchange 
National Bank, vice-president of the Planters Oil Co. and pres 
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ident of the Board of Control of Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital. 

As the above goes to prove, in all matters looking to the progress of 
Albany and Dougherty County, Mr. Lippitt has rendered distinguished 
service. 

H. A. TARVER 
Baker County was the birthplace of Henry Andrew Tarver, who 

was born on the celebrated Tarver plantation in 1865. At the close of 
the war, when the abolition of slavery broke up this and many other 
great estates in Southern Georgia, Mr. Tarver's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. Tarver, moved to Atlanta, where the Tarver family remained 
until 1887. 

In that year they returned to Albany, and Mr. Tarver has made his 
home here continuously since. He received his grammar school 
education in Albany and graduated from Emory Col1ege in 1884. 

On November 3, 1892, he married Miss Fannie Holcombe. To this 
union were born three children, Dorothy, Caroline and Holcombe.  

In 1897 he became Deputy Clerk of Dougherty County under Clerk 
R. P. Hall, and in 1906 he was elected Treasurer of the county. Mr. 
Tarver has served eighteen years on the City Council and was Mayor 
of Albany for three terms, all of his administrations being marked by 
many improvements, chief among which were the building of the City 
Han, Broad and Monroe Street Grammar Schools and the Municipal 
Auditorium; also the purchase and improvement of the present Tift 
Park site. Riverside Drive was opened up and an addition was made to 
the cemetery during his administrations. 

His conscientious and efficient service to the city and his loyal 
home-town spirit have won for him a most enviable reputation. 
 

                                     C. W. RAWSON 
Charles Wilson Rawson, grandson of Nelson Tift, is the only 

son of the late Mrs. A. E. Rawson, who was the eldest --daughter 
of Colonel and Mrs. Tift. 
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Mr. Rawson was born in this city in 1866. He began his business 
career in the office of N. & A. F. Tift & Co., and afterwards was for 
two years associated with his grandfather in the management of the 
latter's extensive interests. In 1888 he embarked in the grocery 
business, and was for many years associated with the late John Mock, 
the firm name being Mock & Rawson. After Mr. Mock's death he 
continued the business alone. He is president and active directing head 
of the Albany Hardware & Mill Supply Co. 

Mr. Rawson has served the city as Councilman and Mayor, serving 
in the latter capacity for the years 1906-1907. He was elected without 
opposition. During 1906, of his term of office, plans were perfected to 
pave Broad Street from Front street to Jackson. Later the sidewalks on 
Broad Street between Front and Madison were paved. During 1907, a 
$75,000 bond issue enabled the city to increase its sewerage, curb Broad 
and Washington streets, put in an electric fire alarm system and bore 
another artesian well. In this year the present public school system was 
inaugurated. 

Few men have exercised a wider influence for the upbuilding of 
Albany than Mr. Rawson. Through his efforts the first electric street 
car system was completed in 1920, the Albany Fair Association was 
organized and the beautiful residence sections known as Rawson Park 
and Hilsman Heights were developed. 
 His wife was Miss Mary Cheatham, daughter of Col. an.J 
Mrs. O. F. Cheatham, of Edgefield, S. C. 
 

 NELSON F. TIFT 
Nelson F. Tift was born in Albany in 1847, in the eleventh year of 

the city's history. He is the eldest son of Albany's founder, of honored 
memory. He was educated in the common schools, and received his 
business training in the office and store of N. & A. F. Tift & Co. 
 

He was at the head of the firm of N. F. Tift & Co., which in later 
years succeeded to the business established by his father. He spent 
nine years with the younger firm of Tift & Peed Grocery Co. following 
its incorporation. 
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Mr. Tift is a member of the Board of County Commissioners, and has 
been a member of the City Council and Police Commission. He was 
elected Mayor of Albany without opposition for the term embracing the 
years 1910-1911. During his administration the city enjoyed a period of 
peace and prosperity, many improvements were undertaken. The city 
sold bonds amounting to $100,000 for 103 3-4, the proceeds being used for 
the building of a gas plant, paving, sewers, etc. Tift Park was extended to 
Seventh Street on the north and to Palmyra road on the west. East Albany 
became a part of the city in 1910; the White Way was installed and the 
ball-park was built. Other improvements promoted by the city was the 
building of a new depot and a street car line. 

Mr. Tift is justly proud of the fact that each generation of his family 
has been honored by election to the office of Mayor, and that the future 
possibilities for keeping the line are good. 

 
HERBERT A. PEACOCK 
 

Herbert A. Peacock was born in Smithville, Lee County, Georgia, on 
September 18, 1876, and is the son of Dr. Louis A. and Oriska (Batts) 
Peacock. After graduating from the public schools of his native town he 
came with his family to Albany, and was for some years connected with 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. Having an ambition to enter professional 
life, he studied law in the office of L. W. Nelson, a prominent attorney of 
Albany, and was admitted to the bar in September, 1908. Very soon 
thereafter he formed a partnership with Judge E. E. Cox, of Camilla, in 
which city he lived for two years, when he returned to Albany and was 
associated with B. C. Gardner, under the firm name of Peacock & Gardner, 
until the latter was elected Solicitor General of the Albany Circuit.  
 

In 1914 Mr. Peacock was elected to the Georgia Legislature to fill the 
unexpired term of the late C. M. Clark, and was reelected for the terms 
1915 and 1916. During the time Mr. 
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Peacock was in the Legislature he took a prominent part in the 
discussion of the bills before the House, being a member of some of 
the most important committees, including Judiciary, Constitutional 
Amendments and Rules Committees. 

In 1916 he was elected to the City Council of Albany, having prior 
to that time served as a Police Commissioner of the city, and served 
continuously as a member of the City Council from 1916 to 1920, 
when he became Mayor of Albany, which position he now holds. 
During his term of office as Mayor he was aggressive and progressive.
 One of the very first  steps taken after he assumed the office of 
Mayor was to attempt a reorganization of all of the various 
departments of the city by having each department thoroughly 
systematized, and insisting that each department keep a stock book, so 
that every purchase made by the city could be accounted for im-
mediately upon assuming office of Mayor Mr. Peacock began an active 
campaign against the then charter of the City of Albany, the charter at 
that time being what was commonly called the old Mayor and Council 
form of government, Mr. Peacock insisting that all charter created 
offices should be abolished, so that the Council could conduct the 
affairs of the City of Albany on the same principles as that of a private 
corporation. He insisted that these charter restrictions should be 
removed so that the Council, which was elected by the people, could 
by ordinance create offices at any meeting of the Council, and limit or 
enlarge the authority of any position created by such ordinance. In this 
he met bitter opposition, and for two years there was a continual fight 
on his part to have the charter revised, and as a result of this fight, in 
1921 the present charter of the City of Albany was adopted by the 
Legislature. The City of Albany under the present charter can 
coordinate different departments by the simple passing of an ordinance, 
and avoid unnecessary expense and duplication of work. 

There was marked improvement in the physical properties. of the 
city during Mr. Peacock's terms, the city owning approximately 
$1,000,000 of property. The City Hall and the Mu- 
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nicipal Auditorium were thoroughly renovated, painted and repaired. At the 
close of his term every department of the City was thoroughly systematized 
and efficiently operated. There had been great improvements in the lighting 
facilities, and one of the most marked improvements had been in the gas 
department of the city. The City of Albany owns its own light, gas and 
waterworks systems, and as an illustration of the great improvements that 
were made during Mr. Peacock's administration it is to be noted that in 
1920, the first year of Mr. Peacock's administration, the light department of 
the City of Albany turned into the treasury a net profit of $17,500. The gas 
department showed a deficit of more than $15,000. In 1922 the light 
department turned into the city treasury of Albany net profits of $45,000, 
as compared with $17,500 in 1920, and the gas department turned in net 
profits to the treasury $2,000, as compared with a deficit of $15,000 in 
1920. During his administration there were paved in the residence and 
business sections of the city at one time sixteen blocks. There were 
subsequently paved some six more blocks in the more prominent portions 
of the city. During his administration a grammar school was erected in East 
Albany, and a thorough sanitary and drainage sewerage system installed at 
a cost of approximately $25,000. 

Mr. Peacock has taken a great interest in sanitation, and has made 
efforts to keep the city thoroughly' clean and free from flies and 
mosquitoes. Albany was generally referred to during 1922 as a flyless and 
mosquitoless town. 

Mr. Peacock is a man of positive temperament and disposition, and 
fights for any stand that he takes and believes to be right. 

On November 24, 1897, Mr. Peacock married Miss Mamie Gertrude 
Rigsby. To this union were born three sons: 
Herbert A., Jr., Menard B., and Louis A. Peacock. His first wife died April 
15, 1915. He was married the second time July 28, 1917, to Miss Helen 
Marion LeVan. To the latter marriage were born two children: Helen 
Marion and Lamar Batts. 
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MAURICE W. TIFT 
 

Maurice W. Tift was born at Albany December 13, 1869, and is a 
son of Nelson F. and Susan (Hall) Tift, and a grandson of Nelson Tift. 

Mr. Tift attended the public schools of Albany as a lad and later 
was a student at the University of Georgia. His first position in the 
business world was that of cashier for the firm of N. F. Tift & Co., 
which he held for a number of years, after which he became a traveling 
salesman for a wholesale grocery firm. This gave him insight into the 
methods of that business which influenced him soon to found the firm 
of Tift & Peed, which developed into one of the leading business 
concerns of Albany. 

Mr. Tift having inherited a taste for community affairs, held 
several minor offices before he was elected to the City Council, in 
which capacity he served for three years. He wag Albany's "war 
mayor," and during his term of office most of the efforts of officials 
and citizens were directed along the lines of war causes. He took an 
active interest in these war activities, but found time to direct the 
municipal government with efficiency. He was elected for the years 
1916-'17, and was re-elected for 1918-'19 without opposition. 

During his administration the Municipal Auditorium was 
completed, an issue of bonds of $80,000 was authorized to pay for 
sixteen blocks of paving, and the Children's Playground was opened 
and equipped at Tift Park. During the year 1919, $62,000 was 
expended for school purposes and the High School was put on the 
Southern accredited list. Mr. Tift is a worthy successor of his father 
and grandfather, who served the city before in the capacity of Mayor. 

He was married at Albany, December 3, 1890, to Miss Lulu 
Wooten, daughter of Co!. C. B. and Mrs. Wooten. They had three sons, 
Maurice W., Jr., who died in 1893, Asa F. and 
William Wooten. 



DOUGHERTY'S PHYSICIANS 
PAST AND PRESENT 

 
Dougherty County has always been blessed in the character and 

skill of its physicians. In the early days when the practice was chiefly 
among the planters who had settled with their slaves in this section, 
the hardships of the country doctor who daily rode many miles on 
horseback or by buggy with his case of medicine and instruments to 
ease the ills of humanity were such as cannot be appreciated in this 
day of powerful automobiles and accessible hospitals and drug stores. 
 
The earliest settlers among the medical fraternity so far as can be 
learned were Dr. John G. Slappey, Dr. W. A. Love, Dr. W. H. Jeffries, 
Dr. Taliaferro Jones, Dr. W. L. Davis, Sr., Dr. Jeremiah Hilsman, Dr. 
John B. Gilbert, Dr. Chan. Hill, Dr. E. L. Connally, Dr. I. R. 
Dickinson, Dr. Lawrence Robert, Dr. Stoney Robert, Dr. William 
Twitty, Dr. B. M. Cromwell, Dr. W. P. Jennings, Dr. J. E. MacMillan, 
Dr. T. D. Mathews, Dr. L. L. Strozier, Dr. E. W. Alfriend, Dr. Joe 
Davis, Dr. Thomas M. Nelson, Dr. John Nelson, Dr. Sims. 
 

DR. WILLIAM L. DAVIS, SR. 

Among the brave men who pushed their way through the virgin 
forests, erected trading stations and became the pioneers of our ever 
growing population, the physician deserves a place in the annals of 
every town. Albany was in its second decade when Dr. W. L. Davis, a 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, cast his lot with the village. 
He was enrolled in the first class at Penfield, where Mercer University 
was then located, and with a good education he began the study of 
medicine. To reach Philadelphia in those days was an 
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arduous task, and while he first enrolled as a student in the Jefferson 
Medical College, he found those he considered the most distinguished 
professors at the University of Pennsylvania, and transferred his 
membership to a class at this most eminent university of medicine in 
the United States. There were found at this time the greatest teachers of 
medicine in America, and under their tutelage and by diligent 
application he qualified himself for the practice of medicine.' In fact, 
the department of anatomy at that time was equal to any in the world, 
and some of his specimens, which he carefully prepared during his 
student days, would be models for teaching today. After graduating he 
located in Albany, the then struggling village remote from cities and 
many of the advantages that a young M. D. desired. While living in 
Albany, together with several prominent physicians of the state, they 
planned the organization of the Medical Association of Georgia, 
thereby making themselves charter members. 

Born in 1821 of good Welsh and English stock at the family home 
in Wilkes County, son of William Lewis Davis and Velinda Gardner, 
of Augusta, Ga., daughter of Colonel Gardner, of the English army, he 
grew with five brothers and one sister on his father's plantation in a 
home where duty and honor were the keynotes in their daily lives. His 
father was noted for his unquestionable veracity and as one whose 
name was sufficient to a promise. It was from such an atmosphere and 
training that the young M. D. came to wrest fortune from a pioneer 
section. 

He established himself in an office on Broad street, north side, in 
what is now known as the 100 block. Patients consulted him from far 
and wide, at a distance of 60 miles or more. To go east the river must 
be ferried, to go north, west or south the roads were almost impassable-
and many times no roads at all. Creeks to be forded and long stretches 
of country to be covered between the homes of settlers. Sometimes 
the young doctor on horseback with his saddlebags filled with medicines 
and necessities would be gone three days or more on calls. His tender 
sympathy for the sick, resourcefulness 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 125 
 

 
 

Dr. WM. L. DAVIS 
 

Dr. E. W. ALFIUEND 
 
Dr. P. L. HILSMAN 

 
when in need of medicines or instruments not to be had, his fidelity to 
his patients, received their reward when on his death in 1872 every 
business house in the town was closed and all classes mourned the loss 
of the skilled surgeon and family friend. One who knew him told of 
this fidelity to his patients and his intrepid courage of purpose: 
Arriving at the river's bank on a cold and bitter night, finding the ferry 
on the opposite side of the river, he called to the ferryman. The 
ferryman having retired to his home for the night, the physician vainly 
called to him to bring the ferry over to transport him and his horse on 
the way to the sick bed of some patient. Finding that he could not 
arouse the sleeping ferryman, he disrobed and by the' aid of the ferry 
rope and his determination swam across the stream, warmed himself 
over some smoldering coals and brought the ferry back, replaced his 
clothes and ferried his horse across the stream. After rebuilding the fire 
and getting himself warm, he continued his journey to the patient, who 
received him most gratefully, and for a long time no one knew the 
sacrifice the physician made in order to reach his patient's sick bed. 
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In 1849 Dr. Davis married Ella Catherine Winkler, of Savannah. 
From this union there were four children who reached maturity: Abby 
Howe, William Lewis Gardner, a practitioner in Albany, Edward 
Campbell, at this time a surgeon in Atlanta, and Edwina Theodore 
Lamar, of Albany, Ga. 

When the Civil War began he offered himself as a private, stating 
that he preferred to be in the line rather than occupy any position in the 
medical department or behind the line, but his medical skill was' of 
such a character that he was urged to accept a position as assistant 
surgeon in the 25th Georgia Regiment. He soon was made surgeon and 
promoted to a position as brigade surgeon with the rank of major, in 
the brigade commanded by General Walker. After the promotion 
of General Walker he still remained in the brigade as chief surgeon 
under Colonel Wilson. He was in active service during the entire four 
years, and at the conclusion of the war, with tears streaming from his 
eyes, he stated that he was far from defeat, and desired to go on to the 
consummation of his most ardent wish, namely, the success of the 
Confederate Army. An instance still related by one of the soldiers 
rather characterizes the sympathetic nature of Dr. Davis. Once a former 
soldier on asking one of his sons, if he was in any way related to Dr. 
W. L. Davis, whom he remembered as a surgeon in the Confederate 
Army, and who, he stated, always rode a little white horse while in the 
army, and being informed that he was the father of this young man, 
turned and with tears in his eyes stated: "My life is due to his kindness. 
In Mississippi it was thought that I was fatally wounded and was left 
on the field to die, as most of the transportation for the sick and 
wounded was overburdened, and only those for whom hope was 
entertained for their recovery were sent back to the hospital, I being so 
badly wounded, that as previously stated I was left to die in the blazing 
sun of a hot Mississippi day." He also stated that he could well recall 
the physician on the. little white horse with his feet almost dragging 
the ground, and hearing groans he stopped, placing a canteen of water 
to 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 127 
 
the soldier's parched and almost famished lips gave him some drugs to 
relieve him of suffering, and pinned upon him a little card directing the 
ambulance driver to take him to a hospital. The ambulance came 
within a few minutes and carried him to a hospital, and he made a 
complete recovery. 

At the beginning of the war Dr. Davis had moved from Albany to 
the city of Savannah, seeking a larger field for his profession, and once 
each year he spent from one to two months in the city of New York. 
Most of these periods were spent in the office of Dr. Carnachan, one of 
the most eminent surgeons of America at that time, and whose 
origiI}.al operations are still quoted in surgical literature. He was a 
professor of surgery in the medical department of Columbia Uni-
versity. So much did Dr. Carnachan admire Dr. Davis's work that he 
offered him a position in his office at what was then considered a very 
good salary, if he would locate in New York City, but having such 
strong affection for the South he declined this offer and went to a little 
town wherein he spent the balance of his life. He had formed several 
partnerships during his residence in Albany, and he finally took as his 
partner his younger and affectionate brother, Joseph, whom he had ed-
ucated, and the two enjoyed a large and lucrative practice. 

In 1872 Dr. W. L. Davis died from pneumonia, and was buried in 
Oakview Cemetery, honored by the entire populace of South west 
Georgia. 

 

DR. JOHN G. SLAPPEY 
In the early forties Dr. John G. Slappey removed from Twiggs 

County, Georgia, to this section of the state. Dr. Slappey was the son 
of Henry Slappey, sergeant in the Continental Army, and Ann 
Rutherford. His grandfather, Robert Rutherford, was a Colonial 
Governor of North Carolina and a member of the First Provincial 
Congress, held in Hillsboro, N. C., and was also the first judge of 
Chatham County. Dorothy Anne Brook was his grandmother. Dr. 
Slappey resided a part of the time in Albany, and the remainder on one 
or another of his plantations. 
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Dr. Slappey was both a successful physician and a skillful and 

noted surgeon and was in great request throughout a large section of 
the country. He made the long drives through the country in the high 
two-wheeled gig used by the doctors of that day and was attended by a 
servant on horseback. He carried not only his instruments and 
medicines but suitable food for such patients as might stand in need of 
it. A man of great kindness of heart, he was honored and beloved by 
all. 

At the time of his death in 1864, Dr. Slappey was living on his 
plantation in Baker County, which is still in possession of a member of 
the family. The descendants of his only son, Henry Slappey, still live in 
this county. Besides those who bear the Slappey name are: Mrs. J. W. 
Gillespie, Mrs. Walter 
Hill Wightman, and Mrs. John Stephen Inman; and Mrs.. Sibert Houston 
Jones, of Augusta, Ga., and their children. 
 

                                        Dr. Theodore deHon MATHEWS
In 1846 Dr. Theodore deHon Mathews and his wife, Mary Lawton 

Mathews, came by stage coach from South Carolina to the little town 
of. Albany, Baker County, Georgia. Shortly after they reached Albany 
they helped to organize a Baptist church and, as they had no pastor, Dr. 
Mathews was ordained a minister and served the little church in this 
capacity until they could secure a pastor. They soon called Dr. Edwin 
Theodore Winkler. Dr. Mathews and his wife had the minister in their 
home, this being their contribution to the expenses of the church.  

 
Soon after arrival in Albany, Dr. Mathews became acquainted with 

Dr. Wm. L. Davis and they formed a medical partnership. Dr. Mathews 
bought a lot and built a home at the corner of Pine and Jackson streets, 
where the Municipal Auditorium now stands. Their close neighbors 
were the Jacksons, who lived on the lot opposite the Presbyterian 
Church, and the Richardsons, on the lot where Mrs. W. E Rowsey now 
lives. At this home Dr. Davis met and won Miss Winkler, sister of the 
pastor, who had come from Savannah, Ga.; to visit her brother. 

 
~ . ; 
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In those early days this was a wild country-Indians still inhabited 
the swamps and lowlands on the river. They frequently came for the 
doctors to attend their families, and on one occasion (Dr. Mathews 
having been called away on a case) a buck Indian came to the little 
settlement at night, peered through the window and frightened the 
doctor's wife very much. The Indians brought skins and curios in 
payment of services rendered. 

Dr. and Mrs. Mathews lived in Albany from 1846 to 1854, having 
during the interval lost two children who are buried in Oakview 
Cemetery. Mrs. Mathews' father, B. T. D. Lawton, also died while they 
lived in this section and is also buried in the local cemetery; and as 
their health was very poor they thought it best to return to South 
Carolina. 

Dr. Mathews wrote several books, one of which was "Old Tony 
and His Master," or "The Abolitionists and Land Pirates" in answer to 
Harriet Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin." 
It is said that it was because of this and other writings of that period 
that South Carolina seceded. 

 
DR. JOHN B. GILBERT 
 

Dr. John B. Gilbert was born in Crawfordville, Ga., January, 1815. 
He married Miss Martha Davis, of Crawfordville in December, 1836. 
The following year they moved to Palmyra, Lee County, Georgia, 
where he lived for three years, removing to Albany in 1840. Here he 
practiced his profession until his death in January, 1865. 

The children born to Dr. and Mrs. Gilbert were: Mary, Ann Eliza, 
Emma, John Milton, Wm. Henry, John Davis, Rodolph, Fannie, Julius 
Butler, Nancy Collier and Julia Pace. 

 
DR. WILLIAM HARDING JEFFRIES 
 

Dr. William Harding Jeffries was born in Cuthtbert, Ga., October 
7, 1835. After completing his common school edu-
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cation he went to Emory College, Oxford, Ga., where he graduated 
with first honor. 

He took up the study of medicine at Bellevue Hospital, N. Y., and 
graduated in 1855, later going to Jefferson College, where he was a 
first honor graduate in surgery in 1857. 

He came to Albany a few years prior to the Civil War and 
practiced his profession until 1862, when he joined the Albany Guards 
as 1st Lieutenant, Co. K, 51st Georgia Regiment, Bryan's Brigade, 
Kershaw's Division, Longstreet's Corps, Lee's Army. He was made 
captain in 1864 and later was made Colonel, succeeding Colonel Hall, 
who died in 1865. He was with General Lee at the surrender at 
Appomattox. 

Dr. Jeffries continued his residence in Albany, where he died 
October 7, 1873. He married Miss Mary Emma Ouzts, of Edgefield, S. 
C., who, with the following children, survive him: Mrs. W. A. Roberts, 
of Gainesville, Ga.; Mrs. W. o. Whatley, of Edgefield, S. C., and Mrs. 
Mary Jeffries Johnson, of Albany. 
 

DR. JOSEPH A. DAVIS 
 

Dr. Joseph A. Davis, a graduate and successful practitioner in 
Albany, came to Albany and entered into partnership with his elder 
brother, Dr. William L. Davis. He was a popular and skillful physician. 
He married Miss Sara Elizabeth Moughon, daughter of a wealthy 
planter of West Dougherty. From this union there was one child, 
William Joseph Davis, a successful business man of Atlanta, Ga. After 
the death of his brother, Dr. Joseph Davis moved to Atlanta, where he 
died in 1874. 

 

JOHN PAGE NELSON 
 

Prominent among the early settlers in that part of Baker County 
that afterwards became Dougherty was John Page Nelson, a physician 
and surgeon, who moved here from Columbus, probably about 1850. 
He was a son of Major Thomas M. Nelson, of Clarke County, 
Virginia, who served his state in Congress and as a presidential elector 
and afterwards 
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moved to Columbus, Ga., where he died. Dr. Nelson was among the 
children born in Virginia, and was a lineal descendant of Thomas 
Nelson, founder of Yorktown, Va., in 1705, and of the Page family, 
which, with the Nelson family, had so important a part in the early 
history of the Old Dominion. Dr. Nelson died in 1865 of exposure from 
service as a surgeon in the Confederate Armies. He married Miss Eliza 
Hora, daughter of another early settler in Albany, and three daughters 
were born to them, two of whom now live at Rahway, N. J., and one at 
Bainbridge, Ga. His two brothers, Cols. William and Thomas M.. 
Nelson, were killed in the Civil War. Descendants of his three 
daughters-Mrs. Evelyn Byrd Page Carter; Mrs. Maria Byrd Woolfolk 
and Mrs. Rosalie Nelson Ticknor-are living in Albany and other 
Georgia cities. 
 

DR. TALIAFERRO JONES 
 

Dr. Taliaferro Jones was born in Wilkinson County, Ga., 
December 24, 1818. Soon after completing his course at the Augusta 
Medical College at Augusta, Ga., he married Miss Caroline Jane 
Saxon, of Twiggs County (1845), and in 1856 moved to Dougherty 
County, settling on the east side of the river two miles from town. 

During the War Between the States he joined a cavalry troop, but 
before his company left for the front he was requisitioned by the 
government to remain at home to care for the sick in the eastern part of 
the county. 

He led an active life in the pursuit of his profession until 1873, 
when ill health forced his retirement from practice. He moved with his 
family the same year to Albany, where he continued to reside until his 
death in May, 1891. 
 

DR. BENJAMIN M. CROMWELL 
 

Dr. Benjamin M. Cromwell was born in New Orleans September 
22, 1835. After graduating from the University of Virginia in 1853 and 
the University of Medicine, New York 
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City, in 1857, he moved to Albany the same year and began the 
practice of medicine. 

When the War Between the States broke out he enlisted in the 
Albany Guards as a private, but the value of his medical knowledge 
soon raised him to the rank of Major. He served with Stonewall 
Jackson until that beloved chieftain's death and then under General 
Robert E. Lee, being with him at the surrender. 

On receiving his parole, April 10, 1865, Dr. Cromwell returned to 
Albany and resumed his practice. A year later he married Miss Louisa 
Carter Burwell, of Winchester, Va., who with her husband took an 
active interest in the affairs of Albany for nearly seventeen years. 

Dr. Cromwell held several positions on the health boards of 
Georgia and was one of the first physicians of the country to perform 
the operation of skin-grafting for severe burns. 

In 1882 Dr. Cromwell moved with his family to Eckhart Mines, 
Maryland, where a year later his wife died. He continued his practice 
at the mines until his death in 1917. 

He is survived by the following children: Laura Lee, who became 
Mrs. S. Johnson Poe, of Baltimore, Md.; Josephine, who is Mrs. John 
H. Parrott, of Roanoke, Va.; Louise Carter, 
of Frostburg, Md.; Susan Lee, of Frostburg, Md., and Lewis Warham, 
manager of an electric company in Bombay, India. 

Dr. Cromwell attained high honor as a physician and surgeon and 
he and his family are affectionately remembered by many Albany 
friends. 

DR. J. E. MacMILLAN 
 

Dr. J. E. MacMillan was born at Powellton, Ga., in 1831, his 
parents moving to Lagrange, Ga., very soon afterward; there he spent 
his childhood. 

He studied medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, in 
Philadelphia, from 1851 to 1853, graduating from that institution. 
Early in life Dr. MacMillan married Miss Theresa Leary, by whom he 
had one son, Daniel MacMillan, who resides in Kentucky. His wife 
lived only a few years. 
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At the outbreak of the War Between the States Dr. MacMillan 

enlisted as a private and served in that capacity for a year, when he 
was transferred to the medical corps, serving in that department during 
the remainder of the war. 

In 1863 he married Miss Sarah Turner, coming to Albany soon 
afterward, where he practiced his profession until 1888, when he 
moved to Brunswick, Ga., where he died in 1890. 

Mrs. MacMillan returned to Albany, making her home here until 
her death, August 15, 1917. She is survived by her two sons, Mr. 
Raleigh MacMillan, of Eldorado, Ark., and Mr. J. E. MacMillan, of 
Albany. 

DR. E. W. ALFRIEND 
 

Dr. E. W. Alfriend had been a citizen of Albany a number of years 
preceding his death, which occurred March 4, 1887; during which time 
he enjoyed an extensive practice in his profession. 

He was a native of Greene County, Georgia, and entered upon the 
practice of medicine early in life. He was for several years a resident of 
Taliaferro County, and became the favorite physician of the late 
Alexander H. Stephens. A warm personal friendship arose between the 
great commoner and his physician, which endured through life. Dr. 
Alfriend moved from Taliaferro County to Sparta, and was often called 
back to Crawford,ville to attend Mr. Stephens in cases of severe illness. 

Dr. Alfriend came of distinguished ancestry, being seventh 
in line from John Rolfe and the illustrious Pocahontas. Early in life he 
married Miss Mary Dunn, of Greene County, who survived him only a 
few years. Their children were: James S., Alfred H., Linton E., Rosa 
and Birdie; only two surviving at this time, Mr. Linton S. Alfriend and 
Miss Birdie Alfriend, of Waycross, Ga. 
 Dr. Alfriend was a devout member of the Presbyterian Church, and 
was a ruling elder at the time of his death. 
 His sympathetic nature, his gentle manner and his experience and 
skill in his profession made him a great favorite as 
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a family physician, and as such he was mourned in many homes when 
the death angel called his gentle spirit to rest. 
 

DR. WILLIAM AUGUSTUS STROTHER 
 

Dr. William Augustus Strother was born in South Carolina, July 
22, 1839. 

Dr. Strother graduated from the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of New York. Soon after, he entered the Confederate Army 
and served as surgeon during the entire term of hostilities. After the 
war he located in Baker County, Ga., later marrying the beautiful Miss 
Louisa Bacon, of Savannah. They soon moved to Albany, there Dr. 
Strother was an honored and successful physician for nearly twenty 
years. 

Eight children blessed their union, only four reaching maturity: W. 
A., Jr., Corneille, who was an M. D., Weyman, al1 officer in the U. S. 
Navy, and one daughter, Minna. 

Dr. Strother died May 1, 1896.. It was said of him, "Beloved 
physician, faithful unto death to every trust." 

 
DR. WALLACE WINN BACON 
 

Among those who left behind them a worthy imprint upon the life 
of this community was Dr. Wallace Winn Bacon. Dr. Bacon, who 
came of distinguished ancestry, was born in Liberty County, Georgia, 
January 16, 1849. . 

His parents moved to Savannah when he was quite young, and in 
the refined atmosphere of that city he was reared. He left school at a 
very early age and joined the Confederate Army. After the surrender he 
returned home and resumed his studies and soon decided upon a 
medical career. After graduating at Mercer University, Penfield, Ga., 
and from the University of New York City, he came to Albany and 
began the practice of medicine, in which he continued for over forty 
years. He was charitable to a marked degree and was one of the most 
successful and beloved physicians that have blessed the city with their 
useful lives. 
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He was always interested in military matters and was for many 
years an active officer in the Albany Guards, whose ranks he graced 
with his distinguished personality. 

In 1872 he married Miss Julia Willingham, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas E. Willingham, whom he survived only a few years. Ten 
children were born to them, only five reaching maturity: Wallace 
Winn, attorney; Julia, Lucile, Albert S., M. D., and Lula. 

Dr. Bacon died October 26, 1918, lamented by the entire 
community-a loyal friend and a Christian gentleman. 

 
DR. PALAEMON L. HILSMAN 
By MRS. ROSA JACKSON HILSMAN 

In writing this brief sketch of the life of one of Albany's beloved 
citizens and physicians, I will say in the beginning that to do justice to 
the virtues of this good man is beyond my power. 

Dr. Hilsman was born at Palmyra, in Lee County, on November 
26, 1847, and died in Albany, Ga., on February 3, 1910. His boyhood 
was spent in Palmyra. His father, Dr. Jeremiah Hilsman, was a 
successful physician, and he was well grounded in the rudiments of his 
profession before coming to Albany soon after the War Between the 
States. Here he remained until he entered the University of 
Pennsylvania. After receiving his diploma from this institution he 
returned to Albany, where he lived and labored for forty busy years. 

Soon after his graduation he married Miss Ella Rust, daughter of 
Captain and Mrs. Y. G. Rust, who, with the following children, 
survive him: Messrs. L. R., Y. R., Dr. A. H. and Mrs. J. A. Davis. 

His skill as a physician and surgeon was recognized throughout 
Georgia and beyond its borders. In the capacity of City Physician, 
which office he held for many years, he never failed to respond to the 
call of anyone who needed his service, and to this day many grateful 
hearts remember his kind ministrations. All who knew Dr. Hilsman 
will recall him as a man of iron nerve-as one who never sold the truth 
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to serve the hour and whose life proved that "the path to duty was the 
path to glory." He had no respect for shams and mockeries and with a 
few stinging words he could throw hopeless confusion into the ranks of 
those in whom his shrewd perception saw insincerity or self-seeking. 

After a long life spent in the service of others, his strength slowly 
waned, the sparkle left his eye and after months of illness he passed 
from this world into a greater life beyond the 
grave. 

One of the most touching tributes paid to his memory as he lay in 
his flower-laden casket, was that of an old whitehaired darky, who, as 
he gazed on the familiar features, and at the hand once so strong, now 
so helpless, whispered in heart-breaking sobs: "Never too wet, never 
too cold, never too poor for him to come!" 

Of this good man, who by his deeds earned a lasting place in the 
hearts of a grateful people, we may truthfully say: 

"At all times he gave his strength to the weak, 
His substance to the poor, 
His sympathy to the suffering 
And his heart to God!" 

 
PHYSICIANS OF TODAY 

 The physicians who are so ably serving our city and com 
m.unity at the present time are as follows: 

Dr. W. L. Davis, Dr. A. .H. Husman, Dr. J. M. Barnett, Dr. L. E. 
Welch, Dr. N. E. Benson, Dr. A. W. Wood, Dr. J. C. Keaton, Dr. J. A. 
Redfearn, Dr. Y. C. Lott, Dr. C. E. Newell, Dr. Hugo Robinson, Dr. W. 
.S. Cook, Dr. A. F. Weathers, Dr. 1. W. Irvin (specialist), Dr. E. F. 
Sapp (specialist), Dr. D. C. Forehand (osteopath). 

 
DENTISTS 

 Dr. J. G. Cutliff, Dr. J. W. Dorsett, Dr. H. H. Williamson, 
Dr. R. L. Grace, Dr. F. H. McCalla, Dr. O. D. Rackley. 



THE ALBANY BAR 
 

JUDGE DAVID A. VASON 
Judge David A. Vason was born in Morgan County, Ga., February 

13, 1818. A number of years before the Civil War he moved to 
Dougherty County, where he engaged in farming and the practice of 
law. 

Judge Vason was a graduate of the University of Georgia and was 
for many years prior to his death a member of the Board of Trustees of 
this institution. He early developed marked ability as a lawyer, and in 
recognition of this fact he was appointed by Gov. Charles J. Jenkins, 
soon after the close of the war, Judge of the Southwestern Judicial 
Circuit, which office he graced for many years. 

.He was one of the most prominent members of the First Baptist 
Church and a man highly honored and esteemed by his fellow citizens. 
Judge Vason was thrice married. He first married Miss Cordelia Pope, 
by whom he had two children, Fannie Will and W. I. second, Miss 
Mary Indiana Pope. Their children were Alexander Pope, Callie, Henry 
and Mrs. Dolly May (Vason) Fullenwider; third, Miss Sarah Ficklin. 
Judge Vason died in 1891. 
 

JUDGE RICHARD HOBBS 
Judge Hobbs was one of the most remarkable men in Georgia, and 

few were as prominent in the affairs of this section. He was a native of 
Ireland and was born in County Cork in that country on the 22nd day 
of February, 1826. He was the fifth child of vVil1iam and Mary De 
Courcy Hobbs, there being five other children. 

His boyhood days were spent on his native isle, and it was one of 
the pleasures of his old age to relate the many boy 
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hood experiences which his wonderful memory retained so accurately. 

In 1850 he came to this country and in June of that year he settled 
in Macon, Ga. There he entered the law office of Judge Hines, who 
was quick to recognize in young Hobbs a man bred for the law. Every 
possible aid was rendered him, and he soon mastered the law as few 
young men do, at the same time devoting much time to general study 
which made him one of the best educated men in this section. 

A few years later Judge Hobbs and the late Richard R. Hines 
formed a law partnership and moved to Albany. This firm fast forged to 
the front and for many years was prominent in the legal affairs of the 
state. Judge Hobbs' practice of law was interrupted in the 'sixties by the 
Civil War. On the 4th day of March, 1862, he enlisted in the 
Confederate Army and was elected Captain of Company E, 51st 
Georgia. He was wounded in September of the same year at the battle of 
Boonsboro, or South Mountain, a minnie ball striking him in the left 
arm and necessitating its amputation at the shoulder. Although in the 
service but a few months, Captain Hobbs won a name for gallantry 
second to none borne by the matchless soldiers with whom he fought. 

Returning to Albany after receiving his severe wound, Captain 
Hobbs did important work for the cause at home, and during the 
Reconstruction days which followed the close of the conflict he was an 
important figure in the public life of this section. His law practice 
increased, and during the years following the war he was blessed with 
unusual prosperity in business matters. He took a prominent part in the 
political campaigns of the section and state, and at the time of his death 
was chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee for the Second 
Congressional District, although he made several efforts to give up the 
office. 

In 1899 Judge Hobbs was appointed Judge of the City Court of 
Albany by Governor Candler to succeed the late Judge Wooten. His 
work on the bench of this court was 
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creditable to him and valuable to the county. He was a faithful and an 
impartial judge, his fine mind and splendid knowledge of the law 
showing" in all his decisions. 

Judge Hobbs was thrice married. His first wife was a native of his 
own Emerald Isle. His second wife was Miss Amanda Hines, a sister of 
his old law partner. The wife who survives him was Miss Annie 
Tarver, daughter of the late H. A. Tarver, and whom he married 'on 
August 25, 1875. To them were born the following children: Richard 
Hobbs, Jr., (Mrs. P. J.) Annie Hobbs Brown, and (Mrs. P. H.) Mary 
DeCourcy Hobbs Jones. 

Judge Hobbs died August 4, 1904. No citizen ever lived in Albany 
who was held in higher honor and trust and whose death caused more 
genuine sorrow. 

 
GENERAL GIB. J. WRIGHT 
 

G. J. Wright was born in Gwinnett County, Ga., coming to Albany 
in 1865, at the close of the Civil War, in which he had achieved great 
distinction. . 

He opened a law office on Pine street and soon became a 
commanding figure in the community. . 

His war record gave him a fine prestige. He enlisted as a private 
and through his intrepid conduct he was promoted from time to time 
until he was made Brigadier General. In the stirring times of 
Reconstruction his force of character and firm assertions of the rights 
and interests of the Southern people endeared him to Albanians. He 
was Mayor of the city for several years, and under his leadership 
Albany escaped many situations that were menacing in those dark 
days. 

He was appointed Judge of the Superior Courts of the Albany 
Circuit in 1874, and for several years discharged most ably the duties 
of that exalted position. 

Many amusing incidents that represent his physical and moral 
courage are yet remembered by the older residents of this city and 
section. One will suffice to show how fearlessly he administered 
justice as he saw it. In one of the counties 



 
 

I. CAPTAIN RICHARD HOBBS 2.. JUDGE WILLIAM THO~AS (SUGGS) JONES 
 }. COL. C. B. WOOTEN 4. JUDGE D. A. VASON 5. COL. 
JESSE W. WALTERS 
 6. JUDGE D. H. POPE 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
 

141 
  ~  

 
embraced in the circuit were indicted a white man and a negro for the 
same offense. They were both tried on the same day by practically the 
same jury. The evidence adduced in each case was practically the 
same. The white man, who was tried first, was quickly found not 
guilty. The negro was as promptly convicted. When it came time to 
pronounce sentence the Judge said: "Stand up, Moses. You have been 
convicted of being a nigger. I put the lightest fine on YOU the law 
permits, one dollar, and I pay it myself." The Judge then ordered the 
names of that jury taken from the jury box. 

Judge Wright and his estimable wife removed to Forsyth, Georgia, 
in 1890 and there lived until death claimed them. 
 

ROBERT N. ELY 
"One of the early citizens of Dougherty County was Robert N. Ely, 

who held the office of Attorney General under Gov. Alfred H. Colquitt 
and who collected a quarter of a million dollars in back taxes from the 
railroads. When a member of the State Legislature in 1860, Colonel 
Ely reported to the House the famous Dougherty County Resolutions, 
urging conservatism in the matter of secession and suggesting the 
wisdom of cooperation among the Southern States." * 
 

RICHARD H. CLARK 
Judge Richard H. Clark began the practice of law in Albany, to 

which place he rode on horseback from Savannah. With Thomas R. R. 
Cobb and David Irwin, he was one of the original codifiers of the 
Laws of Georgia. With C. E. Mallory, he represented Georgia in the 
Secessional Convention. 
 

THE WOOTENS 

Judge Council B. Wooten, one of the distinguished members of the 
Georgia bar, was long an honored citizen of Albany. His keen intellect 
and judicial powers were inherited 
   
 

*Georgia Landmarks, Memorials and Legends-L. L. Knight. 
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by his son, Col. William E. Wooten, who was for Irl(any years 
Solicitor General of the Albany Circuit and one of the most brilliant 
lawyers in the state. He was Colonel of the Fourth Georgia Regiment, 
National Guard, and saw service throughout the Spanish-American 
War, serving as a Major in the First Georgia Regiment of Volunteer 
under Col. A. R. Lawton, of Savannah. 

He is survived by his wife, who was Miss Eva Carter; a daughter, 
Miss Stella Coles Wooten, and a sister, Mrs. M. W. Tift, all of this 
city. 

 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM E. SMITH 
 

William E. Smith, soldier, patriot and statesman, was born in 
Augusta and moved to Albany with his parents at the age of four years. 
His forbears were people of good. English stock who proved their 
valor and courage in the Revolutionary War, as the records show. His 
maternal grandfather was wounded at the battle of Guilford Court 
House, and one of his father's brothers was killed in a naval fight. As 
the boy is father to the man, so he carried, from youth to manhood, the 
sunny, genial disposition that drew so many people to him. He grew up 
in the little village of Albany, eagerly absorbing all the knowledge 
which the schools at that time could give. He inherited from his mother 
(a woman of fine native ability), a descendant of the Hawthorn family 
of England, fine judgment and a logical mind which weighed and 
compared each problem of life and decided for himself, independent of 
others. This quality stood him well in after years. From his father, 
Samuel Smith, Sr., he received a keen sense of humor and forbearance 
toward the frailties I)f others, which Robert Burns crystallizes jn these 
lines: 

"Then gently scan your fellow man, 
 Still gentler, sister woman, 
 Though they may gang a'kennan wrang, 
 To step aside is human." 
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He never censured or criticized people, but was constantly giving a 
helping hand to some of life's weary pilgrims. 

So studiously did he apply himself to the study of law, that at the 
age of seventeen he was admitted to the bar by a special act of the 
Legislature. He formed a partnership with L. P. D. Warren. During the 
years that followed he was called the lawyer of the widow and orphan. 

When Dougherty County was organized Captain Smith was 
elected Ordinary and held the office until he was made Solicitor of the 
Southwestern Circuit. In after years his eldest son, the late Samuel W. 
Smith, held the same office for over twenty-five years, until the time of 
his death, when another and younger son, William E. Smith, Jr., 
succeeded to the office and is the present incumbent. 

Captain Smith was small of stature and as a child was called by a 
Frenchman, "Mon petite," which his schoolmates caught and 
transformed into "Tete." From this trivial incident came the nickname 
by which he was known all over Georgia-"Tete" Smith. 

In 1860 he became engaged to Miss Caroline Williams, the 
beautiful daughter of Col. Reuben S. Williams, a successful planter of 
Baker County, and built for his bride the first brick house in Albany. 
This house, in a good state of preservation, is one of the landmarks of 
Albany, and is still occupied by members of his family. After only a 
year of domestic happiness, the cry of war sounded, and Captain Smith 
turned his back on the charming home life, a lucrative office as Solic-
itor, volunteered and joined the Albany Guards. Ten companies (of 
which the Albany Guards was one) forming the famous Fourth Georgia 
Regiment, commanded by the gallant Doles, were among the first to 
reach the great battle grounds of the Confederacy. In 1862, Capt. Y. G. 
Rust having to resign on account of ill health, Captain Smith succeeded 
him, and in the same year was wounded, losing his right leg at the 
battle of King's School House in front of Richmond, thus closing a 
promising military career. He returned home and 
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took up again the practice of law, from which he was again called to 
serve the Confederacy by election to a seat in the Confederate 
Congress. He took his seat in that same year, 1863, and was faithful in 
the discharge of every trust until the Confederate government 
collapsed. 

During the Reconstruction period when our people were at the 
mercy of unscrupulous carpet-baggers, who, supplied with unlimited 
means by misguided fanatics at the North, sought to put the white 
people under the dominion of their former servants, some one was 
sought in whom all the natives felt absolute confidence, to compete for 
a seat in the Federal Congress. The choice of the people was William E. 
Smith. Happy in his home life, with a successful law practice, there 
was no reason why he should abandon these for a seat in Congress, but 
at a great personal sacrifice he turned away from the life he loved and, 
putting himself at the head of his political party, he carried the election 
by an overwhelming majority. By this patriotic, unselfish sacrifice on 
his part, as one of his colleagues wrote of it, Captain Smith put a stop to 
further misrule in the Second District and was enabled to serve the 
interests of his people for eight years in Congress. Soon after he took 
his seat the electoral commission bill was taken up, resulting in 
defrauding Samuel J. Tilden of the Presidency and seating the 
Republican candidate, Rutherford B. Hayes. 

Disagreeing with the brilliant Ben Hill, Senator from Georgia at 
that time, and his lifelong friend, Gen. Phil Cook, he could not be 
swayed from his opinion, and was the only representative from Georgia 
who voted against the bill. The results showed Captain Smith's sound 
judgment and insight. Robert Toombs said: "The people of Georgia 
ought to build a monument to 'Tete' Smith of purest marble, whose 
summit should tower among the clouds, as a lasting memorial to the 
man whose wisdom, foresight, patriotism and grand sense of duty 
caused him to brand the electoral humbug with infamy in its 
conception, and to vote against its passage by the Congress of the 
nation." 
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After retiring from public life he again took up the practice of law, 

when the people called him to serve in the State Legislature. Although 
in failing health, he served during 1886-'87, then retired having 
partially lost his sight from cataract. Two years later, in March, 1890, 
he departed this life at his home in Albany, loved and honored by all 
who knew him. 

His first wife having died soon after peace was declared. 
Captain Smith married her younger sister, Miss Mary Williams, who 
with the youngest daughter, Miss Augusta Smith, is living in the old 
home. W. E. Smith and two older daughters, Mrs. W. L. Davis and 
Mrs. W. N. Ticknor, of Albany, survive him. 
 

WILLIAM OLIVER 
 

William Oliver was born in Georgetown, Ga., October 8, 1838. He 
was the only child of William Oliver and his second wife, Irene Drake, 
who was the great-niece of the English Admiral, Sir Francis Drake. 
Thaddeus Oliver, author of "All Quiet Along the Potomac Tonight," 
was his half brother and Rear Admiral James Oliver was his nephew. 

Mr. Oliver was educated at Lagrange, Ga., and the Law School at 
Athens, Ga. He came to Albany when a young man and was prominent 
in the social and business life of the community. In 1861 he married 
Miss Sallie Collier, to whom were born three children: George, Willie 
and Irene. 

He was a gallant soldier in the Confederate Army, being First 
Lieutenant of the Dougherty Grays, Captain Jesse Beall commanding. 
On the death of Captain Beall he became Captain, but was soon 
dangerously wounded and was sent to Camp Chase, Ohio. 

At the close of the war he resumed the practice .of his profession, 
the law, and was appointed Solicitor when the County Court was first 
established in Dougherty County, which position he held to the great 
satisfaction of the public, until his death, which occurred July 11, 
1888. 
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THE WARRENS 

 
Hon. Lott Warren lent distinction to his native state through his 

able services as a jurist, a member of Congress and Second Lieutenant 
in the Seminole War. After leaving the army he studied law and in 
1820 entered the law office of Daniel McNiel, a prominent lawyer of 
Dublin, to which place he moved early in life. 

He married Miss Jane Deseaubleaux and in the year following, 
1821, he was admitted to the bar. After practicing his profession in 
Twiggs County, where he received from Governor Troup appointment 
to the office of Solicitor General, he was elected to the State Senate 
and later to the Judgeship 
 

 
 

HON. LOTT WARREN 

 
of the Superior Court of the Southern District of Georgia for a term of 
three years; he removed to Americus, Sumter County, in 1838, and was 
elected a Representative in Congress in 1840, serving two terms, and 
on his return from the National Capital, he was elevated to the bench of 
the Superior Courts of the Southwestern Circuit of the state in 1843. 
Many of the last years of his life were spent in Albany, where he 
became identified with civil and religious life. 
 He died in 1861 in the court house at Albany from a stroke 
of apoplexy.  
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His son, Louis Philip Deseaubleaux Warren, was born in Marion, 

Ga., in 1828. He received his education in the Albany schools and at 
Mercer University. After being admitted to the bar of Dougherty 
County, he practiced law with his father, while later he was a law 
partner in turn of Gen. Gib. J. Wright and Capt. Richard Hobbs. He 
served on the bench of the County Court of Dougherty County; as 
Solicitor General of the Albany Circuit, and at the time of his death 
was Judge of this Circuit, having been appointed by Governor 
Colquitt. He died in 1882.  

 
JUDGE DAVID H. POPE 
  

 Judge David H. Pope attained prestige as one of the able jurists of 
Georgia and was long and successfully engaged in practice at Albany. 
He was born near Marietta, Cobb County, Georgia, March 12; 1840, 
and was a child at the time of his parents' removal to Walker County, 
where he attended Villanow Academy. At the age of nineteen years he 
removed to. Albany, and in this city was solemnized his marriage to 
Miss Martha W. Hodges, whose parents came to Georgia from South 
Carolina. The following children were born to them: J. D., H. W., W. 
D., Ella, Julia, R. L., Davie. Here h.e read law under fhe preceptorship 
of General Slaughter and was admitted to the bar in C1inch County in 
1860, having previously been retained in a case whose trial occurred as 
soon as he secured admission to practice. Shortly afterward he removed 
to Isabella, Worth County, where he formed a professional 
partnership with Col. Wm. A. Harris under the firm name of 
Harris & Pope. He was a resident of that place at the outbreak of the 
Civil War and forthwith .made subordinate all private interests to 
tender his services in defense of the cause of the Confederacy.  

He entered a Georgia Regiment of Volunteers, in the capacity of 
private, remaining in the service until the close of the war and having 
risen to the rank of Captain. 
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In 1866 Judge Pope removed from Isabella to Albany, and shortly 
afterwards was called to the office of Solicitor General of the 
Southwestern circuit. He was Judge of the County Court in 1872, 
when he resigned the office and removed to Sherman, Texas. 

Although he was eminently successful in his professional work in 
the Lone Star State he found the conditions unsatisfactory and returned 
to Georgia within the same year. He resumed practice in Albany and in 
1879 entered into a partnership with Gen. Gib. J. Wright, this 
professional alliance continuing until his son, John D., was graduated 
at the University of Georgia and admitted to the bar in November, 
1882, at Camilla, Ga., when a partnership was formed under the title of 
D. H. Pope & Son, this association continuing until Judge Pope's 
death. 

Judge Pope was a stalwart Democrat of the Jeffersonian school 
and took a deep interest in party affairs, but he never sought or held 
office after resigning his position on the County Bench of Dougherty 
County, as noted, though he was several times urged to accept judicial 
and other offices of trust. 

He devoted his energies and profound ability to the practice of his 
chosen profession, in which he attained distinction and which he 
dignified by his life and services. 

Judge Pope died June 7, 1904. 

 
JOHN D. POPE 

John D. Pope was born in Isabella, Ga., but has spent nearly all of 
his life in Albany. As previously stated he was associated with his 
father, Judge David H. Pope, in the practice of law. On March 17, 
1887, Mr. Pope married Miss Alice Hay. Two of their children lived to 
maturity, Hazel and Gwynn Nixon. In August, 1888, he was appointed 
by Governor Gordon Solicitor of the County Court, and with the ex-
ception of one term, served continuously as Solicitor of the 
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County Court and later the City Court, until 1909. In 1904 Mr. Pope 
formed a partnership with S. S. Bennet, of Camilla, and the firm was 
made division counsel of the Atlantic Coast Line in 1907. Upon the 
organization of the Albany Bar Association in 1920, Mr. Pope was 
elected President and by choice of the Association he continues to 
hold this office. 

On November 26, 1917, Mr. Pope was appointed by Governor 
Dorsey as Chairman of the Legal Advisory Board for the Tenth 
Senatorial District, and in this capacity he rendered valuable seryice to 
his country during the World War, in organizing the attorneys of the 
district for the purpose of assisting registrants with their questionnaires 
and giving. them help and legal protection when in need of it. 
 

JUDGE W. T. JONES 
Among the prominent native sons of Dougherty County was Judge 

W. T. Jones, familiarly known as "Suggs" Jones, and a son of Hon. 
Edwin T. Jones. 

Judge Jones was born July 2, 1851. He attended Emory College 
and upon returning to Albany entered the law office of Captain Wm. 
E. Smith, with whom he afterwards practiced. In his profession he 
became proficient and built up a large clientele. He became Judge of 
the County Court and held that office for many years until the court 
was abolished. In 1898 he was elected to represent Dougherty County 
in the Legislature and died November 7 of the same year, while attend-
ing the session in Atlanta. 

As an orator Judge Jones had few equals in the county, either in 
the forum or on the hustings. He was a prominent Mason and a 
member of other secret orders. As a man he was affable and genial to a 
high degree and numbered his friends by hundreds. 

He was married in 1875 to Miss Adella E. Davis, eldest daughter 
of Captain and Mrs. John A. Davis, and to them were born four 
children: P. H. Jones, Mrs. Pattie Jones Mullen, Judge Clayton Jones 
and Mrs. Eula Jones Keaton. 
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JUDGE CLAYTON JONES 

 
Judge Clayton Jones was born in Albany January 15, 1882, and 

after passing through the local schools studied at the Georgia School of 
Technology in 1898. He later attended the University of Georgia Law 
School and was admitted to the bar in 1902. He was' appointed Referee 
in Bankruptcy in May, 1905, by Judge Emory Speer, holding that 
important position until 1912, when he was elected Judge of the City 
Court of Albany, which office he still holds. On May, '1913, he was 
married to Miss Mattie Bush, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Bush. 
 

HONORABLE JESSE W. WALTERS 
 

Hon. Jesse William Walters" son of Jeremiah Walters, who was an 
extensive and successful planter, was born in 1849 and lived 
continuously in Dougherty County. 

When only sixteen years of age and weighing ninety pounds he 
served as Courier under Col. "'W. J. Lawton. Though very young he 
was an ardent patriot and rendered his section and community. 
invaluable service in Reconstruction days. He was at one time a 
beloved pupil of Hon. W. J. Northen, ex-Governor of Georgia, leaving 
his school to enter the State University, from which he graduated in 
1869. 
 

Inheriting from his father a great fondness for agriculture, 
immediately after leaving the University Mr. Walters began farming 
and threw into it all of the vigor and enthusiasm for which he was 
noted in any undertaking. Always rather delicate, he later felt 
compelled to give up the active management of his plantation and was 
admitted to the bar in 1875. Soon after he formed a partnership with 
Judge W. T. Jones; that partnership being dissolved when Judge Jones 
was elected Judge of the County Court. Mr. Walters was elected 
Representative from Dougherty County to the State Legislature and 
served the term of 1878-1879. 
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In 1881 he was elected Solicitor General of the Albany Judicial 
Circuit and his was a brilliant and fearless administration of the office. 
Early in his chosen profession Mr. Walters developed marked ability as 
a criminal lawyer. After retiring from the office of Solicitor General he 
again entered the general practice of law and made criminal practice a 
specialty. Always preferring the defense to prosecution he finally 
would only represent the defense, and his reputation soon brought him 
a large and lucrative practice that extended all over Southwest Georgia. 
Mr. Walters was Democratic Elector from the Second District in 
Grover Cleveland's first campaign. Mr. Walters was Solicitor of the 
City Court of Albany from 1912 to 1913, filling the unexpired term 
caused by the death of his son, J. W. Walters, Jr. 

In addition to Mr. Walters' professional activities he found time to 
engage in agricultural pursuits on his plantation and one-half miles 
from the city, where he developed one of the finest stock farms in this 
section. There he raised, in connection with general farm products, fine 
hogs and cattle. He shipped the first carload of hogs ever shipped from 
this county to a packing house, thus setting an example later followed 
by farmers of this section. 

 
In 1919, owing to ill health, Mr. Walters was compelled to retire 

from the practice of law and in April, 1921, he passed into the Great 
Beyond, and his passing was deeply regretted by a wide circle of 
friends, including the leading lawyers of the state, who delight to pay 
tribute to his ability as a lawyer, his honor and integrity of character 
and unfailing devotion to his friends and family. 

Mr. Walters is survived by his wife, who was Miss Minnie Davis, 
of Houston County, Georgia, and the following children: Mrs. N. R. 
Dehon, of Ocala, Fla.; J. Husman Waltcr, of Cuthbert, Ga.; Miss Willie 
Walters, of Albany, Ga.; Chovine R. Walters, of Albany, Ga., and 
Eugene Cantey Walters, of St. Augustine, Fla. 
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SIDNEY J. JONES 

Mr. Sidney J. Jones was born two miles east of Albany, September 
3, 1861. His father, Dr. Taliaferro Jones, settled in Dougherty County 
in 1856 and the family moved to town in 1872. Mr. Jones as a boy 
went to school until he was 17, when he entered the law office of 
Wooten & Jones. He read law two years with Judge W. T. 
Jones as preceptor. He was admitted to the bar April 23, 1880. Mr. 
Jones practiced two years with Judge D. A. Vason and on January 1, 
1887, formed a partnership with Judge S. W. Smith, which lasted until 
Judge Smith's death, March, 1915. 

The firm of Jones & Smith specialized in Title Abstracting and 
Conveyancing, and in this line of work enjoyed the largest practice in 
this county and section. 

 
Mr. Jones served as a member of the City Council for the year of 

1891 and was Solicitor of the County Court from August, 1892, to 
August, 1896. 

Since the death of Judge Smith Mr. Jones has continued the 
practice of his profession and is now, from point of practice, the oldest 
member of the Albany Bar. 

He married Miss Nora E. Jones, of Denton, Tex., in 1895. 

 
SAMUEL WILLIAMS SMITH 
 

Samuel Williams Smith, son of Captain William E. Smith, and 
Caroline Williams Smith, was born in May, 1861. He was carefully 
educated in private schools in Albany, Ga., and at the age of sixteen 
was sent to the University of Virginia. After one year at this college he 
attended the Virginia Military Institute, where after taking the full 
four-year course he graduated and returned home, studied law, and was 
admitted to the bar. In January, 1887, he formed a partnership with Mr. 
S. J. Jones, for the practice of law, under the firm name of Jones & 
Smith. In addition to the practice of law the firm conducted a loan and 
brokerage business, and soon became 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 153 
 
the leading loan brokers of Albany and the surrounding section, and at 
the same time enjoying a large law practice. 

In 1889, Judge Smith was elected to the office of Ordinary of 
Dougherty County, and held this position for twenty-five years. In this 
office he made many friends-always genial, gentle of manner, 
courteous to women, often putting aside urgent matters to advise some 
bewildered woman or orphan as to their affairs. Many looked to him 
for advice, and consulted him as to investments. 

 
Judge Smith had great faith in this section, and fostered every 

enterprise that would promote its prosperity. He was one of the first to 
see the future of the pecan industry, and induced northern capitalists to 
invest in orchards here. 

He was never married. He was very popular with all classes, and 
Albany felt a distinct loss by his death, which occurred in March, 
1915. 

 
THE ALBANY BAR 
 

President of the Albany Bar Association-John D. Pope. 

The members of the legal profession in Albany in 1924 are 
the following: 

Judge of the City Court-Clayton Jones. 

Solicitor of the City Court-R. H. Ferrell. 

Firms-Pottle & Hofmayer, J. R. Pottle, I. J. Hofmayer; 
Pope & Bennet, John D. Pope, S. S. Bennet; Milner & Farkas, Thomas 
Milner, Leonard Farkas; Lippitt & Burt, S. B. Lippitt, W. H. Burt; 
:Mann & Roddenbery, James Tift Mann, R. S. Roddenbery. 
 

Cruger Westbrook, J. B. Lanier, S. J. Jones, H. A. Peacock, D. H. 
Redfearn, G. B. Cowart, W. E. Smith, W. H. Beckham, Claude 
Payton, J. W. Kieve, W. F. Bell, R. E. L. Spence, Jr., R. H. Ferrell, A. 
N. Durden. 



PROMINENT CITIZENS OF THE PAST' 

 
ROBERT JAMES BACON 

Robert James Bacon was born in Liberty County, Georgia, 
December 6, 1830. His father was Thomas Bacon, whose ancestors 
were of Puritan extraction, settling at Dorchester Heights, Mass., and 
then Dorchester, S. C., from thence moving to St. John's Parish, now 
Liberty County, Georgia. His mother, Sarah Holcombe, was the 
daughter of Rev. Henry Holcombe, D. D., a captain in the 
Revolutionary War, who founded the First Baptist Church of 
Savannah. 

Robert was the youngest of a family of eight sons and one 
daughter, and was reared by his mother, his father having died almost 
before his recollection. He spent his childhood at the old home in 
Liberty County, attending school at Walthourville until he was 
eighteen years old, when he went to the University of Georgia at 
Athens. He was graduated from the State University at its fiftieth 
anniversary commencement. Fifty years later he attended the 
centennial commencement of his Alma ,Mater, and enjoyed seeing his 
son, R. J. Bacon, Jr., receive his law diploma, exactly half a century 
after he had finished his own school days. He studied law in Savannah 
under his brother, Edwin H. Bacon, and was admitted to the bar. He 
practiced law in Lagrange with his brother, Thomas J. Bacon. While 
there, in 1853, he married Miss Belle Walton, of Washington, Wilkes 
County, 
Georgia. Five years later, on account of delicate health, Mr. Bacon 
moved to Mitchell County, where he had purchased land at the 
Horseshoe Bend of Flint River. 
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Mr. Bacon was one of the pioneer citizens of Southwest Georgia. 
As a planter he cleared the virgin forest with slave labor and 
transformed it into the fertile new ground with abundant crops of corn 
and cotton. 

At the outbreak of the war in 1861, Mr. Bacon volunteered for 
service in the Confederate army, but was not accepted on account of 
his physical condition. Although not able to do military duty, he was 
active in serving the Confederacy in the Commissary Department, 
filling the place of quartermaster in that section o.f the state, collecting 
tithes of food and cattle for the Southern army and storing them in a 
government pound on his own plantation. He was also elected to the 
lower House of the Georgia Legislature, and served the first two years 
of the war. He was then elected to the Senate for the ensuing two 
years. 

After the war Mr. Bacon was a factor of conservatism in the trying 
ordeal of Reconstruction. During this period he lived on his plantation 
and most of his negroes remained with him, not moving from their old 
home as so many on the adjoining plantations did. 

Maj or Bacon, as he was familiarly called, was a leader in the 
industrial development of this section. He was largely instrumental in 
the construction and location of the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad from 
Albany to Thomasville, now a part of the Atlantic Coast Line system~ 
He was a director of this company, and the construction engineers, 
without his knowledge, located a station on his plantation and named it 
Baconton. 

,In 1868 Major Bacon's wife died, leaving four daughters and one 
son. The home was broken up, and the best educational advantages 
obtainable were sought for his children. His life was further saddened 
by the loss of his youngest child, his only son, Robert, who died at the 
age of seven. Major Bacon was a devoted father to his motherless 
children. 

In 1872 Major Bacon was appointed judge of the Mitchell County 
Court, though he served but a few months. 
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Moving to Albany in the fall of 1872, he became a member of the 

cotton firm of Welch, Cook & Bacon, later changed to Welch & 
Bacon, which did a large business in the surrounding counties. It was 
here, in 1874, that he brought his second wife, who, as Mrs. Elizabeth 
T. Crowe, had been the gifted instructor of Art and Music at Welsleyan 
College in Macon. 

Major Bacon's family now consisted of his wife and her daughter, 
Mamie Crowe, and his three daughters, Ella, Belle and Laura, the 
eldest daughter, Corneille, having married Robert J. Willingham, of 
Macon. 

His large business interests, his public-spirit in all the affairs of 
Albany, his church duties and home and social ties made him one of 
the most sought-after and active personalities in the community. His 
sunny disposition and broad sympathy, his strict attention to business 
and his high sense of honor won for him enduring friendships among 
all classes. 

In 1880 business reverses came, and later on Maj or Bacon moved 
to his plantation in Mitchell County. In former years Maj or Bacon had 
been successful in starting the planting and shipping of large quantities 
of watermelons, and encouraged 
the idea of diversified crops among the planters. 

The great pecan industry of Southwest Georgia had its beginning 
on Major Bacon's plantation. . In 1872 his young daughters planted 
some pecan nuts, which had been sent them from Texas, in their 
garden. Five of these young trees were later transplanted by G. M. 
Bacon, and from them large groves have been developed. Major Bacon 
may well be called the prophet of this industry, for he foresaw its 
possibilities and encouraged this enterprise. He foretold the shelling of 
the nuts by machinery and the extraction of oil from the nuts, both of 
which have recently been realized. 

Major Bacon's nephew, G. M. Bacon, of DeWitt, Ga., was really 
the pioneer of this industry. To him must be given the credit of the 
rapid advancement and success of the work. To his careful 
transplanting of these trees and patient study 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 157 
 

 
   

of the subject is due all the glory of the development of the pecan, and 
pecan culture is now one of the leading industries of Southwest 
Georgia. Major Bacon was one of the four who organized the Southern 
Nut Growers Association, which became the National Nut Growers 
Association. 

One may well imagine the conflicting emotions of Maj or Bacon as 
he watched the spirited contest between General 

John B. Gordon and Augustus O. Bacon for the governor',s chair of 
Georgia. When a boy of ten his mother had adopted her infant 
grandson, Augustus O. Bacon, who had been left an orphan. He had 
loved him as a brother and had watched his career with interest and 
pride. In his college days Mr. Bacon had been a classmate of John B. 
Gordon and his friendship had continued through the years. It was his 
pleasure in later years to see these two side by side representing Geor-
gia in the United States Senate. 

 
On the night of June 5, 1907, at the ripe age of seventy-six, Major 

Bacon "entered into rest." Funeral services were conducted at the 
Baconton Baptist Church, and he was laid to rest in Oakview Cemetery 
in Albany. On his monument is inscribed the motto of his life: 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand." 
 A clipping from the Albany Daily Herald, published the day after 
his death; is a fitting tribute: 

"Announcement of the death of Major Robert J. Bacon, which 
occurred last night at his home in Baconton, will carry sadness to 
hundreds of hearts. During the long years of his interesting and useful 
career, Major Bacon was a prominent figure in the affairs of Southwest 
Georgia, and his strong individuality has left its imprint wherever he 
has lived and labored. Some of the best years of his life were spent in 
Albany, and enduring friendships are the monuments in this city to 
those qualities which made him a notable man among his friends. 

"Major Bacon was a cultured, courtly gentleman of the old school. 
There is no finer Southern stock than that from 
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which he sprang, and his family has given to Georgia some of her most 
distinguished sons. He goes to his reward full of years and honors, and 
rich in the esteem of the people among whom he walked. 

"May he rest in peace." 
 

CAPTAIN JOHN T. HESTER 
 

Captain John Temple Hester was a native of Wilkes County, Ga., 
but since 1867 he had made his home in Albany. Prior to the breaking 
out of the War Between the States he had resided in Lee County, where 
he taught school and whence he went to fight in the Gray Army of the 
Confederacy. His first service was with the Albany Guards, but he was 
subsequently transferred to the 61st Georgia Regiment, in which 
command he held a captain's commission. He was wounded in one of 
the battles of The Wilderness and was made a prisoner of war at 
Petersburg, where he remained until three months after the war, 
refusing for that length of time to take the oath of allegiance. 

Captain Hester was a member of the City Council in 1880, and the 
same year he was elected to the Legislature. He was Tax Collector of 
Dougherty County for twenty years, usually being elected to that office 
without opposition, so eminently satisfactory were his services to the 
people of the county. 

Captain Hester was twice married, first to Miss Teresa Collins, by 
whom he had one son, William, who died early in life. His second 
marriage was with Miss Lillie Hutchison (a sister of Mrs. W. H. 
Gilbert), who preceded him to the grave by only a few years. Their 
children were Mrs. Daisy Hester Wilkins, Eugene Hester, Major John 
H. Hester, U. S. Army, Mrs. Marguerite Hester Saunders, Mrs. Cora D. 
Hester Webster. 

He died January 18, 1908. His long life in Albany had brought 
friendships such as few men have the good fortune to win. 
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CAPTAIN STEPHEN R. WESTON 
Among the prominent Albanians of the past, Capt. Stephen R. 

Weston deserves especial mention. He came to Albany in 1876 to have 
a home base near his large sawmill enterprises on the Brunswick & 
Albany R. R., now part of the A. C. L. system. Captain Weston owned 
extensive sawmills at Westonia and Enigma, and near Alapaha and 
Sumner, Ga., and was among the pioneer lumbermen shipping Georgia 
pine to the West and North by railroad, though most of his shipments 
went to foreign countries through the port of Brunswick. His activities 
were not confined to his sawmill interests. He established a large 
cotton warehouse business in Albany, handling thousands of bales of 
cotton annually, and was a great factor in increasing the cotton receipts 
of the town. Together with Col. Nelson Tift, he built the Albany & 
Cordele Railroad, now known as the G. S. W. & G. Railroad. He also 
owned and cultivated large orange groves in Florida and was a pioneer 
in the cultivation and shipment of grape fruit. 

Captain Weston was born in Putnam County, this state, on a 
plantation settled by his father, in the year 1831. He married Miss 
Parmelia Jane Davis, daughter of Rev. Jesse M. Davis, in the year 1852, 
and out of this union sprang a number of children, Joe William, Jesse 
D., Janie May, Rosser, Burton, Myron and Carl Weston. Captain 
Weston served three years in the Confederate Army, and was followed 
throughout the war by a faithful slave and friend, Matt, to whom he was 
devotedly attached. 

Captain Weston was a hard worker in the Sunday School and 
church of the Methodist denomination, and was a Steward in the 
church up to the time of his death. He died in February, 1898, and thus 
Albany lost one of her most valued citizens, beloved and respected by 
all denominations and creeds. 
 

T. M. CARTER 
 Thomas Michelle Carter was born in Augusta, Ga., March 
5, 1841, but early in life became identified with Albany's busi-
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ness enterprises, being long engaged in the mercantile and cotton 
warehouse business as a member of the firm of N. & 
A. F. Tift & Co., and later of Carter & Woolfolk and of Carter & Co. 
Aside from his business interests, he found time to serve the city as 
Councilman seven terms, and in all matters pertaining to Albany's 
progress he was deeply interested. 

Mr. Carter was a young man when the War Between the States 
began, and was among the first to offer his services to the 
Confederacy. He saw much service in the Western Army", was a 
gallant soldier, and was known. in the community where he cast his lot 
as a gallant gentleman. 

He belonged to one of the oldest and most distinguished of 
Georgia's families, and no man among the older residents of Albany 
enjoyed a fuller measure of high regard of his fellow citizens. 

Mr. Carter was twice married, the first time, June 5, 1869, to Miss 
Eliza Oliver, who was the mother of his two daughters, Mrs. Eva 
Carter Wooten and Mrs. Maria Carter Davis. He married the second 
time June 25, 1891, Miss Susan Tarpley, of Jackson, Miss., who died 
four years prior to his death, which occurred August 16, 1922. 

 
MRS. JOHN M. CUTLIFF 

Mrs. Mary S. Jones Cutliff, born in Columbia County, Ga., 
December 18, 1828, was the daughter of Judge William Jones, born in 
King and Queen County, Va., 1762, and his fourth wife, Elcy V. Jones, 
born 1796. Her father had twenty-one children, she being the 20th, and 
there :were /122 years between the birth of the first, 1785, and her own 
death, 1907. In recognition of ~her father's service for independence, 
she was received as a "real" daughter of the American Revolution and 
presented with a gold spoon in token, by the National Society. 

Her mother 'was the daughter of John Tankersley, Revolutionary 
soldier, born in Virginia in 1764,. and his wife, Susan Brooks, of 
Virginia. This branch of the Tankersley family 
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descended from Sir Richard Tankersley, of Tankersley Parish, 
Yorkshire, England, and his wife, Sarah Thornhill, of Thornhill Hall, 
Yorkshire, England. She attended Winston-Salem College, N. C., 
1810-'11, and danced with General Lafayette on his visit to Augusta, 
March 23-25, 1825. 

Mary S. Jones rode on the first train to enter the state of Georgia. 
Members of her family went to the South Carolina line in their 
carriages, and all rode on the train to Augusta. She was educated at 
Washington Seminary, Washington, Ga. 

At 16 years of age she made a trip, via carriage, to Mobile and 
New Orleans. While in the latter city she entertained, with her half-
brother and sister, at a dinner in honor of their relative, Madame Le 
Vert, one of the most brilliant women Georgia ever produced. 
Returning home, she was married the following winter to John M. 
Cutliff, and after a few years moved to Baker County. During the war 
she .was one of the women of the Confederacy whomade clothing for 
the Confederate soldiers under the direction of Mrs. Helen Plane, 
president of a relief society at Newton, Georgia. 

Coming to Albany in 1863 with a large family, she devoted herself 
to her children and friends, who reverence the memory of her beautiful 
life, which came to a close December 6, 1907. 

 
JOHN M. CUTLIFF 
 

John M. Cutliff was born in Putnam County, Ga., September 14, 
1823, and was the son of John Cutliff and Lucinda Ragan, grandson 
and great-grandson of Abram Cutliff, Jonathan Ragan and John Ray, 
revolutionary soldiers. (The Ragan family descended from O'Ragan of 
Ireland, from OlliolOllum, King of Munster, A. D. 177.) . 

He was educated at "The Old Field School," Lincoln County, 
which later became his home, at old Penfield (changed to Mercer 
University), and entered the University of Georgia in 1844. Finally he 
studied law under the cele 
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brated jurist, Linton A. Stephens, and continued under Gen. Lucius 
Gartrell, who had married his cousin, Louisiana Gideon. He never 
practiced law, but used this knowledge of it for his own private 
business affairs. 

On December 17, 1846, he married Miss Mary "S. Jones, of 
Columbia County, Ga., and shortly thereafter moved to Baker County, 
where as a prosperous planter and slaveholder he lived in peace and 
plenty until the war broke out and all were called to arms. 

He was a pay member of the Albany Guards in 1856, and went 
with that company to war as "independent;" was transferred to Co. G, 
17th Georgia Regiment, under Colonel Benning, and was on that 
memorable march from Yorktown to Richmond. Becoming seriously 
ill, he was sent home, but he put in three substitutes and gave liberally 
to the Confederacy of food and wagons, mules and teamsters for the 
breastworks at Savannah. .Near the close of the war he was in the state 
militia, and acted as Colonel in taking a company from Albany to 
Atlanta. Marching down Peachtree Street, four of the little company 
were killed by cannon balls; among them was "poor little Billy 
Batterson." In 1863 Mr. Cutliff bought the home place (319 Society 
Street), where his youngest children and grandchildren were born, and 
where some continue to live. 

After he and his wife had spent 61 1-2 years together, he was 
called to rest July 1, 1907. 

They had twelve children and reared nine to maturity Susan Jane, 
who married M. B. Meriwether, M. D.; William Emory, Ragan Jones, 
Joseph Holiday, Edwin Augustus, Nella Hanson, May Von, who 
married T. M. Ticknor; Amelia E. and J erre Griffin, D. D. S. 

 
 MRS. JANIE MAYO 
 Mrs. Janie Godwin Mayo, daughter of Thomas Godwin (Methodist 
minister), and Melvina Hill Godwin, was born October 1,1847, near 
Starkville, Lee County, Ga. When she was four years of age the family 
moved to Albany and lived in a 
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tenroom frame house on Broad street, situated on the lot where Kieve's 
store now stands, this building being the first real hotel in Albany. 

She received her education from the best schools the county 
afforded, and in 1863 attended Andrew College, Cuth 

 

 
 

MRS. JANIE MAYO 

bert, Ga. One month before the term expired all students were 
dismissed and the college was turned into a Confederate 

hospital. 
In 1864 Janie Hill Godwin married Zachary Taylor Mayo, and 

soon afterward he joined the Confederate Army. Their children were 
Annie Mayo Godwin, Willie C., W. Crawford, 
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Thomas Godwin, Zackie Mayo Eatman, Mary A. (Dollie) Anderson. 

In the strenuous life of the war period and the reconstruction days 
which followed, Mrs. Mayo developed an aptitude for business and the 
management of property~ which fine qualification fitted her for the 
responsibilities of widowhood, occasioned by the death of her husband, 
December 8, 1885. For several years she owned and conducted the 
largest \hotel in the city, known as the Mayo House, afterwards the 
New Albany Hotel. 

Notwithstanding her time was largely engaged with many 
duties, she was always actively identified with all movements which 
stand for religious, moral and civic betterment Church, W. C. T. D., 
Hospital Aid Association, Albany Womans Club, D. D. C., D. A. R., 
Red Cross and Associated Charities. The gentle advance of years 
caused her to give up many of these activities and enjoy the quiet of her 
home and the devotion of her children. Always full of confidence in the 
victory of good over evil, buoyant and optimistic in temperament, 
possessing a quaint, kindly humor, she was a rare companion as well as 
a kindly guide, counselor and friend. Her death occurred at her home in 
Albany March 24, 1923. 
 

MRS. JOSEPH S. DAVIS 
 

Mrs. .Eugenia Gunn Davis was born in Cuthbert, Ga., June 1, 1857, 
of pure Scotch parentage, her father being John McR. Gunn, and her 
mother Susan Douglas Gunn. 

After (graduating at Andrew Female College, of her native city, 
she spent four years at Mary Baldwin Seminary, Staunton, Va., 
graduating in 1875, with honors. 

On June 11, 1876, she was married to Joseph S. Davis, of Albany, 
and came to Dougherty County to make her home. 
From the first her accomplishments and earnest Christian example 
established her in the love and respect of the people. Five children 
blessed their union. (See sketch of Joseph S. Davis.) 
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She was the first president of the Albany Hospital Association, and 
labored efficiently for the movement that eventuated in the Phoebe 
Putney Memorial Hospital, securing the active cooperation of all in 
developing one of the best hospital plants in Georgia. Under the strain 
of her labors her health was impaired, and she was compelled to resign 
over connection with the hospital, but continued in her church 
activities. After several years her health, greatly improved, and at the 
urgent insistence of numerous friends she again became president of 
the Hospital Association. 

Mrs. Davis's church work has been continuous through forty-six 
years, during which time she has held many offices in the women's 
organizations and as a teacher in the Sunday School. She is the present 
teacher of the Senior Baptist Philathea Class, which is one of the most 
efficient Sunday School organizations in the city. 
 
Mrs. Davis is prominently identified with the intellectual and social 
life of Albany. She is a deep student, well informed on all matters of 
the-day, and as a hostess her gracious manner is known to hundreds 
who have been recipients of her hospitality. She is in every way a 
public-spirited woman, ever devoted to the best interests of her town, 
ever thoughtful of those in need of help and encouragement; a true 
wife, devoted mother and faithful friend. 
 

HENRY T. McINTOSH 
 

Few men have so lived as to impress the stamp of their manhood, 
the meritorious quality of their character and the sweetness of their 
disposition upon this community as has Henry T. McIntosh, associate 
editor of the Albany Herald. 

After leaving school he went into the office of the Herald, being 
there brought under the influence of his distinguished father. He was 
assiduous in application to his work, developing an aptitude and 
qualification that marked him as a capable and charming writer. His 
versatility makes him at home in the treatment of any subject, and his 
scholarly at 
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tainments give the gloss of ornamentation to every article he writes. 

As an editor he is admired, but as a man he is beloved. He early 
gave evidence of deep religious conviction, and as teacher of the 
Baraca Class of the Presbyterian Church, of which he is a prominent 
member, he endeared himself to those mature men whom he thus 
brought under indebtedness to his splendid instruction. He belongs to 
that rare class of teachers who are gifted in making instruction 
interesting. He is president of the Dougherty County Board of 
Education, and was one of the organizers and the first president of the 
Albany Young Men's Christian Association. 

,On January 22, 1896,  McIntosh married Miss Alice Cheatham, 
daughter of Col. and Mrs. O. F. Cheatham. They have one child, 
(Martha) Mrs. George W. NaIl. 

 
D. H. REDFEARN 
 

Daniel Huntley Redfearn, son of R. H. and Mary McDonald 
Redfearn, was born in Thomas County, Ga., May 4, 1884. Although he 
has resided in Albany only thirteen years, he has rendered such service 
to the community and to the state that he deserves special mention in 
these pages. He is one of Albany's best known attorneys and is the 
author of a comprehensive book on Georgia Laws, .entitled "Wills and 
Administrations of Estates," which has won high praise from some of 
the best legal minds in the country. 

In addition to his practice, Mr. Redfearn has many outside 
interests, among which is his leadership of a class of young men in the 
Methodist Sunday School, known for its activities in "The Albany 
Educational Society," which was founded by Mr. Redfearn July 1, 
1919. It has for its object the lending of money to worthy boys, and 
girls, at 4 per cent., payable in five years, to enable them to attend the 
college of their choice. It is incorporated under the laws of Georgia, 
and stock to the amount of $4,000 is held by members of the Sunday 
School class and philanthropic citizens and organizations of Albany. 
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When Mr. Redfearn graduated he sold the shop to the college and 
it is still maintained for its original purpose, and from its proceeds 
three other boys are each year having their tuition paid.   Mr. 
Redfearn was a first lieutenant, F. A., in the WorId War. 

 
On November 20, 1913, he married Miss Susan Ellis Fort, daughter 

of Col. and Mrs. John P. Fort, former distinguished residents of 
Dougherty County. 

 JOHN H. MOCK 
Born in Albany, Ga., January 15, 1878. Is a grandson of John V. 

Mock, one of the pioneer settlers, who came to Albany in 1844. Is the 
son of the late Jolin Mock, also a native of Albany. 

Received his early education in the Albany schools. Is an honor 
graduate of Springhill College, Mobile, Ala., receiving his A. B. degree 
in 1896. He is now vice-president of the Georgia Alumni Association 
of Springhill College. Was for a number of years connected with the 
firm of Mock & Rawson, one 
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of the oldest retail establishments in Albany. Later he engaged in the 
wholesale brokerage business. 

Was secretary of the Albany Chamber of Commerce for eight 
years, and has been identified with many progressive movements and 
has played a large part in the growth and development of Albany and 
section. 

He was secretary-manager of the Albany-South Georgia Fair 
Association and one of its directors; being also president of the 
Association of Georgia Fairs and Expositions. Is secretary-treasurer of 
the South Georgia Wholesale Grocers Association, a director of the 
Florida Short Route Association and Chairman of the Dougherty 
County Council of the Dixie Highway Association. 

He represented Dougherty County in the Legislature for a part of 
one term, and was elected without opposition to serve a second term, 
but resigned when Hon. W. H. Burt, a former Representative, returned 
from the war, in order that Mr. Burt might be re-elected to this position 
which he resigned to enter the service in the United States Marines. . 

During the World War Mr. Mock was engaged in many branches 
of activity, conspicuous among which was his handling of twenty-five 
counties in Southwest Georgia in the Liberty and Victory Loan 
campaigns. He was also vice-chair man of the National Four-Minute 
Men for the state of Georgia. 

He was for six years a member of the County and City Boards of 
Education, and served as a trustee of the Carnegie Library Association. 
He has also served as chairman of the Dougherty County Democratic 
Executive Committee, and is a former member of the Board of Control 
of the Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital. 

He was for several years captain of Company E, Albany Guards, 
being at that time the youngest commanding officer in the state. He is 
prominent in Georgia Elkdom, a life member of Albany Lodge No. 
713, and served the lodge for three terms as exalted ruler. He is 
particularly proud of the distinction of being the only male member of 
the Georgia Fed 
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eration of Women's Clubs, which honor was conferred upon him in 
recognition of valuable assistance rendered when the federation 
convened in Albany in 1915. Is a member of the City Board of 
Charities, and is secretary of the Advisory Council of the Salvation 
Army. 

He is a member of the local Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Some of the best work he has ever done has been as director 
of field organization for the Georgia Peanut Growers Co-operative 
Association, which has its headquarters in Albany. 

In 1905 he married Miss Kate Herbert Pinkston, of Albany, a 
descendant of a prominent Alabama family. They have three children, 
Mary O'Kelley Mock, John H. Mock, Jr., and Ray Staunton Mock. 

Mr. Mock is active in church work, is a Roman Catholic in faith, 
d a member of the Knights of Columbus. an

 
REAR ADMIRAL MARBURY JOHNSTON 

 

Rear Admiral Marbury Johnston, son of Thomas Henry and Lamar 
Hill Johnston, was born in Albany, Ga., in 1860. His boyhood was 
spent here. Many Albanians remember well how young Marbury 
Johnston won the appointment to the Naval Academy at Annapolis 
through competitive examination to fill a vacancy in the Second 
Congressional District. The appointment was made by Congressman 
William E. Smith, of Albany. 

He entered the Naval Academy in 1878 while still a resident of 
Albany, and finished the course at that institution in 1882, with a most 
creditable record. His progress in the United States Navy, where the 
greater portion of his life has been spent, has been steadily upward. 
Only the first ten of his class were retained, and in 1917 he was the 
first of those to be made a Rear Admiral. Possessing a big heart and 
broad vision, ever true to duty and friends, the appointment was indeed 
worthily bestowed. 



 
 

1. R. L. JON ES 
 

:I.. A. W. M'ISE 
 

3. JOHN R. WHITEHEAD ,. 
L E. WELCH 

 
4. F. F. 
PUTNEY 
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F. F. PUTNEY 

 
Francis F. Putney came to Dougherty County in 1865, bringing 

the thrift and energy for which the Bay State is noted. 
He acquired by purchase a small plantation seven miles below 

Albany on the Thomasville road, and there he lived and labored for 
several years, 

He was, soon after his coming, appointed United States 
Commissioner, which gave to him the title of Judge, and he has been 
known ever since as Judge Putney. 

Judge Putney exercised the functions of his office with distinction 
and good sense as long as he cared for the position, which, coupled 
with his quiet and courteous manner, made him many friends among 
the residents of this section. By reliability, he established himself in 
the esteem of the business men, and soon began to acquire the 
elements of success upon which his splendid fortune has been built. 

With the prescience of a seer, he visualized the true value of real 
estate in Southwest Georgia, and quietly he began its acquisition, 
until he became the largest taxpayer in the section. 

Just south of his plantation home he bought all the lands around 
Hardaway, and moved to that small village about 1873, and erected in 
time a fine brick store in which he conducted a profitable mercantile 
business in connection with his extensive planting operations. He 
built a beautiful home in a magnificent pine grove, which he provided 
with every comfort that he and his beloved helpmeet could crave. 
Here he still resides, despite the more than four score years, but gives 
his large interests in Albany that close attention that always 
characterized his career. One factor in Judge Putney's success is the 
acumen which leads him to choose associates that are dependable. 

In 1908 Judge Putney and associates organized the Georgia 
National Bank, one of the strong financial institutions of 
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this section, and its liberal management has contributed largely to 
Albany's growth. 

Mr. Putney is perhaps the largest real estate owner in Albany today, 
besides holding many broad acres of fertile land in this section. 

Though Judge Putney is now illustrating that "it is better to be 
eighty years young than forty years old," it is no flattery to felicitate 
him and congratulate Albany upon having a citizen of such splendid 
philanthropic spirit. His benevolences have been many and large. His 
contributions to the Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital have amounted 
to fully $4O,OOO, and made that splendid institution, in its present 
shape, possible. His contributions to the Y. M. C. A. and to the Albany 
Presbyterian Church have been liberal and helpful. 

Judge Putney married first, October 24, 1866, Miss Harriet A. 
Whitford, of Woburn, Mass., who lived only a few years. On July 12, 
1897, he married Mrs. W. S. Whitford, of Woburn, 
Mass., who has shared her husband's philanthropies and has been active 
in church and club work. 
 

JOSEPH EHRLICH 
 

Joseph Ehrlich was born at Prague in 1845, and was 23 years of 
age when he .came to this country in 1868. He lived for two years in 
Hartford and ,five years at Waterbury, Conn., coming to Albany from 
the latter place in 1875. He opened a clothing and merchant .tailoring 
establishment as his first venture here, and in 1881, embarked in the 
shoe and hat business, which has made his name familiar throughout 
this section. Mr. Ehrlich served the city continuously as a member 
of the City Council for 33 years, a record never equaled by an Albany 
citizen. He was a member of the Board of Education a number of years, 
and from 1884 to 1907 was grand recorder of the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen for the States of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
North and South Carolina, and Florida. Mr. Ehrlich was secretary of 
the Masonic Lodge for twenty-one years. 
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In 1870 he married Miss Henrietta Glauber, and to this union were 
born five children, Mrs. 1. Kieve, Mrs. Henry Gortatowsky, Mrs. P. B. 
Hofmayer, and I. G. Ehrlich, of Albany, and Mrs. William Nussbaum, 
of Jacksonville. Mr. Ehrlich is an honored and esteemed citizen of 
Albany, to which he has given so generously of his wise counsel and 
loyal service. 

 
A. W. MUSE 
 

Augustus Winn Muse was born at Lafayette, Ala., in 1849, coming 
to Albany in 1870. He engaged in mercantile enterprises for a time, but 
for over thirty years he engaged in the cotton warehouse business, of 
which he was still .,the head at the time of his death, March 10, 1922. 
The firm was known as A. W. Muse & Co., whose place of business 
stands on the northwest corner of Broad and Front streets, the site 
where Albany's first building was erected in 1836. 

Mr. Muse was vice-president of the Exchange Bank and of the 
Albany National Bank, and was interested in various other Albany 
enterprises. He was a man of fine business judgment, and his name lent 
stability to the institutions with which he was known to be identified. 
He had large farming interests in this and other counties, and was a 
successful man of affairs. 

Mr. Muse was superintendent of the Methodist Sunday School for 
46 years, and acted as steward for a full half century. In all the 
religious activities of the community he ever took a leading and 
sympathetic interest. He was no less helpful to other churches than he 
was to his own, and the Y. M.C. A., the hospital and other institutions 
at home and abroad found in him a generous friend whose sympathy 
was unfailing and whose purse was ever open. 

Just what Mr. Muse meant to his community can only be 
appreciated by those who knew him and are familiar with his influence 
and activities during the more than fifty years of his citizenship- He 
was an unusual man, but only unusual because 
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in so many things did he seem to measure up to the standard of what a 
man should be who is four-square with the world and rugged in his 
faith in God. 

Mr. Muse was twice married, first to Miss Mary Slappey, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Slappey, of Baker County. Theil: only child is 
now Mrs. J. W. Gillespie, of Albany. 

His second wife was Miss Sallie Tucker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse Tucker, whose death occurred one week prior to his own. 
They are survived by three children: Mrs. J. A. Redfearn, Mr. 
Augustus W. Muse and Mrs. R. E. Champion, all of Albany. 

 
JOHN PORTER FORT 
 

John Porter Fort was the son of .Tomlinson and Martha Fannin 
Fort. He was born at Milledgeville, Ga., August 16, 1841. 

At eighteen years of age he graduated at Oglethorpe College at 
Midway, five miles from Milledgeville. 

The next year he enlisted in the Baldwin Volunteers, and marched 
away in defense of the Confederacy. The Volunteers were attached to 
the Ninth Georgia Regiment, and saw active service in Virginia. In 
1863 he was transferred to the First Georgia Regulars. This regiment 
was active in the Florida campaign, and along the Georgia and South 
Carolina coasts. 
Enlisting as a private, John P. Fort was promoted to a first lieutenancy. 

After peace was declared he returned to Georgia, and resumed his 
law studies which had been interrupted by the war. In 1866 he was 
admitted to the bar, making his residence in Macon. 

In 1879 he first became identified with Dougherty County, 
purchasing here, in conjunction with J. M. Johnston, of Macon, 
several plantations. . 

From his youth John Fort had been interested in scientific pursuits, 
especially geology and plant and animal life. He had made extensive 
observations of the geological formation 
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of Georgia, and had become convinced that flowing artesian wells 
could be made to bless the coastal plain section of the state. In 
February, 1881, on Hickory Level plantation, in the western part of 
Dougherty County, twenty miles from Albany, he undertook the 
boring of an artesian well. On August the fourth, at a depth of four 
hundred and fifty feet, a flow of pure water was obtained at the rate of 
seven gallons per minute. Since his death this well has been marked 
with a suitable tablet, and with the quarter of an acre of land 
surrounding it, has been deeded by his heirs to the county to be kept as 
a perpetual memorial. 

This was the first artesian well in Georgia. 
 Mr. Fort also made an interesting experiment in subterranean 
drainage in, Dougherty County. Because of this experiment, this 
method of drainage has been employed to advantage in several 
undertakings in South Georgia. 

In 1881 John Porter Fort married Tallulah Hay Ellis, of Atlanta. 
They had the following children: Susan Fort Redfearn, Kate Fort 
Coddington, Martha Fannin Fort, Tomlinson Fort, John P. Fort, Jr., 
Wm. Ellis Fort. 

In 1885 he retired from the practice of law, and moved to 
Coolawahee plantation, ten miles from Albany, devoting all of his time 
to agriculture. He bought Mr. Johnston's interests in the plantations. 
Eleven winters Mr. and Mrs. Fort, with their family, lived at 
Coolawahee, spending the summers at Mount Airy, Habersham 
County. 

The Fort family subsequently spent all of their time in the peach 
and apple culture. In 1908 he was awarded second prize ($50) at the 
National Apple Show, Spokane, Washington, for the second best 
display of apples grown in the Southern States. The next year he was 
awarded first prize ($100) for the same exhibit. 
 

In 1909 he had conferred on him by the University of Georgia the 
degree of Doctor of Science (Sc. D.) in recognition of his scientific 
achievements. 



176 HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
 .. 

 
Dr. Fort had long realized the need of irrigation in South Georgia. 

With this idea in view he had bored on the Tompkins plantation in 
1911 an artesian well. This well flows into a reservoir. Drains from the 
reservoir irrigate a fourteen-acre field. On this tract have been raised 
two bales of cotton to the acre, one hundred and fifty bushels of corn 
to the acre, and also remarkably fine hay and vegetable crops. 

Dr. Fort's interest in agriculture, Jin nature, and in the progress 
and well-being of his state and people never abated. He departed this 
life February 12, 1917. 

In the library of the state capitol on July 24, 1919, before an 
assemblage of distinguished persons, and friends and relatives of the 
family, and with the ceremonies appropriately introduced by addresses 
from the Hon. Clark, Howell and Gov. Hugh M. Dorsey, there was 
unveiled a tablet to his memory, inscribed as follows: 

"John P. Fort-Soldier, Scholar, Benefactor. Among other eminent 
public services he bored the first artesian well in Georgia, an epoch, of 
the South-eastern Coastal Plain. He was the founder of the apple 
industry in North Georgia." 

 
CAPTAIN YOUEL G. RUST 
 

Captain Youel G. Rust was born in Richmond, Va., October 12, 
1812. He came to Albany in 1844, and at the time of his death, April 
19, 1901, he was the oldest male resident of Albany. 

During his long and useful life, Captain Rust filled many positions 
of trust and honor. He was a gallant Confederate soldier and 
commanded the first company of infantry, Albany Guards, which left 
Albany to fight for the Southern cause. 

For many years Captain Rust was cashier of the Central Railroad 
Bank of this city and from time to, time was engaged in private 
business enterprises. He was postmaster at Albany during both the 
Cleveland administrations, and was an efficient public servant. He was 
the first mayor of Albany after the town was chartered in 1853. At the 
time of his death he 
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was president of the Equitable Building and Loan Assoeiation, besides 
being connected with other well known institutions. 

His wife, who was Miss Atkinson, survived him only a few years, 
and a son, Y. C. Rust, passed away in December, 1918. R. S. Rust, of 
Atlanta, and Mrs. P. L. Husman, of this city, a son and daughter, 
survive him. Messrs. R. L. and E. R. Jones are his grandsons. 

Captain Rust lived .long and well, and his memory is cherished in 
the hearts of those who knew and loved him. . 

 
Y. C. RUST 

Youel Cheever Rust was born in Albany in 1854. He was a son of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Y. G. Rust and lived in Albany all his life. . 

In 1880 Mr. Rust was elected city clerk, an office which he filled 
until his death. To have held this position so long and so acceptably 
was the highest compliment that could bet paid to his integrity and 
ability. 

As stated above, Mr. Rust died in December, 1918. His wife, who 
was Miss Evie Husman, survives him. 

 

SAMUEL SMITH 

When Albany was but a dot on the banks of the Flint, there moved 
into the settlement (1842) Samuel Smith with his wife and two 
children. He became one of the progressive spirits of the age. 

His parents were natives of Massachusetts, but during Rev-
olutionary times moved to Charleston, S. C., where his father became 
the owner of a country house. Here Samuel was born and lived until 
sixteen years of age, when, after his father's second marriage to a 
French Huguenot, he left home and later married Susanne Hathorne, of 
English parentage, of Virginia, and went to Augusta, Ga., to live. 
There two children were born, William E., afterward identified with 
the political life of Georgia, and Louisiana, later Mrs. John Calhoun 
Talbot. Mr. Smith by energy and thrift accumulated a comfortable 
fortune 



 
 . 
 

CAPTAIN JOHN A. DA\'lS 
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in the furniture business, and was a benefactor of the pool. After the War 
Between the States, when many who had known luxury were reduced to 
penury, Mr. Smith opened a beef market. The man whom he engaged to 
conduct" it reported that many who came for meat did not pay for it. Mr. 
Smith told him to supply their needs, regardless of money. 

He was a resident of Albany 28 years and saw the first passenger train 
come into Albany, and the installation of the two wires that brought the 
first telegraph message. 
 He died in 1869, a man of gentle demeanor and upright character. 
 His grandchildren and great-grandchildren, descendants 
of his son, William E. Smith, are living today (1924) in Albany -William 
E. Smith, Mrs. (W. L.) Annie Smith Davis, Mrs. (W. N.) Carrie Smith 
Ticknor and Miss Augusta Smith. 
 

CAPTAIN JOHN A. DAVIS 
 

Captain John, A. Davis was born in Crawfordville, Ga., June 15, 
1832. His father, the Rev. Jonathan Davis, was a prominent Baptist 
preacher, being one of the original subscribers of the fund for the 
establishment of what is now Mercer University, and was a member of 
its first Board of Trustees. 

Mr. Davis graduated from Mercer College, then at Penfield, Ga., at 
an early age and read law, being admitted to the bar before ;he was 
nineteen years old. 

His father moved with a colony of Middle Georgia people to 
Palmyra, Lee County, in 1838. After graduation, Mr. Davis came to 
Albany to pursue his professional vocation, and formed, a partnership 
with Judge David A. Vason. At the age of nineteen, Mr. Davis married 
Miss Laura Clementine Hampton, educated and refined young lady of 
a prominent family. 
To this union were born: Joseph S. Davis, Adella Davis Jones, Sallie 
Davis Jones, Docia Davis Warren, Eliza Davis Shaffer, Emma Davis 
Willingham, Nannie Davis Jones, Johnnie Davis Sheffield. 
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When the tocsin of war sounded, Mr. Davis joined the 
Dougherty County Hussars, a cavalry company. He was elected and 
commissioned first lieutenant, but was detailed to remain at home to look 
after community interests. 

The government commissioned Mr. Davis captain in the 
Commissary Department and stationed him with headquarters at 
Albany in charge of nearly all of Southwest Georgia below Macon. 
This rich agricultural region contributed largely in foodstuffs to the 
Confederate soldiers. 

Until Sherman cut his swath of destruction through Georgia, 
disrupting communications, train load after train load of Southwest 
Georgia provisions went as far north as the Army of Virginia. Besides, 
the ever increasing numbers of Federal prisoners at Andersonville were 
fed from this territory. At one time 33,000 prisoners were maintained, 
and they were always fed as wholesome food in an abundant quantity 
as the Confederate soldier received, and with much more regularity. 

Captain Davis was promoted to Major just before the close of the 
war. In addition to the tithe exacted by the government of all 
production, the department employed vast sums of money in this 
region purchasing army supplies. It became necessary often for men in 
charge to use their own funds in financing the situation, awaiting 
remittances from the government. In the family of Mr. Davis is a due 
bill from Major Allen, of Columbus, Ga., at the time the ranking officer 
in this department, for many thousands of dollars worth of supplies and 
money due Mr. Davis by the government. At the close of the war, Col. 
Leonidas Jordan, a rich planter of Dougherty and Lee Counties, had 
stored in the large ante-bellum warehouses of Albany 2,500 bales of 
cotton, accumulated during the war. The Federal authorities seized this 
cotton, and Captain Davis was employed to secure its release. After a 
most tactful visit to General Howard's headquarters in Augusta, 
Captain Davis, through diplomacy, secured its release and sold the 
cotton. The fee for this service was not large, but was the first 
greenbacks that came into his possession. With 
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this he began financial operations that brought marvelous results. 

After the war Captain Davis, whose tastes qualified him so 
splendidly for the social amenities of life, devoted his energies and 
activities to the rehabilitation of his own and his country's fortunes. 
Though often by political friends importuned to offer for Congress, he 
resisted every temptation to enter politics. He declined all overtures 
except the honor of representing Dougherty County in the 
Constitutional Convention of 1887, in which body his capability 
exerted a rich influence. 

In 1872 the Central of Georgia Railway Co., of which Captain 
Davis was the local counsel, importuned him to take charge of its 
transportation and banking interests in this city and section. He yielded 
to the company's overtures and represented this interest loyally and 
efficiently until 1886, when he organized the First National Bank of 
Albany, becoming its president. 

The financial history of this city and section owes much to the 
influence of his perfect practices and wise precepts. His bank was 
always regarded as the financial Gibraltar of this section, and 
contributed loyally to its development. When the Georgia Bankers 
Association was organized in 1891, Captain Davis was honored by 
being elected to the chairmanship of their executive council, which 
office he held for many years. 
 He was greatly esteemed by the financiers of the state and was 
known as the "Nestor of Georgia Bankers." 

In 1899 his wife died, and while the eight children born of this 
union were the comfort of his old age, her place was never filled. 

He soon retired from active business and devoted himself to those 
intellectual pursuits in which he found genuine gratification. 

Always of a strong religious temperament, he early in life became 
a member of the Baptist Church, and there was never a more earnest 
devoted Christian. In his last years he de-
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voted much of his time to the interests of the Albany Baptist Church, 
of which he was a consistent member. 

In April, 1905, Captain Davis, though apparently of robust 
physique, developed heart trouble, which in a few days resulted in his 
death. 

 
He illustrated in his splendid career all the estimable qualities of a 

loving husband, devoted father and generous friend. 

 
MRS. JOHN JACKSON 
 

Adelaide Eloise Stovall Jackson was born June 19, 1826, in 
Milledgeville, Ga. Her parents, Joseph Stovall and Mary Pleasant 
Bonner, were Virginians of Colonial and Revolutionary ancestry. On 
the paternal side she is descended from Mark Anthony, who, although 
born in Holland, was a descendant of one of the oldest patrician 
families of Rome, the same family of which the famous Roman 
general, Marcus Antonius, was a member. 
 

Mrs. Jackson attended Wesleyan College while Dr. Hillyer was 
president, and on November 1, 1842, Dr. Hillyer solemnized her 
marriage to John Jackson, then a prominent citizen of Albany. 

 
Seven children were born to them-Joseph, John, Camilla, Mary, 

Rosanna, Antoinette and Asenath. 
 
Having a wonderful memory, Mrs. Jackson was an authority on all 

matters of history and genealogy connected with 

Albany and vicinity, where she had lived for seventy-three years. 
She was a consistent member of the Baptist Church. 

 She died January 21, 1915, leaving four children, twenty- 
 three grandchildren, thirty-five great-grandchildren and the entire 
community to mourn her death. Her life of eighty nine years was an 
inspiration, her memory a blessing. 
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JOHN JACKSON 

 
John Jackson, one of the pioneers of Albany, was the son  

of John Jackson and Asenath Moore, and was born near the boundary 
line of Pennsylvania and Virginia on May 18, 1806. His grandfather, 
Phillip Jackson, was from Ireland; and his grandmother, Rosanna 
Murphy, from Wales. His father was born in Washington County, 
Penn., in 1780, and lived in that  state until near the close of the War of 
1812, in which he took part in defense of his country's rights; then he 
moved to Wayne County, Ohio, which was then a wilderness. He was 
one of the first men that settled in that part of the country, and the 
township in which he settled was called after his name, Jackson. It was 
here that John Jackson, the subject of our sketch, spent his boyhood. 

As an illustration of the fearlessness of the men, women and 
children of those days of hostile Indians, when John Jackson was only 
six years of age his mother put him on horseback and sent him two 
miles to get wool to card for a suit of clothes for his father, who was at 
the front. As Indian boys were his daily playmates, he had no fear for 
the hatred of the Red Man for the son of a Paleface. Although too 
young to fight in the War of 1812, yet he served his country by helping 
his mother "keep the home fires burning"-no small task in the pioneer 
days of America. 

The Indians would bring dried venison, cranberries, etc., to sell to 
the white families, and, as they were a friendly tribe, they always gave 
warning of their approach, in order not to frighten the women and 
children. 

The schoolmasters in those days must have been very thorough in 
their work, as John Jackson acquired a good education which was 
augmented by a fondness for reading. and travel. 

When eighteen years of age, imbued with the same spirit of 
adventure which brought his grandparents to the shores 
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of America: he decided to "blaze a trail" through the wilderness of life, 
and leaving his father's home, he journeyed forth to seek his fortune in 
the Golden West. He arrived in St. Louis and applied for a position as 
teacher in one of the schools. General Dent, one of the school 
commissioners, looked at him, and said: "Young man, you look very 
young for such a position." John Jackson replied: "If I do not give 
satisfaction, you need not pay me." He not only gave satisfaction, but 
gained the love and friendship of General Dent and his family, with 
whom he boarded. He was very fond of General Dent's little daughter, 
whom he often held on his knee, and had he been endowed with 
prophetic vision and been able to draw aside the curtain which veils the 
future, he would have beheld in little Julia Dent the "First Lady of the 
Land" -the wife of General Grant, President of the United States. 
 

After several years spent in St. Louis, John Jackson accepted a 
more remunerative position in New Orleans. While in the "Creole 
City" he lived with a French family, from whom he acquired an 
excellent knowledge of their language. 
From New Orleans he went to Blackville, S. C., and while residing in 
that town he enlisted under General Brisbane in 1835, and served in 
the Indian War in Florida. One of the incidents indelibly impressed on 
his memory was the following: While he and several of his fellow 
soldiers were digging a grave for a comrade who had fallen in battle, 
one of the grave-diggers fell dead into the grave, having been 
"picked off" by an Indian in ambush. For John Jackson's services in 
the Florida and Indian War, the government gave him a grant of land, 
on or near the St. John's river. 
 

In 1838 he left Blackville, S. C., and turned his face toward "God's 
Country"-Southwest Georgia, coming to Albany two years after it was 
founded by Col. Nelson Tift. He engaged in a mercantile and 
warehouse business and fortune smiled in recognition of his efforts. He 
took pride in his rec- 
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ord that "his word was his bond." He was a Jackson Democrat not only 
from principle, but from kinship, as he .and Andrew Jackson were 
related. 

Shortly after the death of Andrew Jackson's wife, John Jackson 
called at the "Hermitage," near Nashville, Tenn., and the President 
carried him out to "Rachel's grave," where he witnessed a grief which 
shook the stalwart frame of the fearless soldier and brilliant statesman, 
who had been dealt the deepest wound which could have been given 
him, and one which never healed-the loss of his idolized wife. 

 
When Albany was in its infancy, John Jackson was elected judge 

of the Inferior Court, from which he obtained the title by which 
afterward he was known. 

On November 1, 1842, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Adelaide Eloise Stovall, of Milledgeville, whose parents, Joseph 
Stovall and Mary Pleasant Bonner Stovall came to Georgia from 
Virginia. Seven children were born to them: Joseph, 
John, Camilla, Mary, Rosanna, Antoinette and Asenath. Five reached 
maturity. Joseph Jackson moved to Tennessee, and the four daughters 
still reside in Albany-Mrs. Mary J. Armstrong, Mrs. Rosa J. Hilsman, 
Mrs. Antoinette J. deGraffenried and Mrs. Cena J. Whitehead. 

Until forced by the enfeebling touch of old age to retire from the 
active pursuits of life, Judge Jackson was identified with the business 
interests of Albany, and was prominent in the material affairs of this 
city. 

 
He was a man of decided character, and yet he was as gentle as a 

woman in manner, and possessed a genial disposition which made him 
a social favorite. He was a good citizen, a true man and a kind and 
indulgent husband and father. To the colored race he was kind and 
generous, and during the last years of his life, when unable to leave his 
home, his exslaves proved their devotion by frequently coming to see 
and inquire about "Old Master." 
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On March 27, 1893, in his 87th year, he entered into rest. His 
greatest eulogy- was the love borne him while living, and the sorrow 
which followed his death. . 

 
NELSON TIFT 

 Nelson Tift, founder of the city of Albany and for many years 
prominent in Georgia affairs, was a son of Amos and Hannah Tift, and 
was born at Groton, Conn., July 23, 1810.  At the age of sixteen years 
he left home and went to Charleston, S. C., where he engaged in 
mercantile pursuits until 1835, when he located in Southwest Georgia. 
At that time he was but twenty-five years old, but with a foresight 
worthy of a man of more mature years he saw the possibilities of that 
section of the state and became the founder of Albany, to the 
advancement and prosperity of which city he devoted the energy and 
enthusiasm of youth combined with the wisdom and judgment of age. 
Soon after settling at Albany he married Miss Annie Maria Mercer, a 
niece of the noted Baptist minister, Jesse Mercer. To this union were 
born two sons and five daughters, viz.: Nelson F., James M., Annie Tift 
Rawson, Annie Tift Nelson, Isabel Tift Mitchell, Clara Tift Woolfolk, 
and Irene Tift Mann. All lived to maturity, married and their 
descendants still live to perpetuate the name and memory of Albany's 
originator and architect. About 1844 Mr. Tift established the Patriot, a 
weekly newspaper, which attained much prominence and wielded a 
large influence in public and industrial affairs. 
 

During the '50's he held successfully the offices of justice of the 
peace and judge of the Inferior Court, and was appointed colonel of 
militia for the district. When the Civil War broke out Mr. Tift virtually 
gave up his private business interests and devoted his energies to 
furthering the cause of the Confederacy. About this time he was joined 
by his brother, Asa F. Tift, who came to Albany as a refugee from his 
home at Key West, Fla., and together they established a large beef 
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and pork packing house at Albany, from which large quantities of 
provisions were issued for the use of the Confederate States Navy. 

Subsequently they erected a large cracker or "hard tack" factory, a 
grist mill and a barrel factory, the products of which were turned over 
to the Confederate government for the use of the soldiers and sailors 
who were fighting the battles of the South. In 1863 the two brothers, 
under the approval and by the direction of the Secretary of the 
Confederate States Navy, S. R. Mallory, began the construction of the 
racer "Mississippi" 
at New Orleans. The vessel was built on novel lines, entirely the 
conception of Mr. Tift, and was pronounced by the best experts of the 
Navy Department to be the most formidable gunboat in the navy of 
either government, while many did not hesitate to assert that it alone 
would have been sufficient successfully to defend the city of New 
Orleans. 
 

Unfortunately the vessel was never given an opportunity to test its 
efficiency, for when it was almost completed Admiral Farragut ran 
past the forts and captured the city. The "Mississippi" was burned 
by its builders to prevent its falling into the hands of the Federal 
fleet. They then went to Savannah, where, at the request of 
Secretary Mallory, they transformed a merchant vessel into a 
gunboat called the "Atlanta." The vessel was run aground on its 
first trip and destroyed to keep it from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. All the work of the two brothers for the Confederate cause 
was done without compensation, an indisputable evidence of their 
loyalty. 

 After the war Nelson Tift entered with characteristic zeal and 
energy into the work of ridding his state of "carpet-bag" rule. He was 
one of the first Southern Democrats to be elected to Congress. His 
untiring and persistent efforts in behalf of his constituents did much 
toward alleviating the oppression of the Reconstruction era. He was 
again elected to Congress in 1870, but his seat was contested by R. H. 
Whitely, who was finally 
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given the seat, though it was evident that Mr. Tift was the rightful 
choice of the people of his district. He then turned his attention to the 
construction of railroads, projecting and carrying to completion no less 
than four distinct lines. His interest in the city of Albany was 
proverbial. Full of confidence in its future, he never hesitated to spend 
his money in advancing its interests, and today the city owes much to 
his patriotic and well-timed efforts. His last public service of any con-
sequence was as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1877, 
in which his sound judgment and wide experience wielded a potent 
influence in the formation of Georgia's organic law. 

His characteristics were an indomitable will that was seldom 
frustrated, an untiring energy that overcame all obstacles, a foresight 
that was almost phenomenal, a temper that was always well controlled, 
a courage that nothing could daunt, an integrity that was 
unimpeachable, a kind, sympathetic nature, and a smile which the 
immortal Henry Grady said .was irresistible. 

 
His death occurred iil Albany on Nov. 21, 1891, at the age of 

eighty-two years. Tift County, created in August, 1905, was named in 
his honor. 

 
ROBERT HARDWICK WARREN 

 Robert Hardwick Warren, son of L. P. D. and Louisa (Webb) 
Warren, was born in Albany in 1861. His education was begun in the 
Albany schools and finished at the University of Georgia. Mr. Warren 
has always taken a keen interest in educational affairs, and in 1906 he 
was made county school commissioner, which position he held for ten 
years. 

For twelve years Mr. Warren was secretary of the Equitable 
Building and Loan Association, and successfully closed the business of 
that organization in 1806. In 1905 he became secretary of the Albany 
Trust Company of Georgia, one of the leading financial institutions of 
this section. In 1921 he 
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Severed his connection with this business and opened a general insurance 
and loan business, in which he and his son R. H. Warren, Jr., are 
successfully engaged. 

Mr. Warren is an ardent book-lover and was one of the founders of the 
Book Club, out of which grew the Albany Library Association, which 
was absorbed by the Carnegie Library. These activities, combined with 
his loyal devotion to Chautauqua and his long service as chairman of 
the Park and Tree Commission, have identified him as a leading factor 
in the cultural and civic growth of Albany. He served two terms as a 
member of the City Council. 

In January, 1895, he married Miss Emma Muse of Atlanta. Two 
children were born to them: Robert Hardwick, Jr., and Sarah Howard. 

 
T. M. TICKNOR 
 

Thomas Michelle Ticknor was born in Columbus, Ga., May 21, 1862. 
He is a son of Georgia's distinguished poet and physician, Dr. Francis Orray 
Ticknor, and -Rosalie Nelson Ticknor. 
(Another son of this couple is William Nelson Ticknor, also a prominent 
esident of Albany.) r 

 
Mr. Ticknor came to Albany in 1879 from Columbus and entered the  
employ of N. & A. F. Tift & Co., with whom he remained nine years, or 
until the Commercial Bank was organized. He was cashier of this institution 
eleven years, and at the end of that period organized the Albany Machinery 
Company, of which he was general manager for a number of years. He is at 
this time one of the leading real estate dealers of Albany. 

Mr. Ticknor's chief claim to distinction rests in the fact that with one or 
two short intervals he served as treasurer of Albany for twenty-two 
years. No more striking illustration of the growth of the city can be 
given than a comparison of Mr. Ticknor's first report as treasurer in 
1885 with his report 
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of 1906. The first report showed a total of $25,859.50, while the last 
report showed $113,769.95. Street taxes in 1885 were $312.00, while 
in 1906 they were $2,189.95. 

Mr. Ticknor has been twice married, first on December 29, 1886, 
to Miss May Cutliff, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John M. Cutliff. They 
had one child, Michelle Cutliff Ticknor, now Mrs. Merriwether 
Furlow, who has a daughter, Michelle, and son, Merriwether. His 
wife's death occurred April 5, 1890. 
Mr. Ticknor married the second time Miss Lucy Dillingham, of 
Columbus, Ga., on Nov. 27, 1895. 
 

R. L. JONES 
Robert Lee Jones, son of Edwin T. and Agnes Rust Jones, was 

born in Albany in 1867. His education was received in Albany's 
excellent private schools, and before he was out of his teens he had 
taken up the business which was to be the vocation of his life, 
merchandising. He began his career by clerking for the late J. 
Hofmayer, whom he succeeded when Mr. Hofmayer moved to 
Baltimore, and with whom he became a partner when Mr. Hofmayer 
returned to Albany in 1890. In 1905 R. L. Jones & Co. (now R. L. 
Jones Co.) succeeded the firm of Hofmayer, Jones & Co. 

Not only is Mr. Jones one of Albany's leading business men, but he 
served the city as councilman for over 25 years. It was due to his 
influence that Albany's first High School was erected and the parking 
of the streets was undertaken. 
 In every municipal enterprise he is ever an interested and generous 
supporter. 

On Dec. 19, 1888, Mr. Jones married Miss Nannie Davis, daughter 
of Captain John A. Davis. Two children were born to them, Agnes 
Jones Muse and Myriam Jones Doggett. 

 
 W. W. PACE 
 William Wilkinson Pace, son of Davis and Mrs. Julia Wilkinson 
(Coley) Pace, was born April 26, 1860, and has spent his life in 
Albany. Receiving his education from the local 
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schools, he was further fitted for the business life he was destined to 
follow by attending Bruce Business College, Atlanta, Ga. 
 

Early in his business career he became associated with N. J. Cruger 
under the firm name of Cruger & Pace, who were brick manufacturers 
and dealers in lumber and building supplies. This firm became large 
owners of real estate, consisting of stores, dwelling houses and the St. 
Nicholas Hotel. 

Mr. Pace was elected councilman in 1893 and served one term. 
Before the death of Mr. Cruger the firm dissolved partnership, 

dividing the assets, and Mr. Pace has continued in various successful 
business pursuits, ranking as one of the most conservative and public 
spirited business men in Albany. 

On Oct. 12, 1892, he married Miss Mary Davis, of Houston 
County, Ga., and to this union were born W. W. Pace, Jr., Mrs. Julia 
Pace Burt, Mary and Cantey. 

 
CHARLES MERCER SHACKELFORD 
 

Charles Mercer Shackelford came to Albany from Gordon County, 
Ga., when he was one year old and this has been his home ever since. 
When he was eighteen years old he entered the mercantile business, 
and since the year 1879 has been a successful merchant, both wholesale 
and retail. He has never aspired to political office, but has devoted 
himself to his business interests, in the management of which he has 
met with no mean success. 

He is a director in the Exchange Bank, a large real estate owner, 
and one of the most successful promoters of the cantaloupe and 
 watermelon industry in Southwest Georgia. 
 On Oct. 1, 1890, he married Miss Mary Livezey, of Germantown, 
Penn., and to them were born five children: David Livezey, Elizabeth S. 
Leader, Charles Mercer, Jr., Hugh William, and Francis. 



192 HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
 

ALEXANDER POPE VASON 

A. P. Vason, a son of Judge David A. Vason, is a native Albanian 
and has, since manhood, been prominently identified with the city's 
growth. He spent three years at the State University at Athens, and 
chose agriculture as his life work.  In this he has been highly 
successful. . 

 He was one of the organizers of the Albany Warehouse 
Co., and is now its president; is president of the Albany Trust Co. of 
Georgia and served several terms as a member of the City Council. He 
is. a member of the State Agricultural Society, and always attends the 
annual meetings when it is possible for him to do so. 

Mr. Vason married Oct. 28, 1880, Miss Emma Hilsman, and to 
them were born three children, Mrs. Ella Rust (Vason) Booker, Mrs. 
Nella (Vason) Jones and Edward Vason. Mrs. Vason died July 8, 1903. 
He married the second time, Aug. 23, 1914, Mrs. Katie Yancey Wight. 

JUDGE DAVID A. VASON 
Judge David A. Vason was born in Morgan County, Ga., February 

13, 1818. A number of years before the Civil War he moved to 
Dougherty County, where he engaged in farming and the practice of 
law. 

Judge Vason was a graduate of the University of Georgia and was 
for many years prior to his death a member of the Board of Trustees of 
this institution  He early developed marked ability as a lawyer, and in 
recognition of this fact he was appointed by Gov. Charles J. Jenkins, 
soon after the close of the war, Judge of the Southwestern Judicial 
Circuit, which office he graced for many years. 

.He was one of the most prominent members of the First Baptist 
Church and a man highly honored and esteemed by his fellow citizens. 
Judge Vason was thrice married. He first married Miss Cordelia Pope, 
by whom he had two children, Fannie Will and W. I. second, Miss 
Mary Indiana Pope. Their children were Alexander Pope, Callie, Henry 
and Mrs. Dolly May (Vason) Fullenwider; third, Miss Sarah Ficklin. 
Judge Vason died in 1891. 
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Judge David A. Vason was born in Morgan County, Ga., February 

13, 1818. A number of years before the Civil War he moved to 
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this institution.  He early developed marked ability as a lawyer, and in 
recognition of this fact he was appointed by Gov. Charles J. Jenkins, 
soon after the close of the war, Judge of the Southwestern Judicial 
Circuit, which office he graced for many years. 

.He was one of the most prominent members of the First Baptist 
Church and a man highly honored and esteemed by his fellow citizens. 
Judge Vason was thrice married. He first married Miss Cordelia Pope, 
by whom he had two children, Fannie Will and W. I. second, Miss 
Mary Indiana Pope. Their children were Alexander Pope, Callie, Henry 
and Mrs. Dolly May (Vason) Fullenwider; third, Miss Sarah Ficklin. 
Judge Vason died in 1891. 

 
J. R. deGRAFFENRIED 
 

J. R. deGraffenried is a native of Albany and has spent here all of 
his life, with the exception of a period of ten years, from 1873 to 1880, 
when he resided in Atlanta. For ten years, from 1885 until 1895, he 
was in the drug business in Albany. 

For the past twenty-five years Mr. deGraffenried has been justice 
of the peace in Dougherty County, and for over eight years he served 
the city of Albany in dual capacity of Sanitary Inspector and 
Superintendent of Streets. From 1918 through 1901 he was Clerk of 
the City Council. On June 9, 
1887, he married Miss Antoinette Jackson, and three children were 
born to them, Robert, Mrs. Carr deG. Rauschenberg, and Stovall. 
 

R. P. HALL 
Robert Pleasants Hall, Clerk of the Superior Court of Dougherty 

County, is a native of Knoxville, Crawford County, Ga.,  
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Judge Vason was thrice married. He first married Miss Cordelia Pope, 
by whom he had two children, Fannie Will and W. I. second, Miss 
Mary Indiana Pope. Their children were Alexander Pope, Callie, Henry 
and Mrs. Dolly May (Vason) Fullenwider; third, Miss Sarah Ficklin. 
Judge Vason died in 1891 where he was born in 1856. His boyhood 
and young man 
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hood were spent in Macon, where he received his education. His 
father, the late Judge Samuel Hall, was one of the most prominent 
lawyers in Georgia, and served with distinction on the Supreme bench. 
Mr. Hall engaged in a number of successful business ventures prior to 
Jan. 1, 1897, when he assumed the duties of Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Dougherty County, which office he holds today. 
 

JAMES A. JOHNSON 
 

James A. Johnson was born in Dooly County, Ga., Nov. 5, 1850. 
He was a lifelong citizen of Dougherty County and a resident of 
Albany for forty-two years. Before he attained his majority he began 
farming for himself on a small scale, and success attended his diligent 
application to his calling. Later, he became the owner of several large 
plantations, and still later in life he acquired substantial interests in 
Albany to which he gave much of his attention. He was a director of 
the Albany Exchange National Bank and interested in other local 
concerns. He was a senior member of the well known firm of 
J.ohnson-Brown Co. Mr. Johnson was a liberal supporter of religious 
and charitable institutions. For many years he was a steward of the 
First Methodist church. He was a trustee of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, and a generous contributor to that institution. 

On Nov. 18, 1880, Mr. Johnson married Miss Mary Eliza Mercer, 
who died July 3, 1919. Mr. Johnson died Aug. 23, 1922. They are 
survived by three children- Mrs. C. R. Gleaton, Charles W. Johnson 
and Joseph A. Johnson. 
 

 CAPTAIN R. N. WESTBROOK 
 

Captain Richard N. Westbrook was born in Houston County, Ga., 
in 1846, and entered the Confederate Army before he was 15 years 
old. He was a lieutenant when the war ended, and shortly thereafter he 
came to Albany to live. He engaged in the mercantile business till 
1877, and in 1878 was elected marshal of Albany. 
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In the years that followed he was a power in the politics of the city 
and county, and no man ever had more loyal friends. Time and again 
he was elected marshal, and was also chief of police when that office 
was created. He served as head of the police department for more than 
30 years, and during all that time never found it necessary to kill a 
man, nor was he himself ever seriously hurt in the performance of his 
duty. He was always a friend of the man in trouble. 

Early in life he married Miss Elizabeth Cruger, daughter of 
Nicholas Cruger, a wealthy planter of Dougherty, and their children 
were Cruger Westbrook, Alatia Westbrook Tift, and W. Parker 
Westbrook, only the two sons and grandson, Richard Tift, surviving 
their parents. Mrs. Westbrook died many years ago, while Mr. 
Westbrook passed away April 20, 1922. 
 

JOHN RANDOLPH WHITEHEAD 
 

Dougherty County has never had a more loyal citizen than John 
Randolph Whitehead, the son of John Randolph Whitehead and Sarah 
Conolly, and great grandson of Bridadier General John Berrien, of 
Revolutionary fame. 

Born at Bath, Richmond County, Ga., May 31, 1856, his boyhood 
was spent in Bath and Burke County until, at the age of twelve years, 
he was sent to school in New Jersey, where he remained for three 
years. 

His father served as Major in the Confederate Army and at the 
close of the war moved from Burke County to Macon, Ga., where John 
Whitehead, after leaving school, was employed in a cotton office, 
where he gained the first knowledge of a business which was in later 
years his stepping-stone to success. For ten years he was in the 
fertilizer business in Savannah. 

Feb. 10, 1886, he married Miss Asenath Jackson, and to this union 
were born two children, Cena J. Whitehead and John Randolph 
Whitehead. He moved from Savannah to Albany in 1887, taking 
charge of the Campbell cotton compress, one of the first built in this 
section. 
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In 1890 Mr. Whitehead and Mr. Eldred Simkins organized the 
Georgia Cotton Company, which grew into one of the largest buying 
and exporting firms in Georgia. 

On the death of Mr. Simkins, Mr. S. B. Brown became a member 
of the firm; Mr. Whitehead was vice-president and general manager of 
the Georgia Cotton Co. until claimed by death. 
 John R. Whitehead was closely identified with Albany interests. He 
served on the City Council for many years, was chairman of the Board 
of Commissioners of Roads and Revenues of Dougherty County, a 
member of the Board of Commissioners of Waterworks and Electric 
Lights of Albany, Vice President of the Albany Trust Company, and a 
director of the Exchange Bank and Albany National Bank. He was one 
of the promoters of "good roads" in Southwest Georgia. No man 
claimed stauncher friends than John R. Whitehead. He was invariably 
loyal to his friends, which was reciprocated by loyalty and devotion to 
him under all circumstances. To the employees in the various enterprises 
with which he was identified, he was ever kind and thoughtful. 

He was a friend to the colored people, who expressed their 
appreciation in a beautiful little tribute to his memory. Every worthy 
cause in church, civic or social enterprises found in him a hearty 
champion, and many a worthy charity knew his generosity, without 
ever seeing the hand that bestowed it. 

During his boyhood the influence of the Presbyterian faith was felt, 
but in later years he attended the Episcopal church, of which his wife 
and children were members. 

Although he had not been very well for a year, yet death came with 
appalling suddenness, and on Feb. 24, 1909, in the mature prime of 
life, John Randolph Whitehead passed into the Great Beyond. As a 
tribute of respect, the business houses closed during the hour of the 
funeral. In Oakview Cemetery, a shaft of Georgia granite marks the 
last resting place of this true Georgian. 
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MAJOR B. F. BRIMBERRY 
Major B. F. Brimberry came in 1860 from Walton County, where 

he was born and reared, to teach a select school seven miles south of 
Albany, having graduated at Irving College, Tenn., in 1857. March 1, 
1862, he enlisted in Company C, Second Georgia Cavalry, and in 1863 
was made major and quartermaster of hospitals, serving until the 
surrender. 

After the war he lived twenty years in Mitchell County. He was 
elected collector of internal revenue for Southwest Georgia, serving 
two years.  

In 1886 he was appointed by General Longstreet United States 
Marshal, Southern District of Georgia, with headquarters at Savannah, 
resigning after eight months. He was special agent of cotton mills until 
1889, when he was appointed postmaster at Albany, which office Ihe 
held until 1894. He was again appointed postmaster in 1889, and 
continued in office until December, 1902. 

Major Brimberry is a prominent member of Camp William 
Slaughter and an -enthusiastic secret order man. 

On Sept. 27, 1860, he married Mrs. Juliette Todd (nee Hodges), 
and they have three children living, Mrs. J. B. Bussey, of Cuthbert, 
Ga., Mrs. Susie S. Ellerbee, of Shellman, Ga., and Mrs. W. E. Rowsey, 
of Albany. 

On Sept. 27, 1922, Major and Mrs. Brimberry celebrated their 
sixty-second wedding anniversary, which was a rare incident in the 
history of Albany and ,one in which countless friends felt a deep 
interest. 

 
MRS. W. L. DAVIS 
 

Mrs. William L. Davis, one of Albany's most intellectual and 
accomplished matrons, is a daughter of the late Capt. William E. 
Smith and Caroline Williams Smith. The foundation of her education 
was laid at Mrs. A. Sterne's school. Later she was a student at 
Wesleyan College, Macon, and Lucy Cobb Institute, Athens, 
graduating from the latter school. 
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In June, 1889, she was married to Dr. William L. Davis. They have 
three children, Mrs. Angeline Davis Lanier, Edwina, and W. L.,  Jr. 

Mrs. Davis has been active and prominent both in the city's public 
and social life for years. She organized and fostered an Associated 
Charity Board when Albany was a small town. Another philanthropic 
organization of which she was founder was a society for the education 
of worthy girls, the scholarships being given to G. N. I. C., 
Milledgeville. Mrs. Davis later served as chairman of this organization 
for several years. She was an organizer of the Ladies Hospital 
Association and was its treasurer for five years. 

Among the honors conferred upon Mrs. Davis was her election to 
the presidency of the Albany Womans’ Club, an office she held 
creditably for two years. Since the expiration of her office as president 
she has been one of the most active members of the club, fully alive to 
all its interests and contributing in her capable way to the advancement 
of all movements for civic betterment and intellectual growth. 

Mrs. Davis was chairman of the Women's Department of the 
Council for National Defense for Dougherty County during the World 
War. 

At present she is an active member of the C. L. S. C., Board of 
Trustees of Carnegie Free Library, U. D. C., D. A. R., and president of 
the Woman's Missionary Society of the First Baptist Church. 

Her fine intellectual ability and steadfast principles exercise an 
influence for great good in the community. 
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THE JEW IN ALBANY 
 

It has been wisely observed that "history is a collection of 
biographies." It is certainly true that history does not exist apart. from 
the individuals who make history. With this thought in mind, the writer 
of this article believes that the value thereof must lie largely in an 
enumeration of the men and women whose activities have contributed 
in various lines of human endeavor to the making of Albany's history. 

In the year 1845, less that a decade after the founding of Albany, 
Marx Smith makes his appearance upon the scene, and with his arrival, 
I the history of the Jew in Albany may properly be said to begin. He 
was followed shortly afterwards by Jacob Grass and Julius 
Breitenbach. These three gentlemen, with their families, formed the 
nucleus of the Jewish community. 

In accordance with an old established Jewish custom, divine 
services were held before there was any organized congregational life, 
as soon, indeed, as ten male members could be brought together. It is 
on record that religious services were held as early as 1857 in 'the 
home of Marx Smith, in the residence on Pine street now occupied by 
his son-in-law, Siegmund Sterne. Services were likewise occasionally 
held in the home of Mr. Grass and Mr. Breitenbach, the former 
conducting them. 

Mrs. Caroline Smith, the wife of Marx Smith, was a woman of 
beautiful character, genuine piety, and spiritual incentive, a true 
"mother in Israel." She organized the first Jewish Sabbath School in 
1871, and until 1876 the place of assembly was her home. In 1878, her 
daughter, Mrs. Henrietta Sterne, formally turned over the Sabbath 
School to the Congregation, 
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being retained, however, by that body as superintendent thereof. She 
was succeeded in her office at a later period by Miss Emma Greenfield, 
who in turn had as her successor, Mrs. Siegmund Sterne, the younger 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Marx Smith. Shortly after the arrival of 
Rabbi E. A. Landau, Mrs. Sterne resigned in his favor. 

Although the Jewish Congregation of Albany was not regularly 
chartered until 1876, religious life in the community was in the 
meanwhile continually fostered and was not permitted to remain 
dormant and inactive. Services were held later on in the Mayer 
building, on the southwest corner of Broad and Washington streets, and 
still later in the Welch building on the northwest corner of the same 
streets. 

The roster of the charter members of the Congregation after its 
incorporation shows the following names: Louis Arnheim, Walter 
Breitenbach, G. Bogen, B. Brown, S. B. Brown, Sam Casper, S. Cohn, 
Emil Crine, L. J. Crine, Joseph Ehrlich, Adolph iFleisher, Sam Farkas, 
Louis Geiger, B. Golinsky, M. D. Gortatowsky, D. Glauber, D. 
Greenfield, Jonas Hofmayer, C. Calvarinsky, 1. Kieve, Charles Liebler, 
Jacob Lorch, Morris Mayer, Sam Mayer, D. Neuman, Charles Plonsky, 
L. C. Plonsky, L. S. Plonsky, S. Reich, David Robinson, Richard 
Robinson, H. Rosenstein, M. Rosenthal, Leopold Salinger, Marx 
Smith, Ansel Sterne, Levi Sterne, Siegmund Sterne, Max Ullman, 
Julius Vossen, Charles Wessolowsky.   

 

From the 'time of the arrival of Marx Smith to the organization of the 
Congregation, a period of thirty years had elapsed, during which time 
many Jews had come and gone, and of whom no record is now 
obtainable. It is interesting to note that of the charter members, one-fifth 
were Civil War veterans. Others there were who also saw service in that 
war, but who had left Albany before the Congregation came into 
corporate existence. 

The first officers of the Congregation were Sam Mayer, president; 
Jonas Hofmayer, vice-president; B. Brown, treasurer            
 
 
 
 
 
 
2004- All Rights Reserved - Electronic Version "GAD" 
Permission is Not Granted for this document to be placed on any other
server or website!  Digital Copyright Laws apply.  


