
HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
 

201 
 
urer; S. B. Brown, secretary; C. Wessolowsky, D. Glauber and M. D. 
Gortatowsky, trustees; G. Bogen, sexton. 

The first house of worship erected by the Congregation was built 
in 1882, on a portion of the lot where the government building now 
stands. This synagogue was erected under the presidency, and largely 
through the personal efforts of Jacob Lorch. The corner stone of the 
present Temple on the corner of Jefferson 'and Commerce streets, one 
of the handsomest religious edifices in Southwest Georgia, was laid 
with Masonic ceremonies in the year 1896. To the late S. B. Brown, 
president at the time and for many years after, must be given the 
greatest share of credit for its successful completion. 

The Congregation has been served by the following presidents: 
Sam Mayer, 1876-'79; Jonas Hofmayer, 1879; Marx Smith, 1879-'80; 
Jacob Lorch, 1880-'84; Ansel Sterne, 1884-'86; Bernard Brown, 1886-
'89; Charles Wessolowsky, 1889-'94; Samuel B. Brown, 1894-1922; 
Joseph Ehrlich, 1922. 

The following ministers have served the Congregation: Rabbi A. 
Meyer, 1885-'86; Rabbi Burghheim, 1888-'89; Rabbi A. Traugott, 
1889-'90; Rabbi F. W. Jesselson, 1897-'98; and Rabbi Edmund A. 
Landau, the present minister, who is in the midst of his twenty-fourth 
consecutive year as the spiritual head of the Congregation. In point of 
service, but not in years, he is Albany's oldest clergyman. During the 
years when there was no resident minister, services were conducted 
weekly at times, and always on the holy days, by Charles 
Wessolowsky most frequently, and occasionally by Charles Liebler 
and Joseph Ehrlich. 

The Congregation has at present (1922) the ,following officers: 
President, Joseph Ehrlich; vice-president, Louis J. Hofmayer; 
secretary, Henry Gortatowsky; treasurer, B. W. Simon; sexton, S. 
Blattner; trustees, Joseph Ehrlich, L. J. Hof 
Mayer, Leonard Farkas, H. Gortatowsky, B. W. Simon, J. Rosenberg, 
and J. W. Kieve. There are three organizations amongst the Jewish 
women of the Congregation. The oldest 
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is the Ladies Benevolent Society, organized in 1878. It is a society 
both charitable and social in its scope. While its charity is given 
primarily to institutions and people of its own faith, not infrequently it 
broadens its field of usefulness to render aid to worthy local needs 
outside of the faith, as well as to suffering humanity in general. Its 
present officers are Mrs. S. Reich, president; Mrs. Emma Menko, vice-
president; Mrs. J. W. Kieve, secretary, .and Mrs. B. W. Simon, 
treasurer. Its meetings are held monthly at the residences of the various 
members in turn. 
 

The Ladies' Aid Society was organized in 1895 as an auxiliary to 
the Congregation. In 1917 its name was changed to the Temple 
Sisterhood, and it became affiliated with the N ational Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods. As its name implies, the work of the society is 
confined to the welfare of the Congregation, in behalf of which its 
usefulness is directed along many lines of activity. Its present officers 
are Mrs. L. S. Plonsky, president; Mrs. 1. J. Hofmayer, vice-president; 
Mrs. 1. Gusick, secretary; Mrs. J. Rosenberg, treasurer. Its meetings are 
held monthly at the Temple, or at the residence of the president. 

The Young Ladies' Cooperative Society was organized in 1901. It 
secured the pipe organ for the Temple, pays the organist, and has had 
the care of the organ in its charge. Mrs. David Brown has been its first 
and only president. The other officers are Miss Sarah Cassel, vice-
president; Mrs. Edwin Farkas, secretary; Mrs. J. A. Meyer, treasurer. 
Monthly meetings are held at the residence of the president. 
 

The oldest Jewish organization in Albany is the B'nai Berith 
Lodge. It antedates the incorporated Congregation; through the efforts 
of this lodge, indeed, the impetus was given for the establishment of a 
church organization. In course of time the Lodge surrendered its 
charter. In 1910, however, it was reorganized, and is at present doing 
good work. It is a benevolent order, giving little and asking much of its 
members 
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in the work of supporting philanthropic institutions and causes. Its 
present officers are S. K. Simon, president; J. W. Kieve, vice-
president; Meyer Rosenberg, monitor; Harry Prisant, assistant monitor; 
Moses Rosenberg, warden; Edward J. Davis, secretary. 

Contrary to general belief, the Jewish community in Albany is not 
a large one, in comparison to the communicants of other congregations 
in the city. In fact, it consists of only a little more than three hundred 
souls. In proportion to its members, it has always generously 
contributed of its time, talent:;, and means to the growth of Albany 'in 
all things that have made for progress in communal life. 

In the educational life of Albany, many mothers and grandmothers 
of today remember with grateful affection Mrs. Henrietta Sterne, 
whose private school was organized in 1877, and continued until 1888, 
when she departed from the city to make her home elsewhere. This 
school, conducted on a hip:h plane from the very beginning, gave 
Albany exceptional advantages in education at its own doors, obviating 
the necessity for such training away from home. Mrs. Siegmund 
Sterne, the founder's sister, continued this well-known educational in-
stitution as a primary school until 1917, when ill health forced her 
retirement, after a long and successful career as teacher of Albany's 
girls and boys. In the death of Mrs. Henrietta Sterne in 1915, and her 
sister, Mrs. Siegmund Sterne, in 1918, many tender ties of long 
standing were severed. 

In 1900, Mr. Morris Weslosky, in memory of his mother, 
established the Johanna Wessolowsky Fund, with the gift of a thousand 
dollars, the interest thereof to be used for the purchase of school books 
for needy children. 

Mr. Joseph Ehrlich and Mr. P. J. Brown are (1922) enthusiastic 
members of both the City and County Boards of Education, and Mr. 
Ehrlich is president of the latter. Mr. I. J. Hofmayer is an active and 
unselfishly useful member of the City Board of Education. Miss Stella 
Kalmon is principal of the Broad Street Grammar School, and Miss 
Dorothea Sterne is one of the teachers therein. 
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The Georgia Chautauqua, established in 1888, has been one of 

Albany's most valuable educational assets. Mr. S. B. Brown was one 
of its founders, and served as its treasurer until his death. Un the 
executive committee of this institution are Joseph Ehrlich and P. J. 
Brown, as was likewise S. B. Brown. In this connection mention may 
well be made of Mrs. Louis Geiger, one of the most accomplished 
musicians in this part of the state, who served the Chautauqua for 
many years as assembly accompanist. 

The Carnegie Library is another institution of Albany which may 
properly be classed as educational. Since its incipiency, it has been in 
charge of Mrs. Emma Menko as its courteous and efficient librarian. 
On the Board of Trustees are Mrs. I. J. Hofmayer and Dave 
Gortatowsky, the latter being secretary and treasurer of the board. 

The Chautauqua Study Circle has been a well of educational 
inspiration to many Albanians who have been wise enough to quaff its 
living waters. Since its reorganization in 1911, it has been ably and 
successfully led by Mrs. David Brown. She is also president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary, organized December 14, 1922. 

The Parent-Teachers Association is doing valuable work in 
the educational field in our midst. Mrs. 1. J. Hofmayer is prominently 
connected with its activities. She likewise holds the office of vice-
president of the 2nd Congressional District of the Georgia Parent-
Teachers Association. 

The Boy Scout movement has properly been called an edu- , 
cational movement of distinct value. The Temple Troop, Troop No.2, 
has been in existence a little over a year. It recently won the trophy 
offered by the District Council for the first time for general efficiency 
during a stated period of time. Dave Gortatowsky is the efficient 
scoutmaster of this troop, and George Miller is the assistant 
scoutmaster. E. A. Landau is chairman of the local Court of Honor, and 
president of the District Court of Honor. 
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Pass we now to Albany's charitable and philanthropic institutions. 

The Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital is an institution of which 
Albany is justly proud, for it has proved itself a source of untold 
blessing to the community. It has been loyally supported by the Jewish 
people. Several of the rooms in the hospital have been equipped by 
their generosity. They have given likewise of their time and energies to 
its successful maintenance. E. H. Kalman has served on the Board of 
Control, and is the present treasurer. I. J. Hofmayer is a member of the 
Board, and the late S. B. Brown was its chairman. Mrs. E. H. Kalmon 
once served as secretary of the Ladies Hospital Aid, and Mrs. J. 
Rosenberg is the present treasurer. Mrs. David Brown is chairman of 
the Hilsman Memorial Operating Room. The Hospital was 
remembered in the will of S. B. Brown to the amount of five thousand 
dollars. 

While the Woman's Club may be classified under various heads, 
yet the unselfishness of its labors makes it permissible to include the 
organization under this classification. Among its presidents have been 
Mrs. David Brown and Mrs. I. J. Hofmayer. As 2nd vice-president 
from 1916-'18, Mrs. E. A. Landau was chairman of the program 
committee for two years. Mrs. Hyman Plonsky and Mrs. J. A. Meyer 
have served as treasurer of the club, the latter being the present 
incumbent of the office. 
 

The Associated Charities, in its present form, was fostered by the 
Woman's Club. It is a charitable organization that has been in 
successful operation for the past seven years, performing a necessary 
unselfish and noble work in the community. 
Mrs. David Brown and Mrs. E. H. Kalman are members of the 
executive board. Rabbi E. A. Landau has taken an active interest in this 
work from the very beginning and is still an enthusiastic member of the 
board. 

In politics and municipal affairs the Jew has also been an important 
factor. Many years ago, Louis Arnheim was a member of the State 
Legislature as representative from Dougherty 
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County. He was a lawyer and orator of marked ability. Charles 
Wessolowsky was state senator, and also held at one time the office of 
clerk of the superior court. Ansel Sterne served for a time as ordinary 
and L. Sterne was a county commissioner. Among those who have 
held the office of alderman may be mentioned David Mayer, Sam 
Mayer, A. Sterne, Charles Wessolowsky, S. B. Brown, Joseph Ehrlich, 
David Glauber, M. D. Gortatowsky, Morris Weslosky, Siegmund 
Sterne and E. H. Kalmon. Joseph Ehrlich made an unusual record in 
the council. He was a member of the body for more than thirty-three 
consecutive years, and in all that time only illness or absence from the 
city kept him from attendance at the regular meetings. For many years, 
and up till his retirement at the end of the year 1921, he was mayor pro 
tem. E. H. Kalmon, alderman since 1909, is now the dean of the coun-
cil and is also mayor pro-tem of the city. S. B. Brown was mayor of 
Albany in 1901-'02, and for many years, and until his death, an active 
member of the Electric Light and Water Commission. He was 
succeeded in this latter office by his son, P. J. Brown. Doctor Hugo 
Robinson is D9ugherty County's health officer, a position for which he 
is well fitted both by temperament and training. 
 

While it is true that a city's higher progress cannot be measured in 
commercial terms, yet it is likewise true that business is the foundation 
upon which all municipal growth must be built. In the mercantile line, 
Jews have helped to make Albany an important trading center. Many 
of the most prominent business concerns of Albany exist now only in 
memory, but in their day they were an important factor in the city's 
onward and upward march. A few of the present inhabitants of Albany 
may yet recall such once familiar names as Russak & Brother, Pulaski 
& Brother, D. & E. Rich (now Rich Brothers of Atlanta), Blum & 
Sterne, G. Bogen, D. Neuman, Mayer & Glauber, Brown & 
Wessolowsky, Charles Plonsky, David Mayer & Brother, J. Hofmayer, 
later Hofmayer & Jones, and still later Hofmayer, Jones & Co., Mayer 
& Lorch, 
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Morris Mayer, Reich & Geiger, S. W. Kahn, Morris Weslosky, of the firm 
of Wight & Weslosky, and later head of the Albany Grocery Company, 
and one of Albany's most progressive business men. He was a successful 
promoter of many and various business enterprises. He was also the 
founder and president of the Third National Bank and likewise, later on, 
president of the First National Bank. 
 

There are a few firms dating back for more than forty years that are 
still in existence, notably the S. B. Brown Co., originally A. Haussman & 
Co. in 1867, then D. Greenfield in 1869, Greenfield & Brown in 1887, and 
S. B. Brown Co. since that time. Sam Farkas established his horse and 
mule business in 1872, and the Farkas Estate still continues the name and 
business, with fifty years to its credit. For forty-seven years Joseph Ehrlich 
has been prominent in the business life of the community, and Kieve’s 
business career covers a period of forty-six years. 

Successful and prominent business men of today include among 
others, David Brown, of the Brown Guano Co., also melon grower and 
shipper; L. J. Hofmayer and M. Bluethe of the Hofmayer Dry Goods Co. 
(P. B. Hofmayer, who died in 1919, was one of the founders of this 
enterprising organization) ; J. Rosenberg, of Rosenberg Bros., department 
store; Henry Gortatowsky, of the cotton warehouse firm of A. W. :Muse & 
Co.; E. H. Kalmon, of the Albany Produce Co. and  agent for Swift & Co.; 
P. J. Brown, president of the Flint River Brick Co., and recently elected 
president of the Albany Exchange National Bank; Charles Lonsberg, of 
Lonsberg's Book and Music House; Charles Marks, of the Rialto Co.; Ben 
and Marcus Cohn, of Cohn Bros., exclusive men's outfitters establishment; 
J. A. Meyer, of the Commercial Car and Machinery Co.; Paul Farkas, 
wholesale dealer in farm products; Prisant Bros., of the Crescent 5 and 10 
Cent Store; C. D. Robinson, head of the Robinson Drug Co. and Liberty 
Pharmacy; Ben Adler and Jerome Brown, dealers in pecan nuts; Sterne 
Bros., of the Georgia Commission Company; L. Zucker, whole 
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sale milliner, and S. K. Simon, pecan dealer. Prominent members of 
Albany's legal fraternity include I. J. Hofmayer, of the firm of Pottle & 
Hofmayer; Leonard Farkas, of the firm of Milner & Farkas, and J. W. 
Kieve. 

The Chamber of Commerce, originally the Business Men's 
League, has had among its presidents S. B. Brown, Morris Weslosky, 
Joseph Ehrlich, E. H. Kalmon and J. Rosenberg. Joseph Ehrlich is 
president of the Merchants Credit Association. 

The Rotary and the Kiwanis Clubs are organizations whose 
members are selected from the representative business and professional 
men of the city. On the Rotary roster are the names of L. J. Hofmayer, 
1. J. Hofmayer, Charles Marks, A. C. Gortatowsky, P. J. Brown, E. H. 
Kalmon, Ben Cohn, Lee Sterne, Sidney Sterne, J. H. Brown and the 
late S. B. Brown. I. J. Hofmayer, P. J. Brown and E. H. Kalmon have 
served as president. At present L. J. Hofmayer is vice-president, and 
Ben Cohn, treasurer. Members of the Kiwanis Club include J. 
Rosenberg, E. J. Davis and E. A. Landau. 

In every progressive community, there is a legitimate place for 
recreation and amusement. Normal men and women must have their 
hours of diversion and relaxation. Work and play in their proper 
mixture make for happiness. The Country Club, with its swimming 
pool and its golf links, affords healthful and pleasurable exercise for 
many of Albany's people, both old and young. For a number of years S. 
B. Brown was its capable and enthusiastic president. While his place 
cannot easily be filled, yet the example he set will be of value in the 
future management and policies of the club. 

Adolph Gortatowsky, as manager of the Liberty, formerly the 
Rawlins Theatre, and of the Auditorium, deserves great credit for the 
high standard he has always endeavored to maintain. He has given to 
Albany, both in theatrical attractions and motion picture performances, 
a class of entertainment that is not usually to be found in cities of the 
size of Albany. Not only Albany, but many of the surrounding 
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places, have taken advantage of, and shown their appreciation for, his 
managerial taste and ability. He has likewise insisted on having only 
the best grade of music for his patrons, and probably, more than 
anyone individual in Albany, through the medium of orchestras, he has 
fostered the love of good music amongst all classes of our people. 

It is not out of place in this connection to refer to an amateur 
theatrical author and producer whose work was enjoyed for many 
years, and by people of varied tastes. Reference is here made to 
Herman Strauss, who gave the Albany public many artistic 
productions. He displayed considerable talent in this line of work, and 
always shared the receipts of his performances with worthy 
institutions. About two years ago he moved to New York, where he 
has continued his career with much success. 

It took a number of years for the natatorium habit to become firmly 
established in our midst. But once established, it was a source of 
wonderment that it took so long successfully to introduce into a 
Southern community, where the warm weather is of such lengthy 
duration, a form of exercise and amusement that is of such an 
invigorating and healthful character. There are now several swimming 
pools in and around Albany. To Dr. Hugo Robinson, however, must be 
given the credit for being the pioneer of the natatorium in Albany. He 
first erected and operated the pool on Commerce Street. Later, under 
the management and ownership of Sam Fleisher, it has been a success 
for many years. A large part of Albany's population has learned to 
swim in Fleisher's pool. 

No city of any importance is without its lodge activities. Jews have 
always taken active part in this feature of communal life. The Masons 
and Elks are among the most popular lodge organizations of the city. 
In Masonic circles, particular mention may be made of the fact that 
Charles Wessolowsky once held the office of Grand High Priest of the 
State of Georgia. Today, among the proficient and active Masons 
of our city are to be found Dr. Hugo Robinson, Mr. Siegmund 
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Sterne, and his three sons, Lionel, Sidney and Lee, and R. C. Marks. L. 
E. Gortatowsky was the prime mover in securing a charter for the local 
lodge of Elks. Morris Weslosky was the first exalted ruler thereof, 
remaining in office for a period of five years. Under his leadership, the 
Albany lodge erected the first Elks building in the state. I. J. Hofmayer 
and I. G. Ehrlich have also held the office of Exalted Ruler. E. A. 
Landau has been chaplain and organist for many years. 

Conditions of living changed materially in all American cities with 
the advent of the World War. To every individual came greater 
responsibilities. Service loomed large as the watchword of the hour. 
The Jewish community of Albany nobly assumed life's increscent 
obligations. Although few in numbers, its service flag contained thirty-
seven stars. On the roll of honor appear the following names: Richard 
Asher, Morris Blate, Herman Blattner, Jerome H. Brown, LeRoy 
Brown, Lazarus Crine, Leopold Crine, Carl Farkas, Edwin Farkas, 
Leonard Farkas, Robinson Farkas, Sigo Farkas, Edward Friedsam, Ike 
Fleisher, Henry D. Gaggstatter, Victor Geiger, Claude Gortatowsky, 
Dave Gortatowsky, Max R. Greenberg, Carl Greenstone, Sidney C. 
Greenstone, Sam Makoff, Raymond C. Marks, Alexander Mayer, 
Aaron Mayer, Louis Mayer, Morris Miller, Ned Miller, Joseph 
Neuman, Max Reich, Mortimer Robinson, Isaac Rosenberg, Meyer 
Rosenberg, Nat B. Shine, Abraham Sigel, Lee Sterne, Lionel Sterne. 
The following on the list were commissioned officers: Capt. L. R. 
Brown, Capt. J. H. Brown, Lieutenant H. D. Gaggstatter and 
Lieutenant Dave Gortatowsky. Jerome Brown entered the service as 
first lieutenant, was promoted to a captaincy in France, and for bravery 
in action received the Croix de Guerre. 

The Temple Sisterhood, departing from its usual sphere of 
activities, sent to the front a handsome ambulance blanket, a work of 
art, knitted by its members. In the patriotic Liberty Bond drives, Jews 
took an active part both in the sale and purchase of bonds. E. A. 
Landau was one of the government's 4-minute speakers, as was also I. 
J. Hofmayer. 
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The war likewise brought the Red Cross organization into our 
midst. Jews contributed generously to its appeal for funds, and were 
also faithful workers in its activities. The local chapter was organized 
April 11, 1917. S. B. Brown was its chairman from March 8, 1918, 
until his death in 1922. Mrs. David Brown was the energetic general 
supervisor of the Red Cross Surgical Dressing Room, and Mrs. 1. A. 
Rosenberg was one of the proficient instructors in this work. Since 
September 27, 1918, J. W. Kieve has been the secretary of the Home 
Service section of the Red Cross, an organization which is still actively 
functioning, and doing splendid work for the county's service and ex-
service men, and their families. 
 

In the well-being of every community, the home plays a most 
important part.  The beauty and sanctity of Jewish home-life are 
proverbial. In this connection, a very unusual occurrence may be cited. 
Within the space of less than two years, two golden weddings have 
been celebrated in the Jewish community, and what is still more 
unusual, in the same family. On November 23, 1920, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Asher completed fifty years of wedded life, and on March 12, 
1922, Mr. and Mrs. Julius Kalmon likewise reached the half-century 
mark together. Mrs. Asher and Mr. Kalmon are sister and brother. The 
congregation took official notice of these rare and happy occasions; 
and their large circle of relatives and friends also rejoiced with them. 

On the night of March 7, 1922, a most inspiring meeting was held 
at the Temple. It was the formal launching of the Jewish Relief Drive, 
for the purpose of assisting the millions of Jewish sufferers in the war-
stricken zone, whose abject misery beggars description. To Albany 
was allotted a quota of seven thousand, five hundred dollars. People of 
different religions and creeds vied with one another in subscribing to 
the fund. A beautiful spirit of co-operation was displayed, and the very 
atmosphere seemed freighted with blessing. Eight thousand, five 
hundred and eighty dollars was raised, and Albany thus went over the 
top the very first night, thereby es- 
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tablishing a record in the nationwide drive. It was a meeting long to be 
remembered. Under the able chairmanship of L. J. Hofmayer, Albany 
raised ten thousand dollars in the campaign, and that, too, without 
personal solicitation. The result of the drive was but fresh evidence of 
the fine spirit of mutual understanding, sympathy, and esteem that has 
ever existed in Albany between Jew and Gentile. Verily, "How good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! For there 
the Lord commandeth blessing, even life forever." 

In a sketch of the Jews of Albany it would be an inexcusable error 
not to make particular mention of Albany's most distinguished Jew, 
who recently passed to his eternal reward. Samuel Bernard Brown was 
born in the City of Atlanta, February 1, 1855, and died in Albany, 
January 21, 1922. In a beautiful tribute to his. memory in the Atlanta 
Constitution, among other things the writer said: "It is not an 
exaggeration to say that for a quarter of a century he has been the first 
citizen of Southwest Georgia, beloved not only by his own 
community, but by the whole state." Sam Brown was a self made man 
in the best sense of that much-abused term. He came to Albany as a 
lad of ten, and here he lived for nearly three score years. So thoroughly 
and intimately did he enter into all communal activities that the greater 
part of Albany's history can be known only by familiarity with the life-
story of this man. Certainly no one who ever lived here did more for 
his community, or was more honored and loved by all classes of 
people. His was a gracious and winning personality, his the kindly eye, 
the charitable heart, the tolerant spirit. 

Sam Brown lived a well-rounded life. Life meant much to 
him, because he put so much into life, because he touched it at so 
many different points. He was actively identified with the mercantile, 
industrial, financial, political, social, charitable, philanthropic and 
religious life of the community. An incomplete list of his activities at 
the time of his death includes: Head of the S. B. Brown mercantile 
establishment; 
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president of the Planters Oil Co.; president of the Albany National 
Bank; president of the Exchange Bank; partner and director in various 
other enterprises; a founder and the only treasurer of the Georgia 
Chautauqua; chairman of the local American Red Cross chapter; 
chairman of the board of control of the Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital; president of the Kinchafoonee Country club; trustee of the 
University of Georgia, and since 1894, president of the Albany 
Hebrew Congregation. He was Mayor of Albany in 1901-'02, and for 
many years had been a very active member of the Electric Light and 
Water Commission. He likewise had served as president of the State 
Bankers' Association. 

In the death of Mr. Brown humanity lost a sterling advocate, 
Georgia a distinguished offspring, Albany a most useful citizen, his 
religion a faithful supporter and leader, his associates a wise counselor, 
and all classes in our midst, a friend. 

And now this article draws to a close. The writer thereof is a lover 
of Albany. He attributes its prestige largely to the fact that within 
its confines there are varied classes and conditions of people, and 
many shades of opinions and religious beliefs. Albany is a goodly 
city in which to live because its people do not all believe and think 
alike. He believes the millennium will be near at hand when the 
ideal shall be harmony in the midst of diversity, and not, as many 
would have it, monotony in the midst of uniformity. The 
cosmopolitanism of its people is one of Albany's greatest assets. 

This writer has been concerned particularly with the story of the 
Jews' part in the making of Albany, and holds himself, and none other, 

responsible for whatever virtues or failings may be found therein.  

                                                                                 EDMUND A. LANDAU. 
March, 1922 

 
________________________________________________________



EDUCATION IN DOUGHERY COUNTY  
 

By S. R. deJARNETTE 

 
The history of any line of activity in Dougherty County should 

begin at the time of its creation from a part of the territory of Baker 
County, which was accomplished by special act of the Legislature in 
December, 1853. But since there is no source of information of the 
early educational work of this section other than the memories of our 
older citizens, it is manifestly impossible to secure very definite 
knowledge of the schools that existed before the war. 

Only two names of the teachers of those early schools come down 
to us-Mr. Jaudon and Mr. Glover. It is possible that the work here of 
Mr. J. S. Ingraham also began before the war. Certain it is that it 
continued for some years after the war, and many of the boys of those 
early days who are still blessing Albany with their presence have 
"feeling" recollections of their school days spent at the feet of this 
stern old master. 

The writer has often wondered what would be the impressions of 
these early teachers of Georgia-such men as Beaman, Northen, and 
Ingraham-if they could drop into a school of today and observe for a 
few hours the vast changes that have taken place in the theory and 
practice of education. 
They doubtless would find something to condemn as well as much to 
commend. 

In the first place, those older schools covered a much narrower 
field than the modern. They worked on the theory that education was 
purely cultural in its object. They cared nothing for the theories of 
Francis Bacon, of Pestalozzi, and of 
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Froebel, and consequently the classics were given first place in the 
curricula of their schools. And if we follow the Master's injunction, 
"By their fruits ye shall know them," we must be convinced that these 
Georgia teachers of the old school wrought exceedingly well, for a 
finer type of citizenry than the Southern men and women of their 
generation w01.:dd be hard indeed to find. But in defense of the 
modern school, we must not lose sight of the fact that conditions now 
are by no means the same as those of ante-bell urn days, and that the 
modern ch,ild must be fitted for life in a practical as well as a cultural 
way. Hence the work of the modern schools is not so intensive along 
certain lines, but its scope is much broader and its aims far more 
practical. 

But to return to the early schools of Albany: Mr. Ingraham taught 
a school certainly as early as 1860 in a building known as the 
Academy and located on the old Thornbury lot at the corner of 
Jefferson and Residence streets. He afterwards moved this school, 
about 1865, to the old Ingraham lot just north of the present high 
school. Others who taught in the Academy were Mr. Mooney, Mr. 
Mallary, Mr. J. S. Davis, who taught this school in 1877, by special 
request, and Mrs. Thornbury. 

The last named teacher had previously taught a school on Flint 
street, but about 1880 she purchased the corner which still bears her 
name and continued a school there for some years, being assisted in its 
management by her daughters, Misses Sophie and Leila. Mrs. 
Thornbury also operated a kindergarten at this location, and it seems 
to be fairly well established that this was the first kindergarten ever 
operated in Georgia, if not in the South. 

Other teachers who conducted private schools in Albany during 
these early post-bellum days were the Rev. Wm. H. Cooper, Miss 
Sallie Reynolds, afterwards Mrs. A. Vol. Cosby; Rev. T. G. Pond, Mr. 
George W. Cheeves, Mr. Lee, Mr. Simms, Mrs. Lundy, Mr. T. A. 
Janes, Prof. B. T. Hunter, Mrs. B. A. Collier, and Mrs. A. Sterne. The 
school established by Mrs. A. Sterne was continued for many years by 
her sister, Mrs. S. 
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Sterne. Elsewhere in this volume may be found a complete history of 
this school. 

When the present state school system was organized providing" 
for a county school commissioner in each county, Mr. L. E. Welch was 
elected to that position in Dougherty, and continued to direct the 
educational work in the county until 1887, when he was succeeded by 
Mr. J. S. Davis. Since that date this office has been filled as follows: 

J. S. Davis, 1887~1895. 
L. E. Welch, 1895-1906. 
R. H. Warren, 1906-1917. 
S. R. deJarnette, 1917 

The Albany Academy. 
It was in 1885 that a movement which resulted in the building 

known as the Albany Academy was inaugurated. Albany then was 
without a public school, the need of which was sorely felt. Agitation of 
the matter was begun by the Albany News and Advertiser, then the 
only newspaper in Albany. H. M. McIntosh was editor of the paper, 
which made the initial subscription and opened a campaign to raise 
$5,000, the sum considered necessary. In a short time $3,500 was 
secured. The City Council was then asked to appropriate the $1,500 
still needed, and in obedience to public sentiment, favorable action 
was taken. The project then passed into the hands of the municipal 
authorities, but the City Council appointed a commission, composed of 
L. E. Welch, Sr., T. M. Carter and H. M. McIntosh, to erect the 
building. The lot on the northwest corner of Flint and Madison streets 
was purchased from the late Col. Nelson Tift, who had subscribed 
liberally to the school fund, and who sold the school lot for a good deal 
less than its market value. 

The new school was named "The Albany Academy." It opened for 
the fall term in 1886 with G. J. Orr as principal, S. P. Orr assistant 
principal and Miss Belle Bacon teacher of the primary grade. The 
building was two stories in height, but none of the second floor was 
utilized. 
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About two years after the Academy was opened, it was destroyed 
by fire the origin of which was and still is a mystery. It was rebuilt as 
quickly as possible, the Court House the old red brick Court House 
which went the way of other land-marks not many years later-being 
utilized for school purposes while rebuilding was in progress. 
 Many brick from the walls of the first building went into those of the 
second, which was architecturally an almost exact duplication of its 
predecessor. In a few years the local public school system outgrew the 
Academy. The rooms on the second floor were all utilized and an addition 
was built. It sufficed but a few years. Then another addition was built. Fi-
nally a one-story annex with two rooms for the primary grade was erected 
east of the main building-but always until the High School was built in 
1908 the Academy was crowded. 

The principals of the Albany Academy prior to the establishment 
of the city system of schools were G. J. Orr, Dion C. Sullivan, Z. 1. 
Fitzpatrick, H. W. Jones, E. G. Jones, S. R. deJarnette, J. C. Wardlaw, 
and A. J. Barwick. 
 It was in 1905 that public sentiment in Albany finally crystallized 

into a demand for a city system of public schools, and in 1906 the 
present system was established by special act of the Legislature, and S. 
R. deJarnette was elected first superintendent. Immediately after this the 
present High School was erected by the city and county. Even this 
splendid new building afforded relief for but a few years. It became im-
perative that new and more commodious grammar schools be provided, 
and in response to this need a beautiful grammar school building was 
erected on the corner of Broad and Madison streets, and less than a year 
later a school identical with the Broad Street Grammar School was built 
on Monroe street, occupying the southern half of the High School lot. 
These buildings are of tapestry brick, two stories with basement, each 
having ten class rooms, rest room, office, two bicycle storage rooms, 
etc., and equipped with every modern device. In 1919 the old Albany 
Academy building was rebuilt and is now known as the Flint Street 
Grammar School. The newest 
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school building is the Mulberry Street School, in East Albany, for East 
Albany children of the first to fourth grades, inclusive. 

Albany's present school system is thoroughly efficient, its head 
being R. E. Brooks, an educator of state-wide prominence. He is ably 
assisted by the following principals: 

Broad Street, Miss Stella Kalmon. 
Monroe Street, Miss Annie Mock. 
Flint Street, Miss Minnie Pate. 
Mulberry Street, Mrs. J O. Perry. 
Girls High School, Miss Mary L. Brosnan. 

 Boys High School, Mr. H. M. Mills, 
all of whom have proven their worth and efficiency by years of faithful 
service. 

The present Superintendent of County Schools is S. R. deJarnette, 
who has been connected with the school life at Albany for the last 
twenty-five years, having served a long time as City Superintendent of 
Schools. The rural sections of Dougherty County have had very few 
white schools because of the small white population. These schools 
have been located during the past year at the Cotton Mill, Acree, 
Putney, Walker, Williams Place, and Mock. The majority of the white 
children of the county come to the Albany schools, and the County 
Board of Education is now considering plans for some form of 
consolidation so as to provide the very best educational facilities for 
every rural child in the county. There are twenty-five rural negro 
schools in the county having a total attendance of 1,600 pupils. 

No account of the educational development of Albany and 
Dougherty County would be complete without an acknowledgment of 
the splendid cultural influence of the Georgia Chautauqua, which was 
organized here in 1888, and held annual sessions for twenty-five 
consecutive years thereafter. 
This organization, fostered by Albany's leading citizens, spread its 
beneficent influence over all of Southwest Georgia, and the voices of 
its silver-tongued orators, blended with the harmony that flowed from 
its musical entertainments, will sound down the corridors of time and 
exert a refining influence over generations yet unborn. 
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MRS. S. STERNE 
 

MRS. A. STERNE 

 
MRS. A. STERNE'S INSTITUTE 

 This institute was founded in the fall of 1877 by Mrs. Anselm 
Sterne, and had its humble beginning in the home of its founder, where 
for two years it was carried on. But so rapidly did it grow that larger 
quarters were soon found to be necessary, and a commodious school 
building was erected in 1880. Thus from a small institution with but few 
departments, it had developed into a complete one with every de-
partment at that time found in the well-established college, from the 
kindergarten up through the collegiate. The school flourished, and many 
of Albany's present most prominent matrons there received their 
diplomas, while scores of others received their preparation for college 
within its walls. 



220 HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 
 

As there was no advanced school for boys in Albany at that time, 
Mrs. Sterne opened her doors for a short period to the male sex also, 
and numbers of Albany's successful business and professional men 
still lovingly boast of having gone to school to "Miss Henrietta;" and it 
was a source of great gratification to her in later life to refer to "her 
boys," who had graced the mayor's chair and occupied high positions 
in the councils of the city and in the legislative halls of the state, or 
had attained success as lawyers, doctors or merchant princes. 

Mrs. Sterne was a native Albanian. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marx Smith, were pioneers of the .city, and she herself felt a love and 
pride in her home town which was never diminished or 
"overshadowed. She had been educated in New York City, having 
spent four years at one of its best institutions of learning; and, in 
establishing her school, it was her desire to bring within the reach of 
the youths of Albany the advantages for higher education and culture, 
which usually only the larger cities offer. . As a result of these efforts, 
exceptional opportunities were offered for the study of music, art and 
literature. In order to stimulate their tastes for these higher things, she 
often brought her pupils into contact with celebrities of the times. 
Among the noted men who appeared before them were the famous 
Southern poet and Confederate general, Albert Pike; the well-known 
elocutionist, Willoughby Reid, and the learned lecturer, the Rev. D. D. 
Wills, of Washington, D. C., and many others. She encouraged her 
pupils to cultivate a taste for good reading, making them familiar with 
Shakespeare and other noted English authors, and her brilliant and 
elaborate "exhibitions," which graced commencement exercises, still 
linger in the memories of the citizens of those times. 

Mrs. Sterne always secured the services of the best trained 
teachers, and thoroughness was her watchword. The advantages for 
learning the modern languages, French and German, were 
unsurpassed, as besides being a splendid linguist herself, she 
employed native-born instructors to assist her. Art and music received 
no less care. The art department was pre 
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sided over by the talented Mrs. R. J. Bacon, Miss Lula Pond, and later 
by a German lady, a Miss Schild, who was especially adept in 
handicraft and manual arts. The music pupils were fortunate in being 
under the beloved Mrs. B. M. Cromwell, the brilliant Mrs. Fletcher or 
the efficient Professor Graff. 
 

Among the Kindergarten teachers may be mentioned Miss Lucy 
Hora and Mrs. Moore, both of whom received their training in New 
York City's best normal schools. Thus for the first time was brought to 
the very doors of our Albany girls and boys the best educational 
advantages the times afforded, and the school flourished for more than 
ten years, until Mrs. Sterne's removal to Anniston, Ala. But greatest of 
all was the influence of Mrs. Sterne's own beautiful and inspiring 
personality. To her, teaching meant more than imparting knowledge 
from books. It meant the building of character, and she was superbly 
endowed by nature with the power to reach the best in every pupil and 
to help all to rise to their highest in every endeavor. 

 
Her work was one of love, and this sentiment was reechoed in the 

hearts and minds of her pupils. 0h, how she did love them; and never in 
the twenty-seven years that elapsed from the time when she reluctantly 
renounced her beloved vocation till the day of her death, September 3, 
1915, did she lose interest in the minutest detail of their subsequent 
lives. And this devotion was reciprocated, and hers was the great 
reward of seeing the fulfillment of her ideals, for she lived to see the 
rounding out of the beautiful characters she was so instrumental in 
moulding. 

If "to live in hearts we leave behind is not to 
die," 

 
then will "Miss Henrietta" continue to live as long as a single pupil 
lives to cherish the memory of the lofty inspirations with which she 
enriched her charges' lives, and in one accord they rise to bless her 
noble name.  
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MRS. S. STERNE'S SCHOOL 

Upon the removal of Mrs. A. Sterne from Albany, Mrs. S. Sterne, her 
sister, continued the school, but not as a complete institute. She had been 
a member of the first graduating class of Mrs. A. Sterne's Institute, and 
was subsequently associated with her in her work, having had charge of 
the primary department. Her predilection for that branch of the work im-
pelled her to confine her curriculum to the elementary studies only. 

However, previous to the establishment of Albany's present High 
School, Mrs. Sterne undertook to prepare young ladies for college. She 
removed the school to her residence, corner Pine and Monroe streets, 
and there she carried on a small private school which flourished for 
many years. Like her predecessor, Mrs. Sterne found her labor one of 
love, and she endeavored to carry out the lofty principles and high 
ideals of her beloved instructress. Education in her eyes meant mental, 
moral and physical development of the child, and she spared no pains 
to attain these high aims. Her zeal, devotion and enthusiasm found a 
ready response in the impressionable minds of the young, with the 
result that her pupils left her for the more advanced grades, possessed 
with firm and enduring foundations, upon which the higher fabrics of 
their educations could securely rest. 

That her school prospered through all the years was evidenced by 
the appreciation of a widespread patronage, and large numbers of our 
city's grown and growing citizens attest in their lives that in "Miss 
Pauline's" little school, they learned well its motto: 

"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might." 
Mrs. Sterne discontinued her school at the close of the term of 

1916-'17, and on the 23rd of August of the following year her life came 
to its close. The thorough instruction that she gave and the high 
principles that she instilled continue to benefit all who were her pupils, 
and the influences of her noble life will long be felt in the community. 
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A number of Kindergarten schools have been successfully 
conducted in Albany, but Miss Dorothy Tarver's kindergarten has 
continued long enough to be considered a permanent institution. She 
organized her kindergarten October 1, 1917, at 409 Tift Street, with 
Miss Rosalie Sumter as pianist. Beginning with a little group of seven 
children, the number increased to sixteen before the year expired, and 
at this writing, 1923, the average attendance is twenty-five. 

Miss Tarver is a graduate of the Kate Baldwin Kindergarten 
Training School, Savannah, Ga., and. she received further training at 
Chautauqua Summer Schools, Chautauqua, N. Y. For a number of 
years prior to the opening of her school she was identified with many 
forms of juvenile work in Albany, her efforts being chiefly in 
connection with St. Paul's Episcopal Sunday School, the Day Nursery 
at Flint River Cotton Mills, and the Playground at Tift Park. She was 
also chairman of the Dougherty County Junior Red Cross during the 
World War. 

 
MARY L. BROSNAN 

Born in Albany, Ga., March 18, 1874. 
Parents, Denis Brosnan, Katherine Mock. 
Entered Mrs. Thornbury's Kindergarten at five years of age. In 

1886 she entered Mt. de Sales Academy, graduating from this 
institution June 26, 1890, at sixteen years of age. Miss Brosnan was 
the first of eight granddaughters of John V. Mock, one of Albany's 
pioneer settlers, to receive first honor at this institution. 
 Two years later, 1892, she was elected to the sixth grade 
of the Albany Academy. 
 In the sixth year of her service she was elected Assistant 
Principal of the Albany Academy. 
 Upon the organization of the High School curriculum in 
the old Flint Street School, Miss Brosnan took charge of the 
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English and History department. The present High School was built in 
1907, and the grades were moved to their new quarters. 
 She was made principal of the High School in 1917, and is 
now principal of the Girls High School. 

She has done University work at University of Tennessee, Cook 
County Normal, Chicago, Columbia University and the Catholic 
University of Washington. 

Miss Brosnan has been in continuous service in the Public Schools 
for thirty years, and counts among her pupils many of the prominent 
men in the professional and commercial life of the city. 
 Miss Brosnan is a charter member of the Albany Woman's 
Club. 
 In religion she is a devout Catholic. 
 PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION 
 Parent-Teacher Association work in Albany is of comparatively 
recent origin, when we consider that the national organization of the 
Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations claims as its 
birthday February 17, 1897. When Albany's first modern up-to-date 
grammar school at the corner of Broad and Madison streets was 
completed, it occurred to the women composing the Education and 
Child Welfare Department of the Albany Woman’s Club, with Miss 
Mary Brosnan as chairman, that this was an opportune time to organize 
at the new school an association that would bring the home and the 
school, the parent and the teacher, into closer cooperation for the 
betterment of both the child and the school. So an invitation was sent to 
all the mothers of the children in the school to meet on December 3, 
1915, for the purpose of organizing the Parent-Teacher Association of 
Broad Street School. In the seventh grade room of the school, Mr. W. R. 
Duke, principal, the organization was perfected, with Mrs. W. A. Sumter 
elected to the presidency. Following her lead in carrying on the work at 
Broad Street have been Mrs. George A. McArthur, Mrs. D. L. Beatie 
and Mrs. R. E. Scott. 
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Again, shortly after the completion of Albany's splendid grammar 
school, Monroe Street, in the spring of 1916, the same committee from 
the Albany Woman's Club issued a call to the mothers of the school to 
meet, and they perfected the organization of Albany's second Parent-
Teacher Association in the seventh grade room of Miss Annie Mock, 
principal. Mrs. W. L. Davis was elected president and has been 
followed in turn by Mrs. F. O. Ticknor, Mrs. T. B. Graves, Mrs. P. J. 
Brown, Mrs. P. J. Nix and Mrs. A. E. McLean. 

This left the old Flint Street School the only grammar school in the 
city without an organization of parents and teachers such as were 
proving so beneficial to the other schools, but it was deemed advisable 
to wait until the contemplated improvements were made in the old 
buildings, so that the new organization might have a school of which it 
could be proud. On November 19, 1919, as soon as the building was in 
readiness, Superintendent R. E. Brooks called the mothers together and 
a Parent-Teacher Association for Flint Street School was started in the 
seventh grade room of Miss Minnie Pate, principal. Mrs. J. R. Sparks 
was elected president, and has been followed by Mrs. W. A. Stokes, 
Mrs. W. C. Seagraves and Mrs. O. A. Brownlow. 

On January 18, 1922, the Albany High School Parent Teacher 
Association came into existence at an enthusiastic and largely attended 
meeting of the mothers who had been invited to the school for the 
purpose of organization by Miss Mary Brosnan, principal of the High 
School. The new association elected Mrs. P. J. Nix as its first president. 

In the spring of 1920 an Executive Council was formed composed 
of three members from each association; President, the Principal, and a 
member at large. The purpose of this Council is to act as a clearing 
house for all matters of common interest to all the association. The 
chairmen of this Council have been Mrs. I. J. Hofmayer, Mrs. W. C. 
Waters and Mrs. W. O. Pearson. 

During the seven years since the organization of the first Parent-
Teacher Association in Albany, these associations have 
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proved valuable assets. They have brought the parents (or at least the 
mothers) and teachers together at monthly meetings at the school 
buildings, so that they are no longer strangers to each other but work 
together with a feeling of friendly cooperation which brings about 
better conditions for the schools and better education for the children. 
They have installed playground apparatus, have started school 
libraries, have furnished rest rooms, have bought picture machines and 
from the sale of Red Cross Christmas Seals have purchased scales for 
each school. Their monthly programs at the meetings furnish a course 
for the mothers, pertaining to the betterment of the health and training 
of their children. And, last but not least, the working together of the 
parents and the teachers makes the children realize the mutual interests 
of the two-their school-parents and their home-teachers and thus is 
formed a stronger chain of teachers, parents and children. 

On March 7, 1922, the four Parent-Teacher Associations of 
Albany entertained the first Conference of Parent-Teacher 
Associations of the Second Congressional District, this being the 
second conference of its kind held in Georgia, but only one of the fir~t 
of many planned to carryon and extend the usefulness of the Parent-
Teacher work. 

The Mulberry Street Parent-Teacher Association was organized in 
East Albany January 11, 1923, when the following officers were 
elected: President, Mrs. Robert Jenkins; VicePresident, Mrs. John O. 
Perry; Secretary, Miss Hardison; Treasurer, Mrs. Coleman. 

 
MRS. I. J. HOFMAYER,  
Vice-President of the 2nd 
District of Parent-Teacher 
Associations 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



GEORGIA CHAUTAUQUA: 

A MOMENTOUS MOVEMENT 

 

 

By JOSEPH S. DAVIS  
One of the Organizers, and for Many Years Superintendent of Instruction of the 

Georgia Chautauqua Association 

 
The one movement, full of momentous consequences, in Albany within 

the past generation has been the Georgia Chautauqua. 
In the year 1888 Dr. W. A. Duncan, of Syracuse, N. Y., who was at 

that time the able secretary and treasurer of the New York Chautauqua, a 
religious and literary institution whose plant was located on beautiful Lake 
Chautauqua, in New York state, for summer work, but whose activities 
were perennial, came to Albany and purchased a plantation in West 
Dougherty. It will be interesting to know that Dr. Duncan was attracted to 
Albany and Dougherty County by a pamphlet published by the editors of 
the Albany News and Advertiser, which I believe was the pioneer 
publication of its kind in Georgia. A true Chautauqua is always imbued 
with a missionary spirit. Dr. Duncan began to talk Chautauqua, and the 
Albany people seized upon the idea with all the avidity that cultured people 
take to culturing influences. An organization was quickly effected. Co!. 
Nelson Tift, Albany's founder, was elected president, and H. M. McIntosh 
was selected as secretary. The prominent men of the community gave it 
their unqualified endorsement and support. The result was most gratifying 
from every point of view. 

Chautauqua has a literary body that is animated by a warm Christian 
spirit. The scope of its purpose is broad, and 
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its design is to exert an influence both culturing and refining. It was 
the aim of its originators to make it a college of the people, for the 
people, by the people, and to carry to those to whom the 
circumstances denied college training the opportunity for self-culture 
and the inspirational influence of the assembly which was the bloom 
of the Chautauqua plant. The Home Study course, the C. L. S. C. and 
the assembly with its varied programs of sermons, lectures, music and 
art, did not make up the whole of a well-regulated assembly. The class 
work in literature, music and art, in physical culture and in vocational 

ining, when properly coordinated, made a tra

 

 
 

GEORGIA CHAUTAUQUA AUDITORIUM 

 
Chautauqua fulfilling the ideal of Dr. John H. Vincent and his 
splendid coadjutor, Mr. Lewis Miller. Thus the Georgia Chautauqua, 
located at Albany, Ga., received the glad commendation of Chancellor 
Vincent, who twice visited it and who gave to our people a splendid 
object lesson of Chautauqua's aims-to culture and refine. The present 
plan of assembling talent of more or less merit into a junketing band 
of traveling lecturers and troubadours and labeling it a Chautauqua is 
a scheme of a modern Moloch. It is a monstrous misuse of the term. It 
is a false brand and falls under the ban of Federal law against falsely 
branding a species of ,intellectual pabulum. 
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It is an unobjectionable form of entertainment, but it bears no more 
resemblance to the true Chautauqua than a woolen sock 
to an engine house. It is the commercializing of an instrument 
designed to sweeten life without any sordid consideration. In all 
frankness, the good people of Albany were as ignorant of what 
Chautauqua meant in the instance as they were of the characteristics of 
the icthyosaurus. Curiosity as to its size, form, movement and 
expected achievements was high. Only one Albanian that I now recall 
had any knowledge of its purpose and nature. That was Mrs. J. T. 
Steele, now of sainted memory. She had been brought under its 
influence and had read the C. L. S. C. course, bearing a diploma as a 
testimonial of the excellence of her work in the written examinations 
in that department of this great and popular university. The 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Course is a rapid transit through 
the world of literature. It is a four-year course of reading. Each year's 
course comprises four books carefully selected, in history, political 
economy, the sciences, the arts, astronomy, botany and other topics 
embraced in subjects known to a well educated person. These books 
convey the principles both elementary and progressive to fulfill the 
needs of earnest minds in quest of knowledge. They are not designed 
to be exhaustive of any subject, but they are appetizers to a soul that 
hungers and thirsts after knowledge. 

After the first assembly of the Georgia Chautauqua, when our 
people enjoyed the sweet influence of those splendid sermons by great 
divines, scholarly lecturers, inspiring music directed by Dr. H. R. 
Palmer, a really great musician to whose credit stands the authorship 
of "Yield Not to Temptation," and scores of other great hymns-words 
and music; they woke up to the full realization of the purpose and 
possibilities of the instrument God had placed in their hands. They 
esteemed it a privilege to cooperate in the altruistic work that called 
into being the best instincts and purest impulses of the heart and mind. 

The Georgia Chautauqua was organized and its influences were 
set in motion most opportunely in the history of our sec 
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tion. This section's rare and radiant advantages were attracting 
immigrants from other sections, and the native population was feeling 
the first impulse of a progressive spirit. The Chautauqua was forceful 
in giving direction to their aims and ambitions, and without doubt 
affected the trend of many lives, both in our midst and the country 
surrounding Albany. Hans Christian Andersen tells of a wounded wild 
swan that was confined in a farmer's yard until apparently content to 
stay with less regal birds. One day a flock of his kind flew over with 
their wild cries. The prisoned bird recognized its mates and with a glad 
cry, rose high in air and joined its kindred.  So with many who heard 
the eloquence and music of the Chautauqua platform; their spirit 
recognized kindred spirits and rose with a purpose to fulfill the best 
mission in life of which they were capable. 

The assembly brought to Albany the best talent the country 
afforded. They could not be hired, but they came to do the good that 
they thought possible. They found a cultured circle in Albany. Dr. A. 
E. Dunning, a sweet-spirited worker, said from the Chautauqua 
platform that he had come to bring a message and to help our people, 
but that he had received more than he brought. Our people were 
hospitable, and the chivalry and grace of Southern society were 
grateful to our Northern friends. 

For twenty-five years the Chautauqua assemblies bloomed with the 
flowers of spring, without a hiatus. At first they were held in a large 
tent made for the purpose, which was stretched just back of the Court 
House, which was used as a vestibule. Some of the most enjoyable 
sessions were held in that old tent. But it soon grew too small to 
accommodate the crowd on gala occasions, and a movement in which 
our fellow citizen, S. B. Brown, was prominent, was inaugurated, 
resulting in the erection of a splendid Auditorium on the corner of Pine 
and Jackson streets, on a lot owned by the Chautauqua Association. 
Blessed Auditorium! How splendidly did it fulfill its great design  
Michelangelo, looking at St. Peter's with its graceful dome, exclaimed, 
"I have builded in the air," 
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Albany builded her Chautauqua Auditorium in the hearts of the people. 

The contests in declamation, oratory and music by the boys and 
girls of the surrounding country at our Chautauqua assemblies were in 
themselves a sufficient reason for their continuation. Col. Jesse W. 
WaIters offered a gold medal for superiority in declamation, and Capt. 
John A. Davis gave through Chautauqua gold medals in oratory, vocal 
and instrumental music to the girls. This was one of Chautauqua's finest 
features. It had many that stimulated the young to acquire those 
accomplishments that made them useful and ornamental members of 
society. 

 When the European war came to shock us with its horrors and 
intimidate with its menace the peace and prosperity of the world, the 
faithful who had fostered the enterprise met, and after carefully 
considering all of the circumstances and believing that Chautauqua had 
fulfilled its splendid mission, concluded to give it up. It is the earnest 
wish of the friends of Chautauqua that the culturing influences 
Chautauqua has set in motion may be active in every year of Albany's 
future and bear fruit to the glory of our city. I cannot close this article 
without saying that Chautauqua is not dead, for in our midst a C. L. S. 
C. class is now being conducted by that capable leader, Mrs. David 
Brown. Twenty have taken diplomas since its organization and others 
will be qualified to graduate this year. That is a very live manifestation 
that the Chautauqua spirit lives, moves and has its being in our midst. 

The old Auditorium which was torn down to make way for our 
splendid Municipal Auditorium has been the scene of many wonderful 
gatherings in times past, and some of the most prominent men in the 
United States have spoken from its platform-Woodrow Wilson, 
William Jennings Bryan, Champ Clark and dozens of others prominent 
in the political life of the nation; some of the greatest preachers, editors 
and literary men of their time; every governor of Georgia who has held 
office since the Auditorium was built, and others widely known who 
would make a list of several hundred. 

It was a historic building, and the largest auditorium in the southern 
part of the state. 
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HISTORY OF THE C. L. S. C. OF THE ALBANY 

WOMANS CLUB  
By MRS. SIDNEY J. JONES 

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle was organized by Miss 
Meddie O. Hamilton, Field Secretary of the Chautauqua Institution, in the 



spring of 1911, though actual work as a circle was not begun until the 
following November, when Mrs. David Brown, who had been elected 
leader, called a preliminary meeting; books were ordered and we soon 
began the courses of home reading, which have continued to this day as 
one of the most helpful and enjoyable departments of the Albany Woman’s 
Club.  

The work is beautifully adapted to systematized study, the material 
being arranged in a cycle of four divisions, each year comprising a closely 
concentrated course in history, literature, science and art. Thus, each year's 
work is, in itself, a unit, but the work of four consecutive years is required 
to obtain a diploma. Books dealing with subjects vital to American life are 
read one year, while the next year is given to the study of European life and 
customs. 

Since the organization of this class with a membership varying from 18 
to 31, we have met each week, have read 44 books and the required articles 
in the magazine, which for the first few years was the "Chautauquan" and 
more recently the "Independent." 

The prescribed programs are carried out at each meeting, pleasant 
features of which are the current events given by each member and 
discussions arising from the subject in hand. It is the purpose of this article 
to mention only outstanding events in the history of the circle. 

On Sunday afternoon, May 18, 1913, during the session of the 25th 
Georgia Chautauqua Assembly, Mrs. A. W. Muse invited the members of 
the circle to her home to meet Bishop John H. Vincent, founder of the 
Chautauqua movement. We sat at the feet of this great man and learned of 
him, realizing at the time the privilege that was ours. 



 
 

MRS. DAVID BROWN 
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On the following Wednesday afternoon at the club room in the 

Chautauqua Auditorium, the circle gave an informal reception to Mr. 
Arthur E. Bestor, director of the Chautauqua Institute of Chautauqua, N. 
Y., and President of the International Alliance. The late Dr. W. A. Duncan 
was also an honor guest at this reception. 

The last meeting of the circle for the season ending in May, 1913, was 
held at the home of Mrs. David Brown. It was in the nature of a "Kaffe 
Klatch" as described in "Home Life in Germany" and was a unique and 
most enjoyable entertainment. 

On June 23, 1915, Recognition Day was celebrated for the second time 
in Albany., The first occasion was in 1893 when Chautauqua diplomas 
were awarded to a number of graduates who with several former graduates 
passed through the "Golden Gate" into the great Mother Chautauqua 
Circle~ Among those who had previously graduated were Mrs. Samuel 
Weldon, who, so far as we can learn, is the first Chautauqua graduate from 
Georgia, and her mother, Mrs. Joseph T. Steele. 
Mrs. Steele kept up the Chautauqua reading for twelve consecutive years, 
the result of which is shown by the seals on her diploma. The appreciation 
of the Chautauqua method of self-culture in this family is evidenced by the 
fact that Mrs. Steele's daughter, Mrs. S. S. McIntosh, of the class of 1893, 
and her granddaughter, Mrs. F. G. Gooding, are valued members of the 
1922 class. 

 

 
On the second Recognition Day the exercises were held in the Y. M. C. 

A. building and the following members passed through the "Golden Gate" 
to receive their diplomas from: Mr. J. S. Davis, a Chautauqua graduate: 
Mesdames David Brown, A. W. Muse, Annie T. Muse, J. A. Redfearn, E. J. 
McDaniel, C. M. Shackelford, T. M. Nelson and S. J. Jones; Misses Mary 
L. Brosnan, Agnes Brosnan, Maria Davis and Ruth Slappey. A brilliant 
address was delivered by Dr. E. A. Landau, and a lovely banquet followed 
the exercises. It is interesting to note that seven of these graduates have con 
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tinued loyal Chautauqua readers and are deeply interested members of the 
present class. 

The winter of 1916 was a period of unusual interest to the Study 
Circle. During the reading of "Changing America," by Edward Allsworth 
Ross, who discusses, in Chapter X, the modern newspaper in all its phases, 
the members of the class were invited to be the guests of The Albany 
Herald in their building (February 1st) in order that they might see a real 
newspaper in the making. It was a pleasant and interesting experience. 

 
In April the Tercentenary of Shakespeare was celebrated with an 

appropriate program. 
 
Late in the spring when "The Ways of the Planets," by Martha Evans 

Martin, engaged the interest of the class, we held our first night meeting on 
the grounds of the Broad Street School. On this occasion Dr. E. A. Landau 
addressed the class and a number of visitors on the subject in hand, giving 
us the benefit of his long acquaintance with "the friendly stars." 

The last meeting of the season was held at Tift Park, followed by a 
delightful picnic given in honor of Miss Stella Kalmon, the graduate student 
of that year. 

 
On Tuesday, March 5, 1917, Miss Meddie O. Hamilton was a guest of 

the Albany Woman's Club and met informally the members of the Study 
Circle which she had organized six years before. 

The final meeting of the class each year is held at Tift Park, and is 
followed by a picnic lunch. On this occasion in the year 1919, diplomas 
were awarded to Mrs. K. M. Dickson, Miss Sal1ie Billingslea and Miss 
Dora Neuman. At the last meeting in 1921 there were four graduates, 
Mesdames R. E. Champion, J. F. Cheney, W. L. Davis and O. G. Hall. 
 

In the eleven years that have elapsed since our organization, interest in 
the work has grown until the class has reached 
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its maximum number. So enjoyable and helpful have the meetings become 
that Tuesday afternoon is eagerly anticipated, for it means the coming 
together of earnest, congenial spirits who in a social group are developing 
self-culture. 

For the success of the C. L. S. C. in Albany we are indebted to Mrs. 
David Brown, who, from its beginning until now, has been our efficient 
leader. Her thorough mastery of each lesson has set a standard of 
excellence that calls for the best in each member of the Circle, who in one 
voice accord her their Jove and appreciation. 



 
 

1.  PRESBYTERIAN  2.  FIRST BAPTIST    
3.  Byne  Memorial Baptist  4. St. 
THERESA CATHOLIC   5. Temple B’Nai 
Israel  6. St. Paul’s Episcopal  
7.  Methodist  

  



ALBANY CHURCHES. 
 

A HISTORY OF THE ALBANY BAPTIST CHURCH FROM ITS 
ORGANIZATION IN 1840 BY REV. JONATHAN DAVIS DOWN 

TO 1892, WHEN THE FIRST CHURCH (Built in 1844) 'WAS 
ENLARGED AND PRACTICALLY BUILT ANEW 

 
(This Paper Was Written and Read by Capt. John A. Davis at the 

Dedication Exercises in 1892.) 
 

Your committee appointed to present upon this occasion the 
history of the Albany Baptist Church, beg to submit the following, 
gleaned partly from the records of the church and partly from the 
memory of our oldest and best citizens: 

It is very much to be regretted that the early records of the church 
from the time of its organization down to 1860 have been lost or 
destroyed, but we feel confident that the facts herein stated as 
occurring prior to 1860, while they may not be given in chronological 
order, are reliable. 

The first Baptist church in Southwest Georgia was organized at 
Palmyra, Lee County, in 1836, by the Rev. Jonathan Davis, who 
subsequently, about 1840, organized the Albany Baptist Church, 
composed then of not more than ten members, among whom are now 
recalled the following: Harmon Mercer, the brother of the honored 
Jesse Mercer; Messrs. Gibbs, Shackelford, Alexander, Mulkey, 
Collier and Nelson Tift. At this time, 1840, there was no church 
building of any kind in Albany and all denominations worshiped in 
what was known as the Old Academy, which stood upon the 
southeast corner of Broad and Jefferson streets, now occupied by the 
residence of Dr. C. W. Arnold. The old church building recently torn 
down to give place to the stately and elegant house 
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in which we today with grateful hearts worship for the first time, was 
built in 1844.. Upon this consecrated spot from that time to this, 
covering a period of forty-eight years, the Albany Baptist Church has 
had an existence, and its history speaks to us today in the good works 
of our fathers and mothers and the hallowed associations of the past. 

The first pastor of the church was the Rev. Lott Warren, many of 
whose descendants are honored citizens now of Southwest Georgia. He 
was followed in order named by W. W. Maund, Joseph Baker, E. T. 
Winkler, Needham Collier, T. D. Mathews, Charles Mallary, S. G. 
Daniel, G. T. Cooper, S. G. Hillyer, C. M. Irvine, S. P. Callaway, W. A. 
Bailey, W. H. Whitsett, F. C. Johnson, R. D. Mallary, B. F. Riley, R. T. 
Hanks, J. S. Lloyd, W. B. Dix, E. E. Folk, D. B. Ragsdale, and our 
present honored and beloved pastor, E. B. Carroll. 

Twenty-three able and godly men have filled the pulpit of this 
church, twelve of whom are still living and prosecuting their holy work 
in other fields of usefulness and eleven gone 
to claim their reward. It may not be amiss to mention the fact that the 
record discloses that for years this church maintained two colored 
churches, one at Oaklawn and the other at Tarver's (besides having 
many colored people among its own membership) and that on February 
27, 1867, the Rev. David Hines, colored, and forty-four colored 
members were dismissed by letter at their request for the purpose of 
establishing a separate colored Baptist church in Albany. 

This meeting, as the first one held in the new church that we have 
erected and this day dedicated to the Lord, is vested with peculiar 
interest. It naturally suggests the first meeting ever held in the old 
church and the innumerable intervening religious services of all kinds 
that have been held here for now nearly a half century. 

As an object lesson that will teach us and our children and give us 
a correct idea of the age of the old church, we will mention the fact that 
the old oaks that now adorn the sidewalk in front were planted by Mr. 
Mulkey, one of the first members of the church, contemporaneous with 
its erection. 
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The church has been visited by many able and eloquent preachers, among 
whom are now remembered Fisher, Graves, Dawson, Strickland, Wharton 
and Hawthorne; many revivals of great success and interest have been held 
here, many happy marriages have been solemnized here and many of our 
beloved, honored and sainted dead have been wept over here. 

Many, many, many devoted and godly women have been members of 
this church who have not only been important factors in its growth and 
prosperity but who have wielded untold influence in giving grace and 
culture and religious tone to society. 

This church has a history of forty-eight years of sermons, songs and 
prayers, of mission and Sunday School work of which its present 
membership may well feel proud. Your committee, properly appreciating 
the untold value of the Sunday School work done and accomplished in the 
past and present under the auspices of this church, would not neglect to put 
upon this record the names of the good and consecrated men who, as 
superintendents, have had charge of this work. It is to be regretted that only 
four names are now remembered, but we present the honored list as 
follows: R. D. Mallary, W. B. Daniels, Dr. Ed. Bacon and J. S. Davis. 

And now in conclusion, referring again with pride and pleasure to the 
history of this church, not unmixed with sadness when we think of its 
honored dead, let us ask, who can estimate its incalculable benefits in 
the past or its perpetuated and never ending benefits in the future? 
And now in this new year, 1892, and in this new church in which we 

all feel such commendable pride, let us consecrate ourselves anew to the 
work of the Lord and in view of our glorious past history press forward to a 
bright and successful future. 
 

(This Additional History of the Church Was Written by Mr. J. S. 
Davis, who takes up the account where his father, Capt. John A. Davis, 
left off [1892] and brings it down to the present, 1923.) 
The Albany Baptist Church grows in spiritual efficiency as it grows in 

years. Following E. B. Carroll in the pastorate 
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was P. F. Crawford, who served the congregation most acceptably 
from 1895 through 1897. Dr. J. J. Bennett was called and accepted the 
charge in 1897. It was his first pastorate, but he was splendidly 
qualified, and in the two years of his labors gave abundant evidence of 
the ability and zeal that characterized his later work and which has 
made him a prominent figure among Georgia Baptists. 

Rev. B. W. Davis served the church from 1899 to 1903, at which 
time Rev. W. L. Richards accepted the call, and through nine years of 
capable ministry endeared himself to the church and its friends. During 
Dr. Richards' pastorate the question of erecting a more spacious brick 
building was mooted. The needs of the growing membership made the 
necessity for a new house of worship acute. But the failing health of 
Mr. Richards brought to the church the duty' of selecting and sup-
porting an assistant. Rev. O. T. Moncrief was chosen to come and 
lighten the burdens of the pastor. After one year (1909) of this status, 
the congregation called Rev. Lamar Sims as associate pastor to Rev. 
Mr. Richards in October, 1910, which harmonious and fraternal 
relationship existed for one year, when Mr. Richards resigned, going 
elsewhere in quest of health. 

Rev. Lamar Sims, D. D., succeeded to the pastorate with all 
possible pride in this relationship and zeal of consecration to the work. 
It was just a short time before the congregation under the inspiration of 
his labors committed itself to the erection of a new house of worship 
commensurate with its requirements. 

On October 23, 1906, the Baptist Building Fund Society was 
organized by the ladies of the church with the following officers: Mrs. 
J. W. Walters, president; Mrs. F. S. Sutton, vice president; Mrs. S. J. 
Jones, secretary; Miss Julia Pope, treasurer. These officers continued 
their active connection until the church was fully completed, and are 
now serving in the same capacity with the exception of Mrs. F. S. 
Sutton, whose lamented death gave occasion to the election of Mrs. J. 
B. Gilbert to the vice-presidency. The interest of this society 
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was as constant as gravitation, and its activities resulted in the raising of 
more than $16,500, out of the total cost of $55,000. 

The old church about which clustered such splendid memories was 
torn down in the latter part of 1911 and the foundations for the present 
beautiful house of worship were laid. When the building had progressed 
sufficiently in May, 1912, the cornerstone was laid with impressive 
ceremony. At that service were several distinguished Baptist divines, 
among whom were Dr. J. J. Bennett, Dr. R. J. Willingham and Dr. L. R. 
Christy. Dr. Christy delivered the principal address, a 
radiant exposition of Christian philanthropy. . 

The Sunday School department of the house was completed in 1913, 
and the congregation, which had been holding its services in the Y. M. C. 
A. building, repaired there for worship. As commodious as the Sunday 
School quarters appeared, under the revival of religious interest quickened 
by well-directed, prayerful efforts, the Sunday School outgrew its 
accommodations, and the Baraca and Philathea classes raised the money for 
finishing the two large rooms under the main auditorium. 

The World War, coming in the summer of 1914, arrested the progress 
toward completion of the main auditorium until 1917, when Dr. Sims made 
a financial drive that made possible its completion. 

In February, 1918, the beginning of the end of our labors was in sight, 
and on Sunday, March 3, the initial service with appropriate program was 
held in the finished auditorium. Dr. W. L. Richards, a beloved former 
pastor, was the principal speaker of the occasion, assisted by Dr. Lansing 
Burroughs and the pastor, Dr. Lamar Sims. In recognition of the splendid 
work accomplished by the women of the church, Mrs. J. W. Walters, 
president of the Baptist Building Fund Society, was invited to grace the 
program, and she gave an interesting account of the activities of the society 
since its organization. 

During the World War, forty-one young men went from this church to 
serve their country. 
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In January, 1920, after nine years of efficient service as pastor, Dr. 
Lamar Sims passed into eternal rest, mourned sincerely by the 
community and lamented by the entire state. 

Rev. James Allen Smith, D. D., followed Dr. Sims as pastor, 
coming to the charge on May 1, 1920. Under Dr. Smith's able 
guidance the church made great progress; 827 members are now 
enrolled, and an average of over 500 attend Sunday School. 

The present Board of Deacons is composed of E. R. West, W. E. 
Carter, W. M. Wilder, J. B. Gilbert, T. S. Mathews, Dr. N. E. Benson, 
Dr. W. L. Davis, Dr. A. W. Wood, Edwin Sterne, R H. Ferrell, R. M. 
Underwood, J. S. Davis, Alfred Dees, J. S. Billingslea, J. W. Parker, B. 
B. Ivey, C. M. Shackelford, J. M. Hurst and J. G. Inman. 

In 1898 J. S. Crews was elected superintendent of the Sunday 
School. Upon his removal to another city in 1910, W. E. Carter was 
chosen for that responsible position, in which he served uhtil 1915, 
when R. H. Ferrell was elected. Through his efforts the school has 
experienced a fine growth. 

In October, 1921, Dr. Smith resigned to go to Knoxville, Tenn., 
and for four months the pulpit was filled by Dr. Charles B. Williams, 
of Mercer University, whose able sermons were an inspiration to the 
entire membership. 

The present pastor, Rev. J. B. Turner, D. D., of Greenville, N. C., 
one of the ablest young preachers in the denomination, came to the 
church on March 1, 1922. 

 
Memorials 

The handsome interior of the main auditorium, which is gothic in 
style, is further enhanced by fourteen beautiful stained glass memorial 
windows depicting incidents in the life of Christ. The subject of each 
window and to whom erected  is as follows: 

"The Wise Virgin" -- Dr.and Mrs. W. W. Bacon. 
"Mary Anointing the Feet of Jesus" -Mrs. Fannie E. Sutton, (May 
3, 1843-August 26, 1916). 
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 "Suffer Little Children to Come Unto Me"-David H. Pope 

(Nov. 3, 1840-June 7, 1904) and Martha H. Pope (Nov. 3, 1843-0ct. 24, 
1910). 

 "Jesus Went Unto Them, Walking On the Sea"-Susanne 
H. Smith, Lou S. Talbert, S. W. Smith. 
 "I Am the Vine, Ye Are the Branches" -David A. and Mary I. Vason. 
 "Madonna"-Emma J. Vason. 
 "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life"-Theodore Dehon 
Mathews (Jan. 13, 1819-Aug. -, 1863) and Mary Lawton Mathews (Dec. 20, 
1823-May 31, 1908). 
 "On the Way to Emmaus"-John Adrian Davis (June 15, 1832-April 7, 
1905). 
 "J esus Appears to Mary Magdalene in the Garden" 
Laura Clementine Davis (Nov. 11, 1833-Jan. 17, 1899). 
 "The Sower"-Lamar Sims, D. D. (May 14, 1876-Jan. 17, 
1920) . 

"I Am the Good Shepherd"-Edwin T. Winkler, William L. G. Davis, Jacob 
W. Yankee, Abbie Howe Winkler, Ella Winkler Davis, Abbie Davis Yankee. 
 "The Ascension"-To the glory of God and in loving memory of our father 
and mother, John and Adelaide Jackson. 

In the vestibule of the Sunday School annex Mrs. S. E. Floyd placed a 
drinking fountain in memory of her son, Dr. Jesse Floyd. 

 
HISTORY OF BYNE MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

Byne Memorial Baptist Church was organized January 24, 1910, to 
meet the needs of the fast growing population in North Albany. 

Location: First, a chapel building at the corner of North Washington and 
Second streets; second, a tent at the corner of Society and North Jackson 
streets; third, a red pressed brick building costing $20,000 on same site, 
erected by Mrs. G. M. Byne and Miss Marilu Byne (Mrs. Byne's daughter) 
in 1910 as a memorial to their husband and father, G. M. Byne. 
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Building Committee: R. J. Bacon, J. A. Leonard, J. M. Kingsley, J. W. 
Thomas, T. E. Oliver, C. L. Mallary and A. C. Soule. 

Building Contractor: C. M. Langston. 
Architect: Jack Head. 
Organizing Presbytery: Rev. O. T. Moncrief, Rev. Bryan 

W. Collier and Deacons E. R. West and J. S. Crews. 
Charter Membership: Thirty-three. 
First Pastor: Rev. O. T. Moncrief. 
First Clerk: J. M. Kingsley. 
First Deacons: R. J. Bacon, J. W. Thomas and T. E. Oliver. 
First Sunday School Superintendent: T. E. Oliver. 
First Assistant Sunday School Superintendent: C. L. Mallary. 

 Secretary and Treasurer: E. M. Wilson. . 
Superintendent of Home Department: Mrs. J. M. Sherman. 
Superintendent of Cradle Roll: Mrs. O. T. Moncrief.  
Sunbeam Leader: Mrs. O. T. Moncrief. 
Sunbeam President: Georgia Cherry. 
Sunbeam Secretary-Carl Roby. 
Sunbeam Treasurer: Susie Taylor. 
First Trustees: C. L. Mallary, J. M. Kingsley and R. J. Bacon. 
Woman's Missionary Society: Mrs. Ella Callaway, president;  

Mrs. O. T. Moncrief, vice-president; Mrs. J. M. Kingsley, secretary and 
treasurer; Mrs. J. M. Sherman, secretary of the Home Department. Ladies 
Aid Society: Miss Mamie Mallary, president; Mrs. J. E. Meadows, vice-
president; Mrs. J. A. Leonard, secretary and treasurer. 

Succeeding Pastors and Order in Which They Followed. 
 1914 Rev. Lee McBride White. 

1915-16      Rev. McMahon. 
 1917 Rev. H. H. Parish. 

1918-20      Rev. J. L. Claxton. 
 1921 Rev. R. J. O'Bryant. 
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Dec., 1921 Rev. C. B. Glaize. 
Jan., 1923 Rev. E. M. Altman. 

 Succeeding Clerks: V. S. Gibson, A. C. Soule, E. M. Wilson, S. J. 
Kingsley. 

Succeeding Superintendents and order in which they followed: 
 A. C. Soule, T. E. Oliver, J. M. Kingsley, E. C. McCulley, J. L. Henry, N. 
H. Vaughn, A. H. Kingsley. 
 Succeeding Presidents of W. M. S.: Mrs. J. B. Barbree, Mrs. B. M. 
Brown, Mrs. J. J. Whire. 
 Succeeding Leaders of Sunbeam Band: Mrs. J. B. Barbree, Mrs. J. M. 
Kingsley and Mrs. R. J. O'Bryant. 
 Succeeding Officers of Cradle Roll Department: Mrs. R. H.Taylor; Mrs.  
J. M. Kingsley and R. J. O’Bryant.  

Succeeding Treasurers: Z. E. McCurdy, A. H. Kingsley, Mrs. J. B. 
Barbree, R. H. Warren, E. T. Young, W. T. McKinnon, Mrs. R. H. Warren, 
Mrs. G. E. Chancey.  

Succeeding Deacons: M. T. Kingsley, A. C. Soule, J. M. Kingsley, Z. E. 
McCurdy, E. C. McCulley, G. L. Marky, Sam Hart. 

 
ST. PAUL'S PARISH, Albany 

Within the memory of many Albany people, an old, two story wooden 
building, known as the Old Academy, stood on the corner of Broad and 
Jefferson streets. In its prime it was one of the handsomest buildings in the 
Albany of those days, and there are a few persons yet living who received 
the rudiments of their education there. The lot was bought some years after 
the Civil War by Dr. C. W. Arnold, who had the old building pulled down 
to make way for the home in which he spent the remainder of his life----- a 
house which is still standing. 

This old building had an especial interest for Episcopalians, because in 
it was what was probably the first service of that church that had ever been 
held west of Savannah and south of Macon. 

In the early forties, according to an old chronicle, the Reverend Mr. 
Ellis, an Episcopal missionary, came to Albany and 



 
 

OLD ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ALBANY 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY 249 
 
shortly after his arrival here he began holding services in the Academy. 
He remained in Albany about a year, and after he left Rev. J. H. 
George took charge of the work he had begun. 

On April 1, 1851, by authority of Bishop Elliott, this mission 
became a parish, with Mr. George as its rector. These were the 
members of its first vestry: Senior warden, P. M. Nightingale; junior 
warden, Y. G. Rust; vestrymen, W. W. Cheever, Dr. J. P. Nelson, Dr. 
W. S. Lawton, Dr. C. J. Harris, Hon. Garrett Andrews, Colonel J. C. 
Brooks and R. K. Hines, Jr. Service was held in the Academy twice a 
month, the other Sundays being given to missionary work among the 
negroes on plantations near Albany. Some of the fruits of this work 
may be seen in the old records of St. Paul's Parish, where the names of 
many negro communicants appear-negroes who were owned by the 
Nightingales, the Lawtons and others. Their homes were on these 
plantations, and according to the custom of those days, they had no 
surnames but those of the masters. 

A few years after St. Paul's Parish was organized, Mr. J. S. Smith, 
of Rahway, N. J., gave an acre of land for a church and two acres for a 
rectory. The money necessary for the building of the church was soon 
subscribed and the building was erected, but it was several years before 
any action was taken in regard to the rectory. At last the two acres were 
sold to A. W. Muse and S. W. Gunnison, and a house much nearer the 
church was bought. The church was consecrated. 

Through the influence of Mrs. J. R. Sims (afterwards Mrs. 
Jennings), one of her friends (a lady of Baltimore whose name, 
unfortunately, is not known) gave the church a pipe organ. This organ, 
which was used until the new St. Paul's came into existence, was 
probably the first pipe organ that ever came to Southwest Georgia. In 
the summer of 1859, Mr. George was forced to resign on account of ill 
health. He was succeeded by Rev. George Macauley, the first rector of 
whom I have any distinct recollection. Mr. Macauley, I have been told 
recently, was a native of North Ireland; but he certainly had a Scotch 
accent, and this accent, combined with the soft 
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ness and drawl of the South, made a most pleasant and attractive voice. 
He was a good preacher and popular with his people. He was a 
member of the 51st regiment of the Confederacy from 1862 till after 
the Second Battle of Manassas. After this, having been put on the 
invalid list, he returned to Albany and took up the work he had laid 
down to join the Army. He resigned in 1871 and left Albany. 

A rather dramatic incident occurred during Mr. Macauley's 
incumbency. It was in May, 1865, and the Diocesan Convention, 
Bishop Elliott presiding, was in session in Albany. The town was 
garrisoned by United States troops, and while a service was going on 
in the church one morning, the congregation was startled by the sound 
of horses' hoofs and sharp military orders just outside. Then a body of 
cavalrymen marched in and took seats in the rear of the church. 
Bishop Elliott, who was conducting the service, calmly proceeded, and 
the subject of his sermon that followed was charity, or love. The 
soldiers remained in their seats until he had finished, and then in 
military formation marched out, and at the officer's command, mounted 
their horses and rode away. We never knew why they came: it may 
have been to learn if the prayer for the President of the United States, 
which forms a part of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer in our 
church, had taken the place of the one constituted for it during the 
days of the Confederacy, but, whatever their object, they were' plainly on 
military duty, and were satisfied with what they saw and heard. 
 From October, 1871, to the spring of 1873, Rev. W. H. Williams was 
rector of St. Paul's. He was succeeded by Rev. Mr. McClure, who 
remained only a few months. 

Rev. Thomas Goulding Pond came to the parish in September, 
1874, remaining here for about thirtee:1 years. Of all the rectors St. 
Paul's has ever had, I knew Mr. Pond most intimately, and I have never 
known a more faithful Christian, a more zealous priest, a more devoted 
husband and father, or a stauncher friend. The records of St. Paul's 
show what he did for the parish, and the people he served so faithfully 
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will not forget that service. He was a scholarly man, and he left his 
impress on his generation. He resigned in May, 1887, after which he 
did missionary work at Mount Airy and neighboring towns till his 
sudden death on Easter Even, 1894. He and his wife are buried in 
Albany, a place they always loved. 

Rev. W. E. Eppes, one of the most godly of men, succeeded Mr. 
Pond December 10, 1887. He was elderly and not strong when he 
came to the parish, but he made up in zeal what he lacked in physical 
strength. He remained here till May, 1894, and did not live very long 
after his resignation. 
 

Rev. H. Baldwin Dean followed Mr. Eppes as rector. He was full 
of zeal and energy, and, in the four years he was with the parish, he 
labored faithfully for its spiritual growth 
and temporal welfare. It was during his term of office that the old 
church building, with the acre of ground on which it stood, was sold to 
the Albany Hebrew Congregation (their synagogue is on it now) and a 
lot more centrally located was bought and the new St. Paul's was built. 

 
Mr. Dean's successor was Rev. Chas. T. Wright, whose term of 

service was longer than that of any rector the parish. has ever had. He 
was here about fifteen years, an-d, during that time, the church grew 
rapidly. As man and priest, he stood in the front ranks of the Church 
Militant, and his resignation was a great loss to the diocese. 

Rev. Gerald Cornell came after Mr. Wright. He was one of the 
most extremely ritualistic priests ever seen in this, or any other, diocese 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church. He was here only a short while. 

 
Rev. Newton Middleton succeeded Mr. Cornell. He was an 

exceedingly popular young man, and he accomplished much good 
while he was here. Mr. Middleton belongs to that modern class of 
ministers of whom we read oftener than we meet. He is athletic and 
aggressive, and is a great believer in caring for the body as well as the 
soul. His theological views are 
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entirely sound, but his way of expressing them is sometimes a little 
startling to the severely orthodox. There is no one word that describes Mr. 
Middleton so well as "wholesome." Every community needs many of his 
kind. He continued as rector until November 1, 1917, when he accepted a 
call to Portsmouth, Va. 

At this writing (1922) the parish is in charge of Rev. John Moore 
Walker, who assumed the rectorship February 1, 1918. 

A rectory is being purchased; the residence next to the church having 
been converted into a parish house during Mr. Wright's incumbency, and in 
the future it is hoped that a more extensive and convenient building may 
take the place of this present parish house. To this end and towards the 
purchase of a rectory, the ladies of the parish are active, a tea room having 
recently been undertaken. 

J. P. Nightingale, St. Paul's first senior warden, was descended from the 
Virginia Lees and Greens. 

A few years after the close of the War Between the States, the Glynn 
County family of Nightingales put a window in St. Mark's Church in 
memory of their father. Following a general custom of our church, this 
window over the altar embodied the name of the church-it represented St. 
Mark and what Mark Twain, in "Innocents Abroad," has irreverently called 
the "trade-mark" of that saint-a lion. One day not long after the window 
was put in place, two negroes, former slaves of Mr. Nightingale, came to 
the rectory and asked to be aIlowed to see this window. Mr. Lucas got the 
key of the church and went with them. When they stood before the object 
of their visit, they displayed more emotion than the occasion seemed to call 
for, but this was soon explained. "Enty ben des like ole Massa?" one of 
them feelingly said. "De ve'y spit 0' ole Massa," was the earnest reply. 
They had mistaken the saint's representation for a portrait of Mr. 
Nightingale, the lion representing "ole Massa's" favorite dog. 

Among the Jiving descendants of Y. G. Rust, the first junior warden, are 
Mrs. Ella Rust Hilsman, his daughter, and her 
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children-Lawrence Hilsman, Dr. Agnew Hilsman, Y. G. Hilsman and Mrs. 
John A. Davis. Another daughter, Mrs. Agnes Jones, was, for many years, 
the organist of St. Paul's. She is dead, but two sons, E. R. and R. L. Jones, 
are members of the parish. A son of Y. G. Rust, Youel C. Rust, who had 
spent his life in Albany, died recently. There are several greatgrandchildren 
and great-great-grandchildren. Dr. John P. Nelson and his brother, Dr. T. 
M. Nelson, lived in Albany a number of years after the organization of the 
parish. Dr. T. M. Nelson was the father of Albany's present T. M. Nelson. 
He was a lieutenant-colonel in the Confederate Army, and was killed in one 
of the last battles of the war.  He married a daughter of Colonel Tift and is 
buried in the Albany cemetery.  
 
W. W. Cheever was never married, I believe.  He built, on the highest point 
of the sand hills of Flint River, a handsome home with unusual 
conveniences for this part of the country in those days; but he never lived in 
it.  He died in the prime of his life, in 1863. It was his energy and liberality 
that first made possible by an Episcopal Church in Albany, and, until his 
timely death, he was its most generous supporter.   
 
One of Albany's first law firms (first in standing, as well as in priority) was 
that of Hines & Hobbs.  The senior member of this firm was the R. K. 
Hines, Jr., of St. Paul's first vestry.  His partner - who was also his brother 
in law, was the Richard Hobbs, who was for so many years a prominent 
member of St. Paul's, nearly always a vestryman, whom we knew best as 
"Captain Hobbs."  He commanded a company in the Confederate Army and 
gave an arm to the "Lost Cause."  His widow, their daughters and son are 
still living in Albany.   
 
The widow of Dr. W. S. Lawton lived in Albany sometime after the war, 
but she married a Northern man who took her away.   
 
    I have no recollection of Dr. C. Harris or of Col. J. C. Brooks, but I 
remember the daughters of Hon. Garnett Andrews  
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Robert A. Beers, a Northern man, was made junior warden in 1854. He 
was the senior member of the firm of Beers & Brinson, a dry goods firm 
that did business here until some time after the war. Mr. Beers died in New 
Haven, Conn., only a few years ago, at the age of ninety-two years. 

Mrs. J. R. Sims, whose second husband was Dr. Jennings, has already 
been mentioned among the church's earliest members. She was an 
indefatigable worker, and godmother to half the children in the parish. One 
of her self-imposed tasks, never neglected while she lived in the parish, was 
to keep the altar of St. Paul's supplied with flowers. She died, long ago. 

No history of St. Paul's could be complete without mentioning the 
names of Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Welch, Sr., for no couple ever did more for the 
prosperity of the parish. They gave largely of their time, their money and 
their zeal, and their places have never been quite filled. 

For many years after the war, when the church was very weak-
numerically and financially- To D. DuPont was one of the few men who came 
to communion. He, his wife and their daughter gave liberally and 
systematically, and it was seldom, almost never, that they missed a service. 

From those days till now, N. F. Tift has nearly always been a member 
of the vestry, and all the members of that rather numerous family were 
zealous adherents of the church. 

The Halls, the Warrens, the Cromwells, the Cutliffs and the Chester 
Clarks were of that period of St. Paul's history, and nearly all these families 
have representatives in the parish now. 

For a small parish, the music of St. Paul's has nearly always been 
exceptionally good. Mrs. Agnes Rust Jones was probably the first regular 
organist the church ever had. After her death Mrs. T. N. Woolfolk (a 
daughter of Col. Tift) took her place, which she filled for several years. Of 
late years they have paid organists, and a few of the singers, also, have been 
paid. Of those who gave their services gratuitously, Mrs. B. M. Cromwell is 
most noted. She came to Albany with her husband shortly after their 
marriage and remained here 
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until some of their children were grown. Her voice, a clear soprano, had 
been carefully trained, and it was the delight of all who knew her. She was 
modest and unassuming, but was always willing to sing when asked. A 
pathetic incident that occurred during her stay here gave an insight to Mrs. 
Cromwel1's thorough kindness of heart. A lady of another communion was 
dying a lingering death. She was very slightly acquainted with Mrs. 
Cromwell, and their homes were almost the length of Albany apart; but a 
few hours before her death, she expressed a wish to hear Mrs. Cromwell 
sing, and wondered if she would come if they sent for her. A messenger 
went, and Mrs. Cromwell came as quickly as it was possible to get there. 
She sang one hymn after another (there was no accompaniment) to which 
the dying. woman listened eagerly, til1 the dark waters had almost closed 
over her. Very few in Albany ever heard of this incident. I had the story 
from a member of the family of the woman who died.  

Among some of the other singers who gave of their talents to St. Paul's 
are Mrs. R. K. Hines, Mrs. Lou Warren, Mrs. A. E. Rawson, Mr. Henry 
Welch, Capt. J. T. Hester, Miss Nella Cutliff, Miss Sue DuPont, Mrs. 
Chester Clark, Mrs. Mary Collins, afterwards Mrs. S. E. Bush, and Miss 
Hattie Hall. Of all these only Mrs. Clark and Miss Cutliff are living. While 
Mr. Wright was rector he organized a vested choir of men, women, boys 
and girls. This, with several changes among the members, is still in 
existence, and it has proven most satisfactory. 

St. Paul's Guild, composed of the ladies in the church, has been a 
powerful factor in the material prosperity of the parish. It was organized in 
1878, and has been in successful operation ever since. Mrs. Nicholas 
Cruger was its first president and Mrs. Jennings its first vice-president. 

The old St. Paul's stood in a spacious grove of oaks, and it was in the 
shade of these trees that the children's Easter festivals, and other similar 
affairs, were held. There was a notable gathering here when St. Paul's 
celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. Mr. Pond was rector at that time, 
and he and the first two rectors (Mr. George and Mr. Macauley) 
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were present, and almost the entire parish, with many outside friends, were 
with them. In connection with this event, there had been an impressive 
service in the church the previous Sunday, conducted by the three rectors 
just mentioned. 

It will perhaps be of interest finally to mention the memorials that have 
been placed in the present edifice to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of former rectors and members of the parish. 

The altar cross, inscribed, "In memoriam-Our little ones who have 
fallen asleep; Advent, 1885," and the two large vases to those members of 
the parish who died between Advent, 1885, and Easter, 1887, were given 
by the Sunday School, and were brought from the old church. 

The silver communion .service to Mrs. Sarah Fenwick J ennings 
(November 19, 1893) by members of the parish and Sunday School, 
brought from the old church. 
 A smaller vase to Eddie Phillips by his sister, Miss Belle 
Phillips. . 
 Two vases of similar size to Miss Hilda Rivers Wright, by 
Mrs. Henry A. Tarver. 
 A book rest to Allie Lou Mongin by her mother, Mrs. 
Mattie Mongin. 

The altar service book to little Elizabeth Tarver by her sister, Mrs. Wm. 
M. Fitch, and the large Bible on the lectern by Mrs. Fitch to her mother, Mrs. 
Annie Rawson Tarver. 
 The marble credence table to Captain and Mrs. Youel G. 
 Rust, by their children. 
 The Bishop's chair to Captain John T. Hester, by friends. 
 The Rector's chair to Captain T. Dehon Dupont and "Miss 
Sue Marion Dupont, by Mrs. T. D. Dupont. 
 The altar rail, to Rev. William E. Eppes, by society .of 
young girls in the Sunday School. 
 The prayer desk to Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Goulding Pond, 
by their children. 
 A window in the south wall to Rev. and Mrs. George 
Macaulay, by their children. 



HISTORY OF DOUGHERTY COUNTY          257 
 
 
 The handsome brass and oak pulpit is to Mr. John Randolph Whitehead, by 
his wife. 
 The litany desk also to him by his children, Miss Cena Whitehead and John 
Randolph Whitehead. 
 Mr. Whitehead gave the lectern in memory of his parents,  
Mr. and Mrs..John Randolph Whitehead. 
 The choir stalls and rector's seat are to Captain Richard Hobbs, by his wife 
and children. 
 The baptismal ewer is to little Elizabeth Tarver, by the infant class of the 
Sunday School. 

The large window. in the south wall is composed of the chancel window of 
the former church building, erected to Mr. 

Henry E. Welch, by Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Welch, and the smaller ones to Mrs. 
Louisa C. Cromwell and Mrs. Agnes D. Jones. 

 The rose window in the north gable is to Col. and Mrs. Nelson Tift, by their 
children. 

The large window above the front door by Captain and Mrs. Richard Hobbs 
to their little son, Henry Tarver, and to . Mrs. Mary deCoursy Hobbs and Mr. 
Henry A. Tarver, the mother of Captain Hobbs and the father of Mrs. Hobbs. 
 The tiling in the vestibule to Mr. H. Nott Parker, by the congregation. 

Two groups of three candlesticks on the altar were given by Mrs. Samuel 
Hall Tift to her two little sons and to her mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Cruger 
Westbrook. 
 The two large candlesticks for the Eucharistic lights are gifts, but not 
memorials. 
 The receiving basin and a set of stoles given in memory of Mrs. Elizabeth C. 
Johnston, by her daughter. 
 Organizations. 

The Altar Guild, Auxiliary, Men's Class and Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 
recently organized, are all interesting departments of the church and in their 
various channels are accomplishing much good. 

 
MISS EMMA SUTTON. 

 


