
 
Picture taken in 1863 of Jefferson County soldiers who were at home on sick 

leave.   The Confederate uniform is shown. 

CHAPTER II 

WAR BETWEEN THE STATES 

BY W. L. PHILLIPS 
A HISTORY of Jefferson County would hardly be 
complete without giving some data as to the part 
played by the county in that momentous struggle, the 
War Between the States, but strange to say no one has 
ever given us any local information as to Jefferson's 
part in that most ferocious war of all history, and its 
stirring scenes are now so far back in the past that it is 
almost impossible to get firsthand information 
regarding it. Even those who have reached the days 
allotted by the Psalmist, three score and ten, were then 
too young to recall now what transpired in the sixties. 
More than half a century shields those awful days from 
the glare of real truth, and softens the memories that 
brood over them. But never in the history of all time 
will the world know or see again such a terrific 
struggle as that of the sixties. Georgia, as a State, stood 
most prominent in the stirring debates and public 
utterances of the years just preceding this great con-
flict, because some of the most prominent and able 
men of that day were largely Georgians. The question 
of secession became a burning one and the most 
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prominent men of Georgia were arrayed on both 
sides of it. During the year 1860 several Southern 
States actually seceded from the Union and it became 
a serious question as to whether Georgia should take 
such action. In January, 1861, a Convention was held 
in Milledgeville, the capital of the State, at which this 
question was the all-absorbing topic. At noon, on 
Monday, January 2ist, 1861, the Secession Ordinace 
was finally passed by this Convention. One of the 
most prominent members of that Convention was the 
member from Jefferson, Hon. Herschel V. Johnston. 
Hon. George Staple-ton was the other member from 
Jefferson. They both signed the Ordinance when 
finally passed, but the most bitter and forceful foe of 
the Secession movement was Ex-governor Johnston. 
He spoke against it and worked against it, and voted 
against it, with all the energy and eloquence of his soul, 
but when finally outvoted, he accepted the ruling of the 
majority, and signed the Ordinance as passed over his 
most earnest protest. All other members did the same 
except six. These six signed the Ordinance as passed, 
but with their signatures they also filed their protest, 
which was made a part of the proceedings of the 
convention. 

Georgia being the most prominent State at the 
time which had not already passed such an Ordi- 
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nance, her action was at once accepted by common 
consent as the signal for war. In fact, the war clouds 
were already fast gathering. Col. Alexander R. Law-
ton, of Savannah, commanding the First Regiment of 
Georgia Volunteers, under orders from Governor 
Joseph E. Brown, who was at that time Governor of 
Georgia, had taken possession of Fort Pulaski. This 
was done on January 3rd, 1861, and the Ordinance of 
Secession was not passed until seventeen days later. 
Confederate and Federal preparations for war were 
being carried on rapidly, and it was less than six 
months before Jefferson County organized her first 
company to take active part in the great fratricidal 
conflict which was soon to drench the land with 
blood. On June I4th, 1861, Jefferson County 
organized her first company. It was known as 
"Jefferson County Guards," Company C, 2Oth 
Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry. The officers 
were as follows: 

Captain, Roger L. Gamble; 
ist Lieutenant, Willis F. Denny; 
2nd Lieutenants, Joseph H. Polhill (afterwards 

made captain) and R. W. Carswell. 
Captain Gamble was a young physician just coming 

into prominence in the county, and was at the time 
engaged to a daughter of Richard Brown, a prominent 
farmer then living in the Ebenezer Settle- 
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ment. She was a sister of Mrs. F. A. Sinquefield, and 
an aunt of our fellow-townsman, Col. W. R. 
Sinquefield, and Mrs. W. A. Stone. There was a 
great demonstration in Louisville the day this com-
pany was mustered into service. Captain, or Doctor 
Gamble as he was more familiarly known, and Miss 
Brown afterwards married. They had one daughter 
who lived to be a young lady, but died soon, 
outliving, however, both of her parents. Lieutenant 
Denny afterwards became Judge Denny, presiding 
over our first county court in Jefferson County after 
the war. 

R. W. Carswell, 2nd Lieutenant, after the war, 
became judge of the Superior Courts of the Middle 
Circuit, and was known as a very prominent and 
successful lawyer also. He died while judge of our 
Superior Court. Captain Polhill, who still lives, and is 
the only surviving officer of all the companies 
organized in Jefferson County, has been in very 
feeble health and has not been able to leave his home 
for several years; but while in health and strength 
was one of the most prominent lawyers of this 
section of the state. He was at one time a member of 
the State senate and representative of our county. It 
is unfortunate that he was not induced to give first-
hand information of Jefferson's part in that great 
struggle, while in his vigor and strength. 
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The next company organized in Jefferson was 
known as "Jeff Grays". It was Company I, 28th 
Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry. 

The second company was organized Sept. loth, 
1861, with officers as follows: 

Captain, J. G. Cain, afterwards Judge of County 
Court of Jefferson County and a lawyer of promi-
nence in the State; 

ist Lieutenant, Isaac F. Adkins, afterwards County 
Surveyor of the county for many years. 

and Lieutenant, James Stapleton, for whom the 
present Town of Stapleton was named; a prominent 
and successful farmer. 

2nd Lieutenant, Augustus J. Pughesley, a physi-
cian for many years. 

The next company was organized on Oct. ist, 
1861, and known as "Battey Guards," Company G, 
38th Regiment of Georgia Volunteer Infantry. 

The officers of this Company were: 
Captain, William H. Battey, who was killed in the 

battle of Sharpsburgh in September, 1862. 
ist Lieutenant, John W. Brinson, who became 

prominent in politics in Jefferson County after the 
war, and was a great political leader. 

2nd Lieutenant, Issac C. Vaughn, who practiced 
medicine and farmed in the county for many years 
after the war. 
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2nd Lieutenant, L. W. Farmer, Jr., who was killed 

in the battle of Spotsylvania, May 12, 1864. 
The next company organized in Jefferson was 

known as "Jefferson Volunteers," Company E, 48th 
Regiment of Georgia Volunteer Infantry. 

Organized March 4th, 1862.   Officers as follows: 
Captain, R. W. Carswell, elected lieutenant col-

onel. Captain Thomas N. Polhill, killed at Gettys-
burgh July, 1863. 

ist Lieutenant, W. A. Spier, killed at Chancellors-
ville, May, 1863. 

2nd Lieutenant, William J. Smith. 
2nd Lieutenant, Jeremiah Winter, Jr. 
What was known as the "Grubbs Hussars" was 

organized in July, 1861, and was composed largely of 
Jefferson County men, but men from both Burke and 
Emanuel were connected with this company. 

This company was known as Company F, Cobb's 
Legion, Georgia Cavalry. Malcolm D. Jones of Burke 
county was Captain. 

F. A. Sinquefield followed by Thomas Pierce of 
Jefferson was ist Lieutenant, and William Boyd and 
Robert McBride of Jefferson were 2nd Lieutenants. 

It would be quite interesting, indeed, to have be-
fore us the names of the men who enlisted in these 
various companies, and likely, some day, we may be 

able to resurrect, from old and long forgotten reg-
isters, their names, so that many of their descendants 
may know just who they were and to what companies 
they belonged, where they served, and how they 
suffered for the cause they loved, and for which a great 
many of them died. It was a noble band of brothers 
which Jefferson contributed to this awful war, and it 
is consoling at least to know that if the advice and 
counsel of that noble son of hers, Ex-Governor H. V. 
Johnston, had been heeded, a different record might 
have been written. 

How earnestly and eloquently did that great 
quartet, Johnston, Stephens, Means and Hill, plead 
with the convention in the dawn of the sixties for 
conservatism and moderation, and picture the out-
come if their advice should go unheeded! Their 
judgment has been written into history as prophetic 
facts. No greater or more eloquent defender of the 
Union has ever lived than Jefferson's own son, H. V. 
Johnston. 



History of Jefferson County 

Historical Sketch 

By HON. 
WARREN GRICE 

"God save our native land and make her strong to stand 
For truth and right. Long may her banner 
wave, Flag of the free and brave! Thou who 
alone canst save, Grant her Thy might."—J. 
H. Seebye. 
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clearness and beauty and grandeur, to make sure 
that they and those that should come after them 
shall not forget the record of their sires. 

We do well to take the time, once in a while, to 
cut away the underbrush and to check the erosion 
that with the passing years may tend to obscure the 
true picture of one of the high spots in Georgia's 
history; and if a restatement of the facts surrounding 
that episode be but repeating what you already 
know, it may serve nevertheless to re-kindle your 
own patriotism to contemplate again the acts and 
some of the actors that move across the scene that 
is commemorated by this tablet unveiled here today; 
for in every age of the world and among all peoples, 
memory of the heroic deeds of the past have afforded 
a strong incentive to the succeeding generations to 
do well their part. 

It is well that we come with uncovered heads to 
this spot, for we stand upon ground hallowed by the 
deeds of brave men with hearts not only stout, but 
true. 

For ten years this was Georgia's capital. The 
first legislature met here in 1796. The last one, 
probably in 1806. 

Here convened two Conventions of the people of 
Georgia. The first, the Convention of 1795, presided 
over by Noble Wimberly Jones, and in which 

sat Josiah Tattnall, Jr., Thomas Gibbons, Joseph 
Clay, Jr., John Weareat, David Emaneul, Silas 
Mercer, and Stephen Heard. The second was the 
Convention of 1798. In it were James Jackson, 
James Jones, Thomas Spalding, Mathew Rabun, Peter 
Carnes, Jared Irwin, Arthur Fort, William Stith, 
Mather Talbott, Benjamin Taliaferro, and Jesse 
Mercer. They and their co-laborers framed a 
constitution—here at Louisville, almost on this very 
spot—under which Georgia experienced her golden 
period. It was the organic law until 1861, when we 
had to form another because we then became a part 
of a new government. 

Georgia's Governors who from Louisville steered 
our ship of state were Jared Irwin, Josiah Tattnall, 
and John Milledge. Governor Irwin and Governor 
Milledge each serving more than one term. 

Here resided the Governors and the State House 
officers. Here gathered the big men of the State who 
laid deep and imperishable the foundations of 
Georgia's future glory. Here policies were deter-
mined. Here governors were made, and unmade. 
Here met the untrammelled representatives of a free 
people to discuss Georgia's affairs. Here were set in 
motion thoughts that made their impress on 
generations yet unborn. 

In those early days of the Republic, a State was a 
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sovereign. Its government had control of the internal 
affairs of the people. There were still in life many of 
those who had framed the Federal Constitution, and 
there also yet lived the spirit of those who had framed 
it. They knew the true character of the Federal 
Government. They knew that it was not intended to 
make of sovereign States mere provinces, or 
subdivisions of a nation. They knew that except as to 
those few matters which the States could better handle 
through a joint agent, the people could be better ruled, 
when ruled at home under laws made by the State. 
The sessions of Congress were therefore short. The 
people did not look to the Federal capital for the 
passage of laws which affected them internally, but to 
the Legislatures of the several States. The result was 
that the big men of the State, upon entering public life, 
filled the state offices. And here at Louisville, for ten 
years, they met, and wrought, and set in motion tides 
that have le f t  their marks upon the shores of time. 

The first state house ever erected by this Com-
monwealth was here. This is the first place which 
Georgia designated as the permanent capital. The 
most dramatic scene in the public life of our State 
took place on this spot. 

What Georgian isn't interested in Louisville where 
the real beginnings of our statehood were had? 

This tablet will not only remind those who come 
after us that here stood Georgia's first permanent 
capital, but it specially commemorates a certain act 
that took place on this spot. 

By an Act approved January 26, 1786, Nathan 
Brownson, William Few, and Hugh Lawson, Esquires, 
were appointed Commissioners with the power to 
proceed to fix a place for the seat of the public 
buildings, provided the same be within twenty miles of 
Galphin's old town; and to purchase a tract of land for 
that purpose, and to lay out a part thereof into lots, 
streets, and alleys, the town to be known by the name 
of Louisville. 

These Commissioners proceeded with their duties. 
There were delays due to lack of funds and the death 
of the contractor, so that the public buildings were not 
finally completed until March, 1786, (Knight), but by 
the Constitution of 1795 the new town was designated 
as the permanent capital. 

The three men who "laid out" the town of Louis-
ville and who were charged with the duty of seeing 
that the necessary public buildings were erected, and 
who therefore became in a sense the founders of 
Louisville were themselves a distinguished trio. Hugh 
Lawson was the son of a North Carolinian who before 
the Revolution settled in what is now Jefferson 
county. The son was a captain in the War 
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of Independence, was frequently a member of the 
General Assembly from this County, a leader in the 
politics of the State and progenitor of many dis-
tinguished Georgians who have served her well from 
that day to this. Nathan Brownson was a resident of 
Liberty County. He was a physician, a graduate of 
Yale, a member of the Provincial Congress of Georgia, 
twice a member of the Continental Congress, and 
Governor of Georgia, besides filling with credit a 
number of other important offices. William Few was a 
partisan officer of Georgia troops during the 
Revolution, a member of the Executive Council, a 
delegate to the Continental Congress, Judge of the 
Superior Court in the early days, and a United States 
Senator from Georgia in the first Congress. 

When Louisville was made the capital, it stood near 
the eastern boundary of the red men's hunting grounds. 
The white settlements at that time were only the coast 
counties and a narrow strip west of the Savannah river. 
Louisville was really almost a frontier settlement. 
Practically speaking, all west of here, all the 
mountainous part of the state, most of the wiregrass 
section, all of southwest Georgia, was a primeval 
forest. Nominally, the treaty of Paris in 1783 le f t  
Georgia in possession of a great expanse of territory 
stretching from the Savannah to the Mississippi. But 
of this region only a small por- 
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tion was actually settled and possessed by the citi-
zens. Our lands beyond the Chattahoochee were 
known as our western lands, or Georgia's western 
territory. 

It was a day of large land speculations. Robert 
Morris, known to us as the financier of the Revolu-
tion, invested his whole fortune in wild lands, owning 
at one time in western New York more acres than 
there are today in the whole state of Connecticut. 
James Wilson, another signer of the Declaration, and 
a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
was another large land speculator. John Marshall, 
the eminent Chief Justice, and his brother had 
bought up the Lord Fairfax lands in western 
Virginia—a tract large enough for a kingdom. Many 
others had gone wild on the subject of buying up large 
bodies of lands and speculating upon them. It seemed 
to be the favorite way in which to invest fortunes. It 
amounted almost to a craze. 

There were three different Acts passed by the 
Georgia legislature purporting to sell those lands. 
The first was in 1789, the sale being to foreign land 
companies, instead of to a company of Georgians, 
whose bid was rejected, although they offered a larger 
price. The Act required payment to be made in specie 
by a time, and the purchasers having failed to fully 
comply with their bid, the sale was not completed. 
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At the session of the legislature in November, 
1794, held at Augusta, proposals were again made by 
several parties for the purchase of the western 
territory of Georgia. In narrating the passage of the 
bill through the legislature, and its final approval by 
the governor; the feeling it aroused over the state, 
and the passage by the subsequent legislatures of the 
Rescinding Act; and the dramatic spectacle of the 
burning of the records, I am using the account found 
in Bishop Stevens' History of Georgia. 

The matter was referred to a joint committee of 
both houses. The majority reported in favor of a 
sale—and a bill was introduced to sell the lands to 
"The Georgia company," "The Georgia-Mississippi 
Company," "The Tennessee Company," and "The 
Virginia Yazoo company." 

An amendment was proposed, adding to these 
"The Georgia Union Company" composed of Gen-
eral Twiggs, William Few, John Weareat, William 
Gibbons, Jr., et al., who made certain proposals to 
the committee for a tract of land supposed to contain 
at least twenty-three million acres and for which they 
offered the sum of $500,000.00. 

The committee to whom was referred this last 
proposal reported "That an examination of the 
boundaries of the district proposed to be purchased 
by the above named gentlemen and their associates, 

it appears to be composed of the two districts pro-
posed to be purchased by the 'Georgia,' and the 
'Georgia-Mississippi companies,' and no more 1 that 
the sum offered is $90,000.00 greater than that 
offered by both the other companies; and that the 
new company proposes to reserve for the citizens 
double the amount indicated by the other companies; 
and they submit the advantages and disadvantages 
of each to the decision of the House." 

The application of the Georgia Union Company, 
notwithstanding their larger offers and more liberal 
reserves, was however rejected. 

Various amendments were offered to this bill by 
those opposed to this measure, but they were sever-
ally voted down by a steady and determined majority 
and the bill was passed and sent to the governor for 
his signature. 

The governor vetoed it (the first time a Governor 
of Georgia had ever vetoed a bill), his objections 
being seven in number: 

ist. The time had not arrived for disposing of the 
territory; 

2nd: The sum offered is inadequate; 
3rd: The quantity reserved for the citizens is too 

small; 
4th: Greater advantages are secured to the pur-

chasers than to the citizens; 
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5th: So large an extent of territory disposed of to 
individuals will create a monopoly and will retard 
settlement of the lands; 

6th: One-fourth at least of the lands should be 
reserved for future disposal by the state; 

7th: That if public notice were given that the lands 
were for sale, probably more would have been offered 
therefor. 

Upon reading the Governor's veto message a 
Committee was appointed to confer with His Ex-
cellency. A conference was had, and without meeting 
by any means the more potent objection contained in 
his dissent, another bill was brought in with slight 
modifications. While the new bill was pending "The 
Georgia Union Company" again addressed a letter to 
each branch of the Legislature, enclosing proposals 
for purchasing the whole of the territory specified in 
the vetoed bill, and offering as considerations for the 
same "a deposit (by way of forfeiture) of $40,000.00 
in bills of exchange on Philadelphia, at double usance, 
with indisputable endorsers; to pay to the State the 
residue of the purchase money, amounting, in the 
whole, to $800,000.00 on or before December I, next; 
promising to reserve 4,000,000 acres to the State to 
be disposed of as this or a future Legislature shall 
direct, and also to reserve 4,000,000 for the citizens 
themselves. 

Through the influence of the agent of the other 
companies, this proposition by which so many and 
greater advantages would come to the State, met with 
as little favor as their former petition. The Legislature 
goaded on by an outside pressure not easily 
withstood within three days after bringing in the old 
bill slightly modified, passed the same; the scruples 
of the too pliant Governor were overcome, and on the 
jth of December the bill received his signature, and 
became the law of the land. And 35,000,000 acres 
were granted for $500,000.00 or less than two cents 
per acre. The greatest real estate transaction in 
history. 

It may well be supposed that such an act could not 
pass without calling out earnest remonstrance and 
decided opposition. Among the earliest remonstrants 
were Wm. H. Crawford and other citizens of 
Columbia county, who even before the bill was 
signed by the Governor, prayed that he would "neg-
ative the said bill in due form inasmuch as we do 
conceive it to be bad policy to give a grant to the 
company purchasing before the full amount of pur-
chase money is paid; that if a grant should be given, 
the grantees may refuse to give a mortgage; and even 
if they should, it can only be foreclosed in that part of 
the State where the territory in question doth lie; and 
lastly, whenever the territory is sold, 
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the price would be greatly enhanced by giving notice 
to all the citizens." 

This petition expressed the views of many citizens. 
Others objected to the bill because they were thereby 
to a great extent debarred from participating in the 
grand speculation of the several companies. Others, 
because they held that there was no necessity so 
urgent as to require this enormous sacrifice of 
territory; and others still because they saw in the bill 
only the legalizing of an immoral swindling scheme 
to rob the State of her invaluable lands for the benefit 
not of her citizens in general, but of a few bold and 
unscrupulous speculators who were willing to 
advance their own fortunes upon the ruin and 
dishonor of the State. 

The people as soon as they heard of the passage of 
this bill and began to discuss its merits and understand 
its provisions, were aroused to a sense of the great 
injury which had been done to their own interests ; and 
as there was developed to them, step by step, the 
various means and bribes and machinations which 
were set to work to bring over or buy over the several 
members of the legislature to vote for these measures, 
their indignation rose higher and higher, and vented 
itself in presentments of grand juries, in violent 
newspaper warfare, in stinging personal invective and 
insult, in threats of corporal vio- 

lence and in scenes of actual bloodshed and death. 
The whole state was heaving with excitement. The 

bribery which had been so openly used by men high 
in offices on the bench, at the bar, in the senate; and 
the corruption, intrigue, intimidation, and violence 
which had been employed to gain over the legislature 
to the plans of the speculators constitute a dark page 
in the political history of Georgia. 

A new legislature was elected. Jared Irwin was 
chosen to succeed Governor Mathews. The house of 
representatives appointed a committee to examine and 
report respecting the validity and constitutionality of 
said act, etc. 

The committee was composed of James Jackson, 
William Few, James Jones, John Moore, David 
Mitchell, James H. Rutherford, David Emanuel, ——
—— Frazier, and George Franklin. 

This committee entered upon their duties with 
promptness and energy. They met indeed with many 
obstacles and were threatened with violence by the 
enraged advocates of the supplemental bill; but they 
were not the men to be intimidated by threats of 
assasins or turned aside from their duty by the 
impotent rage of those whose iniquities were 
recoiling upon their own heads. 

On January 22, General Jackson, for the com-
mittee, reported that they were compelled to declare 



  

that the fraud, corruption, and collusion by which the 
said act was obtained, evinced the utmost depravity 
in the majority of the last legislature; and they 
brought in a bill to rescind the act. The bill was 
passed by a vote of forty-four to three in the house, 
and fourteen to four in the senate and was concurred 
in by the Governor on February 13, 1796. 

The first clause declared the act to be null and 
void: 

The second clause orders the act to "be expunged 
from the face and indexes of the books of record of the 
State; and the enrolled law or usurped act shall then be 
publicly burnt, in order that no trace of so 
unconstitutional, vile, and fraudulent a transaction, 
other than the infamy attached to it by this law, shall 
remain in the office thereof." 

The third clause declares that none of the laws, 
grants, deeds, respecting any contracts under the law, 
shall be admitted in evidence. 

The fourth clause requires the return to the com-
panies of the payments made by them to the State 
Treasurer. 

The fifth clause asserts that to the State belongs the 
right of extinguishing the Indian title to the land. 

The sixth clause requires this law to be promulgated 
by the Governor throughout the United States 

in order to prevent frauds on individuals, so far as the 
nature of the case will admit. 

On January 25, General Jackson, as Chairman of the 
investigating committee, reported to the house sundry 
affidavits "in the corruption practiced to obtain the Act," 
and by resolution of the house "all such proofs relating 
to the fraud and corruptions practiced to obtain the act 
for the disposal of the western territory" were to be 
entered in the Journal of the House "in order that the 
testimony so given may be perpetuated, as well for the 
satisfaction of the legislature and to sho\r the grounds on 
which they proceeded as to hand down to future legisla-
tures the base means by which the rights of the people 
were attempted to be bartered." Accordingly some 
twenty affidavits, showing more or less fraud, were 
spread on the Journals. 

Two days after the Act was concurred in by the 
Governor, both branches of the Legislature adopted a 
report, presented by the Committee to whom was 
referred the mode by which the records were to be 
expunged of all traces of the described Act, and the Act 
itself burned, suggesting "that where it can possibly be 
executed without injury to other records, the same shall 
be expunged from the book of records, by cutting out 
the leaves of the book wherein the same may have been 
recorded; a memorandum there- 
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of expressing the number of pages so expunged, to be 
signed by the President of the Senate and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and to be coun-1 
tersigned by the Secretary and Clerk, which mem-
orandum shall be inserted in the room or place of such 
expunged pages, in such manner as the President and 
Speaker may direct. That where records and documents 
are distinct and separate from other records, the same 
being of record shall be expunged by being burnt. That 
the enrolled bill, and usurped Act, passed on the yth 
day of January, 1795, shall, in obedience to the Act of 
the present session, be burnt in the square, before the 
State House, in the manner following: A fire shall be 
made in front of the State House door, and a line to be 
formed by the members of both branches around the 
same. The secretary of state (or his deputy) with the 
committee shall then produce the enrolled bill and 
usurped Act among the archives of the State, and 
deliver the same to the President of the Senate who 
shall examine the same, and shall deliver the same to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives for like 
examination; and the speaker shall then deliver them to 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, who shall 
read aloud the title of the same, and shall then deliver 
them to the Messenger of the House, who shall then 
pronounce: 

126 127

" 'God save the State! And Long Preserve Her 
Rights! And May Every Attempt to injure Them 
Perish, As These Corrupt Acts Now Do!' " 

In conformity with this program, the House of 
Representatives the same day sent a message to the 
Senate informing that body that they were ready to 
receive them in the Representative Halls in order to 
proceed to the duty prescribed. The Senate proceeded 
to the Hall, and there facing the Representatives 
marched in procession to the spot selected, preceded 
by the committee bearing the prescribed bills in their 
hands. When they reached the spot the fixed program 
was carried out, and the Messenger, uttering the 
prescribed words, laid them on the fire, and the 
legislature stood in solemn circle around until the 
documents were burned to ashes. 

Says Bishop Stevens, in his history of Georgia: 
"The scene, aside from the circumstance that fire 

from heaven started the blaze, was sufficiently striking 
and impressive. The sudden revolution in public 
opinion in one year, by which the citizens so changed 
their views upon the subject of the western territory, 
was a marvelous reaction in the popular mind. The 
expunging from the records the acts and doings 
pertaining to the bill, the legislative procession, the 
solemn appeal to God by the Messenger who gave 
them to the flames and the stillness which 
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marked the few moments which it required to 

consume them, was a spectacle not only never 
beheld in Georgia before, but unknown to any 
assembly on this continent; and it indicated as 
nothing else could, the intense sense or indignation 
as the dishonor cast upon the state, and the equally 
intense desire to burn out the infamy, purifying as by 
fire the archives of the state from such fraud begotten 
records." 

There is a slight tendency now, among modern 
writers, to minimize the "fraud" in the sale of Geor-
gia's western lands, and to present the view that 
those who sold them for a mere song do not deserve 
the ill fame that has always attached to their conduct; 
and correspondingly, these latter-day writers rather 
make light of those men who in the name of the state 
repudiated that act. But no annalyst of those times has 
produced a single person in life when the lands were 
sold, who justified that bargain, and all those who 
were living at the time and left to posterity their views 
on the subject, have condemned those who 
participated in the sale, and pictured as unselfish 
patriots those who exposed the fraud and who 
rescinded the act. Wilson Lumpkin, in his auto-
biography, Geo. P. Gilmer, in his "Georgians," Wm. 
Few, in his autobiography; Charlton, in his Life of 
Jackson; Hardin, in his life of Troup; Chappel, in his 
Miscellanies; McCall, in his History; all these, 
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either themselves lived during those hectic days, 
or else came on shortly afterwards, and knew the men 
who were the actors in these scenes; and their voices 
are unanimous in the condemnation of those who par-
ticipated in the sale of those lands and in the praise 
they bestow on James Jackson and his associates who 
the following year, passed the rescinding act. 

All honor to James Jackson! Soldier, legislator, 
United States senator and governor! He resigned his 
place in the senate of the United States and accepted a 
seat in the general assembly of Georgia in order to 
lead this fight. Where would we look for his 
counterpart? Whoever else resigned a place in the hall 
of embassadors for one in the Georgia legislature? 
What could have been his motive except such as 
proceeds from a sense of duty? All honor to his 
name! 

Would that we had an exact reproduction on canvas 
of the scene enacted here on the i5th day of February, 
1796. Some one I know has attempted it. He may be 
sure that the goodly company stood under stately 
trees. Among them were the faithful David Emanuel, 
subsequently to serve as governor; and Peter Earle, 
brilliant congressman and judge and governor; and 
Benjamin Taliaferro, soldier, congressman and judge; 
and David Meriwether, many times a congressman 
after a brilliant service 
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m the Revolutionary army; and D. B. Mitchell, three 
times governor, and John Milledge, governor and 
United States senator, and Thomas Glascock, soldier 
and patriot; and Jared Irwin, warrior and statesman, 
and at this particular time, governor of the state; and 
William Few, mention of whom has already been 
made; and James Jackson. Doubtless the honor of 
actually drawing from heaven the fire that should be 
applied was conferred on James Jackson. Over there is 
the parchment. Surrounded by the governor, the 
senators, -with fellow representatives, he extends his 
good right arm—that same arm that held the sword 
when at the head of his legion in the Revolutionary 
war. In his hand is the glass— the same hand with 
which he received the surrender of the city of 
Savannah when the British siege was ended. He 
holds the sun glass between the sun and the 
dishonored paper. The rays focus, the heat from the 
orb first warmed, then heated, then browned, then set 
fire to the paper. A blaze burst forth. To ashes turned 
the original act. The deed is done. The crime has been 
set at naught. 

Was there cheering? Were the sombre counte-
nances of the onlookers changed? History was made, 
and an event had taken place that was destined to be 
referred to as often as Georgia history is studied; and 
there was closed the most dramatic scene in our 
historic pages. 

Did I say the scene was closed? Not so. Many of 
those who lobbied for the measure and who voted for 
it were by the force of public opinion literally driven 
out of the state. Many a brilliant career was cut short 
by participation in the Yazoo fraud. On every stump 
in Georgia, James Jackson and T. U. P. Charlton, 
David B. Mitchell, John Milledge, George M. Troup 
and William H. Crawford shouted from the housetops 
"Down with the Yazoo men" —and down they went 
to ignominy and to oblivion. 

I said that history was made here at Louisville. 
Referring to the statement in the Contsitution of 

1798, that no bill or ordinance shall pass containing 
any matter different from what is expressed in the 
title thereof, Chief Justice Lumpkin, in the case of 
The Mayor and Alderman of the City of Savannah 
&c. vs. The State, &c., 4th Georgia, 26, 34, says: 

"I would observe that the traditionary history of 
this clause is that it was inserted in the Constitution of 
1798, at the instance of General James Jackson, and 
that its necessity was suggested by the Yazoo .Act. 
That memorable measure of the I7th of January, 
1795, as is well known, was smuggled through the 
Legislature under the Caption of An Act 'for the 
payment of late State troops' and a declaration in its 
title of the right of the State to the unappropriated 
territory thereof 'for the protection and sup- 
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port of its frontier settlements.' This was the first time 
a provision of that sort appeared in any Constitution. 
Today it is contained in the organic laws of every 
State in the Union, except a few States in the New 
England group, (McElrath, Section 75)." 

What else affecting the course of history, grew out 
of the Act providing for the sale, and the Act 
rescinding the former Act? 

The great case of Fletcher vs. Peck (6th Cranch, 
87), decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, at the February Term 1810, decided that the 
rescinding Act was unconstitutional, ruling that a law, 
annulling conveyances, is a law imparing the 
obligation of contracts within the meaning of the 
Federal Constitution and therefore null and void; and 
Fletcher against Peck, a feigned issue, in all 
probability, tried first in a Massachusetts Court, was a 
history making decision—one of the great, out-
standing landmarks of our jurisprudence—was 
brought about by the passage of the law rescinding 
the sale of our own Yazoo Lands. No other decision 
by that great Court has been cited oftener than has 
Fletcher vs. Peck. 

Of this recision, Warren, in his history of the 
Supreme Court, (Volume i, page 392) says: 

"It aroused vivid and excited interest throughout the 
country and vitally affected the course of politi- 

cal and economical history . . . not only was this the 
first case in which the Court held a State law 
unconstitutional, but it also involved legislation which 
had been the subject of bitter controversy and violent 
attack for over fifteen years in the State of Georgia and 
in the Congress of the United States." The Yazoo 
Companies never obtained possession of the lands 
(Brown vs. Oilman, 4 Wheat, 255, 

They sold, or pretended to sell, to various persons, 
portions of these lands, who in turn pretended not to 
know of the fraud attending the sale and claimed to be 
innocent purchasers. They clamored for a settlement. 

Finally, Georgia ceded in 1802 her lands west of 
the Chattahoochee to the Federal Government. 

This placed within the sphere of the Federal 
authorities the whole problem of quieting the Yazoo 
claims. 

uThe owners of claims of the Yazoo lands pe-
titioned Congress again and again for the enforcement 
of their rights, or at least for an equitable compromise, 
but nearly a decade passed without any substantial 
progress toward a settlement. 

"President Jefferson thought that the claims were 
not valid, but that it would be good policy to arrange a 
compromise in order to avoid troublesome litigation 
in equity . . . 
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"John Randolph vigorously supported by Troup of 
Georgia and other Southerners, took the ground that 
any interference by the Central government in the 
matter would constitute an infraction of the rights of 
the State of Georgia. By this line of argument and by 
copious villification of the bribe-giving Yazoo 
speculators, Randolph caused congress to defer action 
year by year from 1804 to 1814. 

"The judiciary remained as the only branch of the 
government from which the claimants might obtain 
assistance. The nationalist attitude of Chief Justice 
Marshall was well known, and his action could be 
foretold regarding the claims, if any litigation should 
bring them within his province. The holders of the 
Yazoo strip at length saw the futility of their routing 
petitions to congress, and adopted a scheme to obtain 
a declaration of the Supreme Court in favor of the 
validity of their claims. Accordingly, they made up 
the case of Fletcher vs. Peck, which was brought 
before the Court in 1809." 

(Phillips, in his "Georgia and State Rights", pages 
35, 36.) 

"In view of the decision of the Supreme Court, 
Randolph's majority in the House of Representatives 
diminished until in 1814, a Senate bill was concurred 
in which provided for a compromise with the 
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Yazoo claimants by appropriating five millions of 
dollars from the Treasury." 

(Phillips, page 37.) 
Such in outline is the history of what we know as 

the Yazoo Fraud, and some of the things which fol-
lowed in its wake. 

What are the lessons we get out of it? 
Firsts let us not be indifferent as to the character 

or intelligence of those in whom we place political 
power. 

Second, let us be sure that righteous public opinion 
will in time punish those who are not faithful to 
their trust. 

The bright page in our history, so far as this whole 
subject is concerned, is the way in which the public 
was aroused, and in which the public conscience 
was brought into action, and the fact that there were 
men ready to take up the fight for Georgia and to 
carry it to a successful conclusion. In that we can 
take pride, but pride in the past is a vague and empty 
thing unless we see in the panorama of dead days an 
incentive to future effort—unless we catch an 
inspiration therefrom that will impel us to emulate 
the great deeds of those who have gone before—
unless we get therefrom a firm resolve to act nobly 
our part in the affairs about us—unless taking 
courage from their trials and problems and 



  

success, we renew our faith in first principles, and re-
dedicate our own lives to faithful and efficient and 
unselfish service to our State and to our fellowman. 

You do well, Madam President and ladies, to mark 
this spot. You do well to commemorate the site of the 
first real capital of Georgia before whose doors were 
destroyed by fire the Yazoo Fraud papers. You do 
well to perpetuate the thought that no man and no set 
of men can be faithless to the trusts committed to 
them without in the end bringing down on their heads 
the shame of their contemporaries and the contempt of 
posterity. 

Let the tablet stand for all time to turn men's 
attention to that dramatic scene enacted here on the 
fifteenth day of February, 1796, and with it the 
lessons that it teaches.—The News and Farmer. 

History of Jefferson County 

Jefferson's Part in the World 

War 

"Take up our quarrel with the foe To you from falling 
hands we throw the torch Be yours to hold it high ; If 
ye break faith with us who die We shall not sleep, 
though poppies grow In Flanders fields." 
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CHAPTER IV 

JEFFERSON COUNTY'S PART IN THE WORLD WAR 

STORIES of the past, songs of "Old, unhappy, far-
off things and battles long ago," arouse emotions too 
deep for tears. The glories of the past are not dimmed 
by the sordidness of familiarity, and the every day 
things of life cannot detract from the heroes of old 
for "Charmed magic casements opening on the foam 
of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn" seem more 
beguiling because they are among the distant, far-off 
things. Are we so modest that our generation can 
only find super-men in the past and heroes two 
generations removed? 

Modesty suggests that Cour de Leon seems finer 
than Cooledge, and King Arthur a greater general 
than Pershing, but in our heart of hearts we know 
that all history will testify that the bravest soldiers 
and most gallant defenders are the boys of our gen-
eration, members of the American Expeditionary 
Forces. 

Through the years Jefferson County has contrib-
uted her quota of stalwart sons for the defense of the 
nation. This section of the State is noted for its 
fearless fighters and big-hearted men, which is the 
prized heritage of the Old South. Such men were 

(139) 
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first to offer themselves to their country when the 
freedom of the seas was questioned and when the 
ideals of self-government were involved. Making the 
world safe for democracy was no hollow phrase to the 
grandsons of men who, fifty years before, had died for 
State's Rights. Jefferson County boys hastened into 
service, offering to make that sacrifice that is old as 
jealousy and greed, and is the hostage demanded by 
the monster, War. 

The World War occasioned more suffering to non-
combatants and a greater death toll than any war in 
history; but God was good to the people of Jefferson 
County in that only a very small percentage of the 
men in uniform were killed. 

Sergeant Ransom S. Rabun, whose home was near 
Wadley, was a victim of the World War. He served on 
the Mexican border in 1916, was. later attached to 
Company M, 28th Infantry, First Division, A. E. F., 
with which unit he embarked for overseas service Jan. 
I4th, 1917. Was wounded in action and died in a field 
hospital near Soissons, France, as a result of his 
wounds July 21, 1918. The Jefferson County post 
American Legion is named for Sergeant Rabun who 
was first from the county to be killed in action. 

Matthews, besides sending her quota of soldiers to 
the World War, honors the memory of one of her 
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bravest boys, Thomas Lewis Gay, who died from 
pneumonia in France, November 22, 1918. Avera 
also holds in tender love and honor the memory of 
Henry G. Irby, another hero who was a victim of 
that terrible scourge of the American Army camps, 
influenza, and died at Brest hospital, France, Oct. 
7th, 1918. 

James Adams, who made the supreme sacrifice 
May 27, 1918, was reared in Stapleton community. 
He was a direct descendant of George Stapleton, Sr. 
When the news of his death came, his mother, Mrs. 
Eason, wrote to the War Department for some token 
showing that it was really her son who was killed, 
and in reply she received a blood-stained letter, the 
last one she wrote to her boy, which was found on 
his body. 

From the company of fine boys going out from 
Bartow, there was one who seemed to radiate cheer 
and brightness wherever he moved; perfect in 
physique, lovable in disposition, making friends with 
every one he met, Arlie Claxton was the ideal soldier 
and when, at the battle of Argonne Forest, October 
14, 1918, he made the supreme sacrifice, Georgia 
and Jefferson added another hero to her already long 
list. A year later his body was returned, with 
hundreds of others to America, and sleeps in the 
family lot at Nails Creek Church. 

Willie Roy Dereso was also from Bartow.    His 
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home was in the country, but he was sent from this 
town into service in the World War, June 27, 1918. 
Embarked for overseas Sept. 14, 1918, contracted 
pneumonia at Portsmouth, England, and died Sept. 
28, 1918, none the less a hero than if he had sur-
rendered his life in battle. 

Clifford Johnson was also a victim of the World 
War. The Ontranto, the vessel on which he was being 
shipped overseas, was wrecked off the coast of Ireland 
and he died a hero and martyr to the cause of 
freedom. 

This was a terrible toll to pay. We shed tears for 
those who fell on the fields of France, those who died 
in the line of duty and we bow our heads and hearts 
in thanksgiving, that walking our streets and doing a 
man's work in the world are surviving heroes whom it 
is our privilege to see and know and call our friends. 

As the year 1918 wore toward a weary close the 
number of Service Stars in Jefferson County homes 
increased. Younger boys went into service and the 
family sewed one more blue star on the white field of 
the Service Flag and re-hung it proudly in the window 
of the home. In several homes a blue star was 
replaced by a gold star for a son killed in France. This 
period was the most trying for the family of the 
enlisted men. Every day brought news of death and 
disaster. German guns were 

always booming and the contending armies were 
close together. There was never a doubt of the 
ultimate outcome of the conflict, but the terrible price 
of victory seemed appalling, particularly to the wives 
and mothers at home. 

No account of the war could be even briefly given 
without a tribute to the folks at home who were 
largely responsible for the unbroken morale of men in 
service. The women knitted socks and sweaters, rolled 
bandages, bought Liberty Bonds, gave to Y. M. C. A. 
drives and wrote newsy, cheerful letters. At ten o'clock 
every night in Louisville the electric lights were cut 
off for one minute's silent prayer for the boys at the 
front. A deeper spirituality was manifest throughout 
the county, and this tended to bring the people closer 
together. Overseas mail was, in a way, common 
property and news of neighborhood boys was read 
with greatest interest. In response to Woodrow 
Wilson's proclamation a day of prayer was observed 
(May 3Oth) during the long German drive in the year 
1918. 

Jefferson County people donated over fourteen 
thousand dollars to the United War Work in 1918, 
which was far over the quota set for the county. The 
quota for every war drive for Louisville and the 
county was carried well over the top by the folks at 
home. The spirit as well as the letter of the law was 
observed in food conservation and wheatless, 
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meatless, sugarless meals were the rule. Hon. J. R. 
Phillips, of Louisville, was a "Dollar a year" man, 
so designated by Hon. Herbert Hoover to plan and 
execute food conservation in this section of the State. 

A token of patriotism manifest during the war, 
and one to which the town people point with pride, 
was the fact that every man in Louisville volun-
teered for war duty before the selective draft went 
into effect and not a person from Louisville was 
drafted. 

The Red Cross did a splendid work. Money was 
raised again and again. Hours were spent in rolling 
bandages, cutting surgical garments and in sewing in 
any way that was presented. Meetings were held in 
the Court House every week and boxes of 
bandages shipped to Red Cross headquarters. The 
people spared neither time, money nor energy. This 
time spent every week was in a way an humble con-
tribution to the great cause, but we must remember 
that "they also serve who only stand and wait". A 
wonderful spirit was manifest by the people. A 
glorious light of unselfish patriotism glowed in the 
hearts of the brave boys in the khaki uniforms and 
the same flame burned in the hearts of those who 
kissed them and sent them forth to fight that gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, and for the 
people should not perish from the earth. 
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The below are courtesy of Ed Jackson and the Carl Vinson Institute.   
See their links below.   
 

 
Yazoo Fraud State Historical Marker 

Located at the Jefferson County Courthouse in Louisville, Ga. 
(Text) 

"YAZOO FRAUD" 
The notorious "Yazoo Fraud" act was passed and later repealed in the old State 

Capitol that stood here 1794-1807. The 1794 Georgia legislature sold 35,000,000 
acres of land along the Yazoo River in what is now Alabama and Mississippi at 1 

1/2 cents per acre. James Jackson resigned as U.S. Senator to run for the 
Georgia legislature and urge repeal of the Yazoo act. He succeeded in 1796. The 

act itself and all records of it were burned on the grounds here "with fire from 
heaven" aided by a sunglass. the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the land sales. 

Congress paid Georgia $1,250,000 for the Yazoo territory (1802), then paid the 
land buyers $4,000,000 (1810). The land went into the new states of Alabama 

and Mississippi. 
081-3 GEORGIA HISTORIC MARKER 1978 

 
http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahistmarkers/yazoofraudhistmarker.htm
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Market House State Historical Marker 

Located on U.S. 1 at the old Market in downtown 
Louisville, Ga. 

(Text) 
MARKET HOUSE 

This Market House was built between 1795-
1798 as a publicly owned multi-purpose trading 
house. Louisville newspapers record sales of 
large tracts, household hoods, town lots and 

slaves by sheriffs, tax collectors, marshals and 
people of the community at the market House. 

This square became the hub of the 
transportation routes that centered on Louisville 
when the State Capital was located here (1794-
1807). Although portions of the structure have 

been replaced, the Market House has never lost 
its distinctive style. 

Inside the Market House hangs a bell that was 
cast in France for a New Orleans Convent in 

1772. The ship carrying the bell was sacked by 
pirates and the bell was sold in Savannah. It 

was given to the State Capitol but was used in 
the market House as a community warning 

signal. 
081-1 GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

1978? 
CITY OF LOUISVILLE 

  



[Note: This marker replaced an earlier 081-1 marker 
entitled "Slave Market" that had similar though 

shorter text.] 
© Carl Vinson Institute of Government, 
University of Georgia 

 

 

Old Savannah Road State Historical Marker  

Located on U.S. 1 in Jefferson County, just north of the Emanuel 
County line  

(Text) 

OLD SAVANNAH ROAD 

The highway bearing westward is the Old Savannah Road, a 
pioneer trace from Savannah to the western frontier and 

Indian country. From here it led by Riddleville and 
Sandersville to the Rock Landing on the Oconee, below 

Milledgeville. There it joined the main Lower Creek Trading 
Path from Augusta to the Creek Indians. It is believed 

General Oglethorpe traveled this way in 1739 on his trip to 
treat with the Indians at Coweta Town, on the Chattahoochee 
River, below Columbus in present Alabama. He left from Mt. 
Pleasant on the Savannah River and probably entered this 

route just west of Paramore Hill. 



053-8 GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1963  
© Carl Vinson Institute of Government, The University of Georgia 
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Old Town Plantation State Historical Marker 
Located on Ga. 17 about eight miles southeast of 

Louisville, Ga. 
(Text) 

OLD TOWN PLANTATION 
The area now called Old Town Plantation is shown 

on maps dating to the early 18th century. It was 
called Ogeechee Old Town because of the ancient 

Creek Indian town that Carolina traders visited 
before Georgia was founded in 1733. 

George Galphin of South Carolina received a royal 
grant of 1,400 acres here in 1767 and established 
an Indian trading post, cow pens and plantation 

called Old Town. Under the Galphin, Forsyth and 
Fitzsimons families the plantation grew to 5,000 

acres. The extensive plantation complex was 
destroyed during Sherman's March to the Sea in 

1864. 
The land was jointly owned by Linton Stephens and 
W.w. Simpson from 1860-1876 when they sold it to 
W.D. Grant. He farmed the plantation with convict 

http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahistmarkers/


labor under the notorious Convict Lease System. In 
1895, H.M. Comer, President of the Central of 

Georgia R.R., bought the plantation. The extant 
buildings including two main residences, 25 
outbuildings and a grist mill were built by the 

Comers between 1895 and 1910. 
081-16 GEORGIA HISTORIC MARKER 1980 

© Carl Vinson Institute of Government, University of 
Georgia 

 

 
  

Ways Baptist Church and Stellaville School GHS Marker 
Located at 4991 Campground Rd, Stellaville Community, Wrens 

  
(Text) 

  
Ways Baptist Church and Stellaville School 

  
  

Ways Baptist Church was established in 1817. Originally known 
as Darcy's Meeting House, the church was formed by members 
of the Brush Creek Church. In 1868 Ways Church organized the 
Stellaville School, which was active until the mid 1940s. The only 
high school in the county outside of Louisville, Stellaville draw 
students from as fr away as South Carolina. The schools' faculty 
included some of Georgia's leading educators at that time, such 
as Professor V.T. Sanford of the Sanford family of Mercer 
University. These instructors were brought to Stellaville by 



Reverend W.L. Kilpatrick, who served as chairman of Merceer's 
trustees, and led the Ways Baptist Church congregation from 
1866-1891.  

  
Erected by the Georgia Historical Society and 

Ways Baptist Church 
 

 
Rocky Comfort Creek State Historical Marker 

Located on U.S. 221/Ga. 24 at the creek about one mile 
southeast of Louisville 

(Text) 
ROCKY COMFORT CREEK 

On Nov. 28, 1864, the Left Wing (14th and 20th 
Corps) of Gen. Sherman's army [Union] moved from 
Davisboro to Louisville, the main body on this road. 
Jackson's and Geary's divisions, 20th Corps, along 

the Central Railroad, and Morgan's and Baird's 
divisions (12 miles NW). 

When Baird's division, which had camped on the 
road from Fenn's Bridge, reached this point, the 

bridge over Rocky Comfort Creek had been 
destroyed by Wheeler's cavalry [Confederate]. 

Pontoniers of the 58th Indiana Infantry bridged the 
stream with pontoons in time to permit Baird and 

Morgan to clear the bridge without seriously 
delaying the main body. 

081-11 GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1957 
 



 

Spier's Turnout State Historical Marker  

Located on U.S. 221/U.S. 319 in park at the south edge of Bartow, 
Ga.  

(Text) 

SPIER'S TURNOUT 

On Nov. 28, 1864, Jackson's division, 20th Corps (Williams), 
of Gen. Sherman's army, destroyed the railroad from 

Davisboro, No. 12, CRR, to Spier's Turnout (Bartow), No. 11, 
CRR, while Geary's division and the First Michigan 

Engineers were destroying the railway facilities at Davisboro 
and five miles of track west of that point. That night, Hq. 20th 

Corps was established in Bartow. 

Next day, the two infantry divisions and the Michigan 
engineers destroyed the track and all railway facilities from 
this point to the Ogeechee River, then turned north toward 

Louisville to rejoin the Left Wing. 

081-13 GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1958  
 



 

20th Corps State Historical Marker  

Located at the intersection of Bus. U.S. 1 and U.S. 319, Wadley , 
Ga.  

(Text) 

THE 20TH CORPS 

On Nov. 29, 1864, Jackson's and Geary's divisions, 20th 
Corps (Williams), of Gen. Sherman's army, destroyed the 

railroad from Spier's Turnout (Bartow), No. 11, CRR, through 
Bethany (Wadley), No. 10 1/2, CRR, to the Ogeechee River. 

next morning, both the railway and wagon bridges east of 
Bethany having been burned by the Confederate defenders, 
Jackosn and Geary marched up the west bank and crossed 

the Ogeechee River at Cowart's bridge, 2.5 miles SE of 
Louisville, then turned east to Eden Church, on Big Creek, 
where they rejoined Ward's division and the corps trains 

which had moved on the direct road through Davisboro and 
Louisville. 

081-14 GEORGIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1958  
 



 
 
This History of Jefferson County, Georgia was provided for FREE viewing,  
by the http://www.gagenweb.org online genealogy and history group.   
 
Our goal is to promote free genealogy and history and to provide it online so  
researchers can find information online.  If you have family history/genealogy 
information on your family, please consider sharing it to go online, this is  
a wonderful way to meet others researching your line and to find your  
family and ancestors.  Remember, history written is never forgotten.   
 
We appreciate your patronage and hope you will check our other sites  
for your family ancestory and more history.   
 
A complete list of counties and projects is available at http://www.gagenweb.org,  
additionally, we are part of the AHGP State (Georgia) project –  
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ga/state1/.   
 
If you have any questions, you may contact us via the contact form at  
http://www.gagenweb.org
 
 

http://www.gagenweb.org/
http://www.gagenweb.org/
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ga/state1/
http://www.gagenweb.org/

	100.rtf
	102.rtf
	104.rtf
	106.rtf
	108.rtf
	112.rtf
	114.rtf
	116.rtf
	118.rtf
	120.rtf
	122.rtf
	124.rtf
	126.rtf
	128.rtf
	130.rtf
	132.rtf
	134.rtf
	136.rtf
	138.rtf
	140.rtf
	142.rtf
	144.rtf
	jeffersoncountycourthouse.png
	jeffersoncountysoldiers.png
	louisville_stapleton.png
	oldslavemarketphoto.png
	YazooFraudStateHistoricalMarker.doc

