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nated Abraham Lincoln.
Following all these disturbances in the National Democratic party's
membership in this state and other sections, three nominees were put up for
President, each having ardent supporters among all the slave-holding states.
Douglas and Johnson, Bell and Elliot, and Breckenridge and Lane,
all had their votes and were upheld in Georgia respectively by Stephens,
Hill, and Toombs. These Georgians stumped the state for their favorites,
all coming to Columbus. Douglas accompanied by Stephens addressid a
large gathering from the porch of the Oglethorpe Hotel. Hill and
Toombs at other times spoke from the same place.
The result of the campaign in Georgia was the selection of a Breckenridge and Lane electoral ticket at the Democratic State convention on August 8, 1860. Peyton H.Colquitt and his brother, Alfred H. Colquitt,
were both delegates, though from different counties.
At the subsequent Douglas and Johnson convention many supporters
went over to the Breckenridge and Lane ticket, among them A. H.
Chappell, one of the most ardent leaders.
The result of the national election came eventually, however, and
Lincoln and Hamlin were announced victorious. The effect on the South
was instantaneous and maddening. The Georgia legislature, the same as
of 1 8 59, assembled and made Gen. C. J. Williams, of Columbus, Speaker
of the House, in place of I. T. Irwin who had died.
The main action of the legislature was the calling of a convention of
the people of the state to be held January 16th, 1861, at Milledgeville to
take up the matter of union or secession.
A committee on the State of Republic called together the leaders
throughout the state asking them to propose practical and conciliatory measures and suggest a program for the legislature to follow. Besides Toombs,
Stephens, Lumpkin, Brown and other leaders, the names of H. L. Benning,
M. J. Crawford, and J. H. Howard were included.
The calling of a convention was recommended by the committee in
an address with a preamble as follows:
"Whereas, the present crisis over National affairs, in the judgment of
this General Assembly, demands resistance; and, whereas, it is the privilege
2nd right of the sovereign people to determine thereupon the mode, measure and time of such resistance-''
The legislature then began to look to practical matters for the approaching conflict. R. E. Dixon, of Muscogee, was prominent in this
legislature as a critic of Governor Brownysmethods.
The general mind of the people of Georgia on the subject of secession
was divided. A majority were against disunion, and included H. V.
Johnson, Stephens, and Hill. Stephens made a masterful address before
the Georgia legislature opposing secession.
Dr. Lovick Pierce, "the powerful Methodist divine," gave his influence
toward preserving the Union and for this action was particularly criticized
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by the press. These taunts were vindictive on the part of the newspapers
who were trying to prove Dr. Pierce's inconsistency in the matter on account of his urging separation of Northern and Southern Methodists in
1844 because of the formersJ treatment of Bishop Andrews as a slaveholder.
On the other hand, there were just as powerful leaders favoring
separation, among them were Howell Cobb, L. C. Gartrell, and ex-Gov.
Wilson Lumpkin.
Even
however, the people as a whole were not decided and it
was necessary that a strong partisan of one faction or the other take the
field and swing the general public to his views.
Such a person was Robert Toombs, supported by the like views and
scarcely less powerful eloquence of William Yancy, of Alabama. Their
strongest objection was centered in the idea that the Republicans were
willing to guarantee against further interference with slavery and that
this should be tested before final separation was decided upon. Secession
leaders immediately set about to destroy this notion and Iverson and Crawford were among those from this state who asserted that there was no alternative for secession.
Before January 16, 1861 when the Georgia convention was slated to
meet and decide the matter of secession, the states of South Carolina,
Mississippi, Florida, and Alabama had already drawn out of the nation.
The news of the secession of South Carolina reached Columbus on
Decergber 23rdJ and that night the city was a center of wild celebration of
the event.
The city was brilliantly illuminated and various patriotic devices were
displayed in lighted effects. A mass meeting of townsmen was held in the
Temperance Hall, to which the local military companies came in full uniform. Eloquent and spirited addresses featured the session.
~ o r c h l i ~ process~ons,
ht
fireworks and bonfires gave evidence as to the
state of mind of most of the citizens.
The three local papers were evenly divided on the matter-the
"Times" being in favor of secession, the "Enquirer" for co-operation, and
the "Sun", having one editor for each faction.
The Georgia convention assembled according to schedule on January
16, 1861. Ex-Gov. George W. Crawford presided and A. R. Lamar,
of Columbus, was secretary. The body of men composing the secession
convention was the most able and eloquent aggregation of statesmen and
leaders assembled in Georgia. All factions were represented. H. L.
Benning, Jas. N. Ramsey, and A. S. Rutherford were the Secession delegates from Muscogee and Hines Holt, N. L. Howard and Porter Ingram
represented the Co-operationists.
After much serious d'iscussion the decision to secede was finally made
and the colonial flag of the state run up over the building, where the session
m s held.
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President Crawford of the convention appointed a committee to draw
up an ordinance of secession. There were seventeen members, Judge E.
A. Nisbet being chairman. Benning was a member of the committee.
The committee submitted the following Ordinance of Secession:
"To dissolve the Union between the State of Georgia and other States
united with her under a compact of Government entitla, (The Constitution
of the United States of America'.
"We the people of the State of Georgia, in Convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared a_nd ordained;
"That the ordinance adopted by the people of the State of Georgia in
Convention on the second day of January, in the year of our Lord 1788,
whereby the Constitution of the United States of America was assented to,
ratified and adopted; and also all acts and parts of acts of the General
Assembly of this State ratifying and adopting amendments of the said
Constitution, are hereby repealed, rescinded and abrogated.
"We do further declare and ordain, That the union now subsisting between
the State of Georgia and other States, under the name of the United States
of America, is hereby dissolved, and' that the State of Georgia is in the full
possession and exercise of all those rights of sovereignty, which belong and
appertain to a free and independent State."
The vote was 944 to 459 in favor of disunion. The ordinance was
passed January 19th.
Two nights afterward, Columbus was again the scene of excited celebration. With all sorts of illuminations, torch light processions, firing of
cannon, military parades, and numerous speeches the city showed its approval of secession.
After the withdrawal of the states singly, it was realized that the
greatest need of the slave-holding section was for union.
A southern convention was.called to meet in Montgomery, Alabama,
February 4th, and delegates were elected to represent the seceding states,
The Second District of Georgia was represented by Martin J. Crawford.
Commissioners were also named at the state convention to be sent to
other Southern States who had not seceded. Benning was delegated to
go to Virginia.
When this state seceded it became necessary for the members of Congress to withdraw. All of the representatives withdrew except Joshua Hill
who resigned. M. J. Crawford was a representative at the time.
Iverson and Toombs, Senators, also withdrew.
At the Southern Convention in Montgomery the Confederate States
of America formed a union and Jefferson Davis was made President.
Alexander H. Stephens was elected Vice-President and Robert Toombs
appointed Secretary of State. They were inaugurated as heads of the Pro-
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visional Government, February 18th.
One of the first acts of the new government was the appointment of
a commission of three, following a resolution of the provisional Congress,
to go to Washington and confer with President Lincoln as to means of an
alliance between the Confederate States and the United States. Though
the radical elements of both sections were preparing for war, the more conservative desired' a peaceful settlement, if possible.
The commission was composed of Martin J. Crawford', of Georgia,
John Forsyth, of Alabama, and A. B. Roman, of Louisiana. Mr. Crawford did not want to accept the office, but was finally persuaded by Toombs.
Forsyth was a resident of Columbus for a while in the 'forties.
President Davis' appointment of the commissioners with the resolutions calling for them follows :
"Executive Department,
"Montgomery, Ala., February 25, 1861.
"Hon. Howell Cobb, President of the Congress.
"Sir: I hereby transmit for the advice of the Congress the following
nominations of Commissioners to the government of the United States of
America in accordance with the resolution of Congress providing for such
commission, and declaratory of the purposes thereof: A. B. Roman, of
Louisiana; M. J. Crawford, of Georgia; John Forsyth, of Alabama.
"Jefferson Davis."
THERESOLUTION
"A resolution for the Appointment of Commissioners to the government of the United States of America.
"Resolved by the Confederate States of America in Congress Assembled, That it is the sense of this Congress that a commission of three persons
be appointed by the President elect, as early as may be convenient after his
inauguration and sent to the government of the United States of America,
for the purpose of negotiating friendly relations between that government
and the Confederate States of America, and for the settlement of all questions of disagreement between the two governments upon principles of
right, justice, equity, and good faith.
"Adopted February 15, 186 1."
"Montgomery, February 2 7, 18 6 1.
"The President of the United States:
"Being animated by an earnest desire to unite and bind together our
respective countries by friendly ties, I have appointed M. J. Crawford,
one of our most settled and trustworthy citizens, as special commissioner
of the Confederate States of America to the Government of the United
States; and I have now the honor to introduce him to you, and to ask for
him a reception and treatment corresponding to his station and to the purpose for which he is sent. Those purposes he will more particularly explain to you. Hoping that through his agency, and Sc. (sic)
"Jefferson Davis.
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"For the purpose of establishing friendly relations between the Confedkrate States and the United States, and reposing special trust, &c.,
Martin J. Crawford, John Forsyth, and A. B. Roman are appointed special
commissioners of the Confederate States to the United States.
"I have invested them with full and all manner of power and authority for and in the name of the Confederate States to meet and confer with
any person or persons duly authorized by the government of the United
States being furnished with like powers and authority, and with them to
agree, treat, consult and negotiate of and concerning all matters and' subjects interesting to both nations, and to conclude and sign a treaty, or
treaties, convention or conventions, touching the premises, transmitting the
same to the President of the Confederate States for his final ratification by
and with the consent of the Congress of the Confederate States.
"Given under my hand at the city of Montgomery this 27th day of
February A. D., 1861, and of the Independence of the Confederate States,
the eighty-fifth.
"Jefferson Davis.
"Robert Toombs, Secretary of State."
These three men went to Washington as directed and arrived about
the time of Lincoln's inauguration. They waited a few days before communicating with the new President and on March 12th, addres_sed a communication to the Secretary of State, William H. Seward, asking for an appointment. Three days later Seward' declined any official communication
in what he called a uMemorandum." Until April 8th, Seward refused to
come to any definite settlement with the commissioners, they meanwhile
having been pledged by the United States government that Fort Sumter
occupied by Federal troops, would be given over to the Confederacy and
affairs settled between the two sections in a peaceful fashion.
They had learned through non-governmental sources that while they
were being detained, war supplies were being sent southward by the Fedkral
government, and were highly alarmed at the proceedings.
Crawf ord's message to General Beauregard shows the general feeling of the commissioners:
"Washington, April 8, 186 1.
"Accounts uncertain, because of the constant vacillation of this government. We were reassured yesterday that the status of Sumter would not
be changed without previous notice to Governor Pickens, but we have no
faith in them. The war policy prevails in the Cabinet at this time.
"M. J. Crawford."
On the same date Crawford sent this message to Beauregard, the
Confederate commissioners received a communication from Seward dated
March 15th which had been delayed, with their consent, they hoping
for a more amicable attitude.
This document reiterated the intention of the Secretary of State not
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to treat with the representatives of the Southern States.
The next day the exasperated commissioners addressed a reply to
Seward which was an acceptance of "the gauge of battle thus thrown down
to themyy.
Extracts from the communication follow:
"Without repeating the contents of that note (which the commissioners had sent to Seward) in full, it is enough to say here that its object
was to invite the Government of the United States to a friendly consideration of the relations between the United States and the seven States
..
lately of the Federal Union. .
"Those relations had to be friendly or hostile. . . . . The Government of the Confederate States had no hesitation in electing its choice in
this alternative. Frankly and unreservedly, seeking the good of the people
who had entrusted them with power, in the spirit of humanity, of the
Christian civilization of the age, and of that Americanism which regards the
true welfare and happiness of the people, the Government of the Confederate States among its first acts, commissioned the undersigned to approach the Government of the United States with the Olive Branch of
Peace, and to offer to adjust the great questions pending between them in
the only way to be justified by the consciences and common sense of good
men who had nothing but the welfare of the people of the two Confederacies at heart.
"Your Government has not chosen to meet the undersigned in the
..
conciliatory and peaceful spirit in which they are commissioned.
Had you met these issues with the frankness and manliness with which the
unde;signed were instructed to present them to you, and treat them, the
undersigned had not now the melancholy duty to return home and tell
their Government and their countrymen that their earnest and ceaseless
efforts in behalf of peace had been futile, and that the Government of the
TJnited States meant to subjugate them by the force of arms. Whatever
may be the resort, impartial history will record the innocence of the Government of the Confederate States, and place the responsibility of the
blood' and mourning that may ensue upon those who have denied the great
fundamental doctrine of American Liberty, that 'Governments derive
their just powers from the consent of the governedy, and have set naval
and land armaments in motion to subject the people of one portion of this
land to the will of another portion. That that can never be done while a
freeman survives in the Confederate States to wield a weapon, the undersigned appeal to past history to prove.
"These military demonstrations against the people of the Seceded
States are certainly far from being in keeping and consistency with the
theory of the Secretary of State, maintained in his Memoradum, that these
States are still component parts of the American Union, as the undersigned
are not aware of any constitutional power in the President of the United
States to levy war, without the consent of Congress, upon a foreign people,

...

.

...
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much less upon any portion of the People of the United States.
it . . . . . . . The undersigned would omit the performance of an
obvious duty were they to fail to make known to the Government of the
United States that the people of the Confederate States had declared their
Independence with the full knowledge of all the responsibilities of that
act, and with as firm a determination to maintain it by all the means with
which nature has endowed them as that which sustained their Fathers when
they threw off the authority of the British Crown.
tL
. . . . . . . Your refusal to entertain these overtures for a peaceful solution, the active military preparation of this Government, and a
formal notice to the Commanding General of the Confederate forces in
the harbor of Charleston that the President intends to provision Fort
Sumter by forcible means, if necessary, are view by the undersigned, and
can only be received by the world, as a declaration of war upon the Confederate States; for the President of the United States knows that Fort
Sumter cannot be provisioned without the effusion of blood. The undersigned, in behalf of their Government and people, accept the gauge of battle
thus thrown down to them; and appealing to God and the judgment of
mankind for the righteousness of their cause, the people of the Confederate
States will defend their liberties to the last against this flagrant and open
attempt at their subjugation to sectional p,ower."
With no other course open to them but war, the people of the South
immediately united to form the means of meeting the expected invasion.
In Georgia where secession had long and ably been fought, the two factions
forgot their enmity when it became necessary to organize for defense.
I n January of 1861, about a week after the signing of the Ordinance
of Secession, Governor Brown called for troops and appointed Brig. Gen.
Charles J. Williams among the first officers to have charge of troops.
The state convention meeting in Savannah to adopt the Confederate
Constitution and to revise that of the state, authorized the equiping of two
regiments.
The First Regiment Georgia Regulars, was thus turned over to the
Confederate government on March 5, 1861 with Col. Charles J. Williams
of ~olumbus<ncommand.
Numerous other companies were shortly organized. Except for a
few guns, etc., Governor Brown was unable to equip the troops at the first
with suitable weapons, and so, he armed them with the famous "Joe Brown
pikes." Later, arms were secured. The local military companies and those
of other cities had their own equipment but for some months the Joe Brown
pikes were the only weapons that some of the Georgia troops had.
In November, prior to the date of secession, the Southern Guard
was formed in Columbus, and the older military companies joined it.
There were four organizations of that nature in the city at the time-The
Columbus Guards, Capt. Paul J. Semmes; City Light Guards, Capt. Peyton
Colquitt; United Rifles, Captain Wilkes; and Georgia True Grays, Captain
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Andrews. The two first named were among the first called out at the beginning of the war.
Just before the disunion strife, Columbus was the scene of much activity in the religious world.
In May, 1854 the Methodist General Conference was held here.
Three of the eminent divines were elected Bishops. Drs. George F. Pierce,
H. H. Kavanaugh and J. Early received this honor.
Dr. Pierce was the son of Dr. Lovick Pierce and was well known in
Columbus having lived here a number of years. At the time of his election as a Bishop he was President of Emory University. H e had succeeded'
Augustus B. Longstreet, the second head of the institution. Later, Dr.
Pierce was called to be the first president of the Wesleyan Wornens' College
in Macon, the first institution to confer college degrees on women.
Robert Toombs regarded Bishop George F. Pierce the most symmetrical man he ever knew: "the handsomest in person, the most gifted in
intellect, and the purest in life."
At this session Dr. Young J. Allen announced himself a candidate for
the mission field in China. H e was only eighteen years of age. A year
afterward he became engaged to Miss Mollie Hampton, who was fifteen,
and until he was sent abroad by his church, they made plans for spending
their lives as missionaries to the Chinese. Mrs. Allen was well educated
herself and devote much interest to the education of the Oriental women.
. Dr. Allen's work was so acceptable to the Chinese that they entrusted
many important missions to him and reverened him for many years. His
literary work on various phases of the life and affairs among his associates
is quite voluminous. H e died in the United States, May 30, 1907, aged
seventy-one years.
I t was also decided at the Conference that the Methodist Book Concern be located in Nashville, Tennessee.
In April of 1859 the Georgia Baptist Convention was held here and
delegates from many districts attended.
The same year saw the establishment of the Jews in Columbus. There
were some twenty families, it was stated, and they consecrated a temporary
house of worship in June. Efforts were put forth to build a Synagogue.
Rabbi I. 2. Steinheimer was in Columbus at the time.
In spite of the uneasiness created by the anticipation of war, the industrial progress of Columbus did not lag.
The interest of the city in railroad's, manufacturing and banking grew
each year. The third railroad came to Columbus from Opelika during this
period. This was the Montgomery and West Point railroad. Judge
Iverson was President.
There were numerous fire losses among the manufacturies followed' by
immediate rebuilding.
One of the largest transactions in the commercial field was in 1860.
T h e Eagle Manufacturing company purchased the Howard Factory and
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began to operate both concerns.
The "Enquirern said:
"We understand that these united Fadories .run 10,000 cotton and
1,300 woolen spindles; that they have 282 looms weaving cotton and woolen goods; that they consume nine bales of cotton and 1,000 pounds of wool
per day, and' employ 500 hands, at an expense of $240 per day for their
labor. The capital employed is $375,O 00."
In 1856 the Bank of Columbus was chartered by act of the State Legislature and William H. Young was made president. This bank continues
today as the First National Bank. Mr. Young was also responsible for the
Georgia Home Insurance company and the building of the bank which is
one of the most attractive structures in the city.
The bank directors were as follows :
John McGough, J. T. Hudson, William Rankin, William H. Young,
J. Ennis, R. M. Gunby, S. J. Hatcher, J. P. Illges and J. N. Barnett.
Of the several railroad wrecks in the early history of that industry in
Columbus, that at Randall's Creek in 1858 was the worst. I t occurred the
last day of the year about sixteen miles east of the city. Heavy rains had
undermined the trestle and several cars fell into the swollen stream. Of
the forty passengers some twelve or fourteen were killed. The survivors
caught to trees or limbs until they could be rescued. The famous race
horse, Moidore, owned by a Mr. Pryor, was lost in this wreck.
Racing at the time was a very thrilling part of the social life of the
city. Each year many noted horses were brought to Columbus to compete
with those locally owned. I n April of 1857 interest was centered on three
fine horses. The event was over a four mile course and winnings totaled
$2,250.
One of the last duels of the section was fought during that year in
South Carolina between two well known Columbus men. J. P. Hendricks
and 0. S. Kimbrough sought to settle their dispute the 23rd of January,
by means of rifles at forty paces. The former was wounded at the second
fire, and died shortly afterward.
In 1854 ex-President Filmore with John P. Kennedy, who had been
Secretary of the Navy during his administration were guests of the city.
Their entertainment cost the city some $1,007.10 of which the council paid
$728.10. The remaining amount was covered by "the sale of tickets to a
soiree". And thus were those who had been Presidents of the United States
entertained!
The year 1855 marked' the passing of one of Georgia's most famous
jurists. Judge Walter T. Colquitt, who had been connected with the city
even before its founding died at his home in Macon on May 5th. H e was
buried in Columbus.
The state Supreme Court recorded the following resolutions when
his death was announced :
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The death of the Honorable WALTERT. COLQUITT,
a member of this
Bar, was announced this morning by the Hon. G. E. Thomas, who moved
the appointment of a committee to prepare and report resolutions in relation
thereto, which was seconded by Col. Seaborn Jones.
Whereupon, the Court moved as a committee the following gentlemen,
viz: Hon. G. E. Thomas, Col. Seaborn Jones, Wm. Dougherty, B. Hill,
B. H. Hill, G. M. Dudley and T. R. R. Cobb, Esqs.
The committee to whom was referred the duty of reporting to the
Court a suitable preamble and resolution, in commemoration of the life and
character of the Honorable WALTERT. COLQUITT,
whom death has not
long since removed from our midst, respectfully report:
That our much beloved and sincerely lamented brother, the Honorable
was one of the peculiar men of his age. H e was
WALTERT. COLQUITT,
strongly and distinctly marked in character, and eminently qualified to leave
his impress on the theatre of life. His indomitable will and great moral
courage, placed him on high ground in all great emergencies.
But, alas! "Death enters and there is no defense." Neither genius,
nor talents, nor moral worth, nor beauty can escape the inevitable-doom:
"Dust thou art and to dust shalt thou return." Death is said "to love a
shining mark." A mighty man has fallen! After a severe and protracted
conflict, which he bore with Christian fortitude and meekness, he yielded
up his life to Him who gave, and whose sovereign right it was to take it
away.
The event, though not unexpected, was nevertheless painful. Who
that knew him, did not love him! who that loved, does not lament his departure! His seat is here become vacant; his voice is here hushed, and
that forever. Called away in the noon of his manhood-in the midst of his
usefulness. What a chasm is made! not only in the Court, but also in the
family circle, and in the public councils.
Of his social qualities, how shall we speak? Of a warm and generous
disposition, his heart leaped at once into every enterprise of benevolence;
his charity embraced all conditions of want and wretchedness.
Of his intellectzcal endowments, we do not exaggerate when we say
that he possessed a strong, vigorous, discriminating mind--an intellect
which had lightning speed and power. In the Court room or in the Senate
Chamber, he was alike the fearless and able advocate, the firm and' unyielding patriot. Always the same great original, he was, as occasion required,
peculiar, striking, overwhelming. His eloquence sometimes resembled
"the music," sometimes "the thunder of the spheres."
As a Jzcry advocate, in the defense of life and liberty, he had few
~
saved
equals and no superior. More than all, he was a C h r i s t k z sinner
by grace. And if he ever wandered from the straight and narrow path,
(and who has not?) none repented more sincerely, none made restitution
sooner than he. Religion bore his fainting spirits up when all earthly
props gave way. This sustained-this never failed him.
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"Our life's a dream, a morning flower,
Cut down and withered in an hour."
But this Amwanthifie flower blooms the brighter as the hand of death
approaches, and sheds a sweet perfume around the cold precincts of "the
noisome tomb.'' "The chamber where the good man meets his fate, is
privileged beyond the common walks of life, quite in the verge of Heaven."
H e died, "being full of the Holy Ghost," and left the world in triumph!
"There is a life above,
And all that life is love."
This mournful Providence speaks to us, his surviving brethren, in a language not to be misunderstood, "Be ye also ready." Let not the lesson be
lost-but, giving heed, let us love and adore-knowing that our Heavenly
Father does all things for the best.
1. Resolved, That while we sincerely sympathize with the bereaved
we will cherish in our hearts the memory and the virtues of our decease
Brother.
2. Resolved, That as a perpetual record of our love and admiration
of him, we respectfully ask of this Honorable Court the privilege of having
this preamble and these resolutions spread on the Minutes of this Court.
3. Resolved, That a copy of the same be ma& out and signed by the
Clerk of this Court, and be by him forwarded to the family of the deceased.
Also, a copy for publication to the papers in Columbus and Macon.

d

These resolutions were passed during the time Judge Benning was
one of the three justices of the Georgia Supreme Court. H e was appointed
in 1853 and was the youngest judge ever named to the office.
The year of 1860 saw the close of a great regime in the state. For the
next four years the country was torn by civil war which resulted in total
demolition of the system of life in the South and for several decades this
section was handicapped by readjustment conditions.
A Federal census for that year, gave Columbus a white population
of 5,674 slaves, 3,265 free negroes, 100 being a total of 9,039. Muscogee county's population was rated at 17,039.
T h e tax returns of the county for this year showed:
First quality . . . 1,983
Second quality . 2,568
Third quality . . 27,926
Pine land . . . . .176,883
Value of land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,8 00,474.0 0
Value of city property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,415,625.00
Value of slaves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,203,35 0.00
Amount of money and solvent debts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,076,128.00
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Amount of merchandise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,O 7 8,90 5.0 0
17,920.00
Amount of shipping or tonnage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
All other capital invested in stock of any kind . . . . . . . 548,115.00
Value of household and kitchen furniture over $300.00 139,200.00
Value of other property not enumerated . . . . . . . . . . . . 407,796.00
.
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,687,486.00

A characteristically Southern industry in Columbus which was destroyed by the war was the slave traffic.
In 1848 there were laws which regulated' this business and two years
afterward there was a great deal of local discussion occasioned by the increase in the trade.
At the time the city ordinances included laws that no slave should
have lights in their houses after ten o'clock. A curfew law had already
been passed which forbade their presence in the streets after nine o'clock
at night. In case these provisions were not heeded, not only were the offenders punished, but their owners were likewise called to account.
Another enactment forbade the exposure of slaves for sale on the
~treetsby dealers who might thus advertise their excellencies.
Though the centers of the slave trade here changed from time to time,
three of the locations are referred to by the older citizens.
On Broadway next to the northwest corner of Twelfth street, where
,the Payne Clothing Company is at present, was the establishment of (S. B.)
Hatcher and (A. C.) McGehee. Further down the same street between
Tenth and Elwenth at the present location of the Standard Tailoring
company was the (A. K.) Ayer concern.
The Ayer Auction House was said to be located at the old Loeb and
Kern's corner.
Mr. Ayer lived on the southwest corner of Third avenue and Eleventh
street and oh his rear premises had erected' a high brick wall for the purpose
of enclosing his slaves when they were not in the market place. On top of
the wall pieces of broken bottles were cemented so that the negroes could
not climb over the wall and escape. A part of this enclosure remains to
:he present day.
nothe her slave market was at the west end of Dillingham street
bridge, and as late as 1898 the building was still there with a sign easily
read, "Negroes Bought, Sold and Hired Here".
A prospective purchaser would often attend the sales accompanied by
a physician who examined the slave to be bought in order that the $1,500
or $2,500 invested might not be thrown away on property bringing no
returns.
Col. Allen C. McGehee, who was part owner of one of the local
slave markets, was also one of the last to give up the importation of negroes
from Africa. Col. C. A. L. Lamar, of Savannah, who had many relatives
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and friends in Columbus, and who lost his life in defense of the city in
1865, was one of Colonel McGehee's partners.
In 1858 a company composed of Colonel McGehee, Mr. Lamar, with
Richardson Dickerson of Richmond, Virginia, and Benjamin Davis, of
Charleston, South Carolina, formed a company and purchased the slave
ship "Wanderer", one of the fastest on the Atlantic ocean.
This business smacked of piracy and was entirely in opposition to laws
passed by the United States government. Ship owners who were caught
trafficing in slaves were charged with a capital offense.
However, the "Wanderer" owners had about decided that the South
was no longer governed by the United States and all were ardent secessionists considering themselves with many others of their states unfriendly
and treacherously treated by the Federal government.
Captain Semmes, a brother of Admiral Raphael Semmes, was secured
to have charge of the expedition, and the details were left to him. H e was
said to be well known in the trade and widely experienced.
. At a regatta in Brunswick in the summer of 1858, Captain Semmes
pretended that he wanted to enter his vessel, but because it was considered
of a better type than others participating he was not allowed to enter the
race.
This was exactly as he desired, for he was searching out a place where
the ('Wanderer" might anchor on her return voyage and not be discovered. Such a place of seclusion was found along the banks of the Ogeechee river.
Soon afterward, Captain Semmes purchased a lot of trinkets and gewgaws of all kinds, brass wire, bright clothes, beads, bandannas, etc. These
he placed on board the slave ship which embarked for Africa with a trusted
crew.
Captain Semmes with a few others boarded another vessel and sailed
for the same coast under a false pretext. On landing they worked their
way down the coast to the Congo and the chief town of King Dahomey.
This monarch was said to be very easy to deal with as he loved' rum and
the display of the goods brought by the traders.
At the time appointed the king had secured 750 men and women from
thirteen to eighteen years of age for which he was paid from one to three
dollars a head in beads, etc. These poor wretches had been collected from
the interior.
They were lodged aboard the "Wanderer" and before reaching this
country more than fifty had died of the heat and the filth of the vessel,
and despair at leaving their native land. Their bodies were thrown overboard to the sharks and other denizens of the deep, naked and with no
sign of burial rites.
The "Wanderer" carried in her locker the flags of all the maritime
nations so she could respond in case any vessel hailed her. However, she
made such good speed that she arrived off the Georgia coast with no in-
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terruptions to her voyage.
The vessel ran up the Ogeechee river to the shelter selected by Captain
Semmes and he immediately communicatd with Mr. Lamar, who was said
to be the "prime moverv of the expedition.
On learning of the arrival of the "Wanderer", Lamar arranged a big
ball in Savannah and all the officers of the fort guarding the entrance to
the river were invited. During the festivities the slave ship slipped by the
guns and made her way up to the Lamar plantation as had been planned.
There the negroes were unloaded and turned over to the slaves already working in the rice fields. They were taught as much of the English
language as they could learn in a short while, and instructed how to wear
clothes. The latter did' not appeal to them at all.
When they had been thus trained they were sent to the slave markets
in New Orleans and sold' again.
This first voyage of the "Wanderer" proved to be a most profitable
Genture for her owners and associates. Captain Semrnes was paid $3,500
and each owner made $10,000. The round trip was made in about a year.
Slaves that had cost from one to three dollars finally brought from six to
seven hundred dollars apiece.
When accounts had been settled, it was planned that the "Wanderer"
repeat her voyage. So, in 1859 after taking the same precautions and
making similar preparations, Captain Semmes set out again for the Congo.
This time it was harder to get the negroes, but after going farther
into the interior six hundred likely men and women were secured of a better
type than those of the first cargo.
They were loaded on the vessel and no happenings featured the voyage across the ocean until the "Wanderer" touched the Georgia coast.
Here a storm struck the ship and it was grounded on Jekyl Island. Several
of the negroes, not knowing how to swim and thinking only of escape,
jumped overboard and' were drowned. Later their bones were washed
ashore and were found.
he "Wanderer" managed to make her getaway, however, before
the inhabitants and officials of the place were able to determine her mission,
and repeated her procedure of the year before in making the trip to the
Lamar plantation and unloading her human cargo.
The Jekyl Island incident had aroused grave suspicions on the
of
authorities and Colonel McGehee and a planter who had bought some of
the slaves were arrested
They were tried in Savannah but there was not enough evidence to
convict them. The most important result of the trial was ill feeling arising between Lamar and one of the officers engaged in the enquiry which
almost precipitated a duel.
Soon after this, the Ordinance of Secession was adopted by Georgia
and a blockading fleet from the north prevented further slave trading on
the part of the "Wanderer".
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Many of the negroes thus brought over to this country retained bits
of their old customs and beliefs. T o some, a choice dainty would' consist
of grasshoppers caught as they flew through the air and immediately devoured. Rattlesnakes, secured before they had the opportunity to bite
themselves and so poison their flesh were also considered a delicacy.
Some of the homesick negroes believed that they would be carried
back to Africa by a benevolent deity if they would throw themselves in the
sea. In this way, numbers of them were drowned.
I t is said that in later years, when the negroes had grown accustomed
to civilization and liked it, that they were highly alarmed if their masters
or employers threatened to send them back to Africa.
During the Civil War Colonel McGehee was named by the authorities as agent for this district to superintend the impressment of slaves under
the requisition of General Mercer, to work on the fortifications at Savannah.
The owners of the slaves were to be compensated for their labor and they
were urged to send' in their proportion of negroes. This district included
the counties of Muscogee, Harris, Chattahoochee, and Talbot. In this
way Colonel McGehee secured a large detachment of workers and left
with them for Savannah in August of 1862.
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CHAPTER IX

A Confederate Center
URING the War between the States Columbus held a unique
place among the cities of the South. Although she sent the
largest number of men to the front in proportion to her population of any city in the state, her commercial and industrial
affairs prospered at a greater rate than during any other period
up to that time. Until the close of the war, five river steamers plied the
river carrying on a great deal of trade with Apalachicola and the ports
between Columbus and the Gulf. As the blockade prevented foreign commerce this trade was necessarily sectional.
Her industries, already flourishing, increased with the demands of the
War. Employees, under the supervision of the government, were busy
day and night, and many times on Sunday, turning out articles to be used
by the forces in the field. Such surplus as occurred was easily disposed of.
For the entire duration of the war Columbus was out of the direct line
of march of the Fed'eral army, and until the battle was fought here April
16, 1865 by troops unknowing of Lee's surrender, was free of the ruin and
depredation which the raiding forces left in their wake.
One of the notable war industries here was the Confederate Naval
Yorks. I t was run on a large scale and for a while was under the command
of Major James Warner, detailed by the government for that purpose.
As at other plants, two shifts of workmen were employed, one during the
day and the other for the night.
Various articles needed by the forces at the front were manufactured
at that plant, including cannon and other arms. Two gunboats were built
thsre for the use of the Confederacy, but neither was used in any particular service. One of the boats was sunk and the other was destroyed by
Wilson's raiders at the close of the war. The latter was the ram Jackson,
and carried' six seven-inch guns.
Some of the cannon made by the Naval Works are in Columbus now.
A complete description of Columbus under war conditions was written
a few years ago by Mr. George Burrus, who was here at the time and
remembers the numerous changes brought about then.
Mr. Burrus says:
"In this story I will give the recollections of a boy of the various
manufacturing interests as they were at that time. Everybody was engaged in recruiting the army for the defense of the South, and it was largely
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done by the soul-stirring music of the fife and drums. Consequently they
were in demand, and as the supply was limited and no more to be had
from the North, we had to look elsewhere for them. At that time there
was a music store conducted by Brand and Komer, situated near the present
site of J, A. Kirven company. They commenced the manufacture of drums
and fifes and supplied as many as needed.
"Matches were needed also. Mr. Sam Thorn, at the Alabama end of

THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT

the Fourteenth street bridge, established a plant for the manufacture of
them.
"The Coweta factory at the Georgia end of the bridge where Muscogee Mill No. 1 now stands, made white goods, yarns, etc. Next below
stood a large six story building, called the Carter factory. It was never
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used for any purpose that I can recall until John D. Gray and Company
established an iron foundry about the year 1862 for making castings, syrup
kettles, etc. The Eagle Manufacturing company, with two mills, occupied a part of the present plant of the Eagle and Phoenix Company. They
manufactured cotton cloth and wool jeans, the latter was usually used for
uniforms for the army.
"The Palace Mills stood near where Mill No. 3 now stands. Corn
meal and some flour was ground there for army and home consumption.
Greenwood and Gray occupied the warehouse (now occupied by Sol Loeb
company), for the storage and sale of cotton, and contained 7,000 bales
in 1864 when it was burned by an incendiary. H e was subsequently mortally wounded in a fight with a railroad engineer named Thomas Campbell,
and before he died confessed to burning the warehouse, post office and the
buildings from White's book store to the store now occupied by the 'LadiesJ
Haberdasher'. The night he died he had planned to burn the El Dorado
saloon, now occupied by the Newark Shoe Company and J. F. Scarborough.
"The Lowell warehouse occupied the present site and with the yard
shed it contained 15,000 bales of cotton. The Fontaine warehouse, now
the upper part of the W. C. Bradley company's warehouse, was occupied
by Warwick and Company and contained 7,000 bales of cotton. Adjoining on the south was the Alabama warehouse, King and Allen proprietors,
with 20,000 bales.
"The Naval Iron Works (now Columbus Iron Works) Major Warner in charge, manufactured various articles for the navy, including cannon. Here the breech-loading cannon which now lies in the basement
of the court house was made and it was said to be the first attempt in the
South. It proved to be a failure. Just across the street where the planing
mills of the Columbus Iron Works now stands were the rolling mills and
a large machine shop. The rolling mill was visited every night by a large
crowd as it was a novel and interesting sight to see the men putting the redhot scraps through the rollers making bars of iron to be manufactured into
various needed articles. In Girard, at Lloyd's corner was the nail factory,
where nails were cut from bars of iron turned out at the rolling mill.
"The Empire Mills, George W. Woodruff, proprietor, corner Front
and Ninth streets, was busy day and night grinding corn for the army and
home consumption.
"Down on the commons, below Fifth street and near the river was
a small brass factory owned and operated by Owens and' Timon.
'cAn oilcloth factory owned by Brand and Komer was situated on the
corner of Third avenue and Fourth street. Their product was largely used
to make army equipment, such as belts, cartridge boxes, etc. A glass factory was built at the corner of Seventh street and Second' avenue, but proved
a failure.
"The ammunition factory, or arsenal, was situated near the Macon
division of the Central Railroad and Tenth avenue where the Columbus
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Railroad' crosses the Southern Railroad at Hay's tan-yard at the foot of
Wynn's Hill. The Confederate wagon shops occupied the present site of
the Y. M. C. A. building and grounds, Captain Johnson, Superintendent.
"At the old Presbyterian church, where now stands the Tenth street
school, was a knitting mill and button factory. A peanut oil mill was on
First avenue north of the Murrah building. Shoe manufacturing plants
were on both southeast and southwest corners of Broadway. About 500
or more men were employed here, mostly negroes. Mr. Tibbetts, a
cripple, was the superintendent. Wooden soled shoes as well as leather
were turned out here for the army. Government shops occupied the corner of First avenue and Fourteenth street (south side). Here was situated
a planing mill and shop for the manufacture of ammunition cases, a blacksmith shop for various forgings and a large foundry for various castings,
including cannon.
"Just across the street, (north), was the celebrated Haiman Brothers'
plant where sabres, bayonets, pistols, and accoutrements were manufactured, also harness. They occupied from the center of the block running
north and south from Fourteenth street to the present site of the Southern
Overall company.
"On the southern part of the site of the Georgia Manufacturing company stood the shops of Greenwood and Gray where sabres, and Mississippi
rifles were manufactured under the supervision of Mr. J. P. Murray, for
many years a noted gunsmith of this city.
"The grindstone question was a serious one with Haimans in the early
part of '63. Grindstones were used for grinding and polishing sabres,
etc., and the stones could not be had as they were a northern product.
Someone cried! 'Eureka', and a stone was found in Russell county, Alabama, about two miles from the city that answered admirably.
"John Keller, brother-in-law of the Haimans, had a lamp-black and
oil cloth factory on Second avenue and Twenty-third street. The new
arsenal building was located along the track of the Montgomery and West
Point railroad, just west of Linwood' cemetery, and was only finished a
short time before General Wilson's raid, and all the above mentioned property and more was burned by the raiders.
"The Moffett warehouse occupied the site, Sixth avenue from Dimon
~ r o c e r y - > o m ~ ato
n ~Thirteenth street, Greenwood and Gray, proprietors,
containing 15,000 bales of cotton. Above the city at that time was the
City Mills, located at the present site, which made meal, and flour (when
they had wheat), and the Rock Island Paper Mill, at which a great deal
of paper used by the Confederate States government was made. I t was
situated on the Alabama side of the river. A short distance above the Bibb
mills the Columbus. (Clapp's) Factory was situated on the well known
site. They wove cotton and woolen goods and in connection with same had
a grist mill which was noted for the fine quality ground there. There
was also a tan yard and shoe factory. They also owned the bridges across
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the river. As there are two islands at the bridge site, it took three bridges
to span the river, a short one in center and two large ones, on the Alabama
and Georgia banks, but there were no piers needed for the bridges. It
is hardly necessary to mention that all the last named proprietors were also
burned out.
"The Walker hospital was located at the Commercial Hotel site, the
Lee hospital at the corner of Twelfth and Broadway streets (Garrard
Building). Another was in the 'Sammies and Rooney' building where
the Grand Theatre is now located. I n the Banks building, east side of
Broadway above Thirteenth street, (three story building) was also a hospital, and others were at the court house, and on the site of the negro
Baptist church corner Front and Eleventh streets.
"The Caines Convalescent Camp was situated from Nineteenth street
north to Twentieth street, and from Second avenue to the branch on the
eastern boundary.
"The first soldiers' home was on the corner of Ninth and Broadway
streets, on the site where now stands the office of-the Empire Mills.
"The Soldiers' Wayside Home stood where station No. 4 of the fire
department now stands."
In the military conduct of the war Columbus is said to have furnished
a larger proportion of men to her population than any other city in the
state. "More than twenty companies were raised in this city and equipped."
At least four well organized and outfitted military companies of the city
volunteered their services to Governor Brown before the actual secession
of the state. After that, new companies were constantly being formed,
drilled, and sent into service. The first Colonel of the first regiment of
volunteers from this state, offered by the governor to President Davis of
the Confederacy was from Columbus, Charles J. Williams. H e was a
brigadier-general of the state troops at the time. The regiment served in
General Toombs' command in Virginia, and also in Gen. George T.
Anderson's brigade, and after the battle of Fredericksburg was detailed to
the department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Colonel
Williams died in Virginia early in 1862.
Col. Walter Ector, of Columbus, also died in Virginia early in the
same year. H e commanded the Thirteenth Regiment of Georgia Volunteers.
Another important position held by Columbus at that time, was as one
of the centers of transportation of food supplies to the prison at And'ersonville, some forty miles from the city. Due to the blockade and the inability
to secure supplies from other sections, there was a great dearth of things
to eat. The best the country could produce was forwarded to the men at
the front, and it became worse as the war advanced. The crops at home
suffered for lack of men, and as cotton was the chief crop raised, there was
little chance of the South raising enough food of any kind to supply the
prisoners, the citizens, or the soldiers.

VISIT www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

(C) 2005 Electronic Edition

A CONFEDERATE CENTER

121

Mr. R. J. Hunter, general freight agent for the Muscogee railroad,
and a Canadian by birth, had charge of dispatching the supplies to Andersonville. H e says he was accustomed to scour the country for miles around
to secure what he could for the Federal soldiers imprisoned there.
Mr. Hunter at present is Ordinary of Muscogee county, having held
the office for many years. H e made the journey from Canada to Columbus sometime before the Civil War, by coming down the Mississippi river
to the Gulf of Mexico. Then he went to Appalachicola and ascended the
Chattahoochee river to Columbus.
From this city the first company called out was Company D of the
"Southern Guard", Captain Wilkins in charge.
These troops gathered in Macon the first of March.
The officers were as follows:
Captain, F. G. Wilkins; Lieutenants, 1st) James N. Ramsey, 2nd,
George W. Atkinson, 3rd, W. R. Turman.
On reaching Macon they were enrolled in the First Georgia Regiment,
of which James N. Ramsey, of Columbus, was elected colonel. A few
days afterward, the regiment left for Pensacola, coming through Columbus en route.
The Columbus Guards were next called out. The former Capt.
Paul J. Semmes, having been commissiosled a Brigadier-General by the
governor was succeeded by Roswell C. Ellis. Other officers were lieutenants, lst, W. C. Hodges, 2nd, W. G. Clemons, and 3rd, J. M. Everet.
The Guards left Columbus April 16th, with 1 12 men and reported
at Savannah where they were incorporated into Company G of the Second
Georgia Regiment, of which P. J. Semmes, of Columbus, was elected
colonel. In July 1861 they were ordered to Virginia and were engaged
in some of the most important battles of the war. It is said that from
among the privates of this company more officers were furnished than
from any other company in the army, some of the members rising to the
position of colonels and generals. They were attached to General Toombs'
brigade in Virginia and besides numerous skirmishes were engaged in
thirty battles, and were present at the surrender at Appomattox.
General Semmes was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg in 1863
znd died a few days afterward. His remains were recovered after the
war and brought to Columbus, where he was buried in Linwood Cemetery.
During the same month that witnessed the departure of that organization, the Home Guards was formed, composed of men from 45 to 70
years of age. Officers were elected as follows: Captain, R. A. Ware;
J,ieutenants, lst, J. A. Urquhart, 2nd) Hines Holt, 3rd, J. J. McKendree;
Sergeant, J. M. Hughes. There were between ninety and a hundred'
members of this company.
The next local company called into service was the City Light Guards.
They left April 20th for Norfolk, Virginia, where they were made part
of the Georgia Battalion of Infantry. Officers were Peyton H. Colquitt,
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captain, and lieutenants as follows: lst, C. J. Moffett, 2nd, J. A. Shingleur,
etc.
Captain Colquitt was soon promoted and made colonel of the 46th
Georgia Regiment, of the First Infantry. H e was acting Brigadier-Genera1 when he was killed in 1863 at the battle of Chicamauga.
I t is said that Captain Colquitt's command fired the first shot of the
first actual engagement of the war. A writer says the "first gun turned
against the enemy and that sent the first hurtling defiance against the invasion of the South was in this command". I t was in the first encounter
of the two armies near Norfolk that, in consequence of the need of a Confederate flag, the men of Colquitt's command, took their Georgia flag and
planted it on the ramparts. While the fighting was hottest two members
of the Guards deliberately went outside the breast works and moved the
sand which obstructed one of the portholes of the battery, which had not
been completed before the attack. A number of these men were present
at Lee's surrender, though the toll of their roster by gunshot, disease, and
by transfer and promotion was very large.
The seventh of May, a few weeks after the departure of the above
company, witnessed that of the Georgia Grays, also a local company.
They were incorporated into the Fifth Georgia Regiment, John K. Jackson
being colonel, and W. L. Salisbury, of Columbus, major.
Besides these companies, there were thirteen others who left the
city before the end of the first year of the war. Among the officers were
Capt. John A. Jones, only son of Col. Seaborn Jones, who was killed at
the battle of Gettysburg and Gen. Henry L. Benning, who was put in command of the 17th Georgia Volunteers, and later succeeded to Toombs'
command in Virginia. Many other officers found distinction on the field
of battle, and many left their home city never to return.
A complete list of those from Columbus who served in the Confederate army is attached elsewhere, as taken from the Muscogee county records in the office of the ordinary.
With the mustering of men into the service of their country, the
women of the city also began to organize to devote their interest and'
abilities to the cause.
On May 2 1, 18 6 1, the women of Columbus met in the First Baptist
church and formed an organization known as the "Ladies' Soldier's Friend
Society", for the purpose of furnishing clothing and other comforts for
the men at the front. Mrs. A. H. Chappell was president of the society,
Mrs. R,obert Carter, vice-president, Mrs. J. A. Urquhart, secretary, and
Mrs. R. Patten, treasurer.
This organization, under the name of the "Ladies' Memorial Association" is in existence at the present day.
For the four years during the war, the women of the society were
untiring in their efforts to aid in the prosecution of the Southern cause.
They gave the sheets and linen frcm their homes for the wounded, and
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sent their brass utensils to be molded into guns. They took their rugs and
other woolen household effects to be used for warm clothing for the men
at the front. Sometimes it was necessary to dig up the old ground floors
of the smokehouses in order to get salt, one of the rarest of commodities,
due to the blockade, and many substitutes for coffee and tea were found.
Numbers of the women, wives or daughters of soldiers, found employment
in the industries arising from the needs of war, and weaving as a household art was once more resumed
As the fighting progressed the number of wounded and ill increased,
and in Columbus, some miles away from the lines, several hospitals were
established. T h e court house was used for a hospital before the end of
the war.
These institutions were visited daily by the women of the community, who carried trays and supplies for the wounded. Numbers of
the men were received into the homes to recuperate.
Among the physicians who devoted their time and efforts to the
soldiers was Dr. Francis Orray Ticknor, whose fame as a poet has reached
even further than his services as a physician. H e attended the ill and
dying among the citizens and was among the chief of those who cared for
the wounded.
One day, in making the rounds of the hospitals with him a woman
member of his family, had her attention called to a very young boy, lying
desperately wounded in one of the wards. H e was so young, and lonesome, and looked as though he needed some sympathetic attention that
her feelings were immediately aroused. So she requested those in charge,
to let her take him home and care for him. She was permitted to have
her way, though she was told that there was very little hope for the boy.
Several miles from the city, he was carried to the comfortable and
happy home of the Ticknor's, "Torch Hill," where under the ministrations
of the physician and others in the family the boy recovered from his wounds.
No sooner was he pronounced well than he announced his decision to
return to the army, and though it was grievous for his friends to see him
leave, they gave him a cheerful word of parting.
This incident has become known worldwide through Dr. Ticknor's
celebrated poem "Little Giffen of Tennessee',, for that was the boy's
name. It is one of the most well known military poems of the English
language.
Dr. Ticknor was noted for other verses of the war, also. H e died
here December 18, 1874 and is buried in Linwood cemetery.
The industries created by the war and influenced by the conditions
resultant upon the fighting were under the management of men appointed
by the Confederate government.
I n 1861 the Columbus Foundry and Machine Shop were taken charge
of by the government. T h e Quartermaster's office in charge of the industries here was at that time under the direction of Col. F. W. Dillard.
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The Eagle Manufacturing company, besides devoting its time and services
to the-manufacture of military supplies, voted a thousand dollars a month
for the Confederate government in exchange for bonds, and appropriated
R hundred dollars a month to be used by the city for the families of
volunteers. The Bank of Columbus was another institution materially aiding the government through its funds. In June, 186 1, it subscribed $75,000 to the Confederate loan, in addition to a previous subscription of $60,000, and a loan to the State of Georgia of $35,000.
As the war progressed, the citizens strained their resources to supply
the forces with necessary articles for their welfare. Securities were turned
into Confederate money, and the bank of Georgia issued specie which was
made payable upon the victory of the South over the North.
Early in 1862 a large and enthusiastic mass meeting of citizens was
held in the Temperance Hall in this city. Many stirring addresses were
heard and those present passed resolutions pledging all their resources to
the government. The resolutions also declared the citizens of the county
ready and willing to respond to calls for volunteers, and requested the
Inferior Court to provide for the support of volunteers until they should
be called into service, and to levy a tax to provide for the support of the
families of the men while they were at the front.
Another act of the assemblage was the organization of a Committee
of Public Safety, which was composed of twenty-one prominent men of
the city. Another committee was named to canvass the city and county
nearby to collect all the fire arms that could be spared, and to call on the
public for contributions of money, provisions, clothing, etc.
As a result of this call the "Muscogee Volunteers", a cavalry company,
a military organization of the older citizens for home defense, and several
others were organized. The cavalry company was reorganized into the
Third Georgia Cavalry, and Martin J. Crawford, of Columbus, elected
colonel.
In July, 1863, the Confederate officers in charge of the city's resources requested the council to have all men capable of bearing arms to
register at the court house in order to be prepared for any emergency calling
for local defense. The enemy had already threatened Savannah, and Federal vessels were harbored in Apalachicola Bay. Many of the men from
this city had gone to the defense of both places.
As a result of the enrollment several companies were formed into a
regiment on July 18th, with F. G. Wilkins as colonel, J. R. Ivey, lieutenant colonel, and Jerry Slade, major.
Shortly after their organization, however, they were disrupted by a
call from President Davis for Governor Brown to furnish 8,000 additional
troops for local defense in Georgia. Part of the body of troops formed
were included in the requisition.
On August 22nd a regiment was formed in Columbus and composed
of companies from the counties of Muscogee, Talbot, Harris, Taylor,
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Marion, Chattahoochee, and- Stewart. W. L. Salisbury, of Columbus,
was elected colonel, and other officers were Flynn Hargett, lieutenantcolonel, and Major Curley. Four companies from Muscogee county and
Columbus were,included in this regiment.
The news of the battle of Gettysburg aroused great sorrow in this
city, as many of the local volunteers were killed in the engagement. General Semmes, and Colonel Jones, were among those killed, and ~ i e u t .
Armstrong Bailey, a sharpshooter, was also numbered among the missing.
In April came the news of the death of Robert Emmet Dixon at
Richmond, Virginia. H e was one of the most promising among the
younger lawyers of the city. H e was serving as clerk of the Confederate
House of Representatives when he was shot by R. E. Forde, of Kentucky,
an assistant clerk to the same body.
The newspaper files and other local records for the years of the war,
carry increasing numbers of the soldier dead, and show a constantly growing strain upon the physical and financial resources of the city. As the
necessities of life grew scarcer and the value of the Confederate currency
decreased the prices soared upward. The wages increased for the employees
in the local industries, also, but there was a great deal of poverty and
suffering. Time after time the city council was called upon for appropriztions to meet the demands of the soldiersyfamilies, and the deserving poor
of the community.
Refugees from the southwestern section of the Confederacy found
shelter in Columbus, and numbers arrived here in 1864 after the fall of
Atlanta. This increased the drain on the city's resources, but it was cheerfully and efficiently met by an increased appropriation from the council.
With the advance of the enemy on this section of the state there was
constant excitement and' apprehension as to the safety of the city.
I n July, 1864, it was expected that a large raiding force, led by General Rosseau would come by Columbus. I t was said that he was in
command of some 1,500 or 2,000 mounted, selected men. They plundered northeastern Alabama and came down toward Columbus as far as
Opelika.
The local defense consisted of some six or eight hundred old men,
boys, and workmen from the shops, foundries, factories, etc. They were
ordered across the river to stop the advance of the enemy, if they should
come by the Crawford or Salem roads. They were totally undisciplined
and very poorly armed. Colonel DeLagnel commanded them in the
field, and he was under the supervision of Major Dawson, post commander.
These two officers were retired from field duty on account of wounds and
put in command of affairs here.
There was no engagement, however, as the raiding forces turned
through Chambers county and joined the enemy north of Atlanta.
Even though the country was in such a desperately poor condition,
there was still alive an ardent hope of victory.
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I n 1865 Ben Hill came to Columbus and addressed a gathering of
patriots, giving words of hope and cheer. H e made his speech, and was
introduced' to Congressman George Graham Vest, of Kentucky.
Mr. Vest says of the meeting:
''Reluctant to embrace the Confederate cause, Mr, Hill was the last
to leave it, and I well remember that on my way from Richmond, after
preparations had been made to abandon the capital, and it was well known
that the cause was lost, I met him in Columbus, Georgia, engaged in the
task of rallying the people of his State in what was then a hopeless struggle.
When I told him of recent events, of which he had not heard, he said, 'All,
then, is over, and it only remains for me to share the fate of the people of
Georgia'."
This remark of Mr. Vest's was made in a tribute to Ben Hill, delivered as a memorial address in the United States Senate, January 25,
1883.
An event causing much distress to Columbus in the early part of 1865
was the accidental shooting of Private John Lindsey of the 17th Georgia
Regiment. Mr. Lindsay was one of the early volunteers in the war, and
it is said that his was the first blood shed by a Columbus man in the struggle.
H e was wounded at Yorktown, Virginia, in April, 1862, being shot through
both legs.
I n 1865 General Lee issued an order for two soldiers of each regiment who had been distinguished by marked gallantry and courage to be
given a furlough to visit their homes. Mr. Lindsay was named as one of
the fortunate men, and he was overjoyed to get an opportunity to return
to his young wife and the baby daughter he had never seen.
w h e n the provost guard requested his papers on his approach to the
city, he refused. The commandant of the post, Colonel Von Zinken, ordered his arrest and told the guard to bring him to his headquarters "dead
or aliven.
"The next day John was in town on a horse on Broad street", runs the
account by Mr. Lindsay's brother-in-law, R. M. Howard, "The guard
again hailed him and when he reached the corner west of the Racine Hotel.
the guard reached the southeast corner of Broad and Thirteenth streets,
fired, and he dropped from the horse, dead. Dr. Colzey immediately informed his father. His brother, Cooper Lindsay, and I were at home on
furlough. W e mounted horses and rode at the top of their speed. On
reaching Von Zinken's headquarters we found Broad street packed from
~ w e l f t hto Thirteenth streets. A large body of Wheeler's Cavalry was in
the city en route to Johnston's army in North Carolina; many shouting
'Hang him! Hang Him!' Cooper and I rushed into Von Zinken's office,
seized him. and sent a soldier for a rope. Just at this moment Mr. Lindsey, the father, entered and said, 'Don't harm him. "Vengeance is mine,
I will repay', saith the Lordn ', we released him, and from that day until
now I have ever been glad that the father entered when he did. Von
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Zinken was too brave a man to have been hung under such circumstances".
Von Zinken was arrested by the civil authorities a few days afterward
and charged with the murder of Mr. Lindsey. General Beauregard also
issued orders for a court martial. H e was acquitted. The civil trial was
held before Judges McKendree, Quin, Thompson, and Salisbury of the
Inferior Court. District Solicitor, John Peabody, James Johnson and
Hines Holt conducted the prosecution, while Gen. Howell Cobb and
Maj. R. J. Moses had charge of the defense.
During those last days of the Confederacy prices for various commodities rose to unheard of heights.
In February before the surrender, the "Sunn carried a list of prices as
follows :
Cotton-75 to 80 cents a pound.
~acoh-$4 to $ 5 per pound
Pork-$2.75 to $3.50 per pound
Lard-$3.75 to $4.50 per pound
Butter-$5 to $6 per pound
Eggs-$3.50 to $4.50 per dozen
Beef-$2 to $2.50 per pound
Corn-$14 to $1 6 per bushel
Sweet Potatoes-$12 to $16 per bushel
Salt-$] .10 to $1.25 per pound
Chickens-$4 to $5 each
Osnaburg-$6 per yard
Can Syrup-$16 to $2 0 per gallon
Sorghum Syrup-$12 to $16 per gallon
Sugar-$7 to $10 per pound
Sole Leather-$14 to $15 per pound
Irish Potatoes-$50 to $60 per bushel
During those troublous days there was scarcely a home not broken
by a member absent at the front. Of course, the social life of the community would have been entirely unfeatured if the feelings of the individuals had been the only matter to be considered'. But there were the
families of the soldiers who had no incomes but the fathers and brothers
at war-there
were the widows and orphans-and there were the men,
themselves, whose spirits had to be kept up by courageous, cheerful wives
and mothers at home.
Numerous entertainments were given of a patriotic and military nature, most of them at the Temperance Hall. Visiting troops gave various
dramas. Among them was one of Shakespeare's and a.. prominent part
was taken by Wilkes Booth. This was just a few weeks before Booth's
fatal shooting of President Lincoln.
The local population was swelled by numbers of refugees from various
parts of the South who added their efforts toward lifting the gloomy burden
of war.
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Among the refugees from eastern Georgia was Judge Augustus Baldwin Longstreet, famous as the author of SLGeorgiaScenes,') as a lawyer,
preacher, and as a former president of Emory University. Judge
Longstreet was more than sixty years of age, and when the exigencies of
war drove him from Greene county, he found refuge in the home of Mr.
Josiah Flournoy, who had come to Columbus years before. Mr. Flournoy
was related to Mr. John I?. Flournoy of this city.
The constantly increasing toll of the battlefield had its inevitable influence on the people of the city. The first man from Columbus to lose
his life in the struggle was Thomas W. Everett who was killed at Santa
Rosa just off the coast from Pensacola, Florida.
I n June, 1862 came the news of the death of Lieut. James H. Ware
of the Columbus Guards. H e was one of the most popular young men
of the community. H e fell near Richmond', Virginia.
The dispatch sent to Dr. R. A. Ware, his father, by Roswell Ellis,
captain of the company stated:
"Dr. R. A. Ware: Your son, James, was killed last evening in gallantly charging the enemy's works. His body will be recovered, if possible.
His last words to his Colonel were: 'Tell my mother I have fallen in the
discharge of my duty, and die happy'. Dr. Ellison writes particulars today.
"Roswell Ellis"

.

When the news of General Semmes' death at Gettysburg reached the
city, council made a special appropriation to provide for his burial, and
later, removal to the local cemetery.
There were many expressions of admiration for General Semmes'
conduct on the field of battle. General Lee in referring to his death stated
that he had acted "with the courage that always distinguished him," and
that he "died as he had lived, discharging the highest duty of a patriot
with devotion that never faltered and courage that shrank from no danger."
General Semmes was a cousin of the famous Commodore Semmes of
Mobile, who commanded the Confederate warship, Alabama. H e was
among those who fired salutes at President DavisJ inauguration.
The death of Acting Brigadier-General Peyton H. Colquitt at Chicamauga in 1863 also brought its train of grief to numerous friends and
relatives of Columbus.
His marriage to Miss Julia Hurt at cLDinglewoodyy
was one of the
interesting events of society here. She was the only child of General and
Mrs. Early Hurt, and was known far and wide for her beauty and accomplishments.
It is said shortly before one of the companies from Columbus went
into battle a group of close friends gathered around the camp fire to indulge
in what they thought to be thei; last conversation together. During the
course of it they became very confidkntial and spoke of their sweethearts
back home. At last they began to compare the beauty of their several
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chosen ones and to prove that his sweetheart was by far the loveliest each
laid down a picture in the light of the fire where all could see. Six of the
pictures showed the smiling beautiful face of Julia Hurt.
After her marriage to Colonel Colquitt the young couple left immediately for the front, from which he did not return. His remains were
brought to Columbus and interred in Linwood Cemetery. Colonel Colquitt had already made a name for himself in-the legal and political circles
of the state and his colleagues were predicting such a career of distinction
as came to his brother, Gov. Alfred H. Colquitt.
T h e career of Brigadier-General Henry L. Benning during the war
brought out qualities which were evident in other ways before he became
prominent as a soldier. His sobriquet "Old Rock" might have been applied while he was a supreme court judge, or an ardent secessionist in the
late 'fifties.
"Brig.-Gen. Henry Lewis Benning was born in Columbia county,
Georgia, April 2, 18 14. After thorough preparation in the best schools
of his native state, he entered the University of Georgia, at Athens, in
August, 1831, where he was graduated in August, 1834, being awarded the
first honors in a class noted for men of eminence and distinction in after
life. I n September of the same year he began the study of law at Talbotton, in the office of George W. Towns, afterward a member of Congress
and governor of the state, and was admitted to the bar in May, 1835, at
Columbus, where he then made his home. Being a young man of fine intellectual endowments, honorable ambition, and the most indefatigable
industry, he quickly began to rise in his profession. I n 1837 he was appointed by Governor McDonald, solicitor-general of the Chattahoochee
circuit to fill a vacancy, and in 1838 was elected by the general assembly
for a full term of four years. Upon his marriage in the fall of the next
year with Mary Howard, only daughter of Colonel Seaborn Jones, a very
eminent lawyer of Columbus, he resigned his position and formed a partnership with Colonel Jones in the practice of law. I n 1850, he and Martin
J. Crawford and James N. Ramsey were delegates to the Southern Convention, at Nashville, Tenn. I n the fall of 1853, when less than forty
years of age, he was elected one of the justices of the Supreme court of
Georgia, a position he held for the full term of six years. His decisions
are noted for clearness, ability and loyalty to the best settled legal principles.. 'He was a man of absolute crystal truth. H e had a candor and
directness proverbial, he spoke with a low, guttural tone and a syllabic precision, that heightened the idea of his manly force of character. H e was
able to take unpopular position without loss of respect, so strong was the
confidence in his sincerity.' In December, 1860, he was elected by the
people of his county as a member of the convention of Georgia, which
adopted the ordinance of secession, and he was an earnest and able advocate
of that measure. H e was sent as commissioner to the Virginia convention
in January, 1861. I n a speech of great zeal, ability and eloquence, he
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urged upon that body the adoption of a similar ordinance. In August, 1861,
he entered the Confederate service as Colonel of the 17th Georgia Regiment, and for some time was in command of Toombs' brigade of the army
in Virginia. In little more than a year from his enlistment he was promoted to Brigadier-General and he was frequently in command of Hoods'
famous division of the First corps participating with gallantry in the battles
of Second Manassas, Sharpsburg, Fredricksburg, Chickamauga, Wilderness, Thoroughfare Gap, Malvern Hill, Lookout Valley, Fort Loudon,
Knoxville, Petersburg, Farmville and other bloody engagements. H e
was greatly distinguished for coolness and daring, and particularly for a
sturdy steadfastness, which won for him the admiring title of 'Old Rock'.
In the second day's fight at the Wilderness, he was severely wounded
through the shoulder. H e was in command' of his Georgia brigade at the
surrender of General Lee's army, and though greatly reduced in numbers,
it was in fine discipline and ready for duty, 'all present or accounted for'.
At the close of the war he returned to Columbus and resumed the practice
of his profession, which was large and lucrative. During the remainder of
his life he was as loyal to his oath of allegiance as he had been true to his
convictions of right and his sense of duty in espousing the Confederate
cause. General Benning was one of Nature's noblemen, formed' in her
very finest mould and most lavish prodigality. As an attorney he was open,
candid and fair; as a jurist, spotless and impartial; as a warrior and
patriot, brave, disinterested and sincere; and as a man and citizen, his
whole life produced in those who knew him the constant vibration of those
chords which answer to all that is true and noble and generous and manly.
H e was a fine specimen of physical manhood, quite six feet tall, of noble
presence and bearing. After a short and sudden illness he died on July 10,
1 875. His wife had died on June 2 8, 1868."
(Thus wrote one of his friends.)
Before the close of the Civil War he rose to the rank of Major-Genera1 and among the last official signatures of John C. Breckenridge, Secretary of War in the Confederate Cabinet, was that attached to General.
Benning's commission.
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CHAPTER X

The Last Battle And The End of The War
LTRING the early part of the conflict between the Northern and
Southern forces it was realized that Columbus was one of the
important centers of the Confederacy, and Gen. Howell Cobb,
in command of the Georgia troops, was anxious that fortifications be erected for the protection of the city and a sufficient
number of troops be quartered here to guard them. T o this end he entered
into correspondence with General Beauregard, commander of this division,
stationed in Charleston, S. C.
General Beauregard, however, did not accede to General Cobb's request and gave as his reason that the troops were needed more elsewhere
and could not be spared.
For the entire duration of the war Columbus was free from organized attack by the Federals, and flourished as a manufacturing center and
base of supplies for the Confederacy.
However, with the fall of the western front, the battle of Gettysburg,
and the downfall of the Tennessee centers and Atlanta, it was realized
more than ever that Columbus could not entirely escape. Particularly was
this the case after the Atlanta campaign, and troops were then ordered
here to fortify the city.
I n 1864 Columbus was expecting an attack from General Rosseau, but
the Federals changed their line of march at Opelika.
General Cobb was requested to send reinforcements at the time. H e
tells of the situation in a letter to his wife:

"MY DEAR
WIFE,I write you after a tedious day's labor produced by
various rumors and some exciting telegraphic news from the vicinity of
Columbus. I t appears that the Yankees have cut the railroad between
Opelika and Montgomery and are now marching towards Columbus;
their force is represented as ten regiments of cavalry and two pieces of
artillery. A dispatch just received from Opelika says that they are tearing
up the road at Auburn and are expected to arrive at that place. The excitement seems to be considerable at Columbus and Maj. Dawson, commandant of the post, telegraphs that the Yankees are said to be in thirty
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miles of Columbus and he is calling for reinforcements. I state all the
facts that have come to my knowledge, though you may get them in the
papers before you get this letter. I am doing all I can to prepare for the
defense of Columbus as well as for the safety of the prison at Andersoaville, to which point it is thought they may be working their way. I t
keeps me quite busy telegraphing, writing, and sending expresses etc., etc.,
etc. I am not apprehensive of any serious results, but these things show
that the enemy is busy, active, energetic, and will spare no pains to inflict
all the injury he can upon us. This raid near Columbus is in the immediate neighborhood of John's plantation, and as a matter of course he feels
quite anxious and uneasy. Besides, Dr. Johnson's and Major Whitner's
families have recently moved from West Point to John's plantation for
safety, and I suppose all of them are still there except Dr. Johnson who
came to Columbus to look for new quarters before this raid commenced,
and I don't know whether or not he had returned to the plantation. He
sent here Ma's John and twelve other negroes that he had hired to the
engineer department. They got here on Saturday evening and since then
I have heard nothing from the Dr. or any of the family. I mention the
facts to you, as other rumors may reach Athens and it is better you should
know the exact facts. I don't think that there is any cause for uneasiness
about the two families though they may be subjected to some annoyances.
I t is a mere raid and not like taking permanent possession of the country.
In reference to your own movements, I think it is well enough to continue
your arrangements for sending to Baldwin such things as you desire and
getting ready to leave yourself. My opinion that Atlanta will not fall remains unchanged; still it is best to be prepared for the worst. If you wish
to send off any of your furniture do so. Howell can have it boxed for you.
The most important thing is to send such as you will need for housekeeping
wherever you may be. I got today a letter from Mr. Clayton which I
will enclose if I don't forget it in my hurry,-from which I find that he
has made you a offer of his house or so much of it as you may need. My
advice is not to hesitate to go there if you have to leave Athens before we
get the house ready at the plantation. Indeed I still think it is a good place
to go to anyhow. After I wrote to you on Saturday the bucket of butter
from my friend Major Yancey turned up at the house, and all that I hear
was that a negro brought it there. I don't know of anything new beyond
what I have written.''
With Sherman's army in the northern and eastern part of the state,
and news of General Wilson's depredations in Alabama, it was not known
from exactly which direction to expect the attack. At first, breastworks
were thrown up near the eastern limits of the city toward Macon. Remnants of these are to be found today on the Buena Vista road.
Later, when Wilson and his marauders approached nearer the city,
breastworks were constructed on the hills across the river in Alabama. As
late as that, though, a sufficient number of troops could not be secured to
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protect the city.
There was a small detachment of soldiers here to have charge of the
various industries and supplies needed in the prosecution of the war.
Some of the officers in charge of the post had been assigned to this duty
because of unfitness for active service, on account of wounds or other physical d'isability.
Col. Leon Von Zinken, a German though a Southerner in his sympathies, was commandant of the post, and his aide was Capt. Isidore Guillet,
a Frenchman. Both were popular and respected for their ability and courage. Headquarters for the Confederate troops were located on the second
floor of a shoe store operated by Mr. William Gray, and located about
where the Kirven department store now is. Ranged in front of the
headquarters was a long row of small brass cannon. One day a group of
men were in Col. Von Zinken's office and inquired of him what he expected
to do with the array of artillery. H e replies, "Vell, if tem dam Yankees
come here I make vun 'ell of a tam fuss!"
Though the military forces of the state and the city probably realized
that the expected attack ,sould not be far off, as late as April 15th, the day
before the arrival of the raiders, the local press carried editorials showing
that the general apprehension among the citizens was not very acute.
The "Sun" said:
'(From information in our possession we are satisfied that the enemy
will not move in any considerable force from Montgomery for some days
to come. I t is very doubtful whether they contemplate any immediate
movement in this direction until after the river has been cleared between
Montgomery and Mobile, and the base established in the former place.
'<This, however, is merly the opinion of our own and may prove
erroneous.
'<If Columbus should be threatened and the Confederate authorities
deemed this point of sufficient importance to make at least one manly effort
for its defense our people demand it as their right that an official of known
ability and sobriety be at the head of affairs. They will be satisfied with
none other.
"With such an officer in command our citizens will make any and
every sacrifice, with a reserve that cannot and will not enter into action
with that soul and energy requisite for success.
"We presume there lives not a man in Columbus unwilling to defend
his home and that of his neighbor against an attack by the common enemy.
All are willing, nay, anxious, to contribute their aid to the defense of the
city*
ccCompulsorymeasures are quite unnecessary. That is not the plan to
secure harmony with concert of action.
"Let sober men-men
of integrity and stability of purpose-raise
companies to be composed of persons not liable to Confederate or state duty,
for the defense of the city.
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"If such men will take hold of the matter, form a nucleus for volunteer companies, and promise to serve every man in Columbus will attach
himself to some organization; and when the emergency arises will fight to
the bitter end."
This editorial was written Saturday, the day before h s t e r in 1865.
At the time General Cobb, head of the Georgia troops, was in the city
arranging defenses, though Colonel Von Zinken held command in the field.
Brig. Gen. Samuel G. French, a Northern graduate of West Point,
who had joined the Confederate forces at the beginning of the war, was
passing through the city that day, en route to Meriwether county, being on
leave General French had come to Columbus to take his wife, formerly
Miss Mary Abercrombie of near here, to safety, at the home of a friend,
('to escape his thieving crowd>'-said the officer refwring to General
Wilson.
H e was asked by General Cobb to take command of the forces, but
declined, stating that he would return the following Monday morning
and aid him.
The Confederate troops who had come to Columbus a short while
previous consisted of two regiments of the Georgia State Line, Maj.
James Waddell's battery of artillery, some of the forces of Generals7
Buford and Wofford, with a small number of Georgia and Russell county,
Alabama, reserves. Concerning the last, the older citizens refer to them
with more or less grim humor in the light of the Yankee general's report
following the battle. They were composed of workmen in the shops and
factories, with those of the citizens who were either too young or too old
to be in the army. Many of these participants in the battle were between
twelve and sixteen years of age, and numbers of others were more than
sixty. I n all, there were about two thousand men, disciplined and undkciplined, to protect the city. General Wilson a few weeks before the battle
states that he had the largest body of mounted men ever collected in one
detachment, numbering more than 20,000 besides some 7,000 unmounted.
His main opponent in Alabama was General Forrest whose troops had to
cover such a large area that he could not concentrate a large enough force
in one place to oppose successfully the northern cavalry.
Early on Easter morning, when the news of Wilson's approach was
known among the citizens, the plans of defense had to be hastily changed.
The outer fortifications were abandoned because of lack pf men to
hold them and a series of rifle pits, already begun, were quickly finished,
extending from Ingersoll's Hill to the "upper7', or Fourteenth street bridge.
This line was to protect the railroad and upper bridges, and near each eqd
of the trenches were fortifications in which artillery was placed.
The night previous, bridges north of the city were destroyed and on
Sunday morning the "lowern or Dillingham street bridge was partly torn
up, filled with cotton waste and saturated with oil, so it could be quickly
burned if the enemy tried to make a crossing.
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"The first appearance of the Federal forces was about two o~clockp.
m., when their advance drove in the Confederate pickets on the Hurt%
bridge or lower Crawford road. I t appears that at Crawford the advancing
forces had divided and took the two roads from Crawford to this city, and
that the column on the upper and shorter road awaited the arrival of the
ether to make the first demonstration. The Confederate pickets, or scouting party, retreated into the town, closely followed by the Federals, who
were within good rifle range and firing briskly at the retreating party. This
advance was met by a fire from a small Confederate force near the creek
bridge in Girard, and from the battery on the red hill near the upper
bridge, and was soon compelled to retire. A portion of this party, however,
made a dash at the lower bridge, firing through it when they found their
passage stopped by the tearing up of the flooring. The order was then
given to fire the bridge, which was quickly carried out, and it was soon
wrapped in flames. In the execution of this order, Capt. C. C. McGehee,
of one of the Naval Iron Works companies, acted with conspicuous gallantry. In this first brush two or three men on each side were killed and
several wounded.
"From two o'clock until dark no attack was made by the Federal
troops, though it was evident that they were arriving in considerable
numbers and were preparing for the conflict. They showed themselves
in small squads on most of the hills commanding a view of the city and of
the Confederate line of defense, and the men and their horses took shelter
behind these hills and in the small timber along the western suburbs of
Girard. The Confederate batteries, meantime, were engaged in shelling
the eminences on which these demonstrations were made, and the general
conviction in the city was that the Federals were making preparations for
shelling Columbus at night. All Federal forces, we believe, were mounted
men, and the sequel proved that they had but two or three, if so many,
pieces of artillery with them on Sunday afternoon.
"Thus matters continued until night had fairly set in. It was a clear
but dark night. About eight o'clock the Federals dismounting their men,
made a vigorous charge upon a portion of the Confederate line. I t was
met steadily by the Confederate forces, and the musketry firing was for
some time sharp and rapid. The batteries also opened upon the assailants,
and to those unused to the din of battle it appeared as if the destruction of
life must necessarily be great. The attack was repulsed. Again and again
the Federal forces, deepening their columns, advanced under cover of the
night to the assault, and again they were met by a continued roll of musketry, at close quarters, and by the bellowing cannon in the fortifications.
Rut the Confederate line of defenses was a long one to be manned by so
small a force, and a single line of raw troops, even in trenches, could not
be expected long to hold out against the constantly compacting and reinforced columns of their assailants. Before the line had been broken,
however, it was discovered that a squad of the Federal troops had by some
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means made their way to the Girard end of the upper bridge and were
actually holding the bridge at that end, in the rear of the line of defense!
How they gained this position is not yet fully known. It is generally supposed that it was by making their way, either in disguise, or under the
shelter of some revines and the darkness of the night, through the line in
the neighborhood of the railroad bridge, and coming down on the bank
of the river. This successful manoeuver proved very embarrassing to the
further defense of the city. Orders from headquarters in Columbus were
intercepted on their way to the battlefield in Girard, and no communications could be kept up, nor any general understanding of the progress of
the fight obtained. I n a short time there was a promiscuous rush for the
bridge. Friend and foe, horsemen and footmen, artillery wagons and
ambulances, were crowded and jammed together in the narrow avenue,
which was 'dark as Egypt', or 'Erebus', for that bridge had no gas fixtures
and was never lighted. How it was that men were not crushed to death
in this tumultuous transit of the Chattahoochee, seems incomprehensible.
T h e Confederates had no reserve forces, except a few squads for guard
duty, in the city, and very little resistance was made after the Federals had
crossed the bridge. But nearly all the knowp casualties on the Confederate side nevertheless occurred on this side of the river. The chivalric
and lamented Col. C. A. L. Lamar fell while gallantly trying to rally a
squad of Confederates at the city end of the bridge; so did the noble
and much-regretted young Alexander W. Robinson, who was killed at the
bridge. Judge Waddell, of Russell county, was shot and mortally wounded
on the upper part of Broad' street. Mr. J. J. Jones, the local editor of this
paper, and Mr. Evan Jones, of Apalachicola, where also killed on Broad
street. Capt. S. Isidore Guillet, Col. Von Zinken's chief-of-staff, was killed
on the Girard side while gallantly doing his duty. If there were any other
Confederates killed on that side of the river, we have not been able to
learn their names. Mr. Smith, a watchmaker of this city, and an Englishman by birth, was killed on Broad street; and we hear that two young men,
whose names are unknown to us, were killed near the brickyard, in the
eastern suburbs of the city. These are all the deaths on the Confederate
side of which we have knowledgey'.
So runs the account appearing in the "EnquireryJ of June 27, 1865
which was the first issue after the battle.
From tops of houses and the hillsides around the city, groups of
frightened women and children watched the battle. Servants were despatched with portable property and silver to nearby plantations and some
of the more provident and practical, hid foodstuffs and clothing in anticipation of the end of the battle.
An old lady, years after the fight, described the affair from the point
of view of a young girl.
"We were living at the old house up on Rose Hill and a group of
women gathered on Thomas' Hill, just back of the house where Judge
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Grigsby Thomas lived, and where Dr. J. H. McDuffie, Sr., lives now. W e
saw the battle late that afternoon and during part of the night. I t was
such a dark night that the Yankees set fire to a house across-the river owned
by a Mr. Perry so that they could see. The flashes from the guns looked
like streaks of lightning darting from the lower bridge up the river as far
as we could see. The Confederates kept the enemy back pretty well off
the bridge but of course they were overpowered, and the Yankees began
streaming across into the city, as our men had to give way, they burned
iiouses, stores, and destroyed everything they could get their hands on.
Alexander Robinson and Colonel Lamar were killed on.Fourteenth street
a little distance below the bridge, and Captain Guillet was so severely
wounded that he died the next day. H e was shot on the same horse on
which three of his brothers had been killed before him, and he willed it to
a nephew before he died.
"When the Confederate soldiers saw that they would have to retreat
they began to leave town as fast as they could. General Cobb and his staff
of about sight men were here for the fight and knew very little of the layout of the city. And so, they attempted to make their escape from the
lower part of the city. They hit on a good road in that section and started
out at terrific speed to cover as much ground as possible before daylight,
which was a short while off. They rode at a high gallop and all the time
on a good road. As day broke they saw the outlines of a white fence and
it dawned upon them that they had been escaping from the Yankees by
way of the race track and had been galloping around the well beaten circular track. This was the way it was told to me but I can't vouch for the
details of General Cobb's escape.
"There was a prominent old gentleman here, Mr. William Young,
who was president of what was then the Eagle Mill. H e was too old
to go to the war, so he stayed at home to look after the business. After
the Yankees entered the city and made their way out to the edge of the
town, a body of them came upon Mr. Young who was on his way home
from the mill up Hamilton avenue. H e saw them coming but was so deaf
that he could not hear them when they called to him to halt. The Yankees
chot at him and yelled again for him to halt. H e felt the bullets hit
him but he kept his horse at a jog-trot, and never did realize that he
was the object of the Yankeesy attack. By the time he reached his home,
on the site of where Mr. Columbus Roberts now lives, he had been hit
seven times, but he never stopped riding and he had never altered the
tneasured trot of his horse.
"A great many of our men were captured, and before they could be
taken out of town some of them were put in a stockade. There were boys
from eleven to fourteen years old, and men so old that they could' scarcely
hold guns. One of the young boys who was captured was George Fontaine.
H e was about fourteen then. On the Monday after the battle some of the
Columbus women went to the stockade to take food and other provisions.
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Among them was Mrs. Henry Meigs, the aunt of George Fontaine.
'LFollowing her was a little darkey of about the same size as George
and he carried on his head an old-fashioned dinner tray, which was full
of delicacies for the soldiers, and covered with a huge white cloth.
"George was standing near the gate as the women entered, and when
the darkey came near he slipped under the tray and the negro slid out.
George took the tray all round among the prisoners and when his aunt
finished distributing the food he followed her out of the gate and made
his escape. It was easy after that for the negro to get out as the Yankees
were trying to take as many of them off as they could.
"Between Sunday night and Tuesday when they left, the Yankees
took the town and destroyed everything they could find. They camped
in our grove, and did away with a large supply of meat in the smokehouses.
They went in our pantry and found barrels of sugar and molasses, and some
peanuts. They couldn't use them so they poured the whole supply together
to keep us from using it.
"My mother was sick at the time and my father was captured in the
fight. I t was thought that she was going to die so I was sent down to interview General Wilson and ask him to let Father see Mother. General Wilson was sitting in a red plush chair and twirling a riding whip. I went to
him and stuttered what I wanted. H e stared at me and growled out, 'No!
The innocent must suffer for the guilty.' When I and the others who
were with me went back up Broad street there was nearly an arch of flame
across the street made by the burning buildings on each side.
"For two days we children did not have a thing to eat except what the
negroes would bring us from the kitchen where they were compelled to
cook for the intruders. The grown folks did not have anything. The
Yankees even took the dresses of the young ladies who were living with
us and tied them together to feed the horses in. You know the skirts
were wider then and would make a circle when you spread them on the
ground. Some of the prettiest ones they gave to the servants, and they
gave the horses and carriages we had, and those that belonged to our
friends, to the negroes, too.
"We had one servant, Jeff, the coachman, who was faithful to us.
'I'here were others, too, but Jeff went off with the Yankees and came back.
"When we heard that they were just outside the city, we sent him
down to the plantation in Chattahoochee county to take some silver and
jewelry. H e hid them and was on his way back to the city when a detachment of Yankee soldiers met him in a section of the country where the
land was very poor.
" 'Hi,' they called to him, 'Is the land further down any worse than
it is here?,
'' 'Yassuh, boss, it sho is. De fu'ther you go de wuss it gits,' he
answered and grinned as he knew he wasn't telling the truth but was saving
his master's possessions.
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"The Yankees took him and finally persuaded him to go with them.
They gave him a horse to ride and he was to accompany them to Macon.
A body of prisoners, among them Father, were going, too. They were to
go to Macon, and from there to one of the Northern prison camps, for
news had not come of Lee's surrender.
"Somehow or other, Jeff heard that Father was with the prisoners
and was walking. H e went up to an officer and said to him, 'Boss, dey
tel me yo' all got Mahster yere wid dem yonder pris'ners and dey is walkin'.
Dat wont do. Nawsir! Cain't yo'all give him my hoss and let me walk?'
"The Yankee didn't believe him, but finally Jeff did convince him
that he meant what he said. 'All right,' said the officer, 'if I can find a
nigger as faithful as that, I'll let you.'
"Jeff and the officer went to find Father, and when Jeff saw him, he
called out, 'Howdy, Mahster, dis wont do. Yo' come 'ere and get on dis
hoss.'
"Father didn't believe it at first, but when it was made plain why
Jeff was there and that he would be permitted to ride, they made the arrangement that each was to ride five miles and tie the horse for the one
who was following. And in this way they got to Macon, because Father
would' not take the horse from Jeff and Jeff wouldn't ride unless Father
did. When they got to Macon they learned that the war had ended, and
the prisoners were paroled. Jeff had left Father then, and neither knew
where the other was. W e thought our silver and Jeff, too, were gone for
good. Father came home and as he was coming in the front door, Jeff
came in the back.
" 'Wall, Mahster,' Jeff said as he rushed toward Father and grabbed
his hand', 'Dey ain't parted us yit. I s dey?'
"On leaving the city after the battle, the soldiers blew up the powder
magazine and left several wagon loads of bomb shells on the streets.
One was dumped on Talbotton avenue, on Rose Hill, and the last Yankee
set some of the fuses as he passed by on his horse. For several days afterward people were afraid to leave their houses on account of the bombs that
were exploding round about. Several lost their lives and a great deal of
property was destroyed.
"One of the Yankee soldiers who was camped in our grove came to
the back door Monday morning and asked for something to eat. W e were
good Presbyterians and had not cooked anything Sunday except some
crisp corn wafers for Mother. She told me to take them to him and I
obeyed but I was trembling from head to foot.
"The man laughed at me when he saw that I was frightened and
said with a grin on his face, 'Is yer skeered, Sis?'
"They say that it was just a skirmish but I felt like it was the whole
war down here while the battle was going on."
Many other interesting anecdotes are told of ~ e o p l ein the city at that
time. During the fight a young boy, George J. Burrus, was said to have
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picked up a dilapidated old gun. H e was afraid of the oncoming Yankees
but his sense of duty overcame his fear.
Cautiously he aimed at one of the enemy, "If you don't go off, I will"
he addressed the gun, trembling, yet eager to account for one man.
The gun snapped and off went young Burrus. The next thing heard
from him was that he had reached Macon.
Another sixteen year old boy captured was John H. Martin, later
judge of the Chattahoochee Superior Court. His mother had been widowed and he was ill when the fight occurred'. When the battle was over a
kind hearted Yankee saw his condition and allowed him-to return home.
The attack on Columbus had been made by General Wilson following
similar raids on Alabama cities, the Federals having begun their march at
Pensacola on the Florida coast. Wilson had burned Selma, destroyed much
property in Montgomery, and continued his course to this city, which he
called the "key to Georgia", by way of Tuskegee. At that point, which
was unprotected by troops, he congratulated himself on the success of his
cavalry.
The next day General Wilson was en route to Columbus. His troops
were marching leisurely and "after a comfortable night in the country with
plenty of food for man and beast, we resumed the march at dawn on a
beautiful, clear, spring like morning, by the road through Crawford, to the
twin towns of Girard and Columbus, on the opposite side of the river," he
writes.
In his official report to his chief, General Canby, General Wilson wrote
the day after the battle:
"COLUMBUS,
GA., April 17, 1865.

My forces captured this place by a most gallant attack at 10 o'clock
last night, losing 25 men killed and wounded, and captured about 1,500
prisoners, 24 field guns, and 1 gun-boat carrying six 7-inch rifle pieces.
General Cobb and 600 of his force escaped in the dark. Major-General
Upton and Brigadier-General Winslow deserve highest commendation for
their personal intrepidity and good management. General Winslow is
burning navy-yard, foundries, arsenals, factories, armory, railroad stock,
depots, and cotton warehouses today. The value in Confederate currency
of property destroyed cannot be estimated. Part of my corps is now moving eastward, and everything will follow in the morning. I anticipate no
great difficulty. My command is in magnificent condition. I have just
received dispatch from LaGrange, commanding Second Brigade, McCook's
division. H e captured West Point, and fortifications defending it, by assault at 2 P. M. yesterday; killed rebel general, Tyler, took 200 prisoners,
all the guns, 15 engines, 200 cars, and large quantities supplies. Please
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communicate this Generals Thomas and Grant and direct quartermaster's
department to reward bearer.
"J. H. WILSON,
Brevet Major General."
While in Columbus General Wilson made his headquarters at the
home of Col. R,andolph L. Mott, an ardent unionist who had consistently and conscientiously opposed secession. Colonel Mott was living at
the time in the house which is now used as the office building for the Muscogee Manufacturing company, and is south of the Public Library.
General Wilson in his description of his destruction of Columbus
relates that he spared only one warehouse, and says, "That was the property
of a Union man, at whose house I made my headquarters, and within the
dome of which he assured me the American flag had been kept flying from
the outbreak of the war to that fortunate day. H e claimed with the fervor
of a patriot that his house and grounds had never been out of the Union.
Of course, I ordered his property safeguarded until we withdrew from the
city and that was done, but our last man had scarcely taken the road to
Macon when Buford's division, of Forrest's corps, entered the town. It
is a suggestive fact that the first thing they did was to set fire to and completely destroy the warehouse we had spared."
T h e three local newspapers also suffered destruction, and details of
those days from journalistic sources are therefore lacking. T h e "Enquirer"
office was on Twelfth street near the present Economy drug store and the
"Times" was across the street on the site of the present Gilbert building.
The "Sun" was located about where the Burrus Motor company is now.
The "Enquirer" was not burned then and it was thought that a spy was
employed' there and thus the plant was saved.
On Tuesday morning, two days after the battle, the raiders began their
departure with as much of the portable possessions of the citizens as they
could carry off. General Wilson took his leave in a carriage belonging to
,Mr. James C. Cook, and esconced in the same vehicle were said to be two
of the Cook's family servants, rigged up in high style in .clothes belonging
to their former owners.
T h e troops leaving the city in the wake of their general took it upon
themselves to emulate his example in gathering up what they could. Some
of the local men, who had not been captured in the fight, followed the
raiders. Among them were Mr. Cooper Lindsay, and others.
"Near Waverly Hall they overtook a Yankee captain from Ohio,
two white and two negro soldiers robbing the. house of Congressman
Singleton, of Mississippi, whose family had refugeed to Georgia. T h e
Yanks hurriedly mounted their horses and rode off at break-neck speed.
Cooper soon overtook the captain and with one blow from his sabre broke
his neck; the others surrendered. T h e party started back to Columbus.
On reaching a'swamp about eight miles east of the city, the two whites died
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very suddenly from an overdose of lead. In the swamp of what is now
known as Wildwood Park, the niggers collapsed and died from an internal
dose of blue whistlers. They had several fine watches, for which all save
one, the boys found the owners,yythe account concluded.
The entire city was left in such destitution that the Federal garrison
stationed here had to establish a bread line to feed numberless persons who
were left with nothing to eat. During the days immediately following the
raid hungry men and women were seen snatching burned ears of corn from
the warehouses which had been stocked before the Federals set them on
fire. Afterward, supplies were issued by the military forces every two
weeks and it was a thankful father who could take home a piece of side
meat and a portion of meal to his desperate family.
Numerous other incidents of Wilson's raid are still related by the
older citizens and one of the most famous is concerned with the return of
n. particular hat.
"It was on the second or third day after the investment of the city
that a group of Federal soldiers were dismantling a flouring mill that was
located near the corner of Third avenue and Eleventh street, and a Columbus young man, with others, was standing off some distance, looking on.
This young man was wearing a hat of a rather peculiar make-something
different from the ordinary hat.
"A Federal soldier approached him and said, 'Let me see that hat.'
''The young man, of course had no other alternative than to hand over
the hat. The Federal soldier took it, looked at it closely for a moment,
then pulled off his own headgear, threw it down in the street, put the hat
on his head and walked away with it, without so much as saying, 'Thank
you'.
"The young man who had been robbed of the hat could' not of course,
do anything about it, and had to submit to the indignity without murmur
or protest.
"The soldier kept the hat and the young man did not see it again
until some time afterward.
"A few days later the young man's brother came in from the east
wearing a hat that appeared to be the exact counterpart of the one the
young man had lost. This brother had been following the Federals after
they had taken their departure from Columbus on their way east. Just
why he followed them is not explained, but he did.
"When the young man who had lost his hat saw the one his brother
was wearing he said, 'Let me see that hat.'
"It was turned over to him and he examined it closely. 'Where did
you get it?', he asked his brother.
" 'I got it from a Yankee,'
was the reply.
(''How did you get it?', was the next answer.
'' 'I got him before he got me', the answer came.yy
And that was how the hat came back.
,
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During the fighting here, while the soldiers were in the very act of
firing his property, it is said, Col. Seaborn Jones died at his home, later
to be known as St. Elmo.
Colonel Jones was noted throughout the state and the South as a lawyer, statesman, citizen, and soldier. H e was born in Augusta on February
1, 1788. I n his twentieth year he was admitted to the Georgia bar by a
special act of the legislature, and rose rapidly to distinction. After serving as a solicitor general of the state, he was elected to Congress in 1833,
and again in 1845. In 1847, he removed from Milledgeville, then the
state capital, where he began his professional career, to Muscogee county.
Near Columbus he built of brick baked on his own premises, one of the
most charming and spacious of Georgia's ante-bellum homes, where he
dwelt for thirty-five years, widely honored and beloved.
I n 1825, Colonel Jones' connection with the trading post, later known
as Columbus, began. At that time he was aide to Governor Troup, and on
the occasion of LaFayette's visit to this state he was master of ceremonies
for the French nobleman's entertainment.
Shortly afterward he was named on a commission with Warren Jordan,
William H. Torrance, and William W. Williamson to come to the Coweta
Reserve and investigate the conduct of the Indian affairs under the agent,
John Crowell, and to look into the disturbances then arising in the Creek
Nation. I n this way he became interested in this section of the country and
was one of the earliest settlers of the new city.
I n 1831 with Judge Eli S. Shorter of Columbus, he published a
letter in the Philadelphia "Gazette" concerning the Indians which did
much in changing the attitude of northern Indian sympathizers.
Colonel Jones married Miss Mary Howard, whose father, John
Howard, had recently moved from near Milledgeville, to Columbus. Her
brother, John Howard, Jr., was the pioneer of the textile and railroad industries in this city.
Colonel and Mrs. Jones had six children, only two surviving to maturity. His son, Col. John A. Jones, was married to Miss Mary Louisa
Leonard and was killed on the battlefield of Gettysburg. His daughter,
Mary, was married to Gen. Henry L. Benning.
Colonel Jones was an officer in Phillip's Legion during the Civil War,
though more than sixty years of age at the time.
Maj. James Fleming Waddell, who had charge of the artillery during the battle here, was a resident of Seale, Ala., about twenty miles south
of Columbus, and was prominent as a lawyer, having offices in Columbus
and conducting a large practice here.
Major Waddell died in Columbus in 1892 and is buried in Linwood
cemetery. H e was born in North Carolina in 1826 and moved to Columbus
before the Civil War. When only about nineteen years of age, he was in
the United States diplomatic service as a consul at Matamoras, Mexico.
H e was a first lieutenant of the Twelfth United States Infantry, 1846-
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2 848, during the Mexican War, and was a major in the Civil War. H e
commanded Waddell's Battery of Artillery, was active in Virginia, and was
in charge of the guns here in the last battle of the war, April 16, 1865.
Guns were mountetl on both sides of the Chattahoochee river by his advice and kept the Federal soldiers from advancing into the city for a while,
Major Waddell married Miss Adelaide de Graffenreid, daughter of Dr.
de Graffenreid, one of the original commissioners, and moved to Seale, Alabama, where he raised a large family of children.
After leaving Columbus, General Wilson went to Macon where he
was met by General Cobb and informed of the surrender of General Lee
at Appomattox. For some months General Wilson was in charge of the
state as military head, until he was relieved by General Polk, who was
named by President Johnson to have command of the military district in
which Georgia was located.
For some months, the business of Columbus was paralyzed. Hundreds of idle workmen walked the streets, their number augmented by
freed negroes who had nothing to do, and made their living by looting
and stealing from the whites.
Meanwhile, in another section of the state, one of Columbus' sons
was being distinguished in executing the last order of the Confederate
government.
Maj. Raphael J. Moses had been ordered by General Lee, before the
surrender, to come to Georgia and secure provisions. In this state he was
entertained at the house of Gen. Robert Toombs in Washington, in Wilkes
county. I t was while he was there that President Davis with his cabinet
and members of his family found quarters after the fall of Richmond'.
T h e famous specie train passed through Washington at the same time,
and contained between $100,000 and $200,000, most of which was in uncoined gold bullion.
Before President Davis left Washington, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston
ordered Major Moses to furnish 250,000 rations to troops who were returning to their homes.
"The Confederate States had at the time of Johnston's capitulation
with Sherman a very large supply, comparatively speaking, of rations at
different points on the Georgia railroad, which connects Atlanta and
Augusta, some one hundred and seventy miles apart, but soon as it was
known that the last hope of the Confederacy had passed away, the halfstarved people along the line of railroad soon transferred the Confederate
commissary stores to more convenient places, and there was not a week's
rations for one hundred men from one end of the road to the other.
"We not only had no rations to feed the returning troops, but if we
had had enough to fill every storehouse on the route, there was no way d
protecting them. I t was in this contingency that Major Moses wrote and
induced the Commissary General, St. Johns, to sign the last official ordkr
ever drawn by the Secretary of War of the Confederate government. I t
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was signed by Gen. J. M. St. Johns, by direction of the Confederate Secretary of War, in Washington, Ga., while in transit% and bound for parts
unknown, I t ordered Major Moses to arrange with some Federal general
at Augusta or Macon to supply the returning troops and provide for
hospitals with rations and necessary medicines, and for that purpose apply
to the Confederate government for the necessary funds. T h e order being
signed, Major Moses did apply, but it was like calling spirits from the
vasty deep. They did not come. In this emergency Major Moses applied
to General Toombs, and he obtained an order from General Breckinridge,
the Confederate Secretary of War, upon the officers in charge of the specie
train, to pay Major Moses $40,000 in bullion, of which $10,000 was to be
turned over to the Quartermaster under Gen. Alexander R. Lawton, the
Confederate Quartermaster-General.
Armed with this order, Major
Moses overtook the train of wagons a mile 01- so from Washington, the
night of its departure, and received and receipted for what was estimated
or guessed to be about $40,000 of gold bullion.
"This bullion was carried back to Washington, and being guarded over
night, $10,000 was paid over to the Quartermaster-General, Lawton, and
with the other $30,000 Major Moses started for Augusta, guarded by four
members of the Washington Artillery. Major Moses had a stirring time
with his perilous treasure. It was, of course, known immediately that he
had it in possession. T h e war had unhinged men's ideas and principles.
But still more demoralizing to the public conscience was the desperate stress
of the people, coupled with the knowledge that the Confederate cause was
dead, and that this specie was ownerless and a probable treasure trove and
booty for the Federal soldiers. Major Moses, with punctilious honor, was
I-esolved to part with it only with his life and to deliver it according to
orders in fulfillment of its kindly mission.
"On the train from Washington to Barnett, where the branch road
joins the Georgia Railroad, he was watched and menaced' with constant
danger. At Barnett he had his car switched off before the train arrived at
the depot and left in a cut, but the eager crowd swarmed around it. T h e
car was taken up to the depot, and for several hours, until the Augusta train
arrived, Major Moses was in the most perturbing perplexity and strain of
his life. There were some two or three hundred returning soldiers, besides
the no less determined citizens. These desperate men, a reckless mob,
coolly demanded the money, as being as much theirs as any one's, and they
were armed to enforce their demands. A number of soldiers and officers
stood by Major Moses, giving him friendly aid, among whom werz Private
Shepherd, formerly of Columbus, Ga., then of Texas, and' General Sanford, who is now practicing law in Montgomery, Alabama. Major Moses
remonstrated quietly and argumentatively with the menacing men surrounding him, and appealed to their honor and patriotism and stated his
orders. At length it seemed nothing could avert the attempted ravishment
of this specie.
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"A wounded officer seemed to be the ringleader. Finally, as if by an
inspiration, Major Moses stepped up to this officer and addressed him in
these words:
" 'Sir, your rank indicates that you are a gentleman, and your wound
testifies that you have been a gallant soldier. I appeal to you in the spirit
of that honor that belongs to all brave men, to assist me in the discharge of
this trust.,
"The officer promptly responded that he would willingly aid in the
matter, and he went around among the threatening soldiers, quieting them.
Major Moses was enabled safely to continue his trip, and deliver the bullion to General Molineux, stationed at Augusta, and did so upon his promise to feed the returning soldiers and see that the sick in the hospitals were
cared for."
The last orders of the Confederate Government were thus issued to
Major Moses.
They were:
"Maj. R. J. Moses, C. S., will pay $10,000, the amount of bullion
appropriated to Q. M. Dept. by Sec. War to Maj. R. R. Wood. By order
of Q. M. Gen.

"W. F. Alexander, Maj. and Ass. to Q. M. Gen.
"5 May, 1865, Washington".
The receipt for the bullion follows:

"Received from Maj. R. J. Moses three boxes estimated to contain
$10,000 in bullion. This has not been weighed or counted, and is to be
opened before two commissioned officers and a certificate of contents made,
which certificate is to be forwarded to Maj. R. J. Moses, and by the
amount certified to the undersigned is to be bound.
With Yankee troops hard upon his trail General Toombs made his escape from his home in Wilkes county to France. E n route he stopped at
Mobile and was entertained at the home of Howard Evans and his famous
sister, Augusta. This occurred in May 1865. General Toombs traveling
as Major Martin, sometimes alone and sometimes accompanied by only
one trusted friend, was closely pursued by the Yankee soldiers.
At Mobile, General Toombs repaired to the home of his friend Mr.
Evans, some four miles from the city. There he anticipated a much needed
rest from his pursuers.
Miss Evans was anxious to be of the greatest service to her distinguished guest and dismissed all of the household servants in order to conceal his whereabouts from as many people as possible. She did the cooking
and housework, herself, in order to insure his further safety.
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General Toombs enjoyed this visit to its fullest and wrote interesting
accounts of it. Alexander H. Stephens hearing of the Evans' kindness
wrote Miss Evans a note of thanks.
During the visit one morning when General Toombs was in the rear
of the house, the Yankee general who was detailed to capture Toombs and
who was also acquainted with Miss Evans paid her a call.
I n the course of the ensuing conversation the Federal officer said that
he thought he had seen Toombs on the train en route to Mobile, but could
not be absolutely sure, as he did not know him particularly well. Miss
Evans appeared highly interested and replied that she heard that General
Toombs was in Cuba. Shortly afterward, the Federal officer concluded
his call, never dreaming that his coveted prize had been under the same
roof with him.
A number of members of local military companies were present at
Lee's surrender at Appomattox and the scene is described by one of them:
"From the fall of Richmond, April 1, till the dull gray dawn of the
9th, we had fought by dlay and marched by night, hungry, weary, footsore
and ragged all the time. W e (of General Hood's old division) had composed the rear guard of the army during the night of the 8th, and at the
break of day we filed from the muddy road into an old field and lay dbwn
on the wet ground to rest and gather a little strength for the conflict we
felt sure was to come. There filed past us Ewell's old division, gaunt and
spectre-like in the murky morning mist, the wreck of that splendid corps
which had chased Banks, Fremont and Shield's from the Valley, and made
Pope, Burnside and Hooker lose their high commands. Alas, what a
change! Its brigades had dwindled to mere companies; its tattered regimental flags, upheld by haggard, famished men, were so near together that
it seemed only the color guards had been left to make that last sad review.
Truly, coming events had already cast their shadows before. The shadows
we saw, the coming events we did not see, for how could those men of war
believe that there was anything but battle in front of us.
"I heard General Lee direct General Benning to send scouts to the
river over the line of our march and by the time the courier reached me with
the order, I had buckled on for the last time the familiar armor, and selecting two soldiers, we retraced our steps through the woods and far into the
fields beyond. Soon we saw the blue-coated cavalry coming. Sending my
comrades, who were unused to scouting, to the rear, and sheltered by a pine
thicket, I awaited the approach of the foe. A major rode in advance and
T came near adding his name to the pension list before I saw he had a white
handkerchief on a switch. H e gave me a letter to General Lee which I delivered to the nearest general for transmission by mounted courier, and
returning to the rear I found the Federal infantry forming in plain view
of our men who had orders not to fire. W e could not understand it, and
I hastened to my own commander with the information.
"Shortly the news came along the line that Lee had surrendered.
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Like a scar burned by fiercest flame, that is imprinted on my memory.
Gray haired veterans wept aloud or wrung their hands in agony.
"Some broke their swords and rifles; some cursed the day of their
birth; others laughed hysterically like men gone mad from sudden frenzy.
W e were surrendering to men who had fled before us at Manassas, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. Among these men were Sheridan, whose
division at Chicamauga had melted before us in the wildkst panic. We had
killed, wounded and captured more of their army than our own numbered
since the campaign opened in May, 1864, and what mattered it if they
were now seven to one, recruited with bounty-loving foreigners. But it was
done. Lee had said so. I told my comrades that I should desert and go
to Johnson's army, and going to Colonel Sorrell, Longstreet's chief of
staff, I told him I intended to desert. I remember that I wondered then
that he did not order me to be shot, but he refused to tell me the best way
out, saying that his parole forbade that; I insisted that he tell me where the
fewest Yankees were, and' he finally waved his riding switch toward the
southeast.
''By wading down a millstream fringed with willows, which screened
me from observation, I passed the enemy's lines, but in the evening, while
passing through a large field which I could not avoid, a foraging party of
Michigan cavalry captured me and carried me to their commander, General
Custer, who among other questions, asked me what I would do now, if
I had my way. 'Put powder under both armies and blow them to perdition,'
was the reply. Said he: 'If you have not had enough of fighting I have a
man here who will give you enough,' and he called out, 'Tom, Tom:
when there arose a Michigan trooper who seemed to be at least seven feet
high. I said to General Custer. 'As I am very tired I will take a seat
while you make game of a prisoner,' and took a seat on a pile of wood
prepared for his evening fire, H e immediately ordered me sent to the provost guard who shared with me the Virginia ham and coffee-all they had.
Two days later I was permitted to return to my comrades, received my
parole, and started moneyless, ragged and without rations, on the tramp
to Alabama.
"My company, the Columbus Guards, entered service the 16th of
April, 186 1, with 1 14 names on its roll. Thirteen, of whom only eight
bore arms, surrendered at Appommattox."
For about two months after the close of hostilities Georgia was entirely under military authorities. Governor Brown's action after the surrender resulted in his arrest and the state was left without a civil head.
In the latter part of June 1865, the President appointed James Johnson of Columbus, provisional governor of the state. Before secession Governor Johnson had been a notable unionist, having defeated General
Renning in the Congressional race of 1850 on that account. From the
beginning of the agitation he had been a consistent union man. Those
now living who recall Judge Johnson, as he was known here, being judge
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of the superior court, state that he was noted for his justice and fair dealing
in the court room.
Judge Johnson was a North Carolinian by birth, having been born
in that state in 1811. On completing his law course he opened an office
in Columbus. From 1851 to 1853 he represented this district in Congress and after his term as provisional governor of Georgia was made
collector of customs at Savannah, 1866-1869. H e was judge of the
Chattahoochee Circuit of Superior Court in 1870. H e died in 1890 and
is buried in an unmarked grave in Linwood cemetery.
At the time .he took office a contemporary describes him:
"Provisional Gov. James Johnson is a plain and unassuming gentleman of forty-five to fifty years of age, of medium size and height, who
dresses throughout in black, has a regular and pleasantly inexpressive face,
wears short chin and throat whiskers, and is slightly bald."
When he was named by President Johnson as chief executive of this
sfate in 1865 he immediately went to Milledgeville to take charge of the
affairs of Georgia. Shortly afterward he issued a proclamation for a state
convention to be held in the capital the following October.
In this proclamation he said:
"That the idea, if any such is entertained, that private property will
be distributed or parceled out, is not only delusive, but dangerous and mischievous; and if any attempt shall be made by any person or persons to
effect such an object by violence or unlawful means, it will only secure
to him or them and merited punishment."
Delegates to the convention were to be elected by the people and it
was necessary for the voter to take the "Amnesty Oath" before his vote
could be counted.
In order to decrease the bitterness between the Southerners and the
Federal government, Governor Johnson ruled that this oath might be
taken before civil officers, whereas up to that time all citizens desiring
to take the oath had had to appear before military authorities. Every man
who had fought in the Confederate army was required to take the oath,
although those who held office and then served as soldiers were not allowed to take the oath of amnesty. As a consequence, many of Georgia's
most able leaders were excluded from the convention.
Among those attending the convention which was in session from
October 25th to November 8th, who were connected with affairs in this
city were A. H. Chappell, Hines Holt, and Porter Ingram.
Governor Johnson in his address to the convention said:
"Slavery has been abolished in these states. Georgia, in convention is
called upon to put on record an acknowledgement of the accomplished
fact, to give assurance to mankind that involuntary servitude shall not
hereafter, in any form, or by virture of any device, exist within her borders;
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to enjoin on succeeding legislators that they should' guard by law the community from the evils of sudden emancipation, shall secure those emerging
from bondage in the enjoyment of their legal rights; and shall protect the
humble, the ignorant, and weak from wrong and aggression."
His message explained' that Georgia was in a bankrupt condition, all
of the cotton possessed by the state having been destroyed, and foreign securities mortgaged to the limit. The public debt of the state was said to be
more than twenty million dollars, of which amount more than eighteen
million dollars had been incurred during the war. H e asserted that the
downfall of the Confederacy resulted in the extinction of the debt which
was unconstitutional.
H e urged the convention to repudiate the debt and to fullfill the
other obligations which would place her on an equality with her sister states.
Although the delegates to the convention fought this measure for days,
it was finally adopted after Governor Johnson had telegraphed to the
President, "We need some aid to reject the war debt." The President replied that the state could not re-enter the union unless the war debt were
repudiated and with no other alternative, the resolution was adopted.
A. H. Chappell of Columbus, introduced the ordinance calling for
this measure, though it was changed before its final adoption.
Other matters resulting from this session were the formal repealing
of the Ordinance of Secession, the abolition of slavery in this state, and
the adoption of a new state constitution.
The convention also ordered an election for a governor and other
state officials to be held in November. The most prominent of all the
Georgians in attendance at the convention was Charles J. Jenkins. A few
weeks afterward he was elected governor without opposition.
Provisional Governor Johnson telegraphed approval of the conduct
cf the affairs of the state to Presidknt Johnson, and Jenkins was accepted
as head of civil affairs in Georgia. H e was inaugurated December 14th,
and the provisional governor was relieved of office.
Although Governor Jenkins was accepted by President Johnson and
Georgia readmitted as a state, Congress thought she had been dealt with
in a far too lenient a manner, and continued to have troops stationed in this
"territory".
The army of occupation was accompained by a big horde of "Carpet
baggers," from other sections of the country, whose sole aim was to profit
from the ruined country. Their name was taken from the fact that most of
their possessions were transported in the popular satchel, a "carpetbag".
With them were the scalawag^'^, natives of this section, who were bent on
the same purpose of making what they could from the misfortunes of their
betters. A large number of these unwelcome guests were connected with
the Freedmen's Bureau, which Congresss had created to look after the
interests of the emancipated negroes, a branch of which was located in each
town.
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Finally, Congress proposed the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States and decreed that all the Southern States
must ratify the amendment which permitted the multitude of freed negroes
to vote.
Georgia refused to adopt the amendment and a few months afterward
Governor Jenkins was removed from office by Federal troops, and this
state, with Alabama and Florida, were made into the third Military District; under command of ~ aor-~eneral
j
Pope.
In the meanwhile, Columbus was having her share of postwar troubles
and disturbances.
Some of the troops left here to have charge of the city following its
capitulation were negroes, whose new importance and freedom only aided
in a more complete ruin and degradation of the city. White women could
not go alone upon the streets and the strutting darkies with Federal power
on their side, held sway for a short time.
the account of their
Mr. R. M. Howard in his "Reminiscences" gives
removal, a s follows :
"In February, 1866, about where now stands Chancellor's store, Cooper (Lindsay) shot and killed a negro soldier. A white lieutenant with a
squad of negroes pursued and captured him at the Central Railroad. By the
time they reached the Third National Bank corner, a crowd of at least
1,000 had assembled and fearless old Bob Sheridan with a navy six in one
hand and his watch in the other said to the lieutenant, '1'11 give you just
thirty seconds to turn Lindsay loose'; upon which the lieutenant said,
'Go, Lindsay, Go! God knows I've got no use for you.' H e was mounted
on the first horse in sight and came immediately to my home and spent the
night there. That evening about dark, Major Warner, an ordnance
officer and an excellent man, was felled by some of the negro garrison quartered in what was then known as the Banks building on the east side of
Broad street, the Major passing on the west side, but for the pleading of
many of the older and influential citizens of the city, the entire garrison
would have been annihilated that night. I n a few days this garrison was
removed."
The Major Warner spoken of above, had been in charge of the naval
works here during the war and was responsible for many plans and designs
for ships in the Confederate navy.
Though the entire South was still drenched with the blood of her
dead, and had scarcely begun to awaken from the disastrous re3ult of the
sacrifice, the men and women of this section reacted to the best of their
ability to the new circumstances imposed by the changed mode of life.
I t was among the women of Columbus that an annual Memorial Day
was begun, at which time all of the heroes could be remembered and
their graves decorated by friends and relatives.
Miss Lizzie Rutherford, who later became Mrs. Roswell Ellis, and
whose body rests in Linwood cemetery in this city, was the promoting force
VISIT www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

152

(C) 2005 Electronic Edition

HISTORY OF

COLUMBUS,
GEORGIA

in this movement. As a result the Soldiers' Aid Society of Columbus developed into the Ladies' Memorial Association with the avowed purpose of
honoring the Confederate dead on April 26th of each year.
Although Miss Rutherford caused the establishment of Memorial
Day, the idea did not originate with her. Contemporaries of Miss Rutherford have left a very interesting account of the actual beginning of this very
appropriate custom.
In 1.898 the members of the Lizzie Rutherford chapter of the Daughters of the Confederacy caused to be printed the history of Memorial Day,
gleaned from newspaper accounts and affidavits of members of the original
society attested by a notary public. The history itself was written under the
direction of the Memorial Association and the affidavits were furnished by
Mrs. William G. Woolfolk, Mrs. Jane E. Martin and Mrs. Clara M.
Dexter.
Mrs. Martin was a close friend' of Miss Rutherford and while on a
visit to her old home in Columbus in January, 1866, had occasion to join
Miss Rutherford, who with other members of the Soldiers' Aid Society,
was going to the cemetery, now Linwood, to care for the graves of the
soldiers.
Upon their return from the cemetery the talk of the group ranged
around the matter of remembering the soldiers by appropriate exercises and
Miss Rutherford told of a suggestion she had in mind. Recently she had
been reading "The Initials" by Baroness Tautphoeus and was particularly
impressed with the chapter in which was described the custom of the Roman
Catholics in decorating the graves of the dead on All Saints' Day. Miss
Rutherford said she would like to see a similar custom established in this
country. Her suggestion was immediately taken up and presented at a
meeting of the Soldiers' Aid Society.
The Soldiers' Aid Society sometimes called the Soldiers' Friend Society was organized by certain women of Columbus during the Civil War
for the purpose of helping the soldiers in any way possible. Among other
duties of the organization was the caring for the graves of the soldiers who
had died in the hospital in Columbus and those who had been killed here
April 16, 1865. Upon the conclusion of the war this was the principal duty
of the society, and there was discussion as to whether it should be adjourned
or continue under another name.
After Miss Rutherford's suggestion in January of 1866, there was
much talk as to dates, programs, etc., for a particular Memorial Day, and' it
was her idea that April 26 would be an appropriate day, as upon that day
in 1865 Gen. Joseph E. Johnson,. the last Confederate leader to surrender,
had laid down his arms:
When the matter was brought before the Aid Society it was immediately adopted and that organization was formed into the Ladies' Memorial Association. When the day was set for April 26, Mrs. Chas. J.
Williams, secretary of the society, was instructed to write to women and
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organizations in other towns, requesting them to unite with Columbus in
observing a special day with appropriate exercises for the soldiers. Letters
were also written to several newspapers requesting their cooperation, and
many favorable answers were received. The meeting of the organization
was held at the home of Mrs. John Tyler, corner of fourth avenue and
Fourteenth street.
On April 26, 1866, the first Memorial Day Exercise with Col. James
M. Ramsey as orator, was held at the St. Luke Methodist church in Columbus.
The suggestion was adopted by several other cities throughout the
state and section. Year by year the movement grew until those of the
North and other sections of the country became interested.
At the present time all over the United States, a certain day each
year is set aside for decorating the graves of the soldiers and' holding memorial exercises. Georgia with a few other Southern states observes April
26, while May 10 is recognized in other states.
The North has set aside May 30, and it is known as Decoration Day,
though all the observances are based on the original Memorial Day exercises, held for the first time here in Columbus.
The letter which was written by Mrs. Williams and which was largely
responsible for the wide adoption of this custom follows:
uColumbus, Ga., March 12, 1866.
"Messrs. Editors:- The ladies are now and havi been for several
days engaged in the sad but pleasant duty of ornamenting and improving
that portion of the city cemetery sacred to the memory of our gallant Confederate dead, but we feel it is an unfinished work unless a day be set apart
annually for its especial attention. W e cannot raise monumental shafts and
inscribe thereon many deeds of heroism, but we can keep alive the memory
of the debt we owe them, by dedicating at least one day in each year to embellishing their humble graves with flowers. Therefore we beg the assistance of the press and the ladies throughout the South to aid us in the effort
to set apart a certain day to be observed, from the Potomac to the Rio
Grande, and be handed down through time as a religious custom of the
South, to wreath the graves of our martyred dead with flowers; and
we propose the 26th day of April as the day. Let every city, town and
village join in the pleasant duty. Let all alike be remembered, from the
heroes of Manasses to those who expired amid the death throes of those of
our hallowed cause. W e l l crown alike the honored resting places of the immortal Jackson in Virginia, Johnson at Shiloh, Cleburne in Tennessee,
and the host of gallant privates who adorned our ranks. All did their duty
and to all we owe our gratitude. Let the soldiers' graves, for that day at
least, be the Southern Mecca to whose shrine her sorrowing women, like
ilgrims, may annually bring their grateful hearts and floral offerings.
nd when we remember the thousands who were buried 'with their mate-
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rial cloaks around them', without Christian ceremony of interment, we
would invoke the aid of the most thrilling eloquence throughout the land to
inaugurate this custom, by delivering on the appointed day this year, a eulogy on the unburied dead of our glorious Southern army. They died for their
country. Whether their country had or had not the right to demand the
sacrifice is no longer a question for discussion. W e leave that for nations
to decide in the future. That it was demanded-that they fought nobly,
and fell holy sacrifices upon their country's altar, and are entitled to their
country's gratitude, none will deny.
"The proud banner under which they rallied in defense of the holiest
and noblest cause for which heroes fought, or trusting woman prayed, has
been furled forever. The country for which they suffered and died, has
now no name or place among the nations of the earth. Legislative enactments may not be made to do honor to their memories, but the veriest radical that ever traced his genealogy back to the Mayflower, could not refuse
thus the simple privilege of paying honor to those who died defending the
life, honor and happiness of the Southern women."
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The Ashburn Case and the Fourteenth Amendment

'

HE summer of 1865 found Georgia the prey of two new forces,

with the more able and constructive of her own public men prevented from taking part in her affairs. Half a million negroes
, had been given their "freedom" and were drunk with the sound
of the word. Thousands of Yankee soldiers had been stationed
throughout the state for the purpose of seeing that the negroes received
the rights so tumultuously thrust upon them.
Besides these, were the "carpet baggers," who were said to carry
their wordly goods in their carpet bags, and the scalawag^,'^ low class
Southerners, who were hand in glove with their Yankee conferers in
stirring up racial hatred to result in their own affluence and aggrandizement.
T h e country and plantation districts of Georgia suffered from the
emancipation of the negroes far more and in .an entirely different manner
than the cities. T h e larger part of the negroes imagined their liberty to
mean freedom from work, and numbers expected the Federal government
to award them portions of their former masters' lands and goods.
However, with General Tillson's appointment as head of the Freedmen's Bureau in Georgia, certain measures were passed concerning vagabond negroes that resulted in the return to work of a large number, and
in the penalizing of those who would not work. In this respect Georgia
was more fortunate than some of her sister states where the military
control of the negroes was not in the hands of as capable a man as General
Tillson.
When the hordes of negroes realized their masters had no further
claims on them, many of them left the fields and came to town, with no
idea as to how they would live. Establishing themselves they began to
pilfer and steal whatever they could lay their hands on. The local newspapers during that time carried daily accounts of robberies of private store
houses, and the law in the hands of the lower element did nothing- for a
while to prevent it.
With the laws against vagabondage put into operation, a large majority of these idlers had to get to work and a great many returned to their
former masters who were glad to hire them arid put the land under
cultivation.
However, there were yet crowds of worthless, lazy darkies in the
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towns who lived by stealing from the whites and acted as henchmen to
the "carpet baggers" and scalawags", whose power was constantly increasing.
Of the latter class, the "scalawags," one man who proved to be the
most notorious in the state, was a resident of Columbus. H e was G. W.
Ashburn, a native of North Carolina, who had been in Georgia for some
thirty years, most of which time he had spent as an overseer of slaves on
various plantations. H e was noted for his cruelty to the negroes and was
successively dismissed by all who employed him. At one time he was a
sort of porter or bell boy in a local hotel and was discharged for insolence
to a guest.
H e came to Columbus in 1867 to take up his abode, and with high
political ambition, began at once to make himself acquainted with and useful to the negroes and the lower element of whites. For his action in
local and county politics he made great headway in the Republican party
and was elected, with another of his like, a mulatto, to represent Muscogee
county in the constitutional convention of December, 1867.
This convention met December 9th and after a recess in the early
part of the year reconvened and did not adjourn until the following
March. Meanwhile, General Meade was appointed to succeed' General
Pope as military head of this district.
T h e convention, in session for so long a time, required some forty
thousand dollars for expenses, and request was made for the state to pay
the amount. T h e Treasurer, John Jones, refused and members of the
convention called upon General Meade to force the governor, Charles J.
Jenkins, to authorize the payment of the money. T h e governor refused
and General Meade dismissed him, with the State Treasurer, from office.
Governor Jenkins went to Washington and appealed for justice, but
was turned down. H e took the seal of the State of Georgia and a large
amount of money which he deposited in a Northern bank, to the credit of
the state, and moved to Canada. I n taking the Great Seal he said he did
not want to see it attached to illegal documents and would return it when
constitutional law and order again prevailed.
In his stead, General Meade "detailed for duty" as governor of the
state, Gen. Thomas H. Ruger of the United States Army.
Referring to the convention then being held in Atlanta, the "Enquirer" of March 1, 1868 said:
"Some people in Atlanta have gone crazy because the Mulattoes propose to move the Capitol to that place. Old Bard of the Era has belched
forth a vast amount of nonsense on the subject, and a negro named Bob
'gin a treat7.
"The scalawags, carpet-baggers, soldiers, niggers editors, and molasses colored gals had a gay time on peanuts and persimmon beer."
Such was the body of law makers who had charge of the administration
of justice in this state, and among such a gathering was Ashburn perfectly
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at ease.
In Columbus he was notorious as a consort of negroes and lived among
them.
I t is said that in his frequent speeches made on the streets among his
conferers he was heard to announce that "while Republicans and negroes
are weak, matches are cheap." Numerous reports of incendiarism were
laid at his door, as well as other crimes among the negroes.
As the result of the "black and tan convention" it seems that Ashburn
returned to Columbus, more self-sufficient and confident of his power than
ever before. The convention, besides drawing up a new constitution for
the state, had ordered an election to be held in April, and it was Ashburn's
desire to be sent to Washington as a senator from Georgia.
On reaching Columbus he immediately went to the Perry House, now
the Racine Hotel, and in the absence of the proprietor, secured accommodations. T h e guests refused to associate with him and many left the
hotel.
When, a few days later, the owner returned, Ashburn was summarily
ejected and forced to find lodging elsewhere. His threats of vengeance
availed nothing.
Hannah Flournoy, a mulatto, with whom he was already acquainted,
took him in her establishment, which was located across the street from
the Perry House, three doors from the northwest corner of Thirteenth
street and First avenue. This "brothel" was a one story affair, consisting of
three rooms, one behind the other. A "carpet bagger," A. G. Bennett by
name, head of the local Loyal League, occupied the front room, and Hannah Flournoy with Amanda Patterson, a seventeen year old white girl,
had the middle one, Ashburn was in the last room. Doors connected all
three apartments.
1n- the rear yard' of the establishment mas another house, occupied
entirely by negroes. From these surroundings Ashburn continued to
threaten the whites and to incite the negroes.
For his efforts, however, he was being rewarded in an entirely unanticipated fashion. Many of his followers and former friends were becornidg so disgusted with him that they deserted him, some going so far as
to make threats against his life.
As for the better class of people in the city, his presence had become
unbearable, and it was decided that as. a public nuisance and menace he
must be gotten out of town. T h e daily reports of fires, thefts, etc., only
went to show how seriously the misguided negroes had taken his suggestions.
Toward the latter part of March there began to be rumored abroad
the presence of the Ku Klux Klan, which had been organized to take charge
of such legally protected scoundrels as Ashburn and his followers. With
the news spread around the desired result began to be apparent and the
papers announced "the scalawags have gone to their holes-Maul1
has
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fled to Alabama-Ashburn keeps to his nigger den-Gilbert has burrowed
a pit in the Chattahoochee."
Numerous houses in the city were marked on their front doors with
the mystic K. K. K. and notices, posted in prominent places, and appearing
in the papers, warned miscreants against further depredations and inciting
gatherings.
Meanwhile, the Republicans in the city, mixed gangs of whites and
blacks, were holding demonstrations and parading for the candidates they
had nominated-R.
B. Bullock, for governor, and W. E. Edwards, for
Congress. Ashburn was generally the leader through his alliance with
the Loyal Leaguers.
A large open air meeting was held on the afternoon of Saturday,
March 28th, at the court house square. Thousands of negroes had been
expected to attend, but only a few hundred came and for the most part
they were not of Columbus but were stragglers who had not yet been
caught and made to work.
T h e feature of the meeting was the row which occurred between one
of the prominent negro leaders and Ashburn, most of those in attendance
supporting the negro. Threats were made to kill Ashburn and the military
forces were compelled to interfere to prevent a riot.
While these demonstrations were in progress a group of the prominent young men of the city planned to take matters in their hands
and rid the city of the source of the trouble, as soon as practicable.
On Monday night, March 30th, some of them prepared an outfit of
tar and feathers in which they proposed to clothe Ashburn before "riding
him on a rail" out of town. These they had hidden in Jacques saloon,
nearby.
T h e same night an immense crowd' of negroes gathered in the Temperance Hall for a political meeting and were harangued in violently incendiary terms by M. M. Turner for nearly four hours. Turner was
a mulatto and had been a member of the Atlanta convention. Ashburn
was present and managed to stir up a disagreement with Turner which
resulted in further disturbance and recriminations. What popularity he
had won among the Republicans and negroes was fast being dispelled by
his overweening attempt to lead them against their will.
Some hours later, after the city had apparently grown quiet and Ashburn with his cronies had gone to bed for the night various small groups
gathered in the vacant lot north of the Perry House.
It was between twelve and one o'clock that the occupants of Hannah
Flournoy's place were aroused by some one calling for a "Mary Tillinghast." admittance was refused, and a request to let someone in was repeated
at Bennett's door. H e refused and the door was battered down. Five men
entered and passed through the front room and the second. A figure
jumped out of the window of the second room, but was not noticed by
the intruders who passed on to the door of the last room, occupied by
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Ashburn.
On a bare table a sputtering candle had just been lit and was throwing
into grotesque relief another table piled with a woman7s garments, a
warped split bottom chair, and an untidy bed. Ashburn had hurriedly
donned a long tail coat over his night shirt. On seeing the men enter,
Ashburn pulled out a pistol.
Somebody fired, and several other shots followed.
Ashburn stumbled and fell in a heap in the far right hand corner of
the room.
Exclamations came from the lips of the intruders, one of whose mask
had fallen, and without moving the body, they went out to join the crowd
that had crossed the street and was rapidly filling up the disordered house.
When a policeman arrived to learn the cause of the shooting, there
were a few on-lookers left with Bennett and the two women. One had
picked up a black mask.
The next day the coroner empaneled a jury and called for the testimony of those who were known to have been present and that of several
physicians. The jury consisted of F. A. Jepson, foreman, B. D. Casey,
F. S. Chapman, J. W. Duer, J. H. Smith, William Fee, and A. F. Calhoun.
Solicitor John Peabody of the city court questioned the witnesses and Drs.
Tuggle and Kirkscey testified as to Ashburn's death.
I t was found that some fourteen shots had been fired, three of which
had taken effect in the body of the dead man, and only one, in the forehead, was said to have been serious enough to have produced death. Other
bullet holes were found in his coat and the furniture and walls of his room.
At the inquest the black mask was exhibited by Ashburn's son,
Theodore, and identification of some of the midnight intruders was sworn
to. Later, however, the witnesses said they had been mistaken and would
not be sure.
When the news of, the shooting of Ashburn spread around, the mayor,
F. G. Wilkins, was prompt to offer a reward of $500. Later the state
authorities offered $2,000 for the apprehension of those responsible for
the scalawag's death. Other rewards increased the amount until almost
every Republican, "carpet bagger,'' "scalawag," soldier, or negro began to
spy on everybody else. Report had got out that the killing had been done
by some of the town's "dandies" and particular care was given to overhearing them and investigating their personal effects.
Another happening on the night of Ashburn's death which was interpreted variously was a big masquerade ball which was given at the home
of Mr. Dudley Chipley on upper Broad street. T o this affair, everyone
went in fancy dress, wearing masks. It was a large party and members of
the city's best families attended.
Later on, when even the domestic servants had assumed the role of
spies for the efiormous reward for Ashburn's slayers, every household
where a mask was found was under suspicion and many names were given
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to the authorities on that evidence.
Ashburn's funeral, the day after the inquest, showed indisputably how
he had fallen in the eyes of his party and also was indicative of how his
cronies would desert their leader when they were frightened'.
A plain wooden coffin was purchased by the city and negro women
were the only persons to offer aid' in preparing the body for burial. Negro
pall bearers were called on for their aid and a procession formed on
Oglethorpe street now First avenue.
From the house where the shooting occurred the body was borne down
the thoroughfare as far as the Presbyterian church, where the procession
turned east to place the corpse on the afternoon train for Macon. All this
occurred to the solemn, pathetic measures of two drums and a fife.
There was only one vehicle to show honor to the dead man and it was
occupied by his seventeen year old son, Theodore, with his employer, one
Coleman who had been excommunicated from the Jewish synagogue, and
two negroes.
Following this carriage were perhaps two hundred negroes, most of
them women, and none recognized as being from Columbus. An escort
of six soldiers and a c~rporallent a military air to the procession. No
white men were discovered in the entire number. The last section of the
procession carried a United States flag.
I n Macon, dispatches said, the body was met by twenty-five or thirty
persons, and escorted to the residence of Madison Jones, a brother-in-law
of the dkad man, from where it was interred.
Reports were heard in Columbus that the letters K. K. K. were on
the coffin lid when it left the city, but a friend of Ashburn's wrote a communication to one of the daily papers denying it. Still, though, the older
citizens never tell the story of the slaying without reference to the insignia.
Sometime afterward an issue of a prominent periodical came out
with exaggerated accounts of Ashburn's death and funeral. Photographs
of a luxurious establishment appeared as the house where he was killed
and scores of mourners gorgeously attired, riding in splendid equipages
were pictured as the funeral escort. These scenes and the story were later
identified as being the reproduction of the funeral of the Governor-Genera1 of Canada, who had recently died.
The affair which had been started by men of the city merely to remove a public menace, without the anticipation of any serious injury to
him nor anybody else, was to have significance in the affairs of the state
and nation which had never been dreamed of, on the part of the citizens 01
Columbus.
As a crime whose authors were to be apprehended and dealt with, it
had one meaning, while as a pivot on which subsequent state politics turned,
it had a far wider significance.
Georgia at the time was not in the Union and both Republicians and
Democrats were busy at work for the election which had been ordered by
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the Atlanta convention. U p to this time the Democrats had adopted an
attitude of helpless indifference toward the handling of the state's affairs,
but urged on by the more conservative and far sighted leaden the Democrats were beginning to organize their forces and urge a complete registration of the members of their party.
T o this end the Young Men's Democratic clubs had been formed
throughout the state. I n Columbus a great deal of publicity was given the
movement against radicalism, and it emanated from the group later to be
known as that club here.
On March 31st, an enthusiastic Democratic meeting was held at the
Temperance Hall and plans discussed for further control by the Democratic party of the affairs of the county and state.
On the same date the Third Congressional District held a convention
here. Dr. R. A. T. Rid'ley of Troup was president; Col. J. A. L. Lee,
of Muscogee, vice- president; J. W. Wiley, Coweta, secretary; and John
J. McKendree, Muscogee, treasurer. Counties represented were: Muscogee, Harris, Taylor, Talbot, Troup, Coweta, and Carroll.
At this meeting P. W. Alexander was elected delegate to the larger
convention to be held later in Atlanta.
On the night of April 3rd, about three'hundred of the younger men
met and formally organized the Young Men's Democratic club in Columbus.
Officers elected were: Col. Hugh M. King, president, Lambert
Spencer, vice-president; Capt. W. U. Garrard, secretary ; and C. B. Grimes,
treasurer. The enrollment increased from day to day to such an extent
that the radicals realized their influence was on the wane and something
had to be done if they intended to continue their control of affairs in this
section of the state.
With the murder of Ashburn, Mayor Wilkins doubled the police
patrol and the military detachment stationed here by the United States
government made special preparations to increase the guard duty throughout the city.
Some of the Republicians and soldiers here communicated the killing
to General Meade who informed General Grant in Washington of the
happening. T h e latter instructed Meade to use all of his power in investigating the case, to arrest such suspects as might have been implicated and
have them tried before a military tribunal.
With this authority supporting him, Captain Mills, who had charge
of the garrison in Columbus, began the wholesale arrest of local citizens.
I t was apparent that the most of the men thus taken into custody were
'members of the Young Mens' Democratic club and the negroes arrested
were noted in the community for their Democratic utterances.
On April 6th, "Nine gentlemen and one negro" were arrested as they
appeared on the downtown streets by Lieutenant Atwood, of the garrison,
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following orders by Captain Mills. They were ~ointedout by Tom
Grier.
These men were placed in the court house and allowed no communication with relatives, friends, nor counsel. They were arrested without a
warrant and were not informed for what offense they were confined.
Three others yere arrested the day following, and after that for more
than two months, through June 19th, citizens were being constantly picked
up on the streets by military authorities who showed no order for such
action, and were confined as prisoners.
The arrests began the day the registration began and the prisoners
were released on bond the day it closed.
In all, there were more than twenty taken into custody, among them
being the following :
William B. Bedell
Robert A. Ennis
Robert A. Wood
Christopher Columbus BedellDr. Elisha J. KirksceyJames L. Wiggins
James W. Barber
R. H. Daniel
D. W. Lawrence
&a C. Roper
George F. Betz
Sgt. Chas. Marshall
A. G. Bennett
Robert C. Hudson
Thomas W. Grimes
C. B. Grimes
James Lawrence
Wade H. Stephens
Isaac Marks
Milton Malone
William L. Cash
W. Dudley Chipley
Jacob Marks
William A. Duke
Three negroes:
John Wells, John Stapler, James McHenry.
Not all were confined at one time, but as evidence came up showing
how ridiculous was the arrest of some, they were set at liberty.
Not until three d'ays after the arrest of the first ten was there a sign
from military authorities that they could be released under bond. At
that time each bond was fixed at $2,500 and a total of $30,000 was required before the twelve men then imprisoned were allowed to leave the
court house.
When it became generally known that bonds would be accepted, there
was a great rush on the part of the Columbus citizens, whites and negroes,
to sign.
The paper was posted at the Columbus Bank, (now the First National
Bank), and in a very short while four hundred names were attached. Many
others wanted' to sign but it was not necessary. Negroes were not allowed
to place their name on the document.
Later some of the first twelve were re-arrested.
Before the first men were imprisoned it was known positively that a
man holding civil position by military appointment had offered bribes
for affidavits.against C. C. Bedell and so, it was natural for the prisoners
to think the arrests were made on suborned evidence.
On May 14th, another group of men was arrested with.no charges
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preferred against them. James Barber was not allowed to see his wife
before he was sent off to Fort Pulaski, in company with several others,
which included 'iwo negroes.
At Fort Pulaski, W. D. Chipley, who was sent there during the
latter part of May, was put into a sweat box but failed to make any disclosures. H e was a large, stout man, and never recovered from the
effects of this torture. As chairman of the executive committee of the
Democratic party in his district he was the prime object of persecution. C. C.
Bedell was also placed in the sweat box.
T h e two negroes, Democrats, too were subject to other forms of
torture, and fright but could make no accusations.
During the trial the prosecution rested their case upon evidence which
did not claim that any disclosures were made to the military, or other authorities, before the last week in May, except in the case of Bennett who
was said to have implicated five men, only one of whom, Sergeant Marshall,
was ever arrested.
Sergeant Marshall, who was connected with the garrison here, had
identified himself with the Democrats and was well liked by them.
T h e second arrest of Mr. Chipley occurred a few days after the
national Congress in session in Washington had heard a memorial written
by him, presented by Congressman Beck of Kentucky, and read to both
Houses.
This memorial was to the effect that citizens had been arrested, confined and no charges preferred against them. I t appealed for the rights
decreed by the Constitution, and expressed the desire of the prisoners to
know on what grounds they had' been imprisoned.
T h e day on which General Meade heard of its appearance before the
House of Representatives, Mr. Chipley was re-arrested and on the day
it came before the Senate he was sent back to solitary confinement in his
cell.
T h e message was not without its effect, though, for shortly after it
had been heard in the national Congress, the prisoners were removed to
Fort McPherson in Atlanta and accorded more humane treatment.
General Meade ordered Major Smythe, a member of his staff, to
Columbus, to procure further arrests, but he could not obtain sufficient
evidence and after a few days gave up the matter in disgust. A detective
was also secured to "work up" evidence, but nothing developed.
Finally, Major Whitley, another detective, who had become prominent in the trial of Mrs. Surratt, was secured, and other citizens were
taken up by military authority.
General Meade is said to have made the statement that he had enough
evidence to hang all of the prisoners, but various undeniable alibis were
established. C. B. Grimes had been at the house of one of Meade's friends
at the time of the murder, and was dismissed. Eight others were released
as their innocence was proved. T h e father of one of the witnesses said

VISIT www.gagenweb.org

,

www.gagenweb.org

164

(C) 2005 Electronic Edition

HISTORY OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA

his son was at home drunk at the time of the murder, and was incapable of
being believed. George Betz, a noted town loafer, who turned state's
evidence, said he had been paid $50 for his testimony. Wade Stephens'
mother and aunt impeached him before the superior court in Muscogee
county. A. G. Bennett and Amanda Patterson, swore one way at the inquest and another at the trial. Sergeant Marshall gave his testimony,
as &d all the others, under threats of punishment for former offenses if
he did not, and under promises of protection if he did. It was brought out
that Marshall had made statements to the effect that he was going to kill
Ashburn, himself.
While these witnesses were being secured, and some of them confined
with the prisoners in an attempt to distil some real evidence, those who
were to be tried remained in ignorance as to the charges against them and
could make no provision for counsel.
Finally, on Saturday, June 27th, they were presented with the charges,
and informed that the trial would begin the following Monday, June 29th.
Meanwhile, an array of volunteer counsel had offered their services
and included the most powerful legal minds of the day and state. This
testified as to the prominence of the men who were accused as well as the
general political significance of the case.
Counsel for the defense was composed of Alexander H. Stephens,
Martin J. Crawford, James M. Smith, James N. Ramsey, R. J. Moses,
William U. Garrard, Henry L. Benning, Marshall J. Wellborn, and
Lucius J. Gartrell. All were residents of Columbus except the last named.
Ex-Gov. Joe Brown, at $5,000, had been secured by prosecution to
assist General Dunn and Major Smythe. This action of Joe Brown's
branded him forever in the minds of many Georgians as a traitor to his
party and race. H e explained that he accepted MeadeJs offer in order that
the military authorities would not secure a radical instead.
Brown's noted apologist, Avery, says of him in this connection:
"This Ashburn matter constitutes one of the darkest episodes of that
dark day. I t left a more lasting and bitter legacy of hard' feeling that any
event of reconstruction. I t wounded Governor Brown more deeply than
any other incident of his life, and has followed him with a most cruel punishment, and yet if there is anything in human evidence, he was governed
by a noble motive, he sought a worthy object and deserves honor for his
conduct. The whole occurrence was tragic in the extreme-the gory murder, the wholesale arrests, the torture of the sweat box, the despotism of an
armed court, the substitution of the bayonet for the law, and the soldier
for the judge, the perilous pendency of human life upon the caprice of the
shoulder-strap, the bloody hunger of the clamorous mob of the North, the
background of political strife seething with the unsettled passions of war,
the resentful fears of an angry state-all were strong features of this
throbbing picture. But of it all there was no part more striking than the
long crucifixion of Governor Brown, seemingly an instrument of unsparing
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hate, but really a champion of release and civil supremacy.''
he military commission appointed for trial df the "~olumbusPrisoners" convened at McPherson Barracks in Atlanta, June 29, 1868, at
ten o'clock in the morning. The detail for the commission as named by
General Meade consisted of:
Brevet Brig.-Gen. Caleb C. Sibley, Colonel, 16th Infantry ; Brevet
Brig-Gen. Rufus Saxon, Major and Quartermaster, U. S. Army; Brevet
Brig.-Ges. John J. Milhan, Surgeon, U. S. Army; Brevet Col. John R,.
Lewis, 44th Infantry, U. S. Army; Brevet Lieut.-Col. Robert E. A.
Crofton, Captain 16th Infantry, U. S. Army; Brevet Maj. Samuel E. St.
Onge, Captain, 16th Infantry, U. S. Army; Brevet Maj. George M.
Brayton, Captain 3 r d Infantry, U. S. Army.
Later, Brevet Brig.-Gen. Elisha G. Marshall, Colonel, U. S. Army,
was appointed to take the place of Brevet Brig.-Gen. Rufus Saxton.
Brevet Brig.-Gen. William McKee Dunn, Assistant Judge Advocate
General of the Army, was appointed Judge Advocate of the Commission
by order of Major General Meade.
The prisoners to be tried who were finally selected from the total
number arrested were:
W. D. Chipley
C. C. Bedell
R. A. Wood
E. J. Kirkscey, M. D.
R. Hudson
J. L. Wiggins
Alva C. Roper

Henry Hennis
Herbert W. Blair
Milton Malone
James Barber
William A. Duke
Robert A. Wood.

Mr. Stephens head of the counsel for the defense secured a delay of
trial until the day following, on his statement that he had never had personal acquaintance with the prisoners until he met them in the court room,
and had seen the charges "only a short while ago."
The trial began next day, and in course of questioning, the witnesses
brought out that the five men who first entered Ashburn's room were Duke,
Hudson, Barber, Marshall, and Betz. The last two named testified. I t
was said that Duke was not masked, and so was easily recognized.
Alexander Stephens' cross examination of the suborned witnesses exposed them to the ridicule of the court, and was said to be one of the most
masterful accomplishments of his brilliant career.
As head of the defense counsel he had charge of the prisoners' conduct of the case, and although in such feeble health as to be forced to absent
himself from the court room on some days, it was largely due to his skill
that the trial progressed in so successful a direction.
His establishing of alibis in the cases of several of the accused was
also evidence of his genius in the art of cross examination.
That in the case of W. A. Duke is yet remembered and referred to in
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Columbus with humor as well as admiration.
T h e witnesses were questioned by Mr. Stephens and Duke was positively identified as one of the five men responsible for the shooting. Some
said he was the only one not wearing a mask. With such evidence before
him, Mr. Stephens set out to prove that William A. Duke was not even in
Columbus the day the murder occurred.
Witnesses were called in by the defense and included Dr. Clifford
A. Styles, of Meriwether county, a brother of Hon. William H. Styles,
sometime minister to Austria, and of Rev. Dr. Joseph C. Styles, of Richmond, Virginia. Dr. Styles was a witness above reproach and his testimony
could not be disputed.
Mr. Stephens brought out that Duke had lived in Columbus at the
boarding house of Martin M. Beck, but when Joe Abney, a peddler, had
come to the house several days prior to the fatal Monday, and offered to
take Duke to his home in ~Meriwethercounty, he had left the city and did
not come back until sometime during May. Various witnesses testified as
to seeing Duke with Abney and as to Duke's being at home during the
last few days of March and the month of April. Several of them spoke
of the surprise his arrest caused among his friends who knew he was at
home the night of the shooting. Witnesses also included' Duke's father
was a blacksmith and one witness had seen the younger man at the shop
near the time of the affray. All in all, the alibi of William A. Duke was
established without chance of denial.
' Yet, the witnesses for the prosecution were just as sure that he had
been one of the five men responsible for Ashburn's death.
T h e truth of the matter, as explained by the older citizens of the
community some years after the happenings of the trial, was that there
were two men by the name of William Duke-cousins, who looked very
much alike. The wrong one had been arrested and brought to trial. One
had been in Columbus at the time of the shooting, while the other had
been at his home in Meriwether county.
Meanwhile, during the progress of the trial the state Democratic convention and the General Assembly had convened in Atlanta. ,
T h e convention ratified the nomination of Seymour and Blair as
electors and approved an electoral ticket including the name of R. J. Moses
from this district. Later, Major Moses was one of the four notable Bush
Arbor orators, the other three being Robert Toombs, Howell Cobb, and
Ben H. Hill.
T h e Legislature in session at that time was very much disturbed over
the procedure of the Ashburn case, and with a large part of the general
public, considerably agitated over the outlook for the men who were being
tried. The main issue before the body was the adoption of the Fourteenth
Amendment and the consequent passage of the state from military to civil
rule. T h e anxiety caused by the uColumbus Prisoners" had a great deal
to do with the immediate passage of measures signifying the acceptance by
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Georgia of the amendment which permitted the negro to vote.
On July 21st, it was adopted and R. B. Bullock was inaugurated as
civil governor of the state on the following day.
Immediately, General Meade issued orders for the suspension of proceedings in the military court, until further orders, and on July 24th' the
order was issued to the effect that as civil law had been restored, the military
commission was adjourned s h e die, the prisoners were to be returned to
the custody of Captain Mills in Columbus and released on bond.
The next day, the prisoners returned home and were met at the railroad station by a large crowd of anxious and indignant, though thankful
citizens.
The morning afterward the editorial columns of the "Sun" were
featured by a
"CARD FROM
'COLUMBUS
PRISONERS'
"Account of their Arrest, Imprisonment, Treatment, &c.
July 25, 1868
"Upon resuming our personal liberty, we, the undersigned, known
as the Columbus Prisoners, deem it proper to publish the following brief
account of our arrest and confinement by the military authorities. During
the night of the 30th of March, George W. Ashburn was assassinated in
a low negro brothel in Columbus, Georgia. On the 6th day of April,
thirteen citizens were arrested by Captain Mills of the United States Army.
On the 10th they were released under bond. Four of this number have
never been rearrested. The man, Mills, stated that he did not know the
charge against the party arrested but no one believed him, and the fact is
only mentioned to show the character of the proceedings. On the 14th
day of May four arrests were made, on the 24th four, on the 2nd of June
four more, on the 16th seven, followed the next day by two others. On
the 24th another, and the last arrest occurred. These arrests were made by
order of General Meade. Several of the undersigned have in their possession written orders which show this fact. The arrests were made without
warrant, affidavit or charge. No preliminary examination was held. We
were kept in total ignorance of the ex parte evidence against us, and the
names of our accusers were concealed from us. No one who has followed
the trial will be surprised at this apparent neglect.
"While we were clamoring for the charges against us, Joe Brown,
Whitley, Major Smith and others were suborning Betz, Marshall, Bennett
and Amanda Patterson. The evidence for the prose_cution acknowledges
that disclosures were made under threats of imprisonment. This is bad
enough, but a worse feature is that the date of these disclosures is placed
by the witnesses themselves szlbseqzlent to the arrest of a majority of the
prisoners. The question naturally arises upon what foundation were the
arrests based? Of the twenty-two arrested on and since the 14th of May,
four were szlborfied by tortzlry, bribery, aad threats: Nine, after confink:
ment in felon's cells and much suffering, were released without any ex-
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planation whatever. T h e remaining nine are the signers of this card.
T h e prisoners arrested in May were at Fort Pulaski before they were removed to Atlanta. The cells were dark, dangerous, without ventilation,
and but 4 feet by 7. No bed or blankets were furnished. T h e rations consisted of a slice of fat pork three times each week. A piece of bread for
each meal, soup for dinner and coffee for breakfast, finished the bill of
fare. An old oyster can was given each prisoner, and in this vessel both
coffee and soup were served. It may be said that the soldiers received
nothing better, but these citizens were not soldiers, and their friends were
able, willing and anxious to give them every comfort; they were denied
the ~rivilege. Refused all communication with their friends, relatives of
counsel, they were forced to live in these horrid cells night and day, prostrated by heat, and maddened by myriads of mosquitoes. T h e calls of
nature were attended to in a bucket which was removed but once in twentyfour hours.
"At McPherson Barracks we were placed in cells 5 feet 11 inches
wide by 10 feet long. These cells were afterward divided, reducing their
width to 2 (two) feet 10 (telz) inches. This is terrible, but true. Upon
the arrival of the officer sent from Washington to investigate the arrests,
the partitions were removed. Neither bed or bedding was furnished for
from two to five days. W e were not permitted to see our friends, family
or counse1,until after memorials to Congress had aroused the whole country
to the enormity of the outrage. Even after this, our LETTERS, breathing the affection and sympathy of a wife or mother were subject to inspection. T h e prison sink was immediately at our cell doors and emitted a
stench that was horrible.
"At times when some humane soldier was willing to transcend his
orders and give us a breath of fresh air to soothe our distended bursting
veins, we would ask him to close the door, preferring to risk suffocation
rather than endure the intolerable smells.
"During all of this time we were ignorant of the charges against us.
Of course we accepted the common rumor that our arrest grew out of the
murder of Ashburn, but after our counsel was permitted to visit us no definite line of defense could be planned in the absence of all specifications.
W e were furnished with a copy of the charges against us on the 27th day
of June, our trial having been set for the 29th. T h e intervening day was
Sunday, and we were 140 miles from the scene of the murder and the residence of our witnesses.
"Several of the undersigned never saw the detective Whitley until
weeks after the arrest. When they did meet him he never presumed to
treat them with disrespect.
"Recent developments, new to us, have been shown him to be i ~ farnoas, and his treatment of suborned witnesses will be proved by those
who know the facts. Our friends and the pres have not exaggerated the
barbarity with which we were treated, but they should not throw the re-
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sonsibi2ity upon a contemptible detective, who would only glory in the
notoriety his infamy would give him. We fly for higher game. General
Meade told Gen. R. H. Chilton (during the war General Lee's Adjutant,)
upon the eve of his departure from Atlanta, that he had left full instructions with General Sibley concerning the disposition of the Columbus
prisoners. These instrzcction c o ~ t r o l l e dour treatment, and leave no issue
as to the question of RESPONSIBILITY. At the proper time, and in
a manner that will not intrude upon your valuable space, we will make good
our position and will show conclusively that this unparalleled persecution
was attempted solely and entirely for .political purposes.
"The officers and soldiers of the garrison were as kind as their orders
would permit, and respectful, with b i t few exceptions. General Dunn's
courtesy during the trial, especially after Duke's alibi, was in strong contrast with the vindictive, angenerous, and zcnmatzly conduct of Joe Brown.
"Of the able and untiring effort of our counsel, we cannot speak in
too high praise. T o the people of Georgia, and especially to our good
friends in Atlanta, we return our sincere thanks for their sympathy and
assistance.
"W. D. Chipley
"C. C. Bedell
"R. A. Wood
"E. J. Kirkscey, M. D.
"R. Hudson
"J. L. Wiggins
"Alva C. Roper

"W. A. Duke "James W. Barber."
Concerning the political significance of the outrage, Hon. L. F.
Garrard in an address before the Georgia Bar Association some years ago
said :
"The writer recalls a celebrated trial in Georgia, the history of which
was published at the time in a book entitled 'Radical Rule or Military Outrage in GeorgiaJ. This trial convened before a military commission on
June 29, 1868, and continued until the 2 1st day of July 1868, the day on
which Georgia passed the resolution ratifying the Fourteenth Amendment.
On that day an order was issued by R. C. Drum, assistant adjutant general,
dated Atlanta, Georgia, July 21, 1868, and directed to Brig.-Gen. C. C.
Sibley, United States Army, president military commission, in which the
following language is used:
" 'General: In view of the action of the legislature today and the
probable immediate admission of the State of Georgia and consequent
cessation of military authority, the commanding general directs that the
commission of which you are president will suspend further proceedings
in the trial of the prisoners charged with the murder of Ashburn.'
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"It is a striking coincidence that the Ashburn trial was suspended on
the same day that the State of Georgia furnished the much desired vote for
the adoption and ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment.
"It was the general impression in the city of Atlanta at that time that
the military commission would unquestionably find the prisoners guilty.
The trial was going on at Fort McPherson at the same time that the
Georgia legislature was in session. Prominent citizens of the state were
subjected to torture, and humiliation unknown and unheard of before in
the annals of the history of Georgia."
When the Civil War had closed, and Wilson had left Columbus a
mass of burning debris, the forward looking citizens began at once to rebuild the ruins and to introduce new industries.
The Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company was reorganized
under the management of W. H. Young in 1866, and had begun operation after purchasing the property of the Grant, Mott, and Howard concerns. Formerly the organization had been named the Eagle mills, but
after the war, the significance of the phoenix arising from the ashes was attached in the new addition to the firm's name.
This was the first of the local plants to resume operation. Others
quickly followed. Foundries, lumber plants, and textile mills were opened.
The first building of the Muscogee Manufacturing Company was completed
in 1869 and the Lummus Cotton Gin company was organized about that
time. Plans were put into effect so that by 1874, eight years after the
destruction of the city, Columbus had more extensive and a larger variety
of industries than she had had before the war.
T h e railroads were soon rebuilt, bridges again constructed, and the
river traffic, which had been only temporarily interrupted, was resumed
on a larger scale than ever before.
I n an address at the State Fair, which was held in Columbus in 1869,
Robert Toombs struck the keynote of the state of mind of new generation
which the war was to call forth.
H e said, "The farmers of Georgia will never enjoy general prosperity
until they quit making the West their corncrib and smokehouse^^, and this
sentiment was applied in all other lines of activity.
Furtermore, he asserted that "Liberty, in its last analysis is but the
sweat of the poor and the blood of the brave", in addressing the soldier
members of the audience.
Socially, the citizens of Columbus were slowly recovering their equilibrium. Many of the heroes of the Confederacy were guests of the city and
delivered patriotic addresses. Among them were Admiral Raphael
Semmes, of the "Alabama", and Generals Forrest, Gordon, Cobb, and
others. Large crowds turned out to hear them. Various concerts called
out large audiences, too, who were promised that "the music and all will be
excelsior".
The dress and general aspect of the public at the entertainments caused
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the press to comment that the display of wealth and taste belied the
general atmosphere of poverty and hard times. Much of the finery, however, was ante-bellzc.m and had to be '(made over" as the occasion called
for it.
With the advent and close of the war, the horse races were temporarily abandoned, and baseball as a sport began to usurp the popularity of
the race track. In the later 'sixties, there was a great deal of interest and
enthusiasm in the "Columbus Baseball Club".
In 1868 the news of the death of Dr. A. J. Foard reached Columbus.
Dr. Foard had been a surgeon in the United States Army and when the
Southern States had seceded, had been made medical director of the
Army of Tennessee. For a while he was a partner of Dr. Stanford in
Columbus and was very highly esteemed. In 1867 he was made a professor in the medical college in Baltimore, Maryland'. He died in Charleston, South Carolina, March 18, 1868 and was buried in Milledgeville,
Georgia.
Another one of Columbus' notables died shortly afterward. In 1869,
J. N. Ramsey, who for decades had won renown for himself in state
politics, died.
"James N. Ramsey was born in Newton county, Georgia, June 21,
1821. His parents moved to Harris county when he was a boy, and put
him at school in LaGrange, Georgia, under Professor Otis Smith, who prepared him for college. After returning from college he studied law
under Gen. Hugh Haralson, of LaGrange, and was admitted to the bar.
When twenty years of age he commenced to practice law in Hamilton,
Harris county. H e married Miss Mary Elizabeth Pollard, on September
17, 1844. Two sons blessed their union, Col. Wm. P. Ramsey and Maj.
L. C. Ramsey, of Alabama. In 1857, he removed to Columbus, Georgia,
and practiced law until he died, November 10, 1869. Under date of
November 11 and 12, 1869, the Colunzbus Enquirer-Sun said: 'It is with
keen and deep regret we announce the death of Col. J. N. Ramsey, who
died yesterday after a short illness, of congestion. A native Georgian,
from early manhood he was identified with this State, and at its bar and
in its legislative halls, stood with but few compeers: H e led the first
regiment from our State against Federal invasion, and at one time during
the war commanded the Confederate forces at Pensacola, Florida. I n
May, 1861, Colonel Ramsey received orders to move with the First Regiment Georgia Volunteers to Virginia. This order indicated that the emergencies of the service were not so great at Pensacola as at Richmond, and
that the service of a regiment so well drilled and equipped as the First
Georgia would be more effective in Virginia than in Florida. H e at once
reported to headquarters, Richmond, Virginia, and was sent to join General
Garnett, who was opposing McClellandJs army in north Virginia. At
the Battle of Carricks Ford, General Garnett was killed, when Colonel
Ramsey assumed command of the army and led it safely through the

VISIT www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

172

(C) 2005 Electronic Edition

HISTORY OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA

mountains back to Monterey, Virginia, where he was reinforced. Colonel
Ramsey was a student of Randolph-Macon College, in Virginia. When
twenty-one years of age he was elected from Harris county to the Georgia
State Senate; In that body, of which he was a member for many years, he
acquired a brilliant reputation as a legislator. During the days just before
secession, his fiery vehement oratory and impassioned eloquence won for
him the title of "the Patrick Henry of the South".'"
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CHAPTER XI1

Governor Smith From Columbus
:THGovernor Bullock at the head of her affairs, Georgia found
herself in straits nearly as serious as she had experienced under
military rule. H e played into the hands of the Reconstruction
Committee of Congress which soon proceeded to have a bill
passed in that body to the effect that Georgia should be reconstructed again. Already, she had been "reconstructed" twice, but the
radicals were not yet satisfied. The removal of the negroes in the legislature in 1868 had resulted in Bullock's proposing to the Reconstruction
Committee that the legislature should be reorganized on the basis of enforcement of the test oath, and so permit the readmittance of negroes. As
a consequence of this action of the governor, Georgia was again for a few
months under military rule.
At the legislature in session in March, 1869, Governor Bullock was
severely censured for his waste of state funds. H e had already begun
having difficulties with State Treasurer Angier over the handling of money
matters, and they were to increase as his term progressed. Before the
next session of Congress was held his plans for another "reconstr~ction'~of
the state had been made and his actions were beginning to disgust his own
supporters among the Republicans in both the North and the South. Finally, though, he engineered measures through that session of Congress
that resulted in Gwrgia's last "reconstruction".
Returning to the state, he called a meeting of the legislature in
January, 1870, signed by himself as "Provisional Governor". Those who
were not permitted to take the test oath, having held office before the war
and served during the war on the Confederate side, were not to be admitted.
Bullock planned a complete Republican legislature as far as he could
manage.
As a result, 31 negroes were reseated and 24 Republicans given the
seats of as many Democrats who were put out. This body ratified the
Fifteenth Amendment. In July Congress passed a bill to the effect that
Georgia was again one of the United States and it was signed by President
Grant.
Other results of the legislative session were unanticipated by Bullock
in his ardor to have it organized, for his enormous expenditures began to
be apparent to the public.
In August a state Democratic convention was held in Atlanta. A. R.
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Lamar and M. J. Crawford, from Columbus, attended, the latter being
made a member of the executive committee.
Meanwhile, the state treasurer, Angier, continued his war with
Bullock and the Democrat newspapers aided in exposing his frauds. Toward the middle of October, various enterprises which Bullock had promoted, began to collapse and he realized that the end of his regime was
approaching.
When it was suddenly announced that he had left the state in the
midst of the rumors, there was at first great surprise which gave way to
a feeling of relief. After he had gone it was found that he had written
an official resignation of his place as governor October 23, 1871.
When Bullock resigned, Benjamin Conley, president of the Senate
of the state automatically succeded to his place, and two days afterward,
the legislature was convened. James M. Smith and J. F. Pou represented
Muscogee county, and the body was largely Democratic. The House was
organized with Colonel Smith as Speaker. An election for governor to take
Bullock's place was ordered for December.
The ~emocratsheld a state convention and there were 372 delegates
from 134 counties. Among them were H. L. .Benning, Mark H.
Blandford, Louis F. Garrard, P. W. Alexander, and A. R. Lamar, all
residents of Columbus.
They nominated Colonel Smith, for Speaker of the House. The
Republicans, two of whom, James Johnson and Randolph L. Mott, were
from Columbus, did not put up a candidate, but denounced Rullock's
administration in severest terms.
Governor Smith was inaugurated following his election as the only
candidate, January 12, 1872, and it was with great rejoicing that Georgians
realized that the state had at last been restored to her rights. Congratulations for the event were received from all sections of the country.
Governor Smith was chosen for the important office on account of his
firm integrity and decision of character. H e had already sewed his
state and the Confederacy in several capacities, and those who were responsible for his nomination and consequent election were confident that
. they had chosen the right man to follow Bullock, and put the state once
more on an equal footing with her sister states. Nor were they disappointed, for under his management and guidance Georgia was lifted out of the
chaos of her prolonged series of reconstrudions and Governor Smith came
to be known as her deliverer.
One who knew him intimately in Columbus, Hon. H. R. Goetchius,
has said of his abilities:
"Governor Smith was called prominently into public notice early in
life when an aspirant for Congressional honors and when as a member
of the Confederate Congress he represented his state so ably, but his greatness as a man began to assert itself when as Speaker of the House of Representatives of Georgia he undertook to redeem our State from reconstruc-

VISIT www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

(C) 2005 Electronic Edition

GOVERNOR SMITH FROM COLUMBUS

175

tion rule.
"In those days which tried men's souls all eyes were turned upon him
as the chosen one to sit at the head of the most important Legislature which
had assembled in Georgia for years, and' on this, as one every other occasion, he discharged the trust imposed to the eminent satisfaction of his
people. H e was next called to fill the office of Governor, and his administration, embracing a period which was one of the most eventful in the
state's history, gave an impetus to Georgia's progress which today is illustrated by her greatness. I t was no easy task to take the state of Georgia,
torn and rent by radical misrule and four years of revolution preceding that
misrule, and out of it all bring the order and good government and genuine
prosperity which followed the five years of Governor Smith's administration. Few men known in Georgia's history could have accomplished
what he did in this office and no brighter record of his great deeds can be
found than that which marks his career as governor. The greatest test of
Governor Smith's ability was his discharge of the duties of chairman of
the Railroad Commission of Georgia. T h e Legislature of 1878 entered
upon an entirely new and unknown field in enacting the R,ailroad Commission bill, and in order to carry the experiment to a successful culmination able and true men were needed to constitute the Commission. Unanimously, the Legislature enacting the law, requested the Executive to appoint ex-Governor Smith a member of the Commission, and the wisdom
of their choice is illustrated in the fact that Georgia's Railroad Commission from the first stood as the leading Railroad Commission in the
Union. Governor Smith took hold of the great railroad problem
and solved it. His papers, which it was necessary for him from time
to time to issue while in this office were masterpieces of though and showed
most profound learning and knowledge, not only of the subject of transportation, but of the thousand kindred subjects which were necessarily
linked with that great question. On retiring from this exhalted office
he was called to the bench, and has passed the last few years of his life
in that most noble of all public functions, a true and honest administrator
of the law. When he assumed the duties of Judge of the Superior Court
of this circuit he entered upon his arduous work with an ease that showed
how able was the man. H e received his appointment on a few hours
notice, and in an hour after the appointment went upon the bench, organized the court, delivered a charge which had no equal in the history of
grand jury charges, and then held a six weeks court, trying cases large
and small without the slightest apparent effort. H e was very popular as
a judge, both with bar and people. H e was exceedingly patient in the
trial of a case, but when the time came for summing up agd charging the
t
took hold of the true
jury he brushed away trifles, and h i ~ - ~ r e amind
merits of the case, and justice was always done."
Gov. James Milton Smith was born on the plantation of his father,
in Twiggs county, October 24, 1823. Among the duties of the men on the
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farms of those days was that of keeping the horses and mules shod. It
was there that the young boy became an adept at the trade of the blacksmith.
H e received his education at Culloden in Monroe county, choosing
the profession of law. After being admitted to the bar he came to
Columbus in 1846.
When war was declared in 18 6 1 between the two sections he joined the
Thirteenth regiment of Georgia Volunteers, which was one of the first
called out. Walter Ector of Columbus was colonel of the regiment;
Marcellus Douglas, lieutenant colonel; and James M. Smith, major. A
few months later when Colonel Ector died, Colonel Douglas was given
command and Major Smith promoted to second in command. Colonel
Douglas was killed at the battle of Sharpsburg and was succeeded by
Colonel Smith, who continued' in command until the battle of Cold Harbor when, after being seriously wounded, he was forced to retire.
The regiment to whose command Colonel Smith succeeded served in
1861 in West Virginia, being sent to General R. E. Lee, in Charleston,
during December. During the following spring it served with distinction
on the Georgia coast, particularly on Whitemarsh Island. Later in the
year it was sent back to Virginia with Gen. A. R. Lawton's brigade and took
part in the Seven Days7 Battle around Richmond. Thenceforth, until the
end of hostilities, this regiment served in the army of Northern Virginia.
After recovering from wounds received at Cold Harbor, Colonel
Smith was elected to the Confederate Congress. Mark H. Blandford,
also of Columbus, was Confederate Congressman at the same time.
When peace had been declared Colonel Smith resumed his practice
of law in Columbus with P. W. Alexander as partner. Mr. Alexander,
as a journalist and war correspondent, has been spoken of elsewhere. His
influence and activities during reconstruction are written on every page of
the state's history during those times. H e was particularly active in local
Democratic affairs during the late 'sixties.
Mr. Alexander married Miss Theresa Shorter of this city, and he and
Colonel Smith had offices in the Gunby building, at present known as the
Reich building.
When Colonel Smith was made governor he offered the position of
attorney general to Mr. Alexander, but it was declined and instead, Mr.
Alexander was made secretary of the Executive Department and head of
the governor's civil staff.
In the election of 1870 when Colonel Smith and Hon. J. F. Pou, of
Columbus, were sent to the Legislature, a story is told of how the Democrats were enabled to win over the larger and more powerful element in
this section. Opposed by the "carpet-bag7', Republican, and negroes, it was
necessarv for those who wanted to see the affairs of the county and state
once more in the hands of the whites and Democrats, to resort to all sorts
nf ruses and means to bring about desired results.
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Two young men of Columbus, rank Gunby and Sam Mendez, who
were more interested in the possibilities of excitement and fun than in
the more serious political issues at stake, evolved a scheme to beat the Republicans at their own game.
On the day of the election, so the story ran, they chartered a train on
the narrow gauge road being built at the time by Mr. VIT.D. Chipley from
Columbus toward Greenville. They secured the services of several brass
bands and purchased a large quantity of cheap whiskey.
Then, all preparations completed, they advertised' a free excursinn
for all registered negro voters.
With such prospects in view, some three hundred negroes, as many
as could pack into the train, accepted the invitation and left the polls of
Columbus for an all day good time.
On the way north, the train was stopped at each voting precinct in
the county. All of the negroes were herded out of the cars into the booths
and instructed to vote the Democratic ticket, which they being full of
Democrat spirits and thrilled with Democrat music, did with a great gusto.
I t did not matter to them that during the election they voted three times
for the same men.
As a result, the Democrat vote in Muscogee county was much greater
than the Republican.
Some months later when, as Governor Smith, he recalled the affair,
the newly appointed executive offered Mr. Gunby a minor position with
the State.
Having gone into the escapade with only a desire for the diversion it
might hold and not wanting to give up his work here wired back the Biblical quotation "Is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing?"
With Governor Smith's elevation as Speaker of the House in the
Legislature of 187 1- 1872 his public career began its climatic ascent. I n
referring to his abilities, one of his friends, Col. B. A. Thornton, of the
Columbus bar, said:
('After Governor Bullock abandoned the Executive office and fled the
State, Colonel Smith, for his ability, integrity and sterling honesty, was
elected' Governor to fill out Bullock's unexpired term. And well did the
people of Georgia make their choice. At that time, society, labor and the
finances of the State were almost in a chaotic condition. Governor Smith,
with his noble co-adjutors, brought harmony out of confusion, amity between races, solidarity and confidence in our finances to such extent that
Georgia securities became the favorite investment of the best financiers of
the world. The great confidence of the people of his native State, in the
man and the Statesman, was such, that they re-elected him governor for the
full term of four years, as constitution then provided."
After his inauguration in 1872, Governor Smith first turned his attention to a survey of Bullock's administration. H e found that the bonded
liability of the state had been increased during the Republican's term by
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more than $12,000,000.00.
Bullock was found "guilty of general extravagance in every department of his management", a legal investigation showed.
Such were conditions facing the Democratic governor. Before the
vear was out the situation had changed.
"By December, 1872, much had been accomplished toward the undoing of the political reconstruction of 1867-1 868. A Democratic governor and Democratic legislature controlled the government of the state.
The R,epublican reconstruction governor was a fugitive from justice, under
indictment for fraud against the state. A large part of the debt which
the reconstruction government had ~ i l e dup
' against the state was repudiated. Negroes were no longer a significant element in the body politic.
When their leaders were unhorsed, negro voters were timid and uncertain,
quite willing to avoid difficulty by shunning the polls. Negro suffrage was
not limited by statute, except by the law requiring the payment of a poll
tax before registration. This requirement, withdrawn by the Republican
legislature in 1870 in the negro's favor, was restored to work against him
in 1871. By intimidation and a thousand and one kinds of indirect influence, the negro was made to feel that his sphere was the field, not politics,
and that polling places were not healthy resorts for black men.
"By the close of 1872, with the negro no longer 'an important political
factor and Republican control in the state broken, the main achievements
of congressional reconstruction were overthrown." Such was the situation
described.
Thus, in twelve months the two principal accomplishments of the
madical element in the National Congress, which was responsible for more
than fifteen years of misrule were thrown down. The negroes' vote was
no longer of any importance and the power of the Republicans to control the affairs of the state had been abolished.
With the return of law and order ex-Governor Charles J. Jenkins,
who was still in Canada, prepared to return and deliver the Great Seal to
his legal- successor.
In his communication, considered a masterpiece of rhetoric, Governor
Jenkins said:
"The books and papers I herewith transmit to your Excellency that
they may resume their places among the archives of the State. With them
I also deliver to you the seal of the Executive Department. I derive
high satisfaction from the reflection that it has never been desecrated by
the grasp of a military usurper's hand-never been prostituted to authenticate official misdeeds of an upstart pretender. Unpolluted as it came to
me, I gladly place it in the hands of a worthy son of Georgia, her freely
chosen Executive, my first legitimate successor.''
I n appreciation of Governor Jenkins' action the legislature shortly
afterward ordered a fac-simile of the Georgia Seal to be presented to him
with an inscription as follows: "Presented to Charles J. Jenkins by the
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State of Georgia", and further inscribed "hardfiis $delis" (faithful in difficulties).
I n 1872 Governor Smith was nominated to succeed himself as governor and was elected for four years.
An anecdote is told of the election which bears on Mr. Smith's early
life and was given by a friend of his in later years. It was concerning a
Baptist preacher in -Talbot county and the story runs:
"This good brother whose name need not now be recalled, happened
to have been a witness in a rather famous case in which the late James M.
Smith happened to have been one of the attorneys. I t was i n Talbot
county, somewhere in the late 'sixties, or early 'seventies.
"Noted for his invective, Mr. Smith took occasion in his argument
before the jury, to fairly excoriate this particular witness, preacher though
he was, having already grilled him unmercifully when he was on the stand.
"It all created a local sensation, so much so that our good Baptist
brother felt compelled to call on Mr. Smith after the trial and demand an
explanation, as well as an apology, with the chief burden of his complaint
being that he was 'a preacher' and for that reason if for no other, should
not be subjected to such treatment; no more in the courthouse than elsewhere.
" 'You a preacher?' asked Mr. Smith, as if about to make amends.
'' 'Certainly I am a preacher; a Baptist preacher,' was the reply, the
good brother getting stronger in his position.
" 'Who told you, you are a preacher? Who made you a preacher?'
demanded Mr. Smith.
"God told me; God called me; that's why I'm a preacher,' was the
answer.
" 'That's not so; God didn't call you?' shot out the attorney.
'"How do you know he didn't?' asked the preacher, by way of
arguing the point.
" 'How do I know? Because I am only a finite being, and I'd have
better sense than to call you to preach-and God is an infinite being,' was
the crushing rejoiner.
"With which the parson gave a snort, let the matter drop and departed.
"But he never forgot it; neither did the people, for many miles
around.
"Now, it SO happened, also that this preacher-person was a Democrat-and proud of it. H e was a militant Democrat; as all Democrats
were in those days of carpet-bag and scalawag rule. H e never failed to
vote, to vote the straight ticket, and even in the pulpit and out, exhort others
to 'vote straight'.
"But, alas, it came about, a year or two later, that Governor Bullock
had fled the state, and the Democrats nominated James M. Smith, of
Muscogee-great Democrat and great Georgian that he was-to succeed
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him; Jonathan Norcross being his opponent, on the Republican ticket.
"A special election was called to fill the unexpired Bullock term, and
the time soon came to vote; much too soon for our preacher friend, in
whose breast the excoriation given him by the Hon. James M. Smith,
now the party's nominee, still rankled; had rankled there for several
years.
"But, with all that he went to the polls, went first, however, to a nearby store, where the regular Democratic tickets were spread out on a showcase-'Democratic
ticket; for governor, James M. Smith, of Muscogee'.
"The preacher picked up one, scrutinized it closely-then
laid it:
down and walked' out of the store.
"The crowd around observed him; also remarked him-with
what
unfeigned amusement may be easily imagined.
"In an hour or so, the 'called of GodJ and 'dyed-in-the-wool Democrat' walked back to the store; went again to the counter, picked up another
ticket; for govticket, scrutinized it closely and again read-'Ilemocratic
ernor, James M. Smith, of Muscogee'.
"But with a sort of sigh, he put it back; walked out of the store again,
went away; either to get dinner or to commune with himself.
"Later in the afternoon, however, he showed up again; once more
he went into the store and picked up a ticket, reading-'Democratic ticket
for governor, James M. Smith, of Muscogee.'
"Then, as if resigned to it, he folded up his ticket carefully, put it in
his pocket and headed for the polling place. Everybody about was watching him. I t was raining. Before he got across the street, he stopped again
in the rain-pulled the ticket out of his pocket, unfolded' it and carefully
scrutinized it.
"Then, after a few moments' reflection, he suddenly straightened up,
struck a bee-line for the polling place-as if fearful his resolution might
.fail him, or as if suddenly conscious of the rain beating down upon himand up he went to the polls.
<' 'Well here it is!' he shot out, with his teeth set, while he thrust the
ticket through the window. 'But I want all of you to know that I don't
YEARN over it ! ' "
(The above account is of peculiar interest to those in Columbus on
account of the manner of its subsequent use. I t appeared in the "EnquirerSun" of November 2, 1920, which was being edited by T. W. Loyless.
The editorial in which it occurred was written at the time Tom Watson's
name appeared on the Democratic ticket to succeed Hoke Smith, and many
were threatening not to vote the straight Democratic ticket. Loyless was a
good Democrat, but one of Watso-n's worst enemies. So he was personally
in the same predicament in which the Baptist preacher found himself.
H e did not "yearn" to vote for Watson, but he did not want to desert his
party. The anecdote about Governor Smith was dictated by Judge William
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A. Little, a member of the Columbus bar and a friend of Governor
Smith's.)
Another local man appointed to a position of honor by Governor
Smith was Maj. James W. Warren editor of the c'Columbus Times" who
was said to be "one of the most vigorous
and polished writers in the State,
industrious, accurate, reliable? possessing a charming geniality of nature,
and a quiet rich humor, Major Warren has discharged the delicate and
responsible duties of his .position with grace and ability."
Major Warren was made a Secretary of the Executive Department
with P. W. Alexander, and continued to hold office under Governor Colquitt. Other appointments are referred to in a memorial sketch of Judge
Little by Judge A. W. Cozart, both of Columbus.
"W. A. Little was appointed by Governor, James Milton Smith Solicitor-General of the Chattahoochee Circuit in 1872, and removed to Columbus, Georgia. I n this connection, it is worthy of note that Governor
Smith also appointed Hon. Emory Speer Solicitor-General of the old
Western Circuit, in 1872. I t is said that Emory Speer was perhaps the
you~gestman who was ever appointed to such an office in Georgia, he
being then only twenty-three years of age. Governor Smith also appointed,
about the same time, Hon. Charles F. Crisp, Solicitor-General of the
Southwestern Circuit. Speer and Crisp were as poor as they were brilliant,
and Governor Smith delighted in assisting such young men as had he,
himself, read Blackstone while he worked at the forge."
A feature of Georgia politics during 1872 was the Democratic convention which named electors to vote for Horace Greeley for President.
A. R. Lamar was president of the convention. General Benning attended
and his name was placed on the electoral ticket.
Two features of Governor Smith's administration were the organization of the state departments of Agriculture and Geology, both of which,
continuing to the present day, have been of inestimable value to citizens of
Georgia.
Another matter of general interest was the appropriation of $4,000
from the land script fund for laying out a Confederate cemetery at Marietta. Mrs. Mary J. Williams, of Columbus, who was head of the Georgia
Memorial Association, and Miss Mary J. Green had been appointed to
remove the bodies of dead Confederate soldiers to this spot,
. and 2,393
had been re-interred'.
When the problem of a successor to Governor Smith for the next term
arose in 1876 he declined nomination, but entered the race for United
States Senator. H e was opposed by Ben H. Hill and defeated.
The cause for his defeat was commonly said to date back to the early
happenings of his term as governor when he refused to commute the death
sentence in the case of Susan Eberhart convicted of murder and sentenced
to be hanged'. I t was the second time in the history of the state that a
white woman had been so sentenced, the first being that of Polly Barclay,
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in 1806 in Wilkes county. Public sentiment was in favor of Governor
Smithys commuting the punishment, but he refused to be swayed, saying:
"Society demands that crime shall be punished and criminals warned,
and false humanity that starts and shudders when the axe of justice is ready
to strike, is a dangerous element for the peace of society. We_ have had
too much of this mercy. I t only looks to the criminal, but we must insist
upon mercy to society, upon justice to the poor woman whose blood cries
out against her murderers. That criminals go unpunished' is a disgrace to
our civilization, and we have reaped the fruits of it in the frequency with
which bloody deeds occur. A stern, unbending unflinching administration
of the criminal laws, without regard to position or sex, as i t is the highest
mark of civilization, is also the surest mode to prevent the commission of
offenses."
An account of the case as appeared in a periodical lately follows:
"Records of the supreme court of Georgia show that on May 4, 1872,
Enoch F. Spann and his wife, Sarah Spann, were seen together at their
farm house, in Webster county, between 9 and 10 o'clock at night. The
next morning the wife was found in bed strangled to death. A bloodstained handkerchief was tucked under her pillow, and at the back of the
house was found a rope, upon which were strands of hair like those of the
murdered woman.
''Search was begun at once for Spann and for Susan Eberhart, who
was employed as a helper on the farm, and who lived in a small house in
the rear of the lot. Susan Eberhart's father was a farmer in a small way
who was not equal to supporting his large family of girls, and for this
reason Susan had obtained domestic employment with the Spanns.
"Near the house where the murdered woman lay were tracks in the
mud made by two people who had apparently been running, one track
made by a large ;hoe, and the other by the bare feet of a woman.
"Nine days afterward Susan Eberhart and Enoch Spann were discovered together in Alabama, working among cotton pickers on a large
farm. They confessed to the murder, and the girl told a story of misplaced
affections ana' deliberate plans to rid themselves of the unwanted wife.
"For a month and a half Spann planned the murder, devising shrewd
schemes of concealment, yet when he actually committed the crime, he
showed only brutality. Susan Eberhart said that she was awakened by
Spann's knocking on her window, and saying that they would get it over
with. She followed him into his wife's room where he lit a lamp which
stood on the table by the bed. Mrs. Spann awoke, and, seeing the two beside her bed, screamed. Susan E.berhart stopped her cries by stuffing a
handkerchief into her mouth, while Spann slipped the noose of the rope
over his wife's head, and with the girl looking on, drew the rope tight.
"Susan Eberhart testified that she then returned to bed and slept several hours. Later she was awakened by Spann, who said that he would
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have to leave, or be hanged for murder. They set out together, and traveled on foot more than a hundred miles.
"Both were imprisoned and indicted for murder. Spann was hanged
without delay, but the girl's trial was long drawn out by appeals and petitions for clemency. Public sympathy was aroused, and the fact was urged
that she had been led into the crime, not knowing what she did.
"With this belief, however, the supreme court had no patience. In
denying a petition for a new trial, the court stated: 'The prisoner admitted
that she had held the handkerchief over the mouth of Mrs. Spann during
a part of the horrible tragedy. I t was a fearful deed, and she who stood
by ....is just as guilty as he. The stopping of the poor victim's cries with
the handkerchief is just as much a part of the act as the tightening of the
ropey.
"A short time later, as it has been said, Susan Eberhart was hanged
upon the edge of the cemetery at Preston, beneath a tall pine tree; but
not until the citizens in the community had exhausted every means to have
her sentence changed to life imprisonment."
Although Governor Smith had lost in the senatorial race, he was not
permitted to retire to private life. In 1879 he was appointed by Governor
Colquitt as chairman of the first Railroad Commission of Georgia.
Mr. L. I?. Garrard said in referring to. him in this capacity that "he
was probably more familiar with Governor Smith's great work in the Railroad Commission than any other member of the bar. The position of
commissioner was offered to Governor Smith before the bill was amended
by the Senate. It was known that the success of the commission depended
altogether upon the men who were put in charge. Governor Smith was
known to be the only man to stand against the railroads of the State, and
the bill would have never become a law had the Legislature not known in
advance that Governor Smith would be a commissioner.
"His name and fame was the foundation stone of the State Railroad
Commission, and the great amount of legal work he did to maintain the
law was no expense to the State as he never got a cent for it." Columbus
Bar Association Memorial.
H e was holding this office in 1888 when he was appointed Judge of
the Superior Courts of the Chattahoochee Circuit. H e was first appointed
to fill out the unexpired' term of Judge James T. Willis, and was later
elected to a full term.
As a jurist it was said of him:
"Judge Smith made great pecuniary sacrifice in accepting these last
honors, but, like Lumpkin and Warner, he died in the harness and in the
service of his country.
"In polemical conflicts, Judge Smith was decidedly aggressive, and
by the power of logic and the sarcasm of his language, his opponents were
made to fear and tremble.
"On the bench, he was ever courteous, patient and regardful of the
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rights and feelings of the bar, and truly did he administer justice with
mercy."
He was acting as judge of this circuit when he died in Columbus,
November 26, 1890.
The esteem in which he was held was shown by resolutions passed by
the local bar a short while afterward.
They follow:
"Resolved, That it is with profound sorrow that the bar of this city
has learned of the death of Judge Smith, and that by reason of that sad
event this community has lost one of its best citizens, the bench has been
deprived of one of its greatest Judges, and the State has been called to
mourn the loss of one of its most distinguished citizens.
''Resolved further, That the chairman of this meeting do appoint a
committee of seven, of which committee he shall be chairman, whose duty
it will be to draft and present at the next term of the Superior Court of
this county suitable memorial resolutions upon the life and character of
the deceased, and, upon the presentation of said memorial, the entire bar
of this circuit and the officers of the courts of the several counties thereof
are requested to be present.
"Resolved further, That the bar attend the funeral this morning in
a body, and that the chair appoint from the members of the bar a committee
to adt as honorary escort for the remains of the deceased, which are to be
conveyed to Gainesville, Ga.
"Resolved further, That the sincerest sympathy of the bar is herewith tendered the family of the deceased in this hour of sad bereavement,
and that a copy of these resolutions be furnished the family and also the
press of this city.''
Governor Smith was buried in Alta Vista cemetery, Gainesville, beside his first wife, who had been a Miss Browne. H e was married the
second' time to Mrs. Florida Abercrombie Wellborn, of Columbus, on
September 1, 188 1. Mrs. Smith died in 1926. Governor Smith left no
children.
For more than thirty years his grave remained unmarked, until Dr.
Joseph Jacobs, of Atlanta, heard of it and had a marble slab placed over
his grave in 1923. On May 30th, Dr. Jacobs arranged memorial services
and invited a number of those who he knew had honored and respected
Governor Smith.
One of 'the guests was Simon Michael, of Athens, whose letter of invitation recounted the event in the career of Governor Smith which led to
Dr. Jacob's thoughful generosity.
The account runs:
"Back in 1872 or 1873, when we were carefree, barefooted boys," says
the letter, 'the Northeastern railroad was being built by the state from
Athens to connect with the Piedmont and Charlotte airline (as it was called
in those days), as some point forty miles distant, afterward called Lula.
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The work was being done with convict labor. One day, with great consternation, the little Jewish community in Athens learned that there was
a Jew convict in the gang.
"Immediately my father and Mr. Moses Myers, and probably some
others, went out to see him. They learned that he had been sent up from
Augusta, where he had been working for some Jewish firm. T h e convict claimed that he was to receive $50 a month and' board, but instead of
getting his money regularly, he received only a dollar or two at a time,
and when sorely in need of money he acted as his own cashier and took $10.
"Be that as it may, I recall full well and no doubt so do you, that our
mothers prepared food for this convict, and that each Sunday you, Philip
Stern and I trudged along through the mud and mire over the railroad'
tracks to the camp to deliver it to him.
'(A little later my father and some of the others enlisted the kindly
aid of Dr. Lane, the saintly Presbyterian minister whom everybody loved;
also Dr. Robert M. Smith, a prominent physician, and Dr. Lane and my
father came to Atlanta, where, with Mr. David Mayer, they visited Gov.
James Milton Smith.
.
"Their claim was based chiefly on the fact that up to that time no
Jew had ever been in prison or the penitentiary in Georgia, and that the
Jews throughout the state felt humiliated that this member of their race
should be serving on the gang, especially pointing out the fact of his ignorance of the customs of this country. I remember hearing my father say
that Governor Smith replied, goodnaturedly, that this was a remarkable
showing, and that the Jews had been playing in very good luck.
.('Dr. R,obert Smith stated that the man's condition would not warrant
his staying on the gang, that he was tubercular, and with this additional fact
he was pardoned by Governor Smith on condition that he be sent out of
the state. T h e man was taken to your mother's home, fed and clothed' by
the Jews, and then a ticket was bought and some money furnished, and he
was sent, I think, to Cincinnati, where he had some relative^.^'
T h e inscription on the slab which Dr. Jacobs had erected is as follows:
JAMES M I L T O N S M I T H
1824-1 890
Lieutenant Colonel Confederate Army
Member of Confederate Congress
Speaker Georgia House of Representatives, 187 1
Governor State of Georgia, 1872- 1 8 77
Chairman Railroad Commission of Georgia, 1879- 18 85
Judge Chattahoochee Circuit Superior
Court, 1887-1890
During the years that Governor Smith was restoring order and
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equanimity to the state at large, Columbus was taking advantage of the
peace and more settled conditions to expand industrially in all directions.
I n 1874, nine years after her mills were reduced to ashes, her industries were larger in number, output and variety of products than before
the war.

A writer of the time describes them thus:
"Much as other Southern cities suffered by the war, the loss of
Columbus was probably greater than that of any other, for the reason that
the great industrial establishments that afforded work and support to so
many of her citizens were wholly destroyed, and all the cotton which the
planters of the surrounding country had stored here, and which constituted
their only available means of raising money wherewith to continue their
work was burnt.
"But her recuperation since that time has, under all the circumstances,
been most encouraging, if not surprising. H e r cotton manufacturing business-her great distinctive industry-is now larger than it was at the time
of the raid, embracing five distinct factories, running 1,020 looms and about
35,000 spindles. The Eagle and Phenix Factory-an immense establishment, with three large factory buildings and a capital of $1,250,000alone runs about 800 looms and 25,000 spindles. Besides the Eagle and
Phenix, are the Columbus Factory, with 116 looms; the Muscogee, with
80; A. Clegg & Company's, with 30; and the Steam Cotton Mill, which
has spindles only. These several manufacturing establishments consumed
8,s 00 bales of cotton for the year ending September 1, 18 75, besides a large
quantity of wool.
"In addition to these manufactories, Columbus has several foundries
one of them having the largest iron works attached, south of Richmond;
also several sash factories, one gin factory, two furniture manufactories, a
very large agricultural implement factory, one stove manufactory, two
flour mills, one kerosene oil refinery, and one railroad machine shop. Four
railroads terminate at Columbus. One of them, the North and South railroad, when completed, will add new business to her trade, and will furnish
a new and competing line to the West and the sea. Upon its line and upon
the line of the Savannah and Memphis road, are the richest coal fields in
the South, and iron beds of superior ore practically inexhaustible. The
latter road will be, when completed to the Tennessee River, the shortest
line from the northwest to the Atlantic. Arrangements have been effected
which guarantee its early completion. When these two roads are built,
Columbus will no doubt add to the busy whirr of her cotton spindles the
ruddy glow of a dozen rolling mills.
"With the advance of cotton manufactories there will spring up industries for the production of every description of machinery used therein,
bnd.in a dozen years this interest alone should double the population of
Columbus. Its growth will be forwarded by the fact of its excellent health
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and remarkable freedom from epidemics, which have year after year
scourged many of its neighboring cities. Its public schools are annually
attracting population. They are justly the pride of the city. Extensive
gas works have been in operation for many years. Columbus, already the
largest city in western Georgia, enjoys a commercial importance which is
annually increasing. From four railroads and her river, Columbus receives
an immense business from as reliable a population as resides in Alabama,
Georgia or Florida. Her business men have facilities offered by four
banks of deposit-one National and three State, to wit: Chattahoochee National Bank, Merchants and Mechanics Bank, Georgia Home Savings Bank,
Eagle and Phenix Savings Bank. There are also two daily and weekly
papers-the Enquirer-Sun, being a consolidation of the old Enquirer and
Sun and Times; and the Times, more recently established.
"Columbus also has one of the largest and most popular Fire Insurance 'Companies in the State-the 'Georgia Home,' which ranks second
in amount of its policies, and is justly regarded as one of the most responsiblq institutions of the kind in the South.
''Nearly every denomination has erected houses of worship. The
Baptist, Episcopal, Presbyterian and Catholic, have. each commodious
churches, and the Methodist three. In addition, the colored people have
construtted four comfortable churches. T h e fire department consists of
two steam and two hand engines, and one hook and ladder company. The
city government is conservative, and is economically administered. T h e
police are handsomely uniformed and effective, and law, order and quiet
are enjoyed by all classes of citizens.
"The population of the city and its suburbs (embracing an area within
a mile of the court-house in every direction) is not less than 15,000-all of
whom do business or trade in the city.
"The immense unused water power of Columbus constitutes one of her
great resources of future growth and prosperity. I n this respect no city
of the Union surpasses her. I n his report of an instrumental survey made
by Col. L. P. Grant, who is recognized by the profession as one of the
ablest civil engineers in the South, that gentleman says:
" 'The total fall of the Chattahoochee between West Point and the
foot of the fall at Columbus, is three hundred and sixty (360) feet. T h e
fall is not uniform, but occurs in successive shoals, separated by stretches of
comparatively slack water. About one-third (one hundred and twenty
(120) feet,) of this descent occurs in three and a half miles, terminating
at Columbus.'
"The single power available immediately at Columbus, ( 12 0 feet),
affords fall and water enough, with improved application of power, and
the use of improved machinery, to drive one and a quarter million spindles,
affording employment for nearly sixty thousand (60,000) people, and
forming a basis for a population of about half a million people.
"With these great natural advantages, and with the start already se-
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cured in cotton manufacturing-taking the lead of any other city of the
South in respect-we may proudly hope that the (new era) of Columbus,
which we dite from the close of the late sectional war, will be more progressive and prosperous than her career of 37 years before. that event."
H e r schools were also being developed under the able leadership of
Dr. DeVotie, pastor of the First Baptist church, who was chairman of the
b a r d of Education, and he was assisted by Prof. George M. Dews, superintendent.
T h e Columbus public schools, which is the oldest system in the South
in continuous operation were begun here in 1 867, at the instance of Alderman John McIlhenney, whose wife had made the first suggestion to him,
and after various actions on the part of the city and state governments the
first school session was opened in October, 1867. I t was for the boys and
was located in the old Presbyterian church building, on the site of the
Tenth street grammar school which was abandoned several years ago.
T h e girls at the time were being educated at the Columbus Female Academy, on the southwest corner of Eleventh street and Fourth avenue. Later
it was secured for the city system.
I n the early 'seventies, following an order from the War Department the negro schools were added to the system. T h e Claflin school had
already been organized by friends of the negroes, and the site was declared
to be used forever and entirely for nothing but education of the negroes.
T h e first city school for negroes was begun in the old Temperance Hall.
T h e book fee system was put into operation among the white children
when the schools were begun, but it was several years before it was adopted
for the negroes.
T h e salaries fixed for the first few months ranged from $1 8 0 0 for the
superintendent down to $350 for some of the women teachers per term.
During the 'seventies many notable men, who had been prominent
in the state's affairs died. Most of them had been connected with the Confederate government in one way, or another, and its downfall, with the
consequent turmoil of reconstruction no doubt did much to hasten their
end.
Gen. Henry L. Benning died July 8, 1875 aged 61 years. On hearing of his death the Supreme Court appointed a committee composed of
Porter Ingram, M. H. Blandford', R. F. Lyon, James Johnson, M. J.
Crawford, H. K. McKay, and William Hope Hull, to prepare a memorial
in honor of General Benning who had served as an associate justice of that
court.
I n the memorial it was said of him:
"As a lawyer, he had but few equals. T o his profession he consecrated all the labor and energies of his life. His great success was the result of careful, patient and incessant labor. For success in his profession he
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sacrificed everythhg else except honor. Neither social pleasures, nor
family ties, nor personal interests were sufficient to seduce him from the
supreme business of his life, to gain renown as a lawyer. I n this he was
successful, for he was a great lawyer, and had but few superiors. His
great superiority over others consisted in thorough preparation. T h e order
of his mind was neither quick nor brilliant. H e was not what the world
usually calls a brilliant or a captivating popular orator. But before a couk
and jury his clear statement of facts, his solid logic and earnestness of
style, combined with his own convictions of right, rendered him almost
irresistible. H i s style as an orator was all his own. H e imitated nobody;
he borrowed from nobody; to all borrowed arts and graces of oratory he
was totally indifferent. I n his addresses he seemed to have no thought
of himself or his style. His whole energies were concentrated upon the
subject in hand. H e was cool, deliberate, clear in statement, honest in his
convictions of right, sternly logical, always in earnest, and at times vehement and truly eloquent."
Three years later Congressman A. H. Chappell died. Mr. Chappell
had been a member of the National Congress for several terms and was also
prominent in the affairs of the Confederate Government, and in the State
after the close of the Civil War.

A sketch of his life follows:
Absalom H. Chappell was born in Hancock county, Georgia, on December 18, 180 1, son of Joseph Chappell, and was married to Miss Loretto
Rebecca Lamar, of Putnam county, Georgia, on May 3 1, 1842. H e was
a pupil of the elder Beeman at Mt. Zion Academy, Hancock county. H e
took a course of law in New York, and another under Augustin Clayton,
at Athens, Georgia, where he was admitted to the bar in 182 1. H e settled
first in Sandersville, and then in Forsyth, Monroe county, which he represented several times in the legislature. H e moved to Macon, Georgia, and represented the County of Bibb in
the house of representatives in 1839, and in the state senate in 1845, and was
president of that body. H e was elected from that district which then included Columbus, to Congress in 1843. H e moved to Columbus in 1858,
and temporarily retired from politics and the practice of law.
After the Civil W a r he resumed the practice of law in Columbus.
H e was elected a member from Muscogee County to the Constitutional
Convention of 1867.
In 1873, he published "The Miscellanies of Georgia," a historical
work treating of the Yazoo Fraud, Pine Barren Speculation, the Oconee
War, Middle Georgia, and kindred subjects.
Mr. Chappell died in Columbus, December 11, 1878, survived by
five children and Mrs. Chappell. She died August 29, 1905. Their
children were Lamar, of Memphis, Mrs. Toombs, of Virginia, J. Harris,
of Milledgcville, and Thomas J. and Lucius H., of Columbus.
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A review of the names on the rolls of the Columbus Bar Association
shows many who have served their state in an outstanding capacity.
Among them are the following:
ASSISTANT
ATTORNEY-GENERAL
OF THE UNITEDSTATESUNDERPRESIDENT CLEVELAND:
William A. Little.
UNITED
STATESSENATORS
: Walter T. Colquitt, Alfred Iverson, Sr.
UNITEDSTATESREPRESENTATIVES:
Thomas Flournoy Foster, Thomas
Nelson, Seaborn Jones, Julius C. Alford, Walter T. Colquitt, Mark
A. Cooper, Hines Holt, A. H. Chappell, Alfred Iverson, Sr., Marshall J. Wellborn, James Johnson, M. J. Crowford, Thomas W.
Gr~mes.
'
GOVERNORS
OF GEORGIA:James Johnson, James Milton Smith.
OF GEORGIA:William A. Little.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL
CHAIRMAN
RAILROAD
COMMISSION
: James Milton Smith.
ASSOCIATE
JUSTICES OF SUPREME
COURT: Henry L. Benning, M. J.
Crawford, Mark H. Blandford, William A. Little, S. Price Gilbert.
OF HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
SPEAKERS
OF GEORGIA: Charles J. Williams, James M. Smith, Louis F.
Garrard, William A. Little, John D. Little, W. Cecil Neill.
SUPERIOR
COURTJUDGES OF THE CHATTAHOOCHEE
CIRCUIT: Walter T.
Colquitt, Joseph L. Sturgis, Alfred Iverson, Sr., G. E. Thomas, M.
J. Wellborn, Joseph L. Sturgis, Robert B. Alexander, Alfred Iverson,
Martin J. Crawford, Edmund H. Worrill, James Johnson, M. J.
Crawford, Edgar M. Butts, James L. Wimberly, James T. Willis,
James M. Smith, John H. Martin, William B. Butt, William A.
Little, S. P. Gilbert, George P. Munro, G. H. Howard, C. F. McLaughlin.
may be named the following: John H.
Among the SOLICITOR-GENERALS
Watson, Seaborn Jones, Henry L. Benning, John L. Lewis, E. R.
Brown, Thaddeus Oliver, John Peabody, C. J. Thornton, H. Bussey,
Wm. A. Little, Thomas W. Grimes, James H. Worrill, A. A. Carson,
S. P. Gilbert, George C. Palmer, C. F. McLaughlin, W. R. Flournoy.
CRIMINAL
COURTOF COLUMBUS:P. H. Colquitt, J. M. Russell.
SOLICITOR
CRIMINAL
COURTOF COLUMBUS:R. E. Dixon.

JUDGES

CITY COURTOF COLUMBUS:Porter Ingram, James L. Willis,
G. Y. Tigner.
SOLICITORS
OF CITY COURTOF COLUMBUS:To1 Y. Crawford, E. J.
Wynn, Peter Preer, H. H. Swift, T. Hicks Fort, B. H. Chappell.

JUDGES
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RECORDERS
OF CITYOF COLUMBUS:
A. W. Cozart, Reese Crawford, W.
H. McCrory, C. B. Grimes, E. J. Wynn, F. D. Foley, J. A. Lynch.
MEMBERS
CONFEDERATE
CONGRESS
WHO WEREMEMBERS
OF THE COLUM BUS BAR: PROVISIONAL
CONGRESS
: M. J. Crawf ord.

FIRST
CONGRESS:
Hines Holt, Representative; Porter Ingram, Representative.
SECOND
CONGRESS:
Mark H. Blandford, Representative; James M. Smith,
Representative.
CLERKIN CONFEDERATE
HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES:
Robert Emmett
Dixon.
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Industrial Recuperation
I N C E 1880 the history of Columbus has been principally a story
of commercial development-the beginning of new industries,
their growth and expansion to include similar lines of business.
Each decade has presented new demands upon the forces of
production, and improvements had to be forthcoming in order
to supply them.
T h e abolition of slavery in the South worked a far greater good than
harm in the long run, though the sudden collapse of the entire economic
system which was the immediate sequence plunged this section into what
was nearly abject poverty for some years. Without negro labor which was
their chief dependence, the large plantations, could not continue, and so a
more even division of land was brought about. As the years passed; other
crops began to be raised besides cotton, and land owners took a more personal interest in the products of the soil.
T h e main results of free labor as far as the cities were concerned were
an increase in population, both among the whites and negroes, and the advance of industries to meet not only the enlarged demand, but to include
the addition of more leaders of business and' industry. Columbus, being
one of the smaller Southern cities, was affected very much as the others.
T h e population of Columbus in 18 50 was given at 5,942 and in 18 80
had increased to more than 10,000. These figures did not include the
suburbs, nor Phenix City and Girard, but related only to the immediate
corporate limits of Columbus.
T h e emancipation of the negroes did not affect the manufacturing
enterprises on which the prosperity of Columbus depended, except insofar
as the general welfare of the state was involved' and as the supply of raw
products, such as cotton, was curtailed. With the reorganization of the
agricultural system which was brought about within a few years after the
cessation of hostilities, the markets were again supplied with the necessary
raw materials and the wheels of industry began again to turn.
T h e war had opened new lines of occupation to the citizens of Columbus and many kinds of products were brought out as a result.
I n 1883 there were eleven large divisions in the kinds of manufacturies in Columbus, besides numerous smaller businesses. At that time
more than $5,000,000 was invested in the capital stock of those concerns,
more than 4,000 hands employed, and the wages paid out amounted to
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nearly $950,00 0. T h e ind'ustries included, besides the manufacture of textile goods the capital for which was listed at more than $3,000,000, the
following classifications: iron and castings ; oil, paint, and gas ; marble,
tin, and copper; flouring and grist; brick and tile; clothing; bagging and
barrels; tobacco and cigars; blacksmithing; sash, blinds, and trunks; and
other things.
I n making a valuation of the raw materials the authorities rated
them at a total of more than $2,000,000, while the increase caused by the
process of manufacture raised the value of the finished products to more
than $4,000,000.
For a growth of less than twenty years, this record was considered
very encouraging and little short of remarkable.
Seven years later still other plants had begun operation and the older
ones had increased production. T h e "Enquirer-Sun" of February 23, 1890
carried a review of the decade ending at that time:
Extracts follow :
"Columbus is recognized as the 'Lowell of the South' on account of
her extensive manufacturing interests, the largest of which are the Eagle
and Phenix Mills, the biggest cotton and woolen mills in the South. Centered around the parent mill, are the Muscogee, the Swift, the Clegg, the
Browne, the Pearce, the Paragon factories, and the Chattahoochee Knitting
Mills, each of which is ably conducted', and paying handsome dividends.
T h e Paragon manufactures finer grades of goods-seer-suckers,
ginghams, etc., than are made in any other city of the South, and its capacity
will soon be doubled. A site for a new woolen mill has been purchased.
"The Columbus Iron Works is the largest foundry south of Richmond. T h e Southern Plow Works is a branch of this gigantic institution.
This is the only foundry in the country that manufactures the celebrated
Stratton Improved Absorption Ice Machines, and constantly has as many
orders for these machines from all parts of the country, as it can supply.
"Goldens Foundry and Machine Company, is another prosperous institution ~f this character and its managers are now looking for a new site,
and have decided to invest $75,000 or $100,000 in new machinery.
"The Central Railroad is now negotiating with the City Council for
the purpose of securing lands for the location of their new shops, which
will be built and equipped at a cost of not less than $100,000. T h e Company will expend something like $200,000 in Columbus this summer in
shops, bridges, etc.
''The other railroads centering here will also find it necessary to increase their shop facilities.
"The Empire Mills of Columbus are the largest and best equipped
flouring mills in Georgia and are run day and night. T h e City Mills are
also prosperous and Col. W. L. Tillman, one of the largest capitalist of
Columbus, has with his associates decid'ed to build a new flour and grist
mill the present summer, with a capital stock of $100,000.
VISIT www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

194

(C) 2005 Electronic Edition

HISTORY O F

COLUMBUS,
GEORGIA

['The Hatcher Iron Wagon Co., is building an immense factory on
the east commons.
"Columbus has: 5 large sash, door, and blind factories; 1 factory for
automatic sprinkler; 1 brewery; 1 bagging factory; 1 carriage factory;
several clothing factories; and various small industries, all of which are
characterized by activity, and bear the unmistakable stamp of prosperity.
"Business of Columbus for the year 1889, shows a very gratifying
increase over previous years, and furnishes another of many evidences that
Columbus is progressive and prosperous.
"The sales of the various classes of merchandise for the year 1889
amounted to $11,255,400.
"The volume of Columbusywholesale trade is assuming immense proportions, and her wholesale houses send 125 drummers, along the various
railroads, and down the Chattahoochee river. Until a few years ago, Columbus did an almost exclusive retail trade, but the sudden increase of her
railroad facilities place her in a position to compete with her sister cities.
Never slow to seize upon an advantage, her business men at once saw the
time had to come for Columbus to assert herself, as the Queen City of the
vast and fertile Chattahoochee Valley. The records show how well they
have succeeded in this.
"The growth of Columbus is a matter of pride to each and all of her
citizens. This can best be illustrated by the comparison of the valuation of
the city real estate in 1880 with 1890 :

T h e same edition summarized the situation in Columbus and stated in
addition to the foregoing the following points about this city:
Cotton receipts were between 70,000 to 100,000 bales per year. There
were three cotton compresses. There was an active Board of Trade composed of 200 members. There was a public library. T h e city had never
had an epidemic. T h e tax rate was one per cent on real estate. There
were more savings bank deposits than in any two cities of its size in the
South.
T h e individual mills of this vast system of industry each has an interesting history.
During this time a small weave mill was started on the second floor
of the old Temperance Hall on First avenue. A few small looms turned
out its quota of cotton cloth every day; two men, M. A. Swift and M.
Williams directed its destinies.
During the intervening years the tiny weave shop has outgrown itself
time after time. First, in 1883, it was moved out of the second floor location into a new plant built for its needs. I n that year a company was organized to operate it, and the Swift Manufacturing Company came into
being.
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The succeeding years have seen many improvements, hardly a year
passing without some addition being made to the plant. In 1916 another
building, designated as Mill No. 2, was added to the 1883 structure, which
had been enlarged and added to so many times there was hardly room left
to hang on another addition.
For some time after the company moved into its own building it followed the original plan of weaving only and buying its yarn. I n 1887,
however, carding and spinning machinery was bought and the mill began
making its own yarn as well as weaving its cloth. This machinery has been
added to as years have gone by until the Swift Manufacturing Company
operates 30,000 spindles and 850 looms.
More than 800 operatives are employed in the immense factory earning every week an aggregate wage of more than $12,000. Aside from the
contribution of its payroll to the community's prosperity, the Swift Manufacturing Company uses in the operation of its mills power generated at
Columbus in the hydro-electric plants along the Chattahoochee river, aiding in this way the development of the city's resources.
The output of this mill consists of heavy cotton fabrics, ranging from
coarse overall cloth to rayon bedspreads. The Swift Manufacturing Company, in fact, is the only Columbus mill making rayon cloth in large
sizes. The entire operation is performed in the one plant. From the time
the bale of cotton enters until it leaves to start its journey as cloth to Montana or South Africa or Australia, every operation is performed in the
Swift mills. The cotton is carded, spun and dyed by the Swift Company's
machinery and woven by them into the finished fabric.
Aside from overall cloth and rayon bedspreads, the mill specilizes
in Mitcheline bedspreads and automobile seat cover cloth and other automobile fabrics as well as various special orders. As has been suggested, the
distribution of the mill is world-wide. No nation on the face of the globe
which uses cotton cloth has not, at one time or another, used swift fabrics
from Columbus, Georgia. Thus these mills are doing their part in spreading the name of Georgia's Industrial Capital and in enhancing its reputation
as the source of good things.
The officers -under whom the Swift Manufacturing Company is at
present prospering are: H. L. Williams, president, Paul K. McKinney,
'vice-president and treasurer; G. C. Barfield, secretary, and Frank K. Petrea,
superintendent of the plant.
Growing from a sewing shop, operating 250 sewing machines and 10
button-holing machines on January 1, 1892, the Georgia Manufacturing
Company today is one of Columbus' major industries. In the early days,
this factory was devoted to the manufacture of overalls, shirts and pants,
buying its cloth outside.
Inevitably influenced, however, by the strategic position of Columbus
as an industrial center, the Georgia company has rapidly expanded until
today it is one of the larger manufacturers of seamless hosiery and yarns in
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the state.
This mill, according to E. P. Dismukes, president, was the first industry in Columbus to apply hydro-electric power to the operation of its plant.
Other mills in the city were using electric lighting, and electric street cars
were running on the streets, but manufacturing plants were still relying
upon steam for their power.
I n 1897 the Georgia Manufacturing Company converted its machinery to electric power, being supplied from the plant at the City Mills dam
by the predecessor of the present Columbus Electric and Power Company.
Since that time, every industry in the city has followed the example of this
pioneer.
A few knitting machines were put in, experimentally, in 1902, the
company buying its yarn from outside sources. These were gradually increased until, in 1910, 4,000 spindles were installed to supply the demand
which had been created by that time. Later, 4,400 more spindles were added, bringing the mill's total spindlage to 8,400, where it stands today.
T h e few knitting machines have been increased to 250, making a high
grade seamless hosiery. The mill also furnishes yarn, from 4s to 14s, to
the sweater trade.
More than 200 operatives are employed in the manufacture of these
products which are shipped nationally and to England.
T h e original officers of the company were: C. L. Perkins, president;
A. C. Young, secretary and treasurer; and Joe Boyd, superintendant. Today's officers are: E. P. Dismukes, president; R. E. Dismukes, vice president; 0. M. Holland, treasurer; and C. E. Doughtie, superintendant.
The predecessor of the present Bradley Manufacturing Company was
organized in 1888, as the Paragon Mill by Will Swift and associates. After
operating for some years under this management, and attaining a respectable growth, the plant was bought by Major Louis Hamburger and others in
June, 1892. At this time the mills were incorporated under the name of
the Hamburger Cotton Mills, and directed its attention and facilities to the
manufacture of cottonades and plaids.
I n 1907 the Hamburger Mills instituted a program of expansion, one
of the first steps in which was the purchase and erection of a large loom,
necessitating further enlargement of the plant. After the death of Major
Hamburger, the mill was operated under the direction of his son-in-law,
John Mitchell, until 1 9 14. In that year the World War began and so af fected markets that the mills were forced to shut down for more than twelve
months.
Reorganized in 1916, the mills began operations once more under the
direction of Guy Garrard. One of Mr. Garrard's first steps was to remove
the looms and concentrate on the production of colored cotton yarns. For
four years under Mr. Garrard's direction the mills prospered and increased
their markets.
In 1920, these mills, considerably enlarged since their beginning, were
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changed to the Bradley Manufacturing Company, the controlling interest
having been purchased by W. C. Bradley.
T h e present officers of the Bradley Manufacturing Company are: W.
C. Bradley, chairman of the board; D. A. Turner, president; R. K. Webb,
vice-president and treasurer.
Now three times its original size, the Bradley Mill specializes in the
manufacture of colored cotton yarns for the hosiery and sweater trade over
a national range. Van Court Carwithen, of Philadelphia, C. W. Scott, 93
Worth Street, New York City, and National Yarn and Process Company,
Chattanooga, Tennessee, are the selling agents.
T h e 15,O 00 spindles of the Bradley Manufacturing Company's mills
are operated by electricity generated by the Columbus Electric and Power
Company from the falls of the Chattahoochee river.
Hardly had the smoke from the ruins of the original structure
cleared away when the new Eagle and Phenix mills had been started on the
ashes of the pioneer. In 1866, the Eagle & Phenix Manufacturing Company, a reorganization of the old Eagle Mill, was formed, and immediately
began the erection of a larger structure than the one which had been burned.
This company purchased the land and water rights of the original Eagle
Mill and later those of the Palace Merchant Mills which had burned down
shortly after the war. This new mill was the Eagle and Phenix Mill No. 1,
with an equipment of 10,000 spindles and 370 looms. T h e year 1869
saw the addition of Mill Number 2. In 1876 Mill No. 3 was added, bringing the equipment of the mills to 25,000 spindles and 800 looms. I n those
days, the Eagle and Phenix Mills carried by far the majority of looms and
spindles in the city, the total in 1870 being 1020 looms and 35,000 spindles.
Another reorganization was effected in 1898, when the Eagle and
Phenix Mills, headed by G. Gunby Jordan, took the place of the old
Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company. At this time many radical
reforms were made and the greatest period of progress and prosperity in
the Mills' long history dates from that time.
Mr. Jordan had been with the mills, beginning in 1867, for about
20 years. H e returned in 1898 as receiver for the Eagle and Phenix
Manufacturing Company, formed the present leading industry. H e continued at the head of the company until 1915, at which time W. C. Bradley
became president.
Finding the equipment of the Mills antiquated and inefficient when he
took them over in 1898, Mr. Jordan's first move was to send men through
the building with sledge hammers demolishing the old machinery and
throwing it out.. H e installed new, up to date equipment and entirely rebuilt the power plant. Here, stone flumes were installed for the old wooden
flumes and other improvements made. Mill No. 3 was also enlarged
at this time. In 1914, the power plant was converted to a hydro-electric
system, which now has a maximum capacity of 6,000 horsepower. The
mills at present consume about 4,000 of the available total.
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Under the able administration of Mr. Bradley the Eagle and Phenix
Mills have prospered and were never in better condition, physically and
financially, than now. Each year sees the installation of new machinery,
the adoption of new and modern methods, and the steady improvement of
the property. Upon the solid foundation left by the old Eagle Mill of
1850 a textile plant has been built which must look far for a rival in the
quality and quantity of its output and the efficiency of its operation.
Today the Eagle and Phenix Mills operate 65,556 spindles and 1,782
looms, almost twice as many as could be found in the entire textile industryin 1876, when Mill No. 3 was built. Now 1,500 operatives are employed
with an annual payroll of more than a million dollars, in striking contrast
to the 500 operatives and $240 daily payroll of 1860. The $375,000
capital of that year has grown to $2,000,000, of which $1,000,000 is
outstanding.
The descendant of the cloth which once covered the backs of Southern soldiers now is known and used in every country in the world. Eagle
and Phenix colored cotton fabrics have a distribution which carries the
name of Columbus, Georgia, wherever cotton goods are used.
The present officers, under whom these mills are continuing to prosper are:
W. C. Bradley, President; H. 0. Davidson, vice-president; J. A.
McKinnon, treasurer; and C. C. Willis, secretary. Frank E. Heymer is
superintendent of the plant.
I t is interesting to note that this vast amount of industry was being
carried on in Columbus before the introduction of hydro-electricity as a
local enterprise. With the opening of the new century the first of the large
dams was projected.
Two of the main movers in the manufacturing industry were W. H.
Young and G. Gunby Jordan. Mr. Young for many years previous to and
following the civil war was one of the most progressive of the Columbus
capitalists.
As a young man of twenty, Mr. Young came to Columbus in 1827
and observing the potentialities of the water power then entirely undeveloped, made plans which were realized twenty-eight years later when he
with others established the Eagle Factory. His brother-in-law, R. M.
Gunby, was made president of the mill soon after its organization until
its destruction by Wilson in 1865. A year later Mr. Young reorganized
the mill after having purchased other property, and put into operation
the Eagle and Phenix concern with a capital of $463,000.
Mr. Young was a native of New York, and with his brother, Edward
B. Young, came South at the age of 17. Both married Beall sisters of
Warren county and later moved to Columbus. W. H. Young was associated with Dr. Henry Lockhart, a brother-in-law, in a business partnership but later withdrew for five years, when having made a million dollars
he built the Eagle Factory. H e was made president of several other con-
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cerns organized about the same time-the Bank of Columbus and the
Georgia Home Insurance company. Due to Mr. Youngys influence
the structure now known as the Georgia Home Insurance building was
constructed, and the Reich building, formerly the Gunby building, on Eleventh street. These two edifices, with iron fronts, were the first of the
kind to be built in the South, the materials being shipped from England
to the Gulf and thence up the Chattahoochee to Columbus. Mr. Young
was also interested in many other large business enterprises and was recognized as one of the most successful of the business pioneers of Columbus.
H e died May 7, 1894 and is buried in Linwood.
Beallwood, for many years a section of prosperous ante-bellum homes,
and now a busy, thriving mill community was named for the four Beall
sisters who came with their husbands to settle near the new city of Columbus.
Mr. G. Gunby Jordan, who came to Columbus at the close of the
Civil War has also been prominent in the development of industry since
that time. After leaving the Eagle and Phenix Mills in the ,seventies he
became interested in building railroads and was instrumental in establishing several small roads in the 'eighties which were absorbed in about ten
years by larger concerns.
At this time he also organized the Third National bank and the
Columbus Savings bank, being made president of both concerns.
In 1896 he was appointed a receiver of the Eagle and Phenix company, and upon its reorganization was made president, holding this position
some twenty-five years. In 1909 he was made president of the Bibb
Manufacturing company, of Macon.
In 1921 Mr. Jordan gave up his more responsible business offices,
but still retains an active interest in industrial and civic affairs.
In political and local events, he has also played a prominent part.
Besides being a member of local organizations he holds numerous positions
with national, educational and sociological associations.
Mr. D. F. Willcox was another of Columbusy older citizens who
played a prominent part in the business enterprises of this period. He
was secretary of the Georgia Home Insurance company when it was organized, and due to his efforts the Georgia Home building, when completed after the close of the Civil War, passed into the hands of its present
owners.
This insurance company with the Southern Mutual Insurance company, of Athens, were thk oily two in the state to survive the war and the
depression of reconstruction. Mr. Willcox was one of the directors of the
latter and was instrumental in its organization in Griffin in 1848. Besides
being the oldest in the state in existence today it is one of the most successful.
Coming to this city about that time Mr. Willcox established his insurance business and it continues in operation to the present time. Though
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he held no large political offices, Mr. Willcox was revered and respected
by a wide circle of friends and acquaintances that included the most influential in the state and section.
I n 1886 "The Ledger", the afternoon paper of present day Columbus began publication. It has always been one of the most successful in

"GORDONIDO"
One of the oldest Residences of Columbus, built 90 years

ago.

Now the home of Frederick U. Gordon on Wynnton Road

this section of the state, having adopted a very conservative attitude toward'
the issues of the day, and appealing generally to a large circulation. Under
the editorship of R. M. Page and associates, its subscription list and range
has had a large increase in recent years.
A short sketch of the railroad building in Columbus during a part of
the decade follows:
A five-year period centering in 18 8 7- 18 8 8 constituted the greatest
railroad building era in the history of Columbus. Within these years three
railroads leading out of Columbus were constructed. T h e effect on the
transportation situation of this city was far greater than the facilities provided by these three lines, for they stimulated the extension of other rail-
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