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judicious farming, but the introduction of scientific 
methods in the last few years has restored much of the 
land to its primitive productiveness. Crops can be 
produced everywhere. The main crops are cotton, corn, 
peanuts, peas, velvet beans, grain of every kind, 
potatoes,—sweet and Irish,—tobacco, berries, and 
fruits of many kinds. Indeed, it would be difficult to 
mention anything belonging to this latitude that cannot 
be successfully grown in Jefferson County. Since the 
appearance of the boll weevil, farmers have diversified 
their crops, and give much attention to many products 
which are putting money into the homes. Lumber 
manufacturing has assumed immense proportions, and 
there are several mills in the county. Planting pecan 
groves is making a future bright with promise. Much 
hardwood timber is shipped in round logs to various 
manufacturing plants. There are several farms of 
dewberries, whose owners enjoy a nice profit from 
their sales. Nearly every kind of fruit, except tropical, 
can be grown, and the swamps furnish a variety of 
wild fruits and nuts. The principal minerals are shell 
marl, limestone, burrstone, agate and chalcedony. 
There are several mineral springs. On the line of 
Burke and Jefferson in south-eastern section there is a 
big spring that covers nearly a quarter of an acre, and 
boils up in several places, a clear stream 
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of pure limestone water, with force enough to turn a 
mill. Near this spring there was a stone quarry 
operated by a Mr. Burr, but it has long since fallen 
into disuse. 

Several fine streams of water are scattered over the 
county. Ogeechee River runs entirely through the 
county, from west to east, and has many tributaries. 
Briar Creek marks part of boundary line between 
Jefferson, McDuffie, Richmond and Burke; Rocky 
Comfort, Big Creek, Reedy Creek, and Wil-liamson 
Creek are the largest streams, while numerous small 
streams abound. The Ogeechee River is navigable to 
Louisville. Near Wrens on the farm of Mr. John 
Radford, a bed of clay has been discovered which 
contains flint and pebbles, useful in making road-
beds, streets, and for ballast on railroad tracks. The 
stratum is about twelve feet deep and covers several 
acres. It yields about nine hundred cars per acre, and 
valued at six and seven hundred dollars for the acre. 

The school system of the county is advancing rap-
idly to the most practical and far-reaching plans 
which have matured in the minds of the best thinkers 
of the state. Consolidated schools are the rule, and the 
county is divided into school districts which have 
completed, or have in construction, the most modern 
and best equipped school buildings it is possible to 
plan. 
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The last census gives the county a population of 
twenty-two thousand six hundred and two, with an 
area of six hundred forty-six square miles. It is near 
the central eastern part of Georgia, and is nearly twice 
as long as wide. The Central railroad runs through the 
southern part, the Georgia and Florida traverses the 
northern portion, the Savannah and Northwestern runs 
north and south from Savannah to Camack, while a 
short line operates between Louisville and Wadley. 
This short railroad has the distinction of a Sabbath 
observance, a train never having been run on Sunday 
since the road was built and yet it is on a paying basis. 

The old Indian trails leading from Louisville, 
Milledgeville and other points to Savannah and 
Augusta, are now splendid automobile highways. 

The county uses the prisoners to work the'public 
roads, and provides a permanent home on the highway 
between Louisville and Wrens where good order, neat 
homes, with sanitary conveniences, and electric lights, 
mitigate the ignominy of their penalties. A home for 
the destitute and old is also provided by the county, 
which is largely self-sustaining. 

The Dixie Highway goes through the county, 
passing through Louisville on to Savannah, and the 
Jefferson Davis Highway is routed from Wrights-ville 
through Bartow, to intersect the Dixie at Bos- 
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tick's Mill, passing on to Louisville, Wrens and 
Augusta. 

There are several historic churches in the county. 
Ways Church, one of the oldest, first called Darcy's 
meeting house, near Stellaville, was constituted May 
15, 1817. The oldest church in the county, perhaps, is 
Old Bethel, constituted May 9, 1795. These churches 
were originally congregations belonging to the anti-
Missionary Baptist church, but education and a 
broader love for humanity made a split among the 
members. The antis withdrew, and the Missionary 
Baptist church began her world-wide program. 
Ebenezer Church, on the road from Louisville to 
Wrens, Presbyterian, is another old church. Mt. 
Moriah, Methodist, in extreme northern part of the 
county, is noted for its camp meetings held every 
summer, including the third Sunday in August, where 
thousands assemble to hear the greatest pulpit orators 
in the Methodist church. Here Bishop Pierce and his 
father used to preach, and here friends and old 
acquaintances met to renew friendships and memories 
of other days. 

The leading denominations are Methodists and 
Baptists with Presbyterians in central part of county, 
Primitive Baptists in southern, and a few other de-
nominations scattered over the county. Churches for 
these congregations are accessible, and every 
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section is blessed with some church as a community 
center. The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians had congre-
gations before the Revolution, but churches were not 
erected. The Rev. Mr. Ronaldson was pastor, but was 
a Royalist and was taken captive. After being released 
he left Georgia and never returned. After the war 
ended, the Presbyterians sent to Ireland and secured a 
pastor, Rev. David Bothwell, who came to 
Queensboro in 1790. His congregation was large and 
embraced a large scope of country. Here he labored for 
many years, and died at the residence of General Jared 
Irwin, in Washington County, and was buried there in 
the family burial ground in June, 1801, aged forty-five 
years. He was a man of medium size, rather stout, and 
was a clear, forceful speaker. 

The Methodists and Baptists came after the war of 
the Revolution and so remarkably have they in-
creased, that their followers exceed all others in 
numbers. 

In the southern part of the county, Gen. Solomon 
Wood lived. His home was built on a high knoll a 
mile east of Bartow, on the farm now owned by Mr. J. 
R. O. Smith. Here he built a block house for the 
protection of the people from Indian raids, and had a 
bell made; the shape of this bell is like those used for 
cow bells, and it could be heard about two miles. 
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When signs of Indian trouble were seen or heard the 
bell would peal out its warning, and the people would 
seek safety in the fort. General Wood was a 
Revolutionary soldier. He lived to a goodly old age, 
but fell from a wagon while making a trip to Augusta 
or Savannah to exchange produce for plantation 
supplies, and sustained a broken leg, which caused 
blood poison from which he died. He is buried on the 
high knoll near the old home site and his grave is 
marked by a simple stone. His sons continued to live 
there, until one of the overseers began to use guano, 
when they said if the land was too poor to make a crop 
without guano, they would move away. They sold the 
place to Mr. Spier, who in turn sold it to Mr. Samuel 
Tarver, father of the late Judge A. E. Tarver. The bell 
was sold each time with the place, and is now in 
possession of Mr. S. B. Tarver, son of Judge Tarver. It 
has seen many changes. When its career began, this 
part of Georgia was almost primeval forest. Indians 
were numerous, and made the life of the settlers days 
of agony and nights of dread, unless they were for-
tunate enough to make peace treaties with the chiefs; 
and even then, some unruly warrior would slip away 
at times to hold a war dance with himself, as he 
stealthily slipped up on some unprotected home and 
left a wife and child with bleeding scalps, to tell an 
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awful story to the returning husband and father. 
Later, the bell was used on the farm of Judge Tar-ver 
to mark the beginning of the day's work, and to call 
the hands in to dinner. It has been laid aside now for 
years, but is a living link which ties the present to a 
historic past. 

South of General Wood's fort, across Williamson 
Creek, a party of Indians surprised a home and killed 
the father. They scalped and carried off his daughter, 
but were overtaken by a band of whites, hastily 
assembled, and a battle was fought not far from the J. 
J. Polhill place. The Indians were defeated and 
several killed. The girl was rescued and afterwards 
recovered and married a Mr. Eason. She lived to a 
goodly old age, and was the grandmother of Mrs. 
Uriah Anderson, whose home, near Old Bethel 
Church, is now owned by Mr. Ben Kitchens. 

Few counties have sent forth a greater number of 
good citizens whose descendants have scattered into 
nearly every part of the world. Jefferson has been 
more famous for its large planters than for its public 
men, but it has produced not a few of distinction. 

Ex-Governor Johnston was a citizen of Jefferson 
County. He was a native of Burke County, born 
September 18, 1812; graduated from the University 
of Georgia; practiced law in Augusta a short time, 

HISTORY OF JEFFERSON COUNTY
 2
9 

28 

then moved to Jefferson County, and was early men-
tioned as a youthful giant who fought with burnished 
steel. He was twice governor of Georgia, a senator in 
the United States Congress, judge of superior court, 
nominated for Vice-president of the Confederate 
States, and was a member of the famous Georgia 
convention which met in Milledgeville January 16, 
1861, to decide whether or not Georgia should secede 
from the Union. After the war, he was again elected 
with Alexander Stephens to the United States Senate, 
but they were not allowed to take their seats because 
Georgia had not complied with all the requirements 
put on her by the Federal government, chief among 
which was ratifying the fourteenth amendment, 
conferring citizenship on the negroes, so lately slaves. 

Ex-Governor Johnston doubted the wisdom of 
secession, and took no active part in affairs during the 
war. He returned to his plantation, near Bar-tow, and 
to his home, Sandy Grove, which was filled with many 
interesting things connected with his eventful life. He 
was serving as judge of the superior court when he 
died. Judge Johnston was famous for his power as a 
platform speaker, for his deep devotion to his friends 
and intense hatred of his foes. He married a Miss 
Polk, a niece of Pres. James K. Polk. Governor 
Johnston is buried in 
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what is called the New Cemetery in Louisville. A 
monument marks his grave, having on it the simple 
inscription; "Ex-Governor Herschel V. Johnston, 
Born in Burke County, Ga., Sept. 18, 1812; Died in 
Jefferson County, Ga., Aug. 16, 1880." 

Hugh Lawson, whose father came into Georgia 
from North Carolina before the Revolution, a cap-
tain in the Revolution, one of the commissioners for 
the sale of confiscated property and for selecting the 
place for a State-house, and one of the trustees of the 
University, was brought up in this county. 

Judge Roger Lawson Gamble, who was a member 
of Congress, long lived in Louisville. 

Chesley and Littleberry Bostwick, both officers in 
the Revolution, lived in the county; also the Cobbs, 
Lamars, Rootes and Flournoys. Capt. James Mer-
iwether, a brave Revolutionary soldier from Vir-
ginia, died in this county October 25, 1817. Gen. 
George Stapleton, another Revolutionary hero, a 
Virginian by birth, settled in the county and reared a 
large family. He died May 30, 1832. 

Maj. John Berrien, father of the Hon. John M. 
Berrien, at the dawn of the Revolution visited Georgia, 
and at the age of fifteen was appointed a lieutenant 
in the First Georgia Regiment, and was promoted to 
a captaincy in the same. When General Mclntosh 
was appointed to a command in the 

Northern army, Major Berrien was selected by him 
as brigade major, and in that capacity he joined the 
grand army at Valley Forge. He was wounded at the 
battle of Monmouth and decorated by Washington 
with the order of Cincinnati, and later became 
president of the Georgia branch of this organization. 
The emblem of this order was an eagle. Major Berrien 
was born in the famous Berrien mansion, near 
Princeton, N. J., from which Washington issued his 
farewell orders to his army at the close of hostilities. 
He lived several years in Louisville, but died in 
Savannah. 

Benjamin Whitaker, speaker of the Georgia House 
of Representatives for a long time, lived and died in 
Jefferson County. United States Senator Gunn also 
lived in Louisville, and is buried in the old cemetery 
there. 

Governor Howell Cobb and Gen.. T. R. R. Cobb 
were natives of Jefferson, but were reared in Clark 
County. Howell Cobb, Sr., an uncle of the Governor, 
resided in Jefferson. He was a member of Congress 
1807-1811. 

One of the early settlers of Jefferson was Ambrose 
Wright. His son, Major General A. R. Wright, 
became an officer of high rank in the Confederate 
Army, and an officer of distinction. The present 
Comptroller-General of Georgia, William 
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A. Wright, who has held this office for thirty-six 
years, is a grandson. A brother of Gen. A. R. Wright, 
Col. H. G. Wright, was a native of Jefferson and has 
several descendants living in Louisville. 

Daniel Hook, an eminent pioneer minister of the 
Church of the Disciples, resided for several years at 
Louisville, where his distinguished son, Judge James 
S. Hook, Commissioner of Education, jurist and 
scholar, was born. 

The celebrated Patrick Carr, who is said to have 
killed one hundred Tories with his own hand, lived 
and died in Jefferson. He said he would have made a 
good soldier, but the Lord made him too merciful. 

Among the other soldiers of the War of Inde-
pendence who came from this immediate vicinity 
were: Gen. Solomon Wood, a captain in the Revo-
lution, afterwards a general of militia; Aaron 
Thomlinson, an officer under General Green; Ches-
ley Bostwick and Littleberry Bostwick, both officers; 
Seth Pearce and William Lyon. Chief-Justice James 
Jackson, a grandson of the old governor, was a native 
of Jefferson. Here also lived Brigadier-General 
Reuben W. Carswell, a distinguished Confederate 
soldier and a jurist of note. Dr. Tilman Dixon, of 
Louisville, was a student at Richmond Academy 
during General Washington's visit to 
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Georgia, and being an honor boy, received an auto-
graphed book from the General. 

Capt. James Meriwether and George L. Staple-Ion, 
Sr., were Revolutionary patriots, and served llicir 
country with honor and distinction. John Peel, .ind an 
old patriot by the name of King, whose grave in the old 
cemetery at Louisville is said to be in a neglected 
condition, were also Revolutionary heroes of Jefferson 
County. 

In 1810 the population of the county was 3,775 free, 
and 2,336 slaves; in 1830, 3,662 free and 7,647 slaves, 
and in 1850, 3,717 free and 5,637 slaves. As the 
records show, the number of slaves increased rapidly 
after the invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 
1792. The owners of large plantations moved to the 
cities and left the farms in charge of overseers, who 
cultivated mostly cotton, the work being done by the 
slaves. The history of the invention of the cotton gin is 
as follows: Eli Whitney, at the time of inventing the 
cotton gin, was a guest at Mulberry Grove, near 
Savannah, Ga., the home of Gen. Nathaniel Green, of 
Revolutionary fame. After the death of the General, 
his widow married Phineas Miller, tutor to Gen. 
Green's children, and a friend and college mate of 
Whitney's. The ingenuity of the Yankee visitor, as 
exhibited in various amateur devices and tinkerings 
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about the premises, inspired the family with such 
confidence in his skill that, on one occasion when Mrs. 
Miller's watch was out of order, she gave it to Mr. 
Whitney for repair, no professional watchmaker being 
within reach. Not long after this a gentleman called at 
the house to exhibit a fine sample of cotton wool, and 
incidentally remarked while displaying the sample 
"There is a fortune in store for some one who will 
invent a machine for separating the lint from the seed." 
Mrs. Miller, who was present, turned to Whitney and 
said, "You are the very man, Mr. Whitney, for since 
you succeeded so well with my watch, I am sure you 
have ingenuity enough to make such a machine". 

After this conversation, Mr. Whitney shut himself 
closely in his room for several weeks, and at the end of 
this time he invited the family to inspect his model for 
a cotton gin. It was constructed with wire teeth on a 
revolving cylinder. However there was no contrivance 
for throwing off the lint. Mrs. Miller, seeing the 
difficulty, seized a common clothes brush, applied it to 
the teeth, and caught the lint. Whitney, with delight 
exclaimed, "Madam, you have solved the problem. 
With this suggestion my machine is complete". 

In 1828 Mr. John Schley went to Philadelphia and 
bought from Alfred Jenks, of Bridesburg, 

(Penn.,  the first machinery for making cotton bagging 
a n d  spinning yarns ever brought to Georgia. The 
machines were shipped to Savannah, and hauled by 
wagon two hundred miles to the interior of the state 
into Jefferson County. There, on Reedy Creek, M r ,  
Schley established his factory. The journey from 
Louisville to Philadelphia took Mr. Schley six weeks 
of constant travel on what was then known as t h e  
Alligator line of stage coaches. In his factory M r .  
Schley ran four looms for weaving cotton bagging 
making from 300 to 400 yards a day. Of yarns, l ie  
spun from 200 to 300 pounds per day. For this lie 
received from $1.00 to $1.50 a pound; the market 
being;  among the country people who worked it up 
in to  homespuns. In 1834 Mr. Schley moved his 
inventory to Richmond County, and named the new 
site Bellville.. 

In 1777, in the city of Savannah, the first Con-
st i tut ion of the State of Georgia was adopted. Among 
other things provided for the welfare of the citizens 
was the requirement, that schools should be provided 
in every county in the state. 

In 1786 Governor Telfair was elected governor of 
Georgia. The law-making powers had assembled 
alternately in Savannah and Augusta, but these places 
were so distant for representatives from the northern 
section of the state to reach, that Governor 
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Telfair appointed three commissioners to select a 
place for the state capital, as follows: Nathan Brow-
son, William Few, and Hugh Lawson. These men 
were also to provide for the erection of a building for 
the various departments, and for establishing a State 
University. The capital and university were to be in 
twenty miles of Galphinton which was at that time 
near the center of population in Georgia. The town 
was to be called Louisville. It was named Louisville, 
for Louis XVI. of France. The commissioners were 
authorized to buy one thousand acres of land and to 
lay out a part thereof for a town which should be 
known by the name of Louisville. Various causes 
hindered the completion of these plans—lack of 
sufficient funds, and the death of the contractor during 
the construction of the State House; but finally, in the 
Constitution of 1795, the new town was designated as 
the permanent capital. Forty acres had been laid out in 
squares and streets, patterned after the city of 
Philadelphia, and the lots sold at auction. The first 
report of the commissioners was made in 1791, 
another in 1792, and still another in 1793, all of which 
reports show the hindrances that had been met. The 
contractor, who died during the building of the state 
house, was Reuben Coleman. Also suits had been filed 
against the commissioners but finally, with help given 
by the 
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legislature, they promised to have the work finished in 
two months. This state house was ten years in 
construction, and was the first one built by the state. 
The houses used in Savannah and Augusta were 
rented. In 1796 the seat of government was moved to 
Louisville, and Jefferson County was laid out. 

The first session of the legislature was held in 
Louisville in 1796. It is not known exactly when the 
last session was held there, but a report of the Acts of 
the Legislature printed in Louisville, in 1805, records 
an act passed at Louisville December 2, 
1804. to make the town of Milledgeville the per-
manent seat of government of this State, and to dis-
pose of a certain number of lots therein. Louisville 
must, therefore, have been the capital as late as 
1805. as it evidently took months, at least, to erect the 
buildings, and to prepare the town of Milledgeville for 
the purpose. 

When the capital was removed to Milledgeville, the 
state house was turned over to the county of Jefferson. 
It was used for some years for the county court house, 
but finally it became so dilapidated, that it was 
necessary to replace it with another. This, in 1904, 
was in turn replaced by one of the handsomest court 
house buildings in the state, at a cost of fifty thousand 
dollars. Louisville was not very prosperous after the 
capital was moved to Milledge- 
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ville, until the Louisville and Wadley Railroad was 
built, about 1875, connecting the town with the Central 
Railroad at Wadley. The Louisville Gazette, founded 
in 1796, was one of the pioneer newspapers of 
Georgia. The handsome oak press used in publishing 
the Gazette, was bought in England. It was 
afterwards sold to the Georgia Messenger of Ma-
con. According to a local authority, when the present 
court house was built, an excavation was made which 
disclosed the foundation of the old State Capitol; and 
by a singular coincidence, this corresponded exactly 
with the plans for the new edifice. Among the early 
settlers were William Hardwick, John Fulton, the 
Clemmons, Pattersons, Roger and Hugh Lawson, 
William Gamble, Captain Haddon, Captain Connley, 
Andrew Berryhill, the Shellmans, John Berrien, the 
Hamptons and the Whiteheads. Most of these came 
from North Carolina, Virginia, and North Ireland. 
Among the latter were Hugh Alexander, James 
Harvey, Z. Albritton, Charles Harvey, Thomas 
Atkinson, Garland Hardwick, Dave Alexander, 
Joseph Hampton, Henry G. Cald-well, Esq., D. 
Hancock, Isaac Coleman, William Hannah, Isaac 
Dubose, W. P. Hardwick, Marth Dorton, G. W. 
Hardwick, David Douglas, John Ingram, George 
Evers, George Ingram, John Evans, William Kenedy, 
R. Fleming, John Land, R. Flour- 
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noy, William Lowry, John Finley, Samuel Little, 
John Green, James Meriwether, R. Gray, John Martin, 
John Maynard, William Peel, Jesse Pau-lett, Love 
Sandford, Robert Prior, Henry Tucker, Jesse Purvis, 
Andrew Thompson, John Reese, Benjamin Warren, 
Jesse Slatter, John Warnock, M. Shellman. All these 
received grants of land in the county. 

Along the banks of the Ogeechee and on the nu-
merous creeks were large bodies of fine oak and hickory 
land, and away from them were wide areas of pine 
forests. The first industry of the people was stock 
raising, and little else was attempted for several 
years. Then some tobacco was planted and a tobacco 
warehouse built, located on the Ogeechee, a few miles 
from Louisville. 

The climate of Jefferson County is mild. Lands are 
increasing in value. 

Instances of longevity are the following: When the 
census of 1850 was taken, there were living Hannah 
Young, aged 80; Abraham Beasley, 81; Ann Justice, 
92; Margaret Stapleton, 82; Joseph Price, 82; Patty 
Collins, 92; Sarah Worrell, 81; James Gunn, 81; 
Mary Patterson, 98; Nancy Davis, 92; Sarah 
Marshall, 82; James Sherod, 81; Jane Neely, 82; 
Mille Pierce, 92; Rachel Gordon, 91. 

Most of the early settlers of Jefferson were pa- 
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triots of the Revolution. Following are some names 
of those who received land grants prior to the Rev-
olution, and settled in the township of Queensboro. 
Most of these were emigrants from North Ireland, 
as follows: Z. Albritton, John Alien, David Alex-
ander, Hugh Alexander, Matthew Barr, Samuel 
Barren, Thomas Atkinson, John Bartholomew, 
Mitchel and Thomas Beatty, James Blair, James and 
John Boggs, James Breckinridge, John Brown, 
William Brown, John Bryant, John Bushby, John 
Campbell, John Gary, John Chambers, Alexander 
Chestnut, Isaac Coleman, George Cook, Robert 
Cooper, John Crozier, John Dickson, M. Dorton, 
Isaac Dubose, David Douglas, Robert Duncan, John 
Evans, John Finley, James Fleming, Robert Flem-
ing, Samuel Fleming, Richard Fleeting, John Gam-
ble, Robert Gervin, John Gilmore, R. Gray, John 
Green, David Green, James Haden, Joseph Hampton, 
D. Hancock, Robert Hanna, William Hanna, 
William Harding, Garland Hardwick, C. W. Hard-
wick, W. P. Hardwick, James Harris, Sherrill Hartley, 
James Harvey, James Hogg, Henry Hurd, John 
Ingram, David Irwin, Isabella Irwin, Joseph Johnson, 
John Kenedy, Isaac Laremore, Henry Lewis, Samuel 
Little, Matthew Lyle, Samuel McAlister, John 
McClinigan, Elizabeth McClini-gan, William 
McConky, William McCreery, James 
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McCroan, Thomas McCroan, Patrick McCullough, 
B. McCullers, Patrick McGee, Adam Mcllroy, James 
and John McKelvey, Moses McMichan, James 
McMichan, Daniel McNeill, John Mack, Patrick 
Mackay, William Mackay, John Martin, John 
Maynard, James Meriwether, Robert Miller, John 
Mineely, Andrew and Matthew Moore, Adam 
Morrison, John Murdock, Arthur O'Neil, Jesse 
Paulett, John and Richard Peel, Robert Prior, Jesse 
Purvis, John Reese, Clote-worthy Robson, James 
Rogers, Robert and Edward Rogers, David Russel, 
Robert Sampson, William Sampson, Love Sandford, 
Joseph Saunders, John Scott, M. Shellman, James 
Simpson, George Thompson, Jesse Slatter, William S. 
Kelley, Walker Stev-ens, Edward and George 
Thompson, John Todd, John Toland, James Tonkin, 
Henry Tucker, Esther Tweedy, John Warnock, 
Robert Warnock, Benjamin Warren, John Wilson, 
Seb Witherup, Thomas Wolfington, James Gunn, 
Moses Newton, William Walker, and James Corvan. 

Following the famous meeting at Tondee's Tav-
ern, Savannah, when, on August 10, 1774, resolu-
tions were adopted looking toward severing alle-
giance with Great Britain, a protest was entered from 
the Parish of St. George Sept. 28, 1774, condemning 
the action of this meeting, and signed by the greater 
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number of settlers of St. George's Parish. Despite the 
protest, delegates from this parish were sent to the 
Provincial Congress which met in Savannah July 4, 
1775, at which time the tie of allegiance to England 
was severed; and throughout the Revolution the Parish 
of St. George was the abode of the most intense 
loyalty, to the patriotic cause, and the theater of some 
of the most tragic engagements. 

It was at Louisville in 1798, that the celebrated 
convention met, which framed the State Constitution 
under which Georgia lived for seventy years. Similar 
gatherings had been held in 1789 and 1795, but few 
amendments were made to the original Constitution of 
1777. Previous to this, at a session of the legislature in 
1789, provision was made by an amendment to the 
Constitution, to remedy any defects. This convention 
met in Louisville in May, 1795. Noble Wimberly 
Jones, of Savannah, was elected president and the 
session lasted three weeks. 

The seat of government was moved from Augusta 
to Louisville at this time, and several constitutional 
changes made. General James Jackson was elected 
governor of Georgia in 1798. He was the idol of the 
people, and his administration was distinguished by 
the adoption of the great Constitution of 1798, framed 
by the convention which met in Louisville in May, 
1798. This convention was composed of the 
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greatest men in Georgia, men who had steered the Ship 
of State successfully through the recent trying years. In 
the two previous conventions, of 1789 and 1795, the 
law-makers had imbedded in the organic law a 
provision debarring ministers of the gospel from 
membership in the General Assembly of Georgia. 
Another resolution to the same effect was proposed at 
this time; but the great Baptist divine, Jesse Mercer, 
was on hand to challenge the propriety of such an 
action. When the resolution was introduced, he at once 
proposed to amend by excluding also doctors and 
lawyers. He succeeded in making the whole affair so 
ridiculous that the matter was finally dropped; and 
since 1798 the legislative doors have swung wide open 
to representatives of the cloth. It was in May of 1798 
that the Constitutional Convention met in Louisville, 
and elected Jared Irwin president. It remained in 
session three weeks and the task of considering the 
Constitution which the state required, after the 
Constitution of the United States was adopted, was 
perfected, duly signed, and became the fundamental 
law of Georgia. At this session the Yazoo papers were 
burned. 

The State Legislature again met in Louisville the 
second Monday in June 1799. The twenty-four 
counties of the state were represented by twenty-four 
senators and seventy-five representatives. An 
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interesting measure was the adoption of the great 
seal of the state. The seal adopted was a circular disc, 
several inches in diameter; on one side a view of the 
seashore, with a ship bearing the flag of the United 
States, riding at anchor near a wharf, receiving on 
board hogsheads of tobacco and bales of cotton, 
emblematic of the exports of the state; at a little 
distance, a boat landing from the interior of the state 
with hogsheads, boxes, etc., representing internal 
traffic; in the background, a man plowing and a flock 
of sheep under the shade of a tree. The motto on this side 
"AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE" 1799. On the reverse side 
three pillars supporting an arch, with the word 
"CONSTITUTION" engraved on it, as the emblem of 
the Constitution, sustained by the three departments of 
the government. The words, "WISDOM, JUSTICE, and 
MODERATION," were engraved on a wreath around these 
pillars, one word on each pillar, and near the left-hand 
pillar, a man with a drawn sword represented the 
military defense of the state. The inscription on this 
side of the seal, "STATE OF GEORGIA" 1799. 

This great seal was adopted October 8, 1799, and 
when made it was deposited in the office of the Sec-
retary of the State, to be attached to all official papers 
of the State. The old seal was formally broken in the 
presence of the governor. Quite a 
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romance attaches to the history of this great seal 
adopted by the convention in Louisville in 1799. 

Since the granting of Georgia's Colonial Charter, in 
1732, there have been three great seals which had to be 
affixed to the most important official transactions; 
first, the Colonial Seal or Seal of the Trustees; second, 
the Provincial Seal or Seal of the Royal Governors; 
third, the Great Seal of 1799 which is still in vogue, 
linking the Georgia of to-day with the Georgia of the 
eighteenth century, and putting us in touch with the 
closing scenes of the American Revolution. This great 
seal was adopted by the State February 8, 1799, and, 
except for a brief period during the days of 
Reconstruction, it has been constantly in use for more 
than one hundred years. On account of its extreme age 
it now makes a very indistinct impression and needs to 
be retouched by the skillful hands of an engraver. 

This seal consists of two solid plates of silver, each 
of which is a quarter of an inch thick, by two inches 
and a quarter in diameter. It is kept in the office of the 
Secretary of the State. It was first used July 4, 1799. 
To use the Great Seal, wax is rolled into thin wafers, 
gilt paper, cut circular in form, the exact size of the 
die, with serrated edges, is next laid upon each side of 
the wax wafer; and, at the same time, ribbons are 
inserted between the 
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wafer and paper discs. This done, the wafer is placed 
between the plates of the disc and stamped tightly, 
leaving the devices imprinted on either side of the soft 
wax and revealed, like an engraving, on the gilded 
paper, which is attached by narrow ribbons to the 
document of the State, forming what is known as a 
wax pendant. The custom of attaching seals to official 
documents is extremely ancient, dating back to earliest 
manuscripts of record in the oldest states of the Union; 
but a method of stamping which cuts an impression in 
the paper to be attested is now the custom, and 
naturally the use of the wax wafer by means of 
ribbons has become obsolete. Georgia is the only state 
that follows the old custom. It takes twenty minutes to 
attach the Great Seal to a document, and is used only 
on documents of extraordinary character, viz: charters, 
land grants and commissions to public servants 
including Governors, State House officials, Judges of 
Supreme Courts, and Solicitors-General. It is also 
used in attesting every official paper going out of the 
State, but for ordinary transactions the Seal of the 
Secretary of the State is employed. 

In an old issue of the Louisville Gazette, dated 
February 26, 1799, there was an executive order, 
signed by Thomas Johnson, Secretary to Governor 
James Jackson, calling on all the artists of the world 
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to submit drawings for the proposed new Great Seal of 
the State.    An outline sketch was furnished according 
to the terms of the Act, approved February 8,  1799, 
and a premium of thirty dollars was offered.    The 
drawings were to be lodged in the Executive Office at 
Louisville on or before April 20, 1799.    At the same 
time proposals were to be submitted for making and 
engraving the device,  and July 3,  1799, was fixed as a 
limit to complete the contract.    Daniel Sturgis, State 
Surveyor General, made the device approved by the 
Governor for the Great Seal, but the most elegant 
drawing was sent by one, Charles Frazer, of South 
Carolina, who was only sixteen years old.   He would 
have obtained the premium but made a mistake by 
placing all the figures on one side, instead of making a 
reverse.   This Great Seal has never left the borders of 
the State of Georgia, though the impression on the 
minds of a great many is otherwise,  attributing to  
Governor Charles  Jenkins  the  rescue  of Georgia's 
precious heirloom from the hands of military usurpers.   
The instrument of office which Governor Jenkins bore 
into exile for safe keeping, was the Seal of the Ex-
ecutive Department.    The Legislature awarded to this 
noble old Roman a facsimile of this Seal executed in 
gold, with the inscription, In arduis fidelis. The Great 
Seal was in the custody of Hon. Nathan 
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C. Barnett throughout the entire period known as 
the Carpetbag Regime. He secretly moved it from the 
State Capitol to his home in Milledgeville. When 
Sherman, in his march through Georgia, reached 
Milledgeville he had Mr. Barnett arrested and ordered 
him to surrender the Great Seal, which he refused to 
do, stating that he would die before he would betray 
his trust. He was put in prison, but refused to tell 
where it was. When Georgia resumed her rightful 
place in the Union, Colonel Barnett restored the Great 
Seal. He had secretly buried it under his house at dead 
of night, telling no one but his wife. 

In the Reconstruction days which followed the 
Civil War, another effort was made to find the Great 
Seal, as some pretense of legal form was needed to 
give authority to fraudulent transactions, so an 
imitation seal was substituted. No expense was spared 
by the Bullock administration to counterfeit the Great 
Seal, but when the contrivance was finished, it bore 
upon its reverse side the bar sinister. At first the 
difference was not noticed, but in the course of time it 
was found that the soldier standing between the 
pillars, "Justice" and "Moderation", held his sword in 
his left hand, while in the original he held it in his 
right hand. 

The Judiciary system of the state was revised at 
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the session of the legislature in 1798, and the state 
divided into three judicial circuits—the Eastern, 
Middle, and Western. Jefferson County was in the 
middle circuit, and George Walton was elected judge. 
These judges of the Superior Court were to be elected 
by the general assembly every third year, and were 
required to alternate in the circuits so that no two terms 
of court in the same county should be held by the same 
judge successively. The courts were held twice a year 
in each county, and each court had a clerk and sheriff. 
The office of Attorney-General was vested in one 
person for each circuit. There was no supreme court, 
but the judges of each circuit were required to meet 
annually in Louisville, on the second Monday in July, 
to make rules for the government of the Superior 
Courts, and to determine such points of law as were 
reserved for agreement, and to give opinions on 
constitutional questions referred to them by the 
Executive. Another class of courts were called Inferior 
Courts. These were also held twice a year, in each 
county. The officers were appointed by the general 
assembly and were subject to the rules governing the 
superior court. Justice courts were held monthly in 
each county and had jurisdiction in suits not exceeding 
thirty dollars. The justices were appointed by the 
Inferior Courts. Greater simplicity in pleading was 
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provided for, and all defects in form could be reme-
died on motion. Another act at this session provided 
that the general election should be held the first 
Monday in October, and the voting should be by 
ballot. Members of Congress should be elected every 
two years. The time of the meeting of the general 
assembly was changed from January to the first 
Monday in November. The population .of Georgia had 
increased to about one hundred and sixty-three 
thousand, whites and blacks. Cotton cultivation was 
becoming popular, since the invention of the cotton 
gin by Eli Whitney. Previous to this invention, the 
seed was picked out by hand, neighbors meeting at a 
specified home at night and having pleasant social 
times while working at the cotton in which the young 
and the old joined. 

At this time the literature of Georgia was in its 
infancy. Only six academies had been incorporated in 
the state: Savannah, Augusta, Louisville, Sun-bury, 
and one each in Burke and Wilkes Counties. The 
treaty to ratify the boundaries of Georgia, Alabama, 
and Mississippi was approved and duly signed by the 
legislature in Louisville in 1802. Judge George 
Walton, Judge of the Middle circuit, died at his home 
in Augusta February 2, 1802, and Benjamin Shrine 
was appointed in his place. As Louisville had proved 
to be unhealthy, five commissioners 

were appointed at the 1802 legislative session in 
Louisville, to select a suitable spot at the head of 
navigation of the Oconee River and survey a tract of 
three thousand two hundred and forty acres of land to 
be set apart for a town to be called Milledge-ville, for 
the future capital of the state. 

The military laws of the state were also revised, and 
the state divided into four militia districts, and these 
sub-divided into eight brigades, and these continued 
into regiments, battalions and companies; the numbers 
to be enrolled into these several bodies were prescribed 
and the times and places of musters, drills and other 
military duties were appointed. The governor was made 
commander-in-chief. These gatherings, composed of so 
many classes of people, were sometimes occasions of 
disorder, which included fights, horse racing, gander 
pulling and other things. Whiskey flowed freely. 

These muster occasions were the inspiration of 
Longstreet's famous book, "Georgia Scenes," in which 
the characters were taken from real life. Louisville, as 
the capital of the state, was a great gathering place on 
muster days. The capitol was moved to Milledgeville 
in 1807, and in 1808 the legislature took some steps to 
prohibit the sale of spiritous liquors, and the same year 
the importation of African slaves was made unlawful. 
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June 18, 1812, war was declared on Great Britain, 
and the arms stored in Louisville were moved to 
Milledgeville. 

In 1836, Hon. William Schley was elected 
Governor. He was educated in Louisville and Augusta. 
Howell Cobb, who was made governor in 1851, was 
born in Jefferson County. In 1853, the Democratic 
party was formally recognized in Georgia, and 
Herschel V. Johnston was elected democratic 
governor. At this time the North and South were 
agitated over the slave question, and states' rights, 
which grew in intensity, and was the cause of bitter 
sectional feeling. The South stood for separate State 
rights, the North adhered to the Union and when, in 
1860 and 1861, the Southern States, one by one, 
seceded from the United States, war was declared, and 
continued four years. The South fought under great 
difficulties, but finally yielded to better equipment, 
and greater forces—many foreign soldiers being hired 
by the Federal government. 

One of the closing scenes of this war was General 
Sherman's march from Atlanta to Savannah. Jefferson 
County lay in the path of this march, and great 
destitution of food and clothing followed. This was in 
November, 1864. The men of the country were in the 
army, from boys of sixteen years to old men, and only 
women and children, with most 

of the slaves, were left on the plantations. Some of the 
slaves had gone into camp with their masters to wait 
on them. The feeling between slaves and their owners 
was like the dependent trust and love of children, 
combined with the protecting care of the blacks for 
their white folks. The white family was responsible for 
the food and clothing and medical attention of the 
slaves; religious services were conducted by 
themselves, sometimes by the white ministers. The 
slaves, in turn, gave love and service to their white 
folks. This was demonstrated after Sherman's march to 
the sea, when but for these faithful servitors, many a 
child and the older ones, at the "big house", would 
have suffered more; for negroes have an uncanny way 
of finding things to eat, and they shared it all liberally 
with their mistress and her children, leaving their own 
family to get what was left. 

Never in all history was shown a closer or more 
tender feeling between two races than was shown 
between the whites and blacks, until after the uncivil 
war. Very few of this type are living, for it is sixty 
years behind us; but, now and then, you will find an 
old "mammy" who, though too feeble to do much, still 
comes among the children of her white folks and 
putters around, knowing at the close of the day, when 
she goes home, the empty basket she brought 
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in the morning will be filled to capacity with sub-
stantials. 

Because Jefferson County had a part in the work of 
evangelizing the negroes, an article from the "Blue 
Book of Southern Progress," issued by the 
Manufacturers Record of Baltimore, Maryland, is 
inserted: "One phase of Southern life of olden days 
needs to be told and retold. This is the religious spirit 
which prevailed among people of all classes. With a 
profound conviction of their responsibility to God .and 
to the negroes, people of the South, between 1800 
and 1860, did the greatest missionary work in human 
history. There is nothing comparable to it. Slaves just 
from the jungles of Africa representing many tribes, 
tribes which had fought each other—some of which 
had been cannibalistic in spirit and in act; tribes 
which could not speak the language of other tribes, 
were brought to this country. 

"The slave-trader or slave-importer was not gen-
erally of Southern birth, but wherever he might hail 
from, whether from New England or England, or 
other lands, he was thoroughly despised by the people 
who bought slaves from him. Taking these negroes 
just from barbarism, absolutely without education or 
any knowledge or conception whatever of God, the 
Old South concentrated its energy upon 

teaching them the story of the redeeming power of the 
Cross of Christ. . Hundreds of thousands of these men 
and women black in face became white in heart. No 
more consecrated, devoted Christians have ever been 
known than many of these negroes to whom the 
Gospel of Christ was preached in the home and in the 
church by the men and women of the Old South. 
There were four million negroes in the south in 1860; 
all of them had been civilized and a very large 
proportion had been evangelized. Most of them had 
learned to love and respect their owners, and between 
owner and slave there was a spirit of actual devotion 
on both sides far greater than any but Southern born 
people have ever conceived of. The man who loves his 
faithful dog would fight to protect his dog against a 
brute, just as freely as the dog would fight to protect 
his master. There is a love between the dog and his 
master beautiful to behold, impossible to adequately 
describe. A greater love existed between most owners 
and their slaves. To a large extent each would protect 
the other against an enemy. It was a peculiar relation 
that had some elements of love and devotion on both 
sides which few outside people have ever understood." 

As a lion defeated once, rises and shakes himself to 
renew the battle, so the men, straggling home 
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from battlefields in 1865 adjusted a new perspective to 
the desolate situation and plunged in to begin anew in 
untried ways, the effort of providing for themselves 
and family. 

On many big plantations the negroes had remained, 
except some younger ones; with these, their former 
owner, if he returned from the war, made 
arrangements to run a little crop, provided something 
in the way of an animal to pull the plow could be 
found, for nearly everything had been killed or driven 
off by Sherman's army. Sometimes a few cows and 
horses had been hidden by some faithful slave and 
were brought home after all danger was over. Often a 
milch cow was hitched to the plow, then milked at 
night to furnish food for the children. The heroic work 
and sacrifices of widows left with little children can 
never be recorded on earth. The people spun and wove 
cloth, both cotton and wool, for clothing; and many 
were the experiments in dyes and weaving to make 
unusual results. Shucks from corn were made into hats 
as well as other materials. The negroes used a great 
deal of wire grass, a native forest grass of this section, 
for baskets and other objects. Nearly every farm of 
good size had a small vat in which to tan leather for 
making shoes. 

There was very little money in the country, and 
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every thing needed, and that could be grown or made 
on the farm, was produced. Flour that could not be 
produced at home, and sugar and coffee, were ob-
tained by barter as in primitive days. Slowly but surely 
the South was coming into her own. Jefferson County 
passed through this struggle. For a few years education 
was at a low ebb, but a few schools that had been 
established began again to function. Louisville had not 
suspended; Bartow, Stellaville and Bethany had good 
schools, with one or more little schools in country 
settlements. Cotton planting again absorbed the 
farmers who, many of them, in a few years 
accumulated money and some fortunes. 

Other business enterprises came in, saw mills, tur-
pentine farms, cotton seed oil mills, railroads, and 
dairying with various other things, are developing the 
county which, with good roads and good schools, 
together with its fine farming lands, make it the peer 
of any section in Georgia. Here can be raised almost 
any crop that grows in the temperate zone. Truck 
farming is profitable. Dairying and poultry raising are 
attracting much attention, where it is easy to raise 
everything needed for feed. Since the boll weevil has 
infested the cotton fields, diversity of farming is 
practised and made a scientific study. The county has 
for a number of years kept an expert farmer in 
Louisville at the service of every farmer in the county. 
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Jefferson County, with her five senior accredited 

high schools, stands forth as the leading Rural 
County along school lines in Georgia. 
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Education is not sold to a community in one gen-
eration; hence when one considers the progress that 
Jefferson County schools have made during the past 
five years one will immediately say that for the past 
century Jefferson County has been composed of cit-
izens with vision. 

Consolidation in our county has been practiced as 
well as preached. The people have been educated to 
the fact that the small, isolated, lonely, antiquated, 
inefficient one-room school must give way to the 
large, well-equipped consolidated schools, as the oxcart 
has given place to the motor car. 

 

For the first time in the history of Jefferson 
County the schools opened in September, 1926, with 
all the one-room schools merged into the centralized 
schools. 

LOUISVILLE SCHOOL PHOTO Below are given the names of the small schools 
which have been consolidated: Aldred, Black Jack, 
Brinson, Calhoun, Cedar Grove, Dry Branch, Ebe-
nezer, Hardeman, Harmony, Hadden Mill, Holly 
Grove, Johnson, Lofton, Log Yard, Laurel Hill, 
Midway, Middleground, Morris Grove, Noah, Oca-
la, Ogeechee, Oak Grove, Padgett, Post Oak, Rock-
dale, Stapleton Cross Roads, Swan, Tuckyhoo, 

STAPLETON SCHOOL  PHOTO 
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