DIARY OF JULIA JOFINSON FISHER

Januarg Ist, 1864

| ast night we retired in peace and quietudej Feeling that we had been
wonclerFu”y Preser\/ed from the ravages during the Past year. We had
been so Iong unmolested that we almost ceased to fear for the future and
to settle down in quiet indifference. A” our neighbors had fled into the
interior with one cxccption. K ate Lang had remained, althoug}w reaclg to
flee at the first aPProach of c{angcr. We were startled from a sound slceP
by Sfjbil and (Jussie coming in to tell us that a shell hadjus’c beenfired on
our BIU]CIC, and that the Yankees were Probably at the wharf. Mr. Fisher
very incredulous went out to exP]ore, but soon returned ]aughing at the
]ivc]g imagination of the houschold, nothing was to be seen or heard.
(Lussie caught his gun and ran down'to themill. \We went to bed again
and to sleeP. Soon (Jussie returned with the information that the old mill
was on fire and the Yankecs had taken to their boats and gone down the
rver. So tlﬂcg had come atlast and caught us napping. The Pickcts were
roused from their slumbers }39 the Firing of the shell and ran to the woods
Ieaving horses and guns behind. The shell went through the warchouse
}Jursting inside, c{estroging some nice machincrg and throwing the door

fromits hinges. T!’)eg then fired small arms; one shot raised a splinter on

Mr. Brazi]‘s House.

We conclude that they intended firing the new mill first, but perhaps

Y 2 perhap
seeing Mrs. Brazil, who was sPinning bg a bright fire, and knowing that
hemcami]g might be cndangered by it, droPPcd down to the old mi”, where
thcg soon made an illumination. Capt. Beadick’s company came down in

the morning viewed the ruins and returned. On Christmas night
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"airfields” was burnt a little bcxcorcJ “Be”evuc” both old homes of Mr.
Flogd. This is the beginning of our New Year and we have had many
dcprivations since the beginning of this war, but no actual sugering. Our
main living has been Pori(, rice and homingnparchec{ grits for cotfee
without milk or sugar. [Tow often we talk of the good things we once
enjogeci and wonder if we shall ever enjoy them again. A slice of bread
and butter and a sweetened cup of tea would be a treat in&eed, such a
treat as we have not erjogecl for more than a year. QOur severe trials
appear to bejust commencing, T hus far war has been in the distance, now
its ravages are becoming tangible. Sgbil feels almost overwhelmedwith
her many tria]s, and Prcclicts a g]oomg future. Ourgreatest trial at
present, in this exile from friends. We feel complctelg bound-there is no
way of escape. Onlg one letter has reached us.in two years from home
and that contained the news of my Mother's death. Oh! how | 1ong to Hg
away and be free—-must we be pent it the wilderness for years yet to
come? \/\/e see no Prospect of peace. Fcop]e are afraid to let us have
their negroes, we are so near the coast. \/\/e have now a man and woman
and two children but they are not enough. Dianah is now away having her
(hristmas and we feel quite uncomfortable to be obliged to cook and run
aboutin the cold. A]though we live so retired and so Plain, thereis a good
deal of work to be done on the Place. Mr. [Fisher and John are clearing
up'anew P‘ace and making fence fora garden. We have been down to see
the ruins—the wind blows and it is the coldest dag of the season--

thermometer at22.
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Januar3 §rd-5unda3

T he children in the vi”age are now old enough to begin to learn. A few
weeks since we commenced having a Sabbath School. Thcre are five in
the class. Onlg one knew the alphabet, H’ICH seem very anxious to learn
and learn readi]g, but Mr. Brazil is 50 {:rightcnecl at the coming of the
enemy that he has resolved to move away and that takes away the three
little gir]s. ] am sorry to lose them and theg seem equa”g sorry to go. The
Sabbaths are so quict and lonelg theg weary us. T he children now know
all theirletters and seem to have received their first idea of theirmaker:
The oldest s scarcclg ten years of age and very sicUg. She told me
toc[a9 that although she could not read and write she can iron and scrub.
[t is said that she and the next, aged cight, cook, wash, etc.

[ this war continues long | fear that sueh will be our fate, the negroes are
bccoming SO scarce. Dianah retirned after dinner with her two children--
had walked about cight miles in the rain. She brought a hen and a bottle
of syrup for Clarence-a Chris’cmas ghct. Mr. | inn came home to visit his
Fami]g from camp, to the greatjog of his wife who has been mourning for
him. Shc and her little bog are entirelg alone and pass as lone!9 alife as
can well be imagincd—«having to sit }33 the fire week after week without
sewing or knitting and almost without rea&ing. T here is no cloth to be had
and no thread, no yarn--nor angthing to do with. | ime passes heavi!g
under such circumstances. ]t makes us think of home and the abundance

we once cnjogcc{; but howevcrgreat our Iongings, there is no redress.

For three long years the world has been comParatively lost to us. \Ne
know nothing of the changcs that have taken Place during that time. |n
dress we arejust where we were in 1860--for fashion, but rags and

wrinkles are more Plentixcul. Mr. Fisher dressed very shabbily. ] have used

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org



bedtickingwslﬁeetswcurtains and the linings of my dresses to clothe him
and now we know not where to get angthing more. A” the old sPinning
wheels in the country have been put n oPeration and every thread that is
spun has a quick demand. Mrs. | inn wears a course homespun dress that
cost her $42.00. Now we cannot Purchasc even at that rate. Mr. Lirm
brings the good news that old B]ack Ne”g is coming to live with them
again which has }Droughtjog to the houschold.

Januarg 4th

Today C!arence is five years old. He is the darling of the hotisehold but

in danger of being sPoiled in consequence. (ussie has now arrived at the
conscript age and is making arrangements tojoin the army. [red has come
home after an absence of two months. Hc has been to Thomasvi”e to
visit Julia (I llis' widow) found her Pleasantly situated, surrounded 53 a
]arge circle of friends. Sheintroduced him to several young ladies—-and he
is now in love with Thomasvi”cmwishes his mother to move there as he has
come to_ the .conclusion we are on thejumping off Place of creation. ] on13
wish | could see a Placc tojumP. Julia sent Mr. [Tisher six 9arcls of 5triPed
homespun for shirts, a rich and welcome gi{:’c and gratepu”g received. | his
induces us to take a retrospcctive view of things when cloth and shirts
were abundant such as would now cost five dollars a 5arcl. [~ xtortion is

carried on at a higl‘x rate. We fear that we have not seen the worst.
Januarg 6th

We are now having our rainy season and we are drenched inside and out.
Thc house leaks bac”g. Nai]s are so scarce that whenever a Bui]c}ing is
burned there is a quick demand for nails. Mr. Brazil has gone with his
Famil\g to ”Broolocielcl” to an old clilapidatecl house without windows and
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almost demolished }39 the Pickets. [tis two miles from here. They think
thcg may bring the children over to Sundag 5Chool‘ ] am sorry to have

them go—~th69 felt so interested and anxious to learn. Now we have onlg

Frank | innand Clarence.

chterc}aﬂ Mr. Fisher and the boys went to Jegersonton to Town
meeting. (Came home in a soaking rain and }Drougl‘nt half a sack of flour
which cost $%5.00. We could easilg eatitina wcck, but it will be kePt fora
]uxurg. T he best thing that we have now is a corn cake, mixed with water.
QOurcornis ground in a hand mi”, which holds about 4 quarts, and is very
hard to grinc{. The rice is beaten from the hull in a mortar made ffoma log
and burnt out, which is also a very hard Proccsswpar’cicularlg whenthere is
a 1arge hungrg Family to feed. Thosc two articles with Pork have

constituted our living fora year past, sometimesnot all of that.

On Christmas &ag we fared sumPtuouslg. Mrs. Lgrm dined with us and
furnished the turkcg. We had some chickensand a Piece of fresh Pork.
Gussic had been off ten miles and }Drouglﬂt ogsterswso we had an ogster
stew and chicken salad, minus the greens, potatoes andrice. | he turkey
was dressed with corn bread. Our dessert was a corn meal Pudding wet
with water, enriched with bottled huckleberries and Pork fat; sauce made
of borrowed syrup and flour—it was cxcc”cnt, how we did relish it! but we
talked of the good Pics and bread and cakes that lir\ger in rcmembrance,
and the nuts and aPP]es that pass around so {:reclg in that land of P!entg.
[tis hard to be so entirelg deprivcd of them but we

try to console ourselves with the fact that we enjog better health and
aPPctitcs. Wc are a]wags hungrgm hungry the year round, but do not
grow fat.
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Januarg 7t}1
59}3” made arrangements with Mr. Lﬂﬂﬂ for moving the machinerg out the

new mill to save it from the enemy. [tis Proposed to move it back into the
woods, and cover it. There has been great destruction of Proper’cﬁ here
55 the Pickcts as well as the enemy. ]nstcad of a Protection theg are a
great injurg; and nuisance—not one raised a Finger to save any property
from the Fire, and no person has been near us. We areina desolated
rcgion. Should the enemy burn us out we know not where to go.

" Sufficient unto the da9 is the evil thereof" We can see the kind hand(of
Frovidence extended over us. (Gussie hasjoinecj CaPt. Bcaddick’s
(:ompangJ and appears Plcased at the idea of stanclingguarcl‘ He and
[red will be at home some dags. We eager19 watch forthemail to see if
there are any indications of Peace-but all is black as miclnight. Theg are
bound to Fight to the bitter end and bitter cnough it will be. Sgbil has
sent about the country to gct sSOme syrup but none is to be had. It brings
from five to ten dollars a ga”on and sugar $%.00 per Ib. ]t is hard to
sweeten at that rate. Comcedcratc money is very Iight‘g esteemed. f:recl
thinks it hard to live on Pork and homing but we shall be quite thankful if

we can havc cnougl’w omc that.

January i 3th

Rain—rain. | here has been almost constant rain since the month came in.
A” have colds. We curl over the fire, eat lﬁear’cilg of hog and hominy three
times a dag. We have become so disgusted with the black mucld9 corn
juice that is called coffee that we have resumed tea again. [tis rather a
bitter dose but has Provcd such a tonic for me that my allowance of food
scarce]g satisfies me. [ red is still dissatisfied with the lack of variety, but |
think the lack of quantitg is most to be feared. The bogs draw rations,
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about a quar‘c of rice and a pound of bacon for fifteen days. Thc poor
soldiers who have no homes to go to are to be Pitied. QOur }3035 are now
here on Picket c]utg. Will be off in a few c]ags. [t costs them a great deal to
live in camP-Provisions are so high. Fork $1.50 per Pounc{; Eggs $2.00
per dozen. Mr.| inn has gota part of the machinery out of the new mi”, it
looks melancholg to see it taken down, before it has had time to run. ]t was
raised at a great expense andjust rcadg for oPeration when the war puta

stop to all business here.

We are now beginning to P!ant the garden hoPing to have something in
the way of vcgctablcs. We had very little last year, but fruit was unusua”g
abundant. Everg tree and bush being Fu”wpeachcs and P]ums in the
garden, Perries in ProFusion for miles around us. Theg afforded us good

Iiving for several weeks.

A letter has reached us from Aug and Oplﬂelia imcormir\g us of the death
of ['rank. Poor [rank! has.ended his sorrowful life after a long sickness —
dead a whole year before'the ticlings reached us. They write for us to go
home. We are 8o desirous to go that we harc”y know how to wait and 36‘:

we may be obligecl to stay another year. This is the second letter that we

havereceived during the last two years.

January i 6th

We have had a drearg winter thus far. Cold and wet. Augustus‘ letter has
increased our desire to go North. We have talked with 55}31'1 about it.

5!’16 felt at first unreconciled, but upon deliberation has concluded that it
may be best. Mr. Fisher is feeble and feels as if he must g0 back where he
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can ming]e with friends, and have a living more congcnial to his tastes. Thc
undertaking seems great and hazardous. We know not how to manage nor
who to apply to for advice or assistance. Mrs. Chappc”e and Autie wish
to go with us. [t seems difficult for me to determine what is right. Mr.
Fisher feels that he is not called to sacrifice his entire happiness to
remain. [t is hard to part with Clarcncc and there's after all an attachment
to this forest home. The fruit trees that we Planted with our own hancl,
the flowers that we have cultivated with so much labor, the Palmcttoes that
we have so c{elighte& to gather and braid--the fields of berries and the
little sacred burging ground under the cluster of cedars all hava aeharm. l
shall want to see them again and our 1ig}1t wood fires that aré so Bright and
cheerful on a cold c}ag, this is the sunny side. T he more we think oFgoing

North the more gooc{ reasons Present themselves Forgoing.

Januarg 22nd
Frank [ inn got bac”9 hurt bg a heavg iron wheel which fell upon him.

]t was a very narrow escape from death--no bones were broken. Whatever
may occur thereis no Phgsician within sixteen miles. [tis a busg time here.
Mr. Fis]ﬂer is ]aboring hard with black Jol'm to finish the new garden
feahce: Johe little garden in the midst of the forest has a very Pleasant look.
Sgbil has been three clags boi]ing soap out doors. |t reminds one of a
gypsy camp when Dianah gets out with her babg stirring the pots. She
has a pretty little mulatto three months old. We take it often into the
house, nurse it and kiss it and put it in our own beds to slccP. ]t was a cold
morning, when it came to us—about three o'clock. [Fred awoke us with the
information that there was a fuss at the negro house. We ran as quick as
Possiblc and there was the little fellow on the cold floor shivcring. e had
met with a cold reception. We took him into the house before a good fire
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and he looked as white as angbodg's Babgwhc was soon nicelg fixed in the
clothes basket. Clarencc was surPriscc{ and de]iglﬁtcc{ with the siglﬁt and it
has been his great P]easure ever since to hold and fondle little Josey.
Major Bai169 says he has given him to (_larence-—whether he is in earnest
or not we know not. Wc hear that Mr. Epstcin (the Postmastcr) and his
wife have fled to the Yankees. Theg Passed the Pickets in the nigl’!t and
had a boat hid in some creck. [ e is a Jew and did not like the idea of
going into the army. Evcrgthing that can hold a gun must go, and many
would like to flee.

Januarg 26th

Mr. Fisher and myscllc went to see Mrs. Alberti (who lives in [“lorida and
hasjust returned from the Nor‘ch) to get information. 5}16 found great
c}igicultg in obtaining a passport to return and met with so many
detentions and obstacles that ithas quite dampencd my ardor for going,
but Mr. [Tisheris in no wise daunted. | dislike to leave on account of Sgbil
and feel as if there is great unccrtaintﬂ about going. We stageci over night
with Mrs. A”:)Crti, had a cup of real coffee and tea with sugar and milk,
and biscuit and butter. Qurride was about 23 miles and all the way
through Pinc woods. Now and then a house to cheer the sight. We were
upset once }33 the brcaking of a rein, the buggg was turned comP]etc]g
over and lemct in the guttcr. We 1Cortunately were near a house where we
Procurecl }‘IC]P. The sPinning wheel was going brisklgwthc women were
hard at work trying to clothe the Familg while the men were in the army.
They were indifferent as to the termination of the war if it would onlg end
that theg might be kept from starvation. \We stoPPed at Dr. Mitchell’s.
Mrs. MitCl’]C” put onan old cloak to hide her rags and says tlﬂeg are
expcriencing great destitution. \We have Frequcnt aPPlications from
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Peop]c far and near for c]othing. So far as we can ascertain Peop]e seem
certain that the Comccc{cracg is short ]ived; that this year must terminate
the war. (Confederate money is almost valueless. \Worth only five cents on
the dollar. Dr. Mitchell Preparec] for me a bottle of cough mixture and a
few Powdersmchargecl $8.00. Sentin Sgbil’s bill, a little short of $300
for cight or nine visits—and refuses confederate money. Julia writes that

she will soon visit us and }Dring some necessary articles.

Januarg 3 1st

Toc!ag 7tis48 years old. ] fear we shall be old women whenwe meet
againwshoulc] we be so favored. Yesterday we had another letter from
Augus’tus. Nothing new, but Mrs. [~ dward's marriage.

Mrs. Brazi] with five children, one at'the breast, with mule and cart came
over to bring the children to Sabbath School. Theg seem very eager to
learn. T he weather is summer like, we sit with open doors and find the sun

VCF}j OPPI‘CSSIVC.

February ist, 1864

Went down to Mrs. Linn's. I:ounc} her quitc depressea, the tears were
reac!g to break tl‘nrouglﬁ, T osit all dag and look in the fire without work of
any kind, her near neighbors gone, and husband gone back to the Arm9
orto Savarxnah, was more than she could bear, and then she had been
]ooking for three dags for old Ncugwi{: she should not come that would be
worse than all. While we were commiserating the forlorness of t}ﬁings in
gcncral, Nell's black head Pccrcd through the window, but it shed lig]wt
within. We sprang towards her and felt that we could give hera warm
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embrace. Light ancljog entered the household in the form of an old worn
out negro, thus we are lead to aPPreciate what we once cast away as
almost useless. (Gussie came home and spent the Sabbath in order to get
a change of clothes. [1e is on Picket near St. Marg’s and erjogs it much
as there is a Family ongrls where he can spend his leisure time. Fredis still
at home groaning over Pork and hominy. We inclulge in flour once a c}ay.
Sfjbil has engaged $100.00 worth of sgrupwit is $6.00 a ga”on. [tis
thought that she may get a little sugar at $2.00 per Pounc{. K ate Lang
says that Major Baileg Pai& $6.00a 5ard for calico in Savannah--it is
now se”ing at $10.00. Onlg $100.00 for a calico dress—a finestate of
thingsl (_onfederate money is harc”y worth Picking up. Thcy are
Co”ecting an army of 80,000 to have a Finishing battle.in the Spring. (God
sPeec! the rightl

]:ebruarg 6th

T he weather is now éelighhcu] and summer like. A” are busy Planting and
clearing the land. Cabbages and'radishes are up. As much as | wish to go
North | feel reluctant toleave this beautiful climate that has been so
conducive to health: M9 bronchial troubles give me a dread of chi”ing
winds and snow banks. \We have taken no steps yet for obtaining a
passport. The difficulties seem to me almost insurmountable; but Mr.
f:ishcr has more hope and resolution. (aen. Clinch is far from us and our
fieans of transpor’cation is limited and poor. We have not been able for
some weeks to procure Postage stamps so that we can not write letters.
53bi! is trying to make a Pair of shoes from hide of home made tanning.
Mr. f:is]ﬁcr suffers with his hcavg army shoes. Fred does not like to
appear with holes in his Fortg—acivc dollar shoes, and poor little (Clarence is
scuging around in angthing that can be tied on. | he negroes are bare
footed. Shoes are not to be thought of for them. Oh‘ how we all ]ong for
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a time of peace and Plentg, for our once haPpg land that was xqowing with
milk and honeg.

Yesterdag | told Mr. [Tisher | had been Preparing some little things in
anticipation of going home. "Oh!" he says, "it revives me to hear you say
so™. \We retire early to Forget the lonlincss, at the same time admitting that

we lﬁave many ComFor’cs.

Februarg 9‘[11

We have had another letter from Mrs. ChaPPe”e from Columbus. She is
making Preparation to leave in the Spring and will come to K ate Lang's
and start from there. We hope to be able to go with them but to leave
53}3” is the trouble. We live in hopes that therewill be a change in our
national affairs for the better beforé that time, though the papers and the
Peoplc tell us that there is no prospect. We had a letter from Julia on
Sunday saying that she would be at the nearest railroad Point on next
We&ncsc}ay whichis adistance of eightg miles. [Fred started off in a hurry
as it would take him two clags to go. ]t is a ]ong te&iousjoumeg, mostl9
through woods and no where to stop at night but to beg a lodging with
some Private {:amilg. One feels that theg are trulg Passing a wilderness life
in Camclen County and we are exiles indeed. A half barrel of syrup and
small bucket of sugar }‘solding 30 |bs came to Sgbi! 3estcrda3 for which
she pays $174.00. We are glad to have somcthing fora luxury when Julia
comes. We have onlg flour enough for three or four meals. | he Pork is
nearlg gone too, we must kill the onlg Passab!c hog we have before she
comes. [otatoes are getting low. (Jntil the vegctab]cs come in from the

gardcn, we see nothing n prospect but corn and rice. T}‘nat will go very
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well with syrup. What if famine stalks throughout the land? Jtis impossiblc
to submit to Lincoln rule-”Theg must Fight while life lasts.”

Februarg i Arth«Sabbath

Ju]ia is with us. We are enjoying much. 5}16 and 59bi] have gone to visit
the graves of their husbands. Mr. f:isher is writing to Augustus.
Yesterdag Kate Lang came over in their double carriage to call on Julia.
She broug}wt me a letter from Marg«\/\/hatjog togeta letter! And yet we
expect that t]ﬂcg will contain sad news. Benng's marriage depresses me
and yet | should rcjoice at his happiness, but with the loss of Emilg we
lose a great deal. Foor " ttoo sees much trouble and aFﬂiction, and
Abbg How ] long to see them all. So many changcs saddenmé. ”Friend
after friend dcpar’c5~~ who has not lost a friend?" | ]ong to go tomy Familg,
but where can ] go? Now we begin to feel scparations and fearful
changes. M9 heartis }vcavg and loncly. We are continual]3 wondering
what is best for us to do. Everﬂ glcam ofsumshine is beclouded. QOur
Bright visions of haPPincss have deParted, Julia makes many P]ans forus
but we are too short sighted to know which way to turn.

Februarg i 8th

A dag of great anxietg. Rapicl lciring in the region of King’s Fcrrg, from
sunrise until dark. Our bogs are both Probably engaged in the Fray. Maj.
Baileg sent word 3esterclag to Julia that she had better remain a while
]ongcr as it could be hardly safe to travel. We are in great anxiety. The
weather very cold. SICCt and rain Freezing as fast as it falls—a tedious
night forthe poor wounded soldiers. Julia and 53}351 talk of going with
the mule and buggg tomorrow to [Dr. Mitchell's hoping to gather
inte”igence. Dianah is sick in bed and evergthing looks gloomg. The
Peop]c genera”y are in a state of alarm. The Pickets have all been called
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in and we are cntire]g unProtectec}whoPe to hear the result of the battle
tomorrow, the Battle of Olustee.

Februarg 21st

The battle is ovcr-noboc‘3 hurt. T!ﬁe enemy came up the river for Mrs.
Albert's lumber and shelled all c]ag to keep our Pickcts off. A lavish
expcndition for theirgovemment. Julia has started for home with Adam.
Sgbil has gone as faras Mrs. Lang’s with her. We shall miss her much,
she is so full of life and talk. She has taken a baked chicken and cggs to
stop at Dr. Mitc]ﬂe”’s over night. chterclay had a letter from Autic
Chappe”e manhcesting great anxiety to get North. Provisions.are so high
theg are troubled to live.

Februarg Zﬁth
A letter from [~ sther te”ing that the homestead is sold. We have no

]onger a father, mother or home.'| did not expect to see this c]ag, nor such
a time for our Countrg. Julia wrote us from the station that she was
ob]iged to sleeP ina negro house in the care of negroes one night, and
that some ofthe'wounded soldiers had come on the cars tcrriblg manglcd.
T he rebels'are incensed at Mrs. Alberti, susPecting her of having
&ea]ings with the enemy. Theg threatened to burn all her bui]c{ings.
chterdag Mr. [Tisher and Sgbil went to Broo!@cield in the cart. Mrs.
Brazi] has named her little gir] Ju]ia Fishcr. ] know of no other reason
than because | have taught her little girls on the Sabbath. Our Peach and
Plum trees are in bloom but are irﬂured bg the severe frosts. \We have had

an unusua”g cold winter.

Marc}‘l | §th
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The children came from Broolocield and we had our little Sabbath
School‘ T!ﬁeg were attentive and learn well. We have had another letter
from Augus’cus which has given us much satisfaction. [tis so cheering to
get tidings from home. And, one from ["red, who is now in the [lorida war.
[Heis seeing hard times. Theg are ﬁghting with great desperation. Since
his letter came theg have had another battle. We are all Feeling lonelg and
discouragecl again. Mrs. | innis mostlg confined to the house and feels
that she can harc”y bear her secluded life much 1onger~~her husband is in
Savannah. Sgbi] is in great doubts as regarc!s the future. We would all;7f
we could, spread our wings and ﬂy away to liberty and friends.

March iﬁth
Mr. Fishcr is76 years old toc}ag. Kate Lang and all the children walked

over to see us this morning and settlean affair with the negroes. Wi”ie
Bailcg dined with us on rice and hominy. Our Porl( is gone and there’s no
Prospect for any meat at Present The Pigs fatten too slowlg to supply
the demand. Mr. [Tisher caught a squirrel ina trap which was served for his
breakfast. Katc says t}‘neg are obligeci to economize closely at their table.
Famine threatens to follow in the wake of the war. Fred writes that he has
but 6ne meal a dag which he cooks himself and his house suffers for want

of food. The Confederates Fight like tigers with a ye” and a whooP.

March 20th

No news yet from Gussy and we fear no mail. No one but Franky came in
to 5 School. We have been out of meat some Clags. Live on corn and
rice. Yestcr&ag K ate sent us a potato Pie) and radishes, such a treat!
And one dag in the week Mrs. | inn gave us a Piece of venison. We have
kind and thoughhcul neig!ﬁ}jors. Thcg send many nice bits. Don't know
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when we shall have a Pig rcadg to kill. No one has angthing to sell-all are
short. |t takes a fortune to send to the Cit3-5hocs $100 a Pair-Flour
$200 a barrel E_ggs $%.00 per dozen. Jtis thought there will soon be a

reduction.

Gussy took over $ i ,500 with him. f"IoPc no evil has befallen him. Hc has
been gone ten dags.

March 20th

Gussg hasjust come with a loaded mule. (Goods sent 53 Juliain
exc}wange for some cast off c]ot]ﬁing. ["or mine she has received $2.1 7.00
Comcec!cratc monegwworth about 5¢ on the dollar. Having no
oPPortunitg for sPenéing the money | concluded to investiit indand
thinking it might become Promcitable. Sgbil has recéived some mourning
goocls and cloth for the bogs. Once worth{rom'tento twelve cents a
3ard~~now from six to twelve dollars bringing a calico dress to $100.00--a

calico shirt to $40.00. | he bubble must burst before long.

We feela great longing for Eng]ewood. lt constitutes my d89 dreams.
We want Northern comforts. |t is tedious to spend half the time catching
fleas and the other half in sleeping and eating hominy and rice. The
thoug]ﬁt of mi”<J Potatocs and good bread makes us mourn for a return of
goocl times.

March Zﬁth

l have sent a letter to Mar9 to learn more of the Dutch cottage, and what
the prospects are for obtaining it. We have not yeta passport for going
North and the time is drawing near when we wish to 0. Miss Ckappene
writes from Columbus that theg are nearlg destitute, and must, if Possible,
get Nor’ch. They will sPend a few weeks with K ate which will lighten their
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trouble in a measure. |t takes a ]ong time here to accomplish anﬂthing. We
are so far away from evergbodg and cvergthing. Thc railroad is about 80
miles distant and it costs a fortune to go angwhere-$ 30.00 per day for
board-$10.00 to stop over night and evcrgthing in the same ratio.

Marc}ﬁ 28th

Toc!ag ] am Fi}ctg years old. f“]aH: a centurg? ] feel mute with amazement.
Time, how short! and what a life?

Marc}‘l §Oth

Mr. Fis]ﬂer went over to Maj. Baileg’s todag to consult about getting a
passport. T his seems the most difficult part of all. | have butlittle faith in
getting one and it will make a heavg expense to go to Savannah--
Probab!g costa $100.00. 55}3{] secems to be getting in a bad way. Her
whole bodg swells bacﬂg and has a goo& deal'ef pain. [f she is no better
we shall be unwi”ing to leave her. We have'been obligec! to kill a Pig. Foor
and tough) harc”g fat cnough to {:rg itself.

Apri] 3rd

Bg economizing the Pig lasted us eight dags. Now we are again without
meat and on short allowance. | ast night Mr. Fisher caught ina trap rice
birds enough for supper. Theg are very small and without butter or Pork
to secason are not very rich eating, but everything eatable is worth saving.
1 he pigs are all poor and slab sided, look half starved. Thcg cannot
fatten on rough rice, it is miserable Food, the horses refuse it. We long for
the North. Englewood fills my waking thoughts, a snug comfortable
kitchen (a thing unknown here) freedom from fleas and thousands of
Poisonous insects, good inviting food, such as we had been accustomed
to having until this war broke out--and freedom--sweet freedom. Whg did ]
not understand and Pricc my 1ibert9 more.
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APri] 6th

\We still eat our rice and corn three times a dag. No meat. We are
surPriscd to find how comfortable we can be with so little. 5ure]3, man's
necessities are small. Mr. Linn came home on ten dags Furloug]ﬁ. f“]c says
that flour is $300 per barre]-Men‘s coarse boots $250.00. f']e bought a
bottle of sc]ui”s for $5.00 and a Pounc{ of soda for $5.00 for S}jbil.

We had letters from Julia with $70.00 for me and $50.00 for Sybi], for
old Clothing. Money not worth shucks. Wc can neither sPcnd it nor keep
it. ]t will be good for nothing after the first of Julg. This currency
business is a Perpect swindle. K ate sent over for Sgbil to goto King’s
]:erry with her tomorrow. The weather continues:€ool. ]t has been an

unusua“y close winter—from the breathings of the northern snowhills.

Apri] 8th

Last night we were awakened bg a shell and rose from our beds to see the
new mills and the adjoining bui]dings on fire. T he little schooner came
again and finishedits work. Now allis gone. 5351 had gone over to Kate
Lang’s to pass the night to take an earlg start in the morning for King’s
Ferr9 as ho one was hurt she continued herjourneg. Mr. [isher and Lgnn
saved the machinerg in a small out house. Gussg secreted himself and

fired five times at the invaders. ] he Pickcts ran for their lives.

April 11th

Mr. [ inn killed a Pig and sent us a Piece. T he first meat we have had in
eight dagsmwith the exception of arice bird. We were all eagermcor our
supper but the Pig was so poor and green that it made us sick. | awoke in
the night distressed with hiveswmg boc{fj was covered with rash. A” have

been bu59 since the fire Picking up nails—it is said there are none in the
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comceéeracy. A few weeks ago t}'xcg were worth $300 a keg, now more.
Mr. Fisher and John are now hurrying to Plant corn. The niglﬁts are so
cold nothing grows fast. Sfjbil had a tedious ride to King‘s Ferry. K ate
bought a common calico dress for $120.00 ten 3arc{s. Merchants Prmcer
to kccp their goods until the new issue. This banking business is a great
swindle. Feople who dePositecl golcl for saFekeePing are obliged to give it
up for this confederate trash.

APri] i 5‘:11

We went over to K ate's in the morning. Mr. [Fisher took us inhis cart as
far as the creck. | wished to lend them $75.00 but theg had no use for it.
Sha” Probablg lose it. Kate gave us a Piccc of fresh meat half dozen
Potatoes and a saucer of fresh butter. Such arich dag for us. ] think we
must gain some fat. Mr. | inn left at noon. [His Furlough was up and he
must go !eaving his wife.in hourlg expectation of illness. Pefore !eaving
Savarmah he bought two Pounds of coffee for $3%0.00. On the road he
discovered that'someone had given him a paper of peas in cxchangc. [He
Purchased a sack of flourfor $1 25.00 that he had not found when he left
here. | he country is threatened with starvation. Maj. Bai]eg has gone
Fishing. e says he has commenced clrawing up our papers--a slow

process. Miss Chappe”c is very imPatient.

APril ]5‘[]’1
[Had a dish of boiled rice and drg corn bread for breakfast. Nothing on it.

Fordinnera soup made of the beef bone that K ate gave us with rice and
corn bread. [tis a rainy daﬂ and gloomg. My thoughts continua”ﬂ at the
Nor’ch. ] am homesick and ] wonder what is my clutg in rcgard to going,

whether it will be made Plain to me. ]t seems as nC] could not stay
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contentccﬂy anotheryear and what shall we live on if we g0 North? ]t isa
question that we cannot solve. ] can hardlg wait for mail clag to come, and
yet we are disappointed week after week. Now that we have been favored
with letters | want them to come thick and fast. [ Jow long the three last
years have been. Theg scem like a vast uncomfortable dream. Once |
wished for a ”Iodgc in a vast wilderness". ] have realized the Fa”acg of such
a wish, and now ] amled to say ”Oh, So]ituc{c, where are thg charms?"
(iive me SOCictg, Friendship and | ove. So "divinclg" bestowed upon
man. | did not aPPreciate the blessing when | had it and this is a deserved
chastisement. Mag | receive it with Pro{:it. Mr. [Tisheris Planting cormn.
Sgbi! is scratching in the garden. Mg homemade shoes are toothin'to
admit of my going out in the wet and so | stay in and thinkso hard of home.
Ohlsuch a Ionging to see the girls and Par’cake of their northern comforts

once more—how little can theg realize ourforlorn situation.

APri] I'6th

The dag dawns upon us more chcerilg out of doors but the weather is still
cold for the season. [Jad.another corn cake and boiled rice for breakfast

but Cirace came‘over from K ate's with a Piece of drum fish and a bunch of
radishes for dinner which was a great ]uxury. Frovi&cnce does not leave us
to starve in the wilclerncss~~Yet like the lsraelites we are continua”y

murmuring.

We have had lettuce twice from ourgardcn. A” the vegetablcs are
backward--and hard to keep from frost. (rows, ground moles, hens and
other things too numerous to mention. \We Plant and raise here under
great difficulties. At supper we were ob]iged to fall back upon the rice

and corm.

APril i 7th
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On Sabbath mornings we look with great imPatience for the mail. Todag
aletter came from Fred. [He was in gooc{ sPiritswhc had found a Pair of
saddle bags containing clothing and had found also a pretty girl from
\/irginia. e was before Palatka in [Florida and cxpecting a battle dailg.
We received a paper a]so, drawn up bg the (Camden (Coites suing
Genera] Gilmemcor a passport forus. | do not like it, and think ] will write
for mgschc. No satismcactorg news in the papers. A dish of lettuce and
eggs was added to our corn cake at noon which relished nicelg. | ast night

was very co]c], a frost in some Places.

APri] i 8th

We were called about 3 o'clock this morning to Mrs. Linn. We hurried
down but found the bog there before us. Old Ne”g was ogiciating. [tis a
nice fat babg. The People here are quite likethe |sraelitish women. Thcg
hard]g give a babg time to turn about. This isthe fourth babg that we
have waited on since the war broke out. (Darmulatto "Josg” is the
Prctticst }Dabg of the three-the is'a handsomc) cunning little fellow.
(larence claims him_as his. [Je says he is going to CamP T ackle-em
(Tattna”) this morning to bug him a pony. Went over to K ate's in the
afternoon. 5}‘16 gave us a basket of rac{ishcs) and a basket of flower
roots. Maj. Bailcg intends to send our Petition to 5avarmal’1 on
Saturclag, next. ch’cerc{a9 Mr. [Fisher succeeded in c{riving up three
¢ows which gives us about two quarts of milk per clag. We can now wet our
rice and l’mominy and although it does not taste much like mi”<, itis a

valuable acquisition. We fare well.

April 2ist

We are short on allowance today. A saucer of rice and skim milk for
dinner. We shook a half Pint of creamin a glassjar and thus have

Proc{uccd our first buttcrwperhaps a small tea cup full and we are to have
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some rice cakes for supper. (Gussie has come from camp to hclp us. e
says the confederates have burnt Mr. German’s house and mill at King‘s
Ferrg to prevent the lumber from going to the Yankees. Mrs. | inn and
baby thrive well. She has nothing to live on but corn meal and rice; but she
is very uncomplaining and bears all Patientlg. We are making inquiries of
all we see if there is anything in the shape of edibles to be found in the
county; but nobodg knows of angthingwnot a PointhBC Pickets are
Iiving on field peas and rice, and the animals are sugering. Thereis money

enough and nothing to bug.

April 22nd

T here is a better state of things todag. K ate has/sent us a nice Piece of
beef and Mrs. Linn a Piece also. Thc COWS are’ now coming in and we shall

fare very well with milk.

April 2%5rd
We were surprisecl todag 55 the arrival of Fred from [Tlorida. The

regiment have a Furlough of afew &ays and then "on to Richmonc}" is the
word. ]t is thoug}‘nt that the crisis is near, that there the event must be
decided.

APri] 25th
Fred left todag‘ | ast evening we had a letter from Julia and $80.00 for
me-—$%%5.00 of which ] lent Fred and $10 to (Gussie. Mr. Fisher is very
imPatient for his passport. T he weather is now becoming summer like,

berries are ripening and the forest is looking fresh and beautiful.
April 26th

Killed a pig!
APri] 27th
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We went over to Kate's for the mail. Found her sitting on the front steps,
dressed in her new calico and knitting. Shc looked very smiling and soon
told us that she and the Major were married on the Previous evening,
There was not time to send to us or we should have been summoned. Mr.
Bu”ock, the minister, came at night while she was mindng. The Major had
been off all clag cow huntingwalcter supper the Major brushed his hair,
Kate Put on her new calico, the negroes all gatherec‘ about the doors and
the knot was tied. ] he children were &clig}wted. K ate loaded us down with
flowers and radishes and we trotted home full of curious emotions, hardlg
describable. T he Major is going to Savannahina da3 or two andwill

carry our papers with him.

APril 28th

Summeris here in earnest. | hermometer at 90.in the shade. Major B.
was over this morning cow hunting. [He says that Mr- Flogd has taken the
papers to Savannah. [Had a letterfrom Autic last evening. 5}16 finds it
difficult to procure a passport. Must write to (Gen. Bcaurcgard and
thinks we must do so téonMrs. Bai]eg sent us some Pork and peas and a

saucer of butter. We are living very well.

APri] 29th

[red came again unexpccted!g. [as four dags Furlough. The orders for
going to Savannah were countermanded. Our little Pig is gone and we
are again without meat, but having milk and occasiona“y a dish oFgreens.
Sﬂbi! goes to Mrs. Lyrm‘s every morning to dress the babg. We Fancy
that he does not brcathejust right and feel a little disturbed about him.

Mrs. Lgrm is cloing very well.
May 4th

A cold time since Mag came in. Almost a frost. Thc warm Clothing that
had been Packec’ away was brought again into use. "red came home and
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Gus too to get something to eat. Tlﬁe soldiers are Poorlg fed and we
have been living for some clags on milk, and rice. Tocla9 we had the first
peas from the garden and with the addition of a little Piece of bacon from
K ate had a sP]cnc]ic[ dinner. ] was very hungrg and it tasted good. How
rich we should feel now if we had Plenty of bacon--once a despised dish.
Now the greatcst ]uxury.

May 8th

[tis growing warm again, but the cold weather has made us all sick with
severe colds. Yestcrdag morning Dianah came to my bedside in great
distress, blood running down her face. In brcaking a board with an axea
Piccc flew up and struck herin the eye. 51’16 1a9 in bed all c]ag and
suffered severlg. lt was a hard dag forall. Jo}m hadto cook and he moves
like a snail, and then the Pig that was killed thé night before must be taken
care of. Oh! how much we miss the negroes, if they are poor, lazg and
saucy. f:rcc{ dressed up in his best and wentoff about ten miles to a little
Partg. Gussg went down to the shore and brought home some ogsters,

K ate sent me three skeins of cotton yarn to knit. We have so little to
emp]og us that we begged to knit for her and are now ginishing off the
sixth pair of stockings.

Mag iﬁth
Anothcr 5abbath. We almost dread them. Theg are such dags of
idleness and wickedness. Read letters from Ophclia and Ju]ia. We are so

anxious to hear from the North and wonder they do not write oftener.
Evcrgboc‘g there seems ﬂouris]ﬂing‘ Here we are on the last squeecze--
Plent}j of confederate money, but nothing to bug. Major Bailey intended
]caving todag for Savarmah and would attend to our Passports. A slow
Processmbut it may be in time. [ Jave been nearlﬂ sick the past week with
my cold—when the weatheris settled and warm, hopc to be better of it. ]t
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is said that so cold a spring had never been known here. \We still find fires
and thick Clotlﬂng comfortable. Had ] a home how eager ] would be to ﬂg ]
want to go North and have some erﬂogment of life once more. | am there
almost every night in my dreams, but the home is alwags lacking. [f we go
North, where shall we go? T he future is very dark. Todag | am trying to
console mgsellc that clag must soon dawn. Evcrything is so dark. thn we
had our fill of comforts thcg were not aPPreciatecl‘ l did not make a right
use of the b]essings and now like an unProFitable servant | seem to be cast

out as a cumberer o{: the ground.

Mag iﬁth
The bees have been swarming all the month. ] think there hasbéen twelve

new swarms. Mr. [Tisher and Sfjbil have been badlg stung, theirfaces and
hands badly swollen.

May-17th
Had aletter from Julia with $2.00 enclosed, saying she had one hundred
more for me. | he amountleokswellbut where is the value. Am not able to
buy a single article and cannot take it North. No one wishes for the
money. All have:more than they want. No one has anything to sell. Al
want to bug. We could sell the last article from our backs. Mr. Fis]ﬂer had
apairofishoes made by one of the pickets. T he soles were from the mill
belting, the vamps from coon skin tanned at home, and the quarters of
cowhide. T hey are too hard for his sore feet, but they will probably sell
for about ten dollars. [is feet are nearly ruined bg bad shoes. [t seems
that Major Dailey did not go to Savannah but sent the papers by mail.
[_ast January was none too early to begin this business. T he South are
full of hope for their cause, the accounts we get are certainly not cheering

for them.

Mag 21st
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How rejoiccd ] am. Ha& aletter from Marg. ] have held on to it near]g all
dag and read it ] know not how many times—how can ] stag here any
Ionger’.’ [tis too irksome. [f | could | would go todag. We hear nothing from

Savannah. |tis foolish for me to write.

June 3rd

Major Bai!eg sent over for my money as heis going to Atlanta tojoin the
Armg. I had the &ag Previous sent $150.00 to Savannah to be returned

in the new issue, but gave him an order to draw it if he wishes.
Junc 4+th

Went over for the mail and dined with K ate on bacomand string beans. A
thunder shower came up and she sent us homein the buggg, with poor old
Mar’cha, the mule. Fred returned in the nig]ﬂt.

Junc 7th
Dined with K ate. She was disaPPointecl at having no letter from Bailey.

June i 2th

[Have been sugering the past week from a strain in my side. No ]etterget
from the Nor‘ch and no Passpor‘c, The ProsPect is that we must stag
another year. Mrs. Chappe”e must be about 5tarting.

June | 9t}1

Aﬁter SO Iong atime thcg send to us from Clﬁarlcston that we cannot
leave here unless we run the blockade. So we have Pcrmission to remain
here until the war closes. \We are getting very destitute of clothing, but it
is useless to fear for the future. We may suger, but many are alread9

sugering. ]t is doubtless better for us to remain here at Present under
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trying circumstances. We will hoPc for the best. Bai]cg returned last week
on Furloug]ﬁ to Kate‘s great haPPiness, A seven dags rain has cht us

from going over.
Julg 1 oth
Nothing further from the North. We look for letters in vain. I d

Ric]ﬂarclson came home last month from \/irgir:ia with a wounded heel-a
ball Passed directly through it. 'red and (Gussie have both gone to

] ennessee tojoin Johnston's army. They left the 1st o1CJu13. The
whole regiment has gone and we are left to the mercy of the blockaders.
We onlg number four menin a region of cig]ﬁt miles and thcg are lame and
decrepit. Mr. isher is now confined to his bed with a bad abscess in his
right breast. Sufmcers very much. [f the enemy come and wish to take us,
there is nothing to prevent them. We went ovér to K ate's 9esterda3. She
is comP]aining. Mrs. Smitlﬁ with six chilc{rcn, and one at the breast, with a
negro, came to pass Sundag with hermhopc she will cnj09 it.

August 2nd

| ast might a small boat came up the river. | he enemy landed and burned
up the house that the Pickets occupiedmt}wcg are suPPoscd to be
deserters from across the river. The Pickets in their Fright ran to warn
Maj. Baileg but left us in happg ignorance until morning. We have heard
two or three times from the boys. Thcg were Fee]ing we”, but we are
constantlg anxious. | he enemies are getting a strong hold on Georgia.
We go to Kate‘s twice a week for the mail. lt is all the visiting and
recreation that we have. She seems to enjog it as well as we, and loads us
down with goocl things. T here is now here a new set of Pickcts, young
boys from fourteen and up. Thcg are abundant]g supplied with melons
from ourgardcn. We have cnough for ourselves and our neighbors. Were

we near a market we COUld realizc a hanc}somc sum as t}“lég are SC”iﬂg From
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$5.00 to $ 10.00 but no one has any money now. The soldiers are gone,
and besides theg are receiving no pay.

August 2 1 st

Kate and Fami]g have gone to \/aldosta to visit her mother. ]t is lonclg
without her. We went over 3esterdag forthe mai], but heard nothiﬂg from
the }3095. ]t is monotonous here. ] have no sPirit to write. SOmc dags we
are very c{esPonc{ing. [t seems as if we should never meet with our friends
again. | hope we may have Patience to wait. Mir. | inn has been home on a
week's Furlough. His baby was four months old before he had a siglﬂt of it.
[tisa pretty child. Called Arthur Stuart. |7 d Richardson's foot is still
very bad, but he is ob]igcd to show himself in Savannah once’in thirtg
dags. [Heis going again tomorrow. [tis two c{agsjourneg to the cars and
he has nothing but a cart to go in.

August 22nd

We have been startled at last bg the appearance of a gunboat. The
Pickets ran in great terror. T he negroes were sent over to Maj. Baileg‘s.
Mr. Fisher drove a cart load of trunks into the woods and then stationed
himself where he.could watch the doings of the enemy. Mrs. | inn, Sgbil
and mgsc”j were left to receive them. Mrs. | inn with her two children
séated themselves on the front steps. Soon eig%t men came up and
immecliatelg surrounded the house, and inquired for Richardson. [ 1e
Fortunatclg had left that moming for Savarmah. Tl’)cg could not take

Mrs. | inn's word but searched the house. 59!3” ran down thinking that
Mrs. | inn might be Frightcncd, and met six more at the gate.

T}‘\e result was that we were taken 55 the Gunboat with only afew
moments warning, and sent North where we arrived (after i9 dags

cruising} on the 1 1th of Scptcmber, 1864
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