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P R E F A C E .  

T HE fact that Atlanta is comparatively a young city will doubtless lead 
many to the conclusion that her annals are short and simple, and in such 

shape as to give a historian very little trouble. 
I t  did not take long for the author of this work to find that it was a more 

difficult matter to obtain the facts and figures illustrating the growth and pro- 
gress of Atlanta than would have been the case if he had attempted to write 
the  history of a much older city. The presence among us of many of the old 
pioneers and early settlers, strange to say, has heretofore stood in the way of 
a systematic record of the city's onward march. Various suggestions, made 
from time to time, in regard to the organization of a Historical Society met 
with but little favor Few citizens recognized the benefit of such a society, 
when they and their neighbors recollected nearly every important event that 
had occurred since the settlement of the place. In the older cities and towns 
the  matter is viewed in a different light. In many instances no pains and ex- 
pense have been spared to collect and preserve in permanent form the facts of 
history, and some of the societies organized for this purpose, even in some of 
the flourishing Western cities not much older than Atlanta, have accumulated 
such a mass of valuable printed material that a stranger having access to it 
would find the worlc of writing a history almost purely mechanical. 

The absence of these societies, and the scarcity of printed information bear- 
ing directly uporl the subject matter, have made it necessary for the writer to 
see and confer with nearly all of the older citizens. The notes of their state- 
ments then had to be compared, and  frequently the same person had to be 
visited several times, when there was a conflict of recollection concerning cer 
tain incidents, names and datt s. 

Naturally, the first step in the preparation of such a work was to ascertain 
what had already been written and published upon the subject. White's "His- 
torical Collections of Georgia," Colonel I. W. Avery's " History of Georgia," 
" The Commonwealth of Georgia," and various pamphlets and reports were 
.collected and duly consulted. All of the books named have been of substan- 
tial assistance, and Colonel E. Y. Clarke's " History of Atlanta" was found to 
be so accurate that it has been freely quoted in this book. A graphic sketch 
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of the city, written many years ago by Colonel G. B Haygood, an eminent 
lawyer of the ante bellum periodperiod, for a city directory, h a salso been utilized. 
The space devoted to the war period of Atlanta history is not more than that 
stirring era deserves. It would have been out of the question to make this 
portion of the work sufficiently full and complete, if it had not been for the 
thoughtful kindness of Mr. Julius L. Brown, who is the owner of the office 
files of the Atlanta Daily Intelligencer,reaching from early in the fifties down 
to 1872. Mr. Brown courteously gave the writer access to these files, and 
they were freely and exhaustively drawn upon for several of the most interest- 
ing chapters in this chronicle. Without the information furnished by Mr. 
Brown's newspaper files the story of Atlanta from I 860 to 1865 would have 
been incomplete and unsatisfactory. Among the other newspapers that were 
found helpful may be mentioned the New Era, Soidthern Confederacy,Sun, 
Herald, Journal and the Constitution. General Sherman's " Memoirs," and 
Mr. Joseph M. Brown's " Mountain Campaign" should not be omitted in this 
list of authorities. The latter work in particular deserves to rank high as a 
valuable contribution to our war literature. 

Among the persons who took an active interest in this work, and were fre- 
quently consulted, the writer feels especially indebted to the Hon. Jonathan 
Norcross, Colonel Z A. Rice, Sidney Root, Dr. T. S. Powell, the late I. 0. 
McDaniel, Judge C. H. Strong, Mr. Thomas G. Crusselle, Mr. William Mark- 
ham, Mr. D. N. Sloan, the Hon. Frank P. Rice, Colonel George W. Adair,. 
Er Lawshe, Colonel L. P. Grant, Captain John Milledge, State librarian, Rev. 
George L. Chaney, Mr. A. C. Briscoe, Miss Field, librarian of the Y. M. L. A., 
and William H. Parkins. Judge S. B . Hoyt rendered a highlyappreciated ser- 
vice in writing the chapter on "The Bench and Bar," and Judge Howard Van 
Epps's graceful pen must be credited with the biographical sketch of Hon. 
0. A. Lochrane. To close this paragraph without acknowledging the patient 
and admirable work of Messrs. 0. F. Vedder and J. Wooldridge, would be 
unjust as well as ungracious. These gentlemen during the past few months 
have given their entire time to the " History," and many of the historical, sta- 
tistical and biographical chapters were written by them, entirely or in part. 

Among Southern histories that of Atlanta deserves a unique place. The 
rapid growth of the city before the war; its rough experience between con- 
tending armies ; its heroic defense in a siege of forty days ; its occupation by 
Sherman ; its complete destruction by his troops ; its rebuilding ; its active 
part in reconstruction, and its solution of the material, economic, and educa- 
tional problems, incident to all cities, cannot fail to interest thoughtful readers. 

I t  will be impossible to glance through these pages without recognizing 
the foresight of the great Carolinian, John C. Calhoun, who more than half a 
century ago predicted that the little hamlet in the woods would one day grow 
into a large and prosperous commercial center. His prophetic vision has been, 
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more than realized. The  public spirit and energy of our people, and the wise 
counsels of our leading citizens, the story of whose lives will be found in this 
volume, have pushed Atlanta onward and upward until her commerce, indus- 
tries, and her press and her literature have become positive factors in the pro- 
gress and development of the New South. 

The writer, as a matter of course, does not claim that this history contains 
an absolutely complete record of Atlanta's remarkable career. It has been his 
purpose from first to last to  present his readers with an impartial and authentic 
narrative dealing with such matters as properly come within the province of a 
composition of this kind, and which are sufficiently important to be preserved 
in this permanent shape, for the benefit of posterity. How well he has suc- 
ceeded must be left to the judgment of the people whose cordial indorsement 

-of the plan of the work and generous encouragement and aid will always be 
-gratefully remembered. 

WALLACE P. REED. 
ATLANTA, February, I 889. 
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H I S T O R Y  
OF THE 

C I T Y  OF ATLANTA.  

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

A LTHOUGH comparatively young, Atlanta is one of the historic cities of 
our country. The growth of many Western cities has been more rapid, 

but south of the Potomac the record of Atlanta has not been surpassed. 
In measuring our progress, the fact should be taken into consideration that 

Georgia is the youngest of the thirteen original colonies. A century after the 
landing of Oglethorpe, this region was still occupied by the aborigines. I t  is 
true that long before that period white men had visited this region. De Soto 
and his mailed legions, the very flower of the chivalry of old Spain, loitered 
in this vicinity on their march to the West. But the Spaniards did not come 
to colonize. They were looking for an El Dorado, and they did not tarry 
long among the barren red hills of Georgia. 

The growth of the colony, founded by Oglethorpe, was of course checked 
by the Revolution, and the progress of the settlers in this direction was im- 
peded by many obstacles. About half a century ago the whites began to 
establish themselves on the site of the future metropolis. They came first as 
missionaries and traders, and later, when they saw what a land of promise 
stretched out before them, they built their log-cabins and made their arrange- 
ments to stay. Some of these bold pioneers have been blessed with an ex- 
ceptional length of days, and they have lived to see their little frontier settle- 
ment transformed into the capital of a great commonwealth. 

That the story of the rise and progress of such a community cannot be 
otherwise than interesting and instructive, does not need to be said. The cir- 
cumstances under which this part of Georgia was wrested from the Cherokees ; 
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the struggles and trials of the early white settlers ; the vicissitudes of the little 
settlement in the woods, and its successive leaps onward, cannot be paralleled by 
anything in Southern history. Coming down to a later period, it is worthy of 
note that the flourishing industries of the Piedmont Slope had their beginning 
here. Before railroads traversed this sparsely settled country various humble 
manufactures were carried on, and a busy trade was kept up with the seaports. 
After awhile the railroads changed all this, and the little hamlet, then almost 
unknown, came to the front, first as Terminus, then as Marthasville, and then 
as Atlanta. A period of flush times and disorder followed. In those days 
there was little respect for law in a new settlement. The sheriff was an insig- 
nificant figure. Each man in the community regulated his own affairs, and 
frequently attempted to regulate those of his neighbors. Even under these 
unfavorable circumstancesthe place became known far and wide as a town of 
wonderful promise. People flocked here from every part of the country, and 
the village grew into a town, and the town soon became a city. 

Then came the quickening agitation of a gigantic civil war. The history 
of this epoch has never been written. We have the records of battles and 
sieges, and even the story of Sherman's famous march t o  the sea, but there is 
nothing in print that deals fully and accurately with Atlanta's part in the war 
between the States. For years the city was one of the most important strong- 
holds of the Southern Confederacy. I t  was a rallying point for the enthusiastic 
volunteers and raw levies. It was a vast depot, where the most valuable mun- 
itions of war were deposited. I t  was a center of manufacturing, a city of hos- 
pitals, a collection of barracks, a shelter for thousands of refugees-in short, it 
was the backbone of the Confederacy. How the city was peopled, how the 
inhabitants lived, the character of .their occupations and amusements during 
the war, are matters not treated by our historians. Even the siege has never 
been described, except from an outside military standpoint. The besiegers, 
who were sending a fiery rain of shot and shell into the beleaguered city, have 
recorded their observations and reflections. but the sufferings and the heroic 
endurance of the people inside of the stoutly defended breastworks have never 
been made public. History is equally silent concerning the events accom- 
panying the Federal occupation of the place. The destruction of the city, 
when it was abandoned by General Sherman, the return of the Confederates 
and the exiled citizens, and the condition of affairs during the stirring days 
of reconstruction, are topics heretofore almost untouched. 

But, apart from these exciting and romantic points of interest, an account 
of the rise of Atlanta from her ashes, and her social, educational, religious, 
political, commercial and industrial developmentshould be of interest to every 
student of political economy, every business man, and patriotic citizen. It is 
not claiming too much to say that Atlanta is everywhere regarded as the 
leading representative city of the New South. This is the opinion entertained 

Courtesy of gAd @ 
http://www.gagenweb.org
(C) 2005 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED14 9/11/2005.



by the outside world, and it is well founded. No place in the South is more 
thoroughly American. Here all sections meet, fraternize and unite in one har- 
monious whole. Nowhere in the land is there to be found a greater degree of 
toleration in thought, speech and conduct. All shades of religious and politi- 
cal opinion exist here, and sectional prejudices are entirely unknown. That 
such a condition of affairs did not characterize our past is only too well known. 
Perhaps the causes underlying this remarkable change will be revealed to the 
thoughtful reader of these pages. In the days of slavery Atlanta was natur- 
ally identified with the Old South. Even then, however, her advantages as 
a distributing point, and her proximity to the coal and iron fields, tempted 
enterprising capitalists to engage in various manufacturing ventures. The 
conditions were unfavorable. We were on the eve of war. The idea that 
cotton was king controlled the popular mind. Slave labor did not mix well 
with free or skilled labor. We were a community of free traders, and it was 
the general belief that the Southern States would forever remain purely agri- 
cultural commonwealths. 

The rude lessons of the war revolutionized the ideas of our people. The 
new city, built upon the site of the old Atlanta, was largely built by new men 
with new ideas, new hopes, and new ambitions. Honest differences of opinion 
were respected, diversified industries were encouraged, and geographical lines 
were. ignored. Immigrants from all quarters were welcomed, and gradually 
all were fused together in one solid body, knowing no North, South, East, or 
West, and all pulling together for the common good. Practically, this was a 
co-operative community during its rehabilitation. I t  was enough to announce 
that the public interest demanded a certain thing: Immediately there was a 
spontaneous movement. Work and money were forthcoming, and the want 
was supplied. So much for the policy of pulling together. I t  must be ad- 
mit ted however, that long before anyone dreamed of the New South, there 
were. far-seeing and sagacious men, who predicted great things for Atlanta. 
As early as 1845 John C. Calhoun, with his usual remarkable foresight, made 
some very significant remarks in the Southwestern Convention, held that year 
at  Memphis. Mr. Calhoun said : 

"What, then, is needed to complete a cheap, speedy and safe intercourse, 
between the valley of the Mississippi and the Southern Atlantic coast is a 
good system of railroads. For this purpose the nature of the intervening 
country affords extraordinary advantages. Such is its formation fi om the 
course of the Tennessee, Cumberland and Alabama rivers, and the termina- 
tion of the various chains of mountains, that all the railroads which have been 
projected or commenced, although each has looked only to its local interest, 
must necessarily unite at  a point in De Kalb county, in the State of Georgia, 
called Atlanta, not far from the village of Decatur, so as to constitute one en- 
tire system of roads, having a mutual interest each in the other, instead of iso-, 
lated rival roads." 
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When Mr. Calhoun made this prediction Atlanta had only one railroad 
and a population of one hundred souls. Her tremendous strides since that 
time bear testimony to the wonderful prescience of the great South Carolin- 
ian. Viewed from every standpoint, the record of Atlanta's onward march 
has a peculiar fascination. I t  blends the romance of pioneer life with the 
" pomp, pride and circumstance of glorious war," and the brightest achieve- 
ments of a peaceful civilization. If " history is philosophy teaching by ex- 
ample," this volume needs no apology for its appearance. The story of the 
" Gate City " will speak for itself. 

CHAPTER II.

NATURAL ADVANTAGES. 

A TLANTA is a mountain city. I t  is situated among the spurs of the Blue 
Ridge, in latitude 30° north and near the center of the State. The high 

ridge on which the city is built is the watershed between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Gulf of Mexico. The drainage, therefore, is natural, and runs from 
the city into the tributaries of the Ocmulgeeand Chattahoochee rivers, flow- 
ing thence into the Gulf and the Atlantic. 

Fulton, the county in which Atlanta is located, contains two hundred 
square miles, all woodland and metamorphic. The surface is rolling and well 
timbered, and capable of tillage. The Atlantic and Gulf water-divide enters 
the county from the east, turns southward a t  Atlanta to East Point, and goes 
into Clayton county. The altitude of Atlanta is 1 ,050  feet above sea level, 
and two hundred and eighty-eight feet above the Chattahoochee River, seven 
miles distant in the northwest. The country north of the city is a gray, sandy, 
gravelly soil, with large fragments of quartz rock lying upon the surface and 
thickly deposited in many places, derived from gold-bearing quartz seams in 
the mica schists and gneisses which form these lands. On the southwest there 
is a large granite area. The rocks are coarsely crystalline, and are accom- 
panied by hornblendic material. Gray, sandy lands, with belts of red lands 
are found in this region. In the southeastern part of the county there are 
various kinds of soil, but red clay predominates. A prominent ridge of soap-. 
stone or saponite, with asbestos and serpentine, begins three miles south of 
the city and runs into De Kalb county. 

The city itself covers a number of red clay hills, and the rolling surface of 
the surrounding country renders such a thing as stagnant water out of the 
question. The climatic advantages of the place are famous throughout the
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country. Years ago Captain C. C. Routelle, of the United States Coast Sur- 
vey, declared, after making extended observations, that the climate of Atlanta 
was not simply healthy, but that it ranked among the most salubrious climates 
on the globe. Malaria is almost unknown. Epidemics have never prevailed 
here, and when cholera and yellow fever cases have been brought to  the city 
the infection has never spread. During the past six years the death rate has 
been nineteen per one thousand. The average rate among the whites has 
been thirteen per one thousand. The water is freestone, and both in and out 
of the city may be found a number of mineral springs whose waters possess 
considerable virtue. The water of the artesian well is also wholesome and is 
generally used. The following extracts from the records of the United States 
Signal Service Station will show the mean temperature, highest and lowest 
temperature, and the rainfall per season, during the past few years: 

I Temperature. I 

Under the head of natural advantages the commanding situation of the city 

-- 
................ Winter. 

Spring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Summer . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Autumn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

must be considered. Atlanta's railway system gives her direct connection 
with the Atlantic ports of Wilmington, Charleston, Port Royal, Savannah, 
Brunswick and Fernandina ; with the gulf ports of Pensacola, Mobile, New 
Orleans and Galveston ; with Vicksburg, Natchez, Memphis and St. Louis in 
the Mississippi valley; with Louisville and Cincinnati in the west and north- 
west, and all the towns and cities on the railway lines in the cotton belt. At- 
lanta's position naturally makes the city a large cotton mart. But her railway 

24.03 
14-37 
9.63 
9.39 

facilities place her practically in the mineral belt of Northern Georgia. Gold 

1.0 

25.0 

55.5 
20.0 

45.7 
60.4 
77.1 
63.3 

fields are found west and north of the city, and in these fields, or in close prox- 

74.5 
90.8 
97.5 
90.5 

imity to them, exist silver, lead, copper and pyrites. Within a range of forty 
miles granite, marble of all colors, coal, iron, manganese, yellow ochre, lime- 
stone, slate and kaolin may be had in apparently inexhaustible abundance. 
The hard timber of Northern Georgia is also within easy reach, and thus, it 
will be seen, not a single requirement essential to a large manufacturing centre 
is wanting. Aniong the most important manufacturing requisites water pow- 
ers deserve a prominent place. These exist within from four to seven miles 
.of Atlanta in every direction. Among the best known are the Chattahoochee 
River, Peachtree Creek, Nancy's Creek, Marsh Creek, Long Island Creek, and 
South River. The numerous mills and factories along these streams are only 
the forerunners of hundreds of others. With these magnificent water powers 
at our very door, connected with us by railways and wagon roads, there is 
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every reason to believe that they will, in the course of a few years, be utilized 
by hundreds of manufacturing enterprises. 

A few other facts will be of interest to those who have the inclination to 
study their import. Atlanta is nearly on the same parallel with Damascus 
and Nankin. Our meridian passes near Panama, Tallahassee, Frankfort, Cin-
cinnati, near the centre of population of the United States, and Lansing and 
the Straits of Mackinaw. 

All of the natural advantages thus briefly summarized speak for themselves. 
Our climate, the most important condition in the environment of a people, is 
all that could be desired. It is an excellent climate for health, comfort and 
production. The extreme heat of the Northern States is unknown here. We 
have no sunstrokes. A man in this region can work in the open air every 
day in the year. The soil will yield him a bountiful return for his labors if he 
is a farmer, and if he is a manufacturer the water courses that move his mills 
and factories will never be paralyzed by the grip of the ice king. All the 
roads running through this favored territory lead to Atlanta. The natural 
drift of commerce brings here every year many millions of dollars in the shape 
of agricultural, mineral, timber and manufactured products. 

It  is itnpossible to look upon this prosperous city as it stands without ad- 
miring the wonderful foresight of the great Carolinian, who, more than forty 
years ago, predicted that all this would come to pass. There were others, too, 
in those days who had an abiding faith in the future greatness of the Gate City, 
and some of them have had the pleasure of seeing the realization of their 
brightest dreams. The same conditions favorable to progress and prosperity 
exist here to-day. They cannot be changed by any temporary reverse of for- 
tune or by the building up of cities and towns either remote or contiguous. 
Each decade sees from ten to twenty thousand added to our population. 
Every few years another railroad springs into being. All the time new stores, 
dwellings and factories are being constructed in obedience to the law which 
causes the supply to follow the detnand. 

Thus it will be seen that our natural advantages are gradually being supple- 
mented with almost equally powerful artificial advantages-such advantages 
as suit a populous community and tend to rapidly increase its growth by at- 
tracting wealth and population. So irrevocably fixed was the destiny of this 
city that the red savages, who held its site two generations ago, were forced 
to give it up to the white man. So urgent were the demands of commerce 
that the lawless turbulenceof the frontier failed to retard its progress. The 
fiery blast of war only caused it to flourish and prosper, and even the extreme 
measure of laying in ashes scarcely checked its onward march. The world 
has looked on and wondered, and by degrees, in every part of this broad land, 
and across the water, men have come to the conclusion that this is a favored 
city, occupying a high vantage ground from which nothing can dislodge it. 
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The correctness of this opinion will perhaps be established by many of the 
matters set forth in the following pages. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE REMOVAL OF T H E  CHEROKEES. 

W HEN the first white settlers made their appearance in the region around 
Atlanta, in the early part of the thirties, they found the Cherokee 

Indians practically in possession of the land. This tribe at that time had lost 
much of its territory by repeated cessions to the State, and was, in point of 
fact, legally entitled to no land in this immediate vicinity, but in those days it 
was difficult to accurately define boundary lines, and the Indians regarded 
them as lightly as many of the whites did. I t  was not long before troubles of 
a serious nature arose between the two races. The story of the adjustment of 
the difficulty is naturally a part of this history. 

The Cherokees, at  the time alluded to, had organized something like a 
State. With their own constitution and laws, protected by treaty stipulations 
with the United States, they felt that they could safely defy the authority of 
Georgia. The State of Georgia had embraced the Cherokee territory within 
the scope of her criminal jurisdiction ; and on the other hand the Federal gov- 
ernment had assumed the right of enforcing the laws passed by the Cherokees, 
excluding settlers and traders who were without permits from the Indian au- 
thorities. Under the circumstances, there was all the time a triangular conflict 
between the different governments In 1827 the Georgia delegation secured 
the passage of an act of Congress, providing for the removal of the Cherokees 
to a territory west of the Mississippi. Only about seven hundred Cherokees, 
however, moved to their new home, and the remainder quietly defied the law. 
They had many reasons for not changing their location. The country be- 
longed to them. They had settled in villages with school-houses and churches, 
and through the efforts of the missionaries and their intercourse with the 
whites, they were beginning to enjoy and appreciate the blessings and benefits 
of civilization. Finally a criminal case caused the Supreme Court of the United 
States, at the instance of John Ross, the principal chief of the Indians, to issue 
a writ of injunction to restrain the State of Georgia from executing her laws 
within the Cherokee territory. This was in 1831, and when the Legislature 
met that year, that body authorized the survey of the Cherokee lands, and 
Governor Lumpkin ordered it to be made, with the understanding that no 
steps should be taken towards occupation until after waiting a reasonable time, 
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in the hope that better counsels would prevail among the Indians. About 
this time the public mind was still further inflamed by a rather peculiar case. 
Despite the law requiring all white men residing within the Cherokee nation, 
after a certain time, to take the oath of allegiance to the State, or be impris- 
oned in the penitentiary at hard labor for not less that four years, three mis- 
sionaries--the Messrs. Worcester, Proctor and Thompson-with several others, 
refused to obey the law. After various legal difficulties, Worcester and a 
brother missionary named Butler were sent to the penitentiary, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the Federal Supreme Court had issued a mandate requiring 
their discharge frotn costody. The prisoners suffered the penalty of their ob- 
stinacy until 1833, when they petitioned for a pardon, which was granted. In 
the meantime the State had organized ten counties in the disputed territory, 
and had disposed of the land through the medium of a lottery. Still the 
Cherokees declined to move, but in 1835 they sent two delegations to Wash- 
ington, one headed by John Ross, to oppose removal, and the other led by 
John Ridge, in favor of accepting the situation. Ross and his party wanted 
$zo,ooo,ooo, and the payment of certaih claims. This proposition was re- 
fused, and for some time Ross and Ridge were at daggers' points, each trying 
to secure a favorable hearing. The negotiations dragged along until 1836, 
when the Cherokees yielded to the persuasions of the Ridge party, and ratified 
a new treaty. The treaty in substance provided that the Cherokees should 
relinquish all lands east of the Mississippi River in consideration of the sum 
of $5,OOO,OOO. In  addition to a certain territory, embracing 7,000,000 acres , 
west of the Mississippi, the United States guaranteed a perpetual outlet west, 
etc. If the territory thus granted proved insufficient, the government bound 
itself in consideration of $5OO,OOO to convey an additional tract of land ; all 
said lands to remain forever outside the limits of any State or Territory. Pro- 
vision was also made for the protection of the tribe, its representation in Con- 
gress, its safe transportation and subsistence for one year, and the payment of 
numerous claims and pensions, the Cherokees to remove within two years after 
the ratification of the treaty. 

After the ratification of the treaty, it was feared in Georgia that the Ross, 
or anti-treaty party, would .resort to hostilities, and several volunteer com- 
panies were raised and stationed at points where danger was apprehended. 
On May 24, 1838, Georgia was entitled, under the treaty, to take possession 
of the country. A s  the Indians made no sign of preparing to leave, the State, 
at the request of General Scott, furnished two regiments under General Charles 
Floyd. In white's Historical Collections of Georgia the story of the removal 
is thus tersely told : 

" On the morning of the 24th of May the regiments took up their line of 
march for the purpose of collecting the Indians. Five companies, viz. : Cap- 
tains Stell's, Daniel's, Bowman's, Hamilton's, Ellis's, were destined to Sixes Town 
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Cherokee county; two companies, under Captains Story and Campbell, to 
Rome; Captain Vincent's to Cedartown, and two companies, under Captains 
Hortonand Brewster, to Fort Gilmer. The collecting of the Indians contin- 
ued until the 3d of June, when they started for Ross's Landing. In small de- 
tachments the army made prisoners of one family after another. No one has 
ever complained of the manner in which the work was done. Through the 
good disposition of the army, and the provident arrangements of its com- 
mander, less injury was done by accident or mistake than could reasonably 
have been expected. By the end of June nearly the whole nation was gath- 
ered into camps, and some thousands commenced their march for the West, 
the heat of the season preventing any further emigration until September, 
when 14.ooo were on their march. The journey of six or seven hundred miles 
was performed in four or five months. The best arrangements were made for 
their comfort, but from the time when their removal commenced to the time 
when the last company completed its journey, more than 4,000 persons sunk 
under their sufferings and died. On the 22d of June, 1839, Major Ridge, his 
son, John Ridge and Elias Boudinot, were assassinated. The first was way- 
laid on the road forty or fifty miles from home and was shot. His son was 
taken from his bed early in the morning and nearly cut in pieces with knives. 
Mr. Boudinot was decoyed away from a house which he was erecting a short 
distance from his residence, and then set upon with knives and hatchets. 
These three Cherokees took an active part in negotiating the treaty with the 
government." 

I t  is pleasant to be able to  record the fact that the Cherokees in a short 
time found themselves enjoying an abundant measure of prosperity on the new 
reservation allotted to them by the government. Instead of relapsing into 
savagery they carried with them the arts of civilization, and continued to wel- 
come the missionaries as before. They organized villages, built churchesand 
schools, established a good government, and tilled the soil industriously. A t  
the outbreak of the war between the States they had amassed great wealth. 
Many of them sent their sons and daughters to Northern colleges. Some of 
them lived in fine style, with negro slaves, fine horses and elegant carriages. 
I t  was unfortunate for them that they were drawn into our civil war. They 
fought on opposite sides, and the result was numerous feuds which at this late 
day have not been altogether healed. 

From all that has been said it is plainly evident that these Indians belong 
to the highest grade of their race. The readiness with which they have 
adapted themselves to the civilization of the white man shows that they in- 
herited a bias in that direction. Indeed, the Spanish chroniclers who accom- 
panied De Soto have borne their testimony to this effect. The adventurous 
Castilian's line of march was to the eastward and northward of t h ~  tract on 
which Atianta now s t a n d sand historystates that he was amazed at the prog- 
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ress made by the Cherokees in the mechanical arts. He found towns contain- 
ing five hundred or more houses, temples of substantial and symmetrical archi- 
tecture, cultivated fields, well-stored barns and other evidences of prosperity. 
The ruthless Spaniard saw that he was dealing with a brave and generous peo- 
ple, but he, nevertheless, accepted their gifts, and then robbed them of what 
they had left, carrying with him beautiful maidens and valiant warriors, osten- 
sibly as hostages, but really as slaves. 

The removal of the Cherokees is an unpleasant incident in our history, but 
all of our dealings with the Indians since the whites first landed upon these shores 
have been of a similar nature. Barbarous and inferior races must give way to 
civilized and superior races. If this unfortunate tribe had been suffered to re- 
main in this part of the State the whites would have surrounded them, pene- 
trated their country, disregarded their rights, and in more ways than one their 
position would have been made uncomfortable and unbearable. From an en- 
lightened standpoint it was an act of mercy to transport them to a country 
where they would not be interfered with, and where they would be able to 
work out their own destiny with the friendly assistance of the general govern- 
ment. Their departure naturally caused thousands of white settlers to rush in 
to occupy their vacated lands, and in the half century that has elapsed the 
country they left has undergone a marvelous transformation. With their 
march westward, almost simultaneously, Atlanta sprang into existence and be- 
gan her march onward. 

CHAPTER IV, 

T HE demands of commerce and the transportation necessities of this part 
of the country determined the destiny of the ,little settlement which in 

after years became the capital of a great commonwealth. In 1836, two years 
before the removal of the Indians, this locality was a part of De Kalb county. 
Six miles below was situated the thriving village of Decatur, the county seat. 
Among the pioneers then in this region was Mr. Hardy Ivy, a man of cour- 
age, energy and foresight. Instead of settling in Decatur, he boldly decided 
that the rolling hills six miles above'that town, would suit him better, and he 
at once proceeded to erect a log cabin into which he moved with his family. 
This was the first house of any kind that was built here. 

For two or three years before Mr. Ivy's adventurous selection of a home 
the spirit of railroad enterprise had been abroad in the State. Charters had 
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been granted to the Central, Georgia and Monroe railroads, and to the State 
road, or the Western and Atlantic, as it is called, and work on all except the 
last named road was progressing. On the 4th of July, 1836, delegates from 
seven States met at Knoxville, Tenn., to consult about the best route from 
Cincinnati to some port on the South Atlantic coast. This convention recom- 
mended the building of a road from Cincinnati to Knoxville to connect with 
the two roads then in course of construction, one from Macon and Forsyth, 
and the other from Augusta. In November of the same year a State conven- 
tion assembled at  Macon to consider a uniform system for the routes of the 
projected roads, and to advise the building, by the State, of a main trunk line 
between the Chattahoochee and Tennessee rivers. The deliberations of the 
convention had the effect of causing the Legislature, at its session in December, 
to  extend the charters of the several roads, besides passing an act to build the 
State road as a main trunk between the Chattahoochee and the Tennessee. 
The language of the act authorized the " construction of a railroad from the 
Tennessee line, near the Tennessee River, to the southwestern bank of the 
Chattahoochee River, at a point most eligible for the running of branch roads, 
thence to Athens, Madison, Milledgeville, Forsyth and Columbus." The fol- 
lowing year Stephen H. Long, as the engineer-in-chief of the proposed road, 
established its .eastern terminus seven miles east of the Chattahoochee, near 
the spot where the Union passenger depot now stands. Mr. Long's construc- 
tion of the language of the act quoted above led him to believe that this point 
was the most eligible for the meeting of the several roads under construction, 
and for the building of branch roads. In this decision he was, as a matter 
of course, controlled by the fact that the three mountain ridges intersecting 
here offered natural advantages for the construction of iron highways incom- 
parably superior to any that could have been secured if the terminus had been 
located on the southwestern bank of the river. 

While these big enterprises were being conducted principally on paper, in 
the Legislature, and in conventions, Mr. Hardy Ivy was the solitary occupant 
of the site of the future city. Scattered throughout the neighborhood were a 
few settlers, but they were as a rule poor people, living in log cabins with dirt 
floors, and enjoying few of the comforts and none of the luxuries of life. In 
1839, however, Mr. John Thrasher appeared upon the scene and erected a 
second house. In the course of the three following years several families 
moved to the place, and became the customers of Mr. Thrasher, who had 
opened a store with a partner, the style of the firm being Johnson & Thrasher. 
This was the first store at  "Terminus," as the little settlement was called by 
common consent. At  the end of 1842 there were only about half a dozen 
dwellings, occupied by as many families. The State road had progressed as 
far as Marietta, and its chief engineer had built at  this end of the line not far 
from the present Union depot, the first two-story framed house, for the use of 
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the officers of the road. This building was removed years ago, but it is still 
standing on Peter's street, facing the side of Trinity Church. The railroad 
work brought gangs of laborers, but no settlers. U p  to this time the outlook 
was not promising. Mr. Thrasher, although he had no competition in busi- 
ness, lost faith in the place and moved to Griffin, and others made their way 
to Decatur and Marietta. In 1842 the first child was born in " Terminus." 
The father was Mr. W. Carlisle, and the child, a daughter, still resides here as 
as the wife of Mr. W. S. Withers. 

If there was little progress in population, the community was nevertheless 
advancing in other respects. The State road needed an engine to run be- 
tween Atlanta and Marietta, and the first one ever seen by the inhabitants of 
" Terminus," was shipped from Madison. There was then no railroad from 
that town, and the engine, with great labor, was placed on the stoutest wagon 
that could be constructed. I t  was then drawn all the way, some sixty miles, 
by sixteen mules. For the first time in our history a crowd gathered here, 
but it was composed of several hundred residents of Decatur and the surround- 
ing country who came here to do honor to the occasion. A s  soon as a box 
car could be procured from Milledgeville, the engine and car made a trip to  
Marietta on December 24, 1842. Mr. W. F. Adair, the engineer, is now, or  
was a short time since, residing a t  New Holland Springs. 

Two years later the situation had changed but little. Mr. Jonathan Nor- 
cross arrived in 1844. He found here at the time Major Stephen Terry, 
James Collins, William Kile, sr., William, Crawford, Joseph Thomason, A. B. 
Forsyth, Hardy Ivy, Harrison Briant and Messrs. Dunn and Gill. In a short 
time Dr. George G. Smith and James Loyd moved to the settlement. The  
dozen or so houses were mere cabins, with the exception of the dwellings oc- 
cupied by Messrs. Terry and Collins, which were well built and comfortable. 
There were no streets, and the roads known as Peachtree, Decatur, Marietta, 
McDonough and Whitehall were the only highways. Where the Kimball 
House now stands there was nothing but the virgin forest. The only store 
was kept by Loyd & C o l l i n s; but Kile soon opened a grocery, Dunn started a 
bonnet store and Mr. Norcross followed with a general store. About this 
time John Thrasher returned. H e  had heard that the place was looking up, 
and he resolved to give it another trial. Mr. Norcross started a saw-mill, and 
had all that he could do sawing cross ties and string timbers for the State 
road. It was not many months before he built a house for himself on the 'site 
of the present Air Line depot. 

Even a t  that early day trade was brisk. The inhabitants could not sup- 
port the stores, but wagons came from every direction bringing all the prod- 
ucts of the soil, which were bartered for the common necessaries of life. A s  
early as 1842 a real estate auction was held, and the auctioneer, Mr. Fred. 
Arms, sold three subdivisions of the famous Mitchell lot to Mr. David Dough- 
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erty, Mr. Wash. Collier and himself. The lot purchased by Mr. Collier, a t  the 
northeast junction of Fine and Decatur streets with Peachtree, is still owned 
by that gentleman. 

A t  the period described in this chapter the handful of settlers at " Termi- 
nus " managed to dwell together in peace and harmony. In the nature of 
things there could be little competition, little rivalry among them, and it was 
to their interest to stand by each other. Their wants were few and simple, 
and what one man lacked was willingly supplied by his neighbor. Yet these 
people, homogeneous as they were, did not all come from the same locality, 
They were from different parts of the State, and from other States, but in all 
essential characteristics they were Georgians. While treating this branch of 
our subject it may not be out of place to quote from that admirable work, 
" The Commonwealth of Georgia." Speaking of the origin and characteristics 
of our white population, the author says : 

" Several centuries ago the revolutions of European governments, the re- 
ligious reformations and persecutions, and wholesale proscriptions and expa- 
triations of large communities of people, resulted in the crystallization of kin- 
dred elements of blood, religious beliefs and political creeds, through the me- 
dium of commonsympathy and a common cause into certain definite types of 
civilization. Among these consolidations of certain offshoots of the same 
original, none has resulted in a more homogeneous compound than that of the 
Anglo-Saxon. Without going into the history of this race, it being unneces- 
sary to our purpose, it is sufficient to point with the just pride of an individual 
member, to the achievements in art, science, philosophy, literature, morals, ter- 
ritorial development, and last, though not least, in fulfilling the scriptural injunc- 
tion, ' to increase, multiply and replenish the earth,' that have characterized 
the history of the English race since the days of the Norman Conquest. 

" 'To this great race Georgia owes her origin as a commonweal thand as a 
people. With a moderate admixture of Scotch and Irish immigrants, the col- 
ony of Georgia began its career in the year 1732. Fresh installments of colo- 
nists in limited numbers, followed the first brave settlers under General Ogle- 
thorpe, the social character and standing increasing, perhaps, with successive 
arrivals. I n  the mean time, as the natural advantages of the infant colony be- 
came manifest, immigrants from the older colonies, eastwat-d-Virginia and the 
Carolinas-began to arrive within the borders of Georgia, whose territory then 
stretched westward to the Mississippi River. Immediately following the 
American Revolution, which resulted in the separation of the original colonies 
from Old England, the movement of population became more and more de- 
cided, until i t  finally became a tidal wave of restless immigrants seeking homes 
in the then West. In obedience to natural laws, this movement followed, 
more or less closely, the parallels of latitude. Georgia was then the extreme 
southwestern State of the Federal Union. There being no mountain chains 
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30 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

o r  other impediments to the easy progress of the pioneer between Georgia and 
the States east and northeast, a larger percentage of inter- State immigration 
than would have otherwise occurred, was diverted from the lines of latitude, 
and the State became the new home of thousands of the hardy sons of Mary- 
land, Virginia and the Carolinas. The original colonial population of these 
States differed little from that of Georgia, being, perhaps. of a little higher so- 
cial origin. The infusion was a decided benefit. The aristocratic blood of 
Maryland and Virginia, and the impulsive, independent, liberty-loving stream 
from the Carolinas, mingled harmoniously with the more recent stream from 
the old country, and readily combined to form the life-blood of the typical 
Georgian. We say typical ; yet the population of the mountain section of the  
State appears radically different from that of the coast region. This difference, 
however, is due more to the results of culture and leisure ' that comparative 
wealth renders possible, than to any inherent or original differences. The pop- 
ulation of Northeast Georgia is largely. made up of immigrants and their de- 
scendants from the mountain regions of the States lying eastward. These, in 
their turn, had an unusual sprinkling of Scotch blood, due to another natural 
law that impels emigrants from an older country to seek the counterpart of 
their own familiar mountains, dales or plains, as the case may be, in the E l  
Dorado of their future. The rough, hardy Scotch, inured to hardship, accus- 
tomed to their cold mountain springs and clear streams of water, upon land- 
ing on the coast regions of the Old Dominion and the Old North State, would 
naturally seek the Piedmont region. From thence, along the valleys, they 
have crossed over into Georgia, still finding a congenial home and a thousand 
reminders of bonny Scotland. Thus the people of Northeast Georgia are 
largely of Scotch descent, as is otherwise indicated by the prevalence of the 
prefix, ' Mac.' 

" Northwest Georgia has received considerable accessions of population, 
by way of reflex, from East Tennessee, whose rich valleys extend into the 
northwestern counties of Georgia. Many of these were also of Scotch descent. 
The  seacoast counties, on the other hand, received their principal accessions of 
population from a class who were blessed with more wealth and corresponding 
culture-a class more strongly wedded to the traditions of England and France. 

. . . Middle Georgia, the most densely populated section of the State, 
the western portion of Southeast Georgia, and the eastern portion of East 
Georgia, comprise a population whose characteristics are a mean between ex- 
tremes. The average Middle Georgian is the average Georgian, and gives 
character to the people at large. 

" Finally, as regards origin, the present white population of Georgia is pre- 
eminently of British extraction, being descended from the original English
colonists and immigrants from the States eastward, themselves of equally pure 
English stock. The infusion of blood, foreign to English veins, has never 
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been sufficient to make any decided impression on the original stock, except 
in very confined localities. If all the sources could be blended equally and 
uniformly throughout the whole population, the result would be practically 
pure English, so slight would be the effect of other blood. 

"The characteristics of the people of Georgia are not essentially different 
from those of the people of Virginia, from whence the most controlling influ- 
ence in our civilization was derived. Middle Georgia, especially, is Virginian 
in modes of life, speech and manners. In common with her sister States o f  
the Old South, the ruling class have been the wealthy slave-owners and 
others in full sympathy with them Wealth furnishes facilities for mental and 
social culture and leisure for the study of politics. . . . . Georgians are 
noted for open hospitality, their kindly welcome to strangers, their chivalric 
devotion to the weaker sex, and their love of law and order. They also mani- 
fest a somewhat peculiar independence and conservatism of thought and action. 
There has been but little of bossism in her politics, fanaticism in her religion 
and morals, or communi smamong her laboring classes." 

The settlers who had bravely undertaken to  build a town in the woods 
possessed the characteristics above described, and much that is said concern- 
ing the origin of our population is applicable t o  them. It should be stated, 
however, that the State has received two noteworthy streams of immigration, 
one from Pennsylvania and one from New England. These immigrants a t  
once mingled with the great mass of our people, and their descendants became 
typical Georgians. 

From 1844 to 1850 quite a number of settlers came in. Among some of 
the best known were Jonas Smith, Allen E. Johnson, I. 0. McDaniel, A. W. 
Mitchell, Eli Hulsey, Terence Doonan, L. C. Simpson, John Collier, George 
W. Collier, Dr. Joseph Thompson, Reuben Cone, J. A. Hayden, Edwin Payne, 
James Loyd, Dr. N. L. Angier, William Herring, Edward Holland, John A. 
Doane,'william G. Forsyth, Thomas Kile, Jacob Johnson, Rev. Joseph Raker, 
A. K. Seago, John R. Wallace, John Silvey, S. B. Hoyt, Dr. J. F. Alexander, 
Haas and, Levi, Rev. David G. Daniel, John Weaver, Joseph Meade, A. W. 
Walton, Richard Peters, L. P. Grant, Thomas G. Healy, Thomas G. Crusselle, 
Moses Formwalt, Benjamin F. Bomar, Z A. Rice, and Messrs. Mann, Davis, 
Morgan, Trout, Roark, Bell, Humphries, Wheat, Haynes and Crew. Besides 
there were H. C. Holcombe, C. R. Hanleiter, Dr. W. H. Femerden, R. W, 
Ballard, E. Lawshe and James A. Collins. L. C. Simpson, was the first law- 
yer, and S. B. Hoyt and John T:Wilson studied law in his office. 

Mr. Jonathan Norcross, in giving his recollections of these early years t o  
the writer, said that when he settled in the place, in 1844, he found about a 
dozen families. Some eight or ten acres of ground had been cleared, besides 
the public square of five acres, donated by Mitchell for railroad purposes. 
Five commissioners had been elected under an act of the Legislature, but they 

Courtesy of gAd @ 
http://www.gagenweb.org
(C) 2005 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED27 9/11/2005.



exercised little authority, except to levy a light road tax. The four main 
streets, Marietta, Peachtree, Decatur and Whitehall, were laid out and named 
by the original landowners, Reuben Cone, Ammi Wllliams and Samuel 
Mitchell, none of whom were then residents of the place. Most of the people 
at that time were unemployed railroad hands, and as there were several dram- 
shops and gambling-rooms in the village, considerable disorder prevailed for 
some five or six years. 

The famous insurrection occurred at  the end of this disorderly period. In 
1850 the population had increased to about 3,000, and there were some fifty 
stores, nearly all of which dealt in whisky. In the latter part of that year Mr. 
Norcross was nominated by a citizens' meeting as a candidate for mayor. His 
opponent was L. C. Simpson, the lawyer. The two parties assumed the 
names of the " Moral Party " and the " Rowdy Party," the latter party sup- 
porting Simpson. The campaign was heated, and there was great excitement. 
Norcross treated his supporters to apples and confectionery, while his oppo- 
nent treated his friends to whisky and other strong beverages. The " Moral 
Party" carried the day for the first time, although the city charter had been 
granted as far back as 1847. 

Mayor Norcross found his hands full. He was not only mayor, hut chief 
of police and superintendent of the streets. He held a m a y o r ' scourt and 
tried all violators of the municipal laws. The first offender brought before the 
new mayor was a burly fellow, who had probably committed his offense to try 
the grit of the new official. The city government then had its headquarters in 
a room over the place now occupied by tbe large dry goods store of Mr. John 
Keely. The room was crowded with spectators. The prisoner stood his trial 
very quietly, but as soon at it was over, and a fine was imposed, he drew a 
keen blade of polished steel, fifteen or twenty inches long, and swore that he 
would make mince-meat of any man who dared to touch him. He com- 
rnenced slashing in every direction, and the crowd plunged down the narrow 
stairway like a drove of frightened mules. The mayor was sitting in an old- 
fashioned splint-bottomed chair when the disturbance started, but he quickly 
arose and seized his chair as a weapon of defense. Among the spectators who 
stood their ground were Allen E. Johnson, then sheriff of the county; C. H. 
Strong, now clerk of Fulton Superior Court; William McConnell ; and Ben- 
jamin N. Williford, marshal and deputy marshal of the city. All but the first 
named are still living in Atlanta a t  present. Sheriff Johnson usually carried 
a stout hickory cane. With this he soon tapped the hand that held the glit- 
tering blade, knocking the weapon to the floor. Johnson and Strong then 
seized the offender and hustled him into the street, where he made his escape. 
This ended the fray for the night, for it was after dark when the trial took 
place. 

A night or two thereafter the rowdy l e a d e r sprocured a small cannon,
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which had been used at  Decatur on the Fourth of July and other holidays. 
This they mounted on wheels in front of Mayor Norcross's store, and then 
loaded it with dirt and grass and fired it off. They left it where it stood, and 
gave notice that the mayor must either resign and leave town, or they would 
blow up his store. The mayor at once called a secret meeting of the council, 
five in number, and a proclamation was issued calling upon the citizens to form 
a volunteer police to aid in securing the enforcement of the laws. The party 
of law and order responded, and over one hundred determined men met to- 
gether at the corner of Marietta and Peachtree streets, armed and equipped 
for a fight. Most of them expected bloodshed, and the younger men were 
eager for the row to begin. The rowdy party also assembled in large num- 
bers at a house on Decatur street, near where the Willingham building now 
stands. 

By twelve o'clock that night the volunteer police was organized into 
squads, commanded by leaders appointed by the mayor and council. One 
squad, the largest, was under the leadership of Mr. A. W. Mitchell, who is 
still living, a prominent and highly respected citizen of Atlanta. This squad 
was detailed to move upon the rowdy headquarters, and as soon as it com- 
menced its march, the rowdy element began to scatter, and by the time 
Mitchell and his men had surrounded the house all had fled except fifteen or 
twenty. These were captured and conducted to the small wooden calaboose, 
which then stood on or near the 'site of P. & G. T. Dodd's warehouse and 
store. As the place would not hold all of the prisoners, only the leaders were 
locked up. The building was guarded until the next day, when they were 
brought before the mayor and council for trial, and fined to the extent per- 
mitted by the charter. As the backbone of the rowdy party was considered 
broken, none of the rioters were sent to jail at Decatur. There was then no 
county of Fulton, and no jail in Atlanta. After this no serious trouble oc- 
curred, although ugly threats were made against the mayor and council re- 
peatedly for several years. But the rowdies had been taught a lesson, and 
from that day down to the present time, with the exception of the war period, 
there has never been an occasion when the city authorities did not preserve 
good order and peace without having to call for extra assistance. 

5 
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CHAPTER V. 

TERMINUS," MARTHASVILLE A N D ATLANTA. 

T H E  inhabitants of " Terminus " were not sufficiently numerous in the early 
days of the settlement to justify the erection of a church. They could 

not well afford the expense of supporting a regular pastor, and as they be- 
longed to various denominations, such a thing was not practicable. There 
was a demand, however, for religious services, and the framed building, used 
by  the State road for its headquarters. was utilized for that purpose. Preachers 
were difficult to secure, but occasionally one visited the settlement, and when 
nothing better could be done, some layman was selected to read a lesson from 
the Scriptures, and "exhort" the little congregation. . 

The tract of land on which the State road erected this building has fig- 
ured in more than one noble legal fight, and the earliest deserves more than 
a passing notice. The facts in the case, according to the recollection of the 
late Mr. I. 0. McDaniel, the father of Governor McDaniel, were substantially 
as follows : In one of the land lotteries, a man named Beckman drew the land 
lot on which a large part of the center of Atlanta has since been built. A t  
the time of the drawing, Beckman was living with a Mr. Mitchell on Cedar 
Creek, in Putnam county. Before the drawing took place Mitchell purchased 
Beckman's chance. So the lot, when it was drawn by Beckman, virtually be- 
longed to Mitchell. I t  was necessary only for Beckman to make a deed to 
Mitchell to perfect the title. When the southern terminus of the State road 
was located on this lot, at that time a part of De Kalb county, the governor of 
Georgia proposed to buy a certain number of acres for the site of the railroad 
buildings. Negotiations were opened with Mitchell, but he was not willing to 
sell any considerable portion of his land. He, however, donated to the State, 
through the governor, all that was required for the purpose mentioned. 

In  the meantime, Mitchell laid off the lot in streets and town lots, and it 
was not long before most of the lots found purchasers. A little later the pur- 
chasers were astounded'to learn that the entire Mitchell tract had been adver- 
tised for sale by Allen E. Johnson, acting as administrator of the estate of 
Beckman. Upon investigation it was ascertained that a few of the owners of 
town lots on this tract, with Johnson as their leader, had discovered that 
Mitchell had only a copy of a deed from Beckman. They took the position 
that Beckman died before the lottery drawing, and consequently could not 
have made Mitchell a lawfuldeed. Mitchell insisted that his deed was valid. 
He claimed that when Beckman gave it to him he had a copy made, and then 
the original was forwarded to Decatur, where it w a sburned in the court-house, 
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when that building, with all its records and papers, was destroyed by fire. In 
this state of affairs, the most important question was the date of Beckman's 
death. The citizens interested in the matter held a meeting, and Messrs. I. 0. 
McDaniel and A. W. Mitchell were appointed a committee to investigate. 
These two gentlemen visited Putnam county. They went straight to Beck- 
man's neighborhood and began to canvass from house to house in search of 
information. They called on family after family, but could find no one who 
recollected with real certainty the date of Beckman's death. At last a man 
was found who recollected teaching school in the neighborhood in a certain 
year. He said that in going from his home to the school house he had to 
cross Cedar Creek, and pass a building then in course of erection. Beckman 
was then living, and was at work as a carpenter on the building. He also 
recollected that a bridge was then being built across the creek at the same 
time. Messrs. McDaniel and Mitchell then went to Eatonton, the county seat, 
and inspected the records. The papers showed plainly enough that the bridge 
was built in the year ment ionedby their informant, which happened to be the 
year after the lottery drawing. The two committeemen, armed with these 
facts, returned home and made their report. 

After hearing the result of the investigation, the citizens interested deter- 
mined to resist, in every lawful way, the sale of the tract on which their lots 
were located. The party of citizens favoring the sale declared that there was 
no intention on their part to interfere with the lots already sold to  innocent 
purchasers. They claimed that they merely desired to secure possession of all 
that portion of the land which had not been sold by Mitchell'sagent, The 
party opposing the sale did not feel satisfied with these representations, and they 
insisted that they would consent to nothing that would throw the shadow of 
a doubt over their titles. When the advertised day of sale arrived, nearly 
every man in the village went to Decatur, where a very large crowd had as- 
sembled in front of the court- house. Intense and bitter feeling ruled the hour, 
one party, the minority, being determined to press the sale, and the other 
party, the majority, being equally determined to prevent it. As Mitchell had 
died sometime before, an attorney was present to represent his estate. The 
opponents of the sale selected Mr. Thomas G. Crusselle, who is still residing 
in Atlanta, to bid for them. He was instructed to continue bidding, regard- 
less of the amount, until the close of sale hours. At  the appointed hour Mr. 
Johnson, Beckman's administrator, who was also the sheriff of the county, as- 
cended the court house steps and opened the sale. The first bid was made 
by a mernber of the sale party. Mr. Crusselle responded promptly, and for 
some time the bidding was lively. Now and then it would be interrupted by 
an outburst of indignation by the owner of one of the lots in dispute, who 
found himself growing angry at the prospect of losing his property in what 
seemed to  him an unrighteous manner. When Mr. Crusselle reached the bid 
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of $25,000. he turned to the crowd and humorously remarked that it would 
take all of his yellow cotton to pay that sum. The bidding went on until near 
the close of sale hours. At this time a general row appeared to be imminent. 
The crowd surged to and fro. Men swore and drew their weapons, and a blow 
would have resulted in a battle. Several prudent citizens urged Johnson to 
postpone the sale, and in the interval try to compromise the matter or have an 
amicable lawsuit over it. Johnson consulted with his lawyer. They saw that 
the outlook was not promising. There stood Crusselle ready to bid on until 
it would be  too late to effect a sale, and behind him stood a crowd ready, if 
provoked, to engage in a general fight. The result of the consultation was a 
compromise. The heirs of the Mitchell estate gave the opposite side two 
acres, located in what is now the central part of the city, with a few hundred 
dollars to pay the expenses of the proceedings. Then the land was regularly 
sold by Johnson as administrator, and was knocked down to  the Mitchell heirs, 
who received a regular deed from Johnson, the nominal or real administrator, 
as the case may be, upon the estate of Beckman. 

When the name of "Terminus" was first applied to the settlement, few 
people believed that there was any probability of building up a town. The 
country people heard the railroad men speak of the terminus of the State road, 
and they at once began to call the place by that name. After the lapse of 
several years, however, the ten or twelve families in the hamlet felt that it was 
time for them to advertise their progress. They therefore, in 1843, applied to 
the General Assembly for a charter, and on the 23d of December the place 
was incorporated as a town, under the name of Marthasville, in honor of the 
daughter of ex-Governor Wilson Lumpkin, a statesman, who had done much 
for the railroad interests of Georgia, and who had occupied the executive 
chair during the early history of the village. So " Terminus " blossomed into 
Marthasville, and with two stores, a saw-mill, and a railroad office, the little 
community took a fresh start, with increased confidence and courage. 

In 1845 the first newspaper made its appearance. I t  was a small weekly 
of four pages. The L u m i n a r ywas the name of this adventurous journal, and 
its editor, the Rev. Joseph Raker, was a well-known and highly esteemed Bap-
tist minister, who, during his lifetime, was connected in an editorial capacity 
with various publications of a religious and secular character. In this year, 
also, the Georgia Railroad was completed, and trains began running through 
from Augusta. A t  that time some of the more conservative communities re- 
garded railroads unfavorably. They were ready to reluctantly admit that they 
might be necessary, but after all they were necessary evils, and their place was 
in the background Decatur and several other towns were controlled by this 
feeling to-such an extent that they forced the Georgia Railroad to run its track 
at some distance from them. Marthasville, it is needless to say, adopted a 
very different policy. I t  welcomed the road, and gladly saw its track stretched 
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through the very centre of the village. Towards the close of the day, on the 
I 5th of September, 1845, the first through train from Augusta made its ap- 
pearance, bearing the Hon. John P. King, the president of the road, a number 
of invited guests, and many passengers. A tremendous crowd of people, who 
had come a long distance to see the sight, had gathered, and when Judge King 
stepped from the train the darkness and confusion of the occasion caused him 
to narrowly escape walking into an open well. Fortunately he was checked 
in time, but one of the spectators fell in and was drowned. 

Naturally the people were jubilant over the opening of communicationby 
rail with Augusta. Long before the construction of the road the inhabitants 
of this part of Georgia had conducted a busy wagon trade with Augusta. 
They sent their cotton and other products there, and in return received groc- 
eries and dry goods. This slow mode of transportation consumed a great deal 
of valuable time. I t  took about a week for a wagon to go from here to Au- 
gusta, and as long to make the return trip. Then, too, the wagoner, as a rule, 
spent two or three days, and perhaps a week, enjoying the gayeties of city 
life. The advent of the iron horse changed all this, and men who had been 
accustomed to the old state of affairs could hardly believe their eyes. The 
cheapness and convenience of steam transportation, and its rapidity, bewildered 
them. One class viewed the changewith marked disapprobation. The wag- 
oners who made a business of the traffic between the up country and Augusta 
were loud and emphatic in their complaints. They declared that the country 
was going to the devil. They claimed that the railroad not only ruined their 
business, but it threw many other people out of work. When transportation 
was slow, difficult and costly, necessity drove the country people to support a 
rude order of home manufactures. In every little village there was a wagon 
shop, and a number of workmen who made saddles, harness, boots and shoes, 
hats, chairs, bedsteads, and various other useful articles. With the building of 
the railroad most of these small home manufactures disappeared. I t  was more 
satisfactory to send to Augusta for such things than it was to pay the same 
price for a rough home-made article. 

About this time the citizens of Marthasville came to the conclusion that 
their religious needs had outgrown the little railroad office. They willingly 
clubbed together and built a small house to be used both as a church and a 
school. The building was situated between Peachtree and Houston streets, 
northeast of the present First Methodist Church. The first sermon was 
preached, it is said, by the Rev. J. S. Wilson, who in after years was the pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church. Of this eventful period Colonel E. Y. 
Clarke, the earliest historian of Atlanta, writes as follows : 

" The year 1846 ushered in the third great railroad event in the career of 
Marthasville. This was the arrival of a train from Macon, on the Macon and 
'Western Railroad, which had just been completed. I t  was intended at  first to 
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build the depot of this road near the present roundhouse of the Western and 
Atlantic Railroad, and hence the embankment by the mineral spring was 
known as the ' Monroe Road,' that being the name of the Macon and Western 
before it changed hands. This intention of the management occasioned great 
excitement in the village. Those who had settled near the present passenger 
depot became alarmed, for fear that the junction of the two roads would be- 
come the business centre of the future town. Hence they determined to in- 
duce the president of the Macon road to abandon the original purpose, and 

' make the junction and depot near the terminus of the State road or present 
passenger depot. To  do this Mitchell offered ground for the depot, and i t  
was accepted. This was a tu rn ingpoint in the affairs of Marthasville, and 
fixed the location of the coming city ; but it proved an overturning point for 
some of its people, among whom was ' Cousin' John Thrasher, who had 
bought one hundred acres in the vicinity of the first proposed depot of the 
Macon road, but sold out in disgust, and at half cost, upon learning the change 
of base. The property, of which he thus disposed at four dollars per acre, he 
lives to see worth at least half a million. The complet ionof the Macon and 
Western road was the occasion of the first mass meeting of which we have 
any record, and among the speakers were Daniel Floyd and Mark A Cooper. 
Three more newspapers made their appearance : The Democrat, by Dr. W. H. 
Fernerden ; The Enterprise,by Royal & Yarborough, and The S o u t h e r n Mis-
ceLln?zy, by C. R. Hanleiter. They were all short-lived. I t  is not surprising 
that the villagers, buoyed up under the influence of recent events, began to 
feel too large for a village incorporation, and about this time an effort was 
made to obtain a charter for a city. The effort failed, however, through the 
opposition of less ambitious citizens, who employed a lawyer to break it down. 
But in the following year, 1847, the attempt was successful, and a charter was 
obtained. In the mean time there was considerable progress, and the popula- 
tion probably reached, or exceeded, three hundred, according to the estimate 
of Mr. H. C. Holcombe and others, with whom the writer has conversed. A 
Methodist quarterly meeting was held under a cotton shed, there being no 
building large enough for it. The Baptists began the building of a church edi- 
fice ; Messrs. I. 0. & P. E. McDaniel built the first block of brick stores, the 
only other brick buildings being the Atlanta Hotel, erected by the Georgia 
Railroad, the preceding year, and the railroad depots. Atlanta Lodge No. 59, 
of Masons, organized April 13 ; Mount Zion Chapter No. 16, was chartered 
May 3. There were other evidences of coming municipal greatness, among 
which might be mentioned the appearance of the razor-strop man, who could 
be seen daily crying his wares from the top of a stump, near the present corner 
of Alabama and Whitehall streets. Despite all these prosperous indications, 
there were few who had any faith in the future of the town. Colonel Long, 
the chief engineer of the Georgia Railroad, thought Atlanta would never. be 
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more than a wood station, and made all his investments in Marietta. He ex- 
pressed the opinion, according to Judge J. A. Hayden, that Atlanta, after the 
completion of the various railroads, would consist of a cross-roads store and a 
blacksmith shop. Partly to this want of confidence, and of the failure to se- 
cure the proposed charter providing for commissioners to lay out streets, is due 
the irregularity of our street system, everybody building where he pleased, 
without reference to any plan. But there were a few men who did believe in 
a prosperous future. Among them was Colonel L. P. Grant, then attached to 
the engineer corps of the Georgia Railroad. About this time, also, the great 
John C. Calhoun, in passing through the town, prophesied that it would be- 
come the largest interior city in the South. A few years later this same far- 
seeing statesman urged upon ex-Governor Joseph E. Brown, then stopping in 
Washington on his way home from college, the propriety of making the ern- 
bryo city his home; but the ex-governor's vision was not then so long as 
now." 

Toward the close of the Marthasville period the town was laid out, accord- 
ing to Colonel 2. A. Rice, about as follows: There were four roads-Peach- 
tree, running in from Poachtree Creek ; Marietta, coming from the town of 
that name ; Whitehall, named from a large white house which stood at  its ter- 
minus in West End, and Decatur, connecting with that town. These roads 
met where the artesian well now stands, and the junction was known as " the 
cross roads." Whitehall road then extended to the Decatur and Marietta 
roads, instead of terminating at the railroad. On the northwest corner of this 
junction stood a grocery store, kept by a man named Kile ; on the northeast 
corner was Mr. Wash. Collier's grocery, containing the post-office ; the south- 
west corner was known as " Norcross's Corner," and on it stood a general store 
owned by Jonathan Norcross. The southeast corner was vacant. The lot on 
which the Atlanta Hotel stood was not far from this corner. The hotel was a 
brick building of two stories, and the lot on which it stood is now the site of 
the Kimball House. Pryor street comnlenced on the north side of Decatur, 
and ran out to the woods, some three or four hundred yards away. Ivy 
and Butler streets were scarcely recognizable as streets, as in that part 
of the town the forest had not been cleared away. Broad street com- 
menced at  Marietta and ran northward to the woods. Alabama street was 
a mere country road. The depot or car shed stood opposite the hotel, 
and stretched across the ground through which Pryor street now runs. A 
little to the northward stood the Central Railroad freight depot, and a short 
distance off on the south side were the Georgia Railroad shops and a turn-table. 
The block fronting the Kimball House at that time ran back to Loyd street, 
and was vacant, with the exception of the Western and Atlantic freight depot 
which faced Decatur street on the corner of Loyd, and a railroad track which 
ran across the lot to the depot. I t  was in the middle of this lot that the Fill- 
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more pole was raised during a memorable political campaign, and the ground 
was sometimes used by circuses. On the lot now occupied by the Markham 
House, facing Loyd street, was the Washington Hall, a hotel kept first by 
James Loyd, and afterwards by Rice & Holcombe. Next to this stood Rob- 
ert Clarke's grocery store. Back of the post-office, on the corner of Decatur 
and Peachtree, was a bar-room, a tin shop kept by Moses Founwalt-the first 
manufacturing enterprise of the kind in the place-and several grocery stores. 
Alabama street had a store or two, but there was nothing more. On the cor- 
ner of Broad and Marietta was a cotton warehouse owned by Colonel Rice's 
father. 

Nobody predicted that Marthasville would ever be a great city, and real 
estate commanded low prices. The Inman lot, on the southwest corner of' 
Forsyth and Mitchell streets, then contained four acres, and extended t o  the 
railroad. Judge John Collier offered seventy-five dollars an acre for it, and 
was about to complete the purchase when the owner demanded eighty dollars 
an acre. The judge thereupon declined to buy. The place is now easily 
worth about $40,000. 

In the spring of 1884 a banquet was given by Mr. D. N. Sloan, of the Na- 
tional Hotel, to the old settlers. In the course of the speeches delivered on 
that occasion it was stated that Mr. Sloan was the first telegraph operator in 
the place, and Captain Evan P. Howell was the first telegraph messenger. 

Mr. Lewis H. Clarke said : " IVhen I first came here it was a thicket-all 
woods. We had to haul goods in wagons from Madison. That was the 
spring of 1844. On the first day of April of that year I was clerking for Col- 
lins & Loyd, who had opened a brand new store. I t  was the first store ever 
opened here. That night Painter Smith, A. I3. Forsyth, Hack & Bryant, and 
several others, who made up the sum and substance of the town, serenaded u s  
with tin pans and horns. In the fall we hauled our goods from Social Circle. 
In the spring of 1845 we hauled them from Covington. When the first train 
arrived I was assistant postmaster with Mr. F. C. Orme, who, when he re- 
signed, suggested Atlanta as a good name for the place." 

Mr. Thomas G. Cruselle said : "When I came here there was no town. 
About I 840 we built a log cabin near where the car shed stands. In  1843 w e  
moved a story-and-a-half house from Roltonville, on two freight cars, and I 
rode on top of the cars across the Chattahoochee River. I thought that it was 
about the highest ride I had ever had. The following year Bob Clarke came 
here and we serenaded him with tin pans, when he opened his store. We had 
a habit then, in election times, of gathering the voters in the biggest room in 
town, and keeping them there all night. On election morning we marched 
them to the polls to vote. We were all Democrats then until the Know-Noth- 
i n g  c a me along. Some of us went with them, but we all got back to the old 
party again." 
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Mr. I. 0. McDaniel said that he remembered seeing, in 1845, the shanties 
here that were built of the slabs turned out by Norcross's saw-mill. In 1847 
he erected some buildings here. In 1848 he moved to the place. In the early 
city councils he was chairman of the Committee on Streets, and he recollected 
that, in 1849, when he asked for an appropriation for the streets, he fixed the 
entire amount needed at $600. The total expenses that year for the town 
were $1,400. 

Colonel L. P. Grant said : " I was one of the party which located the line 
of the Georgia Railroad to Atlanta, in 1840. Work was suspended on ac- 
count of financial trouble, and I went to the Central Railroad. I returned, 
however, in 1843, and revised the location of the Georgia road. We com- 
menced grading the road in 1843, and from that time to the present I have 
been connected with Atlanta." 

Mr. David Mayer said that he came to the place in 1847, with a stock of 
goods, but could not find any town. He saw only a few shanties, and becom- 
ing discouraged shipped his goods away. A year later he returned to stay. 

The Atlanta Jour?zaZ of December I 5 ,  I 883, contained an interesting ac- 
.count of the completion of the Georgia Rai!road. The sketch, among other 
matters, contained the following: 

" The completion of the first railroad was a great epoch in the history of 
this town, which was called at that time Marthasville. Before this, however, 
the Western and Atlantic was slowly working its way to the town, and at that 
time was in working condition about as far as Marietta, may be a little further. 
These, however, were not sufficient for carrying on the commerce of the town, 
small as it was. In 1845 Marthasville was too small to be called a village. 
The four, now principal, streets of the city were then straggling country roads, 
and the only clearing of any importance was right at their junction. Only 
about twelve or fourteen families resided here, and the entire population was 
estimated to be about one hundred souls. The dwellings were mostly log cab- 
ins, such as to-day may be seen on the frontier in the West. On the south- 
west corner of Marietta and Peachtree streets stood a small grocery store, 
owned by Jonathan Norcross ; fronting this stood Kile's grocery store, and 
down near where the Markham House now stands was a grocery store kept by 
Collins & Loyd. In the rear of the Republic block, on Pryor street, stood a 
two-story frame building which was used by the officers of the Western and 
Atlantic railroad. On Peachtree street, near the site of the First Methodist 
Church, stood a small, wooden building, used as a school-house, church and 
public hall. These were the most notable features of that time. On the I 5th 
of September, 1845, the Georgia Railroad was completed to  Augusta, and the 
first through train came to Marthasville, bearing Judge John P. King, the pres- 
ident of the road, and several other railway magnates and distinguished per- 
sons. The scene in the neighborhood of the depot can better be imagined 
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than described. Almost the whole population were present, and the wildest- 
excitement prevailed. Farmers in the country, for forty miles around, had 
heard of the advent of the iron horse, for days, and when the time arrived they 
were on hand in force. Some came in one-ox carts, with their families, and 
from the supply of provisions which they brought it was evident that they in- 
tended to have a jubilee. Atlanta has had bigger crowds, but never one so. 
wild and delirious with. excitement. The locomotive was eagerly inspected, 
the cars were examined inside and out, the engineer and fireman were inter- 
viewed, the conductor was looked upon as a hero, the president of the roa& 
and the other distinguished gentlemen were heartily welcomed. The  enthusi- 
asm of the people knew no bounds, and in accordance with the times a mass 
meeting was held. The place chosen was about a half a mile northwest of the 
depot, Walton Spring. The names of the speakers have not been handed 
down to this generation, but among them was Colonel John M. Clark, the father 
of our well-known fellow citizen, Colonel E. Y. Clarke. An  old gentleman who, 
was present at this meeting informed the writer that the address was a master- 
piece of eloquence and created tremendous enthusiasm. The speaker pic- 
tured, in a prophetic way, the future of Atlanta, dwelt upon the importance of 
commercial facilities, and speaking of the Georgia road, said, that its comple- 
tion had ' tied the ocean to the hills.' 

"With a railroad t o  Augusta, Marthasville began to  grow rapidly. Such 
men as Jonathan Norcross, James Collins, Dr. George G. Smith, A. P. Forsyth,. 
Joseph Thomason, Thomas Kile, William Kile, the Joys, David Dougherty, 
Wash. Collier. " Cousin " John Thrasher, the McDaniels, Colonel L. P. Grant, 
Judge Hayden, and others, began to put forth their best efforts to  build up, 
the town and raise it to a condition of law and order. The attention of capi- 
talists and speculators was drawn to the place, and many then made invest- 
ments which laid the foundation of subsequent fortunes. About this time, 
John C. Calhoun, while journeying to another point, stopped in the town, and 
with his far-seeing sagacity, predicted that the place would one day be the 
most important inland city in the South. Business naturally improved under 
these conditions. Merchants enlarged their stores, and also built new ones, 
and a better class of dwellings sprang up. The citizens were so full of their 
dreams of future greatness and prosperity that a general desire was felt to 
shake off the name of Marthasville. They wanted a name with a bigger 
sound ; and among the names suggested, Atlanta was suggested by J. Edgar 
Thompson, chief engineer of the Georgia Railroad. The name struck the 
popular fancy, and it was unanimously agreed that it filled a long felt want. 

' There was no charter, no regularly organized government, but by  common. 
consent the name of "Atlanta" was adopted and recognized by the railroad 
authorities and everybody. ,The minister who preached the first sermon i n  
Atlanta,. the Rev. F. M. Hfcjtgood; still resides among us as atn honored citi- 
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Zen. Mr. Haygood, in one of his trips, reached here in 1846. Meeting Mr. 
Jonathan Norcross, he soon learned that Marthasville was no more, and that 
Atlanta was the newly adopted name. The next day Mr. Haygood held 
services in the school-house, and preached from the first chapter of John, 29th 
verse, " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 
This was the first sermon ever preached in Atlanta. Before dismissing this 
matter of the naming of the place, it is proper to state, however, that the name 
of Atlanta was not duly recognized and legalized by the Legislature until 
more than a year later-some time in December, 1847. 

" Probably a year after the first railroad reached Atlanta, the population did 
not number more than four hundred persons, but that has been considered 
rapid progress under the circumstances. In our early days there was very 
little law in the place. Every man stood ready to resent an insult, and to de- 
fend his person and property with a shotgun or pistol. A population, con- 
sisting of dangerous and bad characters, annoyed the good citizens not a little, 
and it took the most determined measures to keep peace and order. During 
the year 1846 another railroad, the Macon and Western, was completed." 

Colonel D. N. Sloan, one of Atlanta's old and enterprising citizens, came 
to the place in the year 1850. When he was young his ideas turned toward 
adventure. Accordingly, he left his home in South Carolina with the deter- 
mination to see at least a part of the country. His money was stolen from him 
a n  his way to Macon, Ga., and when he reached Macon he was destitute of 
funds. Consequently he had to go to work. Through a friend in Macon he 
obtained letters of recommendation to Mr. Emerson Foote, superintendent of 
the Macon and Western Railroad, and president at that time of the Macon and 
Western Telegraph Line. Thus Mr. Sloan obtained a position as telegraph 
operator at the station in Atlanta, and was the first telegraph opkrator Atlanta 
,ever had. Mr. Sloan could not find words to describe the town at that time. 
Mr. Jonathan Norcross kept a general merchandise store on the corner of 
Marietta and Yeachtree streets. He dealt in groceries and dry goods, and 
made a specialty of ('shingles and feathers," and had a sign to that effect. 
Mr. I. 0. McDaniel also kept a general merchandise store on Whitehall street. 
Clark & Grutt kept a grocery store on Whitehall street. Mr. Perryman kept 
a grocery store on what is now Alabama street, but was not then called a 
street. Mr. K. Dulin kept a general merchandise store also on Whitehall 
street. Mr. Wash. Collier kept a general merchandise store at what is now 
the junction of Line, Peachtree and Decatur streets. Mr. Richard Kile also 
kept a general merchandise store on the corner of Marietta and Peachtree 
streets, Mr. J. T. Doane was a great cotton merchant here at that time. His 
place of business was on Whitehall street. Atlanta had several good doctors. 
Among them were Dr. Josh. Gilbert, who used to carry a shrill whistle around 
with him, and occasionally stop and blow it to let the people know where to 
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find him. He still lives, and so also does Dr. J. F. Alexander, who was here 
at that time. Dr. W. F. Westmoreland was here, and there was a French 
doctor named D'Alvigney. Lawyers seemed to be scarce. Judge L. E. 
Bleckley was the principal lawyer at that time, and there was one by the name 
of John Wing. 

Atlanta being the only railroad center for miles around, had a very fair 
trade in country produce. The countrymen brought their chickens, eggs and 
butter into Atlanta, from the country, and there was a very much larger range 
than there is now. .The average country farmer did not make much profit, 
for eggs sold at four or five cents a dozen ; butter a t  seven, eight and ten cents 
per pound, and other country produce in proportion. After selling at these 
prices he bought his cloth and other necessities, at what would now be consid- 
ered enormous prices. Calico, that can now be bought for two or three cents 
a yard, was sold then for fifteen to twenty cents. Cotton was lower, though 
not much below the present market. One thing that lowered the price of 
country produce was the fact that Atlanta was a country town, and almost 
every one had his or her garden of potatoes, onions and other vegetables. 
Very few melons were raised in the country at that time. Once in a while 
farmers would bring them in, but not very often. A t  the present time, how- 
ever, the melon trade is one of our important industries. Nearly everybody 
kept their own cows, and so the farmers did not sell much milk. The cows 
were allowed perfect liberty to graze where they pleased, and so were the 
hogs, which were owned by many of the citizens. At the time Mr. Sloan 
lived here Mr. Jonathan Norcross was mayor; there was a council, but it met 
when it pleased, and made laws at random. 

Mr. Sloan remembers a speech made by Robert Toombs, on the platform 
in front of his office. He does not remember the issue, but says that Mr. 
Toombs made a severe attack on South Carolina, for some reason or other. 
When he finisbcd speaking, Mr. Walter Colquit replied to him in a very able 
speech, and showed the State up in its true light. 

General Kossuth, the noted Hungarian patriot, was at that time visiting the 
United States, and with a large body of soldiery passed through Atlanta, on 
his way to Savannah. He went into Mr. Sloan's office for the purpose of 
sending a telegram to Savannah. Mr. Sloan asked him for the money for the 
telegram, whereupon he replied that he was not in the habit of paying for tel- 
egrams, and told him, in very emphatic terms, who he was. Mr. Sloan re- 
plied that he had no instructions not to charge the general, whereupon the 
Hungarian became very angry, but paid the bill. 

General Sam. Houston, of Texas, while passing through Atlanta, stopped 
to look at the telegraph instrument. H e  said that he had never before seen 
one. He was a t  that time a congressman. 

Mr. Richard Peters was said to be the wealthiest man in the place. He 
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owned the finest house in town, which was a weather boarded house, on 
Peter's street, near the corner of Forsyth, and just to the west of Mr. Sam. 
Inman's residence. Mr. Clark Howell, the father of Mr. Evan P. Howell, was 
also a very wealthy and influential man. Mr. Howell owned and lived in the 
only brick residence in the city. I t  is true there were several brick stores, but 
this was the only brick residence i n  1850. Atlanta then had only two hotels: 
the Atlanta Hotel, which stood where the Kinaball House now stands, and the 
Washington Hall, where the Markham House now is. The houses of the 
more fortunate citizens were weather boarded cottages, but the poorer people 
lived in log cabins. 

Among the older, and probably among the oldest, citizens who lived in At- 
lanta, in 1845, when she was Marthasville, was Mr. Ivy, whose son, Mr. 
Socrates Ivy, the first male child born in Atlanta, is still one of our citizens. 
Mr. Ivy owned a small house near where Moore & Marsh's building now 
stands. He also owned one hundred acres of land back of there, extending a 
good distance up Peachtree and up Marietta to the other side of the custom 
house. I t  is said that Mr. Ivy sold all this property at a very low figure. If 
he owned it now he would be worth over a million. 

Hunnicut & Bellingrath had a tin shop in 1850. This was located very 
near where their store now stands, on the corner of Walton and Peachtree 
streets. 

About the year 1852 Mr. Winship started a machine shop in Atlanta, for 
the purpose of mending railroad cars and other railroad work. His sons still 
live in Atlanta, and own one of the largest foundries here. 

About this time Atlanta was noted for its bad characters. There were 
several gamblers here then who were known far and wide, but these were not 
looked upon as evil doers, because there was no law against gambling. This 
was along in 1850. There was one gambler in town of special note, namely, 
Jack Edmundson. He was looked upon rather as a benefactor. I t  is said 
that he would never take the advantage of any man, nor would he take money 
from a poor man, even though he won it. He neither took advantage of 
youth nor ignorance, and he gave to the poor and was very much respected. 
There were a great tnany other noted gamblers in and around Atlanta, but 
these, unlike the one spoken of, were generally of bad reputation. 

There was only one telegraph instrument in the city, and that was the one 
Mr. Sloan used ; and the line running from here to Macon was the only one 
known. This instrument was one of the old-style paper register machines, 
but was a very great curiosity to the people around Atlanta. Telegrams from 
here to New York had to go around by the way of Savannah. In 1850 Mr. 
Sloan says that he saw a man by the name of Thomas Kile, murdered in front 
of his office. He was stabbed, and the murderer made good his escape. Kile's. 
daughter caught her father's body in order to support him, and was covered 
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all over with blood. The murderer used to send telegrams to his family here 
through Mr. Sloan's office. The man was in Alabama, and sent the telegrams 
through Macon. The  authorities here endeavored to find out from Mr. Sloan 
his whereabouts, but could not do  so. He would not betray the secrets of the  
-office even in such a case, except on one occasion. H e  received a dispatch t o  
the marshal of Atlanta, notifying him to look out on the Georgia train for one 
Philip Goode, who was wanted in South Carolina, for murder. Mr. Sloan was 
a native of South Carolina and knew this man very well, and they were per- 
sonal friends. He knew that if Goode had murdered any one, that he had done 
so in a drunken row or  something of the kind, as he was of a good family. So 
he managed to go to the train before he saw the marshal, and the first man he  
met was Goode, whom he told to  escape for his life. Goode left, and imme- 
diately afterward Mr. Sloan met the marshal and gave him the telegram. T h e  
.marshal hastened to the train, but  missed his man. 

Once agreen countryman came to town to  send a negro to Macon, on the 
train. Several of the fun-loving boys here told him to  send him by  telegraph, 
as it would be cheaper. Accordingly, they sent him with the negro over to  
Mr. Sloan's office. He, suspecting some trick, got them to take hold of the 
poles of his battery, and then turned on the circuit, whereupon they be, man t o  
jump around, and the white man said that he didn't want to go, too. He soon 
found out, however, that he was being duped, and he broke loose and made 
for Sloan, who had to hide, for he saw that the countryman intended to whip 
him. 

There was no Broad street bridge in 1850, it was a big cut through which 
the Western and Atlantic Railroad ran. The passenger coaches and engines 
which were used then were very peculiar in comparison with those of this date. 
Sleepers were not then known. 

Mr. Sloan had an offer made him in real estate, in 1850, which, if he had 
accepted, would have 6een to-day many thousand dollars in his pocket. A 
party, who was anxious to  sell, offered him one hundred acres of land, includ- 
ing the ground on which the new capitol now stands, for $1,000. Mr. Sloan 
le t  the opportunity go by, and narrowly missed making a fortune. 

The early settlers of Atlanta, that is the very first, came along with the 
railroads. Among these were I. 0. McDaniel and family, the Mitchell fam- 
.ily, the Hulseys and others. I. 0. McDaniel was the father of Governor Mc- 
Daniel. When these good citizens began to build up Atlanta, the evil parts 
.of the town began to disappear. 

Mr: T. G. Crusselle claims the honor of building the first hoiise in Atlanta. 
H e  built a log cabin on the lot on which the Kimball House now stands, on 
the corner where the Big Bonanza is at present. The  house was for the ac- 
commodation of the bands who were then grading the country around here for 
building railroads. 
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The first hotel, or even boarding-house, ever erected in Atlanta, was an 
old two-room house, which was brought to Atlanta from Boltonsville, on two 
flat cars, a distance of six miles. Many of the men who helped to move the 
house to Atlanta, rode down from Holtonsville on top of the house, and some 
inside of it. I t  was called the Gannon House, after its owner. 

Mr. Crusselle had the contract for building the old State Road stone freight 
depot, which used to stand in the block in which the office of the Southern 
Express Company now stands, very near the present passenger depot. When 
Mr. Crusselle finished the depot he was jubilant, and endeavored to demon- 
strate that fact to the town by a grand treat. Accordingly he bought a barrel 
of Georgia planters' corn whisky. a half a barrel of brandy and a box of Vir- 
ginia tobacco, which he dealt out liberally to the citizens. He says that al- 
most every one got drunk, the fighting became general, and some of them at- 
tempted to turn over the town, but they did not succeed. 

Centrally located property, which was almost exclusively on Decatur street, 
in 1847-8, was worth from ten dollars to twenty-five dollars per foot front, 
and might have run back almost indefinitely. Other property at  that time 
could hardly be sold at all, and if it was sold it was in large lots and at a very 
low price. Land out on Peachtree street, about a third to a half a mile from 
town, was worth about ten dollars per acre, whereas now it is worth, at least 
calculation, about $75,oo0. The large lots of land out on Peachtree street, 
owned by Mr. Peters, were bought by him for the purpose of cutting the tim- 
ber to use as fuel in running his engine in his mill, which stood where the 
Georgia Railroad shops now stand. He bought two lots, each containing 
two hundred and two and a half acres, for six hundred dollars per lot. He 
has now divided up a large part of the land into lots of one- third to one-half 
an acre, and they sell for about three times the money that one of the large 
lots cost him. 

Mr. Peters used to own the lot now occupied by the Centennial building 
and other buildings on the corner of the railroad and Whitehall street, where 
his stages come in. 

Major 2. A. Rice, one of Atlanta's oldest citizens, one who has lived here 
since he was a boy, helped to remove the Indians from this country. He was 
a volunteer, and being very young at that time was afraid that he would not 
be received. After a severe examination, however, he succeeded in passing. 
When the Mexican War broke out, he went from Atlanta with four other 
comrades, G. W. Anderson, Lieutenant L. W. Walton, William Coons and 
Thomas Shivers. In 1847 he, with Mr. H. C. Holcombe, rented the Wash; 
ington Hall and kept a hotel there for several years. Major Rice says that in 
1848 the lot on which the Kirnball House now stands, together with the hotel, 
sold far $~o,ooo ; to-day it is worth an immense sum. In 1849 Major Rice, 
I. 0. McDaniel, B. F. Bomar and J. ,Norcross bought a press and began to 
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publish a paper, which they called the At lnu tn  Z~ztelli&nce. They hired Mr. 
Baker as editor. The first church built in Atlanta was the First Baptist Church, 
which was built on the spot on which it now stands There was preaching, 
however, before this, in the first school-house, which stood where the First 
Methodist Church now stands. 

In the place where the old Atlanta and West Point depot is at present, 
there used to be an old fashioned horse-power saw-mill, owned by Jonathan 
Norcross. Major Rice bought the framework of this saw-mill and moved it 
to Jones's livery stable on Loyd street, and converted it into a cotton ware- 
house. During the first fire which ever occurred in Atlanta, in a store which 
stood in the middle of the block between Pryor and Loyd streets, Major Rice 
had several bales of cotton burned. He afterward sold the building to Perry- 
man & Mappin for about $600, who used it as a livery stable. The lot is now 
worth about forty times that amount. 

The first calaboose Atlanta had was a slab hut, and it stood on the corner 
of Alabama and Yryor streets, where Welhouse's store now stands. A man 
was placed in there one night for safe keeping, and in the morning it was found 
that he had turned the house over and had escaped. They next built a . 
stronger one on Broad street, on the site of ~ e ~ i o l d ' s  printing-office, near the 
bridge. When the place was full they took all the prisoners out and gave 
them a good strapping and let them go, instead of fining them as they do these 
days. 

The lower end of the town, where Norcross's mill stood, was called Slab- 
town, because the huts down there were built out of slabs from the mill. The 
block starting at the junction of Line, Decatur and Peachtree streets, and run- 
ning back towards Pryor on Decatur street, was known as Murrell's Row. It 
received its name from a man named Murrell, a Tennessean, and who was one 
of the most noted outlaws and robbers of that time. The reason it received 
this name was because the space in the rear of the block was noted as a gam- 
bler's resort, and as a place for fighting chickens. 

A t  the junction of the three above named streets stood the post-office; in 
the rear of this stood a bar-room, and next a tin shop. This tin shop was 
kept by Moses Formwalt, who was the first mayor as well as the first manu- 
facturer that Atlanta ever had. He made stills and tinware, which he sold all 
through the State. 

This period was noted for its corruption. Sportsmen, gamblers, robbers, 
etc., visited the city and preyed upon the poor countrymen who brought cot- 
ton and market products to the town. Bad institutions of every sort were 
scattered about the place. 

There seemed to be a sort of craze for singing-schools. One day two 
drummers came to town, professing to know something about singing, and 
tried to start a school. As  printed matter was very scarce, they wrote out a 
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handbill, fastened it to a stick, and got a darkey to carry it around the town. 
I t  was announced that the singing-school would take place that night at the 
school-house, and when the time came they had a good crowd. After it was 
over they requested all who wished to join to come and sign their names. 
The boys all signed fictitious names. The drummers, having discovered this, 
packed up the next day and left town. 

The first post-office, bs before mentioned, was at the junction of Peachtree 
and Decatur streets, and was kept in the grocery store of Mr. Collier. There 
was a long piazza in front of the store, and one-half of this Mr. Collier had 
partitioned off for the post-office, with a window and door, conveniently ar- 
ranged. When the mail arrived, almost the whole population was at  or near 
the post-office to receive their mail. After sorting the mail, as was his cus- 
tom, Mr. Collier would take one of the letters and call out the name of its 
owner, "James Smith," who would reply, " Here," and then come up and re- 
ceive his mail, and so on until all the letters were given out. 

In August, 1856, occurred the famous accident in connection with the Fill- 
more pole. Most of the citizens of Atlanta were Whigs, and wishing to do 
honor to their canditate, they obtained several large pines, fastened them to- 
gether and made a flag-pole. On the day appointed, great crowds assembled 
in Atlanta to witness the raising of the flag, which took place on a vacant lot 
in front of where the Markham House now stands. The affair seemed to have 
been managed very badly, for the flag-rope was entangled with the guy-ropes 
near the top, and one of the ropes used to secure the pole had been wound 
about the flag-ropes about half-way up. There seemed to be no means of 
remedying the affair but by taking the pole down. Finally a man who had 
been a sailor volunteered to climb the pole and fix the ropes The man was 
an occasional drinker, and it is said had taken a drink that morning. He 
started up the pole, and when he reached the place where the flag-rope had 
been wound about by the rope used to secure the pole, he took out his knife 
and commenced to cut that rope. Suddenly his knife fell from his hand, and 
a second afterward, almost us suddenly, he fell to the ground and was killed 
instantly. The people of the town determined to repay him in part for his 
brave action and the loss of his life, and before they had left the grounds a 
subscription of $2,000 was taken up for his widow. 

The first bar-room erected in South Atlanta was on Alabama street, next 
to where Lowry's bank now stands. " On that spot," says Major Rice, " noth- 
ing but liquor has ever been sold. The first m'ln that kept a bar-room there 
died from the effects of hard drinking, and about three years after, his son fol- 
lowed him. On that spot I have seen time a l ~ d  again the bad effects of ex- 
cessive drinking." 

As all the stages, and nearly all the cotton and country produce came in 
from the south side of Atlanta, the center of trade naturally moved to that 
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quarter. A store was built on the corner of Alabama and Whitehall streets, 
and a warehouse was built on that side of the town. 

The first fire that occurred in Atlanta was in a warehouse on Alabama 
street. This was said to be the work of an incendiary, as on the same night, 
while every one was at the fire, the cash drawer a t  the Georgia depot was 
broken open and all the money was taken. A house on Alabama street caught 
fire, as did also a cotton warehouse on Pryor street, but the flames were ex- 
tinguished. Another very disastrous fire occurred later on. It started on the 
corner of Alabama and Whitehall streets, and burnt up about half the block. 

Out on what is now the edge of town, where the East Tennessee, Virginia 
and Georgia shops stand, and what was then out in the country, was a place 
known as Snake Nation. It  received its name from the bad characters who 
lived there and tne disreputable houses in  that vicinity. This wicked suburb 
was a great annoyance to the good citizens of Atlanta, as crimes were very 
often committed there, and many of the young men fell into bad habits from 
frequenting that place. The citizens determined to do their best to reform it. 
Accordingly, they got a lot of drays, and went there and hauled the bad char- 
acters off into the woods and left them. Th.ey then demolished nearly all the 
houses there. This put an  end to Snake Nation, at least for a long while, and 
it never again became notorious as a bad neighborhood. 

In the city directory for 1859, Colonel G .  B. Haywood, a prominent law- 
yer, the father of Mr. W. A. Haywood, sketched the progress of Atlanta to  
that year, and the following extracts are of permaient interest : 

" Atlanta is a name which is understood to have been proposed by J. Ed- 
gar Thompson, at that time chief engineer of the Georgia Railroad. The sig- 
nification of the name, the reasons for its adoption, and the variotts theories 
on the subject have now become a theme of inquiry and investigation not 
without interest. The writer has heard it claimed as due in honor to a mytho- 
logical goddess, Atlanta, said to have been remarkable for fleetness, strength 
and endurance It was certainly a fast town then, and may have been sup- 
posed entitled to the honor of a recognition by the goddess, by reason of its 
early character and its wonderful achievements. The infant has becotne a 
giant, and is rapidly overcoming the obstacles to its growth and prosperity, and 
making the surrounding country and neighboring villages all tributary to its 
prosperity, permanency and celebrity. The name was for a short time written 
Atalanta, which seems to favor the claims of the goddess. An orator of no 
mean pretensions claimed for it the signification of ' a city among the hills,' 
while a shrewd writer has declared that it was the opposite, and proclaimed it 
' the city in the woods.' And its commercial and geographical position has 
recently procured for i t  the appellation of the Gate Gity.' 

" And still another theory is set up by some who claim for it an origin 
more worthy of its present importance as a railroad elztrepot and commercial 
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emporium, taken in connection with its future prospects as a great railroad 
center and manufacturing city. The great State work, connecting the waters 
of the West with the Atlantic, commencing at Chattanooga, on the Tennessee 
River, and terminating at this point, had nearly been completed. The name 
' Western and Atlantic Railroad,' had been given to it by the Legislature of 
Georgia, and it was not inaptly considered the great connecting artery through 
which must pass the incalculable mass of produce, manufactures and corn- 
merce from the great valley of the West and the Atlantic coast, and the im- 
ports from abroad passing thence to the far West. 

" Atlanta had been permanently fixed as the southeastern terminus of that 
great State work, and gave a local idea to its eastern terminus, and that idea, 
represented or qualified by the adjective Atlantic, was incomplete of itself, but 
clearly pointed to something more definite, and the mind is put upon the in- 
quiry for the thing signified. The connections by rail from Ch;irleston by way 
of Augusta, and from Savannah by way of Macon, had both been completed 
to this point. These roads had been gradually ascending the hills from the 
coast, in search of a ' northwest passage ' ; they had searched the hills upon 
which the city stands, and here they met the Western and Atlantic road, just 
emerging from the wilds of the Northwest, seeking by a sinuous and difficult 
ascent from the Western valley for a highway to the Atlantic. They met to- 
gether in dur streets, they embraced each other upon these headlands of the 
Atlantic." 

" These Atlantic headlands when embodied in the noun Atlanta, to  our 
mind, meets the demand and represents the ideal of the thing sought after, 
and the mind rests upon it as the thing signified by the several indices point- 
ing to Atlanta as the proper name for such a city in such a place. This we 
now state to the public as the true derivation sustained by the facts in the case. 

" Atlanta has had a growth unexampled in the history of the South. In 
1854 the population had reached 6,025. The increase for several years has 
averaged 1,000 per annum. On the first of April, 1859, it is ascertained by 
the census taken under the State authority to be r 1,500 souls. The assessed 
value of the real estate in the city the present year, 1859, is $2,760,000, and 
the personality, cash, merchandise, etc., in proportion. 

" The number of stores in 1854 was fifty seven, exclusive of drinking sa- 
loons. The amount of goods sold in 1 8 5 3  was $ r ,017,000, and the arnount 
sold in 185.8 is not accurateIy known, but is believed to have been about $3,- 
ooo,ooo, and is now rapidly increasing. It is now widening and extending 
the area of its supply on every side. Dry goods are sold to the country for 
over one hundred miles around on terms as favorable to purchasers as the re- 
tail markets of the great Northern cities, New York itself not excepted, and 
still our merchants are prosperous, thrifty and energetic. No respectable 
house here had to suspend during the great crisis in commercial affairs in 
1857 and 1858. 
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" The great secret of the safety, success and independence of convulsions 
is to be found in the fact that sales are made a t  low rates almost entirely for 
cash. and the profits, though small in detail, are often repeated and amount to 
a vast sum in the aggregate ; a few have fallen by unfortunate speculations. 

" The tiumber of stores and other business houses at present is unknown to 
the writer. Nineteen commodious brick stores were erected in r 858, and as 
many more are now in progress of erection in 1859, besides a large number of 
fine dwellings, mostly of brick ; many of the new improvements are imposing 
structures, and would be creditable in the elegant portions of any of our mod- 
ern cities. 

" There are at present four capacious hotels, now open and in successful 
operation, and another still more extensive, is nearly completed, designed, we 
understand, for the accommodation of families, hitherto a felt necessity in the 
city. 

" The city now has in successful operation four large and flourishing ma- 
chine-shops; two of these are connected with railroad companies, and two be- 
long to private companies, where stationary engines, mill gearing, with almost 
every variety of castings and machinery are manufactured at short notice. 
Two planing-mills and sash and blind factories are also in successful operation, 
besides there are various smaller manufacturing establishments in the city ; 
three or four tanneries, one or two shoe manufactories, besides several smaller 
establishments. The most important establishment in the place is the rolling- 
mill fi)r the manufacture of rAlroad iron, which is capable of turning out 
thirty tons of railroad iron of superior quality. 

" 'The clothing trade has become an item of no inconsiderable importance 
within the last few years, and presents some new features when contrasted with 
any other Southern cities of equal size and age. The manufacture of clothing 
in this city is a decided success, and has increased with an unparalleled rapid- 
ity for a Southern city. In 1854 five hands were employed in the manufac- 
ture of clothing; the number now thus employed exceeds seventy-five, the 
larger portion of whom are females. The clothing made here has been re- 
ceived with much fdvor by the public, and is believed to have attracted much 
attention to the wholesale trade of the city in that article. In this connection 
it may be stated that this is the great Southern depot for the sale of the most 
improved rnodels of sewing machines, the use of which extensively has doubt- 
less added greatly to the trade it] the clothing department. 

" The city was first brilliantly lighted with gas, manufactured from Geor- 
gia, Alabama and Tennessee coal, on December 25, 1855. 

" We have four prominent lines of railroad, all centering here. 

"The city now contains thirteen Christian churches, and one more has 
been recently projected. 
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" It is not believed that any other city in the country is blessed with greater 
o r  better facilities for procuring building materials, the supply of granite near 
at hand, of a quality peculiarly adapted to building purposes, is literally inex- 
haustible ; bricks of good quality are made in and around the city on reason- 
able terms. Lumber of good quality is also obtained a t  reasonable prices; 
lime is produced in any desired quantity near at hand. 

" The mechanical element prevails in our city, and the major part of them 
are enterprising, thrifty and prosperous men, who are rapidly rising in the pub- 
lic esteem. 

" The health of the city is almost unprecedented, being entirely exempt 
from the usual summer and fall fevers, cholera, etc. No epidemic has ever 
prevailed here, and the bills of mortality show a state of health almost without 
a parallel." 

In the beginning of the year 1856 the population of Atlanta was about 
8,000. The city was then growing at the rate of about one thousand a year. 
As has been previously stated, the population of the city in 1854 was 6,025, 
and adding this number annually there would be in 1856 the number stated. 
There were very nearly, if not quite, seventy-five stores'of all kinds, and the 
business of the city atnounted to considerable more than a million dollars per 
year. And from this time on up to the war there was steady growth and 
prosperity, notwithstanding the commercial crisis of I 85 7 and I 85 8, which is 
mentioned later in these pages, and the reasons given for its having no effect 
in this section of country. 

The leading citizens of ally place give it its character and tone, and hence 
it is interesting to know who were the leading citizens in that still formatory 
period of the city's life. Among those who were it1 the city at the period now 
under consideration, but who had come in a few years previously, were Dr. 
Joseph P. Logan, Thomas M. Clarke and M. Cole; D. H. Dougherty came in 
185 5, and L. Bellingrath and A. Bellingrath in I 856 ; E. E. Rawson came in 
1857, and John Keely and J. C. Peck in 1858; A. C. and R. F. Wyly, W. B. 
Cox, J. Morrison and John M. Clarke came in 1859, and A. Morrison in 1860. 
This information is taken from E. Y. Clarke's Atlanta IZZzistrated. 

The city hall and court-house, which was twa stories high and seventy by 
one hundred feet in size, had been erected in 1854 and completed in 1855. 
The old atheneum, which is mentioned frequently in connection with atzte- 
bellz~rn amusements, was erected about the same time by S. J.  Williams. The 
business men of that day were mostly engaged in trade. But the wholesale 
houses were very few in number, if indeed there were any exclusively whole- 
sale houses in the city. A few of the retail houses carried on a jobbing trade 
in connection with their retail business. E r  Lawshe erected a store on White- 
hall street in 1857, and in 1858 there were nineteen brick stores erected. In 
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1859 there were built about the same number. Among these was one erected 
by Jonathan Norcross, on the corner of Marietta and Peachtree streets, on what 
has ever since 1854 been known as " Norcross Corner." On this corner 
Jacob's pharmacy is now located. Mr. Norcross was, for many years before 
the war, the leading merchant in Atlanta, and still owns the corner. Among 
the largest business firms of that time were Beach & Root, dry goods mer- 
chants, located where Joseph M. High's store now is on Whitehall street; Mc- 
Daniel, Mitchell & Hulsey, dealers in groceries and provisions, located where 
John Keely's store now is; McNaught, Ormond & Scrutchins, who had a 
hardware store on Ilrhitehall street, where now is the hardware store of a son 
of Mr. Scrutchins; Thomas M. Clarke & Co., dealers in hardware, located 
where they are at the present time, No. 27 Peachtree street; Thomas Kile, a 
prominent merchant, located on the corner of Marietta and Peachtree streets, 
where now is the real estate office of Samuel W. Goode & Co. Among the 
manufacturing establishments were the repair shops of the three railroads which 
then terminated in Atlanta-the Georgia Railroad, the Western and Atlantic, 
and the Georgia Central. These shops employed a large number of men, and 
thus contributed lHrgely to the prosperity of the city. Joseph Winship & Co. 
manufactured cotton gins, threshing machines, machine gearing, carried on 
quite an extensive business, and were located where the Winship Machine 
Company's works now are. Richard Peters had a flouring-mill located just 
below the present site of the Georgia Railroad shops. J. C. Peck & Co. had 
a planing-mill, and manufactured quite extensively sash, doors and blinds ; and 
Yitts & Cook also had a planing-mill and carried on the same kind of busi- 
ness as J. C. Peck 6r Co. 

In the spring of 1855 the Atlanta Medical College, a detailed history of 
which may be found in the chapter on the medical fraternity, received its first 
students, the lectuies to whom were delivered in the city hall. The corner- 
stone of its present building was laid in the following July. During this year 
the gas company was fully organized, and on the 25th of December the city 
was lighted with gas for the first time. In 1856 the Hank of Fulton, as the 
successor of the Atlanta Bank, a full history of both of which institutions is 
elsewliere inserted, was established by Alfred Austell and E. W. Holland, with 
a capital of $I 25,000. P. & G. T. Dodd, grocers, established themselves in 
1856. as also did Silvey & Dougherty, general merchants. In 1857 the' Gate 
City Guards, the first military company in the city, was organized. In 1857 
the Young Men's Christian Association was organized, and in 1858 the Hiber- 
nian Benevolent Society. The Masons had organized several societies previ- 
ously, as may be seen by referring to the chapter on secret societies. Empire 
Encampment, No. I 2, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. was organized in 
I 860. 

* The great panic of 1857, which was felt so disastrously in many parts of 
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the Union, especially in the Northern States, was felt but little i n  Atlanta, for 
the reason that it was felt but little anywhere in the South. The main reason 
for this fact was, that the cotton crop that year was exceptionally large, and 
the price was high, notwithstanding the large crop. The price of cotton was 
high, because there was an unusual demand for it abroad, and it was thus con- 
trolled by the market price in Liverpool, England. The heavy demand for it 
abroad caused payments to be made in rash, and thus there was an abundant 
supply of specie in the Southern States, though there was very general sus- 
pension of specie payments North. The unusually large amount of specie, 
which that year flowed into the South, rendered it practicable for the banks of 
this section to avoid suspension, and thus merchants were not affected by 
stringency in the money market. I t  cannot be remembered that any merchant 
failed in Atlanta during that panic. 

The above is presented as the general reason for the continued prosperity 
of Atlanta during that period of distress in other parts of the country. There 
are, however, two other reasons for that uninterrupted prosperity-one of 
which may be termed a special reason, and the other a peculiar reason. The 
former of these two was, that at that time the merchants of the South, includ- 
ing, of course, those of Atlanta, owed much less than the usual amounts to 
Northern merchants, and hence were not called upon for payment of debts 
they could not pay. The latter reason was that the first merchants of Atlanta, 
as a very general if not a universal thing, were so limtted in their capital that 
they could not give credit without incurring the risk of almost immediate 
failure. The business they did was therefore from necessity, conducted on a 
cash basis. Being thus compelled to transact business on a cash basis, they 
were also compelled to conduct it on the smallest practicable margin of profits 
in order to attract customers, or in other words they were obliged to undersell 
their competitors in neighboring towns and cities. By thus underselling their 
competitors they soon attracted to Atlanta not only the trade of the merchants 
from other towns and cities, but also very largely that of the majority of pri- 
vate families who could pay cash for their supplies ; of private families living 
in surrounding cities as well as of those living in the surrounding country. 

In this way was the cash basis for the transaction of business adopted and 
established in Atlanta ; adopted from necessity, and established from choice. 
I t  was so beneficial, it was so conducive to the individual interests and to the 
combined interests of the business men, it gave Atlanta such an impetus in the 
direction of prosperity, such a prestige and an advantage over her rivals, that 
it has been adhered to in the main ever since, and has in all probability been 
the main principle of the city's growth and success as a community. Even up 
to the present time business is conducted in Atlanta either on the "spot cash" 
principle, or upon the "cash" principle, the former plan requiring cash to be 
paid on delivery of the goods purchased, and the latter requiring it to be paid 
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in thirty day;. Thus long credits, always dangerous, have been avoided, and 
thus has the city acquired and sustained the reputqion of being a cheap place 
to trade, and thus, also, has it attracted cash customers and driven the time 
customers to other cities, which either could not adopt, or did not believe in a 
cash trade, coupled with small profits and safety. 

While the remarks just made are in the main correct, as applied to the re- 
tail trade and to the smaller class of wholesale dealers, yet they require slight 
modification when the larger wholesale dealers in dry goods are taken specific- 
ally into account. These generally give a credit of sixty days ; but this slight 
modification has no perceptible effect on the volume of business transacted ex- 
cept to increase it, and no effect on the kind of custom attracted to the city. 

From 1856 to 1860 there was i large number of three-story brick build- 
ingsUerected, mostly on Whitehall and Peachtree streets, but yet there were 
some erected on Marietta, including the block on the south side of this street, 
west of Peachtree street. A fine class of buildings was also erected on Deca- 
tur street, but not so large and commodious as those on the three other princi- 
pal streets of the city. The principal book stores in Atlanta, before the war, 
were those of Mr. Kay, on Whitehall street, and Mr. McPherson, whose book 
store was also on Whitehall street. 

The finest residences in Atlanta before the war were located on Marietta 
street, on both sides, and extending westward for the distance of about a mile. 
J. A. HaydenJs house was on this street. a two-story brick above a high base- 
ment. The same house is still standing and occupied as a residence by Mrs. 
Austell, widow of Alfred Austell. On Peachtree street, for about half a mile 
north from Wesley Chapel, there was a large number of fine residences, some 
of them of brick and others of wood. The residence portion of Whitehall 
street may be similarly described. Decatur street had some neat residences 
on it for the distance of about a half a mile from the business center, but they 
were not of so fine an appearance as those on the other three principal streets. 
The  houses in other parts of the city were for the most part frame, and of dif- 
ferent sizes. Many of them were one-story cottages, neat and cozy. 

In 1559 the city began to put on metropolitan airs, in this, that for that 
year a directory was published, the first directory of Atlanta. I t  was compiled 
b y  Mr. Williams, and published by M. Lynch, who was afterward a member of 
the well-known firm of Lynch & Thornton. This directory contains a sketch 
of Atlanta, written by Green 8. Haygood, the substance of which has been in- 
corporated into the present work. Many of those who were then prominent 
in business and the various professions and industries, are now no more, but 

. some of them are still among the living and in active business. A sumnlary 
of the various kinds of business, etc., as presented by this directory, is ap- 
pended here, and also some statistics derived from the United States census 
reports for 1860, for the purpose of information and for comparison with the 
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.present. On April I ,  1859, the population of the city, according to the State 
,census, was I 1,500 ; the assessed value of real estate for the same year was 
$2,76o,ooo, and the sales of goods amounted to $~,OOO,OOO. Thus in five 
years there was an increase of five thousand in the population, and of $I  ,500,- 

,000 in the sales of goods, that is, the population and the business of the city had 
almost doubled in five years. The  expansion was particularly noticeable in 
the dry goods trade, and sales were made on terms as favorable, i t  was c!aimed, 
.as could be obtained in New York city. 

The churches in Atlanta, in 1859, were as follows : The First Baptist, at  
the corner of Walton and Wadley streets ; the Second Baptist, a t  the corner 
,of Mitchell and Washington streets ; the Christian, on the south side of De- 
catur street, between Collins and Lloyd streets ; Wesley Chapel M. E. Church, 
at the corner of Houston and Peachtree streets ; Trinity M. E. Church, on the 
.south side of Mitchell street, between Washington and McDonough streets ; 
Evans Chapel (M. E.), on the north side of Nelson street and west of Man- 
gum ; Congregational Methodist, on the north side of Jones street, between 
Martin street and Connelly's alley ; Protestant Methodist, corner of Mitchell 
and Forsyth streets ; African M. E. Church, on an alley north of Gilmer 
street ; Episcopal Church, northeast corner of Hunter and Washington streets; 
First Presbyterian, south side of Marietta street, between Wadley and Spring 
:streets ; Central Presbyterian, on Washington street opposite the city hall ; 
the Roman Catholic Church, on the southeast corner of Hunter and Loyd streets. 

At that time there were three fire companies: Atlanta Fire Company No. 
a ; Mechanics Fire Company No 2, and Tallulah Fire Company No. 3. 

Of banks and banking agencies there were the following: The Bank of 
Fulton, the Atlanta Insurance and Banking Company, the Georgia Railroad 
and Banking Company Agency, the Bank of tile State of Georgia Agency, 
.and the Augusta Insurance and Banking Agency. 

There were five Masonic societies, two societies of Odd Fellows, and two 
temperance societies. N. L. Angier was agent for ten insurance companies ; 
J. E. Butler for one, Alexander M. Wallace for four, and Samuel Smith for 
two. 

There were seven newspapers, one of them being both daily and weekly, 
two of them being weekly, one of them weekly and semi-weeltly, one of them 
weelzly and tri-weekly, and two of them monthly. There were five hotels: 
the Atlanta Hotel, City Hotel, Planters' Hotel, Tennessee House and Wash- 
ington Hall. 

At  that time there were of the val-ious trades and professions the followitlg 
numbers : Of architects and builders, 3 ; attorneys, 29 ; blacksmiths, 5 ; board- 
ing-houses, 14 ; boiler manufacturers, I ; boot and shoe dealers, I 5 ; brick 
manufacturers, 10;  carpenters and builders, I ;  carriage manufacturers. 3 ; 
clergymen, 10 ; clothing dealers, I I ; commission merchants, 14 ; cotton deal- 

8 
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ers, 7 ; dentists, 7 ; drug stores, 5 ; wholesale and retail dry goods dealers, I 5 ;. 
steam engine builders, 2 ; foundries, 2 ; planing-mills, I ; flour manufacturers, 
I ; gents' furnishing goods, 7 ; grain dealers, 3 ; wholesale and retail grocers, 
66;  hardware stores, 6 ;  leather and findings, 5 ; lottery offices, 2 ; physi- 
cians, 3 r ; produce and provisions, 12 ; real estate agents, 2 ; rolling-mills, I ; 
private schools, 5 ; slave dealers, 4 ; tailors, 4 ;  watches and clock dealers, 4 ; 
dealers in wine and liquors, 4 ;  besides numerous other branches of business. 

According to the State census of 1859, the population of Atlanta that year 
was I I ,500 ; in I 860, according to the United States census, the population of 
Fulton county was 14,427. Most of the population of the county was there- 
fore in Atlanta. In presenting the following statistics for Fulton county, 
therefore, as derived from the United States census for 1860, the statistics for 
Atlanta are practically given. A t  that time there were three establishments 
making boots and shoes, having a capital invested of $2,000, employing five 
hands, to whom was paid $1,800. The raw material cost $1,700, and the 
value of the product was $4,625. There was one carriage manufactory in 
which there was employed fifteen men, to whom was paid $7,200 ; the capi- 
tal invested was $25,000 ; the cost of the raw material was $3,750, and the 
value of the product was $14,ooo. There were two flouring- mills, with a cap- 
ital of $6,600, employing two hands, to whom was paid $600. The cost of 
the raw material was $4,000, and the value of the yearly product $6,500. 
There was one iron manufactory, with a capital of $roo,ooo, employing IOO 

men, to whom was paid $36,000. The material cost $62,500, and the prod- 
uct was worth $137,230. There was one leather manufactory, with a capital 
of $5,000, employing six hands, to whom was paid $2,160. The material cost 
$1,000, and the product was worth $2,855. There was $1,000 invested in a 
saw-mill, at which five hands were employed, to whom $840 was paid, and the 
value of the product was worth $18,000. The raw material in this case cost 
$7,500. There were four manufactories of machinery, steam engines, etc., 
having a capital invested of $6zo,ooo, employing 167 men, to whom was paid 
$55,000, The cost of the raw material was $107,000, and the value of the 
product $2 12,850. There were two establishments manufacturing tin, copper 
and sheet iron ware, with a capital of $ I  r,ooo, employing nineteen men, pay- 
ing them $6,840, and turning out $18,303 worth of product, at a cost for raw 
material of $ I  1,084. The entire number of establishments was fifteen, the ag- 
gregate capital $770,600, total number of men employed 3 19, total wages paid 
to them $ I  10,484, and the total value of the product $41~,366. 

Thus has been attempted a description of the city of Atlanta at the break- 
ing out of the civil war. Its history during that'trying ordeal, and its recov-- 
ery from the dire effects thereof, will be traced in succeeding chapters. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

T H E  MUNICIPAL HISTORY OF MARTHASVILLE AND ATLANTA BEFORE 
THE WAR. 

T HE history of Marthasville, as a village, together with reminiscences and 
incidents of that early day, may be found in preceding pages of this vol- 

ume. This chapter, as its name implies, is devoted to the official history of 
Marthasville and of the city of Atlanta. In 1843 the settlement was growing 
in size and in ambition. Application was made that year to the State Legis- 
lature for a charter for the town, which was granted on December 23, incor- 
porating the village under the narIie of Marthasville, in honor of Martha Lump- 
kin, daughter of ex-Governor Lumpkin, who had been one of the most prom- 
inent men in the State, and who had borne a conspicuous part in the develop- 
ment of its railroad interests. At  the time of the granting of this charter there 
were but ten families in the village, which fact would seem to indicate that the 
little settlement was at least one of push and enterprise. Following is a por- 
tion of the act of incorporation : 

" Be it enacted, etc., that from and after the passage of this act, L. V. Gan- 
non, John Bailey, Willis Carlisle, John Kile, sr., and Patrick Quinn, be, and 
they are hereby, appointed commissioners of the town of Marthasville, in the 
county of DeKalb, situated a t  the southeast terminus of the Western and At-  
lantic Railroad ; and they, or a majority of them and their successors in office, 
shall have power and authority to pass all by-laws and ordinances which they 
or a majority of them may deem expedient and necessary for the improve- 
ment and benefit of the internal police of the said town ; provided, neverthe- 
less, that said by-laws be not repugnant to the constitution of the United 
States, nor to the constitution and laws of this State." 

Sec. 2 gave these commissioners power to convene at any time and place 
within the corporate limits of the town, and to proceed to the election of a 
clerk, and to transact such business as might be necessary. 

Sec. 3 gave them corporate jurisdiction to the extent of the boundary lines 
of the town, and provided that their jurisdiction should extend as the limits of 
the town were extended. 

These commissioners were to continue in office until the first Monday in 
March, 1845, on which day, and on the same day in each subsequent year, an 
election was to be held for the purpose of electing five commissioners for the 
town. The commissioners elected in March, 1845, were as follows : Ambrose 
B. Forsyth, James Loyd, sr., Willis Carlisle, Stephen Terry and James A. Col- 
lins. The commissioners of neither the town of Marthasville nor of the town 
'of Atlanta, kept any records, or at least such records as they may have kept 
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can not now be found; nor can any old settler now be found who can remem- 
ber with certainty who were the commissioners elected in I 846 or 1847, s o  
that it is impo~sible to preserve their names in this work. Neither is it possi- 
ble to present the names of such officers as they may have appointed to serve 
as clerk, treasurer, marshal, etc. I t  is, however, within the recollection of 
many of the older residents of the city that the government of the town by 
these commissioners was eminently unsatisfactory. Notwithstanding that they 
went through the form of trying an occasional offender against ordinances. 
which they had passed for the government of the town, yet but little respect 
was paid to their authority. While they passed ordinances for the laying out 
of a few streets, and for the levying of taxes, yet no streets were laid out un- 
der their ordinances, neither was any tax collected ; in fact, the government 
was the next thing to a complete failure, and in order to remedy what was. 
considered a defect in the government, a city charter was applied for and 
granted by the Legislature, on December 29, 1847. Previously to this, h o w ,  
ever, the name of the town had been changed to Atlanta, by an act passed on 
December 26, 1845. This act was entitled " An act to change the name of' 
Marthasville, De Kalb county, to that of Atlanta ; also to change the election. 
precinct now held at the house of Charner Humphries, known as Whitehall 
Precinct, to that of Atlanta." Section I of this act provided that the name of 
Marthasville should be changed to Atlanta, and section z provided that the 
name of the election precinct, known as Whitehall Precinct, should be changed. 
to Atlanta. 

This form of government lasted until December 29, 1847, when a city gov- 
ernment was decided upon, as was stated above. Following .is a portion of. 
the act incorporating Atlanta as a city : 

" A n  Act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Marthasville, in the county of De Kalb, passed December 23, 1843, and also, 
to enlarge the boundaries of said town, and to incorporate the same under the 
name of Atlanta," etc. 

" Section I. Be it enacted, etc., that from and after the passage of this act, 
the town of Atlanta shall be known as and called the city of Atlanta, and the. 
authority and jurisdiction of the said city shall extend one mile from the State 
depot in every direction." 

" Section 2. Be it enacted that within sixty days after the passage of this. 
act, by giving two daysJ notice, and on the third Monday in every January 
thereafter, all free white persons, citizens residing within the incorporate limits 
of said city, who shall be entitled to vote for members of the Legislature of 
said State, shall be entitled to vote for a mayor and six members of the city 
council in lieu and stead of the commissioners, as is provided in the act to, 
which this is amendatory ; and that the person or persons legally entitled to. 
vote at said election shall be eligible for mayor or members of the city council, 

Courtesy of gAd @ 
http://www.gagenweb.org
(C) 2005 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED57 9/11/2005.



MARTHASVILLE ANI) ATLANTA BEFORE THE WAR. 6 r 

at which election one justice of the Inferior Court, or of the peace, and two. 
freeholders, neither of whom being a candidate, shall preside, and the person 
receiving the highest number of votes shall be delared elected ; that the tnan- 
agers of said election shall give certificates to that effect which shall be the 
highest evidence of their election and authority to act, and be recorded by the 
c!erk of the city council in a book to be kept for that purpose, which record 
shall be held and esteemed as the highest evidence of their election." 

Section 6 of this act required the mayor and city council to elect a mar- 
shal, and if they deemed it necessary, a deputy marshal or marshals, a clerk of 
the council and a treasurer. 

Section g provided that the mayor and four members of the council should 
form a quorum to transact all business, and that the mayor and each member 
of the council should be, to all intents and purposes, a justice of the peace, so. 
far as to enable them or any of them to  issue warrants for offenses committed 
within the corporate limits of the city, which warrants were required to be exe- 
cuted by the marshal or deputy marshal, and to commit to the jail of the 
county of De Kalb, or to admit to bail offenders for appearance before the next. 
term of the Superior Court thereafter, for the county of De Kalb, etc. 

Just one rnonth after the passage of the above act an election was held un- 
der it for a mayor and six councilmen for the new city of Atlanta. The fol- 
lowing entry from the records of the clerk of the council shows who were 
elected, and also who were the managers of the election : 

" GEORGIA, I We, Edwin G. Collier, a justice of the peace, and Pat- 
DE KALB COUNTY. terson M. Hodge and Francis M. Gray, who are free- 
holders, and who were managers at the election for mayor and members of the 
council of the city of Atlanta, and neither of whom being candidates, do cer- 
tify that said election was held on Saturday, the 29th day of January, 1848,. 
and that Moses W. Formwalt received the highest number of votes for mayor, 
and was declared duly elected. Given under our hands and seals this 3 1st day 
of January, 1848. " E. G. COLLIER, J. P., [seal]. 

"P. M. HODGE, [seal]. 
"F. M. GRAY, [seal]." 

The next entry upon the city clerk's record is as follows: 

" GEORGIA, I We, Edwin 'G. Collier, justice of the peace, Patterson 
DE KALB COUNTY. M. Hodge and Francis M. Gray, who are freeholders. 
and who were the managers of the election for members sf the council of the 
city of Atlanta, and neither of us being candidates, do certify that said election 
was held in the city of Atlanta, on Saturday, the 29th day of January, 1848, 
and that Jonas S. Smith, Benjamin F. Bomar, Robert W. Bullard, James A. 
Collins, Anderson W. Walton and Leonard C. Simpson received the highest 
number of votes for members of the council, and were declared duly elected- 
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In  testimony whereof we have set our hands and seals this 3 1st day of Janu- 
.ary, 1848. " E. G. COLLIER, J.  P., [seal]. 

P. M. HODGE, [seal]. 
" F. M. GRAY, [seal]." 

Thus was the new city government fully established. Moses M. Formwalt 
took the oath of office on February 2, 1848, as did also the several members 
.of the council. The first meeting of the council was held on the same day, 
the mayor and all the councilmen-elect being present. A committee of two 
was appointed to draft rules of order for the government of the council, L. C. 
Simpson and Benjamin F. Bomar being the committee. The salaries of the 
various officers of the council were then considered, and fixed as follows : That 
of the marshal at $200 per annum, and of the deputy marshal at $150. The 
bond of the former was fixed a t  $2,000, and of the latter at $1,500. I t  was 
then decided that the compensation of the clerk should be the fees of his office 
and the costs, and that his bond should be $~,ooo. The compensation of the 
treasurer was fixed at two per cent. for receiving and two per cent. for paying 
out moneys, and his bond was fixed at $4,000. Aldermen Simpson, Walton 
and Collins, and the mayor, were appointed a committee on ordinances, and 
the council adjourned until evening, when they met a t  the store of I. S. Smith. 
At this meeting German M. Lester was elected marshal, and Thomas I. Shivers, 
deputy marshal. L. C. Simpson was elected clerk, and Oswald Houston, treas- 
urer. A few days afterward, upon the declination of Mr. Simpson to serve 
as clerk. Robert M. Clarke was elected in his place, and H. M. Boyd was 
elected tax receiver and collector by the casting vote of the mayor. 

On Saturday, February I 3,  1848, the first decision in a criminal prosecu- 
tion was made-that two of the citizens of Atlanta, before the council on a 
charge of disorderly conduct, pay a fine, the first of eight dollars and costs, and 
the second of five dollars and costs, by Monday a t  ten o'clock, and in case of 
failure they were to be proceeded against as the charter directed. A fine was 
.also assessed against a third citizen of five dollars and costs for disorderly con- 
duct, to be paid by the same hour, and one of two dollars and costs against a 
fourth citizen, all on the same conditions. 

On Monday, February I ~ t h ,  ,4lderman Simpson was authorized to enter 
into a contract with Stephen Terry to survey the corporate limits of the city, 
which it will be remembered were to extend one mile in all directions from the 
State depot. On the same day James Flint was brought before the mayor and 
.council, charged with making an assault on the life of a Mr. Porter on the pre- 
vious evening, and upon trial was found guilty and sentenced by the mayor to 
pay a fine of fifteen dollars. On the 19th of the month there was quite a num- 
ber of persons before the mayor and council on charges of disorderly conduct, 
which were disposed of in a manner similar to those mentioned above, and in 
.a manner calculated to preserve the order of the city, though there was, a t  
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that time and for a good many years afterward, a large number of persons in 
the city who regarded law as a restraint upon their liberties, and the mayor's 
court often had as much business on its hands as it cared to deal with. On 
the day last mentioned a committee was appointed to select a patrol for the 
city. 

On the 4th of March G. C. Rogers was authorized to build a slaughter- 
house within the limits of the city, and was required to keep it in such order as 
not to annoy the citizens of Atlanta. Councilman Walton resigned March 1 8 t h ~  
and an electlon was held April 1st to fill the vacancy, resulting in the election 
of U. L. Wright. During the rnonth of March there was a large number of 
cases of disorderly conduct, of draying without license, and of retailing liquor 
without license. June 5th a resolution was adopted exempting each member 
of the council from tax, upon the condition that each one should relinquish the 
amount due him under the charter for his services as such member of the 
council. 

July 3, 1848, the mayor was authorized to appoint nine citizens of Atlanta 
as a board of health, one of whom should be a physician, and whose duty it  
should be to examine into all causes of ill-health in the city, and to report the 
same to the marshals, who were to take action immediately, under the ordi- 
nances of the city, to remove or remedy the same. The board of health, as 
appointed under this resolution, was as follows: N. L. Angier, James Boring, 
Solomon Goodall, J. F. Mims, R. Cain, William Herring, James Loyd, Dr. 
Joshua Gilbert, and Dr. S. S. Smith. 

Robert M. Clarke resigned as clerk of the council on July 20, I 848, and Joseph 
B. Clapp was elected in his stead. On the same day an election was ordered for 
July 3 'st, to fill a vacancy in the council caused by the removal of R. W. Bullard 
from the city. A t  this election one hundred and seventy-four votes were cast, 
of which Ambrose B. Forsyth received forty-seven; Henry C. Holcombe, 
eighty-seven ; and J. A. Hayden, forty. Henry C. Holcombe was therefore 
declared elected. The superintendents of this election were W. Buell, J. S. 
Smith and James A. Collins. A t  a meeting of the council, held on the 5th of 
September, A. L. Rhodes was paid five dollars for lumber furnished and for 
hanging the bell over the council chamber. On the 16th of October, Coun- 
cilmen Simpson and Holcombe were appointed a committee to consider the 
question of opening Pryor street, and on the 23d of the same month John Col- 
lier and J. A. Hayden presented a petition that a street be opened from the 
bridge across the Macon and Western Railroad, in a southwestern direction, 
and intersecting with the Whitehall road within the corporate limits of Atlanta. 
This petition was referred to a committee of two, Smith and Holcombe. J. 
B. Clapp was dismissed from office as clerk of the council on the 4th of No- 
vember, and on the 6th of the same month John L. Harris was elected to fill 
the vacancy. On the same day a petition from sundry citizens, that a walk be 
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laid frotn the new house built by L. H. Davies to the post-oflice, was granted. 
A t  a special meeting, held on the r 2th of December, E. T. Hunnicutt was ap- 
pointed deputy marshal, in place of Shivers, dismissed. 

At  the election held in January, 1849, for city officers, Benjamin F. Bomar 
was elected mayor, and Jonas J. Smith, Ira 0 .  McDaniel, Ambrose B. Forsyth, 
P. M. Hodge, J. A. Hayden and Henry C. Holcombe, members of the council. 
On the 18th of January it was ordered by the council that there be one mar- 
shal and no deputy marshal; that the salary of the marshal be $300 per annum, 
and that his bond be fixed at $2,000. The treasurer was to receive two per 
cent. of all moneys received, and two per cent. of all moneys paid out, as 
before, and his bond was fixed at $4,000. The compensation of the tax col- 
lector and receiver was fixed at  three per cent. of all moneys received and 
three per cent. of all moneys disbursed, and his bond was fixed at  $4,000. 
The clerk's fees were to be regulated by the ordinances of the city, and his 
bond was fixed at $1,000. H. M. Boyd was elected tax receiver and collector ; 
Oswald Houston, treasurer; German M. Lester, marshal ; and John L. Har- 
ris, clerk. Ambrose B. Forsyth and P. M. Hodge were appointed a commit- 
tee on patrols. At this meeting Daniel Dougherty offered to macadamize the 
" street," one hundred and forty yards in length and forty feet wide by sixteen 
and one-half inches deep, for $700. McDaniel, Smith and Hayden were ap- 
pointed a committee on streets. The tax for 1.849 was decided on the 7th 
of February, and was fixed at thirty cents on each one hundred dollars' worth 
of real estate and merchandise on hand. May 24, 1849, it was resolved that 
the mayor be authorized to sell the hospital, provided he could obtain original 
cost. July 30, 1849 a special meeting was held to consider the question of a 
plank road from Lynch's corner to the post- office. This road was to be twenty 
feet wide. At  the same meeting the clerk was required to furnish to the l i z -  
telzigencer a weekly report of the proceedings of the council. September 10th 
the question was again before the council, of opening Pryor street, and the 
council being satisfied that there really was a street running parallel with the 
five acres of land granted to the State, unanimously resolved that all obstruc- 
tions be removed from Pryor street, and that the Georgia Railroad and Rank- 
ing Company and the Macon and Western Railroad Company be required to 
remove any obstructions which they may have placed on said street. 

The council resolved, on the 4th of October, that a committee be appointed 
t o  make a contract for a suitable graveyard for the city, and Jonas J. Smith, 
Ambrose B. Forsyth and Benjamin F. Bomar be the committee. This com- 
mittee reported on the 1st of November that they had a piece of land in view, 

. but that the price demanded for it was exorbitant. The committee was con- 
tinued and initructed to exchange, if possible, the hospital lot for lands ad- 
joining the graveyard then i n  use. 

At  the election held in January, 1850, for city officers, W. Buell was elected 
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mayor, and Joel Kelsey, Henry C. Holcombe, J. T. Humphries, P. M. Hodge, 
S. T. Biggers and B. W. Roark were elected councilmen. A t  their first meet- 
ing after election the bonds of the various officers were fixed as follows : Treas- 
urer, $5,000; tax receiver and collector, $5,000; clerk, $2,000; marshal, 
$2,000 ; deputy marshal, $2,000. German M. Lester was elected marshal ; 
John L. Harris, clerk ; Oswald Houston, treasurer; and Hugh M. Boyd, tax 
receiver and collector. 

On February 8, 1850, the following resolution was adopted: That each 
and every person, at the time of taking out his license, shall give bond in the 
sum of $200, with two good and sufficient securities, that he will not know- 
ingly violate or permit any State law or by-law of the city of Atlanta to be 
violated within his retail house, or on the premises thereof, without giving 
notice thereof to the corporate authorities of said city within twenty-four hours 
thereafter, and that the giving of said notice shall avoid the forfeiture. On 
the 16th of the month the council decided to have sidewalks constructed on 
each street, eight feet wide, and that owners of lots might plant ornamental 
trees along such sidewalks. The council then determined to have the pro- 
ceedings of the council published, provided such publication could be had gra- 
tuitously. The editor of the Intelligencer accepted the publication of the pro- 
ceedings of the council on these conditions, for which' he received the thanks 
of the council. March 9th the committee on graveyard reported that ~ e s s r s , '  
Cone and Williamson offered to give the council one acre of land and to sell 
then1 four acres more at one hundred dollars per acre. The proposition was 
accepted, but immedidtely reconsidered and the committee discharged. A 
new committee was then appo'nted, consisting of Messrs. Hodge and Roark. 

The next important subject to engage the attention of the council was the 
agricultural fair. This was discussed on the I ~ t h  of March. A committee of 
six was appointed to solicit subscriptions to the lists which Messrs. Jones and 
Hayden had sent in. This committee consisted of Luckie, Thompson, Hodge, 
Hayden, Ezzard and Bomar. By the 5th of April the subscription had been 
sufficiently increased to warrant the statement that the desired sum, $ I  ,000, 

could be collected, and that that amount could safely be guaranteed to the 
locating committee of the Southern Agricultural Association; this being the 
amount required by this association in order to secure the location of their 
fair a t  Atlanta. In order further to assist this association, and to  make the 
fairs, which it proposed to hold annually, a permanent attraction at .Atlanta, 
the council, on the 10th of April, passed a resolution that a conveyance to the 
lot containing ten acres, more or less, particularly described in a bond for title 
from Lemuel P. Grant to Augustus S. Rhodes, and known as the 11o.pit.il lot 
of the city of Atlanta, be executed to the Southern Agricultural Association, 
to have and to hold said lot so long as the said association should continue to  
hold their annual meetings in the city of Atlanta, with a clause in said deed 
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arlthorizing the officers of said association to permit the city of Atlanta to use 
said lot and buildings for other pi~blic meetings so long as the citizens shall 
not abuse said property or privilege ; said property, with the buildings thereon, 
to revert to the mayor and council of Atlanta, when said Southern Agricultural 
Association should cease to use allnually the lot and buildings for the purposes 
designated in said deed of conveyance. 

This proposition did not suit the Southern Agricultural Association, and as 
a consequence the terms of the donation were modified. On December 10, 

1850, a communication was received from the Hon. Mark A. Cooper, chair- 
man of the committee of the association with reference to the matter of the 
fair grounds, which was answered by Jonathan Norcross, mayor of Atlanta, on 
April I. r 85 I .  The substance of the communication of Mayor Norcross was 
to the effect that the mayor and council of Atlanta had, on April 10, 1850, pro- 
posed to deed to the Southern Agricultural Association the hospital lot, con- 
taining ten acres of land, upon which the association should have the privilege 
of holding its fairs, upoti the condition that the corporate authorities of the city 
of Atlanta should have the privilege of opening the grounds for the reception 
of other public gatherings when the grounds were not in use by the association. 
These conditions were rejected by the association's committee of location, and 
the city authorities subsequently made a deed to the association with the con- 
dition only that the land, with the buildings and appurtenances thereon, should 
revert to the city when the annual fair of the association should cease to be 
held thereon. Thus the city authorities were excluded from the grounds, ex- 
cept in times of the fair, and then they had to pay an entrance fee in the same 
manner that other people had to pay to gain entrance to the grounds. This 
condition, taking into consideration the of $1,000 which the city had 
made good, was considered rather severe upon the city authorities, and was 
the cause of much dissatisfaction. Besides this there seemed to be some dif- 
ference of opinion between the association and the mayor and the city council 
as to the guarantee fund itself. Mr. Norcross was of the opinion that the city 
had performed its part of the contract by the payment of $750, the Georgia 
Railroad Company having paid $250, wliich payments together madk up the 
$1,000 guaranteed. That the $250 paid by the Georgia Railroad Company 
was intended to be included in the guarantee was certified to by W. W. Roark, 
Joel Kelsey and Stephen T. Biggers of the council, and by Henry C. Holcon~be 
and the mayor, W. Buell, on February 28, 185 I. Thus the matter rested for 
a considerable time. 

The committee otl the graveyard reported, May 3, 1850, that they had not 
purchased a lot within the city limits, but that a suitable lot could be pur- 
chased outside the city. The committee was thereupon discharged, and it 
was resolved that the mayor and the members of the council would go in com- 
mittee of the whole to visit lots suggested as suitable for a graveyard, and also 
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to the lot of Judge Cone, which the committee had had under consideration. 
On the 1st of June this matter of the graveyard was at length settled, by pur- 
chasing from A. W. Wooding six acres at the rate of seventy-five dollars per 
acre, the new cemetery to be called the Atlanta Cemetery. 

The board of health for I 850 was composed of J. A. Hayden and Drs. J. 
F. Alexander and H. F. Homar. On May 27th the council adopted a resolu- 
tion that in their opinion there was a public street on the west side of the 
public square belonging to the State, and which was a part of Pryor street, 
but for the want of means it was out of their power to open it a t  that time. 
August 30, I 850, the council passed a resolution that the city of Atlanta would 
take $~o,ooo stock in a plank road proposed to be built from Atlanta to Dah- 
lonega, when the amount subscribed should come within $10,000 of being suf- 
ficient to build the road with its necessary bridges. The stock was t o  be paid 
for by the issue of $lo,ooo in city bonds, redeemable ten years after date, and 
to bear seven per cent. interest. It was also resolved by the council at the 
same time that the city of Atlanta would subscribe to the plank road to Jack- 
sonville via Altamaha, 011 the same terms. 

The officers for the year 185 I were as follows : Mayor, Jonathan Norcross ; 
councilmen, Julius A. Hayden, John T. Humphries, D. McSheffrey, W. W. 
Roark, John Jones and Paschal House. The salaries and bonds of the various 
officers were fixed by the new council as follows: Marshal, salary $350, and 
bond $3,000 ; treasurer, salary one and one-half per cent. of all moneys re- 
ceived and disbursed, and bond $6,000; deputy marshal, salary $300, and 
bond $2,000. An ordinance was passed February 23, I 85 I ,  consolidating the 
two offices of clerk and tax receiver and collector. The bond of the officer 
filling this position was fixed at $6,000, and his salary as clerk was to be in 
accordance with the ordinances, and as tax collector it was to be two and one- 
half per cent. on all moneys received and disbursed. 

The officers elected January 24, 185 I ,  were : IVilliam McConnell, marshal; 
Benjamin N. Williford, deputy marshal ; Adam N. Jones, clerk and tax re- 
ceiver and collector, and Oswald Houston, treasurer. On February 14, 1851, 
;In ordinance was adopted by the council requiring each building within the 
limits of the city, kitchens and other small houses excepted, to be finished with 
a ladder, and each store 2nd dwelling to have two fire buckets. February 21, 

0. H. P. Canant was elected city sexton, and Mr. Humphries was empowered 
to lay off the lots in the cemetery, and to have the same enclosed. On March 
28 Mr. Frankford came before the council aiid urged upon them the necessity 
of digging wells to meet the demands for water in case of fire. The council 
authorized the committee on wells to have a well dug eight feet square. at  the 
corner of Whitehall aiid Mitchell streets, to contain fifteen feet of water ; one 
of the same size at the Norcross corner on Marietta street, to contain the same 
quantity of water, and one at the corner of Whitehall and Hunter streets, to be 
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of the same size ; and all to be covered with two-inch plank. They also 
- authorized a reservoir to be dug on Alabama street, below Holland's house, 

fifteen feet deep and fifteen feet square. This ordinance was repealed on April 
I I ,  at which time it was ordered by the council that the wells be dug five feet 
in diameter, and to contain ten feet of water, and to be covered with wood. 
It was also ordered that wooden cisterns be built in connection with each well 
not more than three feet away, and to contain ten feet of water. 

The difficulty about opening Pryor street still continued to vex the council, 
until June 4, 185 I ,  when a special meeting was held at which the following 
action was taken: This meeting was called to consider a communication just 
received from John P. King, president of the Georgia Railroad and Banking 
Company ; W. L. Mitchell, chief engineer of the Western and Atlantic Rail- 
road Company, and Isaac Scott, president of the Macon and Western Railroad 
Company. This communication had reference to that part of Pryor street ly- 
ing between the public square in this city, belonging to the State, and the de- 
pot lot of the Macon and Western Railroad. The council took the following 
action : In consideration of the urgent necessity of the respective railroad in- 
terests occupying that portion of said street for tracks, etc., and in considera- 
tion of having a more convenient and equitable arrangement of depot buildings 
upon said square, we do hereby resolve and agree to relinquish and surrender 
up to the railroad companies and interests in this city, all cIaims to the afore- 
daid portion of said street. Be it  further resolved that we deem it absolutely 
necessary for the satisfaction of private claims and interests adjoining the pub- 
lic square, as well as the interests and claims of the citizens generally, that the 
respective tracks and depot buildings of the respective railroads be so arranged 
as to do equal justice to all the private and public claims as the convenience of 
the respective railroads will allow of being done. 

. At  this same time the question of building a city hall was taken up and a 
committee of three was appointed to confer with Dr. Thompson, to  ascertain 
the price of a lot. The committee was composed of Roark, Hayden and 
House. On the 20th of June the clerk and mayor were required to execute a 
relinquishment of that portion of Pryor street lying between the public square 
and the Macon and Western Railroad depot lot, and such part of said street as 
crosses the railroad tracks, to the respective railroad companies whose roads 
terminate in this city, and to the State of Georgia. 

The question of erecting a city hall was agaiu taken up by the council on 
September 20, 1851,  on which day it was resolved that a substantial brick 
building be erected on the lot purchased of Dr. Joseph Thompson, for a city 
hall. The dimensions of the hall, as decided upon, were as follows : Length 
seventy feet, width fifty feet, and the building was to be two stories high. 
The lower story was to have a passage way, lengthwise through the building, 
ten feet wide. On the cast side of this passage in the front end of the build- 
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ing was to be a room forty feet in length, for an engine room, and the other 
thirty feet was to be made into rooms for citj. guard house. The space in the 
other side of the building was to be divided in the same manner. The front 
room was to be used for a justice's court room, one of the other two as a clerk's 
room, and the third as a guard house. The upper story was to be used for a 
council room and also for the mayor's court. It was to  have large windows a t  
each side and at each end, and the sash were to be hung with weights, to slide 
up and down. The lower story was to be twelve feet high, and the upper one 
fifteen, in the clear. 

A t  the election for city officers in 1852, the following were elected : Mayor, 
I. F. Gibbs ; councilmen, Stephen Terry, - Grimley, I. 0. McDaniel, L. C. 
Simpson, J. Norcross and R. E. Mangum. 

The officers elected in 1853 were as follows : Mayor, j. F. Mims; council- 
men, J. A. Hayden, J. Winship, W. M. Butt, J. Norcross, I. 0. McDaniel and 
L. C. Simpson. The council chose the following officers : Marshal, Benjamin 
N. Williford ; deputy marshal, Paschal House ; clerk and tax receiver and col- 
lector, Henry C. Holcombe; treasurer, J. T. McGinty. The salaries and 
bonds of these various officials were then determined as follows : Marshal, sal- 
ary $400 and fees, bond $2,000 ; deputy marshal, salary $400 and fees, bond 
$2,000 ; clerk, tax receiver and collector, salary two and one-half per cent. on 
all moneys received and disbursed, bond $~o,ooo ; treasurer, salary one and 
one-half per cent. on all moneys received and disbursed, bond $6,000. 

Follawing is the result of the election held on January 17, 1853, for mayor, 
marshal and deputy marshal : For mayor, John F. Mims received 369 votes, 
and T. F. Gibbs 193 ; for marshal, R. N. Williford received 217, G. M. Lester 
195, Harvey Little I 12, and W. C. Harris 42;  for deputy marshal, Paschal 
House received 236, E. T. Hunnicut 215, James Coker 24, F. Wilmot 38, and 
there were 3 I scattering votes. 

An ordinance was passed January 28, 1853, to the effect that there should 
be elected by the mayor and council a night police, consisting of three per- 
sons, one of whom should be designated as chief of police. By this ordinance 
it was made the duty of the police to guard the city from the ringing of the 
council bell at night, each and every night, and until sunrise next morning, 
and to enforce obedience to the ordinances and by laws of the city. Mr. Mc- 
Ginty resigned as treasurer of the city on February 4, 1853, and was suc- 
ceeded by Ambrose B. Forsyth. The Board of Health for this year was com- 
posed of Dr. D. Hook, Dr. T. M. Darnall, Dr. T. S Denny, B. H. Overly and 
R. Peters. G. A. Pilgrim was elected city sexton. 

On February g, 1853, a question which had been under consideration for 
some time was again taken up and settled. This question was how to raise 
money with which to build the proposed city hall. The committee on finance 
submitted a report to the council at this meeting in which they took strong 
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ground against advertising for the sale of city bonds, as it was not in their 
opinion at all probable that to advertise would bring a single bid. The  fol- 
lowing plan was therefore suggested : That the mayor, at his discretion, bor- 
row $10,000 for the purpose of erecting a city hall, and give the city hall lot 
and the city hall itself as security, and also such other property as the city 
might then own, and in addition to all this such special tax as might be as- 
sessed for the purpose of erecting the proposed city hall. I t  was proposed that 
the loan should be made for ten years, \vith semi-annual interest, the council 
reserving to itself the right to pay the entire debt in three, five or seven years. 

The first step toward lighting the city was taken March 25, 1853. On 
this day the council resolved that a lamp be placed on the bridge on Market 
(now Broad) street. and that lamps be placed a t  such points, a t  the expense of 
the city, as they were most needed, provided the citizens in the neighborhood 
of the lamps thus erected would agree to supply the lamps with fluid. 

The health of the city in 1853, is indicated by the following-report of the 
city sexton, taken in connection with the table of population which may be 
found in another place in this work. The report was made for the quarter 
ending April I ,  1853, and was as follows: Deaths from pneumonia. 2 ; delir- 
ium, I ; complication, I ; old age, I ; measles, I ; typhoid, I ; pleurisy, I ; 
consumption, I ; cholera infanturn, I ; not known, 3 ; colored persons, of dis- 
eases not known, 3 ; total number of deaths, 16. For  the quarter ending July 
I,  1853, the total number of deaths was 37; for the quarter ending October I, 

the total number was 57 ; whites 47, blacks 10, and for the quarter ending 
January I ,  1854, the total number of deaths was 48, making the total number 
for the year I 58. 

~ h k  question of the commencement of the erection of the city hall was 
taken up on September 20, 1853. The necessity of having such a building 
was urged upon the council from the consideration that the city was growing 
rapidly, and was daily becoming of greater and greater importance. And 
while some thought that it would cost about $zo,ooo to erect a hall that would 
be large enough for the needs of the city, !.et the committee having the mat- 
ter in charge thought that a hall large enough could be erected for $15,ooo. 
On the 26th of the month the question of the plan upon which the hall should 
be constructed, was discussed, and that presented by Mr. Hughes was adopted. 
William Markham was elected mayor of the city on November 12 ,  for the bal- 
ance of the year. 011 November 28 a committee consisting of Daniel Hook, 
Thomas S. Denny, Kichard Peters and Thomas N. Darnall reported to the 
council that, in their opinion, all slaughter pens within the city limits were 
nuisances and should be abated. 

William M. Butt was elected mayor in January, I 854, and the councilmen 
elected were as follows: Jared I Whitaker, W. R. Ruggles, L. C. Simpson, 
W. W. Baldwin, Paschal House, John Farrar, John Glenn, J. R. Peck, J. K. 
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Swift and J. S. Oliver. ~ h e s e  councilmen elected the following officers : 
Clerk, Henry C. Holcombe; marshal, Benjamin N. Williford ; deputy marshal, 
E. T. Hunnicut ; treasurer, Oswald Houston ; sexton, G. A. Pilgrim ; clerk of 
the market, I: F. Trout ; surveyor, H. L. Currier, and fixed their several sal- 
aries and bonds as follows: clerk, salary two and one-half per cent. on all 
moneys recei;ed and disbursed, bond $ 1  5,000 ; marshal, salary $500 and fees, . 
bond $3,000 ; deputy marshal, salary $500 and fees ; treasurer, salary one per 
cent. on all moneys received and disbursed, bond $1 5,000; sexton, salary 
$300, and surveyor, salary $300. 

February 3, 1854, the night police was increased to six members. The 
chief was required to give bond in the sum of $1,000, and was required to cry 
in a loud voice from the council hall every hour in the night after nine o'clock, 
to which cry each of his assistants was required to respond ; and the assistants 
were required to report to the chief all violations of the city ordinances. James 
A. Mullin was then elected chief of the night police. 

The question of lighting the city with gas came up for the first time on 
March 3, 1854. A communication had been received from Messrs. Perdieu & 
Hay, of Trenton, and a committee which had been appointed to take the mat- 
ter  into consideration reported to  the council a t  this time. This committee re- 
ported that while most of the citizens of Atlanta were desirous that a gas works 
be established in the city, yet they, the committee, were of the opinion that 
money enough could not be raised at that time by popular subscription to 
complete the enterprise ; and that the financial condition of the city was such 
that it was then inexpedient that a subscription be made by the city council. 

An act of the Legislature was approved on February 20, I 854, the 9th sec- 
tion of which was as follows : "And be it further enacted that the corporate 
limits of the city of Atlanta shall extend so as to embrace the territory lying 
within the following boundaries, to wit: 

" Commencing on a point on the corporate line one-fourth of a mile from 
the Macon and Western Railroad, and on the south side of said road, and run- 
ning in a westerly direction parallel with said road five hundred yards ; thence 
one- half mile in a northerly direction running concentric with the present cor- 
porate line ; thence in an easterly direction to the corporate line, and thence to 
the beginning along said line " 

On March 3, following, H. L. Currier, city surveyor, reported to the coun- 
cil that he had surveyed the city in accordance with the act of the Legislature 
extending the city limits, and he submitted to the council a plan of his survey. 
On April 7 a resolution was adopted by the council appropriating $800 for 
the building of an engine house, to be located on the north of the Market lot. 

The removal of the State capital to Atlanta began to agitate the minds of 
the council on the same day the above action was taken, and a prudential 
committee p a s  appointed consisting of J. J. Whitaker, Peck and Ruggles, to 
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receive the memorial presented on this subject by a number of citizens. This. 
prudential committee, on the 21st of the month, recommended the appoint- 
ment of a special committee to urge upon the people of Georgia the propriety 
of the removal of the capital of the State from Milledgeville to Atlanta, and 
this committee, when appointed, was requested to use all honorable means to 
secure this object. The committee as appointed consisted of John F. Mims, 
John Collier, Allison Nelson, A. G. Ulare and G. B. Haygood. The arrange- 
ments that might be necessary to secure the removal of the capital to Atlanta, 
were left to the discretion of this committee. On the second of June follow- 
ing, this committee was enlarged by the addition of W. B. Spofford, J. M. Spu- 
lock, L. J. Gartreld, L. P. Grant, J. A. Hayden, William Markham, I. 0. Mc- 
Daniel, J. M. Calhoun, R. I. Cowart, B. H. Oberly, T. B. Lanier, and a large 
number of others. 

On June 30, 1854, the authorities of the Atlanta Medical College petitioned 
the mayor and council for the use of the city hall for the purpose of giving lec- 
tures to such students as might attend. A committee was appointed to make 
a report on this subject, and made a report adverse to the petition. A minor- 
ity report was, however, made in favor of granting the request, and when the 
question was put to a vote it was decided in favor of the college by the casting 
vote of the mayor. 

The question of having an artesian well dug in the city, was taken up on 
July 28, 1854, and a committee, consisting of Simpson, Whitaker and Glenn, 
appointed to investigate the matter The gas works question was again taken 
into consideration on the 25th of August, following. Mr. C. Monteith, of Co- 
lumbus, was present, and gave some information to the council on the subject. 
H e  said that gas works sufficient to supply the city of Atlanta would cost about 
$32,000. The gas works of Colun~bus, he said, originally cost that amount, 
and they were then paying a dividend of twelve per cent. On September 22, 

1854, a communication was received from Drs. James F. Alexander, W. F. 
Westmoreland and J. G. Westmoreland, stating that they intended to open a 
medical infirmary in or near the city for the treatment of patients generally, 
and expected to put up buildings of sufficient dimensio~ls to accommodate all 
those needing treatment, and they proposed to board all such as the mayor 
and council might wish to send to such an infirmary, for one dollar per day, 
the city to pay what it might think proper for such medical treatment as the 
patients sent to the infirmary by its authority might receive. The council 
granted the privilege of erecting the infirmary as requested. 

Considerable interest attached to the election for city officers which oc- 
curred on January 15, 1855. I t  was the first time the Know-Nothing party 
had cut any figure in the politics of the city. The result of the election was as 
follows : 

For mayor, the vote was-Allison Nelson, 425 ; I. 0. McDaniel, 41 5. For 
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members of the council. first ward, W. W. Raldwin, 429; U. L. Wright, 417; 
l3. 0. Jones, 416; E. Andrews, 398. Second ward, T. M. Darnall, 424; C. 
H. Strong, 415 ; L. C. Simpson, 402 ; J. L. Dunning, 370. Third ward, John 
Farrar, 439 ; J. W. Thompson, 430 ; A. W. Owen, 398 ; R. Crawford, 387. 
Fourth ward, William Barnes, 449; John Glenn, 441 ; Samuel Dean, 401 ; G. 
W. Adair, 381.  Fifth ward, Thomas Kile, 425 ; C. Powell, 425 ; W. K. Ven- 
able, 4x9 ; J. W. Manning, 396. 

The Democrats regarded this as a great victory over the Know-Nothings, 
and it was thought that it would probably put an end to Know-Nothingism in 
Atlanta. The Know-Nothings themselves, however, seemed to take a differ- 
ent view of the situation. They claimed to have been defeated by fraud, and 
on the 17th of January a communication was addressed to Allison Nelson, the 
successful candidate for mayor, by the defeated candidates for councilmen, in 
which they stated they could prove that gross frauds had been committed a t  
the election. They said that non-residents, aliens and others, who had no 
right to vote, had voted, and that if all the fraudulent votes were thrown out 
the result of the election would be that they themselves would be shown to 
have been elected to the offices out of which they had been counted. They 
said that they believed that no one would hold office by fraud, and they there- 
fore requested the mayor-elect to appoint a day within that month upon 
which there might be an investigation, or that he would submit the question 

-over again to the people. This communication was signed by I. 0. McDan- 
iel, B. 0. Jones, E. Andrews, L. C. Simpson, A. W. Owen, R. Crawford, S. 
Dean, G. W. Adair, W. R. Venable and J. W. Manning. 

In this " extraordinary note," as it was called in the reply, the successful 
candidates responded in substance as follows : 

We find this document signed by those who comprised the ticket of the 
American or Know-Nothing party, with the important exception of Mr. C. H. 
Strong, who was the only one on that ticket who was elected. If you could 
d o  what you propose, establish fraud, etc., in the election, why did you not 
prove it before the managers of the election, when the election was in pro- 
gress ? It certainly was not owing to your want of vigilance, for you had suffi- 
cient challengers at their posts all through the day, and if you failed to convince 
the managers then of the illegality of the votes, it is but reasonable to suppose 
that a new attempt would likewise fail. It would also be the cause of an ex- 
citement which could be but suicidal to the interests of the city, or at least to 
its peace and quiet, etc. 

The respondents then charged that the defeated party polled a large num- 
ber of illegal votes, and that they could prove it, and they then closed their 
reply in the following language : 

" Gentlemen, time and reflection will soothe your feelings, and teach you 
the important lesson of resignation to the will of the people. We are, respect- 

10 
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fully yours, A. Nelson, W. W. Baldwin, W. Barnes, U. L. Wright, Thomas- 
Kile, C. Powell, T. M. Darall, J. W. Thompson, J. Farrer." 

A communication from a citizen signing himself" Atlanta" was almost 
immediately published in the daily papers, making some suggestions with ref- 
erence to the then form of the city government, which, being of permanent 
value, are accorded a place in this work. He said that in his judgment the 
remedy to be applied to the evils which then existed, and with reference to the 
existence of which there was but one opinion, was the election of councilmen 
by wards. There was no doubt that it was the intention of those who framed 
the city government that the council should be composed of representative 
men, one or more from each ward, but this righteous intention was defeated 
by the manner of nominating aud electing these representatives. The wards,. 
as such, did not nominate and elect their members of the council. This was a 
'serious evil, and the source of other very grave evils to the city. Irresponsi- 
ble party cliques nominated candidates in each ward, and thus the wishes of 
any given ward could be overruled by the votes of the other wards. The con- 
sequence was that the interests of the wards were not represented in the coun- 
cil, but instead the interests of political parties. Cities did not live and pros- 
per on politics, but on business. How was the evil to be remedied ? I t  was. 
by allowing each ward to elect its own representatives in the council, etc. 

An episode in the history of the city, which attracted some little attention 
at the time of its occurrence, was the resignation of Allison Nelson as mayor 
of the city. The reason given for this step was that the council reversed one of 
his decisions. On Friday night, July 6, I 85 5, two young men were taken before 
the mayor on a charge of disturbing the peace by quarreling and using profane 
language in the streets. All the witnesses on both sides testified to the fact,. 
and one of the young men, it was proven, had mutilated a sign. Under the 
seventh section of the ordinance for preserving the peace, any person, who 
was guilty of disturbing the peace by using obscene, vulgar or profane lan- 
guage, o r  was guilty of malicious mischief, or of otherwise conducting himself 
in a disorderly manner, was liable to a fine of not over fifty dollars and costs." 
Under this section of the ordinance Mayor Nelson had imposed upon one of 
the young men a fine of fifteen dollars, and upon the other, who had been 
guilty of mutilating the sign, a fine of twenty dollars. An appeal was taken 
in both cases, and the council reduced the fine of the first of the young men from 
fifteen dollars to five dollars, and in the case of the other one they remitted 
the fine altogether. The mayor therefore resigned, because he thought it was 
of no use for him to try to preserve the peace of the city unless the council 
sustained him in his efforts. 

The question of assisting a fair association again came up in February, 
I 855, this time in connection with an application for assistance from the " South 
Central Agricultural Association," and on the 9th of that month a con~mittee, 
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appointed a few days previously, made a report to the council to the effect that 
all property holders would be benefited by the holding of the fairs of the asso- 
ciation in the city, but knowing that large amounts of property were held by 
non-residents who would not subscribe, and that, therefore, subscriptions would 
have to come from a minority of those who would be benefited ; it was there- 
fore resolved that an amount not to exceed $5,000 be appropriated for the 
purpose of purchasing sufficient ground in addition to the-present fair grounds, 
putting the same under the control of the executive committee of the Southern 
Central Agricultural Association, provided that said committee would enter 
into an obligation to locate the said fair permanently in Atlanta so long as the 
said association shall exist; after which the grounds and improvements should 
revert to the mayor and council of Atlanta. The result of the conference in 
the council was that $4,000 was appropriated for this purpose, and five acres 
,of land purchased and set apart for the use of the association so long as they 
might hold their fairs in Atlanta. 

The gas works question came up again on March 23, 1855. Negotiations 
which had previously been indulged in had come to naught, and now a report 
was received in council from the committee having the question under con- 
sideration, that they had consulted Mr. Helme, and a good many of the citi- 
zens, and every one had expressed himself favorably toward the project. A 
committee of three was thereupon appointed to confer with the citizens further 
with special reference to the erection of gas works. A committee of three was 
also appointed to confer with the gentleman who proposed to erect gas works, 
which committee was instructed to r e p ~ r t  such contract as they might agree 
.upon with Mr. Helme to the council for ratification or rejection. The com- 
mittee to confer with the citizens was composed of Thompson, Clarke and Kile ; 
.and that to confer with Mr. Helme was composed of Darnall, Powell and 
Barnes. 

The proposition of William Helme, who was from Philadelphia, was to erect 
coal-gas works, to lay down pipes in the streets, alleys, etc., of the city, for 
lighting the same, and the private and public buildings therein, under a con- 
tract securing to him, among other things, the exclusive privilege of so light- 
ing the same for a period of fifty years. The gas works were to be of sufficient 
capacity to manufacture 20,000 cubic feet of gas every twenty-four hours. 
The council was to erect at least fifty street lamps, and to pay for lighting the 
same thirty dollars each per annum. And the property of the gas company was 
to be free fro111 taxation. I t  was estimated that the gas works would cost 
$50,000, and the city was required to take $20,000 of the gas company's stock, 
paying for the same. in bonds bearing seven per cent. interest. The above pro- 
visions were incorporated into an ordinance, which was read three times and 
passed, and the mayor was empowered to make a contract with Mr. Helme in 
accordance therewith. The bonds were of the denomination of $500, payable 
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fifteen years after date, and bore interest at the rate of seven per cent. Soon 
after this work had been accomplished, a contract was entered into with John 
S. and Joshua Schofield to make and deliver to  the city fifty ornamental lamp- 
posts, including lamps and burners, for twenty-one dollars each, all to be de- 
livered on or before October I ,  1855, On January 28, 1856, Mr. Helme trans- 
ferred to the mayor and council $ZO,OOO in stock of the gas company, which 
had in the meantime been incorporated, for $20,000 i n  city bonds, and him- 
self gave bond for the completion of the works. 

A t  the election for mayor and councilmen, held in January, 1856, the fol- 
lowing were elected : Mayor, John Glenn ; councilmen, Thompson, Barnes, 
Clarke, Kile, Strong and Wilson. Henry C. Holcombe was elected c!erk; B. 
N. Williford, marshal ; and E. T. Hunnicut, deputy marshal. On January 26, 

1856, it was decided to elect a city printer, and propositions were solicited 
from the various printing establishments in the city. The result was that the 
Atlanta Repziblicatz and Disc+line was chosen, the terms agreed upon being 
fifty cents per one thousand ems for the regular proceedings, and for other ad- 
vertisements fifty cents per square of ten lines. 

On January 6, I 857, an ordinance was passed taking $I  oo,ooo stock in the 
Georgia Air Line Railroad, and on the 13th a contract was made with Winship, 
Brothers to supply the city with twenty-five lamp-posts, with lamps and burners,. 
for $500. At  the election, which occurred this month, for mayor and council-. 
men, William Ezzard was elected mayor, and Lawshe, Sharpe, Simpson, Hol- 
combe, Peck, Glenn and Farnsworth, councilmen. The other city officers 
chosen by the council, were as follows: Clerk, tax receiver and collector,. 
James McPherson ; treasurer, Cicero H. Strong; superintendent of streets,. 
William S. Hancock ; first lieutenant of police, Willis P. Lsnier ; second lieu- 
tenant of police, Daniel C. Venable ; clerk of market, John D. Wells; sexton,. 
G. A. Pilgrim ; city surveyor, H. L. Currier. 

Following is a statement showing the condition of the finances of the city- 
of Atlanta, on January 23, 1857 : 

.................... Unpaid checks issuecl prior to January 24, 1856.. $3,498 98 
1' ' 4  < I  .............................. since that (late.. 473 28 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coupons due January I ,  1857. 227 50 -- $ 4,199 76 
Checks, Mechanics' Fire Con~pan)~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,000 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  nontls for city hall clue January I ,  1863 16,000 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  s 1  Gas stock " I '  I ,  1871 20,000 00 

" Fair lot " May I ,  1863 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,000 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " Chattahoochee Bridge, due January I ,  1877.. 3,000 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contract for 25 lamps for lighting streets.. 500 00 

Total intlebtedness.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $47,699 76 
Cash in the treasury.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.383 99, 

Net indebtetlness of the city . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $46,315 77 
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Upon taking the mayor's chair, Mr. Ezzard delivered an inaugural address 
which was a kind of summary of the history of the proceedings of the council 
for a couple of years, from which the substance of a portion of it is extracted, 
as follows : In 1855 the mayor and council entered into a contract with Vl7ill- 
iam Helme, for the erection of gas works in the city, and subscribed $20,000 
to the capital stock of the Atlanta Gas Light Company. They had also con- 
tracted for the purchase of fifty street lamps and lamp-posts for lighting the 
streets of the city, at a cost of $ I  ,050, which had not b.een paid. The stock 
of said company had been paid for in city bonds payable in twenty years, 
bearing interest at the rate of seven per cent. per annum, payable semi-an- 
nually. Early in that year the city council, thinking it doubtful whether this 
stock would prove to be a profitable investment to the city, and being anxious 
to discharge some of its debts, passed a resolution authorizing the mayor to 
sell one-half of said stock for the purpose of liquidating the outstanding debts 
of the city. Under this resolution, stock to the amount of $1,000 was disposed 
of at par value for city checks; when it becoming apparent that the stock 
would prove a profitable investment, the resolution was repealed. Accord- 
ing to the terms of the contract with the gas company, the street lamps were 
to be lighted with gas for the sum of $x,5ooper annum, but as the lamps were 
not all in operation the full year, only $1,458.20 was demanded by the com- 
pany. A t  the expiration of the first six months after the commencement of 
their operation the company declared a dividend of four per cent. par ; for the 
next six months a dividend of eight per cent. was declared, making the whole 
amount of dividend received by the citv upon its stock for the year, $2,280, 
leaving a balance of $821.80 which has been paid into the treasury. 

In view of the fact that gas pipes have been laid down in many parts of the 
city which had not been supplied with street lamps, the council authorized me 
to  contract with Messrs. Winship, Rro. & Sons, for twenty-five additional lamps, 
which has been done, the lamps to cost $500. During the past summer the 
citizens of Roswell, Cobb county, being anxious to have a bridge erected 
across the Chattahoochee River, on the road leading to this place, and having 
ascertained that a suitable bridge could be built for $7,000, they organized a 
company for that purpose, to the capital stock of which they, together with two 
of the citizens of Atlanta, subscribed the sum of $4,000, and the city council, 
having been petitioned by a large number of the citizens of this place, sub- 
scribed for the remaining $3,000 of the stock, to be paid for in bonds payable 
twenty years after date. From the most reliable information which we were 
able to obtain on the subject, we believed that the tolls arising from said 
bridge would be suficient to pay, not only the interest on the bonds that might 
accrue, but that also by the creation of a sinking fund, judiciously arranged, to 
extingu~sh the principal also by the time it should fall due. 

In compliance with the petition of a large number of our citizens, the city 
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-council passed an ordinance directing the mayor to subscribe $~oo,ooo to the 
capital stock af the Georgia Air Line Railroad Co~npany, all of which, except 
-$~,ooo, is payable in bonds of the city bearing seven per cent. interest, the 
bonds being issued in the following manner: One third so as to fall due on 
January I ,  I 873, one-third on January I ,  J 878, and one-third on January I ,  

1883 The subscription has been made accordingly, and the prospect is that 
the road will be built at no very distant day. 

A n  ordinance to establish fire limits was adopted by the council on De- 
-cember 7, 1857.. By this ordinance it was provided that after its passage no 
person should erect or cause to be erected any house for any purpose what- 
.ever, the walls of which should be constructed of wood, on any street within 
the following limits : 

On Whitehall street, between the intersections with that street of Mitchell 
.and Marietta streets; on Mitchell street, between Hunter and Alabama 
streets ; at  any point between Loyd and Forsyth streets ; on Pryor street be- 
tween Alabama and Mitchell streets ; on Decatur street west of Collitls street; 
o n  Marietta street east of Market street; on Market street south of Walton 
.street ; on Peachtree street from Marietta street to the junction of Market and 
Peachtree streets. 

A t  the election in January, 1858, for mayor and aldermen, the following 
gentlemen were elected: Mayor, L. J. Glenn ; aldermen, first ward, F. H. 
Coleman and John Collier; second ward, William Rushton and Thomas J. 
Lowe ; third ward, James E. Williams and J. M. Blackwell; fourth ward, 
John H. Mecaslin and George S. Alexander ; fifth ward, Hayden Coe and J. 
A. Hayden. The other city offices were fill2d as follows: Clerk, Clement C. 
Howell ; treasurer. Philip E. McDaniel ; marshal, E. T. Hunnicut ; deputy 

-marshal, Willis Carlisle ; lieutenant of police, George W. Anderson ; clerk of 
.market, E. B. Reynolds ; street overseer, Thomas G. W. Crussell; city sur- 
veyor, H. W. Fulton ; sexton, G. A. Pilgrim. 

An  important communication was presented to the council on March 5 ,  
I 85 8 ; important, as it touches the underlying principle of industrial economy. 
This communication was in the form of a memorial, and was signed by about 
two hundred citizens of Atlanta. I t  was in the following language: 

" We, the undersigned, would respectfully represent to your honorable 
body that there exists in the city of Atlanta, a number of men who, in the 
opinion of your memorialists, are of no benefit to the city. W e  refer to negro 
mechanics whose masters reside in other places, and who pay nothing toward 
the support of the city government, and whose negro mechanics can afford to 
underbid the regular resident citizen mechanics of your city to their great in- 
jury and without benefit to the city in any way ; we most respectfully request 
your honorable body to take the matter in hand, and by your action in the pre- 
mises afford such protection to  the resident citizen mechanics of your city, as 
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your honorable body may deem meet'in the premises, and in duty bound your. 
petitioners will ever pray." 

At the election for mayor and aldermen in January, 1859, the result was. 
as follows : Mayor, Luther J. Glenn ; aldermen, first ward, Thomas G. Healey 
and Thomas Haney ; second ward, James L. Dunning and William Watkins;. 
third ward, J. M. Blackwell and Coleman F. Wood; fourth ward, Alexander 
M. Wallace and Thomas R. Ripley ; fifth ward, Bartly M. Smith and Cyrus 
H. Wallace. The officers elected by this council were as follows : Clerk, C. C. 
Howell ; treasurer, P. E. kIcDanie1; sexton, G. A. Pilgrim ; marshal, Willis,. 
Carlisle ; deputy marshal, E. T. Hunnicut ; first lieutenant of police, G. W. 
Anderson; second lieutenant of police, G. M. Lester; street overseer, John 
Haslett; clerk of the market, E. B. Reynolds; city surveyor, H. L. Currier. 

In his inaugural address, Mayor Glenn said, with reference to the finances 
of the city, that they were in a healthy condition. The previous council had 
paid off the floating debt which amounted to more than $3,000, and he said at. 
that time there was not, in all probability, a single check against the city out-- 
standing. The bonded debt was as follows: 

Bonds issued for fair grounds.. .............. ; ..................... $ 3 , m  
Bonds issued for city hall.. ...................................... 16,000 

Bonds issued for stock in gas company.. ........................... 20,000 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Bonds issued to the Georgia A'ir Line Railroad Company.. 
59- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bonds issued for stock in the Chattahoochee Bridge 3400  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total bonded indebtedness of the city.. 847,000 

The mayor said that the ordinance authorizing the issue of bonds for the- 
erection of the city hall, which had cost in the aggregate $3o,ooo, pledged a 
special tax of one-fourth of one per cent. on real estate and stock in trade to 
raise a sinking fund for the payment of the interest on said bonds and for their 
ulti~nate redemption. None of the special tax had, up to that time, been ap- 
plied to the redemption of the bonds, the interest only having been paid out 
of it. This special tax, collected the past year, amounted to $5,560, from. 
which, if the interest on the bonds, $1,120, were deducted, there would remain 
$4,440, which should have been applied to the extinguishment of the debt. 
The Chattahoochee bridge had not as yet paid any dividend. The gas corn- 
pany, in which the city held stock to the amount of $19,000, had paid a divi- 
dend of ten per cent. during the past year; and the city had been lighted 
during the year by eighty lamps. 

On February I I, 1859, a proposition with reference to the city's printing 
was made by the proprietors of the Intellz'gencer, and of the Sozttherjz Co~tfed- 
erncy. This proposition was to insert in their respective papers the proceed- 
ings of the council and their ordinances, and all other matter pertaining to the 
city, at  one-half their usual rates of advertising, viz. : ,One dollar per square; 
the prices paid previously by the council not being sufficient to pay for setting 
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the type. This proposition was signed by A. A. Gaulding & Co., of the Iz- 
telligeucer, and by James P. Hamilton, of the Sot~fhe~rz Co?zfedevrrcy, and was 
accepted by the council. 

About April I ,  1858, the Georgia Air Line Railroad Company made ap- 
plication to the council for the first installment on the city's subscription of 
$roo,ooo to the stock of that company; the ter,ms of the subscription being 
that when the railroad coinpany had received bona $de subscriptions to the 
amount of $650,000, exclusive of that subscribed by the city of Atlanta, then 
the city of Atlanta would pay ten per cent. of her first subscription, viz. 
$~o,ooo. Before yielding to the demand of the company, the council took 
the precaution of investigating, by means of a committee appointed for that 
purpose, the question of the amount subscribed, and found. according to the 
report of this committee, that the stock subscribed was as follows : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fulton county had subscribed.. .$ 84,700 
.................................................. Hall county.. I 56,900 

Franklin county. ............................................... 146,200 
Hart county.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  74600 

............................................... Guinnett county. .  18,300 

............................ Total amount subscribed.. .$480,700 

And, as according to this report, $650,000 had not been subscribed; the 
memorial of the president and directors of the Georgia Air Line <ailroad 
Company was laid on the table. But the railroad company was persistent in 
its attempts to induce the council to issue the $~o,ooo. Accordingly, on the 
6th of May following, it again petitioned that body to issue that amount of 
bonds. The petitioners assured the council that $750,000 had been subscribed 
to the stock of the company, including the two subscriptipns bf the city of At- 
lanta, of $100,000 each. And in order to bring the matter very pointedly 
before the council, the company propounded the following questions : 

I. Assuming that the stock already subscribed amounts to $750,000, and 
that the subscriptions are bonajde, is there, in the opinion of the council, any 
legal impediment to the city's payment of its regular installment of ten per 
cent. on $~oo,ooo, when the same shall be demanded by the company? 

2. If any legal impediment exist, has the council the power to remove i t? 
3. Will the council exercise the power if requested so to do by a majority 

of the legal voters of the city ? 
4. Will the council provide for holding an eleqtion by the citizens, that their 

wishes on this subject may be expressed ? 
The reply of the council to these questions was made on the 13th of May, 

and was to the effect that while it was never the intention on the part of the 
citizens of Atlanta that the city should build the Georgia Air Line Railroad 
alone, it was nevertheless the settled policy of the city to assist in its construc- 
tion to the full amount of its subscription,reserving to itself the right to withhold 
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further aid when the conditions on which the subscription was made had not 
been complied with, viz.: the subscription of $650,000, outside of the city's sub- 
scription. This amount, as the council thought, had not been secured. Yet, 
nevertheless, the council declared its earnest friendship for the road, and their 
warmest desire for its success ; and to the stockholders along the line of the 
road, they said once for all : " We are with you in this work, ready to comply, 
when others have fulfilled." 

On the 20th of May, I 859, an interesting petition was received from Theo- 
dore Harris, G. C. Rogers and 0. H. Jones, to the effect that an ordinance be 
passed for the protection of those citizens of Atlanta who might wish to run 
hacks, etc., in the city, on such occasions as the annual meetings of the South- 
ern Central Agricultural Association. They said that previously, different per- 
sons, not only from Fulton county, but also from other counties, had come to 
Atlanta, and had run hacks free of charge ; or, in other words, without paying 
a license, which was, in their opinion, a great injustice to them, as well as to 
other tax-paying citizens. 

The following ordinance was passed on the same day the above petition 
was presented : " All free persons of color, coming within the limits of Atlanta 
to  live, shall, within ten days after their arrival, pay to the clerk of the council 
$200 ; and in case of failure to do so shall be arrested by the marshal, or dep- 
uty marshal, or other police officer, who shall put him or her in the guard- 
house, for the term of five days, during which time the marshal shall adver- 
tise in at  least one public city gazette, that such person or persons of colorwill 
be hired out at public outcry at the city hall, to the person who will take such 
free person of color for the shortest time for said sum. etc." 

Another communicatio~~ of an interesting character was received by the 
council on the 3d of June following, froni Watkins and Rice. I t  was to the 
effect that in their opinion an ordinance should be passed regulating the pur- 
chase and sale of negroes in the city of Atlanta, so as to compel non-residents 
to pay a tax to the city on all negroes they might buy or sell within the lim- 
its of said city. The traders who belonged in  the city had to pay such a tax 
for the support of the city, and it was thought that if non-residents enjoyed 
the benefits of the purchase andasale of negroes within the limits of the city, 
they should likewise pay a tax for the privilege of so doing. 

Another petition, which had at the bottom of it the same principle, was 
presented to the council on July 1 5 ,  1859. This petition was as follows: 

" We feel aggrieved, as Southern citizens, that your honorable body toler- 
ates a negro dentist (Roderick Badger), in our midst, and in justice to ourselves 
and the community it ought to be abated. We, the residents of Atlanta, ap- 
peal to you for justice." 

The officers elected in January, I 860, were as follows : Mayor, William Ez- 
zard ; councilmen, first ward, H. H. Glenn and J. B. Norman ; second ward, 

I1 
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P. E. McDaniel and James Clark; third ward, James R. D. Osburn and M. T. 
Castleberry ; fourth ward, S. B. Sherwood and John R. Wallace ; fifth ward, 
Isaac Winship and James T. Lewis. The ministerial officers elected by the 
council were as follows: Clerk, C. F. Wood; tredsurer, J. R. Rhodes ; marshal, 
G.  W. Anderson ; deputy marshal, E. T. Hunnicut ; first lieutenant of police, 
G. M. Lester; second lieutenant of police, J. M. Blackwell ; street overseer, 
John Haslett; clerk of market, J. F. Trout. A t  the close of Mayor Ezzard's 
term of office, he stated that the city had paid off the bonds issued in aid of the 
fair, $3,000, and that the city's subscription to the Georgia Air Line Railroad 
then amounted to $300,000. 

The condition of the streets of the city before the war is sufficiently de- 
scribed by extracts from the newspapers published during that period. 

The following extract from the Daily /?zteiiig~~zcer of February 19, 1852, 
will serve to give some idea of the condition of the streets of Atlanta, a t  the 
time of its publication : 

a '  A Word to Stra~zgers." " If you arrive in town on any of the numerous 
railroads that terminate here, it will probably be just before dark. After re- 
freshing yourselves with a hearty meal at some one of our well-conducted ho- 
tels, you will feel a desire to take a stroll about town, a t  least through White- 
hall street. .Starting from the vicinity of the railroads you can proceed fear- 
lessly till you come to the first cross street, called Alabama street. Don't 
think of walking out of your direction to walk up that street unless the moon 
shines particularly bright, or unless you can hang to the coat tail of some 
friendly guide; as without such aids you would probably find yourself in about 
two minutes at the bottom of a pit, fifteen feet in diameter by eighteen feet 
deep, which occupies the center of the road, and thus occasion considerable 
trouble to those who happen to be near, it1 procuring ropes to drag you out, 
and in such case, you might besides, be inclined to form an unfavorable im- 
pression in regard to our city regulations, as did a gentleman last week, who 
was hauled out of the pit pretty severely injured. 

'' Passing this point you can continue in Whitehall street, but by all means 
take the right hand side, as on the left side are two deep trenches dug out for 
cellars. We are not informed whether the cellar doors are built, or whether 
they are inte~lded to extend to the center of the street or only across the side- 
walk. A t  present they are admirably adapted to catch unwary passengers. 
In one night last week, during a rain storm, they caught no less than five- 
two ladies and three gentlemen, returning from a concert. One of these was 
a stranger in the city, and while spreading himself before a blazing fire, in the 
Holland House, to dry the red clay with which his garments were beautifully 
covered, gave way so much to his feelings that he was observed very much 
upset at the mention of our venerable city council. 

"Proceeding on the right hand side of the street you will have a very com- 
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fortable walk until you come to Cook's corner, where the pavement ceases. 
Here you had better turn square round and walk back, for directly in advance 
is another pit, fifteen by eighteen feet, ready to take you in. In some parts of 
the town we believe these holes have been covered over. The one in front of 
Loyd & Perryman's store, where a man fell in and broke his neck some weeks 
since, we are credibly informed was promptly covered after the event." 

" P. S.-Since the above was put in type we are gratified and delighted 
that each of the pits mentioned above, have been temporarily covered with 
plank so as to avoid the recurrence of further accidents." 

The following editorial on " Dilapidated Sidewalks," appeared in the DaiZy 
Exnmiuer, October I 7, I 85 5 : " Damages to the amount of $3, roo were some 
time since given at Chicago, to a Mr. Merrington, for injuries sustained upon 
the sidewalks on State street, they being out of repair, by a jury of that city. 
The judge set aside the verdict, and the case was remanded for a new trial. 
A t  the new trial the jury was unable to agree, and the attorney for the city 
proposed to receive the verdict of the eleven jurymen who could agree. The 
proposition being accepted by the plaintiff's counsel, it was found tbat the ver- 
dict was for $6,000 damages. 

"Now here is a warning to all municipal authorities, but particularly should 
it be to those of Atlanta. True, our city is young, but it is nevertheless flour- 
ishing, and its authorities are by no means ignorant of the powers vested in 
them to tax the people. A walk however, down Whitehall street, is not the 
thing it should be, and we should not be surprised to hear sotne day of a ver- 
dict like tbat at Chicago, rendered by a jury of our own citizens in favor of 
some poor devil, over a broken leg, or of a widow with nine children, whose 
husband's neck was broken by a tumble into one of the numerous dark cellars 
that ornament the business part of the town." 

The remainder of the municipal history of the city, which is more than 
usually interesting, is reserved for a subsequent chapter in this work. 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE WAR PERIOD. 

A S is well known to all readers of American history, the great civil war of 
1861-1 865, had its origin long before armed hostilities actually occurred 

in April, 1861. The existence of slavery being itself the primal cause of that 
great struggle, it may be said when treating of the subject philosophically, 
that the cause of the war was the introduction of that institution into this coun- 
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try. Coming down to more recent times it may be said that the discussions of 
the great question of the rights of the States under the constitution, which oc- 
curred and culminated during the decade immediately preceding the great 
struggle, were the secondary cause of the war ; though the question itself is of no 
more recent origin than the constitution. But the first special events that really 
were portentous of the coming storm, that occurred anywhere in the country, 
occurred in 1856, in connection with the admission of Kansas into the Union. 
I n  the early part of this year the excitement over the struggle in Kansas Ter- 
ritory, by the two great parties-pro-slavery and anti-slavery-as to whether 
that Territory should be admitted into the Union as a free State or a slave 
State, reached Atlanta. What was called a " Kansas Meeting," was held in 
this city March 5 ,  1856, St which the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted by the " Atlanta Company of Emigrants for Kansas Territory : 

WHEREAS, The admission of Kansas Territory into the Union as a free 
State, would destroy the balance of power between the several States, which 
are already in an excited condition of aggravated discussion, from which the 
destruction of the constitution, the subversion of the government, and all the 
horrors of civil war are likely to ensue ; and, 

WHEREAS, The safety of our Southern institutions, and the peace and quiet 
of all truly patriotic, liberty-loving and law-abiding citizens are endangered, 
and, in our opinion, doomed to suffer materially, or be totally destroyed by the 
intermeddling and aggressive policy of abolition fanatics ; and, 

WHEREAS, The geogr'iphicdl situation and the adaptation of its soil to 
Southern institutions and products combine to make it  a State in which slave 
labor can be profitably and beneficially employed by all the citizens of the 
South; and, 

WHEIIEAS, The first settlers and original pioneers of that territory were 
slaveholders, and so declared themselves immediately after the organization of 
the territory; be it therefore 

Resohed, I .  That each member of this company will lawfully exert himself 
to the utmost to secure the admission of Kansas Territory into the Union as a 
slave State. 

Resolved, 2. That individually and as a company of true patriotic men, 
w h o  11 ave the safety,the honor of our country and her institutions at heart, 

we will do all that we can do to prevent the admission of said territory into the 
Union as a free State, a result to be greatly deplored by all the good and true, 

, especially by all genuine Southern men. 
Resohed, 3. That as the geographical situation and soil of said Territory 

are naturally and peculiarly adapted to slave labor, Southern institutions and 
products, it does by right and every principle of justice, belong to the South 
and the South alone, and that we will resist at all hazards any unlawful at- 
tempt to make it a free State. 
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THE WAR PERIOD. 85 

ResoZz~ed, 4. That we highly conimerid and approve the brave sons of Mis- 
souri for the gallant stand and unflinching courage which they have taken and 
evinced in defending Southern rights; and we now declare our firm and unal- 
terable intention to stand by her side in aiding the people of Kansas Territory 
in enforcing their laws and in the maintenance of the laws and constitution of ' 

the United States. 
On March 29, 1856. the following brief editorial reference to the passage 

of emigrants on their way to Kansas Territory, through Atlanta, appeared in 
the I~ztellz'ge~zcer; " Judging from the number of companies passing almost 
daily through our city on their way to Kansas, we doubt not that there will be 
a ' smart sprinkling ' of Southerners in that interesting region before many 
weeks. On Wednesday night a company of eighteen or twenty passed 
through Atlanta, and on Thursday we noticed another company of forty-one, 
all armed and equipped, going on their way rejoicing. They were from 
Charleston and other points in South Carolina. A company organized in this 
city is expected to leave in a few days." 

The following notice appeared in the Intelligencer on April 4, 1856 : "Off 
for Kansas ! Captain Jones's company of emigrants, consisting of twenty-one 
young and able-bodied men, left this place yesterday morning for Kansas. 
They will probably be joined by others a t  Marietta, and along the line of the 
railroad. Captain Jones is a young man of pure stock and true grit, and we 
doubt not the success of himself and those under him, in the new territory, 
while the cause of the South will have in them true and efficient friends." 

There was a Kansas meeting held in the city hall on August 4, 1856, a t  
which a large number of the citizens of Fulton county were present. The ob- 
ject of the meeting was to take into consideration Georgians in Kansas Ter- 
ritory, and to aid the cause of the South in that part of the country. On mo- 
tion, A. C. Pulliam was called to the chair, and Colonel S. G. Howell requested 
to act as secretary. Captain B. Jones and Captain E. M. McGhee, who were 
sent out by the State Colonization Society, addressed the meeting, setting 
forth the noble manner in which each Georgian had performed his duty in 
the Territory, and the hardships they had endured for want of means. They 
spoke of the vast importance to Missouri, to the South and to the entire Union, 
of Kansas coming into the Union as a Southern State. The soil of the Terri- 
tory and its climate were dwelt upon and praised at great length. They con- 
cluded with an appeal to Georgians, which it was thought could not fall un- 
heeded upon the ears of true Southerners. 

A committee was then appointed at ten A. M. ,  August 5, 1856, for the 
purpose of appointing as many as that committee might deem proper in At- 
lanta, and from each district in the county, to solicit contributions in behalf of 
the Georgia Colonization Society, and Southerners who are in or who might 
emigrate to Kansas. This committee was composed of the following gentle- 
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men: Colonel L. J. Glenn, Colonel A. H. Stokes, Daniel Pittman, A. B. Mc- 
Afee, E. B. Reynolds, Captain Loyd, C. H. Strong, Colonel J. L. Harris, F. 
H. Coleman, and E. L. Calhoun. This committee reported the names of the 
following persons as suitable to solicit subscriptions : 

For Atlanta-Robert M. Clarke, J. A. Hayden, C. H. Wallace, L. H. 
Davis, H. Muhlenbrink, 0. H. Jones, Dr. R. T. Pulliam, Dr. J. A.  Taylor, 
Colonel A. H. Stokes, and Captain G. H. Thompson. 

For Black Hall District--Thomas Connally, Dr. J. M. Dorsey, T. J. Per- 
kerson, Meredith Brown, and A. R. Almond. 

For Buck Head District-Colonel Clark Howell, Henry Irby, Pinckney 
Randall, H. Pace, and M. C. Donaldson. 

For Casey's District-Hiram Emory, Nelson Defur, J. M. Cook, J. J. 
Thrasher, and Dr. D'Alvigney. 

For Oak Grove District-J. L. Evins, John Isharn, S. Jett, Lee Heflin, and 
S. Spruel. 

For Stone's District-W. A. Green, Dr. William Gilbert, W. A. Wilson, 
~ u r a t  McGhee, and Thomas Kennedy. 

The statement was made in connection with this movement that a little 
help from Georgia, and only a little, would do a great deal for Kansas. For 
out of about thirty counties in Kansas, Georgia was expected to redeem only 
three. 

The attitude of the people toward, and the excitement upon, the discussion 
of such political questions as then were uppermost in the minds of the entire 
people of the country at that time, are aptly illustrated by a little occurrence- 
in the early part of 1860, which is sufficiently described in the following ex- 
tract from the I~ztelZige?zcer; 

"Newcomb has Left.-A fellow named Newcomb, who caused the dis- 
turbance at Hayden's' Hall on Tuesday night, January 3, 1860, has left. It 
was whispered around town on Wednesday that this individual was in the habit 
of drinking toasts to.old ' Osawatomie Brown,' and stating that he should not 
have been hung He was in  the employ of Mr. J. Ryan, dry goods merchant, 
and came here from the North. Mr. Ryan was waited on yesterday, by some 
of our citizens, and informed of the doings of this individual, when he very 
justly and very pron~ptly gave him notice that any one guilty of conduct 
savoring of Abolition could not clerk for him, and thereupon gave him his 
walking papers. Newcomb could not be found last night, although delegations. 
of citizens would have been glad to pay him their respects could they have 
discovered him. He is doubtless OH for parts unknown, and the sooner he- 
treads Northern soil the better it will be for him." This was D. S. Newcornb, 
and he was from New York city. 

Another question, which began to agitate the minds of the people of the 
South. and of course of fhose of Atlanta, was that of non-intercourse with t h e  
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Northern States with respect to trade. It  was thought by many that the South 
could and should be entirely independent of the North. This sentiment arose, 
of course, from the repeated and continuous hostility of the people of the North- 
ern States toward the institution of slavery, but it is also true that the necessity 
for commercial independence in case of war between the two sections intensified 
the sentiment, which could not fail to be seen by the leading minds of the South. 
I t  was also thought by some that if Southern trade was withdrawn from the 
Northern wholesale merchants, the agitation of the slavery question would, in 
obedience to 'their desires and interests, diminish considerably at least, if it 
were not entirely silenced. 

The following extract, from the Intelligencer of January 6, 1860, has a 
bearing upon this subject : 

"Nort/zer?z Trade.-For many years past the Southern merchants have 
been accustomed to purchase a large portion of their goods in New York and 
other Northern markets. Charleston, Savannah, and other Southern cities have 
been almost altogether neglected in the great furore for Northern purchases. 

' 

Late movements in reference to the slavery question have caused a healthy reac- 
tion among Southern merchants, and we hear of heavy complaints being made 
of the great falling off of Southern trade and patronage. This is good ; the 
physic begins to work. We have long desired to see this corrective applied 
for the many grievances of which we have so long complained as having been 
inflicted upon us by Northern fanaticism. The true policy is to  withhold the 
supplies which we have so long furnished Northern merchants, and there will 
soon come a torrent of opposition to Abolitionism from the enterprise and 
capital of the North, which will drive fanaticism from the whole country." 

In the I?ztelligencer for January 14, 1860, a communication was published 
from some one signing himself " Longstreet," in which the merchants of At- 
lanta were given some advice with reference to the patronizing of Abolition 
merchants of New York city. This correspondent said that the Southern 
merchant, who went to New York to patronize Abolition merchants of that 
city, merited no patronage a t  home, and would receive none if that fact were 
known ; and he also said that the question would be one of inquiry in the future. 
There were plenty of native Georgians in New York city engaged in the whole- 
sale trade for Georgia merchants to patronize, and if these native Georgia New 
York merchants could not supply all the demands that might be made upon 
them, they could at least give information as to where to buy without its being 
necessary for Georgia merchants to patronize enemies of the South. A par- 
tial list of the .names of such Georgia wholesale merchants, engaged in business 
in New York, was given so as to relieve every merchant going to New York 
from the necessity of purchasing goods of their enemies, as follows: Robert 
H. Johnson, Jesse C. Lane, John T. Smith, Robert Bonner, George H. Lewis, 
J. W. Morgan, Thomas A. Tobin, L. P. G. Clark, W. B. Lowe, Norman Smith, 
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E. Hopkins, John S. Richardson, L. F. Choice, J. W. Worrill, James A. An- 
derson, H. S. Hughes, Willis C. Seats, Stephen Shell, M. P. Wingfield, J. W. 
Bradley, A. V. Boatrite, W. B. Butt and UT. G. Robinson. 

Warning was given the unwary merchant of Georgia to beware of pro- 
fessed friends of the South, whom they might find in New York city. The 
communication closed with the following appeal : 

" Strike, merchants of Georgia, a t  the black Republican and Abolition 
trade of the North ! Repudiate it, give it no countenance, no quarter; reject 
it, spurn it, and spit upon it ! In so doing you will not only display your own 
patriotism and loyalty to the South, but you will carry out the wishes, we 
may say the stern demands, of those from whom you expect to derive your 
profits from home. The times demand that no black Republican or Aboli- 
tionist shall profit by Southern trade, either directly or indirectly, from cupid- 
ity, nor from avarice." 

A meeting of the merchants of Atlanta was urged by the undersigned to 
take this question of withdrawing patronage from Northern merchants into 
consideration, January 31,  1860. W. Herring & Co., McMillan & Fleming, 
High, Butler & Co., J. M. Holbrook, Cox, Hill & Co., Hunnicutt & Taylor, 
Tomlinson & Barnes, Massey & Lansdell, Ezzard & Grier, Rucker & Waddall, 
Er Lawshe, Maddox & Watkins, J. D. Sims, William M. Williams, H. H. Witt 
& Co., J. D. Lockhart, F. A. Williams, Clark & Grubb, Smith & Ezzard, 
Clarke & Lewis, W. H. Deshong and D. Mayer. 

A meeting of citizens was held in accordance with this suggestion. Cap- 
tain A. M. Wallace was made chairman of the meeting, and Dr. James P. 
Hambleton was made secretary. Dr. B. M. Smith moved that a committee 
of five be appointed by the chair to report resolutions to the meeting, and 
Chairman Wallace appointed Dr. B. M. Smith, William Herring, sr., William 
Gilbert, K. F. Maddox and William M. Williams. This committee reported 
a series of resolutions favoring the cutting off of all trade with Abolition mer- 
chants. 

They also favored the formation of a mercantile association to ascertain 
who were sound and who were unsound on the slavery question among 
Northern merchants. They also expressed the opinion that preference 
should be given to sound constitutional merchants over those who were 
inimical to Southern institutions. There being but few present, the meet- 
ing adjourned to meet again on the 7th of February, to form a mercantile 
association. 

This association was afterward formed, and the subject of cutting off trade 
with the North was by no means abandoned. A meeting of merchants was 
held on the 24th of February, 1860, of which Dr. D. Young was the chairman, 
and A. M. Eddleman, secretary. A committee of five was appointed, con- 
sisting of W. H. Barnes, J. Norcross, W. M. Williams, L. C. Wells and J. B. 
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Peck, to draft business for the meeting. This committee made the following 
report : 

WHEREAS, All the undersigned, merchants and business men o f  Atlanta, 
believing it to be for our mutual interest and for the public good, do hereby 
form ourselves into a " nlercantile association," for the purpose of strength 
and counsel, to build up the business of Atlanta, and to successfuliy compete 
with any city of the South, and for the purpose of remedying the present 
unjust discriminations against our city, in freights and the commerce of the 
city. 

Resolved, That by concerted action we will be better protected, not only 
as Southern men, but as merchants, and that we will feel ourselves in honor 
bound to impart information to  this association as may be useful t o  our sec- 
tion and the protection of our trade. 

Resolved, That we look upon the discrimination of Charleston and Savan- 
nah in favor of Nashville and other cities in freight, as unjust and,oppressive, 
and objectionable to our interests as a commercial city, and that we will treat 
all those cities fairly and honorably to get a reduction from those ports to 
Atlanta. 

Resolved, That we will, individually and collectively, use our best endeavors 
to make Atlanta a port of entry, believing it would be of benefit to ourselves, 
our State and the general government. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to form a constitution and 
by.laws for this association and for other purposes, and to report at a meeting 
to be held on next Friday night. 

This committee, as appointed, consisted of J. B. Peck, W. M. Williams, S. 
B. Robson, Dr. John L. Hamilton and Judge S. B. Hoyt. A committee was 
also appointed to fully investigate the matter of discriminations in freight 
against Atlanta, consisting of Sidney Root, William McNaught, Williatn Her- 
ring, John R. Wallace, A. K. Seago, William H. Barnes, E. M. Seago, and P. 
L. J. May. Judge Hoyt was afterward added to this committee. 

Thus it will be seen that the original purpose of the organization of a 
" mercantile association " was a t  least temporarily overshadowed. The his- 
tory of the efforts made to advance the commercial interests of Atlanta will be 
related subsequently. 

Early in the year 1860 there was considerable excitement over the ques- 
tion of the formation of a lodge of the " Knights of the Golden Circle." A 
meeting was held March 19, for the purpose of hearing an exposition of the 
objects, aims and ends of the order. Colonel Robert J. Cowart was called to 
the chair and M. N. Bartlett, esq., was made secretary. Colonel Cowart ex- 
plained the objects of the meeting and introduced General George Bickley, 
who was the commander-in-chief of the order. General Bickley addressed the 
meeting in a speech of about an hour in length, in whlch he' set forth the 

12 
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character and designs of the order, giving a detailed account of its origin and 
organization, and showing that it was not only in accordance with law, but 
that its operations were not objected to by the authorities of the United States 
government. 

Major Castilanos, who accompanied General Bickley, then spoke, and after 
the conclusion of his speech Colonel N. J. Scott, who also accompanied Gen- 
eral Bickley, made a few remarks. Colonel Stewart, of Mobile, Ala., then made 
a very patriotic speech with reference to the rights ofthe South. He said he 
knew nothing of the Knights of the Golden Circle, but was of the opinion that 
something must be done to extend the area of slavery. Colonel Cowart then 
made a speech which made every Southern heart glad. He portrayed in 
most glowing terms the wrongs of the South, and his speech was most enthusi- 
astically received by those present. 

On Tuesday evening, March 20, 1860, a number of citizens convened at 
the city hall for the purpose of hearing more about the Knights of the Golden 
Circle. Captain A. M. Wallace was called to  thk chair and A. A. Gaulding 
was made secretary. Colonel Scott then made a speech in which he expressed 
his views of Southern rights and of Southern remedies for Southern wrongs. 
General Rickley, Major Castilanos and V. A. Gaskill also addressed the meet- 
ing. Their speeches were all fraught with true Southern feeling. A commit- 
tee appointed on a previous evening consisting of Major J. H. Steele, John M. 
Clarke, Colonel R. J. Cowart and Clayton, made the following report 
through their chairman, Major Steele : 

The committee to whom was referred the consideration of the objects and 
designs of the Knights of the Golden Circle for the purpose of reporting to the 
meeting, beg leave to report as follows: 

Impressed with the necessity of vigilance and determination in the defense 
of the constitutional rights of the Southern or Slave States, threatened with 

an irrepressible conflict by and through which these States are to be despoiled 
of those rights; warned by active aggressions, insurrectionary movements,. 
murder most foul, and the advance onward to political power of the Abolition 
sentiment, it is time t o  prepare for an ominous future, to guard all that which 
we constitutionally possess, and as far as is in our power may be, to extend 
Southern sentiments, Southern institutions, and Southern civilization, there- 
fore, 

Resolved I .  That we recognize in the aims of the Knights of the Golden 
Circle, as set forth by  General Bickley, of Virginia, Major Henry Castilanos, 
of Louisiana, and Colonel N. J. Scott, of Alabama, a movement which we 
heartily commend, because the slave States of this U n i ~ n  have in them their 
success guaranteed, not only for the continuance of the domestic institutions 
of slavery in their midst, but also its extension south, with all other elements 
of Southern cibilization. 

Courtesy of gAd @ 
http://www.gagenweb.org
(C) 2005 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED88 9/11/2005.



Resolved 2. That this meeting returns its warmest thanks to the distin- 
guished General Bickley, Major Henry Castilanos and Colonel N. J. Scott, for 
the valuable information imparted to it, and do most cordially commend them 
and their course to the respectful and patriotic consideration and support of 
our fellow-citizens of Georgia and the South. 

After these three gentlemen had left Atlanta, a committee was appointed 
to receive contributions for the promotion of the objects of the organization, 
as follotvs : A A. Gaulding, A. M. Wallace, J. W. Duncan, Dr. J. F. Alex- 
ander, G. W. Anderson, William H. Fitts and John M. Clark. This commit- 
tee was required to report to a State Central Conlmittee all their actions and 
doings, and they were to turn over all moneys collected to the Central Com- 
mittee. 

On March 24, 1860, the following advertisement appeared in the Intelli- 
gencer : 

" K .  G. C." " A meeting of Constitutional Union men, without regard to 
party, will be held at the city hall next Tuesday night to inquire into and 
investigate the purposes and tendencies of the military organization headed by 
General Bickley, and claiming to amount in numbers to nearly 35,000, and 
known as the Knights of the Golden Circle." 

a 

At a meeting of the finance committee and members of the K. G. C., My- 
ron N. Bartlett, in accordance with a previous commission from General Bick- 
ley, was appointed to initiate and enroll members, to raise recruits and to act 
as corresponding secretary. His office was under Hunnicutt & Taylor's drug 
store, where any one was at liberty to go to him for information about the or- 
ganization. 

The object of the order, at least one of its objects, as explained to the peo- 
ple of the South, was to go to Mexico, and assist Juarez to establish a repub- 
lican form of government. Like Ward, Fannin, Crockett, and their brave com- 
peers, who went to Texas to aid an oppressed people to establish a republi- 
can government, without interference from the government of the United 
States, so the Knights of the Golden Circle proposed to do in the case of Mex- 
ico. An invitation had been extended to the people by Knights of the Golden 
Circle to go to Mexico and assist the Juarez party to establish a permanent 
government, and to put down the miserable faction of Miramon's malcontents, 
who brought desolation and revolution upon the country. The position of the 
Juarez party was, it was said, perilous in the extreme, and even then it might 
be desperate. If then the Knights of the Golden Circle had been invited to 
take part in the affairs of Mexico by the Juarez government, it should embark 
a t  once for Mexico, and it was hoped that General Bickley and his merry men 
.would not illustrate the familiar distich : 

"The latter end of the fray, or the beginning of a feast 
Suits a dull fighter, or a hungry guest." . 
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92 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

The order of the Knights of the Golden Circle was instituted in Missis- 
sippi in rS54 ; its original object being for the cultivation of a martial spirit 
among the young men of the State. For a long time the number of its 
members was very limited, but in 1859 and 1860 its leaders adopted new 
plans and by this means gave it an impetus, and it slowly but surely spread 
over seventeen States, including the entire South, but it was particularly 
strong in Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. In March, 1860, 
General Hickley estimated the number of men belonging to the order to be a t  
least 30,000. 

On Wednesday, April 4, 1860, a large and respectable meeting of the citi- 
zens of Atlanta was held at the city hall. It was addressed by A. A. Gauld- 
ing, Colonel R. J. Cowart and Dr. A. G. Thomas. The theme of all the speak- 

' 

ers on this occasion was the rights of the South, and the importance of civ- 
ilizing and Americanizing Mexico. The speaker said that there was no use in 
disguising the fact the value of the Union had been over-estimated. Once 
this would have been considered treason in the second degree, a t  least. But 
" times change, and men change with them." They had borne the ilnpositions 
and exactions of their Northern brethren about long enough, and tho time had 
come to look out fcr self-protection. The speakers loved the Union which 
their fathers made, but when the Union was converted into an engine of op- 
pression to a certain portion of the Confederacy of American States they pre- 
ferred to look out for new guardians of their future security. The Knights of 
the Golden Circle proposed to place Juarez, the head of the liberal party in 
Mexico in power. Juarez was recognized by the government of the United 
States as the legally constituted head of the Mexican government. He had 
invited citizens of this country to come to Mexico and settle in that tefritory, 
and to aid in establishing law and order in that distracted country. The 
Knights of the Golden Circle proposed to undertake this office. If they suc- 
ceeded in the enterprise Mexico would be Americanized and civilized. The 
i~lstitutions of the South would be established in that country, and the 
South, when driven to the last extremity, would there find a safe refuge and 
retreat for her surplus slave population, and she could then bid defiance 
to the combined forces of Abolitionists North, and pretended friends every- 
where. 

About this time, April 7th or Sth, perhaps, the New OrZenus Trz~e Delta 
caused considerable of a sensation throughout the Southern States by the pub- 
lication of a card, of which the following is a copy: 

" Through representations made to us which we believed and received in, 
good faith from an individual styling himself General Bickley, commander- in- 
chief of the Knights of the Golden Circle, we have been induced to deceive 
from 500 to 600 of our citizens. 

" For the purpose ot vindicating ourselves to our friends. and to prevent 
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others in all parts of the Union from being deceived by this man, we pronounce. 
him an impostor, for which we hold ourselves personally responsible. 

" J. D. HOWELL, 
W. H. RAINEY." 

In an editorial they said, on this subject, that they were in doubt whether 
to  laugh or cry over what they considered one of the most transparest hoaxes, 
in this whole Knights of the Golden Circle business, that had ever been perpe- 
trated in this country. They would laugh at the absurdity of the thing were 
it  not that thousands of decent young men had been humbugged and deceived 
by one or two characterless fellows, who had not reputation enough where they 
were well known to obtain credit from their washerwoman for an extra clean 
shirt, or for a glass of grog in a respectable bar room, in the city of New Or- 
leans, or elsewhere. 

A meeting was held on Monday night. April 16, at which General Bickley 
was present. On the 17th of the month General Bickley made a speecb in his 
own defense against the attacks that had been made upon him by the press, 
which attacks had made such a great sensation tl~roughout the South. No re- 
port of this speech was published, but the I~teZZigencer said that the general 
made a very plausible defense of himself, and in the absence of proof against 
him, it must believe him a gentleman ; and whatever might be the fate of Gen- 
eral Bickley, it had great faith in the Knights of the Golden Circle. 

On the 12th of April General Hickley, writing from Montgomery, Ala., to 
the CltarZesto~z Mercury, said that such expositions as that made by the New 
OrZea7zs Delta, were wholly unauthorized and absurd ; that a convention of the 
order would be held a t  Raleigh, N. C , on the 7th of May, which it was ex- 
pected would be attended by representatives from every Southern State. The 
Knights of the Golden Circle was originally intended to be an association of 
Southern gentlemen-of those who had the dearest intetests of the South a t  
heart; and when such men came forward, as they would do at Raleigh on the  
7th of May, it would be seen that the Knights of the Golden Circle was a bona 
$de institution, and that its members were not fillibusters. 

The convention of the Knights40f the Golden Circle met at Raleigh, as it 
had been announced, but the proceedings of the first two days of the session 
were not given out to the papers. On May 10, however, General Bickley re- 
signed as commander-in-chief of the order, and the election of a successor was 
postponed until the assembling of the military convention which was to be 
called by the convention then in session. 

One of the resolutions adopted by this convention was that commandants 
of States should have power to enact by-laws for the government of the 
Knights of the Golden Circle within their respective States, provided that such 
by-laws should not conflict with the laws of the order or of the United States. 
General Bickley was then elected president of the American Legion of the 
Knights of the Golden Circle. 
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With reference to the influence which the Knights of the Golden Circle were 
at that time wielding in the counsels of nations, it was said on the 23d of May, 
that the order had influenced England to review her policy with regard to Mex- 
ico, and to favor justice toward Jt~arez ; and that it had influenced France to 
recall M. Gabriac, the minister of that country, who was in favor of the Mira- 
mon faction. This was considered another evidence of what could be accom- 
plished by the exhibition of Southern pluck, and it was hoped that it would be 
understood by the black Republicans of the North, and by the Northern peo- 
ple generally, who had failed'to understand the Knights of the Golden Circle 
movement. 

A letter written at Hrownsville, Texas, under date of October I 2, I 860, was 
published in the I?zteZZigencer, which said : " We are in receipt of a large num- 
ber of people familiarly known as Knights of the Golden Circle. They have 
come from Maryland and Virginia, and their appearance contradicts their ac- 
tion, for they do look like intelligent men ; but I submit it to you if it is the 
act of an intelligent man to be so misled. These men have been misled into 
the folly of corning fifteen hundred miles to invade Mexico, on the assurance 
of General Bickley that he had a contract with the Mexican government to in- 
troduce American volunteers into that country. The statement has been de- 
nied a thousand times, a multitude of cautions have been published officially 
and otherwise, and yet there are to be found men weak enough to contribute 
their money, and green enough to take a fifteen hundred mile trip to find a t  
the end of their purse and their journey that the whole thing was an unmiti- 
gated, mendacious and criminal deception." 

With reference to the fate of General Bickley, the originator of the order of 
the Knights of the Golden Circle, it may not be inappropriate to add, in this 
connection, that at separate times he was confined in the two Federal forts, 
Warren and Lafayette. In May, 1865, he was trying to get his discharge. 
When captured by the Federal soldiers there was found upon his person his 
private diary, which contained some inte~esting data. One claim fcr hinlself 
which he had noted down, doubtless for the information of future generations, 
was the one that he had himself inaugurated the greatest war of modern times. 
This claim was considered by many of the Southern people as somewhat ex- 
travagan t. 

An important incident in the history of the city was the visit of the Hon. 
Stephen A. Douglas, October 30, 1860. A respectable hearing was accorded 
to the judge, and the following questions were propounded to him by the 
.executive committee of the Breckenridge and Lane party of Fulton county. 

I .  Has not each State the sovereign right to decide for itself what shall be 
sufficient cause for a withdrawal from the Union ? 

2 .  If upon the election of Abraham Lincoln any of the Southern States, in 
sovereign convention assembled, should decide to withdraw from the Union, 
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would the Federal government have a right to coerce her back into the Union,. 
and would you assist the Federal government in so coercing her ? 

3. If you answer that the right of secession is only the right of revolution 
inherent in all people, then would not the citizens of said State withdrawing, 
by exercising the right of revolution, be acting as rebels and traitors to the 
Federal government, and wou!d you aid in their punishment as such ? 

The next day after Judge Douglas delivered his speech, the I?ztelz'gencer 
said that Mr. Douglas denounced the propounding of the above questions as 
an act of impertinence, because the same questions had been put to Mr. Breck- 
enridge. He contended, however, that this Union must be perpetual, that it 
must last forever, that there could be no cause for secession, and that there 
was no danger from foreign aggression. 

The Breckenridge executive committee then issued an address to the voters 
of Georgia in which they explained the reasons for asking the questions of 
Judge Douglas, saying they were actuated by two reasons. 

I. Because they desired to have his opinion on the question of Federal 
coercion. 

2. Because he had repeatedly announced that he would answer all questions 
put to him in a respectful manner from a respectable source. 

To  a part of the questions, the first two, he had given evasive answers, and 
to the third he had given no reply at all. He, however, had answered enough. 
He had denied the sovereign right of secession. The secession of a sovereign 
State was, in his opinion, a violation of the Constitution, and all engaged in 
such secession would be rebels, traitors, outlaws ; and he would sustain Mr. 
Lincoln in the enforcement of the laws against such rebels and traitors. 

States Rights men of Georgia, will you sustain the abominable Federal 
government ? Are freemen of the South the slaves of the Federal govern- 
ment? Are you to be punished as rebels and traitors, when acting under the 

.sanction and mandate of our own State ? etc. 
JARED I. WIIITAKER, Chairman. 

W. S. BASSFORD, Secretary. 

On the next day after Judge Douglas made his speech in Atlanta, on 
October 3 1 ,  1860, the first steps were taken toward the formation of the 
"Minute Men Association," although such an association had been in contem- 
plation for some time, and the meeting held on that day was in pursuance of 
a notice that had been published some few days before. O n  this occasion a 
number of citizens met a t  the armory of the Atlanta Grays, for the purpose 
of perfecting an organization of minute men. 

The meeting was called to order by Captain A. M. Wallace of the Grays, 
who nominated Dr. W. F. Westmoreland, as chairman, and W. S. Bassford, as 
secretary. Captain Wallace stated that the object of the meeting was to 
organize in the city of Atlanta, and in Fulton county, men of all parties, not as. 
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96 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

.partisans, but as true Southern men, a body t~ be known as the miriute men 
,of Fulton County, to bind themselves to stand by the State rights of the South, 
their honor, their homes, and their firesides against a black Republican gov- 
,ernment. 

The following preamble and resolutions were then submitted to the meeting: 
WHEREAS, It is now probable and almost certain that an Abolition candi- 

date will be elected to the chief magistracy of the Union upon the avowed and 
undisguised declaration on his part and on the part of his supporters, that this 
common government shall be administered for the destruction of the rights and 
of the institutions of the Southern States in the Union, and 

WHEREAS, We recognize the right of any sovereign State to withdraw 
from the partnership of States whenever in her sovereign capacity she may 
determine that the objects of the Confederacy have been perverted, or not car- 
ried out in good faith, therefore, 

Resolved, That we as citizens of Georgia acknowledge our allegiance to our 
State as paramount to our allegiance to the Federal government, and that in 
the event of the election of Abraham Lincoln, we pledge ourselves to main- 
tain at all hazards, and to the last extremity any course that may be adopted 
for self-defense against the Federal power. 

Resolved, That if any Southern State may determine to secede from the 
Union we will by all means in our power assist her in resistance against any 
effort on the part of a black Republican administration to coerce her back into 
the Confederacy. 

Resolved, That it is the sacred duty of Southern men in the present alarm- 
ing crisis to forget past political and partisan differences, and to unite together, 
a s  brethren of one household, in determined opposition to the policy of a black 
Republican party. 

The above resolutions were seconded by Colonel T. C. Howard. Thomas 
L. Cooper eloquently supported the resolutions, and in the course of his speech 
said that in case of Lincoln's election he would do all in his power to induce 
Georgia to secede from the Union. A t  the close of his reruarks he offered the 
following as supplementary to the above resolutions : 

We, the undersigned, hereby agree to unite ourselves into an association to 
be called the Minute Men Association of Fulton County. The object of this 
association is the protection of Southern rights and honor in the event of Lin- 
coln's election as president of the United States. This object we propose to 
accomplish 

First. By using all lawful and honorable means to bring about the peace- 
able secession of the State of Georgia from the Union, in the contingency 
above named. 

Second. By giving moral and nationai aid to the citizens of any other 
Southern State which may secede in the contingency above named, and which 
the Federal government may attempt to coerce back into the Union. 
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Third. By using all lawful and honorable means under the sanction of our 
State, to unite our people as a band of brothers in resistance to Northern 
aggression, and in defense of ourselves, our property and our firesides against 
Federal power wielded by a black Republican administration. 

For the accon~plishment of the purposes above named we hereby pledge 
ourselves, and cordially invite men of all parties to join us, much preferring 
independence out of the Union to dishonor, degradation and oppression with- 
in it. 

Colonel B. C. Yancey approved the resolutions, not as a partisan address- 
ing partisans, but as a patriot addressing patriots. 

A. B. Seals also addressed the meeting in favor of the resolutions, and upon 
putting them to a vote they were unanimously adopted. 

Upon a motion being made to that effect all were invited to affix their 
signatures to the resolutions, the oldest signing first. The following names 
were appended on that occasion : E. B. Reynolds, A. M. Orr, A. A. Gaulding, 
W. T. Wilson, L. S. Morgan, Scott Wilson, T. F. Lowe, S. K. Cook, S. W. 

Jones, A. G. Thomas, William Barnes, G. W. Anderson, William A. Ful!er, 
jr., W. C. Nelms, E. B. Walker, A. M. Wallace, Jabez R. Rhodes, C. C. 
Howell, John T. Bowman, James Barnes, M. A. Huson, George G. Hull, J. M. 
C. Hulsey, B. F. Bomar, Andrew Brown, Thomas Bomar, A. R. White, G. J. 
Foreacre, A. B. Seals, John G. Hardy, W. H. Owen, Frank Watkins, James 
E. Williams, Ed. Taliaferro, C. Hughes, John L. Evans, J. I. Miller, W. D. 
Bard, James H. Brent, Matthew Osburn, M. E. Heggie, Elias Holcomb, W. 
A. Thomas. J. F. Alexander, R. C. Johnson, W. A. Shelley, J. D. Goodman, 
William Gilbert, L. C. Wells, W. C. Humphries, W. S. Bassford, C. C. Green, 
J. L. Fears, George Phillips, C. K. Maddox, B. C. Yancey, T. E. Walker, D. 
H. Connelly, Thomas L. Cooper, Solomon Frank, M. J. Woods, J. H. Smith, 
T. W. J. Hill, Thomas S. Denny, C. ~ r u m l e ~ ,  J.  M. Blackwell, E. D. Cheshire, 
George W. Lee, A. C. Sneed, M. A. Malsby, J. R. D. Osborne, W. B. Cox, 
William McConnell, T. C. Howard, V. S. White, W. F. Westmoreland, W. L. 
High, A. R. White, B. M. Smith, N. M. Cahler, J. P. Logan, Robert A. Craw- 
ford, J. I. Whitaker. 

A committee on organization was then appointed, as follows: T.  C. How- 
ard, chairman, Columbus Hughes, B. C. Yancey, Fred. A. Williams, B. M, 
Smith, Dr. J. F. Alexander, J. P. Logan, Thomas L. Cooper, A. A. Gauld- 
ing, M. R. Heggie, A. M. Orr, J. T. Bowman. 

A committee on signatures was then appointed as follows: William Barnes, 
T. C. Wells, T. C. Howard, Elias Holcomb, T. F. Lowe, J. M. C. Hulsey, J. M. 
Blackwell, Frank Watkins, William McConnell and A. B. Seals. 

T o  a meeting of the minute men held on the 3d of November, 1860, the 
committee on organization reported as follows : The officers of this association 
shall consist of a chairman and secretary, who shall be residents of Atlanta. 

13 
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There shall be an executive committee, three from each of the military dis- 
tricts, and nine members from the town district, besides the chairman of the 
association, who shall be, ex-o@cio, chairman of the executive committee. 

The executive committee shall devise and control measures for carrying 
out the objects of the association. 

A committee of three, residents of Atlanta, shall be appointed by the chair- 
man to conduct correspondence with this and other States, and a committee 
of one from each military district to raise funds to defray the expenses of the 

. association. The following names were then added to the list of signatures : 
Lucius J. Gartrell, C. W. Munday, James Hawkins, W. L. Tucker, S. T. 
Downs, W. A. Kennedy, S. D. Federick, A. W. Weaver, B. D. Lee, J. J. 
Burney, W. R. Wells, Alex. J. Kennedy, William Braziel, Cornelius Brown, J. 
C. Holcomb, J. B. Wood, F. R. Shackelford, Sam. R. Hoyle, T. S. Wood, M. 
N. Freeman, J. Raternan, P. M. Sitton, J. A. Long, R. A. Fife, G. W. Black- 
stone, W. M. Holland, James Ennis, Colonel M. C. Fulton, of Columbia 
county, J. E. Blackstone, William H. Peck, H. Westmoreland, james N. 
Holmes, S. M. Lanier, Charles Wells, John E. Steele, J. M. C. Reed, John H. 
Seals, C. 0. C. Henry, William Gabbitt, William J. Pollard, J. H. Thompson, 
Thomas F. Foster, Benjamin May, Allen Davy, C. Brown, Thomas Landrum, 
John C. Rogers, Thomas G. Powers, Joseph Herndon, C. W. Brannon, Syl- 
vester Ford, N. L. Belleu, Jesse Thornton, B. F. W. Goss, E. A. Allen, Rich- 
ard Ward, N. W. Bardon, Josiah B. Daniel, James W. Billin, Jeremiah Ham- 
by, James B. Wood, John Smith, W. L. Cleveland, Alfred T. Smith, James S. 
Martin, William Burnett, F. M. Truitt. John H. Steele, jr., L. F. M. Mills, D. 
C. O'Keefe, Nathan Center, J. J. Hlackstock, M. T. Castleberry, E. T. Hun- 
nicut, J. F. Albert, A. J. Parker, J. M. Love, A. J. James, P. Dodd, James 
Blackstock, John L. Tomlinson, Pickens N. Calhoun, Nathaniel C. Daniel, W. 
Matthews, John H. Rice, T. A. Hammdnd, J. J. Ford, Robert T. Clingan, 
Sidney Root, W. W. Hulbert, W. W. Roark, J. W. Stokes, David Mayer, 
John L. Williams, J. W. Clayton, Alexander Corry, W. C. Sanders, John H. 
Lovejoy, W. A. Kennedy, J. T. Lewis, W. C. Moore, A. S. Talley, T. S. 
Luckie, Carl F. Barth, H. M. Wilie, S. B. Love, C. H. Lewis, S. W. Thornton, 
Geo. M. Walker, W. M. Barron, P. G. Gammon, J. F. Trout, J. C. Hibler, L. 
H. Lindsey, L. W. Yarbrough, A. Howell, William Herndon, John Ewing, 
John S. Wright, Charles Shivers, William Terree, John Holmes Steele, W. 
Rushton, W. W. Spalding, John McGee. 

At the election for president, which occurred on the 6th of November, 
I 860, the vote in the Atlanta precinct was for Douglas, 33 5 ; for Breckenridge, 
835; and for Bell, 1,070. In the county the vote stood for Douglas, 327 ; 
for Breckenridge, I,OI 8 ; and for Bell I ,  195. 

The minute-men held a meeting on Thursday night, November 8, which 
was called to order by Colonel A. A. Gaulding, who nominated b r .  J. F. Al- 
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exander for chairman. W. B. Bassford was elected secretary. Mr. Bassford 
offered the following resolution : 

WHEREAS, News having reached us that Abraham Lincoln has been elected 
president of the United States by a dominant Free Soil majority, whose sole 
idea is the destruction of our constitutional rights, and eternal hostility to our 
domestic institutions, therefore, 

Resolved, That as citizens of Georgia and Fulton county we believe the 
time has come for us to assert our rights, and we now stand ready to second 
any action that the sovereign State of Georgia may take in asserting her in- 
dependence by separate State action, or in unison with her sister States of 
the South in forming a Southern C~nfeder~~cy .  

Sidney Root seconded the resolution in a neat and eloquent speech, in 
which he reviewed the actions of the Abolition power for the thirty previous 
years. P. L. J. May spoke, saying that he believed there were good and suffi- 
cient reasons for a dissolution of the Union. F. S. Fitch, of Canlpbelltown, 
made a speech, in  which he overflowed with secession sentiment. Dr. J. P. 
Logan, Dr. A. G. Thomas, John H. Seals, George H. Daniel, Colonel W. T. 
Wilson, Captain A. M. Wallace and Colonel T. C. Howard all addressed the 
meeting. 

O n  that occasion more names were added to the list of minute men, as fol- 
lows: W. G. Gramling, B. E. Wyman, Ransom Seay, E. D. Reynolds, J. C. 
Adamson, S. A. Durand, William Glozier, Jesse D. Gilbert, S. C. Rose, Will- 
iam H. Hibler, W. J. Ballard, A. Means Capers, Ed. 0. Neal, S. D. Niles, R. 
L. Rasberry, T. N. Roberts, W. R. Jones, H. A. Mitchell, Isaac B. Pilgrim, E. 
F. Davis, G. G. Youngblood, J. W. Loyd, S. Solomon, Richard Wall, John 
Ennis, J. E. Holmes, Charles Wallace, J. D. Holmes, William Peters, J. L. 
Calhoun, of Newnan, Thomas M. Acton, William Wilson, T. B. Calhoun, of 
Newnan, Daniel Prince, F. S. Fitch, of Campbell county, W. W. Righam, 
D. W. Rarer, J. M. Rasberry, G W. Karwilee, Samuel Griffin, D. W. W. 
Darnall, James A. Bennett, H. J. White, D. S. Taney, B. N. Williford, W. M. 
Williams, G. B. Hlalock, J. M. Allen, John T.  Thompson, J. M. Russell, Will- 
iam Bennett, J. S. Yarbrough, J. H. Morris, J. M. Lester, S. H. Roberts, J. E. 
Jones, John H. Loyd, J. D. Wootten, A. G. Chisholm, J. H. May, M. C. Hib- 
ler, W. I-'. Mitchell, John T. Lemon, A. C. Watkins, Thomas Stegall, William 
Peters. J. G. L. Johnson, William Glenn, William H. Hall, Edward Conner, D. 
L. Callaway, Mitt. Trout, L. W. De Taum, Henry Gullatt, P. E. McDaniel, P. 
L. J. May, F. H. Allison, T. A. Donald, J. C. Barritt, Henry D. Capers, 
Thomas C. Glover, P. 0. Brown, L. J. Parr, G. H. Hammond, Ruck Waddall, 
M. T. Bulke, M. L. Lichtenstadt, A. R. Rohlie, M. T. Higginbottom, J. P. 
Wright, Aaron Evans, John F. Holbrook, James B. Hall, William F. Peck, 
George H. Daniel, W. G. Peters, P. H. Gay, J. bV. Brown, B. F. Bennett, S. 
A. Durand, John A. Hall. 
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Another meeting of the minute men was held on November 10, at the ar- 
mory of the Atlanta Grays. Dr. J. F. Alexander was made chairman. A 
prudential committee was appointed consisting of Sidney Root, J. T. Lewis 
and Elias Holcornb ; and also a committee of six on correspondence, as fol- 
lows: T. L. Cooper, T. C. Howard, A. M. Orr, G. G. Hull, A ,  M. Wallace 
and B. M. Smith. 

Thomas L. Cooper addressed the meeting, giving an account of the prog- 
ress of the movement in Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, and other Southern States, showing how the good cause was marching 
forward with steady step. He hoped it would go on until a united South 
stood before the world, asserting her equality, her freedom and her independ- 
ence. 

Hon. Lucius J. Gartrell, member of Congress from the Atlanta, or fourth 
Congressional district, was present and addressed the meeting. He said that 
the greatest crisis that could befall a people was then upon the country. A 
sectional Abolition majority had elected to the first office in the gift of the peo- 
ple, Abraham Lincoln, the author of the irrepressible conflict. Should the 
freemen of the South, who had no hand in this, submit? He spoke for him- 
self. No. Never ! He would never submit to an administration elected on the 
sole idea of hostility to the South, and the destruction of her constitutional 
rights. Therefore he enrolled his name as a. member of the association. He was 
in favor of Georgia seceding from the Union. That was the object of the asso- 
ciation. He was in favor of building up a Southern government. That could be  
accomplished by uniting the Southern people. If this were done there would be 
peaceable secession. There would be no coercion, no war. Mr. Hickman 
(from the sixth, or Westchester, Congressional district, of Pennsylvania), had 
said in Congress, that if the South attempt to secede, eighteen million North- 
ern freemen would whip her back into the Union. H e  defied Hickman and 
his Abolition hosts, etc., etc. The Hon. Mr. Gartrell's speech was received 
with the most unbounded demonstrations of applause. The following new 
signatures were secured to the roll of the minute men : Van T. McKee, T. C. 
Holloway, W. T. C. Campbell, C. H. Strong, A. T. Luther, 'vV. R. Penbly, of 
De Kalb county, M. 2. Evans, J. H. Fuller, J. R. Cook, R. 13. Hamilton, 
James Little. G. W. L. Powell, P. I). Carpenter, B. W. Jones, Stephen Fergu- 
son, James R. Loveless, C. L. Clark, Thomas B. Wootten, David H. Winn, 
John S. Kennedy, Meredith Brown, C. M. Caldwell, C. H. Chandler, Henry 
Wilson, J. M. Hurrage, W. H. Barnes, W. B. Carnes, J. W. Dillashaw, J. W. 
Call, J. P. High, C. H. Rall, James M. Holly, Robert F. Nix, G. T. Dodd, M. 
F. Crawford, John H. Flynn, Joseph Crankshaw, N. R. Fowler, and T. Deme- 
rest on horseback. 

A large meeting of citizens was held on November I 2 ,  I 860, a t  the court- 
house, of which the Hon. William Ezzard was made chairman, and Daniel Pitt- 
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