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BIOGRAPHICAL. 

A. DAIR, COLONEL GEORGE W. For more than three decades, no citi- 
zen has been more prominently identified with all the agencies which 

have been conducive to the growth and development of Atlanta, than George 
W. Adair. Progressive, indefatigable, agressive and of unlimited resource, his 
varied line of efforts have touched almost every material and social interest of 
the city. Such a career naturally furnishes much of interest and abounds in 
striking incidents. 

He  is of Irish and French ancestry. His paternal progenitors were natives 
of the north of Ireland. In 171 I,  three brothers, James, John and William 
landed at Charleston. James traded with the Indians in company with the 
celebrated Galphin, for forty years, and was the author of a learned and cele- 
brated book on the origin and history of the North American Indians, pub- 
lished in London, in 1776, and was the ancestor of the Cherokee Indian fam- 
ily of that name. William emigrated to the blue-grass country with Daniel 
Boone, and from him descended the Kentucky Adairs. 

John lived and died at Laurens, S. C., and was the great-grandfather of 
John F. Adair, the father of the subject of this sketch, who married Mary 
Slavin, a lady of French descent, and a representation of an old Virginia 
family. 

George LV. Adair was the child of these parents, and was born in Morgan 
county, March I ,  1823. His father was a wheelwright by trade, but in 1825 
moved with his family upon a farm in De Kalb county, about six miles from 
Atlanta. Here the early childhood of the boy Adair was passed, and in that 
time of pioneer settlements he had only the most limited educational advantages. 

His mother died in 1835, and a few months after her death he was sent to 
Decatur to work in the store of Green B. Butler, an old friend of his father's. 
Here the naturally bright and winning ways of the .boy, and his industrious 
habits and quick business aptitude soon attracted attention. and in I 840 Colo- 
nel J. M. Calhoun, William H. Dabney, Hon. Charles Murphy and Dr. Eph- 
raim M. Poole advanced the necessary money to send him to school. With 
their assistance he attended the Decatur Academy for two years, and pursued 
the advanced studies of that institution. He then went to Covington, Ga., 
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and began the study of law in the office of Judge John J. Floyd and General 
J. N. Williamson, and at the end of two years was admitted to the bar. He 
now found himself with a profession, but not only without means to pursue his 
calling, but with adebt of several hundred dollars, incurred by his four years of 
study. His obligations he desired to discharge, and with no immediate pros- 
pects of earning money in the legal profession, he turned his attention to what- 
ever avenue of employment chance might offer. With the assistance of J. Ed- 
gar Thompson, then chief engineer of the Georgia Railroad, he secured the po- 
sition of conductor on that road between Social Circle and Augusta. A t  this 
time Richard Peters was general superintendent of the road, and the warm 
friendship which was soon established between him and Colonel Adair, has 
never been interrupted from that time to the present. Colonel Adair remained 
in that position about four years, and during that time, in 1845, he had charge 
s f  the first train that ever entered Atlanta. 

After leaving the employ, of the railroad company, he went to Covington, 
Ga., and clerked in a store ; afterwards he moved to Charleston, S. C., and was 
salesman in a large wholesale house until 1854, when he permanently located 
in Atlanta. Here his first business venture was in the mercantile line, under 
the name of Adair & Ezzard, in which he continued for two years, when he 
entered upon a general trading and real estate business. Marked success fol- 
lowed his qfforts in this direction, and when the war between the States began 
he had accumulated a handsome fortune. 

Colonel Adair was originally a Whig in political faith, and when the ques- 
tion of secession began to be discussed, lie vigorously opposed the idea. S o  
pronounced were his views that he was defeated as delegate to the State Se- 
cession Convention of I 86 I .  But when the war began, and the questiqn of the 
rights of the States was submitted to the arbitrament of the sword, he unhesi- 
tatingly arrayed himself on the side of the people of the South ; and during 
the four years of war the Southern cause had no more loyal, steadfast friend. 
No other course would have been consistent with his ideas of fealty to the place 
of his birth, ties of home and kinsmen, or the dictates of manly honor. 

In I 860 he established the Sozit/zerrz Co~zfederacy, a daily journal, in the edi- 
torial management of which he was assisted by J. Henly Smith. It  was issued 
until the battle of Chickamauga, and during this period of doubt and gloom, in 
the history of the South, it was unwavering in its defense of the Southern peo- 
ple. During the last year of the war, Colonel Adair was a volunteer aid on 
the staff of that intrepid Confederate cavalry leader, General N. I3. Forrest, and 
rendered him valuable services in the organization of some 7,000 men in West- 
ern Tennessee, just after the battle of Chickamauga. He remained with Gen- 
eral Forrest until after hi3 surrender, and the close and intimate relations he 
bore to this brave and gallalit soldier during this period, ripened into warm 
and mutual friendship, which continued unabated until the death of General 
Forrest. 
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After the war closed, no man was more ready to accept, in a manly way, 
the results of the unsuccessful struggle, than Colonel Adair. He realized that 
if the Sou. Iiern States were to become prosperous, and assume the place in the 
reunited republic, which nature intended they should occupy, the people must 
acquiesce in the changed conditions of affairs the appeal to arms had brought 
about, and in honest work must find the panacea for sorrow and useless regret. 
He returned to Atlanta after the final surrender at Appomattox, to find his 
home destroyed, and the result of years of toil well nigh swept away. With a 
brave spirit, he began again, almost at the bottom, to retrieve. by hard worlc, 
the ruin war had wrought. In partnership with William M. Clayton and I. 
Purse, under the firm name of Clayton, Adair & Purse, he opened a general 
commission house, but at the same time begdn to deal in real estate. At the 
expiration of one year he retired from tlie commission business, and has since 
confined himself to real estate operations, and since 1865 has been an active 
real estate dealer and auctioneer. He is among the pioneers in these branches 
of business in Atlanta, and for more than twenty years has been the most ex- 
tensive real estate operator in the city. He inaugurated the plan of subdivis- 
ion in Atlanta, and as auctioneer has conducted large sales, not only in this 
city, but in Birmingham. Sheffield and Chattanooga. He is careful and con- 
servative in all business matters, and the best proof of his unerring judgment, 
painstaking accuracy, and the care with which all his business transactions are 
managed, is furnished from the fact that in the innumerable transfers involving 
many millions of dollars, conducted by him since 1865, not a dollar was ever 
lost through irregularity of procedure or defective title. 

But great as has been the extent of his operations in this regular line of 
business, it represents but feebly the capabilities and resources of Colonel 
Adair. He has been at the head and front of all the great enterprises which 
have made Atlanta the most thriving and progressive of Southern cities. 
His time and his energies have been freely given to the advancement of 
every project that promised good to the city, or would promote the material 
welfare of the South, and help solve all the perplexing problems left after the 
red heel of war. He saw the important part railroad communications were to 
play in the development of the city, and by personal advocacy and active can- 
vass here and elsewhere, when many doubted and some opposed, he worked 
with tireless energy for the building of all the roads now running into Atlanta. 
With equal zeal and energy he labored for other public enterprises, that have 
fixed the permanent prosperity of the city, and have added to the comfort and 
happiness of the people. 

Wherever his active energies have been directed he has been a potent factor 
for good. He was the promoter of the building of the Atlanta street railway 
in I 870. He was vice-president and superintendent of this enterprise, associ- 
ated with Richard Peters, one of the principal owners. He had invested in 
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this road all of his available fortune and considerable borrowed capital. The 
financial panic of I 873, followed by the resumption of specie payment in I 878, 
and a decline of all securities caused widespread financial distress in the South, 
and in the general disaster Colonel Adair was forced to make an assignment of 
all his property to his creditors. This he did to their entire satisfaction. With 
undaunted spirit he concentrated all his energies, and with the support of his 
friends and the unlimited confidence of the public in his integrity, he again 
comnlenced at the bottom, and by close attention to business, was soon placed 
upon a sound financial standing, and by the almost uniform success of his busi- 
ness ventures since, has accumulated a handsome competency. 

Among the numerous business projects with which Colonel Adair has been 
prominently identified may be named the Atlanta Cotton Factory, of which 
he was one of the original promoters. H e  was also one of the directors of the 
Atlanta Cotton Exposition, director and vice-president of the Kimball House 
Construction Company, president of the Georgia Western, now Georgia Pa- 
cific Railroad, director of the Piedmont Fair, and is a t  present president of the 
Tallapoosa Land and Mining Company. H e  has also taken a warm interest in 
educational matters, and was one of the promoters, and now a di~ector  of Mrs. 
Ballard's Female Seminary. 

In politics, since the downfdll of the Whig party, Colonel Adair has been a 
Democrat. He has never been a seeker after political honors, but takes a 
natural interest in State and national affairs. He was a member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of 1865, and in the management of local affairs has been 
a city councilman, a member of the board of water commissioners, and of the 
board of county commissioners of roads and revenues. 

So much for a merely bare oytline of the career of Colonel Adair, which 
leaves wholly untouched his striking personality, his method of thought and 
and work, his inner relations and his social life. Much of this cannot be ade- 
quately described, but something may be said that will give a degree of per- 
sonal acquaintance with one who, for more than thirty years has woven an in- 
fluence for good in the busy life around him. 

I t  is needless to say that he is a tireless worker, for in his earnest, ceaseless 
activity, is chiefly to be found the secret of his success. Originally gifted with 
the strong sense and clear foresight, which have ever characterized the Irish 
descendants, his business career has been of logical growth. H e  possesses re- 
markable executive ability, and his mind is so adjusted as to be a t  once con- 
centrated and broad in view. 

With a capacity for details constantly exercised, he never loses sight of the 
relations of facts, the influence of collateral conditions, or of the necessary fore- 
cast of business events. Far-sighted, quick in discernment, and sound in 
business judgment, he is probably more often consulted for advice on every 
conceivable enterprise than any other man in Atlanta; and when public 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 5 

projects are contemplated, this is surely the fact. No man more cheerfully 
responds to this drain upon his time and energies, or takes a more unselfish in- 
terest in the success of his friends. It is a pleasure to him to see others share 
in any venture in which his clear vision has seen the certainty of success. He 
is a ready and fluent speaker, quick at repartee, has an easy command of lan- 
guage, and the power to express his ideas, clearly, concisely and forcibly on 
any subject upon all occasions. 

No citizen of Atlanta is so often called upon for the expression of his views 
at public gatherings, and his remarks, always apt and pointed, are listened to 
with attention. He is a natural wit, and his quickness of repartee in conversa- 
tions and in public addresses has made him widely known. 

As a writer he is terse, pointed and direct; he has an analytical mind, 
and his conclusions are the result of careful, logical reasonings. He is thus 
naturally a man of positive, well-grounded convictions, and is open and can- 
did in his avowal of them. His position on any question of public policy, 
social, or moral movement, is never one of hesitancy or doubt. He is a firm 
believer in the Christian religion, and for many years has been a member of 
the Trinity M. E. Church, and largely contributed to the building of the pres- 
ent church edifice, as well as to the maintenance of various other Christian 
denominations. He is without bigotry or  prejudice in his religious views, and 
has due respect for the convictions of others. and the utmost veneration for 
all agencies which tend to make men lead better and purer lives. His busi- 
ness career, his private and public life are above reproach, and his honesty 
is of a character that needs no profession, but makes itself felt upon all with 
whom he comes in contact. He has a heartiness of disposition, a genuine 
love of humor and pleasure, and a social side which leads him to  seek and take 
delight in human association. His extensive knowledge of men, the rebuffs of 
fortune and the asperities of life have not soured his nature, but have broad- 
ened his views and sympathies, and made more enthusiastic his faith in finding 
some good in every one. He reasons, since " God is a sun," there ought to be 
sunlight in the lives of His covenant children. In a cloister he would be stifled, 
but out in the busy world lie lives happily, because he finds much that is good 
and has no fear of the bad. He is the broadest and most cheerful of optimists. 
His nature is mirthful, and he believes in getting and giving good as he goes 
along. His charity is not bounded by creed or sect, but is extended to the 
alleviation of suffering and distress wherever found. For his friends and inti- 
mates he has a frank, warm and loyal attachment-as warmly and loyally re- 
ciprocated. Hale, hearty and well-preserved, the cares and anxieties of busi- 
ness life are yet lightly borne, and he is as full of energy as when in the flower 
of his manhood. 

Such in brief are some of the most marked characteristics of Colonel Adair, 
who, by his progressiveness and striking personality, has been for many years 
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6 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

one of the best known and most popular private citizens of Georgia. He  has 
been with Atlanta from struggling youth to stalwart manhood, and during all 
these years the city has had no more sincere friend, and that he occupies a 
position of honor and influence is but the natural result of a life of honorable 
toil under the incentive of high motives and worthy ambitions. 

Colonel Adair's domestic life has been singularly congenial and happy. He 
was married in 1854 to Mary Jane Perry, a daughter of Judge Josiah Perry, a 
cousin of the famous naval officer, Commodore Perry. They have had four 
sons and three daughters. The sons, in order of birth, are Robin, Jack, For- 
rest and George, all of whom are connected with their father's business. Their 
oldest daughter is the wife of G. A. Howell, of Atlanta, and thc others, Sallie 
and Annie, are living at -home. 

Colonel Adair's residence for the last twenty years has been in West End, 
where he owns several acres of land, most of which is now in the city limits. 
Here he has a pleasant home in one of the most desirable locations in the city, 
where he delights to eniertain his friends in a whole-souled, generous way, 
typical of true Southern hospitality. 

A LEXANDER, DR. J. F. No medical history of Atlanta would be com- 
plete that failed to give prominent and worthy mention of the labor of 

Dr. James Franklin Alexander, who, for nearly forty years, has led a life of 
eminent usefulness in his profession, such as has secured for him the grateful 
esteem of this community. H e  was born in Greenville, South Carolina, May 
28, 1824, and is a son of Thomas W. and Martha (Maker) Alexander, both of 
whom were born in South Carolina. His father was a physician, and for seve- 
ral years practiced his profession in Greenville, but in 1830 removed to Law- 
renceville, Guinnette county, where he was engaged in professional work until 
his death in 1847. His wife died at  an advanced age in 1870. 

Dr. Alexander, the subject of this sketch, received his preliminary educa- 
tion at  the Manual Labor Institute at  Lawrenceville, and at  Midway, near Mill- 
edgeville. He began the study of medicine with Dr. J. M. Gordon, of Law- 
renceville, and in 1847 entered the Augusta Medical Institute, from which in- 
stitution he graduated in 1849. Immediately after graduation he located in 
Atlanta, where, with the exception of a short period of service during the war as  
a military surgeon, he has continuously followed his professional calling. At  
the time of his arrival in ~ t l a h t a  a smallpox epidemic was prevailing, which 
caused the greatest consternation. Several had died from the effects of the 
malady, and many were stricken with the disease. The medical skill of the un- 
fortunate community seemed unable to cope with the plague. Young Dr. Al- 
exander, full of ambition and youthful enthusiasm, undertook the apparently 
hopeless task of saving those stricken with the disease. The first three persons 
he attended all recovered, and from that time, he found his time and hands 
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fully occupied. So successful was he in his treatment of this disease, that his 
reputation as a skilled physician became firmly established, and during the first 
few years of his residence in Atlanta, no physician ever worked harder, or met 
with more gratifying success. 

May I ,  1861, he was made surgeon of the Seventh Confederate Georgia 
Regiment, and served in that capacity until January, r 862, when he returned 
to Atlanta, and during the remainder of the war acted as hospital surgeon. 
He is a member of the State and American Medical Association, but the de- 
mands of his profession have not permitted active participation in the affairs of 
these organizations. 

He was married in 1855 to Georgia Orme, daughter of Richard Orme, of 
Milledgeville, Ga. One child, a daughter, the wife of J. P. Stevens, of Atlanta, 
was born to them. Mrs. Alexander died in 1876, and in 1878 the doctor mar- 
ried Miss Ada Reynolds, daughter of Permedas Reynolds, of Covington, Geor- 
gia. They have had two children, a son and a daughter. 

' To his profess'ion Dr. Alexander has given himself with undeviating attention. 
He has not allowed other lines of labor, or  any of the allurements of public or 
political life, to come between him and it. He has practiced in all the lines of 
the profession, making no specialty of any kind his choice. He has cultivated 
a family practice, making office work of secondary consideration. He has his 
hands fuil; has been very busy all his life. and is yet engaged every moment 
of his time, although of an age that might be made an excuse for rest and ease. 
Still he is one of the few men who do not grow old. With a strong body, a 
mind as keen and active as ever, a thorough knowledge of his profession, he 
stands among the leading medical men of Atlanta, and has a reputation that has 
been nobly earned. His professional life commenced almost with the settle- 
ment of Atlanta, and its history in many respects is his history. Generations 
have been born under his eye and his professional attentions, and the same 
generations have passed away, receiving to the latest moments of life the best 
treatment that his large experience and strong active intellect could give them. 
It would be almost impossible to faithfully depict the scenes, hardships and 
toil through which Dr. Alexander passed in the earlier years of his practice. 
He never drew back, never shirked or evaded, but met the duties, toils and pri- 
vations of his position with a manly energy which overcame all obstacles. He 
has ever been ready to render assistance whenever called upon. None, however 
poor, have been turned away, and the lives of few physicians have been more 
full of disinterested labors and active benevolence. Personally he is of a pleas- 
ant, genial disposition, and during the long years of his identification with At- 
lanta, has borne a reputation of unsullied honor and honesty. 

B ROWN, SENATOR JOSEPH E., was born in Pickens, district, South Car- 
olina, on the I 5th of April, 182 I. Descended from sturdy Scotch-Irish 

ancestors, on the fraternal side, the subject of this sketch inherited a full share 
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of the rugged virtues for which his progenitors and their countrymen have 
always been noted. 

In the old world the Browns were an aggressive family. They adhered to  
the fortunes of William and Mary in times that tried men's souls, bearing them- 
selves like true patriots and brave soldiers. A picturesque story might be 
made of their heroic trials and sufferings in the stirring epoch previous to their 
departure from their native land, but these matters are too remote to be con- 
sidered here. 

Mackey Brown, the father of the senator and railway magnate, went 
through the War of I 8 I 2 ,  and in Tennessee married Sally Rice, a young lady 
of English descent. The young couple moved to Pickens district, South Car- 
olina, where in the course of years eleven children came to gladden their lives, 
the eldest being Joseph. Before Joseph reached the years of manhood the 
family moved to Union county, Georgia, settling near the Gaddeston Valley. 
Like most of the farmer boys of those days whose parents were in moderate 
circumstances, Joseph enjoyed few educational advantages. Until he was nine- 
teen he did the hardest kind of farm work, going to school only at  rare inter- 
vals. The youth made the most of his rude apprenticeship. He learned the 
frugal economy of rural life, strengthened his muscles, mastered the rudiments. 
of an English education and grew up one of the brightest, most industrious, 
temperate and moral young men in all that region. 

He was not without ambition. A t  this period of his life, when he drove 
his bull, now a famous figure in history, to Dahlonega, the nearest market 
town, where he sold vegetables, he was quietly maturing his plans for the 
future. Finally his parents equipped him with a rustic outfit and a yoke of 
steers and sent him to the Calhoun Academy, in Anderson county, S. C. The 
steers went for board. The schooling was charged to the youth's account. 
A college education was not to be thought of under the circumstances, and 
for some years after young Brown's return to Georgia he taught school at 
Canton. After discharging every penny of the liability incurred for his edu- 
cation he studied law, and i n  1845 was admitted to the bar, making his maiden 
speech with distinguished success at  that term of the court. But the young 
lawyer was not satisfied with his equipment. With the assistance of his de- 
voted friend, Dr. John W. Lewis, he was enabled to pass a term at  the Yale 
Law School. Without waiting for his diploma, but leaving it to be sent to him, 
he hastened home in 1846 to be ready for the fall business in the courts. 

Slowly but surely Brown made his way. The first year he earned $1,200, 

and made a steady increase each year. He made no pretentions to genius, 
but he knew that judgment, economy and hard labor would carry him a long 
way and gradually he forced ahead. His investments all turned out well. He 
bought a piece of land for $450, and afterwards a copper mine thereon netted 
him $25,000, which he straightway invested in good farming land, a step 

Courtesy of gAd
(2005) - All Rights Reserved 
http://www.gagenweb.org
99/11>  



which was in reality the beginning of his large fortune. When he married, in 
1847, Miss Elisabeth Gresham, the daughter of the Rev. Joseph Gresham, a 
Baptist minister of South Carolina, he completed the preliminaries most essen- 
tial to his happiness and success in life. This estimable lady has lived to share 
the distinction of her husband, and to watch over the large family whose mem- 
bers have for years been conspicuous in social, professional and business circles. 

In 1849 Mr. Brown was elected to the State Senate, serving in a legislature 
composed of such notables as  Andrew J. Miller, David J. Bailey, A. H. Kenan, 

' W. T. Wofford, Thomas C. Howard, Harrison Riley, Charles J. Jenkins, Lin- 
ton Stephens, and Lucius J. Gartrell. H e  was a new man, but his pluck, au- 
dacity and ability soon made him the leader of the Democrats. I n  1855 he 
was elected judge of his circuit over David Irwin. On the bench his clear 
head, legal knowledge and nerve so011 made him famous. In 1857 .he was 
unexpectedly nominated for governor by the Democratic convention. He 
received the news while tying wheat in a field near Canton, and accepted the . 
new and unlooked for responsibility with his usual imperturbability. In the 
campaign that followed he was elected over the Hon. Benjamin H. Hill, the 
candidate of the American party, by a large majority. Governor Brown was 
renominated and re-elected in 1859, in 1861, and again in 1863, a brilliant 
succession of gubernatorial triumphs entirely unprecedented in Georgia. 

Governor Brown's several terms of office covered the most critical period 
in the history of the commonwealth, from its foundation down to the present 
time. His warlike preparations and prompt measures before the secession of 
the State, his determined stand for State rights, his active solicitude for the 
soldiers in the field, his differences with President Davis, have been so widely 
discussed that they need not now be touched upon. The collapse of the Con- 
federacy brought Governor Brown's fourth term to an abrupt close. He was 
arrested, carried to Washington and confined in a military prison. A n  inter- 
view with President Johnson led to his release in a few days and he was al- 
lowed to return home on parole. Accepting the situations in good faith he 
went to work in earnest to promote the speedy habilitation of his State and 
her people. During the reconstruction era his course was misunderstood, and 
the mistaken resentment of his fellow citizens for a long time was directed 
against him, but the subsequent turn of affairs vindicated his wisdom, patriot- 
ism and the purity of his motives. Under Governor Bullock, Governor Brown 
was appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for the term of twelve years, 
a position in which he won golden opinions from friends and foes, until his 
resignation in 1870 to accept the presidency of the company that had leased 
the Western and Atlantic Railroad for the term of twenty years. 

A t  this point begins the career of Governor Hrown as a railroad man. He 
was by no means a novice in this line of business. During his four guberna- 
torial terms his duties as executive rendered it necessary for him to familiarize 
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himself with all the details of the management of the weitern and Atlantic, a s  
it was the property of the State, and required a large share of his attention. 
So well did he succeed in his plans for the improvement of the road's status, 
that he increased the State's receipts from that source from $43,000 to $400,- 
ooo in a single year. With this experience Governor Brown accepted the 
presidency tendered him by the lessees of the road, with the confident expec- 
tation of paying the $~OO,OOO annual rental, and having a large margin of 
profit left for the company. In this expectation he was not disappointed. 
The line of the road runs from Atlanta to Chattanooga, a distance of one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight miles. It was completed in 1850 and has the support 
sf a thickly populated and highly productive section. The new president 
foutld that the road bed and rolling stock needed extensive repairs and addi- 
tions, and steps were taken from the outset to place this great line of travel 
.and traffic in a condition worthy of its value and importance. From time to 
&me vast expenditures have been made for new engines, handsome cars and 
steel rails, until by degrees the road has been brought to a point of excellence 
that will challenge comparison with anything of the kind north and west. 

The efforts of the Louisville and Nashville conlbinations a few years ago to 
obtain the entire control of the Western and Atlantic will be recollected as one 
of the most brilliant schemes in Southern railroad annals. The Louisville and 
Nashville joined hands with the powerful Central system of Georgia. Then it 
purchased a majority interest in the lease of the Western and Atlantic, but the 
full fruition of its purpose was baffled by the far-seeing judgment of President 
Brown, whose forethought had caused a provision to be inserted in the lease 
requiring the control to be kept in the hands of the original lessees, and mak- 
ing the forfeiture of the lease the penalty of discrimination in rates. Thus this 
comparatively short line of railway owned by the State of Georgia has con- 
tinued under the absolute control of President Brown and his original associ- 
ates, without being seriously affected by the intrigues and combinations of 
immense systems and grasping monopolies. The management has been from 
first to last progressive and liberal. The wise policy of building up local in- 
terests has been constantly kept in view. During recent years the president's 
son, Mr. Joseph M. Brown,'has filled the post of general freight and passenger 
agent, and his efforts to improve and popularize the line have made the " Ken- 
nesaw Route," as it is known by the traveling public, a household phrase all 
over the country. . 

Hut President Brown has matters of vast importance besides railway affairs 
to claim his attention. His appointn~ent in 1880 by Governor Colquit to fill 
the unexpired term of General Gordon in the Federal Senate was endorsed by 
the election of the legislature, and in I 884 he was re-elected. The senator's 
course is a part of the history of the day. His success in securing appropria- 
tions for Southern harbors and rivers, his speeches on the Mexican Pension 
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Bill, agai~i.;t Mahone, and on the Mormon question make up a splendid record. 
The senator also devotes some of his time to the duties devolvinq upon $m as 
president t ) f  the Dade Coal Company, president of the Walker Iron and Coal 
Companj, president of the Southern Railway and Steamship Association, and 
to his larst. private business interest. In the midst of this busy life, he has 
continued for many years one of the most zealous workers in the Baptist 
Church. He finds time to devote .to the educational interest of the people, 
and all his life has been a liberal giver, exercising liis charities judiciously, and 
in a quiet way. 

A t  tlie age of sixty-four Senator Hrown retains all his faculties in the 
superb plentitude of their powers. His elastic constitution enables hirn to bear 
what would fatigue a much younger man, and whether at his desk in the 
Senate, or his office in Atlanta, or inspecting the road in his private car, he is 
always the same quiet, tl~oughtful, keenly observant personage, calmly survey- 
ing the situation through his kindly eyes with the air of a man wbo has all the 
world's time and a large share of its resources at his disposal. All his life he 
has made haste slowly. He has always planned wisely and executed promptly. 
A clearer headed man, a man more tl~oro~lghly practical does not live. The 
comprehensive sweep of his mind takes in, grasps and holds everything to 
which his attention is directed. His mental processes are quick, but they are 
not the flashes or intuitions of genius ; they are the evolutions of a logical and 
trained intellect. No man was ever more master of himself, and this is one of 
the secrets of his mastery over others. His influence has  been dominant in 
the affairs of Georgia longer than that of any statesman or popular leader, and 
bids fair to continue. Although a South Carolinian by birth, he is, in the 
best sellse of the phrase, a typical Georgian, and all Georgians, whether they 
agree with or differ with him, are proud of him. He ~ v i l l  go down in history 
as one of the greatest Southerners of liis day and generation. 1 

B ULLOCK, EX-GOVERNOR. Rufits Brown Bullock was born in 13eth- 
lehem, Albany county, New York State, March 28, 1834. When six years 

of age his parents ~noved to Albion, Orleans county, i l l  the same State, where 
his education was cornplcted, so far as graduation from the then celebrated 
Albion Acadelny. Just at tlic time of his graduation tlie electric telegrapl~ was 
being constructed and operated through the State. He became interested in 
the intricate and scientific apparati~s of the House printing telegraph system ; 
he rapidly gained the mastery of this proceis, and although only seventeen 
years of age, took a leading position as an expert. We find in " Prescott's 
History of the Telegraph," and in Reid's " The Telegraph in America," ex- 
tended notices of Mr. Bullock as an expert operator and stlccessful organizer. 
I t  is said he was the first operator to be able to read by sound. From the 

1 Pascal J. Moran, in Dixie, September, 1885. 
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operating department his special ability as an executive officer soon forced him 
to thdfront, and we find him at Philadelphia in charge of a rival line, which 
soon broke down the monopoly and brought about competition and a more gen- 
eral use of the telegraph in business and social intercourse. So marked had been 
the efforts of Mr. Bullock in presenting the new telegraph schemes to the public 
that the attention of the managers of the express service was attracted. His ser- 
vices were secured by Mr. Dinsmore, the president of the Adams Express Com- 
pany ; he was assigned to a department in the South under Mr. H. B. Plant, and 
made his headquarters at Augusta, in this State, before the late war, and before 
he was old enough to exercise the rights of a voter. Prior to the opening of 
hostilities between the sections the Southern Express Company was organized, 
with Mr. Plant as president and Mr. Bullock as secretary. This new company 
purchased all of the Adams Company's interests in the Southern States, and 
conducted the business during the war and since. By reason of a severe do- 
mestic affliction and impaired health, Mr. Plant was compelled to seek rest and 
relaxation in Europe. Early in the war and until after the surrender the active 
control of express affairs devolved upon Mr. Bullock. Under his direction tel- 
egraph lines were constructed by the express company on interior routes, 
primarily to promote the efficient management of that service; but when the 
regular routes of the telegraph were captured along the coast by the Federal 
forces, these interior lines, established by the foresight of Mr. Bullock, proved 
of great value to the Confederacy. I t  was over these wires that communica- 
tion was kept np between President Davis, Generals Lee, Beauregard and John- 
ston, and it was over these lines that the restraining order was telegraphed from 
General Sherman, after 'the surrender of Johnston, to the Federal forces in 
Georgia, which were marching to destroy Macon and Augusta. Under Mr. 
Bullock's order the express company, through its agents all over the South, 
took charge of contributions of food and clothing for General Lee's army in 
Virginia. These contributions were forwarded free and distributed to the per- 
sons to whom directed. In the charge and prosecution of this work Mr. Bul- 
lock was, under an order of the War Department, assigned to duty as an acting 
assistant quartermaster-general, and as such was paroled a t  Apponlattox in 
April, 1865. After the close of the war he resumed active duty in reorganiz- 
ing and systematizing the exprcss service and other matters looking to the reha- 
bilitation of the South. We find in the Planter's JozlnzaC of April, 1884 quite 
an extended biographical sketch of Mr. Ballock, from which we copy as fol- 
lows : 

" I t  was perhaps due to his experiences in telegraph and express enterprises 
that he became deeply imbued with the spirit of internal improvement and 
this has proven the mainspring of his subsequent career. His first act after the 
war was one looking to the general welfare of the State of his adoption, which 
happened after this wise : After the surrender the States of South Carolina and 
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Georgia were left absolutely moneyless, which indeed was the case almost 
everywhere in the South, as most of us remember with lamentable distinctness. 
The land, however, was left, and crops were in the ground ; but business stood 
stock still for lack of a circulating medium. In  this dilemma Mr. Bullock came 
to the rescue of his city and section by going a t  once to New York, where he 
secured capital, and thence to Washington, where he obtained a charter for a 
national bank-a task far more difficult then than now-which was soon organ- 
ized and ready for business. Thus did Augusta, which was then his home, gain 
a vantage ground over rival towns b y  having five hundred thousand dollars in 
bank notes put iu circulation within a few months from the day the war was over 
-and it is probable that this good fortune gave to  Augusta the boom that has 
resulted in placing her in the front rank of Southern industrial centers. 

" Mr. Bullock ere long became president of the Macon and Augusta Rail- 
road, but its affairs were in such a state of prostration that he could do little or 
nothing in the way of rehabilitation without money, and so he once again re- 
paired to his moneyed friends at  the North to secure the indispensable requi- 
site. By this time, however, President Johnson and Congress had got a t  log- 
gerheads about the method of Southern reconstruction, and the prevailing sen- 
timent in financial circles was one of opposition to investments in the South until 
this difficulty should be solved. Said the capitalist of New York to whom Mr. 
Bullock applied : 'We prefer not to put our money i n  a country where there 
is no stable government. In fact, from our standpoint, Georgia is not yet back 
in the Union. If you will go home and bring Georgia into the list of well or- 
-dered States within the U~zion, you can have all the money you want.' And 
this was the occasion of Governor Bullock's embarking upon the sea of politics. 
From the lights before him, the quicltest way to bring about the result sug- 
gested by the Northern capitalist was to enlist under the standard of 'the 
powers that be.' 

"With no other end in view except the hastening of Georgia's recovery 
from the effects of the war, he aligned himself with a number of progressive 
men and proceeded with the Herculean task of reconstruction. A constitu- 
tional convention was called, and of course he took an active part in its pro- 
ceedings. The foremost idea in his mind at that time was to provide for State 
aid to railroads with a view to speedy development of Georgia's resources. 
The new constitution being adopted, he was put forward as the candidate of 
the Republican party for governor, and was of course elected. As the chief 
executive of the State it was no more than consistent in him to use his utmost 
efforts to carry out the provisions of the constitution, which he had been in 
great measure instrumental in framing; especially that section of it encourag- 
ing the construction of railroads, of which, in a short time, about four hundred 
miles were built. 

" And right here it may not be amiss to state that the increase of value to 
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real estate, resulting directly from the construction of these lines, has sufficed 
to more than reimburse the State for the obligations she incurred in building 
them. 

" In the high tide of party animosity there was no man in Georgia more 
heartily hated by the good people of that State, who held different political 
views, than Rufus B. Bullock, but his subsequent career has been such as to 
turn hatred into esteem. Not that he ever came with a whine of repentance , 

on his lips, not that he has ever cried peccavi, but because he has denlonstrated 
his consistency, and under the light of rigid scrutiny showed that he had the 
common good at heart. 

" H o w  it came about would make a long story, but sufficc it to say two 
indictments were found against Governor Bullock, so soon as his political op- 
ponents came into partial power. One of these was for an alleged conspiracy 
to defraud the State, the other was for failing to account for certain bonds 
which it was alleged had been placed in the executive department. 

" For seven years Ex-Governor Bullock endeavored to have a trial before 
a jury on the aforesaid indictments, because he felt that so long as they re- 
mained untried, and that, too, on the merits of the case, a cloud would hang 
over his fair name. He could mingle in the thickest of the fight on mere po- 
litical issues, nor did he shrink from mere political aspersions, but when his 
fair name and his personal integrity were assailed every other consideration 
sank into insignificance until these were vindicated. He was always ready 
when the cases were called, but for seven years a trial he could not get. Finally, 
however, when the causes that had led to the inflamed state of party feelings 
ceased to exist, the inflammation itself subsided, and better and cooler counsels 
prevailed. People then forgot the political lion and saw only the brother man 
who was asking simple justice. 

"When the facts came to be considered before a fair-minded jury it trans- 
spired in the case charging conspiracy to defraud .the State that so far from 
there having been, as alleged, any payment of money under the governor's 
direction to 'a  bogus corporation for imaginary cars,' that the corporation that 
got the money in q~testion was a highly respectable and bo?zn jde  enterprise, 
having among its managers such men as Major Campbell Wallace, one of the 
present railroad commissioners of Georgia ; and instead of 'imaginary rolling 
stock' the most substantial cars had been actually delivered, and that, too, to 
an extent in excess of the money paid on this account, so that if anybody had 
been defrauded it was the car company and not the State. 

" On the indictment for failure to account for bonds deposited in the execu- 
tive department, it was proven that the bonds in question (which covered that 

Courtesy of gAd
(2005) - All Rights Reserved 
http://www.gagenweb.org
159/11>  



BIOGRAPHICAL. I 5  

part of the purchase money for the State capitol building and grounds that the 
city of Atlanta had donated) had never found their way into the executive de- 
partment at  all, much less into Governor Bullock's hands, but in truth and in 
fact had been delivered by the mayor of the city directly to the person to whom 
they were due and payable; this was no other than H. I. Kimball, the man 
who had sold the property in question and was rightfully entitled to the bonds, 
and this whether they came through the channel of the executive department 
or from the hands of the mayor of the city which had issued them and had 
them to pay. 

"Thus was Governor Bullock's integrity completely and publicly vindicated 
by a formal verdict in conformity with the above facts. But it is a well- known 
fact that he was, long before, vindicated by the verdict of public sentiment, for 
there were few of even his fiercest political enemies, who, after the first white- 
heat of party passion had died away ever for a moment harbored a thought 
of his guilt. 

"The writer knows Governor Bullock well and has been much in Atlanta 
since Georgia ceased to be the scene of political contention and took her place 
in the industrial procession as the Empire State of the South, and from a knowl- 
edge of the man, and from what his neighbors say of him, it is hard to realize 
that there ever was a time when even an allegation of malfeasance could have 
been made against him. One can hardly bring himself to believe that the 
genial gentleman who makes every stranger with whom he comes in contact 
feel so comfortably at home in the 'Gate City

y

-that a man with such a kindly 
countenance (and there is a good likeness of it on the front page of the PZm- 
ters' Journal), a man whose comings in and goings out evince on every hand 
so much genuine appreciation on the part of his fellow townsmen-we say, one 
cannot see these things and realize that this is the same man who, a few years 
ago, was an object of universal antipathy, not only in Georgia, but all over the 
South. 

" For a number of years past Atlanta has been Governor Bullock's home 
-so selected doubtless because he foresaw in it at no distant day o,ne of the 
great metropolitan cities of the South, a position which it is no exaggeration 
to say Atlanta has already succeeded in reaching. 

" It will be remembered that the Atlanta Exposition resulted in an immense 
increase of manufacturing industries in that city and a large addition of desira- 
ble population. Aithough all the Atlantans, with scarce an exception, made 
the most of that occasion with a view to such a result, yet few of them were 
so fortunately situated for making a favorable impression on strangers as Gov- 
ernor Bullock. In the first place, the extent of his acquaintance was only 
equaled by the cordiality of his manners, and then the very fact that he was a 
native of New York carried a certain conviction whenever he spoke to North- 
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16 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

ern men. Thus it transpired that his influence and efforts led to various im- 
I 1 

portant investments in the city and State. He was at  that time treasurer of 
the Atlanta Cotton Mill, and since the mills changed ownership he has been 
the president of the new company. He  has ever taken the liveliest interest in 
cotton manufacturing, and his views on this subject carry weight with them 
wherever expressed, as was evidenced by the prominence accorded him in the 
convention of cotton manufacturers, lately held at  Augusta, Ga. 

'' Governor Bullock is fifty years old ; much younger than most persons 
who have only heard of him without knowing him would be apt to suppose him 
to be. To those who know him, ho,wever, it is a difficult task to consider him as 
other than a young man physically as well as mentally, for there is an activity 
in his step, a bouyancy in his every movement that points to a vast amount 
of future successful work. I t  is a fortunate thing for Atlanta that she has a 
kind of lien on the life-work ofsuch a man, especially in view of the fact that 
he is heart and soul in the cause of enterprise and progress." 

Mr. Bullock was elected governor by the people under the reconstruction 
laws, and was inaugurated July 4, 1868, The opposition having carried the 
State by an immense majority in the elections of 1870, he resigned the office 
in November, 1871. Since that time he has taken no active part in politics,. 
but has never failed to defend his administration when assailed in the newspa- 
pers. The features of his administration which have been most criticised were 
his policy of State aid to promote the construction of new railroads ; the main- 
tenance of the right of colored men to hold office, and the taking of the State's 
railroad out of politics by leasing it for twenty years for a net revenue to the 
State of six million dollars. All these measures have now been acquiesced in 
and approved by the general public, and the modifying influences of time are  
having a salutary effect. Ex-Governor Bullock socially and commercially 
stands high in this community. For years he has been in official relations. 
with his church and with all leading social events. He was one of the projectors 
of the Cotton Exposition, director of the Piedmont Exposition, and is sought for 
and found willing to aid in any enterprise for the benefit of his city and State. 
The city of Atlanta has been largely benefited by the steady support which she 
has received from Ex-Governor Bullock. In every measure for her promotion 
he has been foremost since he cast his lot with us to the present day, and much 
of her progress and prosperity istdue to his personal efforts and encouragement, 
His prophecy of 1882, that within ten years our population would reach ~oo,ooo, 
seems about to be fulfilled. 

C UNNINGHAM, HON. JOHN D., one of the most prominent members of 
the Atlanta bar, was born at  Oak Bowery, Chambers county, Ala., on the 

28th day of March, 1842, to which place his father, Colonel Joseph H. Cun- 
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ningllarn, a wealthy planter and a distinguished military officer, had moved a 
short time previous from Fayetteville, Ga. Receiving a common school edu- 
cation at Chunnenuggee Male Academy, near Union Springs. Ala., and a lib- 
eral col'legiate education at the Western Military Institute, Nashville. Tenn., 
and Emory and Henry College, Va., he a t  the early age of seventeen selected 
the law as his profession. Under the skillful tuitioll of Hon. David Cl;~pton, 
now a justice of the Supreme Court of Alabama, and Ex-Governor Robert 17. 

Ligon, in whose office he studied law, his progress was so rapid, that after a 
rigid and creditable examination, he was admitted to  the bar in the Circuit 
Court of the Ninth Judicial Circuit, sitting for Macon county, on the 3d day of 
September, 1860. On the 8th day of May, 1860. he was married to Miss Cor- 
nelia Dobbins, of Griffin, Ga., a daughter of Miles G. Dobbins, esq., who was 
afterwards one of the most prominent bankers of Atlanta. Mr. Dobbins's friend- 
ship and confidence in Judge Cunningham was shown in many acts of kindness 
during twenty-seven years of his life, and a t  his death he left him executor to 
wind up one of the largest and most valuable estates in North Georgia. His 
marriage was blessed with seven children, the oldest of them, Mr. John D. Cun- 
ningham, jr., is probably one of the brightest and most prominent fruit planters 
of Georgia. Judge Cunningham was enjoying a lucrative and fast increasing law 
practice at Tuskegee, Ala., when the tocsin of war sounded. Then, although 
devoted in love for the Union, and believing that secession meant ruin to every- 
thing he held dear, still when the blood began to flow, like the Indian wilose 
remonstrances had availed not a t  the council fires to keep his tribe out of ruin- 
ous war, he shouldered his musket in defense of his home and kindred. In 
August, 1865, when he resunled the practice of law a t  Montgomery, his fath- 
er's large estate had been swept away, and nothing remained but the land, 
barely sufficient to support his sister and parents. Without a library or suit- 
able office furniture, too poor to buy citizen's clothing, he struggled on until 
he numbered among his clients the wealthiest and best people of the city, and 
when appointed to the bench in r 868, left a practice of eight thousand dollars 
a year. 

Always opposed to  a dissolution of the Union, Judge Cunningham favored 
the earliest restoration of the States on the bkst available terms. Avoiding the 
extremes of the radical on one side and secession Democracy on the other, he 
was selected on account of his well known ability, probity and conservative 
political sentiments to  fill one of the most honorable and responsible judge- 
ships of the State of Alabama, that of the judge of the city court of Montgom- 
ery, a State law court of unlimited civil and criminal jurisdiction, while the judge 
at  the chambers exercised power of granting remedial judicial writs through- 
out the State. Although only twenty-six years old when placed i n  this high 
and responsible judicial office, and surrounded by the demoralization resulting 
from war and reconstruction, his administration was so fair, just and energetic, . 

3' 
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that he soon brought o d e r  out of chaos, and won the confidencc of all law- 
abiding people, and the respect and fear of the law-breakers. As  an illustration 
of the demoralization of the ti~nes, i n  a celebrated suit involving about two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, between a prominent State officer and a United 
States judge, at the solicitation of the jury, Judge Cunningham ordered a mis- 
trial entered in the case, and after a full investigation of the facts, put the sheriff, 
a juror and the State solicitor in jail for the full term allowed by law, for tam- 
pering with the jury. This was followed by an attempt to annoy Judge Cun- 
ningham by prosecution in the Federal court under the enforcement laws, but 
the good citizens, without regard to party, raised such a storm of indignation, 
that not only did the prosecution cease, but its authors were covered with 
shame. At the termination of six years service on the bench the members of 
the Montgomery bar, one of the ablest and largest in the South, called a meet- 
ing, at which Judge David Clapton (his old preceptor) presided, and passed res- 
olutions unanimously endorsing Judge Cunningham's entire administration, on 
account of his ability, impartiality and integrity as a judge, and after having 
the resolutions spread upon, the minutes of the court, sent Judge Cunningham 
a copy certified on parchment. In I 874 Judge Cunningham commenced the 
practice of law a t  Atlanta, where, by his integrity and ability as a lawyer, he 
soon enjoyed a lucrative, first-class practice, which he has held to this day. 
Caring little about politics, but always acting on the belief that a good man will 
make a good officer, he always looks to the personal integrity and ability of the 
candidate, and cares little about his politics. For about twenty years he has 
been a most zealous .and active temperance worker, advocating the cause of 
prohibition always and under all circumstances. He is opposed to internal 
revenue tax and all special tax on liquor, believing that they tend to make the 
government a partner in rum se:llng, and keep the traffic in existence by mak- 
ing it bear the burdens of taxation. Having on his large fruit plantation about 
10,ooo bushels of excellent peaches too ripe for shipment, he at  first refused 
$3,000, and then an offer of $5,000, for them to be distilled into brandy. H e  sent 
word to his neighbors, that they could have as many as they wished for their 
hogs free, saying to the distillers, "you can have my peaches for nothing. to 
make hogs out of pigs, but you cannot buy them at any price, for the purpose of 
making hogs out of men." Judge Cunningham wrote and had printed the first 
general local option law ever presented to the General Assembly of Georgia. 
This bill was handed to a member from Fulton county, and although very mild 
in its terms, only seeking to give the qualified voters of each militia district the 
right to say whether or not they would prohibit bar-rooms in their districts, 
failed to get support. Few men in Georgia have done more for the temperance 
cause. He was one of the five men who met at his office and worked up the call 
for the first Georgia State Temperance Convention, Judge Cunningham has 
found tiine in the midst of his professional labors to make his mark as a finan- 
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tier, and also to become one of the largest fruit-growers in the Southern States. 
In one season he shipped from his Orchard Hill plantations, containing about 
twelve hundred acres, with all the available high land planted in fruit, about 
forty thousand crates of fruit, besides loosing about the same amount for want 
of adequate transportation, and sometimes employed in gathering and packing 
fruit about four hundred hands. In order to provide transportation for these 
immense fruit crops, he and a few friends organized a refrigerator car company, 
which is still in existence, and has paid a steady dividend of twelve per cent. 
per annum,on its stock ever since it began operations. 

Of late years he has turned over his fruit-growing and planting to his son, 
Mr. John D. Cunningham, jr., and now confines his attention entirely to the 
practice of law. Some years since Judge Cunningham was employed as an 
attorney to settle a disputed and vexed question of account involving about 
400,000 pounds sterling, between the Union Bank of London, England, and an 
American client, and this rendered it necessary for him to remain in London 
for some months. During this time he was the recipient of many acts of cour- 
tesy from that great American, Mr. J. L. Motley, who was then the United 
States minister at the court of St. James, whereby he was enabled to see the 
queen and royal family, and become acquainted with some of the most distin- 
guished statesmen and judges of Great Britain. Judge Cunningham is emphat- 
ically a man of strong mind and fixed convictions, caring little for the opinions 
of mankind, except they are based on correct estimates. He is self-reliant in 
his business, and independent in his politics. No man is a more sincere advo- 
cate of law and order, and more punctual in the perforniance of his duty as a 
citizen, nor more ready to yield to others every consideration which he de- 
mands for himself. T o  those who are dependent upon him, he is kind and in- 
dulgent. .It is a favorite theory of his, " that every good woman should be a 
.queen in her own home," and that "nothing at home is too good for the chil- 
dren." Adopting the rule that true charity consists in enabling people to help 
themselves, he is always ready, by counsel and pecuniary aid, to encourage the 
unfortunate to stand up, and again resume the battle of life. 

Fidelity to trust is the principle of his life. Acting on the proverb that 
when we injure others, we injure ourselves, he yields voluntarily to every man- 
what is justly due. He .has never failed to pay dollar for dollar, with interest 
*on every debt, and even labored in want and poverty, when the war was ended, 
to  pay debts contracted before the war, when he was rich, and which he had . 
forgotten to settle. 

A firm believer in blood, he with pride refers back through old Virginia, 
Scotland and Ireland to a race of honest men and noble women, his ancestors, 
who have all lived and died without a stain upon their integrity. Caring little 
for popularity and applause, his aim in life is to do his duty, and leave the world 
better for his having lived in it. When lately asked about his politics he re- 
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plied: "My political ambition is to see the last bar-room in the United States 
wiped out of existence by the strong hand of the law." 

C OI,LIER, C. A. Among the early lawyers of North Georgia, John Col- 
lier was one of the most prominent. He commenced the practice of his 

profession in DeKalb county, which at that time embraced the present county 
of Fulton. For some years the young attorney had to fight against adverse 
circumstances. The  people, as a rule, were poor, and large fees were almost 
unknown. There were no railroads, and the highways leading to  the various 
justices' courts in the country were rough country roads. 

Young Collier belonged to  a family of sturdy pioneers, and he was not ac- 
customed to allow slight obstacles to stand in his way. His library contained 
only a few bool<s, but he mastered them. As it was not always convenient to  
secure a horse when he was going to a distant court, he overcame the difficulty 
by walking to his destination. As  he was a man of superb physical as well as 
mental powers, he did not consider this much of a hardship, and his frequent 
pedestrian trips through the country enabled hirrl to become more intimately 

, acquainted with the people. 
I n  the course of time Mr. Collier's practice began to rapidly increase, and 

it occurred to him that it would be to his interest to establish himself in a 
growing town. Naturally his attention was directed to Atlanta, which was then 
enjoying its first boom as a railroad center, and after some deliberation he 
moved to this city and opened his office. Success attended him from the start. 
His clients continued to increase, and he made investments in real estate which 
turned out profitably. He was held in such high esteem that the people elected 
him to  various positions of honor and trust. He was sent to the State Senate, 
and was made Judge of the Superior Court. In ail of his official positions his 
ability, industry and integt i ty impressed the public most favorably, and among 
the older residents of the place who are now living, no man stands higher in 
the regard of his fellow-citizens than Judge John Collier. 

Charles A. Collier, the subject of this sketch, was born in Atlanta, July 19, 
1845, shortly after his father, Judge Collier, moved to tlie young and growing 
town. From early boyhood he enjoyed the best educational advantages that 
the place afforded, and it did not take long for 11is teachers and others to dis- 
cover that he was a boy of unusual prornise and a diligent student. At  the 
University of Georgia Mr. Collier more than fulfilled the anticipations of his 
friends, and when lie completed his education a ~ ~ d  was adulitted to the bar, in 
I 87 1, it was generally conceded that he was one of the best equipped young 
men in the profession. 

On  tlie 7th of January, 1875, Mr. Collier was married to the daughter of the 
late William A. Kawson. From this date his real career may be said to have 
commenced. Happily married, and enjoying the full confidence of his neigh- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 2 I 

bors and friends, Mr. Collier engaged in various important business enterprises, 
conducting them all with signal ability and success. While many temptations 
were held out to  him to enter political life, he declined every offer, and pursued 
the even tenor of his way. One position he could not very well decline. T h e  
people put him forward as a candidate for alderman, and he was elected by a 
large vote. In this position, which he holds at the present time, he is mayor 
pru tent., and chairman of the finance committee of the city council. He is also 
the chairman of the Democratic executive committee of Fulton county, and in 
discharging the duties of these offices, he is necessarily compelled to devote 
much of his time to  public affairs. A s  a municipal legislator, and as the pre- 
siding officer of the county L)emocracy, his clear head. legal knowledge, and 
business ability, have been universally recognized. Besides this, Mr. Collier is 
a man of tact H e  is thoroughly conversant with the affairs of the day, and 
he rarely makes a mistake in his conclusions. At  present he is a director in the 
Bank of the State of Georgia, a director in the Capital City Hank, president of 
the Gate City Gas Light Company, and president of the Refrigerating Con- 
struction Company. 

One of the most notable enterprises that Mr. Collier was ever connected with 
was the famous Piedmont Exposition of 1887. Some time in the month of June 
of that year, several gentlemen, who had rnet in a casual way in the office of 
the Constittitio7z, engaged in a discussion of State fairs and expositions in gen- 
eral, and one of the number in a moment of inspiration, suggested the Pied- 
mont Exposition. 'The idea pleased every one. A company was organized, 
with Mr. Collier as president, and the worlc was at  once commented. The Ex- 
position was to be opened in October, and everything had to be done within 
about one hundred days. Suitable grounds had to  be selected and surveyed. 
A virgin forest had to be cleared away, and there were numerous substantial 
and expensive buildings to be erected, a race-track to be constructed to say 
nothing of many minor points. I t  was necessary to  advertise the enterprise 
thoroughly, and the services of experienced traveling agents were required, in 
order to enlist the s;,rnpatliy and aid of all the States in the Piedmont region. 
T o  organize these various departments, secure exhibits, and provide for the 
construct~on of the buildings, was a tremendous task, and it \vould have ap- 
palled most men. I'resident Collier was fully aware of the difficulties in the 
way, but he resolutely went to work, day and night, with the determination to  
make the affair a success. 

I t  is safe to say that nowhere i n  the world was such a great amount of work 
ever accomplisl~ed in such a short period. The exposition opened on the day 
originally set for it, and the magnificent grounds were a revelation to the spec- 
tators, while the spacious buildings were filled with a wealth of exhibits, such 
as had never been seen before in the South. The Hon. Saniuel J .  Randall, of 

I 
Pennsylvania, was the orator of the day, and the enthusiasm of the assembled 
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thousands was almost boundless. The following summary of President Col- 
lier's speech, which appeared in the Co?rstitution, is so full of interest that it can 
not be omitted in this sketch : 

" President Collier gave a short sketch of the organization of the Piedmont 
Exposition, stating that 104 days ago the enterprise was unknown, even in 
Atlanta, and that it had originated among a few gentlemen who had assembled 
in the office of the Atlanta Co~rstitzrtio7z; that it had grown beyond the expect- 
ations of its projectors, beyond the limits set for it, until tlie opening day, when 
it  stood without a rival in everything that ib claimed as an exposition of the 
wealth, products, resources and industry of the Piedmont region. 

"Many things, according to President Collier, had occurred to make the 
Piedmont Exposition a success. The untiring energy, the devoted unselfish- 
ness of the officers and directors, who had worked for it by day, and thought 
of it and for it by night, had,been a potent factor of the enterprise. But there 
were other aids that he could not afford to pass unnoticed in this hour, when 
credit was being accorded; and to the press of the State and country, and espe- 
cially to the local press, was much praise and credit due. And the unparal- 
leled liberality and generosity of the railroads to the exposition had been of 
,great assistance, and all the praise and credit possible should be accorded to 
them. 

"President Collier declared that the exposition, if it had done nothing else, 
had already been valuable beyond cornparison to Atlanta, in that it had brought 
the people of a once divided city together again, shoulder to shoulder, hand to 
hand, and heart to heart, in the work of advancing the city of Atlanta, aiding 
her progress and extending her influence and fame. 

"The work of the exposition management in preparing the grounds and 
erecting the buildings was detailed. I t  was wonderful. Only 104 days ago 
cotton was blooming on the very spot where the speaker stood; behind him, 
and beyond him, where magnificent buildings stood, weeds were growing, and 
virgin forests were undisturbed by the woodsman's ax, thus proclaiming the 
wildness of the spot. The transformation had been complete, and it was with 
natural and commendable pride that tlie management threw open the gates to 
the world. 

"Exhibits had been turned away, said President Collier, in quantity and in 
numbers to have started an exposition equal to the cotton exposition of 1881.  
T h e  management could have filled over double the space it had provided, had 
the  time been sufficient. President Collier related many other circumstances 
connected with the work of the exposition that interested his audience, and im- 
pressed the crowd with the fact that the undertaking, though stupendous, had 
been bravely met, and successfully performed. President Collier was inter- 
rupted frequently with cheers and applause. 

" I t  is regretted that the speech is not presented in full, but there was no 
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manuscript copy, and the speaker was too much fatigued after the day's exer- 
cises, to give a report. 

"Mr. Collier's remarks were listened to with marked attention, and as h e  
concluded the remarkable account of the organization and completion of the 
Piedmont Exposition, cheers loud and long were given. President Collier then 
introduced Governor Gordon." 

The country is well acquainted with the results of this famous exposition, 
The visitors probably numbered 200,000. After all expenses had been paid, 
there remained a clear profit of $56,000. The Piedmont region was so well ad- 
vertised by it that a steady stream of immigration set in from the Northwest- 
ern States, and the possibilities of this movement cannot even now be esti- 
mated. One great feature of the exposition was the visit of President Cleve- 
land and Mrs. Cleveland. These distinguished guests were royally entertained, 
and they formed a lasting friendship for President Collier, whose thoughtful 
kindness and courtesy made their stay in the city thoroughly pleasant from first 
to last. 

Mr. Collier, although one of the busiest of men, does not give his whole life 
to business. He is interested in literature, science and art. !Ie has traveled 
extensively, and there is very little concerning his own country and its affairs 
that he is not familiar with. Possessing an ample fortune, he values money only 
as a means to secure the happiness of himself and others, and his liberality to 
public enterprises and charitable objects is so well known that it does not re- 
quire more than a passing mention. With the modest and moderate ambition 
of a private citizen, and with the tastes of a man of culture and refinement, the 
future career of Mr. Collier will doubtless come up to the full measure of his 
wishes and aspirations. His special hobby is Atlanta, and it is likely that for 
many years to come his efforts and energies will be given without stint to such 
enterprises, as, in his judgment, appear to be best calculated to promote the 
progress and prosperity of his city. Such men constitute the best part of the 
the real wealth of a community, and their works live after them. 

E NGLISH, HON. JAMES W., of Atlanta, was born in the State of Louisi- 
ana,. parish of Orleatls, October 28, I 837. His father, Andrew English, 

a planter, died when he was quite young, but his early boyhood was spent at' 
home, where he received but limited educational advantages. A t  the age of 
ten he went to live with an uncle in the interior of the State, but soon after 
went to Covington, Ky., and began an apprenticeship a t  the carriage trade. 
In May, 1852, he came to Griffin, Ga., where he worked at his trade, and specu- 
lated in real estate until the beginning of the war. On April 18th, 1861, he 
enlisted in Spaulding's Grays, which afterwards became a part of the Second 
Georgia Battalion, General A. R.,Wright's brigade, Army of Northern Viigina. 
This command served solely in the Army of ~ o r t b e r n ' v i r ~ i n i a ,  and participated 
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in all the important bat7les fought by Lee's Army, and was particularly noted 
for daring and bravery. Soon after joining this battalion Mr. English was pro- 
moted to the rank of a lieutenant and served in this capacity through the war, 
but had the command of the company during the last two years of service. He 
was wounded five times, but was never disabled for duty, and fought at  the 
head of his company in every engagement in which it took part. He was 
paroled at Appomattax Court House April g, I 865, after four years of almost 
constant and continuous service in the field. 

After the war he returned to Griffin, but in May, 1865, came to Atlanta. 
A t  this time no one could have had a poorer start for the success he has since 
achieved than Mr. English. In a strange city, without money, friends, or in- 
fluence, he bravely began the struggle for a simple livelihood. Work a t  his 
trade it was impossible to find, but he did not hesitate to accept the first op- 
portunity to work which chance offered. Thc rebuilding of Atlanta had just 
begun, and he secured his first employment at carrying bricks, at  fifty cents a 
day. Hut he was not disheartened, and with that same energy and determin- 
ation to succeed which has marked his course, he continued in such employ 
until something more congenial and remunerative could be obtained. H e  be- 
came a clerk in a store, and afterwards in  a hotel. He was industrious, econ- 
otnical and saving, and his accumulated savings he invested in real estate. 
With keen business foresight he saw what the fitture had in store for Atlanta. 
His early investments, although small, netted large returns, and it was only a 
few years after his coming to Atlanta until he had gained considerable capital. 
He continued his speculation in real estate and general trading, and soon de- 
voted his whole time to it. Marked success followed his judicious and well di- 
rected efforts, and it is now several years ago that Mr. English passed the point 
of having accumulated a comfort'able fortune. 

About a year after his arrival in Atlanta, July 26, 1866, Mr. English was 
married to Miss Emily A. Alexander, daughter of J. L. Alexander, of Griffin, 
Ga. They have had six children, five of whom are living, three boys and two 
girls, all of whom were born in Atlanta. Mr. English and wife are both mem- 
bers of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Fertile in resource, and with a capacity for large enterprises, in 1883, Mr. 
English organized the Chattahoochee Brick Company, of which he has since 
been president. The  growth of the business of this company has been wonder- 
ful. To-day it is the largest concern of its kind in the United States, having 
a capacity of 200,000 bricks per day. The yards are located on the Chatta- 
hoochee River, abotlt seven miles from Atlanta, where from three hundred to 
four hundred men are employed. The  production consist of fine oil pressed and 
ornamental brick, which are sold all over the States of Georgia, Tennessee, Ala- 
bama and Florida. This enterprise has greatly reduced the cost of construct- 
ing buildings in Atlanta, and has been a potent factor in the city's prosperity. 
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Since April, 1885, Mr. English has been largely interested in railroad construc- 
tion, having completed extensive contracts on the Georgia Midland and Gulf, 
Atlanta and Florida, Chattanooga, Rome and Columbus Railroads, and within 
the last seven months has completed one hundred and forty miles on the Colum- 
bus Southern. The latter is the longest line of railway completed within the time 
ever built in the Southern States. Mr. English and his associates contracted 
to build this road within a specified time, and upon failure to do so were to 
forfeit $125,000. Few believed the contract could be fulfilled, but the enter- 
prise has been successfully carried through, although it severely taxed the en- 
ergies of Mr. English and associates I t  necessitated the employment of from 
2,000 to 3,000 men, and the completion of this road within the time specified, 
has been one of the most remarkable results in railroad building in the South, 
Mr. English is admirably qualified for extensive enterprises of this character. 
He has wonderful executive ability, quick grasp of details, and the power to. 
utilize to the best advantage large bodies of men. Another strong element in 
his character is the unconquerable spirit of persistence with which his plans 
are pursued. To do what he has undertaken to do, being convinced that his 
course is right, he is lastingly pledged by the resolution of his nature to pursue 
it. I t  is impossible to vanquish such men, and this has been strikingly shown 
in all the encounters with misfortune which Mr. English has undergone. 

Mr. English has always been a Democrat in political faith, but his taste and 
disposition do not run toward public station norofficial life. But it is not strange 
that one who has been so eminently successful in the management of his private 
business, and whose career had been so honorable should be strongly pressed 
to assume political positions, and in deference to such requests he has on sev- 
eral occasions waived his personal preferences, and accepted public duties that 
were laid upon him. He  was a member of the city council in 1877 and 1878, 
and during this period was chairman of the finance committee. A t  this time 
the city had a large floating debt, upon which was being paid interest at the 
rate of ten to eighteen per cent. per annum. He immediately undertook the 
task of reducing this heavy expense, and before his term had expired succeeded 
in making arrangement whereby interest on the city debt was reduced to seven 
per cent., and subsequently, as a result of his persistent labors, before the citi- 
zens' committee, the entire floating indebtedness of the city was converted into 
bonds bearing six per cent., and the methods creating such debts he also suc- 
ceeded in abolishing. 

His work in behalf of economical government and admirable handling of the 
city's finance won the approbation of the people, and in 1881, in a hotly con- 
tested election, he was chosen mayor of the city. His course as mayor was 
characterized by fearless discharge of duty and sincere devotion to the best in- 
terests of the city. He  revised the tax collecting system, and inaugurated the 
present methods of collecting taxes whereby a much larger city revenue has 

4' 
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been secured, based upon the enforcement of just and equitable laws. The 
loose methods which had prevailed in the management of city finances were 
corrected, all unnecessary expenses were stopped, and sound business princi- 
ples were applied to municipal affairs. So sound did the financial reputation 
of the city become during his term, that the first five per cent. city bonds ever 
issued in the South were readily sold, and netted the city par value. He 
waged a vigorous warfare against gambling, and did his utmost to secure the 
enforcement of the laws of the city. During his administration was inaugu- 
rated the first public improvement of any magnitude in street paving, the first 
granite block pavement being laid during the first year of his term. This 
greatly needed work was prosecuted with great success. In fact, it is not too 
much to say that from the assumption of Mayor English's control, as chie'f 
magistrate of the city, may be dated the commencement of the real and sub- 
stantial growth and prosperity the city has since enjoyed. That he was largely 
instrumental in bringing about this gratifying result, no one, acquainted with 
$he earlier and present history of the city, will, for a moment, honestly deny. 

A t  the close of his term in  January, 1853, the Atla~zta Constitzition gives 
expression to the general verdict of the people, when it said : " It is seldom 
that  any officer retires from a trust, so universally honored and esteemed, as 
does Mayor English, this morning. The two years of his rule have been the 
most prosperous years the city ever knew, much of which is due to the fact 
that  he has been the best mayor within our memory. 

" In every sense his re'gime has been successful. He has put under control 
.a lawless element that has heretofore defied city officials. H e  has restricted 
gambling to a few secret corners, if he has not driven it out altogether. 

" In a financial sense the result has been quite as happy. The English 
administration closes its year without having one dollar of debt or a single bill 
payable. I t  leaves a sinking fund of $95,000 in the treasury, where it found 
only $40,000 two years ago. It has spent $101,200 on permanent improve- 
ments, such as $53,000, waterworks ; $28,000, fire department, and $10,000 
for a new school-house. It has spent $70,000 on the streets, besides a levy af 
$60,000 on citizens against $40,000 a year ago. I t  has maintained every de- 
partment efficiently besides achieving the above results. 

" Under Mayor English, a permanent system of good streets has been 
started, and two streets finished. A paid fire department has been established 
and a fire alarm system built. The system of assessment and tax .paying has 
'been so amended and enforced that, without increasing the burden, the vol- 
ume of income has been largely increased. Altogether, we may say that in 
the last two years the foundation has been laid for another order of things, and 
the start fairly made for a higher and better growth. If his work is only sup- 
plemented it will be well with Atlanta. I t  may be claimed that Mayor Eng- 
Sbh had the two best years to work on. We grant that, and claim for him that 
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the man n ~d the occasion met. He leaves office without a blot on his name, 
or a stain on his record, and will have the confidence of the people." 

Mr. l<nglish took a prominent part in the movement, relative to securing 
the perm'inent location of the State capitol at Atlanta, in 1877. After a long 
and weary struggle the issue, whether this city should remain the capital city 
of Georgia, went to the people for final adjudication. In speaking of this 
struggle the Colzstitzition said : " A terrible prejudice was arrayed against our i 
brave city, and it was certain she had a desperate fight before her. The most 
careful and thorough organization, and the most exhaustive and sagacious 
cunning were necessary if Atlanta wished to maintain her supremacy. Be- 
sides the loss of prestige that would follow if Atlanta was beaten, it was esti- 
mated that her defeat would take twenty-five per cent. off the value of her en- 
tire property, or destroy at one blow $~,OOO,OOO. It  was necessary to find 

j some citizen who would consent to take charge of this desperate and moment- 
ous campaign. It  was very difficult to find such a man. There were dozens 1 who were willing to serve on the committee in subordinate capacities, but  
none who were willing to take the labors and responsibilities of leadership. 

" At length Captain English consented to take the place, with its thankless 
and strenuous labors, and do the best he could to so handle it that the city 
would be protected from the assaults of its enemies. He forsook his private 
business, and gave all his time and energies to the details of the campaign. 
I t  was a fearful struggle. Over one million circulars, letters and addresses 
were to be circulated throughout the State. Speakers were to be provided 
for every section. Local prejudices were to be met and local committees to  
be organized. It was necessary to use money in the legitimate expenses of 
the campaign, and it was equally essential to protect Atlanta's honor and 
purse by seeing that none was expended in an illegitimate way. Ail these af- 
fairs Captain English attended to with rare fidelity. He displayed a marvel- 
ous shrewdness and sagacity, and showed himself possessed of rare executive 
powers. Everything went through, compact and organized, and Atlanta 
scored the most brilliant victory of her life." The people were full of grateful 
appreciation of his labors and exertions. They presented him with a fine sil- 
ver service, and the council passed resolutions of thanks to him. Since Mr. 
English's retirement from the office of mayor, he has held no public office, ex- 
cept as member of the police board. 

Progressive and public-spirited, Mr. English has borne a leading part in all 
the enterprises which have aided the upbuilding of Atlanta. He is a large 
property holder in the city, and all his interests are linked with the city's wel- 
fare. He was a director in the first cotton factory established here, and was 
one of the original promoters of the Atlanta Female Institute, and under him, 
as chairman of the building committee, the school was built and equipped. 
He also contributed toward the erection of the Kimball House, and to the 
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various expositions which have been held here. In the various enterprises 
with which he has been connected, he has been remarkably successful, and in 
that success Atlanta has been enriched in numerous ways. In business and 
financial management he has proven himself to be a force in this community, 
while the integrity of his course, both publicly and privately, command respect 
and esteem. - .  

A USTELL, ALFRED.  Conspicuous among the ablest financicrs of Geor- 
gia, stands the name of General Alfred Austell, who, for many years, was 

one of the most prominent and widely known citizens of Atlanta. He was 
born in Jefferson county, East Tenn., January 14, 1814, and was a son of 
William and Jane W. Austell. H e  was reared on a farm, and was trained to 
manual labor, acquiring a practical knowledge of farming, a pursuit to which 
he was ardently devoted in after life, and which he successfully prosecuted, as 
he did whatever he undertook. Like most country boys of that day, he at- 
tended the old field school and gained some knowledge of the elementary 
branches of learning. Yet the educational advantages and opportunities of 
young Austell were small and limited, and his boyhood and early youth were 
chiefly spent in work on the farm. The mode of life, however, gave hini a ro- 
bust and vigorous constitution, and inured him to habits of diligellt and patient 
labor that clung to him during his whole subsequent career. But his naturally 
ambitious nature did not permit him to be content with the slow, plodding life 
of a farmer, and before he had attained his majority he left home to seek his 
fortune. 

We come now to an event that displayed the strong personality, the inborn 
spirit, high aspiration and firm resolve of the young man, and constituted a 
turning point in his life. This was a determination that he formed and carried 
into execution, to leave his father's house, forsake a course of labor on the 
farm, and embark in some other pursuit, with a view of promoting his own in- 
terest and fortune more rapidly and prosperously than he  was likely to do at 
home. 

The Rev. J. H. Martin relates the following : " Some years ago I met with 
an Ohio lady, who related an incident in the early ~rlanhood of the prominent 
politician of that State, the Hon Benjamin F. Wade. H e  was poor, but aspir- 
ing and ambitious. He felt the promptings of a stirring impulse within. His 
occupatio~ was that of a woodcutter. One day he threw down his ax, declar- 
ing that he was born for a higher employment and position, vowing that he 
would quit that kind of work, go to school, get an education, and endeavor to 
gain eminence and honor. A s  a parallel case of the workings of an ardent, 
earnest soul, fettered by its surroundings, and throbbing with desires and as- 
pirations for a wider theater of action and the accomplishment of greater 
things, I immediately adduced the example and related the story of young 
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Austell, which I had heard from his own lips. One day he cast down his hoe 
with which he was at work in a field, went to the house, put on his best suit 
of clothes, and told his father that he was going away in search of other em- 
ployment. He went to Dandridge, presented himself to an old merchant of 
the place, made known his desire and plan, and asked for a situation as clerk 
in his store. Although he failed in securing immediate employment, yet he 
inflexibly adhered to his purpose and went to Spartanburg, S. C., and here be- 
gan his business career as a clerk, e t ~ . ' '  

He went to Spartanburg, S. C., and here began his business career as a 
clerk in the store of his brother William. After a few years his brother 
retired from business, and in 1836 young Austell was obliged to seek new 
fields of activity for his encrgetic and enterprising nature. He left South Car- 
olina and migrated to Georgia, locating in Campbellton, the county seat of 
Campbell county. Here he embarked in business as a village merchant. Sub- 
stantial success rewarded his efforts, and his increase in capital he invested in 
lands. In a few years he became the owner of several plantations, and raised 
,extensive crops of cotton. In 1858 he moved to Atlanta, where he already 
possess&d property. A t  this time he had accumulated a large fortune, and 
was regarded as a shrewd, careful business man of rare ability. In the com- 
paratively young city of Atlanta he soon became a marked figure in financial 
affairs. He became connected with a bank, and in its management displayed 
that rare business judgment and tact which, in later years, gained for him such 
wide distinction. At this period the war feeling was at its height, and General 
Austell, without equivocation, arrayed himself on the side of peaceful meas- 
ures. He vigorously opposed secession, and by voice and vote did all he 
.could to prevent the fearful catastrophe of war. During. the struggle, which 
his clear foresight easily foresaw would end in the overthrow of the rebellion, 
he remained in Atlanta until the evacuation of the city by order of General 
Sherman. 

Emerging from the war with a largely reduced estate, General Austell em- 
barked with characteristic resolution, courage and energy in the work of re- 
pairing his losses, rebuilding and advancing his business interests. He  pos- 
sessed the unlimited confidence of President Johnson, and during the early 
part of the reconstruction period rendered invaluable services to the State by 
his intercession with the president. He was often called upon for advice and 
counsel, where his thorough knowledge of the needs of the State and the tem- 
per of the people did much to secure their favorable consideration at Wash- 
ington. 

September I ,  1865, he organized the first national bank ever organized in 
the Southern States, known as the Atlanta National Rank. Of this institu- 
tion he was elected president, a position he held without interruption up to 
the time of his death. In the management of this bank he took especial pride, 
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3 0  HISTOKY OF ATLANTA. 

and through all the years of his connection with it no financial institution in 
the South enjoyed more fully the confidence of the business public. Through 
all the financial revulsions which occurred after the war, its standing was never 
shaken. 

He also established, in connection with William H. Inman, a cotton corn- 
mission house, in New York, under the name and style of Austell & Inman, 
that subsequently expanded into the well-known firm of Inman, Swann & 
Company, the largest cotton dealers in the world. 

Railroad building was another enterprise in which successfully were di- 
rected the energies of this active business man. H e  was conllected with the  
construction of numerous railroads as a heavy stockholder, but was especially 
prominent in the building of the Air Line road connecting At1 lnta and Char- 
lotte. North Carolina, and the Spartanburg and Ashville roads. Having, 
when a young man, left the valley of East Tennessee, crossed the Alleghany 
Mountains to Spartanburg, and thence removed to the section of Georgia in 
which Atlanta is now situated, he was desirous of seeing constructed a railroad 
from this city to Spartanburg, and thence to East Tennessee, so that he migh't 
travel back to his birthplace in a railway passenger car, following, in reversed 
order, the same general route that he then pursued. This was a favorite and 
cherished scheme of his mind. This desire and plan were almost realized be- 
fore the close of his life, and has since become an accomplished fact. In aid- 
ing and forwarding these plans, General Austell was earnest and persistent, 
and thus became an invaluable factor as a promoter of the commercial interest 
of the entire State, and particularly of Atlanta. 

As a business man, General Austell was noted for his sound, practical 
judgment, prudence, sagacity and diligence. Connected with these qualities 
were the traits of justice, integrity and absolute fidelity to every obligation. 
He was kindly in disposition, but reserved in manner. His ways were gentle 
and winning, while he was a man of remarkable decision and firmness of char- 
acter. Few men, in a quiet and practical way, took greater interest in the welfare 
and advancement of young men, and it is no exaggeration to say, that to no 
single individual, who has ever lived in Atlanta, are more men indebted for 
their start in life, than to General Austell. His devotion to his friends was 
loyal and steadfast. A friend once said to him : " General, I have heard you 
were unerring in your actual business transactions, and seldom incur a loss, ex- 
cept when your friendship is involved." " That is true," he replied ; " but I 
prefer the feeling without the money, than the money without the feeling." 
This was typical of the innate kindness of the man. H e  never made any pa- 
rade of giving, and bestowed his charities in an unostentatious way. He pos- 
sessed a warm, affectionate nature, was a pleasant, genial companion, fond of 
the society of his friends, lively and entertaining in his conversation, and was 
described in a journal, at the time of his death, as a " man of many lovable 
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traits, strong in his attachments to friends, without vindictiveness towards those 
with whom he may have had differences. He was self-sacrificing in his love 
for, and devotions to, his family, providing them always with every luxury 
their tastes desired." 

But it was as a business man that General Austell was best known. His 
achievements as such place hini among the ablest financiers Georgia has ever 
had. He had wonderful executive ability and the power to forecast business 
events. By his admirable judgment and sagacity he accumulated one of the 
largest private fortunes in the State, but by purely legitimate business gener- 
alship. He held the leadership in financial matters in Atlanta, through all the 
ups and downs of latter-day finance, by the mere force of superior and well- 
recognized ability. He was implicitly trusted, and he never disappointed or 
lost the confidence of any man with whom he had business relationship. The 
thousand and one temptations that beset men of fortune and capacity had no 
power to even tempt the rugged honesty of his character. He was scrupu- 
lously honest in all things, and connected with many of Atlanta's most import- 
ant enterprises he came out of each with a record above criticism or reproach. 

He had no taste for political life, and beyond discharging the duties every 
private citizen owes to the public, he took no part in political affairs. He was 
for a time a member of the board of education, elected by the common council 
to manage the system of public free schools in the city of Atlanta at  an im- 
portant period in the history of popular education. His name was often men- 
tioned in connection with politics, and he was at  one time prominently pro- 
posed as a candidate for governor of Georgia, but he never figured in the po- 
litical arena by asking for an election to any civil office. His military title was 
acquired as commander of militia. 

He was ever a friend to churches, and from the time of settling in Atlanta 
a regular attendant at the First Presbyterian Church, but it was not until the 
latter end of his life that he made a public profession of religion and became a 
member of the church named. He contributed largely to the building of the 
present church edifice of this denomination, and assisted the various schemes 
of benevolence connected therewith, as well as being generous to the Third 
Presbyterian Church, the Bible Society, Theological Seminary and the build- 
'ing of a colordd Presbyterian Church. He also aided in building churches in 
other parts of the coumtry, .troth in Georgia and Alabama, as well as in Ten- 
nesee. 

General Austell was in the very prime of his usefulness when the summons 
of death came. .He died at his home in Atlanta, December 7, 188 I,  and al- 
though he had been in poor health for several months, his death was not ex- 
pected, and only the day preceding his fatal stroke of paralysis, had been at his 
place of business. B e  died with the armour of life upon him, his weapons of 
daily warfare in his .hahds, his k e  set 'in the direction of victory. In the 

Courtesy of gAd
(2005) - All Rights Reserved 
http://www.gagenweb.org
359/11>  



3 2 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

death of General AusteI1, Atlanta lost an active, public spirited, high minded 
citizen, a man of strict integrity, and whose word or personal honor could not 
be questioned. Numerous testimonials, both public and private, show that his 
worth was appreciated. The Atlanta Covzstitzition expressed the general feel- 
ing of the community when it said: 

" In the death of General Austell, Atlanta loses one of its best known and 
most prominent citizens. General Austell has, for years, been a financial leader 
in  Georgia, and dies as one of the wealthiest men in the State. His career was 
an eminently successful one, illustrating the strong record of self-made men, 
only possible in America. Wise, prudent and sagacious he carried the enter- 
prises, of which he was the head, through storm and sunshine, amassing for- 
tunes for those who were connected with him, and standing as a bulwark of 
Atlanta's finances. Better than all this, General Austell dies in the fullness 
of integrity, without a blot on his name, leaving his children the legacy of an 
honest and stainless name." 

The Atlanta Saltday Gazette paid his memory the following: " General 
Alfred Austell died a t  his residence on Marietta street, in this city, at  5 4 5  P. M. 

on December 7th, in his sixty-eighth year, of paralysis. For several months 
he had been in feeble health, and there was but little hope of his restoration, 
but none of his friends were prepared for the fearful shock of his sudden death. 
In a few minutes, without pain or previous warning. his spirit took flight. To 
the youth of the country his example is worthy in the highest degree of imita- 
tion. His life has been a busy one. Starting a poor boy in Campbell county, 
he fias struggled hard, and by force of energy and intellect, accumulated a for- 
tune second to but few in the State of Georgia, and yet leaves behind him what 
is better than all, the inheritance of a spotless name. 

"True to his friends, true to his family, true to honor and every obligation 
that rested upon him, he turned his face heavenward as life's twilight gathered 
around him, and laying aside the implements of earthly labor, retired to his 
eternal rest. He was so modest and retiring that few, even of his friends, had 
any idea of the extent of his benevolence. How many struggling fellow-men 
he has lifted over rough and rugged places in life's pathway, no one will ever 
know. 

" As founder and president of the Atlanta Bank, one of the first, not only in 
regard to organization, but also .for unquestioned financial standing and fair 
dealing in all the land; as the possessor of princely fortune, a s  a father, a friend 
a Christian and as a citizen he came up to the full measure of his duty, and 
died as he had lived, an honest man, the noblest work of God." 

General Austell took especial pride in the*management of the affairs of the 
Atlanta National Bank, of which he was .so long the honored president, giving 
to it all the ability, experienced labor and strength of which he was possessed. 
His acquaintance, his personal popularity, his good judgment, were all freely 
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laid at  its service, and no man could have been more loyal to a delegated trust 
than was he to the position he had agreed to fill. That his work was appre- 
,ciated and understood by his official associates is amply shown in the tribute 
paid by the directors of the bank on the occasion of his death. Among other 
things of like character, they said : "In the death of General Austell the State 
of Georgia and the South loses one of its ablest finat~ciers, and one largly in- 
terested in the development of his native section. I n  all the relations of public 
and private life, as the head of a family, as a bank president, as a public-spir- 
ited citizen, and as an humble member of the church of his choice, General 
Austell brought into action those traits of character, honesty, tidelity, loyalty 
to friends, and regards for the rights and happiness of others, which were so 
successful in winning to himself the hearts of those about him, and in building 
up so many lasting friendships, which death alone could sever." 

The above tribute from those who knew him best, express but feebly the 
strong hold General Austell had upon the admiration and affections of the peo- 
ple of this community, among wham he had so long resided, and with whom he 
had been so intimately associated. His character and success in life was in every 
sense unusual and remarkable, and worthy of imitation. Loved, trusted and 
honored, he left his earthly accounts all canceled, every obligation filled to the 
letter of the law, he passed to the presence of the Great Accountant, and leaves . behind him the gracious memory of a wholesome, symmetrical Christian char- 
acter. 

General Austell was married in 1853 to Miss Francina Cameron, who still 
survives her husband, and resides in Atlanta. They had six children, four of 
whom are still living. The eldest, William W. Austell, who as co-executor 
has the management of his father's estate, was the organizer and president 
of the first refrigerator car company ever formed in the South. The remaining 
children are, Janie, wife of James Swann, member of the firm of Inman, Swann 
& Co., of New York, and president of the Atlanta National Bank; Leila, wife 
of A. E. Thornton ; and Alfred Austell. 

B OYD, WILI.IAM WALLACE, a son of William Wade and Harriet ' 

(Brem) Boyd, was born in Spartanburg, South Carolina, August 17, 
1843. His father was a merchant tailor, and in 1850 moved with his family to 
Marietta, Ga., where for many years, in addition to an ordinary business he 
owned the military store, and furnished all the uniforms, etc., worn by the ca- 
dets a t  the Georgia Military Institute. At this military school the subject of 
this sketch was educated, and at the breaking out of the war, he, for a short 
time, accompanied his father, who was colonel of the Nineteenth Georgia Regi- 
ment. I n  1863 he enlisted in Company B, Sixty-fourth Georgia, but was soon 
after appointed quartermaster-sergeant, and assigned as acting quartermaster 
and commissary of the regiment. The first service of the regiment was in Flor- 
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ida, but after the battle of Ocean Pond it was ordered to Virginia, and took a: 
prominent part in all the memorable battles of the Virginia campaign, to the 
siege of Petersburg. Mr. Boyd was captured at High Bridge, Prince Edward 
county, Va., April 7, 1865, and after the surrender of Lee was paroled at 
Farmville, Va. 

After the war Mr. Boyd located at Thomasville, Ga., speculated there for a 
while, and then went to Charlotte, N. C., and secured a position as a book- 
keeper with Brem, Brown & Co., and to learn the mercantile business. At  
the end of a year he removed to Atlanta, Ga., where his parents then resided, 
and here engaged in various speculations. In 1868 he removed to Mobile, 
Ala., where, for six years, he served as bookkeeper. He returned to Atlanta 
and engaged in trading, following a general speculative career, marked with 
shrewd business foresight, which resulted in success. In  1880 he purchased a 
half interest in the machinery works of E. Van Winkle, which has since been 
continued under the firm name of E. Van Winkle & Co. Since his connection 
with this enterprise Mr. Boyd has devoted his whole time and attention to its 
promotion, and has been particularly identified with its financial management. 
The growth of the business and the high financial standing of the firm, have 
been due to the watchful care and management of both partners. Mr. Van 
Winkle devotes himself almost exclusively to the supervision of the mechanical 
department, for which by practical experience, inventive genius, and education 
he is so admirably adapted, while the office details fall upon Mr. Boyd. This 
combination of trained capacity, with the perfect harmonious relationship which 
have ever existed between the partners, have resulted in putting this manufac-. 
turing establishment among the most successful in the South. 

Mr. Boyd was married in March, 1868, to Jeanie E. Sadler, of Charlotte, N. 
C. They have had nine children, seven of whom are living-three boys and 
four girls. 

By residence and business interest Mr. Boyd has become thoroughly iden- 
tified with Atlanta. He has helped to bring about the era of prosperity the city 
now enjoys, and is relied upon to promote every public enterprise which may 
be conducive to the city's material growth. He has no inclination toward pub- 
lic position, and although often solicited to become a candidate for official sta- 
tion, he has steadily declined such honors. His reputation as a careful, hon- 
orable and conservative business man is well established, and no citizen enjoys 
more fully the confidence and respect of Atlanta's business community. A man 
of the most exemplary habits, he leads a consistent Christian life, and for sev- 
eral years has been a member of the First Presbyterian Church. Few men are 
more domestic in their tastes, or more thoroughly attached to their homes. 
He finds his chief enjoyment within the family circle, where after the business 
hours of the day he is always to be found. During the last few years he has 
applied himself very closely to his business, and his application has met sub- 
stantial and well merited reward. 
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C OKEK, FRANCIS MARION, banker of Atlanta, Ga., was born in Elbert 
county, Ga., and is a son of John and Nancy (Bellinger) Coker. His pa- 

ternal grandparents were of Welsh and Holland descent, while on his mother's 
side he represents Scotch ancestry. When he was fifteen months old his pa- 
rents moved to Coweta county, Ga., where they lived about four years, when 
they again moved to Upson county, Ga., about five miles south of Barnesville. 
Here young Coker passed his earlier boyhood, and his first distinct recollec- 
tions pertain to this locality. Here he began and carried on his studies a t  
school, principally under the instruction of an old English gentleman, David 
G. Pugh, who proved to be his great benefactor, and from whom, first and last, 
he received the most of his education ; most of it gratuitously, and often in- 
.eluding both board and clothing. He looks back to this old friend and pre- 
ceptor with due love and gratitude, as the best friend he ever had, and con- 
siders he owes more to him than to any one else, except his own wife, for what 
success he has attained in life. While residing in Upson county, when not a t  
school, young Coker labored on the farm. 

In the winter of 1842-3 his parents moved again to Plains of Dura, Sumter 
.county, Ga., arriving there on the first day of January, 1843, and carrying the 
effects of the family in an ox-cart, his father having suffered reverses in thc 
financial crash of I 837, and being subsequently reduced by borrowing money, 
upon which he was compelled to pay twenty per cent. But they left their 
old home with no unpaid debts behind them; took no homestead, and his 
mother had no more than his father. At Plains of Dura he labored on the 
farm, and went to school alternately, as necessity required or opportunity 
offered. 

On the 10th day of April, 1846, he bade adieu to his father's home, and 
went to work in a new field, going to Americus, Ga., and beginning his busi- 
ness career as a clerk in the store of White & King, then the largest merchants 
in the place. His duties covered the entire range of business : he slept in the 
store, swept out in the morning, sold goods during the day, and kept the 
books at  night. His wages for the remainder of his first year were ten dollars 
a month and board, and for the next three years he received $150 a year and 
board. His wages, until he was twenty-one years old, went to the credit of 
his father's account. As business grew better he obtained better wages. On 
the first day of October, 1854, he began keeping books for McBain & King 

, (the latter his first employer), in the first warehouse ever established in Amer- 
icus. The Southwestern Railroad had just reached the town. 

On the I 7th day of May, I 85 5, he was married to Miss Sallie A. R. John- 
son, daughter of Dr. Green Johnson, of Putnam county, Ga. At that time he 
was receiving a salary of one thousand dollars a year, without board, and con- 
sidered himself abundantly able to support a wife. 

On the first day of October, 1857, he began banking as agent for the 
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Bank of Savannah, at Americus, and soon thereafter had his first experience 
with a financial panic-that of 1857-in which all, or most of the banks 
North, as well as South, suspended specie payment ; eschange on New York, 
for quite a time, selling as high as three per cent., or thirty dollars per thou- 
sand premium. He continued banking in this positiou until the war between 
the States was in full progress. In the winter of 1861 he resigned the agency 
of the Bank of Savannah, closed up his business affairs as best he could, and 
prepared to enter the Confederate service. On the ad day of April, 1862, he 
left Americus for the army in Virginia, entering the Confederate service as 
senior first lieutenant of Cotnpany B, of the Sumter Artillery, Colonel A. S. 
Cutt's battalion. He was subsequently made adjutant of Colonel Cutt's Artil- 
lery division, in which capacity he served til! the close of the war, being a t  
Appomattox when Lee surrendered. His command, however, not being sur- 
rounded, did not surrender, but fleeing to the mountains managed to escape. 
With a squad of his own command he made his way to Lincolnton, N. C., the 
understood rendezvous for Lee's army, but finding that place in the hands of 
the Federals, continued on to Augusta, Ga., where they received orders to go 
home and await developments. He arrived at  home on the 5th day of May, 
1865, having evaded capture on the route. Finding the war at an end and his 
family in want, he soon supplied them, and spent the summer in repairing hi: 
home and making a crop. In the latter part of August, 1865, as the business 
season approached, he re-entered his old banking office and put forth his sign 
as " Banker and Broker," but without a dollar in money. Up to the time he  
entered the Confederate service, he  had accumulated about fifty thousand dol- 
lars, which he left in first-class condition, but the most of which he found, on 
his return, either gone in worthless notes, or in Confederate money. During 
the next seven years he worked as few men ever work-very often sixteen and 
even eighteen hours a day; and during that time fully illustrated the correct- 
ness of the words of the renowned phrenologist, Prof 0. S. Fowler, in closing 
an examination of his head: "You are able to do the work of two or three 
men. You are perfectly honest, and have extraordinary business ability. You 
should be known in your community for force of character, perfect reliability, 
i n  upright and conscientious discharge of your duties, energy, persistence, self- 
reliance, independence of spirit, the ability to work your own way, find your 
own channels for business, and then for filling your place, whatever it may be, 
manfully and well." 

In the fall of 1870 he established the first bank in Southwest Georgia-the 
Bank of Americus-which is still flourishing, and the leading financial institu- 
tion in that part of the State. He was elected its first president, which posi- 
tion he held, and only resigned after his removal from the State, in 1872, up to 
which time he had accumulated about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
not by speculation, but in legitimate business and by hard work. Such a re- 
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sult shows the boundless business sagacity of the man, his wonderful resources 
and energy. The terrible and unremitting labor and confinement of those 
years Ilaving broken his health, and brought on a very unpleasant affection of 
the eyes, and his wife and children being frail, he resolved to seek a new field 
and a climate lle hoped would restore them all to robust health. 

111 July, 1872, he left Americus with his family, and settled in St. Paul, 
Minn., resolved, under the solicitation of old friends then living there. to try 
that climate. The remainder of the summer and fall he busied himself in trad- 
ing and preparing to establish a new business, as well as trying to recuperate 
his health. Ry midwinter he had obtained a charter and established a national 
bank with two hundred thousand dollars capital, and was ready to begin busi- 
ness whet1 the great January storm of 1873 fell upon that region, freezing sev- 
eral hundred people to death, in tile State, and fully convincing him that the. 
climate of St. Paul was not one in which he would like to make a permanent 
home, especially in the winter time. Coming to this conclusion he a t  once 
transferred his banking interests, left his other matters, and returned to  Geor- 
gia, arriving in Atlanta with his family in February, I 873. 

I le  at once set about establishing a new business, and obtaining a bank 
charter that suited him ; he organized the Bank of the State of Georgia, open- 
ing and beginning business on the 1st day of April, 1873. H e  was made its 
president in the organization, which position he has held continuously ever- 
since. With what rare ability and business sagacity he has managed this insti- 
tution, the people of Atlanta and of his State are fully aware, and bear most 
willing testimony to his efficiency. 

During the more than thirty years of his banking experience he has passed 
through many periods of great financial depression, " panics," stringency, and 
rough places, but has grown continually stronger from the beginning. The- 
reverses he experienced from the war came near destroying all his pre-war 
earnings, and, of course, was a heavy misfortune, but he was soon on 'his feet 
again and moved forward. 

As  a business man,  few men are better posted and equipped than Mr. 
Co!:er. His progress has been of logical growth ; every advance has prepared 
the learner for the step beyond. Starting a poor boy (he has plowed many a 
day barefooted), without nioney or influential friends, studying bookkeeping 
while at school, and learning as he passed through grades, changes and avoca- 
tions, he became familiar with every phase of business and was always ready 
to fill any place, or for anything that chance offered. While clerking he served 
two or three years as clerk of the Superior Court of his county in place of the 
incumbent who was disabled. He has been a great reader as well as a hard 
worker, en~ploying his spare time in that way. A t  school he was able to get 
only a substantial English education, but it was a thorough one. What h e  
knows of languages, outside of his own, 11e learned after he left school. Al- 
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though he has had so little spare time, his reading has been of a wide range. 
In  early life he studied both law and medicine, but never practiced either save 
in his own affairs, but knows that he has derived vast benefits from both. He 
is well versed in history, English literature, theology, the sciences, law. medi- 
cine, phrenology (of which he is very fond), physiology, and, in fact, allnost 
every subject in the ordinary range of knowledge. He is very fond of music 
and poetry, and can repeat from memory, by the page, productions of the 
greatest of American and English poets. 

In matters of religion Mr. Coker is hardly orthodox. He was raised in the 
Methodist faith, but repudiates the doctrine of endless punishment. He be- 
lieves that the Great Power that created all will take care of all. To him the 
idea of an Infinite Creator inflicting vengeance and eternal torment on his own 
creatures, for any cause whatsoever-they having no power or knowledge 
save what he gave them in their creation, is simply horrible. While holding 
these views, he has been from boyhood a constant attendant a t  church. His 
parents were Methodists ; his wife and children are Methodists, and he has 
always attended the Methodist Church with his wife. He never tries to lead 
athers to adopt his views, being content to let each and all think and worship 
as they like. 

I n  politics Mr. Coker has always been a Democrat, though he has a hatred 
-and contempt for politics and political methods-without much regard for 
politicians. One glow of honest patriotism, one thrill of genuine independence 
with peace and love at home are to him of more value than all the I' fame and 
gloryJ' ever won by fraud, trickery, hypocrisy and purchased votes. H e  has 
never held or asked for a civil office of any kind, except when quite young he 
served for six years as judge of the Inferior Court of his county, (Sumter) 
which office was bestowed upon him by the people without his solicitation. 
H e  cares nothing for parade or display, dislikes publicity and has the utmost 
.aversion to anything which partakes of ostentation. He loves his wife,'chil- 
dren, home and friends. His earthly paradise is home. He is exceedingly 
hospitable and is never happier than when he has friends in his house. He 
has had three children : Mattie H., wife of Judge W. W. Turner, of La Grange, 
Ga. ; F. M. Coker, jr., cashier of the Bank of the State of Georgia, and India 
F., wife of George T. Hodgson, of Athens, Ga. 

The following pen picture of Mr. Coker was written by a friend, who, by 
intimate and close association for more than thirty years, has had a perfect op- 
portunity to know and judge of his character: '' Looking back over the years 
that have intervened since our acquaintance began, early in 1854, and which 
soon ripened into friendship and esteem, I find that my estimate of his charac- 
ter then and now is the same. He had then won for himself position both in 
business and social circles. In the first by his close attention to his duties, in 
;the latter by hi's quick intelligence and gentlemanly demeanor, and I may add, 
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his love for literature and music. The same year, 1854, I made the acquaint- 
ance of his father's family, then living at the Plains of Dura, nine miles west of 
Americus. His father was then on the shady side of fifty, a man far above 
the average of farmers of that day in intelligence and love of books, spending 
his time in reading when not looking after his farm, and giving nothing more 
than an ' otiose assent' in the pursuit of the ' almighty dollar,' the curse of so 
many of that day, as well as of this. His mother, then past middle life, was 
still vigorous and active, looking well to her household, frugal and full of 
energy, who no doubt contributed largely to the competency that they had 
laid up for a rainy day. He inherited his father's love for literature and the 
beautiful as well as mental endowments. He inherited his mother's energy 
and frugality ; a sound mind in a sound body, integrity, sobriety, and undom- 
itable perseverance. His idiosyncrasy consisted largely in his self-reliance, 
self-sufficiency for any and all emergencies or viscissitudes of life. In business 
he was ever on the alert, sagacious and quick to perceive the strong points, a t  
the same time cautious to an eminent degree ; circumspect in all his dealings 
with his fellow men, giving them all he promised and exacting the same in 
return. His life so far is the well rounded life of a manly man." 

From boyhood Mr. Coker's study has been to make the most of himself 
and how to get the most pleasure and good out of life, honestly and innocently. 
To do this he has studied the laws of life, and how best to preserve and econ- 
omize his strength and health. He has tried to make business a pleasure, so 
while working hard he might be happy. That his life, though one of struggle 
and hard work, has been a happy one is evidenced by his desire to  go back 
and live it over again, and then to repeat that process indefinitely. Those 
who have been dependent upon him, and the many who have received his aid 
outside of his own household, as well as in it, all unite in declaring him to be 
a most devoted, affectionate and indulgent husband and father, and a true and 
faithful friend. His father died the year in which Mr. Coker was married,. 
(185 5 )  and his mother some twenty years later. They both sleep in the cem- 
etery at Americus, Ga., and over the grave of each Mr. Coker has erected 
handsome monuments. 

To the patience, fortitude, love, devotion and faith of his wife, that never 
faltered, as well as her untiring energy and attention to his interests he accords 
more credit than to all else besides. A noble, lovely woman, with rare intel- 
lectual endowments, culture and refinement, as well as sincere piety and con- 
scientious convictions. Marrying her only a few months after her graduation 
from Madison Female College, they have climbed the hill together, and being 
rarely ever separated except during " the war," she has been to him, in fact as- 
well as name, a helpmeet and companion. He could have paid her no higher 
compliment than when he said, " We have trod the same path for moie than 
thirty years, and I never knew her to neglect a duty of any kind. If she has. 
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a fault as wife or mother I could hardly point it out ; and if I could now change 
her in any way, it would simply be to give her more physical strength and 
vigor." 

G OODWIN, JOHN BENJAMIN, was horn in Cobb county, Ga., near Ma- 
rietta, September 22, 1850, and is a son of Williamson H. and Lucinda 

(Page) Goodwin. His father was born in DeKalb county, Ga , near Peachtree 
Creek, and his mother in North Carolina, both of whom were consistent and 
exemplary Christians, and known and respected for their moral worth and high 
character. His father was among the most influential men of Cobb county from 
early manhood throughout his life, and was at the time of his death, Decetn- 
ber 4, 1884, a member of the board of county comtnissioners, elected by vote 
of the people, and in which service he had been for scveral years. He died in 
Marietta, Ga., and his remains rest in Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta. His wife is 
still living. and resides with her son, the subject of this sketch. He was a farmer 
by  accupation, and moved with his family a short distance north of Powder 
Springs, when his son, John Benjamin, was only an infant, and there, on a good 
plantation, with comfortable surroundings, young Goodwill grew up to youth, 
doing farm work and attending school. By diligent study at home, and by 
attending the schools at  Powder Springs and at Powder Springs camp ground, 
taught respectively by Profs. Ward, White, Carpenter and Dunton he acquired 
a thorough English education. 

In 1868, 1869, and until August, 1870, Mr. Goodwin was a clerk in a gen- 
eral merchandise store in Powder Springs. In August, 1870, on attaining 
young manhood he removed to Atlanta, and in the following January entered 
the  law bffice of Gartrell & Stephens as a law student. By diligent applica- 
tion to his studies and a natural partiality for the legal profession, he was well 
equipped for examination on the convening of the DeKalb Superior Court in 
September, I 87 I ,  then presided over by Hon. John L. Hopkins as judge. He 
was carefully and fully examined in open court by a committee consisting of 
distinguished members of the bar, in the presence of a large audience, and was 
admitted to the bar with the compliments of the judge and committee on his 
thoroughness and preparation. He at once opened an office in Atlanta, and 
entered upon the practice of law, which he pursued until the autumn of 1872, 
when he accepted work as a reporter on the Dai& Herald, under the control 
of  Alex. St. Clair Abrams. He continued with the paper in the sarr~e capacity 
when Henry W. Grady and R. A. Alston became connected with Mr. Abrarns 
in its management, and was with it in those exciting days of Atlanta journal- 
ism when competition and rivalry between the daily papers became so great 
that  each for awhile resorted to the experiment of delivering their issues along 
the  lines of some of the railroads by special engines chartered for that purpose. 
Mr. Goodwin went out on the first locomotive used by the Herald on the Cen- 
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tral Railroad, the same paper having previously run one over the Atlanta and 
West Point Railroad. As a reporter, Mr. Goodwin was thorough and pains- 
taking in his work, and by one of his employers was given the name of the 
" old reliable." He  remained with the Htrald during the greater part of the  
proprietorship of the gentlemen above named, but believing the law offered a 
more congenial and better reward for hard labor than journalism, he, early io  
1874, resumed the practice of his profession, to which he hgs ever since adhered, 
and to which he has become devoted. 

In October, I 873, while with the Herald and when but twenty-three years 
of age, and after a residence of only three years in Atlanta, he was, at the close 
of an exciting contest nominated in the Democratic primaries as one of the can- 
didates for councilmen for the first ward, and in the election held in December 
following, was elected to serve one year. In the fall of 1874 he was re-nomi- 
nated by a largely increased majority as a candidate for the long term of two. 
years, and was again elected and served during 1875 and I 876. In the city elec, 
tion of December, 1878, Mr. Goodwin was elected to  serve as alderman for a 
tern1 of three years (I  879, I 880 and 188 I). He had against him as competing 
candidate for this office, D, A. Beatie, M. E. Maher and L. C. Jones, all of whom, 
were strong and popular men, and all of whom have since been elected coun- 
cilmen of the city, but so enthusiastic was Mr. Goodwin's support that he re- 
ceived almost as many votes as all of his opponents combined. 

While serving as alderman Mr. Goodwin, at  a meeting of the mayor and 
general council, held April 7, 1879, introduced a resolution, which was adopted, 
providing for the appointment by the mayor of a committee composed of' 
members of the general council and a number of citixens to  prepare a bill 
amending the charter of the city so as to provide for the funding of the float- 
ing debt of the city, amounting to $385,000, and on which a much higher ra te  
of interest was being paid than bonds could be issued for. H e  was appointed 
a member of the committee with a number of others, Ex-Governor Joseph E. 
Brown being the chairman of the joint committee. A t  a meeting of the mayor 
and general council held May 29, 1879, a bill was reported from this commit- 
tee carrying out the objects indicated, and its passage recornn~ended to the 
general assembly of the State. A t  a session of the latter body next following, 
the charter was amended as provided by the bill, and bonds covering the 
amount of the floating debt of the city were soon atter issued. The act amend- 
ing the charter was approved August 22, 1879. 

No financial measure ever met more cordial approval, or conferred greater 
benefit to the city than this act, and having originated the measure and partici- 
pated in the deliberations of the committe which matured and reported it, and 
having in all other respects conserved the best interests of the city, Mr. Good- 
win's friend's, toward the close of his term as alderman in 188 I ,  strongly advo- 
cated his selection for mayor. He accordingly became a candidate for tha t  

6' 
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42 HISTORY OF ATLANTA. 

position, and in December, 1882, was elected over two popular competitors by 
a large majority. He served for two years (1883 and 1884)) and his term was 
characterized by a care and attention to the city's interest that received the 
cordial approval of his constituents. The affairs of the city were safely and pru- 
dently managed, and under his administration the most extensive permanent 
street, sidewalk and sewerage improvement ever before undertaken was inau- 
gurated. 

In the fall of 1880, at the urgent request of friends, he permitted the use of 
his name as a candidate before the senatorial convention of the thirty-fifth dis- 
trict for nomination as senator, but the other counties of the district outside of 
Fulton had chosen their delegates before it was known that his name would be 
presented, and they were instructed by virtue of rotation by counties in the 
selection of candidate against Fulton. Under such circumstances Mr. Good- 
win's popularity was such, that he received the support of one-half of the dele- 
gates throughout three days of balloting. But for the sake of party harmony 
and having no ambition for senatorial service, he withdrew his name in favor 
of a friend, Mr. Will J. Winn, of Cobb county, who was nominated and elected. 

In the following July after the expiration of his term as mayor, Mr. Good- 
win was elected to the responsible office of city attorney, and in July, I 887, was . 

re-elected without opposition to the same position to serve until July, 1889. 
I n  this position he has probably made more reputation than in any other he 
has held. The city government and the citizens generally have uniformly com- 
mended his work in this important department. As illustrating the well-known 
fact that he never allows political differences, or fair and honest opposition to 
engender ill-feeling on his part, it may be remarked that when elected city at- 
torney, he appointed for his assistant one of his competing opponents, Mr. 
John P. Pendleton, whoni he has since retained in this position. 

Mr. Goodwin was married September 20, 1877, to Miss Emma McAfee, 
daughter of W. W. McAfee, the well known contractor and builder of Atlanta. 
They have two children, both boys, aged respectively five and ten years. 

Mr. Goodwin has long been one of the leading and among the best informed 
Odd Fellows of the country. He became a member of this great order in the 
spring of 1873, or about eighteen months after attaining his majority, and has 
been an active member ever since. He has for a number of terms presided over 
the subordinate lodge to which he belongs, and has also presided over the en- 
campment of the same order. At the session of the grand lodge of the State 
held in Athens in I 875, he became a member of this body, and has attended 
every annual session since. At  the session of the grand lodge held in Macon in 
August, 1878, he was elected deputy grand-master, and the following year he 
was elected grand-master. In 1880, on the expiration of his service as grand- 
master, he was elected one of the two representatives from the grand lodge of 
Georgia to the sovereign grand lodge of the order, and has been repeatedly 
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elected thcreto, and is now a member of that high judicial and legislative body,. 
and has attended its sessions held in Toronto, Canada, Cincinnati, h l t i m o r c ~  
Providence, Minneapolis, Boston and Denver. He is also an assistant judge- 
advocate-general with the rank of colonel, on the staff of Hon. John C. Under- 
wood, of Kentucky, lieutenant-general of the Patriarchs Militant or military 
branch of Odd Fellowship. 

Mr. Goodwin is a strong believer in the good accomplished by fraternal and 
benevolent societies in promoting tolerance, the cause of morality and good fel- 
lowship, and in relieving and ministering to human suffering, and not only be- 
longs to all the various branches of Odd Fellowship, but is also a member ofr 
the Knights of Pythias, Royal Arcanun~ and Improved Order of Red Men. 

He is a member of the Atlanta Bar Association and chairman of the execu- 
tive committee by election of his brethren of the legal fraternity. 

of the 

,NT, COLONEL JOHN T. The family of Grant, from which the subject 
this sketch was descended, is of Scotch origin. The direct progenitor 
family in America emigrated froni Scotland in the early part of the  

eighteenth century, and settled in the county of Hanover, Va. Here his son, 
Daniel Grant, the great-grandfather of John T. Grant, was born in 1716. 
Daniel Grant was a man of considerable literary culture, and for his day as a 
business man achieved marked success. He was noted for his piety and deep 
religious nature, and early in life became an elder in the Presbyterian Church 
in eastern Virginia, of which Samuel Davies was pastor. About the middle of 
the preceding century he removed to Granville county. N. C. Here he re- 
mained during the Revolutionary War. After the close of hostilities, he re- 
moved with his family to Wilkes county, Ga. Soon after his removal to Geor- 
gia Mr. Grant became converted to the Methodist faith and built the first 
church of this denomination erected in the State of Georgia. At his home 
the first Methodist Conference in the State was held, and no man of his day 
did more to extend the influence of Methodism. A letter written by him, 
December g, 1779, to Miss Mary Cosby, the mother of Bishop James 0. 
Andrews, upon the subject of this lady's joining the " Methodist Society," is 
published in Smith's life of Bishop Andrews He was instrumental in build- 
ing the first school-house in his section, and proved a n  ever warm friend of 
education. He had decided views against the right of holding slaves, and in 
his will, on record in Wilkes county, left instruction for their emancipation, 
This was done in the year of his death, 1796, by a special act of the Legisla- 
ture, and in Mawbury and Crawford's digest the act is published. He was a 
man of strong character and advanced ideas ; had received more than a fair 
education, and became a natural leader in the communities in which he re- 
sided. 

. Daniel Grant had but m e  son, Thomas, born May 31, 1757. He saved 
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a s  an officer in the Revolutionary War. His fervent piety and active religious 
%work is frequently mentioned in Smith's '' History of Early Methodism in 
#Georgia," and in the " Life of Bishop Andrews." H e  was in early life a land 
.surveyor, and later a merchant in Washington, Wilkes county, Ga., and was 
eminently successful, although his father having emancipated his slaves left 
him but a small inheritance. He has left a journal describing a trip from 
Wilkes county to New York City, on horseback, to buy a stock of goods, and 
relates his surprise at seeing in that city a Methodist Church that cost $IO.OOO. 

Daniel Grant, the son of Tilomas Grant, and the father of thc subject of 
rthis sketch, was born in Wilkes county, Ga., March g, 1782. On June 20, 

,1810, he married Lucy Crutchfield, daughter of John Crutchfield, who is also 
n~entioned in Smith's history of Methodism in Georgia, and who was, with 
Thomas Grant, otle of the executors of the will emancipating the slaves. He 
afterwards settled in Greene county, Ga., and there opened and improved a 
plantation, and had a country store near his home called Grantville. About 
3820 he removed to Athens, Ga., to which place he was attract-d by the ad- 
vantages it offered for the education of his children, and built there a tasteful 
house, which is still in good repair, near the present Episcopal Church. He 
was a prosperous planter, and the influence of his rigid honesty and sturdy 
traits of character was a strong factor in molding the useful and honorable 
lives of his children. While residing in Greene county, his son, John T. Grant, 
was born on December 13, 18 I 3. The educational training of the latter was 
received at home and in the Grammar School at Athens, until lris preparation 
for a collegiate course, when he entered the University of Georgia, from which 
institution he graduated in the class of 1833. After graduating young Grant 
;began business life on his father's plantation, but remained only one year, 
when he turned his attention to railroad construction, then in its infancy. In 
this field of work he directed all his energies with an intelligence and persist- 
ence that could not fail to bring substantial success. H e  was a large contractor 
a n  most of the railroads built in Georgia before the war ; also in Alabama, 
Tennessee. Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. At  the time of his death he, 
with Colonel L. P. Grant, of this city, and the estate of his brother, James L. 
Grant, still owned sixty thousand acres of land in Texas, which they had re- 
ceived for the construction of the first twenty miles of the  souther^^ Pacific 
road, now a portion of the Texas Pacific. 

During the wdr Colonel Grant suffered the reverses of fortune which came 
t o  every material interest of the South. Not only was his business ruined, 
but nearly'all the \prop-.rty his years of toil and industry had acquired had 
been swept away. His residences at Athens and Walton had been saved, but 
beyond them he had but little to commence anew the work of retrieving his 
fallen fortune. He had in his possession the day of his death more than $100,- 

ooo of Confederate money, most of which had been paid him but a few days 
before the surrender of General Lee. 
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Soon after the termination of the war he removed to Atlanta and resided 
with his son, while he improved the beautiful place on Peachtree street, a t  
which he died. Meanwhile, from almost the day of the downfall of the Con- 
federacy, Colonel Grant was employed in repairing some of the wrecked rail- 
ways of Georgia. With no current funds but with an untarnished credit he 
had no trouble in procuring labor or supplies. Later he was a large contractor 
.on the Macon and Augusta, Macon and Brunswick, Rrunswick and Albany, 
,Georgia Air Line, Georgia Pacific and Northeastern railroads, and soon re- 
gained the fortune he had lost. 

Colonel Grant's career as a business man was crowned with rare success, 
achieved by fair and honorable methods. He ever held his honor sacred, and 
every obligation he assumed was faithfully carried out. No trust was ever 
slighted, and no duty or business laid upon him was ever evaded. He pos- 
sessed a remarkably clear and well poised judgment, and was seldom in error 
upon any business project he had carefully investigated. H e  was broad and 
clear in his inteliectual grasp, quick in decision, and wise and just in adminis- 
tration. Through every movement of his business and private life there shone 
a rigid and unflinching integrity which never yielded to any stress of circum- 
stances, and was never misled by any plausible consideration of policy. The 
allurements of political life had no charms for him, and beyond the discharge 
of the duty every private citizen owes to public affairs, he took but little part 
in politics. With the exception of representing Walton county in the State 
Senate in 1856, we believe he never held a public office. His title of colonel 
was bestowed upon him on account of his having served as an aide on the staff 
of Governor Howell Cobb. The home of Colonel Grant was three times changed, 
for, in addition to the house he built in Athens and sold to  the late Senator 
Benjamin H. Hill, and his late elegant mansion on Peachtree street, now occu- 
pied by his wife, and which is regarded as one of the most desirable residence 
properties in Atlanta he built a beautiful country home in Walton county. 

For some months preceding his death Colonel Grant had been feeble in 
health, the result of old age and a long and active life. On January 18, 1887, 
a t  the evening meal he was stricken with paralysis, was assisted to his bed, and 
there, with his harid in the hand of his only son, fell asleep, peacefully and 
tranquilly, never again to awake on earth. The loss of this well-known citizen 
called forth genuine and heartfelt sorrow. No one has become more deeply 
entwined in the affections of the people among whom he had so long resided, 
and whose true nobility of character commanded the respect of all. He was 

.extremely modest and retiring in disposition, and this was shown in his busi- 
ness, in social intercourse, and above all in his Christian character. H e  dis- 
liked parade, and was quiet and unostentatious in every way. Thoroughly 
admifed by all w h ~  came in contact with him, he was intimate with few. Prob- 
.ably the warmest friend of his whole life was his brother-in law, the late Chief 
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Jastlce Jackson. The two were near and dear to each other, and the elatives 
and friends of the one were also united to the ather by common ties. The 
death- of J.udge Jackson-preceded that of Colonel- Grant only a 'few days, and 
the loss of his friend seemed to weigh very :heavily upon him and broke him 
down with grid, the first time he had been known to be so cornplctely over- 
m e .  It seemed a strange fatality that their lives should end so near together. 
United in early life by the bond of near relationship, they continued to the 
last, living, working, and almost dying hand in hand. Colonel Grant had a 
sympathetic nature, and his pity was easily excited and never appealed to with- 
out generous response. But the extent of his benefactions, scattered with lav- 
ish hand among his fellows for more than half a century, will never be known, 
because they were bestowed without publicity, and in many cases without the 
knowledge of his family or most intimate friends. He shrank from all parade 
of giving in his deeds of charity, and it was only by accident when his acts of 
kindness were brought to light. When death closed the earthly career of Col- 
onel John T. Grant, the words of eulogy that fell from many lips, and the warm 
tribute of praise to his admirable qualities of mind and heart in the public 
press of Atlantd attested in a measure the place . h i s  quiet. and unobtrusive 
man held in the estimation of those who had known him longest and best. 
The Atlanta Constitutwle paid the following editorial tribute to his worth : 

" A great man once stood by the side of a little coffin. Over the coffin, in 
which a boy with waxen and weary face lay sleeping, the preacher said : 'The 
heart that is stilled h e r e  forever never held an ignoble passion ; the life ended 
there never wronged a human being.' The great man said : ' I  would give all 
the honors and wealth I have won to have that said truthfully of me when I 
am dead.' 

" If this was excellent to be said over the coffin of a child, how much more 
excellent when it can be said at the grave of an old man. How rare that from 
the struggles and temptations of a long life a man emerges so fresh and un- 
spotted as to suggest, much less to justify, such praise. Of Colonel John T. 
Grant, whose death Georgia mourns to-day, these words can be spoken in full 
and perfect truth. In his life the ideal business man was typified. Broad, 
liberal, comprehensive, sagacious, of rich integrity and unswerving honesty, 
he justified the axiom : 'His word is as good as his bond.' Easily mastering 
the details of his great business, he had leisure and inclination for the gentler 
and more elegant phases of life, and no better type than he of the old-fashioned 
Southern gentleman could be found. His hand was as open as his heart, and 
the day of his death-indeed o n  the very day of his dea th - i t  was given to 
thoughtful and generous charity. In this, as in much else, his memory is pre- 
cious and his example inspiring, in teaching the lesson that fortune may be- 
fmnd through better paths than those of sordidness and selfishness, and (that 
wealth, properly won and held, will expand and enrich a noble heart, men as. 
it hardens and contracts an ignoble one. 
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" He lived a long life, in which good deeds were sown with unstinting hand 
and far-reaching arm. He died as the tired and weary man falls asleep. The 
end came to him in no storm or convulsion ; but gently as a leaf parted from 
the bough in an- autumnal breeze floats adown the waiting silences of the for- 
est, his life, parting from the world, passed into the vast unknown, which men 
call Death. 'Earth is better for his having lived-heaven will be brighter 
because of his coming.' " 

Some idea of the personal characteristics, native strength and genuine man- 
hood of Colonel Grant can be gained from the above, and yet no pen picture 
can present the man as he was, and call him back in the full proportions held 
in the memories of those who knew him best. He leaves behind him a record 
without a blot, an example which the dust of the whirring years cannot hide, 
an influence whose choice magnetism will still pervade the society in which he 
msved, and the memory of those virtues which made his character so admira- 
ble and rendered his life so symmetrical and wholesome and worthy. As a 
man he was true in all the relations of life; as a husband, fulfilling to the utmost 
the duties which that relation imposed ; as a father, kind and indulgent; as a 
friend he was steadfast in attachment, and generous to a fault; as a citizen he 
was law abiding in sentiment and conduct, patriotic in motive, and a helper 
and well wisher of every good work having for its object the elevation and 
improvement of his fellow citizens. 

Standing under the light of a life and character like this, and viewing the 
ground in which they had germ, and the influences under which they grew, 
one cannot but feel that the best types of manhood are created and developed 
on this American soil, and that what one has done worthily another may do 
as well. Viewed thus, the work of Colonel Grant is not yet done, but out of 
the past his memory arises in grand proportions and stands as an example and 
incentive to the youth of the generations that are to come. 

Colonel Grant's domestic life was ideal in its congeniality and mutual love. 
He was married on December 13, 1834, to Miss Martha Cobb Jackson, the 
daughter of William H. Jackson and Mildred Cobb, and granddaughter of 
Governor James Jackson. The marriage took place in Athens, at the home of 
Mrs. Grant's uncle, John A. Cobb, and the father of Generals Howell and T. 
R. R. Cobb. To Colonel Grant and wife but one child was born, Captain W. 
D. Grant, who was intimately associated with his father in business for many 
years, and whose biography appears elsewhere in this volume. Mrs. Grant 
still survives her husband and resides at the beautiful home on Peachtree street, 
which Colonel Grant, during his last years, had delighted to beautify and 
adorn. 

G RANT; WILLIAM DANIEL, the only surviving child of John Thomas 
Grant and Martha Cobb Jackson, was born a t  Athens, Ga., on the 16th 

day of August, 1837, in the house of his paternal grandfather, Daniel Grant. 
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When Mr. Grant was about seven years of age his father settled in Walton 
county, Ga., one mile from Monroe, on the road to Social Circle. Mr. Grant 
attended school at Monroe until he was fifteen years of age, and at that time 
entered the freshman class a t  the University of Georgia, at Athens. After 
leaving college he studied law under his uncle, the late Chief Justice James 
Jackson, and was admitted to the bar, but did not practice. Before he was 
twenty years of age he took charge of his father's plantation in Walton county, 
which he managed with marked success for four years. He was the first per- 
son who used commercial fertilizers in Walton county, raising a bale of cotton 
to the acre on entire fields of very thin soil. He was unanimously elected 
captain of the first cavalry company sent from Walton county, and served in 
the Confederate army until discharged on account of ill health. Later during 
the war he was superintendent of- the construction of the fortifications around 
Atlanta, under the direction of Colonel L. P. Grant, of the engineer corps. 
Soon after the war Mr. Grant settled in Atlanta a t  the place where he now 
lives, and became associated with his father in building railroads and other 
public works, and was actively engaged in that business until the year 1885. 
In the meantime he was a large and successful planter, raising for several years 
fifteen hundred bales of cotton per annum, and at the same time raising his 
own plantation supplies. H e  has improved a large amount of real estate in a 

Atlanta, and is a t  this time said to be the largest city taxpayer. 
Mr. Grant was married June 13, 1866, to Miss Sallie Fannie Reid, the 

daughter and only child of William Reid and Martha Wingfield, of Troup 
county, Ga. They have two surviving children : John IV. Grant, aged twenty, 
at present teller of the Bank of the State of Georgia, in Atlanta, and Sallie 
Fannie Grant, now at school in New York City. Mr. Grant retired frotn active 
business during the year 1884, and since then has devoted his attention to  the 
improvement and management of his property, the education of his children 
and the pleasures of his family. He has a voluminous and well selected 
library, and spends much of his time with his favorite authors. 

G OODE, SAMUEL WATKINS. Perhaps the most elaborate family his- 
tory ever published in this country is that now being prepared respect- 

ing the Goodes, by Professor G. Brown Goode, of the Smithsonian Institute, 
Washington. He has made this work a labor of love, and for many years has, 
as a pastime, been collecting matter for this family book. He traces the an- 
cestry of the Goodes back to  the fourteenth century in the west of England. 
The spelling of the name was first G-o- d-e, and " Richard Gode,". is the first 
ancestor now known. Following his descendants down from generation t o  
generation, the second, third and fourth generations were each represented by 
"William Gode "; the fifth, by Richard; the sixth, by Walter Gode; the seventh, 
by William Goode, who married Joan Whitstone, of Whitstone, in Cornwall, 
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England. Richard Goode, of " Whitley," represents the eighth generation, 
and it is his name in which the spelling is G-o-o-d-e for the first time. He 
married Isabel Penkevil, of an ancient Cornish family, descended from William 
the Conqueror, and the Saxon and Scotch kings of England. The ninth gen- 
.eration was represented by Richard Goode, who married Joan Downe, of Dev- 
onshire, England, in  A. D. I 580. The tenth generation was also represented 
by a person of the same name, Richard Goode, and the eleventh, by John 
Goode, a Royalist soldier, who married Martha Mackarness, of the island of 
Barbadoes, in the West Indies, and who came to Virginia about A. D. 1660, 
.and settled on the James River, about four miles below Richmond. His was 
the first house built there, and it was called " Whitby," in memory of the old 
English home. He was the friend and neighbor of " Bacon, the Rebel," and 
was with him in his earlier campaigns. 

Samuel Goode is heard of the first time in the family record in the twelfth 
generation. He seems to have been born about A. D. 1660, on the island of 
Barbadoes, and came with his father, John Goode, to Virginia, where he mar- 
ried Miss Martha Jones, the daughter of Samuel Jones, a Welsh colonist of 
Virginia, near Richmond, in Henrico county, and died some time after A. D. 

1734. He left a son, Samuel Goode (the thirteenth generation), born in Hen- 
rico coun*, Va. (1690 to 1700), who married a Miss Burwell, and who died 
1760 to 1780. He left surviving him his second son, Mackarness Goode, born 
from I 735 to 1740, and who died between A. D. 1780 and r 810, and of the , 

fourteenth generation. In the fifteenth generation comes Samuel Goode, son 
of Mackarness, who was born from I 7 10 to 1740, who probably married a Miss 
Watkins, and who died about A. n. I 760 to 1796. 

The full name, "Satnuel Watkins Goode," first appears in the family record 
in the sixteenth generation, and he was the grandfather of the present Samuel 
Watkins Goode, of Atlanta, the subject of this biography. He was born in 
Mecklenburg county, Va., in 1780, and died in Montgomery, Ala., in 185 I .  

He married Miss Eliza Hamilton, of Athens, Ga., by whom he had born six 
sons and daughters, one of whom, Samuel Watkins Goode, was the father of the 
gentleman of whom we now write. Thus it will be seen that Samuel Watkins 
Goode, of Atlanta, Ga., has the same name as his father and grandfather. His 
grandfather removed, when quite a lad, to Edgefield district, South Carolina, 
where he was educated. He settled 1790-95, in Washington, Wilkes county, 
Ga., and engaged in the practice of law. Here he married and brought up his 
elder sons, and was at one time the wealthiest man and heaviest taxpayer in 
the State, owning extensive plantations, and serving as judge of the Superior 
Court. He was a man of fine culture and elegant manners, upright and de- 
vout, and noted for his charities and good works. The father of our subject 
was born and reared in Washington, Wilkes county, Ga. He graduated at the 
State University in Athens ; was thoroughly prepared at the best schools qf 

5* 
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the time for the medical profession ; practiced successfully the allopathic sys- 
tem, until duringthe last ten years of his life, which he devoted with enthusi- 
asm to homeopathy. and was rewarded with a lucrative practice. He was a 
gentleman of refined manners, of studious habits, and broad culture, and he was. 
an exemplar of the high moral principles he taught his children, of whom there 
were three sons and five daughters. His wife, the mother of these, Miss Mar- 
tha Elizabeth Kirpatrick, was in many respects a remarkable woman. Both 
of her parents died before I 85 8. In I 860 her husband, Dr: Samuel W. Goode, 
also died. Not one of her eight children was then grown or married, and one 
was unborn. The "war between the States " came on. She had the respon- 
sibility of managing about one hundred slaves on a large plantation in Stewart 
county, Ga., and of maintaining and ed'ucating her children. Bravely and suc- 
cessfully she met her duties. She had rare intelligence, unbounded energy, 
and great practical judgment. Her faith in God was unwavering, her life a 
beautiful example and a powerful iufluence for good upon her household and 
community; and here it was that her son, Samuel Watkins Goode, about whom 
we write, imbibed those lessons of frankness, courtesy and uprightness which 
so strongly characterize him. He  was born in Stewart county, Ga., and not 
quite thirteen years old when his father died. Up to that time he had attended 
the best schools and had the benefit of his father's instructions a t  home - a 
father ambitious that his son should be thoroughly educated and generally cul- 
tivated both in manners and books, and a father very competent to instruct by 
precept as well as example. Hence it was that his progress in his books was 
thorough and rapid. But the father's death, followed quickly by the M ar, seri- 
ously interrupted this training. Teachers went to the war. schools suspended, 
and confusion and anxiety prevailed. One year was spent in school at Wav- 
erly Hall, in Harris county, Ga., with Mr. Ira Foster as teacher, and a few 
months at  the Georgia Military Institute, at  Marietta, just before the armies 
came along there; and this was about all the time Mr. Goode gave, during the 
war, to academic studies. He left Marietta with the cadets, under Colonel F. W. 
Capers, went with him to West Point, to Milledgeville, and then to the trenches 
around Atlanta. He  was the first of all the Georgia cadets to be wounded, be- 
ing shot through the left shoulder by a minnie ball in the trenches near the 
present boulevard in Atlanta. This wound unfitted him for further field ser- 
vice, and, after being a t  home some weeks, he was assigned to duty in the en- 
gineering supply department with Major Nathaniel Green (afterwards president 
of the Lebanon Law School of Tennessee), a t  Macon, Ga., where he remained 
until the surrender. This was in the spring of 1865. He now went to his 
home in Stewart county, Ga., and took the management of the lgrge farm of his- 
mother for that year. Arrangements for 1866 were made so that the farm 
could be looked after by an overseer, and, anxious to continue his studies, h e  
accepted an offer from the principal of a very large school to teach as assistant. 
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In Brundidge, Pike county, Ala. He was now just eighteen years old, and as  
there were many advanced classes among the seventy-five pupils, it was argeed 
that he should have special charge of Greek and Latin and the higher mathe? 
matics. He succeeded admirably, and at the end of the year was offered the 
.place as principal, his friend retiring. This position he declined, and in 1867 
accepted an offer of $1,200 to teach seven pupils, four boys and three girls, itl 
Bibb county, Ga., and it was in this private select school, with so much time 
to devote to each recitation, that he made a reputation which, coupled with a 
wonderful facility for illustration of the subject of the lessons, and for impart- 
ing information, and with fine disciplinary powers, enabled him to make about 
ten thousand dollars in the five years he taught. His vacations he spent in 
traveling, mainly in the Middle and New England States and Canada, and in 
these five years he continued his studies far beyond the usual curriculum of our 
colleges. The first money he made was applied to the obligations incurred by 
his mother during the trying years of the war for the maintenance and school- 
ing of his younger brother and sisters, and for the plantation expenses; and dur- 
ing all of the five years of his work in the school-room he contributed largely 
to the board and education of his brother and sisters. In the winter of 1870 
he quit a certain income of $2,500 a year, as teacher of a select school, to enter 
upon the study of law. Introduced by Hon. Alexander H. Stephens to friends 
in the North, in January, 1871, Mr. Goode became a law student at the Al- 
bany, New York Law School, now part of Union College, and out of a class of 
seventy-five, representing most of the universities and various colleges from 
Maine to California, he was the only Southerner. Notwithstanding this fact, 
and the existence of the strong sectional prejudices of that time between the 
North and the South, his standing and deportment were such that in the only 
popular election held by the class for any place-he was elected "speaker of the 
House," as it was then constituted to represent the lower House of our na- 
tional Congress. to train the students in parliamentary law. He graduated in 
1871, taking his degree of Bachelor of Laws, and on motion of Hon. Ira Har- 
ris, Roscoe Conkling's predecessor in the United States Senate, was admitted 
to practice in all the State courts of New York, and in the United States courts. 
In January, 1872, he opened an office in Savannah, Ga., and was admitted tq 
both the State and Federal courts of this State. In November, 1872, he re- 
moved to Eufaula, Ala., to live. There he made friends rapidly and did a large 
practice, being employed on one side or the other of the most important cases. 
He and Hon. Sterling B. Toney, then residing at, Eufaula, became associated as 
law partners under the firm name of Goode & Toney, and they soon became 
noted for their ability and success. Mr Toney removed to Kentucky in 1876, 
where .he is now judge of the Law and Equity court at L~uisville, and is recog- 
nized as one of the best lawyers and judges in,-that State, Mr. Goode re- 
mained, in Eufaula practicing his profession with marked success until 1881. 
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While there he identified himself thoroughly with the community in various 
ways. For instance, he taught an infant class in Sunday-school for years, in- 
creasing the number of pupils from nine to more than one hundred. He estab- 
lished a public library in Eufaula, and was for sevetal years its president. The 
editor of a local paper in ieferrihg to this in ;tiT9, said : *' It will be  cheerfully 
conceded that to Mr. Samuel W. Goode Eufaula is indebted for a library that 
cities of larger pretension would be pleased to number among their institutions, 
and we, in common with all who are informed on the subject, accord to him 
all honor for the conception that led to the formation of -the society, and for 
the zeal and energy that has kept it alive and prosperous in the face of ob- 
stacles and difficulties which, to most men, would have been insurmountable." 

Although Mr. Goode had pursued the foundation studies in a law school, 
undisturbed by the details of office practice, thus acquiring a general but com- 
manding view of the whole body of the law, his professional idea ranged out- 
ward and upward into the region of general studies and even polite literature. 
But fearing that he might be ranked as a literary'lawyer-a lawyer who, aiming 
to practice in the courts, thinks more of his literature than of his law; less of his 
musket than his uniform-during the first four years after his admission to the 
bar he applied himself to the study of law with severely exclusive zeal. 
Hence, it was not until the summer of 1876 that he accepted any of the nu- 
merous invitations given him to deliver literary addresses. This ytar he made 
the address at the commencement exercises of Union Female College in Eu- 
faula. This at once established his reputation as a gentleman of rare literary 
attainments. The board of trustees of the college tendered him a vote of  
thanks for the address, and they united with many of the leading citizens in 
requesting a copy for publication. Of this address the Eufaula papers con- 
tained the following notice: '' His address was the index of an uncommonly 
superior intellect. It was full of wisdom. It  sparkled with humor. I t  was. 
delicately spiced with valuable satire. It towered occasionally to  the heights- 
of eloquence. Some of its figures glittered with real splendor-the splendor 
of gold, the flash of the diamond. To be the author of such a speech at such 
gn age, is to be a man that the world will hear of hereafter." From this time 
forward, invitations to make addresses poured in upon him .from various. 
sources; but he was wise enough to decline most of them, and it was not un- 
til the summer of I 879 that he again consented to delivkr a purely literary ad- 
dress, and this time in Columbus, Ga. In commenting on this address the Co- 
lumbus Dai& Times said : " The entire ddress  was a mqsterpiece of thogght 
and beautiful diction, and fully sustained the reputatioi of its author, wha 
ranks high in his native State, both at the bar and in the literary world. All 
had been led to expect of Mr. Goode something unusually good in the way of 
an' address, add in common with every one who heard him, we can safely say 
thai none were disappointed." The Enquif-er-Sutl thug wrote : " The manner 
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of Mr. Goode was happy and fascinating throughout the delivery of his ora- 
tion. He spoke without manuscript, and to the entire delight of all his hear- 
ers. His speech was one of the best literary addresses ever delivered in Co- 
lumbus. '"Ah eveiigTeeh %as bken added to thkr bright wreath which already 
crowns the brow of the distinguished orator." 

Dr. Paul De Lacy Baker, brother of the brilliant orator, Generel Alpheus 
Baker, and one of the most distinguished physicians of Alabama, noted for his- 
general scholarship and literary attainments as well as for his scientific skill, in 
summing up the characteristics of Mr. Goode, as they presented themselves to 
him, in a later address by Mr. Goode, in Eufaula, said: '* Mr. Goode's intel- 
lectual organization is remarkable ; he is, indted, a sort of mental wonder ; a. 
more rapidly conceiving mind than his rarely exists. The electrical genera- 
tion of thought seems almost beyond the control of his volition, and there re- 
sults such a torrent-like outpouring of ideas as would overtax a less copious 
vocabulary, and overwhelm an utterance of less sustained rapidity and power. 
Independent of this lightning like generation of original thought, he is pos- 
sessed of a mental storehouse, so to speak, wonderfully capacious, wherein a 
most studious-industry has accumulated a vastetore of knowledge.  this men- 
tal pabulum has been so digested and appropriated as to render it ever and in- 
stantly available, through the swift agency of a quick and comprehensive ap- 
preciation, and an ever alert memory of truly miraculous activity and power." 

Mr. Goode's partner, Mr. Toney, had studied law at the University of Vir- 
ginia, and as both were enthusiastic students, they carefully reviewed together 
the whole course on the common and statute law as presented by Professor 
John B. Minor, in his institutes, and in 1877, after Mr. Toney had located in 
Louisville, Ky., they met by agreement, at the University of Virginia, and 
there took the full summer course of lectures. Thus Mr. Goode, in his office 
and at the law schools, made himself familiar with the course of study pre- 
scribed at both Albany, N. y., and at  the University of Virginia. The former, 
he insists, is the best place to acquire a comprehensive knowledge of commer- 
cial law, and the latter, he thinks, gives rare advantages for the study of real 
estate law. Mr. Goode always relied vastly on the pen. With this he aims 
to correct any vagueness of thought or impression, and in mastering a book,. 
in preparing his arguments, in collecting his evidence, he always uses the pen. 
He studied the origin of the various provisions of the statute law, believing . 

that a knowledge of the particular phase of national or political history out of 
which these provisions grew,. would &row. viyj4,Jight on tlag. constrq:~~Sin 6f 
any mooted meaning. The study of rhetoric he deemed very important, and 
he gave much attention to it in detail and application of style and arrange- 
ment, and in its essence and origin. He also believes in the practice of eloeu- 
tion. While attending law lectures in New York, he took lessons in elocution 
from Professor Charles H. Anfhony; who established the Albany Clahical In- 
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dstitute, who was an intimate friend of James E. Murdoch, the celebrated elo- 
.cutionist, and who, himself, had acquired an enviable reputation as a teacher of 
elocution. These lessons Mr. Goode has constantly remembered, and in his 
library are to be found copies of the writings and speeches of Burke, Erskine, 
Choate, Cicero, Demosthenes, Euripides, and many others, marked from be- 
ginning to end, where passages of eloquence or style pleased him. Edmund 
Burke and Rufus Choate-are great favorites with him, and he reads their works 
continually. He studies the text books and law reports closely, and his code 
.is carefully annotated. We have already said enough to show that few law- 
yers come to the bar with more thorough training and more careful prepara- 
-tion than Mr. ~ o o d e ,  and he is still a close student. In his cases and his 
speeches he trusts to no inspiration of the moment. Everything that can be 
prepared, is prepared, and his success at  the bar was as much the result of his 
long and careful training, and of days and nights of toil, as of his naturally 
.quick perception and fine memory. 

Mr. Goode believes that the most universally acknowledged reprobate has 
.a right to a defense ; that he has a right to the benefit of the laws of the land, 
.and a right to be defended according to the laws, and unless he can be put in 
jeopardy, in strict accordance with the principles of evidence and of law, he 
ought not to be jeopardized or harmed, no matter what his seeming guilt may 
be ; that a lawyer ought not to think anything about, or know anything about, 
whether his client is right or not;  he only ought to think what can Cegiti- 
matedy--legally be said for him-what, according to the accepted principles of 
our law, is the legal defense. He believes that Lord Brougham was right in 
his view of the identification of the counsel with his clients' interest ; and this 
view he thinks will permit him to be true to the court as well as to the client, 
a s  his attorney's oath requires. He insists that his cases should be fought 
hard, but fought fairly; that lawyers should ever be true and fair to opposite 
counsel ; that they should never take advantage of a doubtful character ; that 
they should concede t~ adversaries nothing that they ought not to concede, 
but concede everything up to that time. He believes that people outside of 
.our tribunals, and even spectators, should not be able to dictate the course 
which a lawyer ought to pursue; but that when popular excitement is high 
.against individuals who hqve incurred popular odium, the lawyer should defend 
those who cannot defend themselves, be the advocate of those who are hunted 
by popular clamor, stand by those whom all others desert, breast the fury of 

-the people, stem the popular current, and insist upon a full, fair and impartial 
investigation before, the viqtim is sacrificed. 

Mr. Goode spent part. of the summer of 1881 a t  Saratoga Springs, and 
while there he determined to remove from Eufaula to Atlanta, and on the first 
*day of Septembq, he carried this purpose into effect. He and his friend, Sam- 
uel T. Barnett, now prcsiden; of a national bank a t  Birmingham, Ala., early in 
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September, 1881, purchased the real estate business of Mr. Jod Hurt, i t  
being Mr. Goode's intention to now devote himself to real estate law as a 
specialty. In October of that year the great cotton exposition was opened here, 
and Atlanta was filled with strangers and visitors from all parts of the coun- 
try. Real estate suddenly advanced in price, and the demand for it was un- 
precedented for months and years after the exposition. To familiarize himself 
with the real estate business, to become acquainted with the people, to locate 
the properties placed with him for sale, and to meet the increasing demands 
upon his time in this new line of activity, required a vast expenditure of labor, 
and necessarily left him less opportunity to devote to his professional duties. 
However, he appeared in various cases before the Supreme Court for attorneys 
in different parts of the State, and received many fees as counselor. He ob- 
tained the charter for the Home 13uilding and Loan Association, and was i t s  
attorney for more than a year, but resigned the place because of his rapidly 
increasing real estate business. From that time up to a few months ago, he 
has steadily declined to take any cases which required him to appear in the 
courts and be long absent from his office. But recently, he and Clifford L, 
Anderson, Esq., son of the attorney-general of the State, have formed a law 
partnership under the style of Goode & Anderson; and Mr. Goode is thus 
again in the active practice of the law in all the State and Federal courts. 

No stranger ever came to Atlanta and so thoroughly and so successfully 
identified himself with his business in so short a time as Mr. Goode. His re- 
markable memory enabled him to remember names and faces, and his acquaint- 
anct: with the people increased with wonderful rapidity. &For  the same reasons 
he soon grdsped the topography of the city and its surroundings, and as he 
then gave personal attention to all details he carried in his mind the locality 
and description of the increased amount of property placed on his sale and rent 
lists. Persons calling at  his office for information about any given piece o f  
property in his charge, were promptly answered from memory and without ref- 
erence to his books as to dimensions, location, price, terms, etc., as if he had 
been studying specially that particular property that very day. This gave him 
a vast advantage and impressed his customers with the idea, and it was a cor- 
rect one, that he was complete master of his business. Added to this was his 
wonderful energy, his scrupulous care in promptly keeping a11 his engagements, 
his fair dealing and candor, his meeting all his obligations, and a most remark- 
able facility for advertising attractively and judiciously the property in his 
charge. Thus every year has recorded his success and witnessed an increas- 
ing business and a stronger hold upon the public confidence, until now no man 
is regarded his superior in the management of real estate. Through. his agency 
very many people and many thousands of dollars have been added to the city. 
He has continually advertised Atlanta at  home and abroad ; and, perhaps, no. 
single individual has ever prepzfed and distributed, far and wide, so many cir- 
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culars and pamphlets, and as much statistical information about Atlanta and 
the State of Georgia as Mr. Goode. Newspaper editors, the postmaster, and 
private individuals, constantly refer to him letters of inquiry about Atlanta and 
the State, that full and correct information may be furnished, and all these in- 
quiries are particularly and specially answered by Mr. Goode. Hence it is 
that his correspondence throughout the United States and Canada is very large, 
and he is constantly in communication with strangers and investors who write 
and call on him from all parts of the country. No higher tribute could be paid 
to his integrity and business capacity than is shown by the vast interests in- 
trusted to his management-such, for instance, as the sale of the Atlanta Cot- 
ton Factory, of the Citizens' Bank property, of the various churches. of the 
former Constitution Building, of the Markham House, and of many of the most 
valuable properties in and near Atlanta. And the most significant fact in all 
this is, that coming here a stranger to people, to the methods of business, to 
the city and property, he should, in so short a time, so impress himself upon 
the community in the midst of the sharpest competition with old citizens, long 
experienced in the real estate business. as to control so large a patronage. 
This demonstrates the force of the man. 

Mr. Goode is of medium height, has a well-proportioned form, small hands 
and feet, and nervous bilious temperament, the temperament for hard work as 
well as brilliant work. His chest is wide and full. He is capable of vast 
fatigue and endurance. From his frequent sick headaches, and from the look 
of his fatigued face, many suppose him physically a feeble man. But he is far 
from feeble-he is simply overworked. He recreates his brain only by change 
of labors. His mind is constantly at work. Talking to the stream of people 
who pour into his office continually, superintending the many details of his 
agency, keeping up a very large correspondence, studying the legal questions 
submitted in various cases, the evening finds him jaded, but it also finds him 
at home engaged with a diversified detail of intellectual toil. He loves his 
books and they recreate him. Deep lines of thought mark his face ; the prom- 
inent eyebrows, the thin lips, the broad but delicate chin, the high, wide fore- 
head, and the dark radiance beaming from his eyes, make him a striking face 
in any crowd, and indicate the deep thinker. 

In personal appearance Mr. Goode is said to bear a striking resemblance 
to Jay Gould. In 1884 the Atlanta correspondent of the Macon Telegraph 
and Messelzger said of him : " Mr. Goode is a handsome gentleman, very neat 
and pleasant of appearance, and gives an impression of Jay Gould, the great 
financier." Several years ago, at the New York Hotel, a stranger introduced 
himself to Mr. Goode and made his striking resemblance to Jay Gould the 
apology for the introduction. In the Atlanta Constitution, Sunday, April 29, 
1888, the letter of the New York correspondent contained the following: 

"Looks Like Jay Gould.-I heard ag interesting conversation in a broker's 

Courtesy of gAd
(2005) - All Rights Reserved 
http://www.gagenweb.org
649/11>  



office this morning. A man who had just returned from a Southern trip said : 
' I  saw Jay Gould's very image in Atlanta.' 'The mischief! was he a Shylock ? '  
'No ; a real estate agent, named Sam. \V. Goode, and a wonderfully bright and 
clever gentleman I found him. Rut if you saw him entering that door you 
would swear it was our Jay.' " 

In his manners and personal address Mr. Goode is refined, cordial and 
graceful. In his dress scrupulously neat, and while displaying good taste, he 
avoids the extremes of fashion. He is little inclined to conviviality, and one 
never sees in him the superficial good fellowship of the table which good wine 
generates. He is a lover of good living, and he likes the good talk at dinners 
where intellect is present. He is devoted to his friends, highly enjoys the 
society of good women, and is particularly fond of music. His theory of suc- 
cess is work. H e  rises early, but frequently midnight comes before he quits 
his study for the bed. When he can, he shuts himself up in the inner room of 
his office. He seems to prefer to be alone there. But he is always genial in the 
interims of business, and the other gentlemen in his office enjoy his mirthful and 
curious comments when an odd person comes in or some peculiar thing is said. 
He reads the daily newspapers thoroughly. He has a good deal of taste for 
the drama, takes a refined delight in hearing good operas, and enjoys the irre- 
sistible fun of a good comedy. He keenly appreciates a fine speech, has heard 
many of the most distinguished orators of America, and is familiar with the 
style and famous speeches of most of the great orators, ancient and modern. 
In Atlanta he interests himself in and aids in sustaining many public enter- 
prises. He is a member of the First M. E. Church, of the Y. M. C. A., of the 
Capital City Club, of the Driving Club and of the Young Men's Library. H e  
is fond of children, and readily wins their confidence. His home life is pleas 
ant, and there his friends ever receive a most cordial welcome. He is fond of 
horses and enjoys horseback riding. Sporting with gun and dog he delights 
in, but his business cares give him no opportunity to indulge this taste. H e  
makes acquaintances readily, and so thoroughly does he understand human 
nature, that he causes the humblest and most illiterate person to feel as free to 
talk with him as the most cultivated or distinguished. His uniform politeness 
wins him friends, and gives him a strong business patronage from the ladies. 
The first time he went North was during his summer vacation in 1869. A t  his 
hotel in New York he met a Mr. Hoadley, a wealthy gentleman and member 
of the Stock Exchange. Mr. Goode was in the city several weeks, and Mr. 
Hoadley became so much interested in him, that he gave him the etttre'e into 
various clubs and libraries, and afforded him every facility for seeing and en- 
joying, for the first time, the great metropolis. When Mr. Goode left the city 
for the purpose of extending his trip into Canada, Mr. Hoadley presented 
him with the beautiful topaz scarf pin which he has worn constantly up to  
the present time, about twenty years, as a souvenir of his New York friend. 

8* 
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This incident is mentioned to show how he wins friends. Atlanta has wel- 
comed many strangers to her midst; she has many citizens working for her 
growth and development; but she has no man who is daily contributing more 
to her prosperity by influencing immigration and capital, and by judiciously 
advertising her resources and advantages than Samuel W. Goode. 

H AMMOND, WILLIAM ROBINSON, a lawyer of Atlanta, was born at 
Heard county, Ga., October 25, 1848, and is a son of Dennis F. and Ad- 

eline E. (Robinson) Hanimond. His father, for many years one of the leading 
lawyers of Atlanta, was mayor of the city in 1871, and for seven years was 
judge of the Tallapoosa circuit. H e  is now living in Orlando, Orange county, 
Fla., and engaged in the practice of his profession. He is no less known and 
respected for a high order of professional attainments, than for the purity and 
integrity of his personal character. His son, the subject of this sketch, received 
his earlier education a t  Newnan and Atlanta, Ga. In 1867 he entered the 
State University of Georgia, from which institution he graduated in 1869 with 
the first honors in a class of forty-eight, receiving for proficiency in his studies 
the highest mark attained up to that time by any student since the opening of . 

the university. 
After graduation he began the study of law in his father's office, and was 

admitted to the bar in 1870. He immediately entered upon the practice of his 
profession in partnership with his father under the firm name of D. F. & W. R. 
Hammond. This relationship continued until 1881, and from that date until 
his election to the Superior Court bench in 1882 for the unexpired term of 
Judge Hillyer, he remained alone. So satisfactory was his discharge of the 
duties of his judicial position that in the fall of 1883 he was elected for a full 
term practically without opposition. After a few months further service on 
the bench, he was convinced that personal interest demanded tile resumption 
(of the active duties of his profession. He accordingly resigned his judicial 
(office, and in partnership with Hon. John I. Hall, of Griffin, Ga., under the firm 
name of Hall & Hammond entered upon a general legal practice. His career 
since, as before his election to the bench, has been marked by a high degree 
of success. He lias been connected with some of the most important litigation 
tvhich lias occurred in this part of the State, and in every case has acquitted 
llimself admirably. He has been a hard workcr in his profession, and in the 
thoroughness with which he prepares his cases, and i n  the elaborate investiga- 
tion of every possible point liable to have a bearing ~ipon the question at issue, 
are chiefly to be found the elements of his success. I-Ie is not a brilliant 
speaker, nor is he an orator, except as clearness of thought, concise perspicuity 
of expression and intense earnestness make the orator. In argument he is 
forcible and impressive, having more weight in the court, where wit anti rheto- 
ric are held in lcast esteem. He is judicial in the order of his thought and 
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mental st] tlcture, and is well fitted for judicial functions. His patient, pains- 
taking industry, his capacity for labor, his power of incisive analysis, his large 
knowledge of the principles and the precedents of the law, are conspictious in 
all the fie1 Is of litigation, but appear to best advantage in the sphere of a judge. 
He is large and robust, tall and commanding in person, and possesses a cer- 
tain digni~y of manner that imparts itself to the question he has under cansid- 
eration, that magnifies its importance. He is deliberate in thought, speech 
and movement, never excitable or impuIsive. His reading has taken a wide 
range outside of law. but his taste is utilitarian rather than zesthetic. 

In no one could there be more of harmony between mental and moral forces 
than in Judge Hammond. His private life is above approach. In all the ele- 
ments that constitute the worthy citizen he excels. He  is a man of strong 
convictions, of great sincerity and high sense of duty. He  follows his convic- 
tion regardless of personal consequences, but always leaves the impression 
upon the community and upon his friends that he is sincere, honest and up- 
right, and that he can be relied upon under all circumstances. No man has 
ever doubted the integrity of Judge Hammond. What he says is believed; 
what he does is never questioned. There is a very strong religious sentiment 
in his character. He  shows it in his conversation, and more than all else, he 
exhibits it in his life. He is a member of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and since I 870 has been a steward. But while he is unbending in his religious 
faith he is nothing of the Pharisee and none of the Puritan. In his modes of 
thought and life he is eminently practical, but abounding in domestic affec- 
tion, and loyal to the core as regards principles and friends. Such in brief are 
the prominent characteristics of Judge Hammond, who, in a comparatively few 
years of professional life, has attained as prominent a position as a lawyer that 
promises so much in the years to come, and whose career as a man and citizen 
command the respect and esteem of all. 

He was married in 1870 to Lollie Rawson, daughter of E. E. Rawson, one 
of Atlanta's oldest and most respected citizens. Judge Hammond has had little 
taste for the uncertainties and unsatisfactory results of political life, and while 
he takes a keen interest in the management of public affairs the allurements of 
official station have not been sufficient to entice him from his legal pursuits. 
He was elected a member of the board of education of Atlanta in I 888, and 
is also a trustee of Wesleyan Female College, the oldest female college in the 
world. 

H EMPHILL, HON. WILLIAM A. The subject of this sketch was born in 
Athens, Ga., on the 5th of May, I 842. 

Athens is an educational center, and among its institutions of learning is 
the State university. Young Hemphill enjoyed the best school advantages, 
and when he reached the proper age he was sent to the university, from which 
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he graduated in 1561. Although a mere boy, only nineteen, Mr. Hemphill 
immediately volunteered in a Confederate regiment, and joined Lee's army in 
Virginia. The youthful soldier served through the war, and made a fine unili- 
tary record. He is a man of few words, and in relating the story of any inci- 
dent in which he bore a part, he never brings himself to the front in a conspic- 
uous manner. At Gettysburg he was severely wounded in the he;td, but was 
so fortunate as to completely recover and regain his former strength and 
health. 

In 1867 Mr. Hemphill came to Atlanta, and in a short time was made bus- 
iness manager of the Daily Co?zstitrrtio~z, a position which he still holds In 
this difficult field of work he brought into action business abilities of the high- 
est order. At  that time it took patient industry, far-seeing enterprise, and 
shrewd financial management to build up a great daily in the South. The 
new business manager soon proved that he was lacking in none of these quali- 
fications, and in the course of a few years his prudent and wise line of conduct 
established the C01zstitztti07~ as the leading Southern newspaper. 

Mr. Hemphill's rare financial ability, successful methods and strict integrity 
soon made him a power in business circles, and very few ent :rprises were 
started which he was not invited to  join. A t  present, besides holding the re- 
sponsible position of business manager of the C01zstitz~tio~2, he is president of 
the board of education, president of the Capital City Bank, a metnber of the 
board of aldermen, superintendent of the Trinity Sunday-school, the largest in 
the State ; president of the Young Men's Library Association, and is promi- 
nently connected with various business and charitable institutions. 

In 1871 he married Mrs. Emma Luckie, and has an interesting family, 
whose pleasant hospitality makes his elegant mansion on Peachtree street one 
of the most charming residences in the city. When it is said that Mr. Hemp- 
hill is devoted to Atlanta, her interests, and her people, it is only faintly ex- 
pressing in a brief sentence what this energetic citizen has for many years 
made apparent in the nature of the enterprises to which he has liberally con- 
tributed his time, labor and money. More than once he has declined political 
offices of honor and trust, but he has always found time to work for his party 
and his friends. The religious and benevolent institutions of his city have no 
stronger and more generous supporter, and in social, as well as business circles, 
he is one of the most popular of men. 

Mr Hemphill, while closely co~lfined and kept busily engaged by his nu- 
merous business interests, is an enthusiastic lover of rural life and its sports and 
occupations. He is interested i n  progressive farming, and delights in fine Jer- 
sey cows, blooded horses, and dogs of the best breeds. He enjoys hunting, 
and is an excellent shot, and nothing suits him better than a brief vacation in 
the  country, where he can recreate and amuse himself among the fields and 
forests. 

Courtesy of gAd
(2005) - All Rights Reserved 
http://www.gagenweb.org
689/11>  



A man of Mr. Hemphill's prominence finds it necessary, frequently, to ap- 
pear in public as a speaker. Mr. Hemphill makes no pretentions to oratory, 
but his style of speaking is so earnest, clear and forcible, that it always com- 
mands attention. In a recent address, at the commencement of the Atlanta 
Boys' High School, he said : 

YOUNG GENTLEMEN : W e  have listened with pride and pleasure to your efforts this even- 
ing. This night is an ilnport:~nt epoch in your lives. It is the link that binds your school days 
ant1 the great unknown future that lies before each one of you. Some of you will seek a higher 
etlucntion by attending colleges in this ant1 other States. Our best wishes go with you. We  
know \\.hat to expect of you by what you have accomplished in our public schools here. Others 
of yo11 \vill enter at  once into the strife of life real and earnest. W e  do not want you to hesi- 
tate or Ihlter. W e  \\.ant you each to have confitlence in your ability, in your mental capacities 
ant1 the strength of your own good right arm. We, as the board of education, have clone all 
we could for you. It now depentls on you to work out your own destiny. In  my short talk 
to-night I \\rant to give you a few thoughts on the business side of life. I believe that one who 
has made a success in a certain line has a right to speak to others on that line. I don't believe 
a man ought to tell or to try ant1 show me how to farm when he cannot farm himself, or 
ahout teaching unless he can teach himself; or about business, unless he has succeeded on that 
line. 

Some young men, when they are through school, are so ansious to do something, they ac- 
cept situations without any regard to suitability. If dire necessity compels thern to do this, I 
d o  not blame them, but they must not lose sight of that profession or business which would 
suit them best. T o  succeed you tnust be in accord with your profession or I~usiness. I know 
of a business man in this city who took ten long weary years in which to make a success of his 
business. I n  all that time he was working day ant1 night, never tiring, never faltering ; his one 
aim ant1 object was success. On, on he \\rent until he reached the goal of his ambition, and he 
is now enjoying the full fruitioli of all his fond hopes. The reason so many fail is that they are 
not in sympathy or love with the professiori or busmess they have chosen. 

It is also true that most failures among those who strive earnestly, come not from lack of 
gifts, but from not using the gifts they have. Thus, a young man with a gift for tools, at- 
tempts law and fails ; another, with a gift for teaching, ventures upon medicine, and slays his 
thousantls ; another, without gifts, attempts preaching, ant1 makes chaos of doctrine. 

I do not speak to !.ou to-night of i~npossibilities or tlifficult attainments-where only one or  
two of you can succeetl. I speak to you of requirements that are in the reach of us all. I spoke 
to the nor~nal class a few days ago ant1 endeavored to impress upon them the thought that 
there is nlot-e in sa\.ing than in makil?y. I say to you to-night, young gentlemen, cultivate this 
trait, \vhich is one of the very best traits in a business man : save, save-don't spend all you 
make. I hope there is not one in this class who consitlers it a sign of dullness to have a little 
qualification for business. 1 have seen people \vho thought it tlull or stupid to know anything 
allout I~usiness. Never go in tlellt if you can possibly help it. 'Thousands of years ago it was 
recordetl in hol!- writ that .the borroiver was a servant to the lender;  that \\.as true then, it is 
true noiv. If you want to be aslave, go in debt, ant1 you are one in tleetl and in truth. 

Don't try to  do too much at  first. Make up your mind what you are going to do, and 
make ;L start-it may be a humble start, but let it be a gootl, honest start. T h e  b~ggest  busi- 
ness in this city was started in a back room, in a wash-bowl, and to-clay it covers nearly the civ- 
ilized globe, and brings thousands of dollars into the pockets of its projectors and founders, 

Make up your mind to accomplish something, that you will not be a drone in this world. 
Give me boy that has grit, backbone a n d  determination, one that has made up his mind and 
has a settled purpose to accomplish something definite. I could go  on for an  hour and talk to  
you about traits of character, but they have been impressed upon you time and again by your 
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worthy teacher, and I will not weary your patience. If asked to give my opinion as to what 
was the best single qualification one could have, I would unhesitatingly say that punctuality- 
promptness-beats them all. Battles have been lost, thrones have been destroyed, honors 
have wasted away for the want of this qualification. Let me impress upon you to-night the 
great importance of your being prompt in all your transactions of life. If you promise to meet 
one at a certain place and hour, be there on time. A note is to  be met, fail not to  attend to it ;. 
a case in court, be there and reacly when it is called. I care not what the engagement is, or 
the time, or the manner, do not slight it, do not miss it. Come to time every time. The  boy 
that does this is as sure to win success in this life a s  that I am here before you to-night. Suc- 
cess comes to the prompt man. I believe that Senator Brown owes his great success in life to  
the possession of this one qualification as  much a s  to any other. No Inan is more prompt. No 
one is more scrupulous in meeting his engagements than he. When Senator Brown appointn 
an hour and a place, his carriage is there as prompt and certain as  the morn'ng sun will rise is 
the east to-morrow. This is as  true as true can be, and all those who have had transactions. 
with him know it. 

I will not attempt to speak to you to-night upon moral qualifications, but there is one sub-- 
ject on which I will touch. If you leave your parents' roof and go to another city-and right 
here I woiild include the young men in this audience whose parents are in other cities, and you 
have not the sacred influence of a home-let me bGg you not to make your home in a room 
over a store or some isolated place. I have studied this question and watched young men 
closely, and I do not hesitate to say that a room over a store is often an annex to hell. More. 
young men have been ruined, more have been dragged down, more have been eternally lost by 
this mode of living than any other. Never get away from the influence of your mother or sis- 
ter, or some other fellow's mother and sister. I have no fear of a boy who keeps always in the 
range of this influence. 

Let me say in conclusion : The board of education looks with pride and gratification upon 
you to-night, young gentlemen. W e  have watched your course from the grammar school' 
through the high school, and we are proud of the record you have made. We see before us 
talent and ability-young men capable of attaining the highest positions in whatever walk of 
life they choose to go. W e  are not aftaid for you to enter the arena of life. We commend 
you to God for His protecting care, and to this people for their loving favor. We send you 
back to the paternal roof, we believe, armed and equipped for the battle of life. You, from 
this night, are our representatives, and, as the mother ot' the Gracchi pointed to her sons a s  her 

. jewels, we, with equal pride, point to  you as our jewels. 

On the following evening Mr. Hemphill addressed the graduates of the 
Girls' High School. In concluding his speech he spoke as follows : 

YOUNG LADIES OF THE GRADUATING CLASS: Last night I directed the attention of the. 
young gentlemen to the business side of life. I would direct yours, in a few words, to the- 
practical and domestic side of life. No girl's education is complete, unless that side has been 
cultivated, as well as the mental and physical. T h e  young lady who neglects this side makes 
a sad mistake, which she will find out sooner or later. I want to assure you that there is no. 
gentleman but who would he pleased to know that the girl he admires can make herself just 
as useful in the kitchen a s  she can appear elegant in the drawing-room. [Applause.] And it 
will not lower her in his opinion to know, also, that she can handle the keys of the type-writer 
as skillfully as  those of the grand piano. 

I would not lessen the importance of cultivating the mind, or the extreme value of the fine 
arts. but I would bring up into more importance and consideration the practical productive. 
studies upon which so  many of our fair ones, and through them their loved ones, will have to. 
depend for a support ; and in learning and practicing these, I do not believe it is a t  all neces- 
sary for any girl to lay aside her tenderness, her modesty, or her womanliness. 
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If a girl is wealthy I would have her learn something practical. I t  makes her independent 
of her riches, should those riches take wings and fly away, and we cannot tell how soon the 
evil day may come. 

I am glad that a resolution has been introduced in the board tor its consideration, that the 
girls in the public schools 01 Atlanta should be taught, if they desired it, telegraphy, book- 
keeping and short-hand. I shall advise every young lady to avail herself of the opportunity 
of learning one of these practical studies. 

A distinguished orator said the other day: "Disguise it a s  we may, the time has come 
when every girl who has had the advantage of our public schools should determine to master 
thoroughly a productive education. Let it be painting on porcelain and glass, painting in water 
and oil colors, artistic feather-making, decorative designing, artistic embroidery for costumes, 
or furniture, wood or steel engravings, bookkeeping, the education of commerce, stenography 
and type-writing. Whatever may be the bent of her inclinations let her pursue it, and pursue 
it zealously with the purpose of accomplishing her own independence, and aiding those who 
have nurtured and supported her, thus adding to the general wealth of the community, to the 
happiness and comfort of her family, and to her own value a s  an individual." 

Oh, what an infinite relief to many an anxious father and mother to know that the future 
of the daughter was assured. We  fear for our sons for what they may be  tempted to do. We 
fear for our daughters for what may happen to them. 

How many thousand reflecting, sensitive, affectionate fathers of girls, themselves the recip- 
ients of small incomes, who  dare not contemplate the future of their daughters in case his life 
should be taken ; and what an unspeakable relief it would be to that loving father to know his 
daughter, by her own exertions, whether she had the protecting care of a husband or not, was 
easily competent to earn her own livelihood and to occupy the station in life for which her gen- 
tle breeding fitted her. 

Young ladies, your education is not finished. You have only laid the foundation. Don't 
stop now, thinking that your education is complete, that you are now on the carpet, and that 
there is nothing further in the way of learning for you to accomplish. Now is a good time for 
you to learn one of these practical studies about \vhich I have been talking. You have a most 
excellent opportunity to make yourselves proficient in one or  the other. The  domestic and 
practical side of life should be attractive to each one of you, ant1 a great (leal of time should 
now be given to that side. Don't neglect these precious opportunities-improve thern all and 
you will he  the more attractive and lovely for it. I am glad these opportunities are being 
placed before our young women, and that it is becoming very popular to give these light em- 
ployments to the gentler sex, and that you are not looked upon now as a mere sewing machine, 
having to eke out an existence a t  the point of a needle. I hope the day is not far distant when 
the men will have to retire from all the places that can be,filled by our girls. 

.And right here 1 want to say, if a girl can fill the place of a man I do not see the justice of 
her not receiving the pay of a man. Our people are waking up to this question. I tell you, 
young latlics, ancl I ivould include every one in this vast audience also, know your rights and 
clare n~nintain them. 

Some of the happiest girls in this city to-night are those who are making an independent 
living l)y their own brains and skillful hands, ancl who are able to support and care for the dear 
ones who nurtured and supportetl them. I hope, young ladies, that you will give this inipor- 
tant question the consideration it so eminently deserves, ant1 that these practical, protluctive 
s t~~t l ies  will receive favor from you all. 

I am glad that nearly all of our teachers in the pul~lic schools are females. I would not 
have it otllerwise. But all ot' our girls can not 1)e teachers. There are not enough positions 
in the schools, and then teaching is not suitable to all. Don't make the mistake to assume that 
profession or  occupation that  does does not suit you. T o  succeed you must be enthused and 
enraptured with  you^ vocation. I take it for granted that there is no girl here but who wants 
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to make a success of whatever she undertakes. This is con~mendable, and should be the guid- 
ing star that leads you through life. 

I want to say to you that the most failures among those who strive earneatly come not from 
lack of gifts, hut from not using the gifts they have. * I  A young \<loman with a gift for teach- 
ing longs to excel in music, and tornlents the air with discords. Another has a gift for music, 
but affects painting, and dismays us with grotesque faces and impossible landscapes. An- 
other, whose gift is housekeeping, attempts literature and makes an utter failure. Not a few 
have gifts for being noble women, but, grieving that they were not born to be men, attempt 
things unfit for them, live unhappy and die disappointed." 

Ladies and gentlemen, we now return to you the beautiful bouquet that you delivered to us 
a few years ago. IVe have watched it well. We think you will find the flowers that form this 
bouquet more perfect, more symmetrical than when we received it. W e  have cultivated and 
trimmed it all that we can. W e  deliver it hack to you knowing and feeling that you are per- 
fectly satisfied with our labor and that of these faithful teachers. [Applause.] This bouquet 
is dear to us and to these teachers-how dear will never be known. It would pain us sadly 
for one of these sweet flowers to be bruised or slighted. W e  would rather you would bruise 
or slight us. Treat them tenderly, lovingly and kindly, is the desire of the board of education, 
which I have the honor to represent. 

These two speeches reflect the character, the aspirations and the methods 
of the speaker. They are characterized by the old-fashioned common sense 
of ou; fathers, and their admonitions concerning morality, industry and econ- 
omy cover the whole ground. When a man utters such sentiments and car- 
ries them into his daily life he is one of the most valuable citizens in a com- 
munity, but this has been said of Mr. Hemphill by his fellow-townsmen so 
often that it .is almost unnecessary to record it in these pages. 

ILL, SENATOR BENJAMIN H., whose life, character and distin- 
guished services are the subject of this sketch, was born at  Hillsborough, 

Jasper county, Ga, on the 14th day of September, 1823.. His father, Mr. 
John Hill, was a gentleman of limited means, without a liberal education. But 
he was a man of spotless character, of very strong common sense, and a great 
deal of will power, who always exerted an extensive influence in his neighbor- 
hood and section. 

The mother of the distinguished statesman, whose maiden name was Par- 
ham, was a lady of very fine traits of character, whose precepts and example 
exerted a most salutary and powerful influence over her children. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hill were devoted and consistent members of the Methodist Church. 
They lived and died in the faith, and were eminently useful in their day and 
generation. 

When the subject of this sketch was about ten years old, his father moved 
from Hillsborough to the neighborhood called Long Cane, in Troup county, 
Ga., which was his home until the day of his death. Mr. Hill not only trained 
his children to habits of morality and Christian virtue, but he caused them to 

1 This sketch is mainly condensed from a speech delivered in the United States Senate, Jan- 
uary 25, 1883, by Senator Joseph E. Brown, on the life and character of Benjamin H. Hill. 
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labor with their hands and earn their bread by the sweat of their brow. Being 
a sober, industrious, and persevering man, he accumulated, prior to his death, 
a considerable property, and was able to give to each of his nine children 
something quite respectable to start life with. His son Benjamin was obedient 
and faithful to his parents ; he labored hard to aid his father. While he was 
quite industrious, he was noted as a very bright and promising youth. When 
he reached the age of eighteen years he was very anxious to improve the edu- 
cation which he had been able to obtain in the country by going through a 
course in the University of Georgia. But as the family was large his father 
felt that he had not the means to spare, and do justice to the other children, 
which were necessary to complete the collegiate course of his son. After a 
family consultation, it was agreed by the mother and by a good and faithful 
aunt that they, out of the small means they had accumulated, would furnish 
one-half the amount, the father furnishing the other half. Under this arrange- 
ment the gifted son was enabled to enter the State university. Before he left 
home he promised his mother, if the means could be raised to enable him to 
complete his collegiate course, that he would take the first honor in his class. 

In the university the young student was industrious, attentive and energetic. 
His progress was rapid, and his mental develapment very gratifying to his nu- 
merous friends in the university and elsewhere, who watched his progress and 
the development of his genius with great pride and gratification. When the 
.commencement came, at the en? of the senior year, the faculty unanimously 
awarded the first honor to young Hill. H e  also took all the honors of the lit- 
.erary society to which he belonged. And in a familiar letter to a friend he 
said, within the last few years, that was the proudest day of his life, and that 
nothing ever afforded him more gratification than it did to write to  his mother 
the news that filled his heart with so much joy. 

Soon after the close of his collegiate career Mr. Hill was married to Miss 
Caroline Holt, of Athens, Ga,, a young lady belonging to one of Georgia's old- 
est and most honored families; of good fortune, great amiability, beauty and 
accomplishments. The happy and brilliant young couple settled in La Grange, 
in TI-oup county, where Mr. Hill, who had already studied law and been ad- 
mitted to the bar, commenced the practice of his profession. From the very 
commencetnent, the tact, research and ability with which he conducted his 
earliest cases, gave bright promise of his future eminence. He grew rapidly 
a t  the bar, until he was soon employed in every important case in his county, 
and his professional fame spread into the adjoining counties of the State, and 
he became the center figure at the bar in the courts of his circuit. 

In connection with his legal practice, Mr. Hill purchased a valuable planta- 
tion, and with the slaves that he obtained by his wife and by inheritance from 
his father, and purchased from time to time out of his incomes, he conducted 
the business of planting on an extensive and profitable scale. 

9. 
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66 HISTOKY OF ATLANTA. 

Mr. Hill started life an ardent Whig; and it could not be expected that a 
young lawyer of his brilliant talents could long keep out of politics. In 185 I 
he was elected to the House of Representatives of the Legislature of Georgia, 
where he soon rose to the position of one of the ablest debaters and most in- 
fluential members of that body. After the Legislature adjourned he resumed 
the practice of his profession with great skill and energy. 

The old Whig party having in the meantime been dissolved in Georgia, 
Mr. Hill, in 1855, became a member of what was known as the American 
party, and was nominated by that party as their candidate for Congress, in op- 
position to Hon. Hiram Warner, the Democratic nominee. The race was an 
exciting one. Judge M'arner was one of the ablest and most profound men of 
the State, though not a distinguished orator. Mr. Hill canvassed the district, 
and usually had the advantage everywhere in the popular applause. He was 
defeated, however, Judge Warner securing a small majority. 

In 1856 Mr. Hill was a candidate for elector for the State at large on the 
Fillmore ticket. He canvassed the State with great energy, ability, and elo- 
quence. From the day on which he made his first grand effort in st~pport of 
his candidate must be dated his recognition as the leader of his party in Geor- 
gia. During the campaign he met the leading Den~ocratic speakers at various 
points. He had an animated discussion with Mr. Stephens a t  Lexington, and 
with General Toombs at Washington, Ga. His most ardent admirers were en- 
tirely content with the ability he displayed in these contests with his distin- 
guished opponents. From that time forward his influence with his party was 
unbounded. They not only trusted and followed him, but he controlled them 
absolutely. 

In 1857 Joseph E. Brown was nominated by the Democratic party of 
Georgia as their candidate for governor, and Mr. Hill was nominated by the 
American party for the same position. The contest was energetic and excit- 
ing. Mr. Hill displayed great powers of eloquence in the debates, and was an 
exceedingly interesting and formidable competitor. The contest ended in the 
election of the Democratic candidate. 

In 1859 he was elected b y  his party to the Senate of Georgia. He exhib- 
ited great power in the debates of the session, and was without a rival the 
leader of his party in the Legislature. 

In 1860 he was again a candidate for presidential elector, and canvassed 
the State for Bell and Everett for president and vice-president. His speeches 
were exceedingly able and brilliant. 

He was an avowed Union man, and in conjunction with Alexander H. 
Stephens, Herschel1 V. Johnson, Linton Stephens, and some others, leading 
men of Georgia, he opposed secession ably and earnestly until the final pas- 
sage of the resolution that it was the right and duty of Georgia to secede. 
When the ordinance was passed he signed it, taking position, as did the other 
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distinguished gentlemen whose names are mentioned, that as a Georgian he 
owed his allegiance first to the State of his nativity, of his manhood, and of his 
home ; that her people were his people, and her fate should be his fate. 

After the State had seceded, Mr. Hill was chosen one of the delegates to 
the Confederate convention a t  Montgomery, Ala. In  that convention he took 
an able and distinguished part. Soon after the convention adjourned, when 
the time came.to elect Confederate senators, he was chosen for the long term, 
and took his seat in the Confederate Senate, which he occupied till the end of 
the war. He was made chairman of the judiciary committee, and had the 
confidence of President Davis to the fullest extent, and was regarded the ablest 
supporter of Mr. Davis's policy in the Senate. And when the cause was wan- 
ing, and our people were deeply depressed, Mr. Hill left the Senate and went 
upon the stump, and was making an able effort to arouse the spirits of the peo- 
ple of Georgia and of the Confederacy to renewed resistance, when General 
Lee surrendered. 

Soon after the Confederacy failed, when many of those who had been con- 
sidered the leaders were arrested, Mr. Hill was among the number. While 
President Davis was consigned to a cell in Fortress Monroe, and Vice-Presi- 
dent Stephens to one in Fort Warren, and Governor Joseph E. Brown was incar- 
cerated in the Carroll Prison, in Washington, D. C., Mr. Hill was assigned to 
quarters in Fort Lafayette, in New Ycirk harbor. . 

After the release of Mr. Hill from prison he returned to Georgia and re- 
sumed the practice of his profession with great energy and splendid success. 
He pursued his profession, taking little part in politics until after the passage 
of the reconstruction acts in March, 1867. He then believed by  an able and 
bold opposition to the measures prescribed by Congress, and by resistance to 
them in every manner not forcible, the people of the Northern and Western 
States would condemn the action of Congress, restore the Democratic party to 
power, and the people of Georgia would be saved much of the humiliation 
they had been exposed to by acts of Congress which were regarded by a ma- 
jority of the white people of the State as illiberal and unjust. 

When Mr. Hill espoused the cause on this'line, he did it with all the ability, 
earnestness, energy, and enthusiasm of his nature. He attended the first 
Democratic convention held in Georgia, and was the leading spirit and director 
of it. In the face of the military, with undaunted spirit, he made what was 
known as his " Davis Hall speech," in the city of Atlanta, which, as a master- 
piece of denunciation, philippic and invective, has scarcely ever been equaled, 
except in what were known as his " Rush-arbor speech " and his 'I Notes on 
the Situation." The magic power of his declamation and of his denunciation 
were overwhelming and terrific. Probably no one of the masters of elocution 
who has lived on this continent has surpassed it. The period was a stormy 
one. The debates were bitter and even vindictive on both sides. It was a 
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time of madness. Social relations were sundered in many cases, and there. 
was for a time an upheaval of the very foundations of society. During this 
extraordinary period, when the whole political fabric of the State seemed to 
rock amid the throes of dissolution, no one figured so grandly as Mr. Hill, and 
no one was so idolized as he. 

In the fall of 1870, after the reconstruction of the States was completed " 
under the plan dictated by Congress, and the constitutional amegdments were 
adopted and incorporated into and became part of that instrument, it was dis- 
covered by all that both the Congress and the courts would unquestionably 
sustain those new provisions of the constitution, Mr. Hill became fully con- 
vinced of the fact that further resistance was useless. And while he believed 
he had saved much to the State by the course he had pursued in rallying and. 
holding the people together and reorganizing the Democracy upon a firm 
basis, he did not hesitate to advise the people of Georgia to cease further re- 
sistance to what was then an accomplisl~ed fact. This announcement on his 
part exposed him for a time to severe criticism by those who did not under- 
stand his motives. But he was as firm and lion-like in maintaining the stand 
he then took as he had been in the terrible resistance which he made to the 
reconstruction measures as long as he entertained any hope that resistance 
might be successful. From this time forward Mr. Hill renewed his allegiance 
to the government to the fullest extent, and did all in his power to produce. 
quiet and contentment, which he saw were necessary to a return of peace and 
prosperity to the people of his State. 

During the period that intervened, for the next two or three years, he pur-- 
sued his law practice with his usual ability and success, and also again em- 
barked in a large planting business in Southwestern Georgia. 

But the people of Georgia were not content that he should remain a pri- 
vate citizen. They desired the benefit of his superb talents in the national 
councils; and on the death of Hon. Garnet McMillan, who was a member of 
the House of Representatives from the ninth district of Georgia, Mr. Hill, by  
an overwhelming majority, was elected to fill the vacancy ; and he took his 
seat in the house March 5 ,  1877. His course there is familiar to the entire 
country. Some splendid exhibitions of his oratorical powers in that body 
soon gave him an extensive national reputation. His celebrated discussion 
with the distinguished representative from Maine, Mr. Blaine, was one of the. 
most memorable that has ever occurred in the House of Representatives. 
Each of the able antagonists sustained his cause in a manner entirely satisfac- 
tory to his friends. Heated, earnest and almost vituperative as the debate 
was between them, they learned to know each other's ability and worth and 
were mutually benefited. Each was soon called by his State to occupy a seat 
in the Senate ; and as their acquaintance was prolonged, it grew first into 
friendship and then into an earnest admiration of each other. 
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A little more than a year before his death Senator Hill was attacked with 
that singular, fatal and insidious disease known as cancer, which up to the pres- 

' 

ent has defied the power of medical skill. The inroads of this malady were 
slow, and his sufferings were very great. Neither nature nor art could arrest 
its progress. With mind unimpaired he waited and patiently suffered the tor- 
tures which preceded death. During this long and trying period his mind re- 
verted back to the family altar, to his church relations, and to his religious 
privileges and duties. He calmly surveyed the situation and reviewed his life, 
and his faith became still more firmly anchored within the veil. He met his 
sufferings with a patience and Christian fortitude that in its lessons and teach- 
ings were absolutely sublime. 

While his sufferings were intense and his pain often excruciating he never 
murmured, but said: " Let God's will be done, not mine." Nothing pleased 
him better than the conversation of ministers of the Gospel on religious sub- 
jects. He spoke of the atonement made by our Saviour, of its efficiency, and 
of the hope that he entertained. He delighted to dwell on these subjects. 
While he suffered from day to day and from night to night nothing disturbed 
his equanimity, nothing for a moment brought a murmur to his lips. Brilliant 
and surpassing as had been many of the triumphs of his life, his Christian resig- 
nation and fortitude and his triumph in  death were much more brilliant, much 
more sublime. 

A few days preceding his death, which occurred on August 16, 1882, when 
his powers of speech had failed and his once eloquent tongue has ceased to ar- 
ticulate, and he was gently and peacefully sinking into the embrace of death, 
the dying senator, with a heart full of love and his countenance beanling with 
heavenly visions, after struggling with the impediment that bound his tongue 
in silence, uttered audibly his last sentence : " Almost home." 

His long suffering had mellowed admiration into love, and when it was an- 
nounced that the great Georgian was no more, sorrow was universal. Atlanta, 
his horne, was draped in mourning, its business stopped, and its organzations, 
private and public, vied with each other in expression of grief, and here, where 
he was loved as few men are ever loved, in 1885 was erected a full length mar- 
ble statue to perpetuate the name and deeds of this illustrious Georgian. The 
public press all over the country, the representative men of every section 
mourned his loss and bore united testimony to his worth as a statesman and a 
patriot. The Philndelphin Ti?ncs paid the following tribute to his memory, 
which found an echo in every lover of a true and nCble manhood: 

" Not  the State of Georgia alone, nor the South alone, if sectional divisions 
must still be recognized, but the whole country suffers a loss in the death of 
Benjamin H. Hill. He was one of the strong men of his generation, with ca- 
pacities of public usefulness that were not bounded by sectional lines. Earnest, 
eloquent, impulsive, often wrong headed, but always true of heart, the: South 
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might well be content to recognize him as a representative man. He was never 
a wire worker. He opposed secession while he could ; went with his State and 
served it and the Confederacy wisely while the Confederacy lasted, and then 
accepted the inevitable and frankly devoted his ability, experience, eloquence 
and influence to the restoration of peace, prosperity and cordial union. That 
he should find himself opposed and misrepresented by jealous partisans was 
inevitable, and scheming politicians did what they could to drive him back into 
Bourbonism, but through all the controversies of the last few years 'Ben' Hill 
had steadily made his way in the public esteem and confidence, and in this last 
year of his patient suffering has added to this large measure of affectionate ad- 
miration. Georgia will treasure his memory as one of the most brilliant of her 
many brilliant sons, and in her loss she will have the cordial sympathy of the 
whole American people." 

In the State of Georgia, and especially in Atlanta, the city of his home, the 
death of no public man ever was so genuinely mourned. The day following 
his death the Atla~ttn Constitzttio?z said : 

" I t  all seems like a dream-a dream of life curiously confused with an ex- 
perience of the reality of death. And yet, when death exalts, as its gradual 
approach and presence exalted this man, it is no lotiger to be feared. Months 
ago, when the great Georgian was in the very prime of life, in the full maturity 
of perfect manhood, the dread shadow placed itself at his side. It  brought no 
terrors then, and at the last it was a'welcome guest. It  took the senator from 
the tumult of politics, where the eloquent tongue, the grand intellect and the 
fiery magnetism of a high and earnest purpose carried him always to the front, 
and bore him gently into the bosom of his family, where peace, comfort and 
utter devotion awaited him. It gave him an opportunity to test the love of his 
people ; an opportunity to discover before he died that he had not lived in vain. 
H e  beheld, in some measure, the fruition of his life's purpose. H e  saw Georgia 
prosperous, contented and free, and he was satisfied ; pay, more, he was happy. 
He was hopeful, not for himself, but for the people. He had no troubles of his 
own. The complacency of profound rest fell upon him and wrapped hirn round 
about; so that his sufferings seemed to come to him as angels and ministers of 
peace. 

" And yet, in the midst of the serenity that surrounded him, there was one 
trouble that obtruded itself. He had a message to deliver to the people that 
could not be delivered. Communicating with a friend, he wrote out this desire. 
If he could only gather the strength that rernained he would write out his re- 
flections, which he was confident would be of greater service to the people than 
all the acts of his life. This desire was the burden of his thoughts. His own 
personality, his own suffering he had placed aside ; waking or  dreaming, his 
thoughts were of his country, his State. He had measured the spirit of sec- 
tionalism, and he feared i t ;  he appreciated the social and political problems 
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which the South inherited from the chaos of war. He desired, as a last effort, 
to give the peopl: the benefit of his maturest thoughts. Hut it was not to be. 

. His strength ebbed away and his last thoughts remained unwritten. 
"Nevertheless, his best tl~oughts and his high purposes live in the hearts 

of the people. T h o u h  he is dead, yet the day has never been when he was 
a tnore potent influence in Georgia. Happy are they who die young, but hap- 
pier are they who die mourned by old and young." 

H OWELL, EVAN P. There is something inspiring in the records of a 
busy and useful life; something stimulating in the details of a career 

that is marked by a generous and beneficent purpose ; something worthy of 
emulation in the success that has been wrought by unselfish means. Such is 
the record of Evan P. Howell's life. 

He was born at Warsaw, in Forsyth (now Milton) county, on the 10th day 
of December, 1839. In  1851 his father, the late Judge Howell, moved with 
his family to Atlanta. While in Atlanta young Howell learned telegraphy 
under D. U. Sloan, and .was the first telegraph operator ever taught in 
Atlanta. Young Evan attended the common schools of Warsaw and Atlanta 
until 1855, when he entered the Georgia Military Institute at Marietta. A t  
that time the institute was one of the best schools to be found in the country, 
and its students numbered representatives from all parts of the country. Its 
discipline was perfect, and its curriculum as complete as that of any of our 
modern colleges. . 

Young Howell remained at Marietta two years and then went to Sanders- 
ville, Ga., where he read law until 1859, when he entered the Lumpkin Law 
School at Athens. In I 860 he began the practice of law a t  Sandersville ; but 
he had hardly warmed to his work, as the phrase goes, before hostilities be- 
tween the North and the South had broken out. H e  left Georgia in 1861 
with the First. Georgia Regiment as orderly-sergeant, but was elected lieoten- 
ant before he had been in the service a month. Afterwards he was promoted 
to the position of first lieutenant. A t  the expiration of the twelve months ser- 
vice of his regiment he organized the company into a light battery and was 
elected captain. He served in Virginia under Jackson in the valley, and was 
transferred with his command to the Western Army in time to take part in the 
battle of Chickamauga. Captain Howell remained with the Western Army 
until the end of the war-with Claiborne's Division the most of the time, and 
was in every engagement, from Chickamauga to Lovejoy's Station. 

It  was on the retreat from Laurel Hill, in West Virginia, that Captain 
Howell caught his first serious glimpse of war. In that retreat the Confeder- 
ates dispersed in squads, and Captain Howell and his companions soon discov- 
ered that they were lost in the mountains. By a tacit understanding he was 
looked on as the leader of the party, and this understanding was reached be- 
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cause his companions had an instinctive appreciation of those qualities that 
have distinguished both the civil and military career of Captain Howell-an 
undaunted courage and an indomitable will. For days and days Captain 
Howell and his fellow-soldiers wandered through the mountain fastnesses of 
West Virginia, enduring what were undoubtedly the severest privations of the 
war. They lived on the bark and roots of trees, and in other ways known 
only to those who find famine staring them in the face. When the faint- 
hearted, weary and exhausted were inclined to give up, it was the voice and 
the example of Captain Howell that cheered them on. 

After the war he farmed for two years in Fulton county, near the Chatta- 
hoochee River. In I 868 he returned to Atlanta and became city editor of the 
Atlanta Intellz'getzce. He held this position a year, and then resumed the prac- 
tice of law. In 1869 he was made chairman of the Democratic executive com- 
mittee of Fulton county, and was elected a member of the city council for two 
terms. As  chairman of the executive committee and as member of the coun- 
cil he had much to do with the reorganization of the Democratic party of Ful- 
ton county, and of the city government of Atlanta. 

For two years Captain Howell acted as solicitor- general of this circuit, and 
these two covered a period of almost vital importance to the people of Georgia. 
Many portions of the State were still afflicted with the chaos and confusion 
resulting from the war, and Captain Howell, as solicitor- general of the Atlanta 
circuit, bore an important part in restoring peace and good order. That dis- 
tinguished jurist, John L. Hopkins, was on the bench, and his administration 
of justice was so swift and so severe that he became the terror of evil-doers all 
over the State. It has already been stated that Captain Howell bore an im- 
portant part in this rehabilitation-this resuscitation, rather, of law and order 
in Georgia. To  an energy and zeal that were untiring and aggressive, he 
added a remarkable knowledge of human nature. He had a knack of sifting 
evidence in a way that generally proved irresistible to juries. His aim was to 
simplify and make plain the law rather than to confuse its terms, and to this 
end he endeavored to conform it to the standard of common sense. A t  that 
time the criminal harvest was a large one ; but even taking that fact into ac- 
count, Captain Howell's success in bringing evil-doers to justice was something 
phenomenal. As  prosecuting attorney he drew the indictments against the 
men charged with the swindles connected with the Western and Atlantic Rail- 
road, and it was on his motion that a citizens1 meeting was called for the pur- 
pose of taking forcible possession of the books of the State road. The move- 
ment was successful ; the books were forcibly taken possession of and placed 
in custody of E. E. Rawson, C. C. Hammock and C. L. Redwine. By this 
summary process much valuable testimony was secured to be used against the 
officers of the road. 

In 1873 Captain Howell was elected to the State Senate, and was re-elected 
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in 1876. He was a delegate to the St. Louis Convention of 1876, and served 
on the committee on resolutions. He was a delegate to  the Cincinnati Con- 
vention of 1880, and served on the same committee; and he was also a dele- 
gate to the Chicago Convention o i  1884, and again served on the platform 
committee. Kecognizing the extent and character of the services Captain 
Howell had rendered to the party, President Cleveland tendered him the posi- 
tion of United States*consul at  Manchester. In I 886 he was appointed capi- 
tol commissioner by Governor McDaniel. 

Perhaps the best and most successful political work Captain Howell ever 
did was in what is known as the capital campaign. Atlanta had been made 
the capital of the State by the Republicans, and there was so much dissatisfac- 
tion throughout the State that the framers of the constitution of 1877 pro- 
vided for an election at  which the capital question could be definitely settled 
by the people. The contest was between Atlanta and Milledgeville. When 
the campaign fairly opened, the city council of Atlanta selected Senator Joseph 
E. Brown, Major Campbell Wallace and Captain Howell to manage the cam- 
paign in behalf of Atlanta. In all probability it was one of the liveliest and 
most hotly contested campaigns that ever took place in the State. As the 
youngest and most active member of the campaign committee, the hardest 
work fell to the share of Captain Howell. Guided by the two wise men who 
were his colleagues, he left nothing undone that would aid the cause of Atlanta. 
A part of his work may be seen in the editorial columns of the Constitzition, 
which for several months fairly bristled with articles on the subject, ranging 
from grave to gay, from lively to  severe. His work in behalf of Atlanta cov- 
ered the entire State, and the result was that the people, by an overwhelming 
majority, voted for the capitol to remain in this city. 

In the winter of 1876 Captain Howell bought an interest in the Atlanta 
Co~zstitrttion, and became president of the company and editor-in-chief of the 
paper. He  called to his aid a staff of experienced writers, and under his man- 
agement it was not many months before the Cofzstitzltiofz had achieved a na- 
tional reputation. In journalism, as in politics, the success of Captain Howell 
has beer1 due to a large knowledge of human nature, and a sagacity based on 
that rare quality known as common sense. Tile Co~zstit?~tio?z is a party paper, 
but under Captain Howell's management it has been something more than 
this. In season and out of season its manifold energies have been directed 
toward the building up of Atlanta and the development of the material re- 
sources of the South. Wherever there is a new industry to be organized, 
wherever there is a hope or a sign of progress, there the Constitzltion is to be 
found, and it is not too much to say that its labors in this particular field have 
been of incalculable benefit not only to Atlanta and to  Georgia, but to the 
whole South. 

While he recognizes the importance of party politics in the South at this 
1 o* 
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juncture, Captain Howell believes that the rehabilitation of the South, the de- 
velopment of its immense natural resources, and the organization of new indus- 
tries, are infinitely more important than mere partisan politics. On this subject, 
however, he can best speak for himself. 

The following stenographic report of the speech of Captain Evan P. How- 
ell, delivered at the meeting of the citizens in Rartow county, held in Carters- 
ville, in May, 1888, is taken from the Cartersville Coztrarzt-American. 

The meeting was presided over by Mr. Stansell, of Cartersville, who an- 
nounced that it was the second grand rally of the people of Bartow county, 
(' for the p~lrpose of putting our minds, our hearts and our energies together on 
the line of internal improvement, especially that of our immediate section." 

Colonel J. W. Harris, jr., introduced Captain Howell, who responded as 
follows : 

MR. C H A ~ R I I I A N ,  LADIES AND GESTLEMEN : I was invited up here by our friend, General 
Young, to a kind of protractetl business meeting, antl I didn't know but what there was to be 
a little religious meeting, as well as a furnace meeting. [Laughter.] I came here for the pur- 
pose of conierring with business men, as  I thought, about this great country you have. He 
told me it was a protractetl meeting. 

I thanlc my friend Harris for the complimentary Inanner in which he alluded to me, but I 
want to state right here, in the beginning, that I will not be a candidate for any ofice, and I 
never expect to  be. I wanted to come here simply on a labor of love, and I am free to tallc to 
you to the best of my ability about the resources of this country, and I will tell you that I have 
never yet -I have tall;e(l about this section of country many times-but I have never yet got- 
t en  anybody to  believe what I have said about it, but I believe I have got people before me 
.now that will bear me out in what I say as  to what you have around you here. 

No;v, I had occasion in 1875 to think of emigrating. You know everybody in the world- 
all Americans-have this emigration fever. Everybody has it sometime in their life, just like 
the children have the whooping-cough, the measles, ant1 scarlet fever. They have to have it ; 
i t  doesn't matter whether it comes as  they attain manhood or get older, or when they fail in 
business, or when they see something befol-e them that they do not know how to get over, for 
some reason or  other they have the tit and they generally emigrate. 

In 1875, after that panic of '73, after havillg gone through what we all had, returning to our 
homes antl fincling thein desolate, I ~natle up lily mind that I woultl try to find a better country 
than Georgia to live in. It seemed to me that we were not progressing. 'That tlisastrous 
panic hatl swept over the country, tlestroyzd business interests, and even from the war up to 
that time I \\.:is in :IS hxcl a panic as I was at that time. I saw no outcome from it. We Iiad 
the negro pro1)lcm before us. I t  was hard for Inen to get employment. I t  was hard to pay 
wages. It \\las hard to pay fees to lawyers antl to tloctors, ant1 it appeared to me that there 
must be some better country th:m Georgia \\.as, some place where a man could get a foothold 
and clinil) faster and better this ruggetl road in life, I made up my mind that I ~ ~ o u l c l  go and 
hunt for that country, ant1 I started in company \vith Mr. Glenn and Jutlge Hopkins, of At- 
lanta, all of us with the same entl i n  view ant1 \vith rrroney to buy us homes. We left Georgia 
in July, 1875, :mtl we traveled 311 over the north\vestesn coulitry. We traveled for a thousand 
miles in Ca1iforni;i. We spent sis months in m:~.king n diligent and thorough investigation of 
all that section of country on the I'acific slope, with a view of finding a dace  where we could 
locate better homes anrl finding better people, if possible, and a better place to obtain the nec- 
essary comforts of life. Now, I want to admit to you to-night that we all came back here to 
Georgia and to North Georgia, and within forty miles of where we are to-night, better satisfied 
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with GeorgI;~ than we ever were before, and have t~een ever since. [Applause.] From that  
day to this I Iiave been completely ant1 effectually cured, ant1 if there is anybody here to-night 
that has th t r  fever, if it is not periodical, but comes O I I  once in ;i lifetime, and he wants to g o  
sorne\vhere : Ise, I \\rant to address myself to hini ant1 tell him why it is that I found this coun- 
try so mucir inore desirable than any other localities that I visited. 

In the til-st place, I fou~ld ;i great many things in different countries better than we had 
here in this, but in :ill the requisites that make home co~nfortable, that makes it desirable to  
live, I fountl none that could begin to ccj:iipare with this section of the country for a hundred 
miles arouncl. In tlie tirst place, in tliat nortli\\.este~-11 country, I fountl they had the extreme 
heat in the summer time, sometimes twenty tlegrecs hotter than \Ye have it here, and in the 
\\linter time sometimes as  much a s  iorty, or even sixty. cl~agrees colder. I tlitln't want to move 
into a country lilte that. 1 found, in ntltlition t o  tli;~t. the!. hntl, for miles and miles, treeless 
prairies, ant1 it was 110 uncomlnon thing for a rlian to tri~vel tive hunilretl miles without seeing 
a tret.. For  a lnan that was raised in the wootls, that was no country for me to live in. 

1 went on the I'ilcitic coast: ant1 I travclrtl tliat for a thous;lnd miles, and I f'ountl in that  
country a temperature that did not vary at all. It was neither too hot in the summer or cold 
in the winter. They wore the s:u~re clothes 11ir year ;~rourid-the same suit, oftell. They slept 
under the same hed covering, antl the \vater. \vhilt: it \vas as  purr anti clear a s  crystal, tasted 
to nle like you liatl put a teasl~oonful of lye in it. Tha t  w ~ s  the troul)le there. Then it was 
six months of rain antl six months of tlry weatlicr. Now. you kno\v how tired we get of a lit- 
tle rain for two weeks. Then, again, 1 fount1 places where there were no mineral tleposits a t  
all, where they h:~uletl coal in that nortllweiter~i cou~itry for thousiintls of miles, and I found it 
was no unusual thing to haul luml~er  500 ~lrilcs. I fountl tliat their crops hacl to be irrigated 
in the summer time, esccjlt wheat. I fount1 tliey had wheat land that would make sixty or 
ninety t>ushels to the acre one out of every three years, but the other two they did not make 
more than we do here. 'l'hen I came back to Cieorgia, better satisfied than \)elore, anrl I have 
hat1 no desire since then to leave here. 

There is not a man in this audience here to-night tliat can comprel?entl the possibilities o 
this country for forty miles around C:~rtersville. Think for a. moment what you ha.ve. I am 
not going into any statistics. I am not going to ~nal<e any statement hut what you know to be  
true or what you can find out to be trur. 'l'hink of your situation here now. North of you, 
say forty or fifty ~niles, you have got the ricliest goltl fields outside of California, which was 
co~isicl~:retl \vontlerSul until that far distant country was dr~elopecl a s  n, goltl mining district. 
Just 1)elow here, in Cartoil and Haralson counties, that same vein crops out. Capital f r o ~ n  
New Orleans is tlereloping that. ant1 they Ii;~ve ;ilreacly spent over two liuntlred thousantl dol- 
lars in tleveloping that one mine. Now, this goltl vein to which l reltr, antl all geologists will 
tell you it is true, runs through this country somewhere. I tlo not lanow where it is. It is not 
far from Cartersville. It is not far from here. I t  passes cl~xvn north of east and south of west, 
ant1 runs tlo\vn through this country sonie\vIiere. \Vhat t l~ere is in that vein, what untold mil- 
lions of wealth is there, we do not know, 1)ecause i t  is i~urietl in tlie bowels of the earth. 'The 
day is coming when money \\r i l l  be usecl in tlcvcloping this mining interest, when, instead of 
the surface mining \re have had about I>alilonega ant1 in Carroll and in Haralson counties, 
they will tlo like they do in California, go down fifteen l~untlretl, two tliousantl antl three thou- 
sand feet tlirough tunnels. When they do that. how do you know hut \i~liat they will discover 
gold and silver equal to the great Co~nstock lotles in the far West, where men have made grand 
fortunes I)y owning a single share in that stock. That  is one of the remotest possibilities that  
you have around here. I only allude to it to  let you know what there is in this country within 
a radius of forty miles of Cartersville. 

In addition to  that, look at  your iron. I do not believe there is an audience in America 
that will believe what I say about your iron except a Cartersviile audience. [Applause.] You 
know what it is. I have had occasio;l within the last fifteen months to take a circuit around 
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the northern portion of this county, ancl I did not believe it until I saw it, that you had moun- 
tains of iron ore waiting, not to be mined, but simply to be blasted. There it stands. Fifty to 
ninety per cent. of solid iron, What is there in the ground ? I am told the further clo\\.n you 
go  the finer the quality is. Now, when you come around on the southern part of the county 
they tell me all these hills are filletl. 

I know it to be a fact that the iron Inen of Alabama are sending for this ore, because they 
know it is the purest ore they can get. I know the foundrymen of Chattanoo~a are sending 
for it to mix with their ores, for they say it makes a better metal. I know that Governor 
Brown, who owns the Rising Fawn furnace, tells me he makes a better quality of pig iron 
when he mixes Barto\\? iron with his red hematite. 110 !.ou know what has b2en clone with 
your manganese ore? Do you know it has been shipped to France, in great quantities? Do 
you know that they are delivering seven hundred and fifty tons to Pittsburgh, every month in 
the year? No, these are some of the things I said if I was to repeat in any other audience ex- 
cept your Cartersville audience, who are acquainted with the resources of Bartow county, I 
would not be believed. You know what the Hurricane Mountain is, and the Buford ore banks, 
and these other ore banks. You know what they are, and what they contain, and, fellow-citi- 
zens, you know what that great and good man did, who has passed away, in an age when iron 
was not used as  it is now. I refer to that venerable old man, Hon. Mark A. Cooper. [Pro- 
longed applause.] You know what he did toward developing this wealth. He mereiy took off 
the surface dirt. He did not disturb that underneath. He hat1 nothing to (lo but shovel it up 
and throw it in the furnace, and makeiron. That  was in atime when iron \v.li not used one- 
twentieth as  much a s  it is now. 

In speaking of iron we forget to consider the use to which iron is put in these days. You 
will hear a great many old fellows in this country say : '' I have heard them t;ilking about iron 
all my life, and I do not see any money in it." There is where you are m i s t a k a  The time is 
coming when you will see iron used in the place ot wood in almost everything - in the manu- 
facture of bridges, railroad ties, everything where you use wood now iron is coming in. Gen- 
eral Lawton tolcl me, in giving an account of the transportation of the troops belonging to 
Longstreet's corps from Richmond to ~ h a t t a n o o ~ a ,  that he investigatecl the track between 
these two points and that there was not a single iron bridge on that line. There was but one 
railroad line between those places. The whole of the corps had to he moved in a certain num- 
ber of clays. The  burning or breaking of a single bridge woultl have ruined the move. Now, 
to-day between those places I have mentioned, not counting the various other lines that have 
been built between these points since, there is scarcely a wooden bridge, not only iron, but they 
are steel bridges, not only iron rails, but they are steel rails, not weighing twenty-five or thirty 
pounds to the yard, but they weigh sixty to eighty, and they will increase them until they will 
make gigantic tracks that will hold engines t\vice as large as  those used now. All this con- 
sumes iron, anrl if the Hon. Mark A. Cooper had lived ancl had the same energy and vi~n that 
he had when they clestroyed his furnace, he would have lived to have realized all the hopes 
that he had plar~ted upon the shores of the Etowah. [Applause.] 

Not only ha\.e you seen these rapid strides taken in the manufacture of iron, but they have 
macle rapid s t r~des  in converting this ore into steel. You can all remember, and it has been 
only a few years back, too, ~ v h e n  steel was consideretl agreat rarity. When a man had an ax 
made, it was split open, and a little link of steel put in it. It was hard to get. T h e  present 
process of making steel had not been tliscovered then, but the scientitic men have gone on un- 
til they c'in make the pig iron that you turn out here ant1 make the purest kind of steel by at 
simple process that only costs two or three dollars a ton. They have reduced it to such a 
science that it is cheaper for railroads to use it. It is used in large public buildings for floor- 
ing and beams and rafters, for it is lighter to handle and stronger and more durable. All 
these things should go to the advantage of Bartow county. 

In addition to  what I say of your iron interests. I want to ask you where there is another 
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section of the country for miles square, where a man can build and equip a house from the 
fountlation to the dome, with all the entire finishings, and in a s  handsome a style a s  you can 
here in Cartersville or around it ? You have building material in the shape of stone; you have 
every bit of iron that is necessary. You can tile it with the finest marble in the ivorld. You 
can put up mantelpieces as  fine as  any in Italy. You can cover it with slate that cannot be 
beat in Europe or in any other country; lime, cement, and everything that is necessary about 
the builtling of a house to live, you can find in easy reach of Cartersville. You can duplicate 
Varitlerhilt's house in New York ant1 not go  out of Bartow county for material. 

Now, in addition to all these things, where can you find a country that exceetls it in agri- 
cultural resources. I have been all over the Unitetl States, but I never saw a section of 
country like you have here in Bartow, where you can diversify your crops like you do here, 
I can see cotton growing three-quarters of a bale to  the acre, hillside corn making seventy-five 
bushels to the acre, and wheat that will make twenty-five or  thirty bushels. You know you 
have that in your land, and you know it is here. You can raise all kinds of ti-uits that are not 
raisecl in tropical climates, and all kinds of flowers that are not raised in tropical countries, and 
some that are. These are some of the agricultural advantages of this country. I d o  not ex- 
aggerate when I say to you that  I do not believe there are  forty miles square in the  United 
States that has  such magnificent resources for a people to  live in as  I have describetl. 

When I have talked about this to  people, many of thern in the north, and described this 
section of country, I have always been met by one question, and that is this: " If all these 
things are there, a s  you say they are, why is it that  those people do not utilize them ? Why 
a r e  they not the richest people in the United States? Now fellow citizens that is a question 
that staggers me. Here you are, surrountled with all these blessings that  God has given to 
you, and you have let it lie in the  grountl buried, without improving it, without doing anything 
to rnake money for yourself o r  for your neighbors. 

Now, I propose to  talk t o  you plainly about it. There is but one way to get a t  it. There 
is no use to cover up anything, and I ask no favors from you. I am going to tell you the  truth, 
and  in a way not to  offend you, h u t  to let you understand what your duty is as  citizens of such 
a country as this. This section of country is not behind other parts of the southern country in 
the tlevelopment of great and good men. When I look back on the gallant soldiers of the 
Confederate army who went away from Georgia, I call to mind many of that  number of a s  
gallant men a s  were ever in a fight, coming from Bartow county. [Applause.] I have heard 
them praiseti, not only by our own soldiers, but by Northern soldiers, men who met Wofford's 
brigade, ant1 remember them until this day. [Applause and laughter.] And I have heard 
them speak of General Young and the Inen who went with him from Bartow county. [Ap- 
plause.] I say to you that there never was a more gallant lot of people anywhere than these 
people. I have heard of your tlistinguished lawyers. I have heard of pour distinguished 
physicians. I have heartl of your distinguishetl preachers, whose reputations cover t h e  whole 
country-hut I have never yet heartl of the man who has distinguished himself, with the excep- 
tion of Hon. Mark A. Cooper, in tleveloping these resources that I call your attention to. And 
I say it shows a dereliction of duty on your part. You shoultl take hold of these great re- 
sources that God hasgiven you, and show the balance of the worltl that you have faith in them 
yourselves. Whenever the outside world finds out that you believe what you say about your 
country, when they find out that you are taking hold of it with vim and vigor, then you will 
see l~eople docking here, others trying to come, willing to come and wanting to come. 

Now, what is the necessity of this ? you say. I will tell you the necessity of it. Let's 
take up the farmers first. You make a bale of cotton. I \\dl say you get fifty dollars 
for it. That is a high price, for you generally get less than that. You bring it to this town 
.ant1 sell it for tifty dollars. It costs you forty dollars to rnake that bale of cotton. It  is put on 
the railroad and goes to Boston, o r  it goes to  England, and it comes back to you people here. 
You have made it. It took forty dollars of your money to make it, and in less than six months 

Courtesy of gAd
(2005) - All Rights Reserved 
http://www.gagenweb.org
859/11>  



it'comes back in the shape of a bale of calico, and you pay about two hundred and fifty to  five 
hunrlretl dollars for it, and there was no more money expended in maklng it. Here is a n  im- 
mense excess of profit. Who gets the protit on that ? You get from five to ten dollars profit. 
They get from $200 to $300. If you coultl spin that cotton right here into goods, and keep 
that money at  home, how long would it be until the per capita of wealth of Bartow county 
would be equal to the per capita of \vealth of any county in the United States. [Applause.] 
You spend forty clollars to make that bale of cotton, clearing five or ten dollars on it, ant1 it 
goes to Ijoston or England and is turned into calico, ant1 it brings this large sum out of your 
pocket, and the mnnu;il labor that is spent in converting that cotton into goods is not equal to 
the labor you sl)end in making it. 

Now, let's take the iron. I suppos: millions of dollars have heen expentletl in digging 
manganese ore and iron ore in this county :done. It is shippetl to Uirming:lam and to Chat- 
tanooga and to L'ittsburgh, to France ant1 England, and to different countries,where they utilize 
it. I t  comes back to you in plows, hoes, nails, screws, railroarl iron, knives a ~ ~ t l  athousantl and 
one things too tedious for me to mention. You get iro~n two to iour  dollar.^ a ton for it. Of 
course it does not net you that much. You are getting no richer. You say yourselves there is 
no money in it. It cornes hack here to you in the shape of railroad iron, wh:ch is sol(l to you 
for thirty clollars a ton, nails nearly a hundred dollars, in the shape of spatlrs antl axes nearly 
two hunrlrecl dollars a ton, antl in the shape of knives. scissors and razors it is sold to you a t  
from eight hundretl to a thousand dollars a ton, and in itratch-springs-well, 1 won't venture 
to say, I woultl not be surprised, if all the watches in this audience here to-night coulcl speak, 
you \voultl hear some spring say, " I came from Bartow county." [Applause.l In watch- 
springs alone they make huntlretls of dollars per ton. Think of it. What is the difference be- 
tween this manganese ore ancl this gray metal you send out. YOIJ can take a lump not bigger 
than an  egg that will make a hundred of them. What is the difference? Why, it is labor. 
Nothing but labor. My God, you have more of that than anything else I know of. [Ap-  
plause.] 1 know there is plenty here. There is plenty where I came from, plenty of good 
men who \\rant work, plenty of gootl men willing to work, ancl plenty of good women \villing 
to work, and can work a t  all these things I speak about. 

You have to untlerstantl that this iron you take from here, the process through which it has 
to go, is a process that can be leanled by every m.ln in this house in less than a year, if he 
has any mechanical skill about him at  all. He has to understantl how to temper it. It is first 
made into steel. ant1 then rolletl out to the proper size and a watch spring is made, ant1 all you 
have to  do is to cut it off. 

1 was u p  at Newport about three summers ago, ant1 being out with a friend one (lay, I saw 
a little fellow driving a beautiful span of Ilorses, wearing tine clothes with heaver hat on and 
crape band around the hat about two inches witle, a pair of kid gloves, with a finely dressed 
woman by his side. I thought he was Jay (;auld or Vanderbilt or some other I ~ i g  man. 1 was. 
pretty gl-eerl, and I said to my friend : " What  distinguished gentleman is that in the carriage ?" 
I thought he was going to name a big hanker or  some big official, ant1 he replied: " Tha t  is a 
little fellow up here in Massachusetts that makes hairpins. [ Laughter.] I said : '' Can a man 
drive a span of horses like that and clress like he does and make hairpins ?" and my friend told 
me that he hat1 mncle a huntlrecl thousantl dollars. This gentleman knew him personally, and 
he said, Let me give you a history of that man," and he went on to teil me tha t  he was a 
poor mechanic, and he invented a little simple machine, and he started to making these hair- 
pins, and that the lady with him was his wife, and helped him to make the boxes. H e  kept 
on until he had a little house about fifty feet square, with a dozen machines making different 
size hairpins. He bought his steel wire by the wholesale, and had nothing to do but to collect 
his money. 

Well, I had hardly gotten over that until another fellow come along driving an equally fine 
pair of horses, and my friend said to me, " You see that man ?" I said, Yes." "Well," said 
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he, " that man has made a fortune making fish hooks." And he went on to tell how he man- 
aged it. He didn't do anything hut buy the steel wire of different sizes, and he had invented 
him a little machine that would cut them off a t  the right length, make the hook and the beard 
and the rough edge, ant1 he had it all fixed so that he had nothing to do but to box them up 
and sell them. 

Tha t  is where those people get ahead of us. They have their button factories, and their 
fish-hook factories, and their hair-pin factories, and a thousand and one of other factories, and 
all of them possibilities to the people of this county if they will go at it in the proper way. I 
am not drawing you any fancy picture at all. You cannot go into any avocation of life but 
what you have to use something that you can make in Bartow county, and cheaper than any- 
where else in the world. [Applause.] The ministers of the gospel have to use what you can 
make here. Lawyers, doctors, merchants, farmers and everybody else, but loafers, use what 
you can make here. 

Now, fellow-citizens, this should not be a s  it is. You have got to start you a furnace. 
When I hear these people talking about what they have done or what they are doing, and 
when I see you ladie.4 out here to-night, and see you determined men, I find that you are he- 
ginning to realize that you have to take hold of this yourselves, ancl, instead of praying to Jupi- 
ter, you are going to  put your shoulders to the wheel. Now, you have to raise this money 
for the furnace first. You will have to use some of this ore, an11 only ship the surplus. Turn 
it first into pig iron, and, when you do that, you will find some Yankee from I3oston or New 
England or Ohio who will examine very critically the quality of that pig iron. The first thing 

' 

you know he will say it is a peculiar kind of iron-I'm not going to tell you what it is because 
I don't know. I am not going to use any five dollar words to you, because I am not postetl 
on iron. But he will tell you it is the best iron adapted to his business in the world. I have 
heard others talking that way about Bartow county iron. They wouldn't send it to Chat- 
tanoop, Birmingham ant1 Pittsburg if it wasn't. He will say: " I believe I will put me up a 
little stove foundry here and make stoves out of it," and he will bring a lot of ~yorkrnen here to 
work that iron into stoves, and you will have a direct revenue from your iron, and instead of 
getting from two to four dollars a ton you will get twenty or thirty, or maybe forty or fifty dol- 
lars, owing to the quality of ore that Yanlcee gets, and 1'11 bet he gets the best in Bartow. 
You will have to go to work anti study up the various schemes. You will have to have a steel 
plant in this county, not a larger one than anybody else, but you will have to build one that 
you Inay start up without losing money at first. And you have to convert that, by a mix- 
ture of different ores, into the finest steel that can be made. Make that the desicleratum - 
that you will make the finest steel. When you clo that some fellow will come down here with 
a rolling-mill, because he cannot get it anywhere else like he can here. You can bring him 
coke and coal, ant1 bring him charcoal just as  cheap as they get it in Rirmingham, dollar for 
dallar, and, with the roacls you already have, without a single one to build when you have these 
things here, you need not subscribe any money for railroads, for they will come. They will 
always go where they can be paid to go. Aucl when you get that rolling-mill to work all you 
have to do will he to change rollers. That is all. The same machinery with a change of 
rollers will roll a hairpin or a railroacl bar. 

One rolling mill will do \venders for your town. It will start all these little iiitlustries that 
go to make a country wealthy. I t  will start u p  that hairpin man ant1 that fish-hook man and 
the horseshoe man and your wagon tire man and the plow-man and everything where iron can 
be used, ancl you need not put another dollar into it. They will come. They will come where 
they can make money. That is what they come for. 

But you tell a man to come clown here and put up a furnace, and he will say : " Why don't 
you (lo it ?" He does not know anything about what you tell him. Half of them believe you 
are lying to them if you tell them what you have. I didn't believe it myself until I came here 
and saw it. This is the God's truth. But when you back your faith with your money, it is a s  
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much as to say: '' I'll bet you so much it is there," and when you begin to roll out the iron on 
him he will begin to investigate the quality of the iron, and he will then say :  " That  is all 
right," and he will put up these things that I have told you about, and when you get all these 
things to going you will have to pass a law to keep them out of bartow county. You \\.ill 
have to keep them out, for they will crowd you so. They will come from every part of the  
world, for you have the best county in the world to live in. [Applause.] 

Now, how is it going to  benefit me ?" says the farmer. " I do not know that I care t o  
sell any of my ore; if it advances as you say it will, all I have to do is to leave it to my chil- 
dren." That is what you have said tor forty years. Your children have turned out to be law- 
yers ant1 doctors, but none have turned their attention to that. You will have to teach your 
boys to take hold of these things. Make hairpin men out of them, if nothing else. 

This thing of making money is a serious question. The  Bible does not say that money is 
the root of all evil. It is necessary to every man in this worltl. The  Bible says that it is the 
love of money that is the root of all evil. When you worship money more than your God then 
it is an evil, but the good book says, "Be ye diligent in business, serving the Lord." [Laugh- 
ter.] Get all you can honestly, for it does a great deal of good even to a Christian gentleman. 
[Laughter and applause]. I think the most God-forsaken man that I know of and entirely out 
of hope is the man that is not able to make any money, and does not know how to make it. 
I t  makes rogues and bad men, and God Almighty never intended that you should be in that 
fix. You cannot understand all that He has done. He does a great many things we do not 
understand, and sometimes I do  not try to understand what H e  does. 

You may take an acre of grass out here and turn a lot of sheep on it, and let them eat that  
grass, and it makes wool. You turn a horse on that and it makes horse hair and horse, and 
turn a goose on that and it makes goose and fzathers, and a duck, and it makes duck and 
feathers. [Laughter.] I am not smart enough to explain how it is, but God intended it for us, 
and you have to provide your grass, and then you have to turn your geese and your (lucks and 
your sheep and your horses and hogs upon it, and then you will have done your duty. It is  
your duty to profit by the possessions of these lands of yours. It is your inheritance. It be- 
longs to you, and it is just as necessary for your comfort and your temporal welfare to look 
after these things and be decent and good people as for you to  he common, ordinary citizens of 
Bartow county.. There is no trouble about it. It requires a little ingenuity and a little labor. 
You will have to come together ancl talk this thing over. If you cannot start a fifty-ton fur- 
nace take a forty-ton, and if you cannot get that take a twenty-ton, and if you cannot go that 
take a ten-ton. You have to  raise the money yourselves, and when you have started that g o  
on until you get these other things. You may be able to stop there, but I do not think you 
will, before it begins to pay. But when you do begin to go into these things and begin to 
build up, I will tell you, fellow-citizens, that you will he so completely gratified a t  the change 
that has been made in this grand old country that you will never stop your energies in the de- 
velopment of all that God has given you to develop. I say this is a part of your domain. I t  
has been entrusted to you all, rich and poor. You must scratch the dirt off of it and show it. 
You have to show it to the world by the manufacture of these articles I have n1entionPtl and 
sending them to the uttermost parts of the globe. Take these boys who want to earn wages 
ant1 give them these opportunities by the manufacture of these different articles. 

Now, I have not, as I said, heard of any very distinguished mechanics. I have looked a t  
your mines, but I do not see Bartow county people superintending them. I look at your rail- 
roads, and I do not see Bartow county people superintending them. You have immense water 
powers that are going to waste every day, but not a single one turns a wheel that makes you 
richer. All these mines are to be developed. You are looking for some Yankee to come down 
here with money, but he won't come. He is not coming. I will tell you one thing about 
Yankees, and it is the God's truth: They won't come and invest until you start with your 
money, generally speaking. They will come tlown here and live with you and make as good 
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citizens as there are in the United States, but you have to show your faith in your enterprise 
by putting your money into them, too. You won't go to their country and put your money into 
a thing they won't touch. You will not go to New England and pick out an industry that they 
let stand there and put your money in it. As soon as you develop these things and show your 
faith in this country by your works, I say they will come, and you cannot keep them out. 

How is all this to be accomplished? " I have no money ; I can't put what little I have into 
it," says one man. " I do not want to put all my earnings into this thing, for I do not know 
whether I will get  it hack or not." I will tell you what you can do. You have started on a 
very good line. You have started with an improvement company here. You just get about a 
half-dozen more. You need them organized on this plan : In the first place, you have to select 
the best men you have, select them a s  you will have to select your executors. When you die 
you k n w  who is going to be executor of your estate, and therefore you hare confidence in 
somebody in your county. You must exercise the same care in putting the best men a t  your 
inlprovement company, who will do their duty faithfully. Then let every man from Pine Log 
to  the Etowah River come into it. If you cannot subscribe but one dollar a month, keep that 
up for twelve months, or two years, or five years. Start with that until you accumulate enough. 
Let those who make ten, twenty-five or fifty clollars a month take shares. You will not miss 
it in twelve months, and you will have fifti or a hundred thousand dollars before you can say 
Jack Robinson. It gives you a nucleus. Many enterprises have started out in that way, and 
if you will follow it and get everybody interested, it will be a piece of work that will benefit 
every man in Bartow county, the poor as well as the rich. T h e  benefits will be a s  great in 
proportion to the man who owns no real estate a s  to the man who owns land. 

When you do  that and start your furnace, ascertain what it will take to put your iron into 
steel, and organize another company for converting that into steel. Then try a rolling-mill 
company, and let your people bear the burden. Then these little industries that I have re- 
ferred to will accumulate. I will venture to say that I could loan a million dollars here a t  eight 
per cent. You will get at least that much on your investments. Let the people understand 
when they enter this thing that,it is to he a certainty. Do all you can to develop your country. 
If you cannot do  all, do one. Start with the furnace. You would not think of taking a bag of 
seed cotton and putting it on your wagon and hauling it here to Cartersville to sell, unless you 
only had a fraction of a bale. But you will run it through the gin and bale it because you can 
get a better price for it, and if you could turn it into gingham or calico you would do  that. 
You will have to do that to keep your money in this country. That  is the reason the farmers 
d o  not make money. They let the people of the North and New England make it until the per 
capita of wealth in Massachusetts is ten times a s  much as it is in Georgia, and that is a coun- 
try where they have nine months of winter weather, and the balance of the weather is late fall. 
[Laughter.] You have a country where you can live a year on what it takes to keep them 
warm during that cold spell. Yet they are getting rich by the use of this skilled labor that I 
have been speaking to you about, for they understand that they will get the money out of you. 
They sell you these things a t  the highest kind of prices, and a t  the same time you are buying 
your own cotton and your own manganese and your own iron. 

Pursue the course that I have suggested and the advantages will be innumerable. Small 
manufactories will spring up all over these hills. Why, do you know how they make knives in 
England? You think they do it all in large factories. Take these little Barlow knives. They 
throw a little piece of bone and a little piece of steel into a machine, and it comes out at the 
.end in a Barlow knife. I will tell you how they make good knives. A farmer, living five miles 
off, who is a skilled mechanic, has an emery wheel and a little forge, and he goes to the factory 
himself-Rogers's, or some other large factoryman-and he gets little pieces of steel that long 
[the speaker measuring the length on his finger], and he takes them home with him, so many 
'dozen of them, and a t  the end of the week he comes back with so many large blades and so 
many small blades, and he gets his pay for that work, and he  does it at odd times, maybe a t  
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night. Another man takes the handles, and he will take them out to his house, and he wilY 
bring them back at  the end of the  week and receive his pay. Tha t  is the way handles are 
made. The knife is then put together by men in the factories. I t  gives employment to num- 
bers of people-men, women and chiltlren. 

Supl~ose you hacl a steel plant here, and some Englishman would come over and start a 
knife factory. You have a son and he learns to make these knife-blades, and you have him 
under you. He does not llave to go  to Atlanta, or Boston, or New England, away from your 
eye, but he is right there at home with you, and when you get in a tight place about your cot- 
ton crop you can just let him chop out cotton, and even while he is resting at  dinner he can 
make a knife-blade or  two. [Laughter.] That  is the way they do it over there. I t  will bring 
about so many opportunities for the unemployed people in this country. You may send your 
boys to school and teach them everything in the ~ v o ~ l d  you can, but if you do not teach them 
to work you will cause them to suffer more for it than for the want of an  education. hly father 
sent me to school, but I thank God that he had the manhood, and knew the value of it, to teach 
me, above all things, ho\v to work. 

H e  did that for me. And when I came back home after the war and found my house burneclt 
to the ground, I set to work and built the house I lived in with my own hands, and I'll tell you 
that house is stantling yet, but-I'm not living in it. [Laughter.] If he had not taught me 
how to work I expect I would be keepinga bar-room now. I do not know what I \voultl have 
done. I needed a house. and I did not have the money to buy one, or to hire a man to build 
it, and I woultl have taken any job rather than have slept out, for I got enough of that during 
the war. I cut the logs with my own hands and built the house, and I say that is a part of the 
education my father gave me. 'That is what we have to do with our sons here. W e  have to 
teach them how to d o  things with their own hands a s  well as their heads. If they get  so that 
they can live without working with their hands. then they can fall back on their heads. But if 
you teach them how to make a living with their heads, and they happen to slip up, they are not 
going to fall back on their hands. I t  is an important thing for you to understand, and more 
necessary here than anywhere else. You have to teach them to tlo some kind of work. Let 
them go out and see how the ore is mined, and when you get the furnace let them understand 
how the ore is turned into pig iron, and if you have the steel plant let them learn the  process 
of making steel. 

Ho\v (lo you know but what you have here to-clay in Bartow county young men-boys 
to-day-who will revolutionize things a s  Bessemer did ? He was nothing more than a poor 
boy, and he spent all the money he had and all he could borrow in perfecting his process. 
To-day he is worth millions. He ditl it by \\latching the process ancl making specimens, until 
he reclucecl the price of steel from $300 a ton clown to $go a ton by a simple little device that 
does not amount to a row of beans. 

Now, about the future, anrl what we ]nay expect. I heard my father say that in 1832 he 
heard the first railroad speech ever niacle in Georgia. He said he drove a wagon from Gtvin- 
nett county down to Augusta, and while he was there they hacl a railroad meeting. He said 
there was a bull-heatletl fat man-he knew his name, hut I have forgotten it-got up ant1 made 
a railroad speech, the first he ever heard, ancl he said he thought the fellow was lying, and he 
thought so up to the time he died, I reckon. He  said they had a stage line between Augusta 
and Charleston, and that they hacl acco~nplished a most wonclerful feat that day. You know 
that railroad from Augusta to Charleston when finished was the longest railroad in the world. 
He saicl this speaker said: "You are now hauling, by pour stages, seventeen ~ ~ e o p l e  a week 
from Augusta to Charleston. Why," said he, " fellotv-citizens, when we get this railroad built 
from Augusta to Charleston, with our steam engine on it and our car  behind it, we will haul a 
hundred men from Augusta to Charleston a week." I say everybody thought he  was lying 
when he said it. Tha t  was before they had any railroads. Nobody could conceive of what it 
was going to do. If that man had told them the truth, that in fifty years they would be able 
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t o  haul fifty thousand from Augusta to Charleston and back in less than a week, they would 
have thrown him out of the window. [Laughter.] Suppose ten years ago a man had told you 
that in ten years you would be able to talk to a man from here to Atlanta, and that he could 
hear you and that you could hear him, you would not have believed it, would you ? I wouldn't, 
ant1 I tlirln't for a good while ; thought there was a little ventriloquism in it. A man wanted 
me to go into that with him once, but I thought he was trying to get my money, ant1 I wouldn't 
put in it. I met that man afterwards and found that he had made three hunt1rt.d thousand 
tlollnrs for what he hat1 offered me for five hundred. He even put up his machine and let Ine 
talk through it, but I did not believe it. I thought he was fooling me. That fellow came from 
New England. 

Now you all recollect about the telegraph. Forty or fifty years ago none of us would have 
believetl that to have been possible. And if you had talked about spanning the Atlantic Ocean 
with a cable, it ~voulcl have been consitlered all moonshine. But they did it, and those engaged 
in it a11 got rich, every one of them. And to-day you can hear what is done in London before it 
occurs. They have belted this world around with lightning. 

I am no prophet. I do  not pretend to be one, but I tel! you one thing, and it does not re- 
quire any prophet to tell it to you ; that if you take off the dirt that covers up the mineral-wealth 
of Bartow county and put it into your furnace with the proper mixtures. in ten or fifteen years 
from now, you will think if I predict that land, instead of being ten, or twenty, or thirty rlollars 
an acre, will he worth five or six hundred tlollars an acre, you will think I am not telling you 
the truth, but it is true. IVhy do I know i t ?  Only the third generation is making iron in 
Pennsylvania to-clay. Yet, if you go around where they have started these manufactories, the 
land to-clay cannot be bought for five hundred dollars an acre, ancl there is not a particle of 
iron ore on it. The building of manufactories has enhanced the value of it. When you build 
your furnace ant1 other industries, every farmer within twenty-five miles of Cartersville \\.ill be 
benefitted. 

Mr. Sam Noble said when he went down to Anniston, and started to make a furnace there, 
the people were living in log houses, the farmers barely making a living, never soltl a bushel 
of apples or a hushel of potatoes, ancl never hacl anything in the worltl but what they got from 
the sale of a little cotton they hauled to Rome ; chickens were selling at five cents apiece, and 
eggs a t  five to eight cents a dozen, and they would even give them to you if they coultln't sell 
them. After he put up furnaces there, and the Inen who work at the furnaces get from one to 
three dollars a day, they buy the extra supplies those farmers have-their apples antl onions 
and vegetables, and everything they raise, antl things they gave to the hogs before, they now 
get good prices for; four or five times as much a s  thcy got for what they sold before the fur- 
nace was built. All these things came into market, and it gives the farmers good prices for 
their products, antl they have got to living in white houses, ant1 ride in top buggies, and they 
go to church regularly, ant1 pay the preacher with some of the money, and pay the lacvyers 
and doctors, and they feel gootl ant1 rich and happy, and their lands that could be bought 
whrn he went there in 1872 for three or four or five dollars an acre, are now worth thirty or 
forty dollars an acre, and the clay is coming very soon, when it will take one hundred tlollars 
an acre to buy a farm within ten miles of Anniston. 

You cannot fill up your streets with unemployed people. You must give them employ- 
fment. If you do not they will live off of you. You can put thern to digging iron ore. You 
can put them to smelting that ore. You can put them to work in the rolling-mills, ancl you 
can put them to making these little steel wires, and the first thing you know some fellow \\,ill 
come along and start that hairpin factory, and that button factory, ant1 that fish-hook factory, 
and all those people will want to eat vegetables and fruit, and your other products, and you 
will keep on until you will become one of the richest and best sections not only in the South, 

/ but in the world. 
I say this is practical common sense, and I can tell you how you can find out whether it is 
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true or not. W e  have in the United States twenty-six hundretl and fifty-two counties. Take 
the census of 1880 and look a t  the twenty counties where farm products and farming lands 
bring the highest prices, and you will find it is those counties where they have iron furnaces 
and hairpin factory and fish-hook factory, and all those kind of things that I have been talking 
about, that you can have here in Bartow county, as well as anywhere else. I say in the coun- 
ties where all farm protlucts are the highest, are those that have iron furnaces, where em- 
ployees have to have something to eat, ant1 drink and to wear, ant1 they buy it from the farm- 
ers  of the surrounding country. You have a home market for every bit of your surj)lus prod- 
ucts, anti it does not have to lie and rot and go to manure, or fed to your hogs and sheep and 
cows, unless you want to do  it to make good stock. Now, you take the twenty counties out of 
this twenty-six hundred and fifty-two counties where farming lands and farm products bring 
the smallest prices, and you will find they are those counties most remote from the manufac- 
turing centers. NOW, I refer you to the census of 1880. Study it. I t  is full of valuable in- 
formation for you. It will do  the people of Bartow county good to g o  over these questions, 
and think about them, because you are directly interested in what I say. 

I tell you now there is no spot on the globe, or I know of none, from Maine to California, and 
from the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, that have the resources that 1 allude to, in as  great pro- 
fusion as  you have here within twenty miles around your town. You have a fine climate to live 
in  the year round, and you have a soil as  valuable as  the valleys of the Mississippi. You have 
everything to make you comfortable except money, and plenty of it, and the means I have sug- 
gested, is the way to get that. 

Now, fellow-citizens, I have talked to you longer than I had intended to, for, t o  tell you the 
truth, I did not know that I was to make a speech. I thought I was coming up here to confer 
with you and help you to raise money to build a furnace. I want you to do it. I want Bartow 
county to  take hold of this thing, for there is nothing in the world that will pay you so well as. 
the fortunes that you may make for yourselves in this matter. 

Right here I want to call to mind a little fable that I learned when I was at school. and 
probably many of you remember it. You remember the man that had a wheat field, and the 
wheat was just getting ripe, when he carried his son to look at it, and he said: " My son, this 

, field of wheat is nearly ripe, and I want you to go out to-day and get all the neighbors to come- 
and help me cut it." There were some young birds in their nest in the wheat, and they heard 
what the father said to his son, and when he went off the old mother bird came back, and the 
little ones, being frightened, said : "Mother, we are going to be disturbed, and be caught." 
T h e  mother inquired the cause, and they said : '*  We heard the owner tell his son to summon 
all his neighbors to help them cut the wheat." The old bird said, " My children do not be 
frightened ; the neighbors are not coming here to help him cut his wheat." The next week 
the farmer with his son came back to look a t  his wheat, and he said, 6 '  My son this wheat is 
getting pretty ripe, and as we cannot get our neighbors in to help us, you go out on all the 
by-ways and highways and hire some men to come and help us to cut this wheat." They left, 
and in a short while the old mother bird returned, and the little ones were worse frightened 
than before, and said. .$Mother, we are gone now." The  niother asked why, and they told 
her what had occurred, and the mother bird said, " Do not be alarmed, they cannot hire any 
men in this neighborhood to help them, for their wheat needs cutting, too; you will have wings 
and be strong enough to fly, before he gets men to cut his wheat." In three or four days 
father and son came back and looked at the wheat, and it was nearly ready to fall, getting too 
ripe, and the father said: " My boy, we cannot get our neighbors to cut this wheat, and we 
cannot hire anybody to cut it ; now, we must come here next Monday morning, and cut it our- 
selves." T h e  mother bird came back, and hearing what the farmer had said, told the little 
ones " Now, it is time to move ; they have resolved to do the work themselves, and they mean 
business." And they got out of that wheat field. 

You have all this wealth in your midst, You have it here, and it needs your attention now 
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above all other things, because the interests of the world demands it of you. If you leave it 
alone, and you suffer by it, you have nobody to blame but yourselves. 'Talk to your neighbor 
who is able to subscribe, and it' he happens to be one of these really close men ivho is afraid to 
trust anybody, make him one of the trustees. You raise the money, I say, to build that fur- 
nace. ,You raise it for the purpose of doing what I told you, and the balance will come to you. 
Show your faith by your works first, and, when you have done that, you will live to bless t h e  
day when you made up your minds to cut your wheat yourselves. [Applause.] 

K EELY, CAPTAIN JOHN. For nearly a quarter of a century there was no 
name better known in Atlanta, if indeed in the whole State of Georgia, 

than that of the late Captain John Keely, and no commercial history of the 
city of his home and honorable achievements would be complete which failed 
to give prominent mention of his successful career. H e  was born in the beau- 
tiful little village of Newtownbarry, county of Wexford, Ireland, in I 839, and is  
a son of Thomas and Cecelia Keely. After having received a good English 
education in his native town, a t  the age of twelve years he began his business 
career in Dublin as a clerk in a dry goods store. He was employed for 
seven years in this capacity and displayed such capability that, a t  the end of 
this time, he was employed t o  fill a situation at the head of a department in 
the largest dry goods house in Quebec, Canada. Reaching that city he re- 
mained there one year, when, having completed his engagement, he went t o  
New York. He was kept busy in New York about twenty months, having 
charge of the silk department in one of the leading dry goods houses in the  
metropolis. 

Having a strong desire to visit the South, in 1858 he came to Atlanta and 
entered the employ of the dry goods house of Halpin & Myers. While in 
their employ he became a member of the Jackson Guards, a militia company 
then existing in the city. After a year's connection with the company the  
struggle between the States began, and those who had been ''playing soldiers" 
in times of peace were confronted with all the realities of war. The Jackson 
Guards were called upon by the State of Georgia to  act in her defense, and 
promptly answered the call. The company was enrolled in June, 1861, a s  
Company " B," Nineteenth Georgia Infantry, and atnong the members was 
young Keely as second lieutenant. He had before served as an officer of the 
company, and when the State of his adoption called for defenders he bravely 
responded, fired with all the love of daring that has made his race honorable 
in the military annals of the world. 

The Nineteenth Regiment became a part of Lee's army and served most of 
the time in Virginia, but on two occasions was withdrawn from that State. 
On one instance it was called to  the defense of Charleston, S. C , where it re- 
mained for eight months, during which time it contributed a portion of the  
garrison at Forts Sumter and Wagner. When it was withdrawn from Charles- 
ton it  was hurried on to Florida and became a part of the army which fought 
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at Olustee, or Ocean Pond, prior to which Lieutenant Keely was promoted to 
the rank of captain. After the conclusion of the Florida campaign the Nine- 
teenth was ordered back to Charleston. While stationed here Captain Keely 
with fifty men was sent to the defense of Fort Sumter, where he rendered val- 
uable service for thirty days. In the meantime the regiment, with the balance 
of the brigade, rejoined Lee's army. Captain Keely with his command re- 
turned to his regiment while stationed at Drury's Bluffs and participated in 
the campaign that followed, including the hard fought battles of Cold Harbor, 
siege of I'etersburg, and other engagements which marked the close of the war. 
The Nineteenth, in December, 1864, bkcanle a part of General Hooker's divi- 
sion, which was ordered to Wilmington,' N. C., arriving there on the day Fort 
Fisher was captured by the Federal forces. The comnland afterwards partici- 
pated in the battles of Kingston aud Bentonville. I n  the latter battle Captain 
Keely's leg was broken by a bullet while charging the Federal breastwork on 
Sunday morning, March 19, 1865. He lay wounded for five months in Raleigh, 
N. C., during which time Lee and Johnson had surrendered. From the effects 
of that wound he never fully recovered, and it finally proved the direct cause 
of his death. . 

For nearly four years Captain Keely was in almost constant and continuous 
service in the field, and with a command which, in many of the most hotly 
contested battles of the civil war, gained a record for soldierly qualities, bravery 
and daring unsurpassed. He proved himself a model soldier and well sus- 
tained the martial reputation of his countrymen. Another has said of him : 
" He served with great gallantry and was one of the most popular men in the 
army. Brave to a fault, generous, brilliant and witty, he was the soul of the 
camp fire." Indeed, he was every inch the soldier, both in personal appear- 
ance and in bravery. He possessed the qualities of which great generals are 
made, and had the war lasted longer he would have certainly reached high 
rank. 

After he had partially recovered from the effects of his wound he returned 
to Atlanta and entered the etnp!oy of John M. Gannon as a clerk, in the dry 
goods store which occupied the site of the building where his entire mer- 
cantile career was afterward spent. He remained in Mr. Gannon's employ for 
four years, when, with the money he had saved, he purchased the business. 
His career from that time until his death is well known to every resident of 
Atlanta. Under his management business rapidly increased, and to meet the 
demands of his trade additional store room was added from time to time, and 
for several years prior to his retirement from mercantile business, in the sum- 
mer of 1888, the stores, Nos. 58, 60, 62 and 64 Whitehall and 8 and ro Hun- 
ter streets, were used in conducting his extensive retail trade, probably the 
largest in the Southern States, sixty-five to eighty persons being employed in 
the various departments. The development of such an enormous business in 
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a comparatively few years by one who came to Atlanta at the close of the war 
a penniless Confederate soldier, exhibited his wonderful business generalship as 
well as undeviating honesty and integrity. For more than twenty years his 
name was the synonym of accurate business methods, faithfulness to every obli- 
gation and whole-souled congeniality, such as made him esteemed, trusted and 
beloved in commercial circles all over the country. In the summer of 1888 he 
retired from the great mercantile interest his indefatigable industry and unsur- 
passed business sagacity had created, intending henceforth to devote his ener- 
gies to less exacting and onerous pursuits. But his well earned period of rest 
was not to come, as he had longed and fondly hoped. H e  had for some 
years been in feeble health, his old army wound being a source of almost con- 
stant pain. At  the time he closed out his business he was suffering from ner- 
vous prostration, and he sought relief at  a neighboring health resort, only to 
return home more enfeebled. An abcess added to his sufferings, and from the 
excessive pain he endured he became unconscious a few days prior to his death. 
Blood poisoning ensued, and on the 18th of July, 1888, surrounded by his 
loving family and friends, his spirit winged its flight to the regions of eternal 
life. 

When the announcement of his death was made known in the city where 
he had so long and worthily lived, the expressions of grief were universal, sin- 
cere and profound. His loss seemed a personal bereavement to all. Stores 
on all the principal streets were draped in mourning and for the first time in 
its history was seen in Atlanta a sight which had never been seen before-the 
city in mourning for one of her private citizens. The city press declared his 
loss was that of the people, and paid extended and eloquent tribute to his 
worth. Editorially the Co?zstitzttion voiced the popular estimate of his exalted 
character as follows : 

"There are few if any of its citizens that Atlanta could less afford to spare 
than Captain John Keely, whose death occurred yesterday, after but a brief ill- 
ness resulting from a wound received during the war. 

"The announcement in yesterday's Co~zstitutio~t that he was seriously ill 
was read with surprise, and the general sympathy expressed for him was a high 
tribute to his extensive acquaintance and his widespread popularity. 

" Of great personal magnetism, genial disposition, of the strictest integrity, 
both in his social and business life, kind-hearted and charitable, generous as a 
man, and liberal and enterprising as a citizen, Captain Keely has long been 
one of the most popular of the well-known meri of Atlanta. His name has 
long been a household word, not only in the city, but throughout the State, 
and in the management of the great business which he built his career has been 
an inspiring example of what pluck, enterprise and honest dealing can accom- 
plish. He has always possessed the entire confidence of those who knew him, 
and in all of his transactions his name is unclouded with a single reproach." 
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The corporations, societies and associations of which he had been a part, 
gave expression to their grief and spoke their admiration of the dead in reso- 
lutions that uttered no empty praise. The merchants, called together to pay 
their tribute of praise among other kind words of eulogy, bore the following 
testimony to his worth : 

" As a neighbor, friend, competitor and gentleman he was ever generous, 
honorable and courageous, and ever willing to adopt those measures that were 
for the betterment of business and humanity. 

' I  In his sad taking away we feel ourselves the loss of a warm friend and a 
charming~companion, and that the city of Atlanta has, by the decree of God, 
lost one of her most estimable, valued and progressive citizens." 

The members of the Chamber of Commerce passed the following resolution 
of respect to his memory: 

" I t  is with a sense of profound sadness that we record the decease of that 
most popular and prosperous merchant, Captain John Keely, who was an hon- 
ored and esteemed member of this chamber. Cut off in the prime of life and 
zenith o f  usefulness, no man was ever mourned by a greater number of friends 
among all classes of Atlanta's citizens than is Captain John Keely. 

" He was the very soul of honor, generous, brave and courteous in all the 
relations of life. As  a business man, the multitude of friends who mourn his 
loss, and the splendid fortune he has achieved it1 his chosen profession, in which 
he was recognized as a prince-these are living witnesses to his honesty, moral 
integrity and fine business qualities." 

The funeral of Captain Keely. on Friday, July 2oth, was a notable event. 
I t  amounted to a popular demonstration. The universal popularity of the dead 
man was most powerfully shown. No mere private citizen ever had a grander 
tribute paid to his memory. Business was almost entirely suspended. Nearly 
every store was closed and many of them were draped in the sable garb of 
mourning. I t  seemed as if the entire population of the city gathered together 
t o  do honor to his memory, and surely it was a most fitting tribute to the end- 
ing of a noble and manly career. such a tribute of affection and respect as shall 
ever keep green his gracious memory. 

Captain Keely was married in 1869 to Miss Ella Neal, daughter of Jolin 
Neal, one of the most successful citizens of Atlanta, and whose integrity and 
true nobility of character are well known throughout the Southern States. To 
Captain Keely and wife four children-all boys-have been born, the oldest of 
whom is attending Sewanee College, Tennessee. Captain Keely was a mem- 
ber of and senior warden of St. Philip's Episcopal Church, and for the last 
seventeen years had been a member of the vestry. 

Few men have been more successful in business than Captain Keely, and 
the lives of few men furnish better or more inspiring examples. He was the 
architect of his own fortune, and right use did he make of every opportunity 
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for advancement. As a young man he was faithful to every trust, and by hard 
work and self-denial laid the foundation of a rounded, symmetrical character. 
On the field of battle, amid dangers, trials and hardships, he never failed to do 
his duty regardless of consequences, and one of the grandest legacies he 
leaves behind him is his heroic service in behalf of principles he believed to be 
right. When the questions which had been submitted to the arbitrament of 
battle were settled by the surrender at  Appomattox, he accepted the result like 
a true soldier and returned to take up the avocations of peace. He wasted no 
time in vain regrets, and with hopeful courage began the struggle for a liveli- 
hood at  the lowest round of the ladder. He worked hard, saved his money, 
and in a few years was master of the'adverse circumstances that had surrounded 
him. Within nineteen years after he commenced business for himself he amassed 
a comfortable fortune and rose to the very front rank of Atlanta's most success- 
ful merchants. The secret of his success can be found in his thorough mastery 
of his business, rugged honesty and hard work, directed by intelligent effort. 
The allurements of politics or of official position never had charm for him, and 
his participation in public affairs were only such as a private citizen interested 
in the promotion of the public good. He was appointed on the staff of Gov- 
ernor McDaniel, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and held the same hon- 
orary position under Governor Gordon, both of which appointments were unex- 
pected. but compliments he highly appreciated. He ever exhibited a liberal 
public spirit and a ready willingness to contribute of his time and his means, 
to every deserving public enterprise. But it is as a merchant that John Keely 
was best and most widely known. From the exciting days of 1865 until his 
life work was ended he was an active force and a powerful factor in the mer- 
cantile ranks of Atlanta, and his eminent success and unsullied record gave 
him a place second to none in the confidence and esteem of the people of 
Georgia He was affable and courteous in manner and had a genial disposi- 
tion, which naturally attracted friends, while the unbounded warmth and depth 
of his friendship enkindled responsive feelings of loyal attachment. That he 
should have succeeded beyond the measure of most men was but the natural 
sequence of rare ability and indefatigable industry united to honorable methods 
and worthy motives. His career should be an inspiration to every ambitious 
young man, and in every way it is worthy of imitation. 

I NMAN, SAMUEL M. is known as the ideal citizen of Atlanta, perhaps no 
man ever attained in any community such peculiar distinction as he holds 

in this. He has never held office, persistently declining all suggestions on that 
line. And yet there has not been a day in the last ten years when he could 
not have had, without the asking, and without opposition, any office within the 
gift of the people. For him simply to have consented to accept any office at 
any stage of a campaign would have resulted in the withdrawal of a11 other 

12* 
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candidates, such is the confidence of the people in his integrity, and such their 
devotion to him personally. 

This distinction has not been won by any brilliant coz~p, or by any special- 
ly brilliant gifts. It  is the result of a life of quiet and even strength, of a pur- 
pose at all times certain, the best interest of the people, of a Christian manli- 
ness and loyalty underlying every action, and flavoring the whole life. In 
every enterprise that promises to advance the city of Atlanta he is foremost, 
and his influence is always cast without fear, and without prejudice for that 
which is best. His name heads every subscription list to worthy enterprise, 
and his liberality sets the pattern which other men emulate. but which no man 
equals. To the Young Mens' Christian Association he gave $s,ooo ; to  the 
technological school $5.000; to a hospital for white and colored he has offered 
to give $ro,ooo; to everything he gives, and so quietly, and so modestly that 
half of his benefactions are not suspected. He seeks opportunity to do good, 
and to be helpful to his fellow citizens, and his city. On one occasion the richer 
member of a prominent tirm, with which he had no connection whatever, and 
with the surviving partners of which he had but small acquaintance, died. Mr. 
Inman a t  once sought the survivors, and said, " your business is important to 
Atlanta. Your house is one of the strongest pillars in its commercial fabric I 
do not know what temporary effect the death of your partner may have, and I 
have called to say to you that my check for $SO,OOO is at your disposal if you 
should need it." 

The offer was declined with thanks. One of the members of the firm told 
the writer of the occurence, and Mr. Inman will learn, when he reads these 
pages, for the first time, that his course in this matter is even known to a hu- 
man being outside of himself and the members of the firm. 

Mr. Inman was born a t  Dandridge, in Jefferson county, Tenn., on Febru- 

ary 19, 1843. He is the son of S. W. and Jane (Martin) Inman. He received 
his primary education a t  schools in and about Dandridge, and, coming 
from a strong Presbyterian family, was sent to Princeton College, where his 
education was completed. When he was eighteen years of age he entered the 
army, joining Company K, of the First Tennessee Cavalry, which was con- 
nected with General Johnson's army. During the most of the war he served 
as lieutenant of his company, and was endeared to his men by the same quali- 
ties of loyalty and unselfishness that have made him so beloved since, and was 
known throughout his regiment and command as one of the best and most 
fearless of soldiers. Near the close of the war he was detailed to special duty 
o n  the division staff, and surrendered with the army, and now holds his hon- 
orable parole as one of his most valued treasures. After the war he settled in 
Augusta and went into business. H e  remained there about a year, and in the 
spring of I 867 removed to Atlanta, which city has since been his home. In I 867 
he established, with his father, the cotton house of S. W. Inman & Son. The 
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firm name was changed to S. M. Inman & Co. in 1869 This house has been 
wonderful ~rprosperous, and is the largest cotton house in the South. It practi- 
cally contr ,Is the cotton business of Atlanta, and has a branch l~ouse in Hous- 
ton, Tex  , :vhich does perhaps the largest business in that State. The firm, or 
members o f  it, are interested in cotton compresses throughout the South, and 
the aggre,;ate business done is enormous. Mr. It~tllan has the rare faculty of 
judging men by intuition, and has surrounded himself both in Texas and in 
Georgia with a corps of partners and etnployces almost unequaled in its integ- 
rity and efficiency. Every department of the business is in competent hands, 
and while Mr. Inrnan is devoted to the great firm of which he is the head, the  
admirable management and arrangement of the business is such that he has 
much leisure for other enterprises and other interests. From the firm he draws 
an income that would long ago have made him a millionaire had not his un- 
usual generosity prevented. I t  is estimated that he is now worth from three- 
quarters of a trlillion to a million dollars, and his business is such that his an- 
nual income exceeds the interest on that amount. He is connected with many 
collateral enterprises, is a large stockholder in the Co?zstitutio~z Publishing Com- 
pany, is a large real estatc owner in Atlanta, and has perhaps a quarter mil- 
lion dollars invested in the stocks of other enterprises i n  and about the city. 
He was married in I 868 to Miss Jennie Dick, of Rome, Ga., a most admirable 
lady, who still graces his household and dispenses charming hospitality to his 
large circle of friends. He has two sons and a daughter and finds no happier 
place than in his handsome and delightful home in the midst of his interesting 
family. He occupies one of the costliest, and most luxurious homes in Georgia. 

Mr. Inmat1 is a member of one of the strongest families in this country. 
His brother, Mr. John H. Inman, is the head of the firm of Inman, Swann & 
Co., of New York, president of the West Point Terminal Company which con- 
trols the Richmond and Danville, the East Tennessee, and the Georgia Central 
systems of railroads, embracing I 1,000 miles of rail, and four million dollars 
worth of steamships, is also a director in the Loiiisville and Nashville Koad 
with 3,500 miles of rail, and a director in such institutions in New York as the 
Fourth National Rank and the New York Life Insurance Company. The re- 
maining brother, Mr. Hugh Inman, is worth perhaps a million and a half, owns 
the Kimball House in Atlanta, and other valuable property. The late Mr. 
William H. Inman rated at $~,OOO,OOO, was a member of this firm, and Mr. 
Walker Inman, of Atlanta, nearly or quite a millionaire, is a member of the 
firm of S. M. Inman & Co. Mr. Swann, the remaining member of Inman, 
Swann & Co., is also connected with the Inman family. This makes an ag- 
gregated strength of millions of dollars, and a credit and prestige that is simply 
without limit. Mr. S. M. Inman is perhaps the safest adviser of the family. 
Upon his wise conservatism, and his far reaching sagacity, both of his broth- 
ers, while each is strong in his individuality, largely relies. H e  is a member 
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of the directory of most of the railroad enterprises embraced in what is now 
known as the Inman System, and which covers almost every railroad stretch- 
ing from Richmond to Montgomery, and from Bristol to Savannah. In these 
boards he is an active and earnest member, giving himself mainly to those de- 
tails of the business which most largely concern the public welfare. He is al- 
ways in the front of practical advancement of his people. To his efforts more 
than to any other man is due the technological school of Georgi(1, the most 
hopeful experiment in practical education in the last twenty years. To this 
school he gave five thousand dollars out of his own pocket, and stcured from 
Atlanta $75.000 and an annuity of $2,500 a year. He was also irlstrumental 
in securing from the State the appropriation which built the school. The gov- 
ernor at once appointed him a member of the board of commissioners, and to 
his wise management and close attention to details is largely due the superb 
buildings which stand as a monument to taste and economy. This school is 
better equipped with machinery than any technological school in America, sur- 
passing by the testimony of Professor Higgins, of Worcester, Mass.,the equip- 
ment of the famous school at that place. The Legislature has just appropriated 
eighteen thousand dollars a year to its support, and in the conte: t over educa- 
tional institutions of Georgia it proved to be most popular, and weaker institu- 
tions, leaning on its popular strength, were carried through. 

This is a hurried summary of a life about which nothing els: can be said 
than praise. It is not an eventful or noisy life. There is little of the cataract or 
babbling. It is rather a strong and even and quiet life. I t  is the river, mighty, 
but placid, fructifying every land through which it passes, enriching wherever 
it touches, and attracting attention, not by the noise of its rushing waters, but 
by the golden fields and green meadows that girt its banks near and far. 

L OGAN, DR. JOSEPH PAYNE, of Atlanta, was born in Botetourt county, 
Va., in November, 1821,  and is a son of Rev. Joseph D. Logan, who was 

a Presbyterian minister. He was educated in Lexington, Va., and for a time 
attended Washington College at that place. His medical education was re- 
ceived at the Virginia Medical College, Richmond, Va., and the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, from which institution 
he graduated in 1841. He began the practice of his profession in Culpcpper 
county, Va., and removed to Atlanta in 1854. After the war he lived for sev- 
eral years in Baltimore, Md., but in 1868 permanently located in Atlanta, 
where he has since been engaged in a gen'eral medical practice. 

During the latter part of the first year of the civil war he became a sur- 
geon in the Confederate army, and served in that capacity until the war closed. 
He was a professor of the principles of medicine in the Washington University, 
Baltimore, during his residence in that city, and has been professor of physi- 
ology in the Atlanta Medical College. He is a member of the Georgia Medi- 
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cal Association, and of the American Medical Association, and has been pres- 
ident of the former, and vice-president of the latter. For several years he was 
editor of the AtZa?zta Medical a d  Surgical Journal. He was a member of the 
State Board of Health of Georgia for some years, by appointment of the gov- 
ernor, and was the author of a report upon smallpox, submitted to that board, 
and chairman of the committee of the board reporting to the governor upon the 
epidemic of yellow fever in Savannah. He was also a member of the first 
board appointed by the city council of Atlanta to organize and conduct the 
public schools of Atlanta in I 869. 

Dr. Logan is still actively engaged in the practice of his profession, and is 
at the present time in years of practice one of the oldest practitioners in the 
city. He has ever enjoyed the full confidence of his patients and brother prac- 
titioners in his professional ability, while his reputation as an exemplary citi- 
zen has always been of the highest. His practice has been general in charac- 
ter, and attended with a high degree of pecuniary and professional success. 
Since its organization he has been a member of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, and for many years has been an elder. 

He  was married in 1843 to Miss Ann E. Pannell, of Orange county, Va., 
who died in April, 1885. His present wife was Miss Alice Clark, of Atlanta, 
whom he married in June, 1887. 

* M ARKHAM, COLONEL WILLIAM, of Atlanta, was born in Goshen, 
Conn., October g, 1.8 I I ,  and is a son of William and Ruth (Butler) Mark- 

ham. His paternal ancestors came from England and settled in Middletown, 
Conn., in 1663. His father was a farmer, and for many years resided at New 
Hartford, where he died at the age of seventy-one years. At  the latter place 
the subject of this sketch was educated and remained until I 833, when he came 
to North Carolina, and spent two years in that State. In 1835 he came to 
Georgia and located in Augusta, and for the following year his business called 
him to different parts of the State. In 1836 he located in McDonough, Henry 
county, where he remained for fourteen years engaged in farming and mer- 
.chandising, and while residing here in 1853 married a daughter of William 
Berry, of that county. Two children were born to them a son, Marcellus 0. 
Markham, and a daugnter, the wife of Robert J. Lowry, of Atlanta. 

Colonel Markham was successful in his business ventures in  McDonough, 
and in 1853 moved to Atlanta. At  this time the city contained but three 
thousand eight hundred inhabitants, and bore little resemblance in appear- 
ance or size to the Atlanta of to-day. Soon after his arrival he purchased 
the three-story brick building on the corner of Whitehall and Alabama street, 
&own as Parr's Hall, and added five stores. From that time to the present 
Colonel Markham has continued to be one of the leading real estate owners in 
.the city, and from I 85 3 to the breaking out of the war he erected r I 8 stores and 
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other buildings. In  I 856 he established with Lewis Scofield a rolling-mill, the 
first ever started in the South, and engaged in rolling railroad iron until the lat- 
ter part of the war, when the concern was sold to the Confederate government. 
So thoroughly did Colonel Markham become identified with the new city of At- 
lanta after his arrival, both by purchase of real estate and connection with its 
business interests, that during the sarne year of his arrival he was elected on 
the Whig ticket as mayor of the city. A t  that time the city contained a large 
number of lawless characters, to restrain whom devolved almost solely upon 
the mayor. Mayor Markham was fully equal to the task, and during his ad- 
ministration the laws were rigidly enforced, and a period of unt~sual quiet and 
order prevailed. During his term the city hall was built and several measures 
of great public necessity were carried out. 

Refore the war between the States began, Colonel Markham, seeing the in- 
evitable drift of affairs, was among the comparatively few in Atlanta who cou- 
rageously advised against secession, and warned the people against the appeal 
to arms. During the period of hostilities he remained true to the side of the 
Union, and did all in his power to add to the comfort of Federal prisoners, 
stationed at Atlanta as well as to the Confederates. 

After the Confederate soldiers abandoned all hope of retaining the city 
against the assaults of the Federal army, Colonel Markham was appointed one 
of the committee by Mayor Calhoun to surrender the city to General Sherman. 
When the Union forces took possession of the city Colonel Markham was 
selected by General Sherman with James Dunning, H. C. Holcomb and Lewis 
Scofield to annpunce to the Federal authorities the Union and Confederate 
sympathizers. When the order was given by General Sherman that the in- 
habitants should leave the city, Colonel Markham went North, and remained 
until the war closed. To-day, after the lapse of nearlv a quarter of a century 
since the war, Colonel Markham has naught to regret for the course he pur- 
sued during this trying period of the nation's life, and considers one of the 
richest legacies he has to leave his children is the fact that he was then true to 
the government of the United States. 

In June, 1865, Colonel Markham returned to Atlanta, and was among the 
first of its refugee citizens to return. He immediately began to do his part in 
the rebuilding of the city, and by the erection of buildings, both private houses 
and stores, did much to restore confidence in its future. Since his identifica- 
tion with the city he has erected forty- eight buildings, which includes some of 
the finest dwellings and business blocks in Atlanta. In 1875 he built the 
Markham House, which is one of the leading hotels in the city, and since the 
war his time and attention have been almost solely devoted to the manage- 
ment of his extensive real estate interest, which has largely grown and expand- 
ed during recent years. 

Prior to the formation of the Republican party Colonel Markham was a. 
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Whig in political faith, but has since acted with the former organization in 
State and national affairs, while in local politics he supports candidates of his 
choice regardless of political lines. In 1876 he was the Republican candidate 
for Congress in the fifth district, accepting the candidacy more for the purpose 
of maintaining party organization than hope of being elected. Although he 
was defeated, he made, under the circu~~~stances, a most creditable contest 

Ever since his residence in Atlanta Colonel Markham has been a mernber 
and active worker in the First Presbyterian Church. He was early elected an 
elder, and organized the first Presbyterian Sabbath school in the city ; was in- 
strumental in forming Sabbath schools in other places, and he was actively en- 
gaged in this branch of church work for sixteen years. He is also connected 
with the Young Men's Christian Association, and in the promotion of all reli- 
gious and charitable work has been a generous contributor. For the last twelve 
years he has taken a deep interest in orange cultivation in Florida, and owns 
an orange grove of one hundred acres eight miles from Sanford, on the We- 
kiva River. 

Colonel Markham has contributed in many ways to the advancement of 
Atlanta. Here all his interests are centered, and his money and talents have 
been almost solely devoted to the development of the city. He is a man of 
good business judgement, careful and methodical in habits, and has proven his 
unbounded faith in the future growth and prosperity of the capital city. He 
freely contributes to all benevolent objects, while his brivate charities, always 
unostentatious, are bestowed in an unstinted way. His sturdy honesty and 
unbending integrity in all business affairs are known to all who have had busi- 

. 
ness relationship with him, and no man in Atlanta possesses more unreservedly , 

the trust and confidence of the commercial community. His life, viewed from 
all sides has been a success, and in all the relations of a father, husband and 
citizen alike honorable and worthy of imitation. Although past the allotted' 
three score and ten his mental and physical vigor gives promise of years of 
usefulness, and that he may live many years to enjoy a well earned repose, is 
the wish of every friend of the city which his years of honorable toil has en- 
riched and tnade more prosperous. 

M ILES, WILLIAM BURTIS was born in Champaign county, O., and is a 
son of Abram C. and Martha J. (Miller) Miles. His parents were of Welch 

and German descent. His father was a contractor and builder, and through 
the State of Ohio erected numerous public and private buildings. He  died in 
1875, but his wife is still living, and resides with the subject of this sketch in 
,\tlan ta. 

W. B. Miles lived with his parents at West Liberty, O., during most of the 
years of his boyhood, where he received a common school education. A t  the 
age of nineteen he enlisted as a private in Company "8," First Regiment of 
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New York Sharpshooters, but was soon after promoted to the rank of sergeant- 
major of the regiment. This command formed a part of the Army of the Poto- 
mac, and participated in all the principal engagements in which this division 
of the Union forces took part until the war closed, when Mr. Miles was mus- 
tered out of service at  Rochester, N. Y. 

After the war he settled in Toledo, O., and began his career as a contractor 
and builder. The most prominent of the early buildings erected by him were 
the Masonic Temple and Hotel Madison at Toledo. He remained alone until 
1882, when I. K. Cramer and Charles D. Horn became associated with him 
as partners under the firm name of Miles, Cramer & Horn. Mr. Cramer re- 
tired in 1884, and from that time until the death of Mr. Horn in August, 
1887, the firm name was Miles & Horn. 

Besides the construction of many business blocks and private residences in 
Toledo, Mr. Miles erected court-houses and other public buildings in Michigan, 
Indiana and Ohio. In 1884 he and his partner secured the contract to erect 
the State capitol at Atlanta, and i n  the fall of that year he moved to this city, 
where he has since been principally engaged in prosecuting this work. This 
building, finished in January, 1889, is the finest structure in the State, and the 
admirable manner of its construction will be a fitting monument to the skill 
and honesty of Mr. Miles, under whose personal supervision and direction the 
work progressed. 

Onerous as have been the duties in connection with the capitol building, it 
has not consumed all the time and energies of Mr. Miles. He is president of 
the Atlanta Bridge and Axle Company, which is the only bridge company 
engaged in building iron and steel bridges throughout the South, and employs 
about three hundred men. 

Mr. Miles is also general manager of the Southern Marble Company, which 
was organized in 1886, and now has offices in Cincinnati and Atlanta. The 
quarries and mills of the company are located in Pickens county, Ga., and the 
superior quality of marble obtained from this section of the State has devel- 
oped into an extensive enterprise. 

Mr. Miles was married in I 868 to Sarah M. Morehead, of Ottawa, 0. They 
have had four children, three of whom are living. Mr. Miles and his wife are 
members of the First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. 

Although he has been only a few years a resident of Atlanta Mr. Miles has 
become thoroughly identified with the city by extensive business interests. 
He has been remarkably successful in his line of work, and has the power to 
carry on large and varied enterprises without difficulty, and in such a way as 
to secure the best results. He possesses executive force of unusual degree, and 
in the management of large bodies of men has attained a high degree of suc- 
cess. The rapid progress he has made is the best proof of the honorable man- 
ner in which he has performed his business obligations. His record in this re- 
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gard has secured for him the unbounded confidence of the people, and is the 
.best guarantee that whatever interest is intrusted to him will receive faithful 
and honest attention. His selection of Atlanta as a permanent home has in 
numerous ways advanced the material welfare of the city, while the progress 
and development of the enterprises with whic!i he is connected will still further 
add to  the general prosperity. 

M YNATT, COLONEL P. L., one of the leading lawyers of Atlanta, was , 

born in Knox county, Tenn., about fifty years ago, and is a son of Joseph 
and Eliza (Hickle) Mynatt, the former of English and the latter of German 
descent. His ancestors settled in Virginia before the Revolution, and here 
both of his parents were born. His father was a farmer and the early life of 
the subject of this sketch was passed upon a farm. His elementary education 
was received at the old field school of his native town. He  afterwards at- 
tended Marysville College in Blount county, Tenn., from which he gradu- 
ated in 1850. After a short period in teaching school in DeKaIb county, Ala., 
he began the study of law at home, supplemented by a term in the Lebanon 
law school of Middle Tennessee. H e  was admitted to the bar in 1855, and at 
once began the practice of his profession at Jacksboro, Campbell county, Tenn. 
Here he  remained but a shorc time, when desiring a wider field, he removed 
to Knoxville, Tenn., where he was gaining a lucrative practice when the war 
between the States began. In  this struggle, by conviction, education and ties 
of kindred his svmpathies - were naturally with the Confederate cause. He ac- 
cordingly in the early part or' the war united with Company B, of the Sixty- 
sixth Confederate Regiment of Tennessee Infantry, which for several months 
was mainly engaged in guarding bridges. In  the early part  of 1862 he enlisted 
in Company I, Second Cavalry Regiment, commanded by Colonel Henry 
Ashby, and during the battle of Murfreesboro he was made comtnissary of the 
First Cavalry Regiment under Colonel James E. Carter. While serving in this 
capacity he was made comniissary of the cavalry corps commanded by  Gen- 
eral W. Y. C. Humes, which formed a part of General Wheeler's,cavalry com- 
mand. H e  remained in the latter position until the close of the war, and was 
paroled at Charlotteville, May 3, 1565. During his extended military career 
Colonel Mynatt served principally on staff duty, and was almost constantly in 
the field, exposed to  all the dangers of many of the most hard fought battles 
of the rebellion. 

After the close of the war Colonel Mynatt came to Atlanta, and no young 
attorney ever begail the practice of his profession under circumstances of more 
discouragements. Not only was the field selected at that time anything but 
promising, but his books and property in Tennessee had been confiscated, and 
without money or aid of friends, he was cotnpelled to conlmence life anew. 
Pressing necessities gave him no time to waste over useless regrets, and in hard 

13* 
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work and patient industry he began to lay the foundation of his present de- 
served success at  the bar. His clientage increased rapidly, and but a short 
time elapsed after his removal to Atlanta before he had acquired as profitable 
a practice as held by any member of his profession in the city. His position 
as one of the ablest members of the Atlanta bar was soon gained, and during. 
the many years that have since gone by, not only has this position been main- 
tained in a vigorous contest for professional laurels, but it is not too much to* 
say that few, if any, in the State stand higher in the estimation of the members 
of his profession for his thorough knowledge and mastery of the principles of 
law. His practice has been general in character, but has pertained principally 
to civil and especially corporation cases. He has been connected with some of 
the most important litigations in Atlanta, a notable case being a suit brought by. 
the bondholders against the Air Line Railroad, involving $ I  ~,ooo,ooo. In this- 
case Colonel Mynatt was the principal attorney of the railroad, and was op- 
posed by some of the leading lawyers of the State. It attracted wide attention 
by the new and novel legal questions it gave rise to, as well as the large amount 
of money involved. After a long and closely contested fight, it was decided. 
in Colonel Mynatt's favor, and is justly considered one of his greatest legal vic- 
tories. Another test of his legal ability was furnished in 1885, in the noted 
contest relative to the constitutionality of the prohibition enactments. This 
case grew out of the adoption by the people of Atlanta of prohibitory laws,. 
restraining the sale of intoxicating liquors. It was sought by a few liquor man- 
ufacturers, representing large capital, to have these laws set aside as unconsti- . tutional. Several of the ablest lawyers of the State appeared on each side, and 
Colonel Mynatt was selected as the leading counsel for the defense. He  won 
in both the State and Federal Courts, and probably no legal fight in Georgia 
was more thoroughly and ably conducted by the respective counsel. He  was 
also leading counsel in the State railroad commission case, commenced in 1879. 
and continued for more than three years. This litigation grew out of the adop- 
tion by the State of the law creating the present railroad commission. After 
the appointment of cornrnissioners, some of the leading railroad companies of 
the State attempted to legally restrain them from discharging the duties of 
their office, on the. ground that the law creating them was unconstitutional. 
Colonel Mynatt appeared for the commissioners against some of the leading 
lawyers in the State, and succeeded in gaining a victory in the State and United 
States Court. These three cases attracted a t  the time great attention, and 
Colonel Mynatt's prominent participation in them would alone be sufficient t o  
entitle him to the reputation of a lawyer of marked ability. He is the legal 
representative of the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia Railway Company, 
and the Atlanta and Florida Railroad Company. In corporation law he is 
particularly well versed, and his practice largely pertains to litigation growing 
out of the complicated and conflicting questions thereto. His wonderful suc- 
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cess in this branch of practice forcibly illustrates his well grounded knowledge 
of the law, and his careful and continued study. He thoroughly understands 
that the lawyer who fails by hard work to keep abreast of the constantly chang- 
ing conditions pertaining to the practice of his profession must be content to 
.occupy a secondary position. His success and standing anzong his legal breth- 
ren of the bar have not been secured by fortuitous circumstances, or by a sin- 
gle brilliant stroke, but can be explained only by the fact of his persistent, well 
directed efforts, united to a natural love for his calling, and a worthy ambition 
to excel. He has closely and exclusively devoted his time to his profession, 
to the exclusion of conflicting interests, and has not only secured a handsome 
fortune as the result of his professional work, but an enviable position among 
the foremost lawyers of the State. His distinguishing traits as a lawyer have 
.been careful and thorough investigation of the law and facts of his cases, and 
the methodical and accurate preparation of them for trial. He has the judi- 
cial mind, united to quickness of perception, and the broadness of views so 
.essential to a high degree of success in the legal arena. He never descends to  
the tricks of a pettifogger, and no lawyer at  the Atlanta bar possesses in a 
higher degree the respect.and confidence of his associates, both for profes- 
sional attainments and honorable, manly attributes. 

In politics he is in hearty accord with the principles of the Democratic 
-party, and has cheerfully contributed his full share of the work in maintaining 
its ascendency in State and national affairs, but has never permitted it, whatever 
desire he might have for'political preferment, to interfere with the legitimate 
practice of his profession. He was a member of the constitutional convention 
,of 1877, and in I 878 was elected a member of the State Legislature, and served 
in this capacity with zeal and efficiency for nearly three years. His eminent 
.fitness for judicial office has often been recognized by the tender of nomina- 
tions for such positions, but he has uniformly declined to become a candidate. 

He was married in I 860 to Miss Alice Wallace, daughter of Campbell Wal- 
.lace, of Atlanta, at present chairman of the State Railroad Commission. They 
have had four children, three sons and one daughter. Colonel Mynatt is a 
member and for several years has been an elder of the Central Presbyterian 
Church. He is literary in his tastes, and keeps fully abreast of the current 
thought of the day. Personally he is pleasant and affable in disposition, en- 
joys social intercourse, and finds his chief enjoyment in the domestic circle. 
He is public-spirited, and has contributed his fill1 share to all projects which 
have advanced the material progress of Atlanta. 

K ISER, MARION COLUMBUS, wholesale dry goods merchant of Atlanta, 
was born in Campbell county, Ga., Dec. 2 I ,  1830, and is a son of John 

.and Eleanor (Howell) Kiser. His father was born in North Carolina, and moved 
t o  Campbell county in 1822, where he died in 1867. His mother was also a 
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native of North Carolina. She was a sister of Evan Howel1,of Guinnett county, 
and of Isaac Howell, of this county. The boyhood and years of early manhood 
of the subject of this sketch were passed on his father's farm, where he became 
familiar with the rugged life of a farmer, and laid the foundation of a robust 
physical force that has admirably withstood the drains of an unusually active 
career. His early educational advantages were limited, and at the age of nine- 
teen he went to Powder Springs, and became a clerk in the general merchan- 
dise store of W. J. & M. P. Kiser. He remained in this capacity until 1854, 
when, having mastered all the details of the business, he secured a partnership 
interest. He continued in this line of business with a fair degree of success 
until 1860, when he purchased a farm at Powder Springs, Cobb county, in the 
cultivation of which he was engaged until the beginning of the war. By birth, 
associations and convictions he naturally espoused the Southern cause, and in 
the early part of 1862 he enlisted in Con~pany F, First Confederate Georgia 
Regiment, and soon after he was chosen quartermaster of the regiment, and. 
served in that capacity until the war closed, and was paroled at Atlanta in 
May, 1865. He accepted in a manly spirit the results of the war, and imme- 
diately returned to his farm and began to do his share to bring about pros- 
perity in the devastated South. He remained on the farm for three years, 
and in October, 1868, moved to Atlanta, and in partnership with his brother, 
J. F. Kiser, established a retail dry goods store on Whitehall street, under the 
firm name of M. C. & J. F. Kiser. With limited means, but enthusiastic and 
ambitious, they applied themselves with tireless energy to their work, and at 
the end of two years had established a prosperous business. In 18 jo they 
changed from a retail to a wholesale trade, and in 1872 moved to their present 
quarters, corner of Wall and Pryor streets. Mr. Kiser's brother died in 1882, 
and the firm is now composed of five partners besides Mr. Kiser, all of whom 
had been previously connected with the house in a clerical capacity, but whose 
efficiency secured for them an interest in the business. From the beginning 
Mr. Kiser has been at the head of the firm, and to his business generalship 
and personal supervision the large and profitable trade of the house is princi- 
pally due. As  a business man his course has been marked by strict honesty, 
and an integrity that has never swerved from the strictest interpretation of 
manly honor. He possesses unusual executive ability and genius for organiz- 
ation and administration which fit him for the gravest responsibilities. In the 
line of business to which he has devoted so many years, he has had the most 
practical experience from the simplest details to the most complicated depart- 
ment, and is therefore complete master of it. He is a man of remarkably clear 
and well poised judgment; has thorough control of his temper, and in the  
most perplexing and annoying position is always able to act considerately. 
Thoroughly systematic in his methods of working, with unusual power of men- 
tal and physical endurance, never spasmodic, but steadily and persistently, h e  
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