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ing, expressing its opinion on the pend- 
ing issues, and calling my attention to 
them. 

I have carefully examined the reso- 
lutions and do approve of them a s  
adopted by the meeting. As such, I 
accept the nomination received, and 
should I be elected by the voters of 
the county, I will oppose any measure 
leading to a dissolution of the Union. 

Should Congress a t  any time exhibit 
its purpose to war upon our property 
or  withhold our just constitutional 
rights, I a s  a Southern man stand 
ready to vindicate those rights in the 
Union a s  long a s  possible and out of 
the Union when we are  left no other 
alternative. 

Respectfully yours, 
JOSEPH WATTERS. 

*Courtesy, Floyd Co., Ga., 
Oct. 16, 1850. 

To Messrs. H. V. M. Miller, Jno. H. 
Lumpkin and W. T. Price, Union 
Par ty  Committee : 
Gentlemen: I received your polite 

note of the 10th inst. yesterday eve- 
ning, informing me of my unanimous 
nomination by a large and respectable 
meeting of the citizens of Floyd Coun- 
ty a s  one of the two candidates to 
represent them a t  Milledgeville Dec. 
10. I consent to represent them if I 
should be elected. 

I am requested by your honorable 
committee to give a pledge to support 
the resolutions submitted to me for my 
consideration. I pledge myself to sun- 
port no measure leading to a violation 
of the Constitution of the United 
States o r  dissolution of the Union. 

Gentlemen, I have the honor to he 
your most obedient servant, 

EDWARD WARE. 

Editor Eddleillall was a staullch 
Union man himself, and his views 
were shared by many, as the fol- 
lowing editorial item froin the 
same issue of his paper will sl~o\v: 

Kingston Mass Meeting.-Let no one 
forget the gathering of the friends of 
the Union a t  Kingston on Nov. 8. Am- 
ple accommodation will be provided for  
20,000 persons, and we hope to see a t  
least that  number in attendance. The 
noblest fabric of government ever 
purchased by the blood of patriotisnl 
or formed by the wisdom of man is 
threatened with destruction. Is there 
public virtue enough in the hearts of - 

*Supposed to have been located at Six Mile 
Station, Vann's Valley. 

the people to save i t?  If the assault 
were made by a foreign foe, 100,000 
bayonets in  Georgia would bristle in 
its defense. Shall the enthusiasm be 
less warm, the determination less firm, 
to hazard all i n  its protection, because 
the enemy is in our midst? 

Come out, then, t o  the meeting a t  
Kingston, and let us  mingle our voices 
in loud and long huzzas for  the glo- 
rious old government of our ancestors, 
endeared to us  a s  i t  is by the remi- 
niscences of the past, the incalculable 
blessings of the present and the bright 
anticipations of the future-spreading 
before the imagination a career of 
prosperity, of greatness and grandeur, 
to which all history affords no parallel. 
Let u s  meet and firmly resolve at any 
cost to maintain i t  pure and inviolate, 
a s  we received it. Come, people of 
Cherokee Georgia, and partake of the 
hospitality of your fellow citizens of 
Cass and Floyd. Come and listen to 
the eloquence of Stephens, and Cobb, 
and Toombs, and Andrews, and Petti- 
grew, and a host of others who are  to 
be there to address you. Come and 
enjoy a "feast of reason and a flow of 
soul." Let the wisdom of age be there 
to moderate and control the fire and 
impetuosity of youth. Let the pres- 
ence and the smile of woman, a s  in 
every contest of patriotism the world 
over, be ready to cheer and encourage 
the hardier sex in  the performance of 
its dutv. 

Let no one stay away because of 
the supposed weakness of our adver- 
saries. They are more numerous than 
many suppose.. They have talents, 
courage, cunning and money, and 
evince a determination to spend them 
freely in the desperate cause in which 
they have embarked. Come and show 
by your spirit and numbers your res- 
olution to permit no sacrilegious hand 
to render asunder the Glorious Flag 
of your Country. It has formed the 
winding sheet of many of your patriot 
ancestors. I t  has been to Americans 
in every land and on every sea, a s  f a r  
a s  human foot has trod, the Aegis of 
Safety. Proudly has i t  waved over a 
thousand bloody but victorious battle- 
fields, and it is for  you to say whether 
i t  shall be transmitted unsullied to 
your posterity. Let there be for  cen- 
turies no stain upon it, no erasure; 
but on its bright field let every STAR 
and every STRIPE forever shine re- 
splendently in  glorious equality! 

Thus were the war clouds as- 
suming shape. The next ten years 
was t o  be a period of preparation 
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in t l ~ o u g l ~ t  and to  a considerable 
extent at its close preparation in 
arms and munitions of war. Some 
years before this, statesillen and 
military leaders saw the prospect 
clearly. In 1844 Lieut. Win. T. 
Sherman, just out of West Point, 
was ordered to go by horseback 
from Charleston to  Marietta t o  
assist in hearing claims of Georgia 
volunteers in the Seminole War for 
lest horses and equipment. After 
finishing a t  Marietta, he passed 
through Cass (now Bartow) 
County, and examined the Tumlin 
Indian mound near Cartersville 
wit11 Col. Lewis Tumlin ; then pro- 
ceeded to  Bellefonte, Jackson Co., 
Ala., to continue his duties. H e  
made a thorough study of the 
country from the military stand- 
point, especially Kennesa~v Moun- 
tain, Allatoona Passaand the Eto- 
wah river.* After spending two 
n ~ o ~ l t h s  a t  Bellefonte, he returned 
to  Ft. Moultrie, Charleston Har- 
bor, 011 horseback via Rome, Alla- 

COL. ALFRED SHORTER, whom William 
Smith induced to come to Rome from Ala- 
bama, and who gave Dixie Shorter College. 

toona, Marietta (and Kennesaw), 
Atlanta, Macon and Augusta, fol- 
lcwing closely parts of the route 
he took 20 years later on his 
"March to the Sea."** 

Another distinguished guest of 
Rome who came on a different 
mission was J eiferson Davis ;*** 
and still another, on Tuesday, Oct. 
29, 1850, nTas Col. Albert J. Pick- 
ett ,  of Alabama, concerning whose 
inission the Rome Weekly Courier 
of Thursday, Oct. 31, 1850, printed 
the following notice : 

CoE. Pickett On DeSoto's Route.- 
Col. Albert J. Pickett, of Montgomery, 
Ala., author of the History of Ala- 
bama and incidentally of Georgia and 
Mississippi, entertained a large num- 
ber of our citizens for two hours Tues- 
day evening a t  the courthouse, giving 
an  interesting account of the invasion 
of Georgia by DeSoto, more than three 
centuries ago. Col. Pickett is in pos- 
session of a more minute account of 
this remarkable adventure than any 
man we have ever seen. Upon the site 
of our city, he asserted, DeSoto en- 
camped with 1,000 men for  30 days. 
during which time a battle was fought 
between the Spaniards under his com- 
mand and the Indian tribes then in- 
habiting this country. Evidences of 
this battle still exist in the shape of 
human bones dug out of a mound near 
the junction of the Etowah and the 
Oostanaula. 

From 1840 to 1861 Rome grew 
fast. In this period Wm. R. Smith 
(called "Long Bill" because lle 
wore his hair in a queue clown his 
back), Col. Wade S. Cotl~ran and 
Col. Daniel S. Printup appeared. 
All engaged in railroad enterprises, 
and in addition, Col. Printup at-  
tended to a large law l~usiness, and 
Col. Cothran acquired an interest 
ill the steamboat lines, for ~ v l ~ i c h  
Capt. F. M. Coulter had built a 
numl>er of handsome and service- 
able boats. - 

*Sherman's Memoirs. 1875. Vol. 11. 
**U. S. Senate Documents, Vol. 40, "Sher- 

man-a Memorial Sketch." 
***According to Mrs. Hiram D. Hill, Mr. 

Davis visited her parents, Col. and Mrs. Danl. R. 
Mitchell. Mrs. Mitchell was a member of the 
Mann family, to whose members Mr. Davis was 
also related. Mr. Davis and Mrs. Mitchell were 
second cousins, according to Mrs. Hill. 
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The Rome Railroad (originally 
the Memphis Branch Railroad and 
Steamboat Company of Georgia) 
was chartered Dec. 21, 1839, and 
the whole town turned out several 
years later when the first train 
puffed in from Kingston, 16 miles 
and a good hour away.* In 1855 the 
Nobles came from Reading, Pa., t o  
give Rome a decided boost in iron 
manufactures. , The LeHardys ar- 
rived from Belgium to  found their 
Belgian colony, an experiment 
which added much to  the agricul- 
tural interest and the social, edu- 
cational and cultural importance 
of Rome. Major Chas. H. Smith 
("Bill Arp") moved over from 
Lawrenceville in 1851, and thus 
Rome acquired a literary expound- 
er who could proclaim her glories 
abroad, a sweet-voiced singer who 
could put her wonders into type 
and an artist who could paint her 
rude characters in the colors of 
their native abode. 

Rome soon acquired a case of 
I <  growing pains." The editors began 

to call for better things than what 
Rome had had. The flickering 
street lamps and the house lamps 
and candles were an abomination. 
An enterprising firm advertised 
"camphine" as better than any light 
except the sun;  ten years later, in 
1860, a local firm started selling 
machines to make gas out of pine 
logs. 

In 1850 a volunteer fire company 
was formed, wit11 a reel that would 
carry buckets of water. Robt. Bat- 
tey was president and David G. 
Love secretary. ('Water, water" 
was every\vl~ere, but there were no 
pipes to  carry it in, and there was 
no pump to  send it  into a gravity 
tank. Luckily, the early fires were 
usually small, except one in 1858, 
which took most of the block on 
the west side of Broad Street be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth Avenues. 

The volunteers called for extra ap- 
paratus, but none was forthcoming 
for  a while. Rome was not t o  be 
built in a day. 

Soda water and ice cream ap- 
peared in 1850, and created a sen- 
sation. There was no great de- 
mand for them; the people needed 
such money as they had for more 
urgent necessities ; most of all, per- 
haps, they were new and untried. 
In  1860 the druggists attempted t o  
make soda water go again, and 
crave away quantities to  introduce ? 
it. The name of it a t  that  time 
was soda pop. The two drug stores 
were conducted by Dr. J. D. Dick- 
erson and Battey & Brother. The 
senior member of the latter was 
Dr. Geo. M. Battey, and the junior 
member Robt. Battey. Dr. Dick- 
crson not only ran his drug store, 
but found time to act as  the first 
mayor, which position he filled two 
terms, until December, 1850, when 
he retired in favor of Jas. P. Per- 
kins. Mr. Perkins was followed by 
Nathan Yarbrough in 1852. Other 
early mayors, of uncertain date, 
were Wm. Cook Gautier Johnstone 
and Jas. M. Sumter. In 1857 Judge 

"Judge John W. H. Underwood used to say YRS. ALFRED SHORTER, long prominent in 
it was the only railroad in the country that a the work of the 1st Baptist Church, and an 
man could ride all day for a dollar. able assistant to her remarkable husband. 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



Robt. D. Harvey was mayor, and 
in 1859-60 H. A. Gartrell, laxvyer 
and uncle of Henry W. Grady.* Old 
newspapers state that Dr. Thos. 
Jefferson Word was elected mayor 
;n 1861 and succeeded himself in 
1862. 

The proprietor of The Courier, 
an occasional traveler, informed his 
readers as follows, Jan. 30, 1851: 

Mail Change.-We are informed by 
Thos. J. Perry, Esq., postmaster a t  
this city, tha t  he has received a com- 
munication from the Department a t  
Washington giving assurance of a 
speedy and salutary change in the 
transportation of the mail and pas- 
sengers between this place and Gun- 
tersville, Ala. A four-horse stage 
coach will soon take the place of the 
spring wagon. Very well. 

And he piped this summarizing 
panegyric t o  the young city under 
<!ate of Feb. 5, 1851 : 

Rome, I t s  Prospects.-It is grati- 
fying to watch the gradual but certain 
growth of our young and vigorous city. 
Buildings of various kinds are rap- 
idly going up and valuable accessions 
are  being made to our population. 
Since the completion of the "Rome 
Railroad," business has steadily in- 
creased, and under a wise and liberal 
policy will be largely augmented dur- 
ing the next few years. If we are not 
greatly deceived, Rome will double its 
population of more than 3,000 in the 
next four years,. provided its resoumes 
are  properly directed and its inter- 
ests prudently fostered. I ts  popula- 
tion with the exception of some 20 or  
30 very clever doctors and lawyers, 
(who, we a re  happy to say, have but 
little to do), is made up mostly of sub- 
stantial business men who are per- 
manently identified with the place and 
deeply interested in its prosperity and 
reputation. 

Surrounded by a country of unsur- 
passed beauty and fertility, occupied 
by an  unusually dense and valuable 
agricultural population-at the ter- 
minus of railroad and steamboat 
transportation-Rome is and must ever 
continue to be a place of considerable 
commercial importance. 

We hope before the commencement 
of another business season we shall be 
able to record the establishment of a 
bank in our City.** Such a n  institu- 
tion under proper regulations will 
greatly promote the convenience and 

prosperity of every class of our citi- 
zens. Our business men should take 
this matter under immediate consider- 
ation, or a large and profitable interior 
trade may be forever diverted from 
their control. 

--- 
"Ye call us a small to~vn?"  quoth 

Editor Melville Dwiilell Mar. 3, 
1860. "Harken ye !" : 

A person living in Middle or Lower 
Georgia, who has never visited the 
"Metropolis of Cherokee," has an  idea 
tha t  i t  is like all other up-country 
towns, composed of a courthouse in the 
center of a square, surrounded by two 
taverns, a variety store, a ten pin al- 
ley, a blacksmith shop and three gro- 
ceries. He therefore expresses great 
surprise on coming to our City for the 
first time, to discover what a n  egregi- 
ous mistake he has made. One eye is 
opened slightly when he arrives a t  the 
depot and beholds those city institu- 
tions, church steeples, and a n  omnibus, 
and by the time his baggage is seized 
and violently tugged a t  by zealous 
drummers, from our two large rival 
hotels, that eye is wide open. The lids 
of the other begin to part  company, in 
order to give a better view of the long 
line of fine brick stores, stretching 
away up Broad Street, a t  the head of 
which, upon an  eminence overlooking 
the city, is the handsome residence of 
our .Ex-M. C.,*** and the imposing 
building of "Rome Female College," 

A t  nTght, when our stores and street  
a re  illuminated with gas, the rays of 
enlightenment begin to shine in upon 
his benighted mind. 

If he be here on the Sabbath, and is 
not a "heathen or a publican," he at- 
tends one of our four churches, and 
finds i t  filled with an  intelligent and 
attentive congregation, and hears a 
sermon that would be listened to with 
interest and profit by any similar as- 
sembly .in the State. On Monday 
morning, his curiosity being aroused, 
he strolls down one side of Broad 
Street, and up the other to observe the 
style and extent of our business. While 
he stands wondering a t  the number of 
cotton and produce wagons "com4ing 
to town," and our energetic business 
men hurrying to and fro, if i t  be a 
pleasant day, and he a n  unmarried 
man, his heart leaps a s  he hears tiny - 

*This list of before-the-war mayors is the 
completest and most accurate that it has been 
possible to obtain. 

**Several small banks of a fly-by-night char- 
acter had been established and had gone out of 
business prior to 1851. 

***Judge John H. Lumpkin. 
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heels, (bless their little soles), patter- 
ing on the pavement behind him. H e  
turns, and his gaze is fixed upon a 
sweet and intelligent face, just a s  f a r  
in advance of "a dear love of a bon- 
net" as  the most enthusiastic admirer 
of "beauty when unadorned" could 
wish. 

If not transfixed, he, like o t~e  of 
Dame Nature's loyal subjects, obeys 
her "supreme law," and immediately 
steps off the sidewalk, to make roo111 
for the widest circles of fashion that  
are "trundling" his way. Drawn ir- 
resistibly, he follows, and entering one 
of our many large dry goods houses, 
he sees several industrious and smil- 
ing clerks, energetically employed in 
pulling down and unrolling, and then 
rolling and putting up again, a n  ex- 
tensive assortment of calicoes, bereges, 
silks, satins, muslins, delaines, .etc., 
etc., to accommodate the fair  custom- 
ers, who throng the counters "only to  
see the latest spring styles." All doubts 
that  may have been excited by the in- 
formation that  Rome has furnished the 
last three Congressmen from the Fif th 
Pistrict* a re  dispelled, and he is 
"convinced against his will" that we 
have reached the highest point of civ- 
ilization. 

But he has  yet to learn the impor- 
tance of Rome, in a business point of 
view; for although he has observed 
that  we have a number of fashionable 
dry goods establishments, various 
clothing stores, large grocery houses, 
three livery stables, two extensive 
hardware and four drug  stores, also 
one of jewelry, another of crockery and 
a third of "books and stationery," he 
is surprised to learn tha t  besides the 
"college," we have a "Cherokee In- 
stitute" for boys and girls together, a 
high school for  the former by them- 
selves, and two or three others, where 
the younger ideas are just taking aim; 
that we have two "carriage reposito- 
ries," where fine buggies and other ve- 
hicles are made, and tha t  two cabinet 
shops, with steam motive power, giv- 
ing employment to about 50 hands, 
a re  daily manufacturing on an  exten- 
sive scale neat and durable furniture 
of the latest and best styles.** 

Upon enquiring the cause of so 
much blowing and whistling of steam 
engines, some one of our obliging citi- 
zens takes his arm and conducts him 
down to the foundry*** and shows - 

*Now the seventh. 
**Mayor Sumter conducted one of these. 
***Nobles'. 
****In 1847 it was 3,000. 
*****From the Southerner and Advertiser of 

about Aug. 26, 1860. 

him a large number of mechanics 
busily engaged in  the manufacture of 
machinery of all kinds. 

He is informed tha t  they built the 
first, and one of the best locomotives 
in the State, besides numerous engines 
f o ~  mines, mills, steamboats, etc. He 
is then taken to  the "Nonpareil Mills," 
and sees meal and flour in large quan- 
tities, ground by machinery, set  in mo- 
tion by one of these same engines. 

He is still unprepared for t he  most 
astounding discovery of all. When told 
that Rome, away up  in the northwest 
corner of the State, surrounded by the 
mountains of Cherokee, is situated a t  
the confluence of two streams, upon 
one of which, and upon the river which 
they form, four steamboats a re  con- 
stantly arriving and departing, he 
smiles and shakes his head incredu- 
lcusly. In  order t o  convince him, it is 
only necessary to take him down to 
the wharves, and point with honest 
pride to the floating witnesses. Three 
of them, he is informed, make weekly 
trips down the Coosa river, t o  Greens- 
port, Ala., and the fourth, three times 
a week, up the Oostanaula to Calhoun, 
Gordon County. Each leaves her wharf 
with a heavy cargo of merchandise, 
and returns laden with cotton, grain, 
lumber, etc., etc. 

The "chief among us taking notes," 
walks thoughtfully away with the con- 
viction that  Rome is "no mean city," 
and if in the course of a year or two 
he returns and hears the "Iron Horse" 
snorting through Vann's Valley, bring- 
ing its living freight from Mobile and 
New Orleans, on their way to the 
Northern cities, he will find tha t  it is 
making rapid strides to the position of 
influence and importance to which the 
hand of Nature points. 

The Tri-Weekly Courier of Aug 
8, 1860, stated that  the population 
of Floyd County in 1840 was 4,441, 
and presented the following census 
table comparisons :**** 
Year. Whites. Slaves. Free. Total 
1850 5,202 2,999 4 8,205 
1860 9,200 5,927 16 15,233 

James I. Teat, Floyd County tax 
receiver, presented the following 
couilty tax return figures for 1859 
and 1860 :***** 

Number of polls in 1859, 1,651; in 
1860, 1,738-gain, 87. 

Legal voters over 60 years of age, 
118. 

Total number of voters, 1,856. 
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Lawyers and physicians in 1859, 57; 
in 1860, 56. 

Free persons of color in 1859, 13; 
in 1860, 16. 

Value of land in 1859, $2,652,003; 
in 1860, $2,807,435. 

Town property in 1859, $446,680; in 
1860, $537,951. 

Value of slaves in 1859, $4,454,207; 
in 1860, $3,755,184. 

Amount of money, etc., in 1859, 
$1,937,849; in 1860, $2,104,490. 

Merchandise in 1859, $309,559; in 
1860, $340,565. 

Capital in steamboats in 1859, $6,- 
400; in 1860, $14,910. 

All other capital invested in 1859, 
$23,776; in 1860, $11,784. 

Household, etc., in 1859, $35,283; in 
1860, $36,805. 

All other property in 1859, $496,365; 
in 1860, $524,667. 

Total aggregate, 1859, $9,363,132 ; 
in 1860, $10,133,791-total gain, $770,- 
669. 

Average value of land per acre, 
$9.30. 

Average value of slaves, $651.70. 
Number of men over 60 years of age 

i t  proportion to polls, 14%. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Views and Events Leading Up to War 

LTHOUGH Floyd had been 
overwhelmingly a "Union 
county," her citizens. al- 
most t o  a man, were willing 

to g o  with the majority in any sit- 
uation atiecting the interests of the 
South. Thus we see the local sen- 
timent gradually changing, until 
in 1860 the anti-secession forces 
had lost considerable ground. This 
was brought about in general by 
the drift of the times, in particular 
1,y the  a1~ductions of slaves, the 
propaganda of traveling emissa- 
ries, and the literary efforts of 
Northern leaders opposed t o  
slavery. The writings of Wm. 
Lloyd Garrison, who edited an abo- 
litionist paper, Harriet Beecl~er 
Sto\ve. author of "Uncle Tom's 
Cabin," and Hinton Roman Helper, 
author of "The Impending Crisis," 
greatly inflamed sentimellt and 
tended to knit public opinion more 
closely. 

The Rome Tri-Weekly Courier 
g i ~ e s  a good view of some of these 
influences and the incidents ~vhich 
were the outgrowth of them. Says 
Capt. D~vinell in The Courier of 
Jan. 10, 1860: 

Look Out F o r  Him.-The Knoxville 
Whig gives the following description 
of a n  abolition emissary who, it says, 
intends "spending the winter a t  the 
South." His ostensible business seems 
to be selling and putting u p  gas burn- 
ers, and as Rome will very soon have 
need of such articles, he may honor 
us with a visit. 

He is about 23 or 25 years of age, 
weighs about 135, has light hair, sort 
of gray  or blue eyes; his height i s  
about 5 feet, 6 inches; he is fond of 
music, is a scientific fiddler; goes about 
a s  a n  agent for  gas burners; is an  in- 
cessant talker; is well informed for a 
man of his age, talks up freely on all  
subjects. Has letters addressed to 
him a t  different points, sometimes John 

*John Brown ; hanged Dec. 2, 1859, at Charles- 
town, Va., for raid on Harper's Ferry. 

Jenkins, a t  other times to J. P. Jen- 
kins, and again to J. W. P. Jenkins. 

The Whig says he spent some time 
in Jacksboro, Tenn., and on his return 
to his home, Brooklyn, N. Y., he wrote 
a long letter on the subject of slavery 
to a citizen of the former place. We 
subjoin a n  extract, and hope a strict 
watch may be kept for him: 

"Depend upon i t ,  when Brown* dies, 
the ghost will haunt many tha t  may 
gloat upon the sight, or imaginary one 
of Brown and his party, a s  they see 
them dangling on the scaffold paying 
their desire of revenge! And eye long 
there will be a howling in their ears. 
with thunder tones the snappings and 
crackings of those long-forged chains, 
until they awake as from a dream a t  
last, in which they shall see their folly 
in having executed men for their feel- 
ings of benevolence. 

"I see that the institution i s  getting 
very sick. I t  has the ague in its worst 
form in Virginia, It has the consump- 
tion, and almost a galloping one, in 
Missouri. So i t  has  in portions of Ken- 
tucky and many parts  of the South. 
The seeds of discontent a re  being 
sowed broadcast, even to the most re- 
mote regions. Not through the in- 
fluence of emissaries from the North 
particularly, but by the force of the 
power of emigration and civilization." 

There are  too many of these scoun- 
drels prowling about through the 
Southern states. Their object is the 
same a s  is p~oclaimed in the "Impend- 
ing Crisis," and attempted to be car- 
ried out by John Brown and his con- 
federates-emancipation of our slaves 
-attended by murder, arson and all 
that is terrible and revolting in a ser- 
vile war. We are no* advocates of mob 
law, but we believe In the first law of 
nature, and in such instances a s  these, 
frequently our only safety is in sum- 
mary proceedings. 

We learn from the Atlanta papers 
that last week in tha t  city one of these 
vile incendiaries, named Newconlb, a 
clerk in a dry goods house, drank a 
toast to the health of John Brown, and 
eulogized his character. He was .al- 
lowed to escape without just punish- 
ment for  his temerity. We are  op- 
posed to rashness and precipitancy in 
-such cases, but when guilt is fully es- 
tablished, these fellows should be dealt 
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with in such manner as will cause them 
to remember the lesson the balance of 
their days, and enable them to recite 
i t  with earnestness and eloquence to 
such of their friends a s  may seem in- 
clined to embark on similar enter- 
prises. 

The Impending Crisis.-We find the 
subjoined extract from this notorious 
book in one of our exchanges. South- 
erners can infer from i t  the purpose 
and character of the work: 

"So it seems that the total number 
of actual slave owners, including their 
entire crew of cringing lick-spittles, 
against whom we have to contend, i s  
but  347,525. Against the army for the 
defense and propagation of slavery, we 
think i t  will be an easy matter-in- 
dependent of the negroes, who in nine 
cases out of ten would be delighted 
with an opportunity to cut their rnas- 
ters' throats, and without accepting a 
single recruit from the free states, Eng- 
land, France or Germany-to mus- 
te r  one a t  least three times as large 
and f a r  more respectable, for its utter 
extinction. We are  determined to abol- 
ish slavery a t  all hazards-in defiance 
of all opposition of whatever nature, 
which it is possible for the slaveocrats 
to muster against us. Of this they 

may take due notice, and then govern 
themselves accordingly." 

I t  i s  nothing more nor less than a 
declaration of war against the South 
and her institutions, in which we are 
warned to "take due notice" that  our 
slaves will be given the opportunity 
of cutting our throats. And this trea- 
sonable document is recommended by 
68 Northern men, *including Congrcss- 
men, Governors and clergymen. I t  is 
endorsed by leaders of the Black Re- 
publican party, among them John 
Sherman, of Ohio, their speaker of the 
House of Representatives; Wm. H. 
Seward," Senator from New York, 
says of it: 

"I have read 'The Impending Crisis' 
with deep attention. I t  seems to me 
a work of information and logical anal- 
ysis." 

And Mr. Seward will in all proba- 
bility be the candidate of his party for 
the presidency. These facts will do for 
fjoutherners to ponder well. 

The Courier of Jan. 19, 186C, re- 
produced the followiilg from the 
Montgomery Mail as embodying 
its own seiltimeilts : 

Something, Something, Anything!- 
NOW tha t  the state convention of the 
dominant party has adjourned, the gen- 
eral hope is that the Legislature will 
do something-anything-by way of 
preparing to meet the requirements of 
the war  that is almost upon us. Let 
no man accuse us of disunion purposes. 
The question is not, will not be, left 
to the South for decision. The forces 
of Abolition intend to leave us no op- 
tion but to fight for  our firesides, or 
do as cowards do. As they moved a t  
Harper's Ferry, so they are prepar- 
ing to move all over the South. Plots 
have already been detected and stifled 
in Missouri. "Irrepressible Conflict" 
ineans the knife a t  your throat and 
the torch a t  your house, reader, and 
both a t  the dead of night. Whenever 
you take up and drive off an Abolition- 
ist from your neighborhood, he goes 
to the next county, and another takes 
his place. The dead ones cease to act. 

T11e following of Jan. 24, 1860, 
illustrates a habit of traveling 
salesmen from the North: 

The Latest Dodge.-The Yankees are 
never at a loss for expedients. During 
this "impending crisis" they have se- ' 

CAPT. MELVILLE DWINELL, native of Ver- 
mont, bachelor and noted Rome newspaper. 
editor. who gave Henry Grady his first "job." 

*Mr. Seward became Lincoln's Secretary of 
War. As a young man ne taught school a 
while at Milledgeville. 
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The Silhouette was the orig- 
inal way of presenting pic- 
tures, It was obtained by 
shining a light on the sub- 
ject's head and tracing from 
the shadow 0% a wall. We 
do not use it as of old, but 
it is artistic and odd just the 
same. 

ROME BELLES AND MATRONS IN SILHOUETTE 
Eugene LeHardy de Beaulieu. of Rome's Belgian colony, did the above silhouettes Apdl 

27, 1853, for "the ladies of the Baptist congregation.'* They are, from the top across. left 
to right, Mrs. Hollis Cooley (Elizabeth Harper), Mrs. A. N. Verdery, Virginia Verdery, Mary 
Latimer, Georgia Cooley (Mrs. Eben Hillyer), Sarah Hooper (Mrs. Thos. W. Alexander). 
Nancy Nelson and Mrs. Alfred Shorter. 
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cured a large amount of Southern cus- 
ton1 by sending out their drummers 
dressed in homespun! The ruse pays, 
and as drummers are generally expect- 
ed to be a n  accommodating set, per- 
fectly free and perfectly persuasive, 
they never lose an opportunity to talk 
humorously conservative, a s  if the po- 
litical hubbub now rampant was all  a 
meaningless fudge, and the North and 
the South are  as  firmly linked a s  ever. 
But yet, when a serious discussion 
arises they are  intensely Southern, and 
their homespun is proof positive !- 
Petersburg Express. 

The Courier of Jan. 26, 1860, ap- 
prizes us of an attack on "The Iin- 
pending Crisis" from the floor of 
the House by a Roinan :* 

The following is a n  extract from the 
speech of the Hon. John W. H. Under- 
wood, of Rome, in the  House of Rep- 
resentatives, Washington, on the 16th 
inst. I t  places John Sherman's rela- 
tion to the Helper book in a new and 
strong light: "Mr. Clerk, when we as- 
sembled in  this hall on the first Mon- 
day in December last, we found upon 
the floor of this House 40 members who 
had 'cordially endorsed' Helper's 'Im- 
pending Crisis of the South,' a book 
which proposes arson? murder, rapine, 
insurrection and servlle war. Among 
the signers of that  'cordial endorse- 
ment' is the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio, Mr. Sherman, the candidate of 
the Black Republican party for speak- 
er. . . . That  man Helper, 
some months prior to this 'cordial en- 
dorsement,' was exposed by the honor- 
able Senator from North Carolina in 
the Senate, and denounced as a thief, 
and this was put into the records of 
Congress; and not only that, this same 
Helper assaulted a member of this 
House (Mr. Craige, of North Caro- 
lina) in his seat, about this same work; 
and I respectfully submit, the hon- 
orable gentleman from Ohio was too 
careless, too unmindful of public events 
when he endorsed this author's work 
without knowing the contents of the 
book. Sir, if ever there was a clear 
case of criminal negligence, this is the 
one, if i t  were a crime to endorse cor- 
dially that  Helper work!" 

Judge Uilderwood sl~ortly passed 
through Atlanta : 

We find the following in the 
Atlanta Intelligencer and cheer- 
fully transfer i t  to OUT columns as a 
merited complilnent t o  our Immediate 
representative and fellow townsman. 

We commend the concluding paragraph 
to the consideration of the Floyd Cav- 
alry, "quorum ille magna pars," and 
also to those interested in the organi- 
zation of the new foot company: 

"Hon. John W. H. Underwood, the 
representative of the Fif th Congres- 
sional District, passed through our city 
yesterday morning. He was looking 
in fine plight, and so f a r  a s  looks are  
concerned, is a n  ornament to the Geor- 
gia delegation in Congress. But he has 
mental ability a s  well as  looks. More- 
over, we find from his conversation that 
he is fired up with a just sense of 
the perils impending over the South. 
He is in favor of arming the South, 
and advocates on the part  of Georgia 
a preparation to meet the 'irrepressi- 
ble conflict' which he says must sooner 
or later come upon us. We cordially 
respond to his recommendation. Let 
the State of Gemgia arm her military 
.forces, encourage voluntee~ companies, 
provide arms and ammunltion, and in 
tinles of peace prepare for  war. This 
is what prudence demands. We are  
for  peace as  long as we can preserve 
our rights by adherence to lt, but when 
farbearance ceases to be a virtue, we 
say let the fight come on. We have no 
fears of the final result of such a con- 
~ ~ ~ c ~ . " - ~ o u R I E R ,  FEB. 9, 1560. 

\V11ile the ~olemics  of stump and 
priilting press were raging, the 
1)oys. were busy curryi-ng their 
inouilts and polishing their old 
squirrel guns : 

Floyd Cavalry-An Infantry Corps. 
-The Floyd Cavalry, under coiiiznand 
of Capt. W. S. Cothran, paraded in 
our streets on Saturday. We are  glad 
to see that notwithstanding the dis- 
couragements this company have met 
with, they have persevered in their de- 
termination to succeed. Their ranks 
were not very full, but we hope the 
election of Col. Cothran to the cap- 
taincy will excite additional zeal. We 
are  rejoiced to learn that a n  infantry 
company is about being organized in 
this place. 

We call the attention of all the citi- 
zens interested in the safety of the 
country to the fact. In the name of 
patriotism and in view of the exigen- 
cies of the times we entreat them to  
render all the aid they can. The spies 
sent out by the Abolition leaders of 
the North to pry into the conditions of 
our military system speak in the most 

*Since this was launched a week before the 
Georgia delegation left Congress, quite likely 
it was Judge Underwood's parting shot. 
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contemptuous terms of them. They 
have doubtless thereby been embolden- 
ed in their attacks upon our rights. 
An ample p~eparat ion for the worst i s  
the surest way to avert it. Let u s  not 
be behind the rest of the state in the 
work, but let us place these two com- 
panies in a position second to none.- 
COURIER, TUESDAY, FEB. 7, 1860. 

Failure t o  recognize the South 
as the "\vl~ite man's country" 
caused keen em1)arrassment t o  a 
sojourner in Rome, as told under 
date of Pel,. 9, 1860: 

An Excitement.-An individual who 
claimed to be a drummer for a Kew 
York house arrived here from Mari- 
etta Tuesday afternoon. He was un- 
derstood by passengers on the car  to 
utter heretical sentiments on the sub- 
ject of negro equality; and upon m- 
formation being given to  this effect to 
some of our citizens, he was waited 
upon and none too politely requested 
to leave. He seemed to be very earn- 
estly desirous of complying immediate- 
ly, but was left by the evening train 
and compelled to wait over until yes- 
terday. A t  one time he was in im- 
niediate danger of being roughly 
treated, and was so badly scared that  
he was heard to express a preference 
for a climate usually considered much 
warmer than the tropics. He evidently 
thought Rome too hot for him! 

I t  is a most astonishing thing to us 
that a Northern man a t  this juncture 
will permit an  anti-slavery opinion to 
escape his lips in the South. They must 
be most stupid folks if they cannot 
learn under the experience of such 
teachings a s  they have had. 

This incident suggested t o  the 
citizens of Rome a mass meeting - 
two davs later t o  Dass resolutions 
outlauring Northern-made goods. 
The Courier account and its edito- 
rial comment of Saturday, Feb. 11, 
1860, are here~vith presented : 

Nan-Intercourse Meeting.-In an- 
other column we publish the proceed- 
ings of this meeting held in the City 
Hall on last Thursday. I t  is an  impor- 
tant step in the onward march of the 
South to independence and greatness. . . . Now the question arises, do 
we intend to abide by these resolu- 
tions? Or will the persons, compris- 
ing a large number of our wealthiest 
and most intelligent citizens, who 
adopted them with such unanimity, 
utterly disregard them, a s  was inti- 

mated in the meeting, whenever they 
can save a few dimes by giving the 
preference in the purchase of their( 
goods to those merchants who may 
bring them from the North? If so, the 
whole affair will be a most absurd fail- 
ure, a ridiculous farce. We have 
greater confidence in the sincerity and 
the self-sacrificing patriotism of the 
people of Floyd County than to enter- 
tain such a thought for a moment. 

Citizens' NomIntercourse Meeting.- 
Pursuant .to a call from a committee 
made up of W. S. Cothran, J. H. Lump- 
kin, J. R. Freeman, J. M. Spullock, W. 
A. Fort,  C. H. Smith, J. B. Underwood, 
F. C. Shropshire, Alfred Shorter, Dr. 
J. King, T. W. Alexander, Dr. T. J. 
Word, Thos. G. Watters and J. H. Mc- 
Clung, a portion of the citizens of 
Floyd County met a t  11 o'clock a t  the 
City Hall, and on motion df Dr. Alvin 
Dean, his honor the mayor, Henry A. 
Gartrell, was called to the c h a i ~ .  The 
chairman then stated the object of the 
meeting to be to assert our Commer- 
cial Independence of the North. On 
motion of Hon. J. W. H. Underwood, 
Dr. Alvin Dean and Col. Jos. Watters 
were named vice-presidents, and J. W. 
NTofford and Geo. T. Stovall were re- 

MAJOR AND MRS. CHAS. H. SMITH-"Bill 
Arp's" "open letter to Abe Linkhorn" in 
April, 1861, proved a sensation in the South. 
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quested to act as secretaries: The 
chai~man appointed the following to 
act a s  a steering committee: Thos. E. 
Williamson, D. B. Hamilton, F. C. 
Shropshire, J. R. Freeman, Green T. 
Cunningham, J. F. Hoskinson, B. F. 
Hooper, J. P. Holt, Jos. Ford, C. P. 
Dean and B. F. Payne. 

While the committee were out, Col. 
Underwood set forth in an  able and 
eloquent speech the relations existing 
between the two sections of the coun- 
try-the aggressive and unconstitu- 
tional policy of the Nwth on the one 
hand and the degrading dependence of 
the South on the other, and earnestly 
urged upon those present the duty and 
importance of throwing off the finan- 
cial shackles by which the South is 
bound. 

The following resolutions were 
passed : 

"Resolved, first, That the merchants 
and mechanics of this city and county 
be requested to patronize Southern 
manufacturers, Southern markets and 
direct importations to Southern ports, 
to the exclusion of all others. 

"Resolved, second, That in the pur- 
chase of our dry goods, groceries, hard- 
ware and other merchandise we will 
support and sustain those who comply 
with the foregoing resolutions. 

"Resolved, third, That while we have 
a n  abiding confidence in the patriotism 
and fidelity of some of our Northern 
friends, yet duty to the South requires 
that  we should stand to and abide by 
the foregoing resolutions - until the 
Northern states demonstrate a t  the bal- 
lot box their fidelity to the Constitu- 
tion and the laws, by driving from our 
national councils the leaders of that  
demoniac crew known as  the Black Re- 
publican party, and by repealing all 
their local laws which militate against 
the common Constitution of our coun- 
try. 

"Resolved, fourth, That the people 
of the whole country, irrespective of 
party affiliation, are requested to meet 
a t  the City Hall on the first Tuesday in 
March, next, for the purpose of ratify- 
ing the foregoing resolutions." 

The resolutions were adopted with 
only one dissenting vote. Mr. C. H. 
Smith then offered the following res- 
olution : 

"Resolved, That all persons who 
voted for the foregoing resolutions sign 
the same." 

Unanimously carried. Messrs. W. 
B. Terhune, R. D. Harvey, G. S. Black, 
H. Allen Smith, F. C. Shropshire, T. 

E, Williamson ,and J. W. H. Under- 
wood had discussed certain features of 
the matter. Meeting then adjourned 
after thanking the officers. 

On T l ~ u r s d a y ,  M a y  10,1860, Capt. 
Dwinell sounded this warning.  
which, by the way, w a s  highly 
prophetic of 1922 : 

There has, perhaps, been no time 
since the organization of our govern- 
ment when the public mind has been 
so completely in confusion as  it now is 
throughout this section of the country. 
The great party that  has for years 
claimed to be the only national one in 
existence is dis~upted and thousands 
of its members now stand aghast, in 
confused amazement and know not 
what to do. A fearful struggle be- 
tween love of party and patriotism is 
going on in their breasts, and cow- 
ardly demagogues with timid haste and 
pale-faced alarm a re  clambering up on 
the neutral fences and getting ready 
a t  the first safe moment to  jump to 
the stronger side. The people should 
mark these miscreant poltroons who 
now with cringing cowardice sneak be- 
hind; they will soon appear upon the 
side of the majority and ask to be made 
leaders of the victorious hosts. 

A fearful responsibility now rests 
upon the shoulders of every citizen of 
the South. Political parties are to a 
great extent broken up and disorgan- 
ized and every individual now has to 
advise himself without the aid of po- 
litical leaders. Under these circum- 
stances every man should be cautious 
and prudent, but unwaveringly deter- 
mined to do right and perform his 
duty whatever that  may be. Old party 
names and distinctions should be 
thrown to the dogs, and, actuated by 
pure patriotism, all men should buckle 
on their armour and volunteer to  fight 
for our unmistakable constitutional 
rights and the permanent prosperity 
of our most sacred institutions. 

In these times of political excite- 
ment there is danger that the people, 
being exasperated, may be carried to 
extremes ; therefore be on your guard, 
and "let all the ends thou aimest a t  be 
thy country's, God's, and truth's." Bear 
in mind that  you a re  now a t  least com- 
pletely untrammelled, and i t  is your 
most imperative duty, with patriotic 
zeal, boldly to contend for justice and 
the rights of your section. Think not 
too much of "choosing between evils," 
but rather make a determined choice 
between right and wrong. "If the Lord 
be God, serve Him, if Baal, serve him." 
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A PICTURE TAKEN WHEN ROME'S WEALTH LAY IN HER COTTON. 
Williamson & Co. had their "stand" where the Howel Cotton Co. is  now located. The uncompleted state o f  the Shorter College buildings ( a t  upper 

right) fixes the date of this picture a s  1877. Joe P. Clover bought the photograph from a darkey on the street. The water tower, erected six years 
before, is  conspicuous in the upper left, while near it and a little below is the S. G. Hardy (Thompson Hiles) home, still standing; and a t  the upper 
right hand comer is  "Belvidere", the home of Hollis Cooley. 
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The election of President of the 
United States was to be held Tues- 
day, Nov. 6, 1860. The tickets in 
the field were Abraham Lincoln, of 
Illinois, and Hatlnibal Hamlin, of 
Maine, nominated by the Repub- 
licans, or  "Black Republicans," as 
they were called a t  the South; 
Stephen A. Douglas, of Illinois, and 
Herschel V. Johnson, of Georgia, 
put forward by the "Squatter Sov- 
ereignty''" hosts ; 5110. C. Breckiil- 
ridge, of Kentucky, and Jos. Lane. 
of Indiana (a native of Buncombe 
County, N. C.), running on the 
-4merican or "Know Nothing" plat- 
form ; and John Bell,** of Tennes- 
see, and Edward Everett, of Mass- 
achusetts, representing the Consti- 
tutional Union party.*** 

The Courier supported Bell and 
Everett and carried Floyd County 
for them; the rival newspaper, the 
Southern & Advertiser, backed 
Breckinridge and Lane and got 
them second place. Douglas and 
Johnson were a poor third; they 
split the Democratic vote of the 
United States ~ 4 t h  Ereckinridge 
and Lane, else Lincoln might have 
been defeated. 

On Monday, Apr. 23, 1860, the 
various factions held a national 
convention at Charleston, S. C. 
This proved to  be a hot session for 
the delegates ; the disunionists 
withdrew, and it was voted t o  ad- 
journ the convention to Baltimore 
Md., for  June 18, 1860. Editor 
Du.inell attended the Cl~arleston 
meeting, and sent back to  his read- 
ers some vivid accounts of the tur- 
moil and strife. 

?'he Romans, always ready with 
mass meetings and resolutions, met 
Tuesday, May 3, 1860, to adopt a 
policy. Here is an  account of the 
l~roceedings, as presented in The 
Courier of two days later: 

Democmtic Meeting.-We publish 
in another column the resolutions 
adopted by the Democratic party of 
Floyd County on last  Tuesday. They 
fully sustain the seceders from the 

Charleston Convention and deal a 
death blow to Squatter Sovereignty in 
this county. 

F. C. Shropshire, Esq., offered a 
substitute, according honesty and pa- 
triotic motives to the seceders, but re- 
fusing to say whether they acted right 
or  wrong. Hon. J. H. Lumpkin re- 
viewed the history of the party f m  
four years past;  from the adoption of 
the Cincinnati platform to the deser- 
tion of Douglas; from the rise of 
Squatter Sovereignty to the adjourn- 
ment of the Charleston Convention. H e  
gave a succinct, clear and correct re- 
cital of the action of this body; the de- 
termination of Judge Douglas' friends, 
the enemies of the South, to force him 
upon us, and repudiate the Constltu- 
tional rights of the South so clearly 
defined by the Supreme Court, and pre- 
sented in the majority platform by 
seventeen Democratic States-fifteen 
of which were slave states. He showed 
that  no course was left for Southern 
men who respected the rights and 
equality of their section but to with- 
draw from the Squatters. 

M:. Shropshire followed in support 
of his resolutions. He exhorted Dem- 
ocrats to harmonize. He told them 
tha t  the party had been pledged since 
1847 to abide by the principles of non- 
intervention by Congress with slavery 
in any way, and they should be faithful 
to their pledge, and stand by t h e i ~  
Northern friends who had stood by 
them. He wound up with a most af- 
fecting appeal. He assured them the 
party would be ruined unless there was 
a conlpromise; he begged his friends 
opposed to him to yield a little-just a 
little-and the great Democratic party 
would once more unfurl its proud ban- 
Eer, etc., etc. 

W. B. Terhune, Esq., made a few 
pointed remarks in favor of the ma- 
jority report; read the resolution 
adopted by the December convention; 
said the seceding delegates had acted 
in accordance with the principles there- 
in laid down and they should be sus- 
tained by the party. H e  moved to lay 
Mr. Shropshire's substitute on the ta- 
ble, which was carried by an over- 
whelming vote. - 

*According to Avery's History of Georgia, 
p. 103, the "squatter sovereignty doctrine 
claimed the right of territorial legislatures to 
determine the Question of slavery in the terri- ~ - - ~ - -  . 

tories." 
**As a member of Congress in 1835, Mr. Bell 

was requested by John Ross to call for an in- 
vestigation of the arrest of Ross and John 
Howard Payne by the Georgia Guard. 

***It appears from this line-up that a delib- 
erate effort was made to split the vote of the 
South and throw the plum to Lincoln. 
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The report of the committee was 
then adopted with only four or  five 
dissenting voices. 

We observed the same distinction 
between the speeches of Messrs. Lump- 
kin and Terhune on one side and Mr. 
Shropshire on the other, which char- 
acterized the debate in the Charleston 
convention and the letters of distin- 
guished Democrats in reply to the Ma- 
con committee. 

The two former spoke for principle, 
for the  Constitution and Southern 
equality, while the latter spoke for 
purty and nothing but party. 

Resolutions Adopted.-First. That 
the protection of all the rights, both 
of person and property of all citizens, 
is the sole legitimate purpose for which 
Governments a re  instituted. 

Second. That the Federal Govern- 
ment of the States of the Union is 
bound, to the full extent of the powers 
delegated to i t  by them, to protect all 
citizens of all the states, in all 
their rights of person and property, 
everywhere, and more especially upon 
the public domain, their common prop- 
erty. 

Third. That a large and increasing 
majority of the people, under the 
name of Black Republicans, of the 
Eastern, Middle and Northwestern 
States, are striving to get controi of 
the F e d a a l  Government, with the 
avowed purpose of withholding this 
protection from more than three thous- 
and millions of Southern property, and 
of thus putting this property in a state 
of outlawry, in a government which 
derives from it more than two-thirds of 
all i ts revenues. 

Fourth. That, therefore, the demand 
made by the Southern delegates to! the 
Charleston convention of a distinct 
recognition of the equal right of South- 
ern citizens and property to protection 
by the Common Government, qpdn 
common soil, was highly exped~ent, 
reasonable and just. 

Fifth. That the obstinate refusal of 
the delegations from the sixteen States 
now under the control of the Black 
Republicans, to make this recognition, 
denlanded by the seventeen Democratic 
States of the Union, and recognized 
as just by many individual delegates 
from all the States, gives painful evi- 
de11ce that  a majority of those de lep-  
tions already sympathize with the 
Black Republicans in their unrelenting 
hostility to our Constitutional rights. 

Sixth. That the withdrawal of a 
large portion of the Southern delegates 
from the convention upon this une- 

quivocal manifestation of sectional 
hostility to our rights was wise, manly 
and putriotic, and entitles them to the 
thanks of the whole Southern people. 

Seventh. That we will appear by our 
delegates in the convention, to be held 
a t  Milledgeville, on the 4th day of June 
next, to deliberate upon the course to 
be pursued by the Democratic party of 
Georgia, in the present condition of po- 
litical affairs. 

Eighth. That if a majority of that 
convention shall deem i t  expedient that 
Georgia should be represented a t  the 
adjourned meeting of the Charleston 
convention, to take place a t  Baltimore, 
on the 18th of June  next, we  will con- 
sent to it for the sake of harmony, but: 
upon the express condition tha t  we will 
not be bound by the action of that 
body unless i t  shall give its assentr in 
sincerity of purpose and good faith to 
the principles contended for  by the 
Democratic states a t  Charleston, and 
give us in addition a sound candidate. 

The lightning-rod salesman was 
another "gentleman from the 
ru'orth" for whom Floyd County 
citizens kept peeled an eager eye. 
The Courier of Aug. 30, 1860, stat- 
ed that a correspondent of The Sa- 
vannah News, writing under date 
of Aug. 10 from the Steamship 
Montgomery, declared a man on 
board by the name of John Owens, 
of Erie County, N. Y., who had been 
patting up lightning rods in Geor- 
gia and West Florida, had asserted 
that John Brown died in a good 
cause, and he (Owens) would be 
willing to lay d o ~ v n  his life for the 
same; also that he announced his 
intention of returning to the South. 

"Last year a mail by the name 
of O\vens, selling patent lightning 
rods, passed through this county 
;ri~!! met with considerable success," 
continued The Courier. "He had 
much to say against abolitionists, 
u~hic11 was a suspicious circum- 
stance. Let us be on the watch for 
him, and when he returns, have an 
investigation. Will not The Savan- 
nah News obtain from its corre- 
spondent a description of John 
Owens, in order that he may be 
identified on his return?" 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



MINIATURE PORTRAITS OF TWO "OLD TIMERS." 
Dr. and Mrs. Jno. Wesley Connor. the parents of Prof. W. 0. Connor, of Cave Spring. 

Mrs. Connor was Henrietta Mayson, of Ninety-Six, S. C. As a girl she met Gen. LaFayette, 
who pronounced her the prettiest youna lady he had seen in America. She lies buried in 
the Cave Spring cemetery. 

A "Lincoln defeat" was seen by 
The Courier of Thursday, Sept. 1, 
1860: 

Lincoln's Defeat Certain.-Hereto- 
fore we had little hope that the Black 
Republican candidate could be defeat- 
ed. With the opponents of that party 
divided and belligerent we saw no pos- 
sible chance to avoid the disgrace of a 
Black Republican Administration. But 
our fears have vanished, for the defeat 
of Lincoln is now fixed. 

The Rome Light Guards received 
their caps by July 4, 1860, and by 
Sept. 22, 1860, one of the brilliant 
sample uniforms appeared. This 
uniform was of blue cloth, scarlet 
trimmings and gold buttons, and 
made the boys of the other com- 
panies extremely envious of the 
wearers. 

The desire of the political lead- 
ers for the Cherokee Georgia vote 
was emphasized in the autumn of 
1860 by the appearance in Rome of 
some of the "biggest guns" in the 
state and section. No such ail ar- 

ray of orators has ever declaimed 
against Rome's mountain slopes. 

On Thursday, Sept. 20, 1860, 
Wm. L. Yancey, of Alabama, whose 
speeches did as much as any other 
agency to  stir the war spirit in 
the South, spoke a t  Kingston, and 
a large crowd of Romans went on 
a Rome Railroad excursion to  hear 
him. 

Un Thursday, Sept. 27,1860, Sen- 
ator Alfred Iverson, of Columbus, 
addressed a crowd a t  the City Hall. 
Alexander H. Stephens sat on the 
platform at this meeting. but de- 
clined to make a speech. H e  spoke 
on the day following a t  a barbecue 
a t  Floyd Springs, after an intro- 
duction by Judge Augustus R. 
Wright. 

On Saturday, Sept. 29,1860, Benj. 
H. Hill spoke a t  Sloan, Berry & 
Company's warehouse. On Mon- 
day, Oct. 22, 1860, Mr. Hill spoke 
again. On this latter occasion he 
was proceeding to  Cedartown t o  
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assist in the defence ;f Col. J. J. 
hlorrison, charged before the Polk 
Superior Court with killing Thos. 
W. Chisolm on the day of the last 
general election. 

On Monday, Oct. 29, 1860, Steph- 
en A. Douglas ("The Little Gen- 
eral"), spoke for his presidential 
ticket a t  Kingston, and was heard 
by many from Rome. 

'Che county was on the brink of 
the war precipice, ready fpr a head- 
long tumble in. 

From the Tri-Weekly Cburier 
of Tuesday morning, Dec. 4, 1860, 
we quote to  illustrate the rising 
war sentiment : 

"Georgia's Only Hope of Safety I s  in 
Secession."-A large portion of this 
paper is devoted to an extract from a 
letter with the above heading. We 
publish this instead of the speech of 
Judge Benning, believing that i t  pre- 
sents a clearer and stronger argument 
in favor of secession than the speech 
alluded to. In the statement of our 
grievances the writer makes out a very, 
very strong case and proves very con- 
clusively-what we bdieve most peo- 
ple are ready to a d m i t t h a t  Georgia 
ought to resist abolition encroachmewts. 

Our Legislature in calling the con- 
vention state that fact and we have 
heard no man deny i t ;  and the appTo- 
priation of a million of dollars, which 
everybody favors, confirms the pur- 
pose of a firm, determined resistance 
on the part of Georgia. Now, if we 
admit what the writer's argument 
seems to imply, viz: that  the entire 
North is irredeemably demoralized and 
not a t  all worthy to be trusted, then 
how is i t  that separate State action is 
to be more effectual against them than 
the united strength of all the parties 
aggrieved by their hostility? We are 
as much in favor of resistance as  this 
letter writer or any one else, but for 
our life we can see no sense in each 
one of the fifteen States that have been 
aggrieved, setting up a separate and 
independent mode of retaliation ; nor 
any propriety in separately running 
helter skelter from the common enemy. 

As the matter now stands, the entire 
South is arraigned in solid columns 
against the North. There aTe fifteen 
inde~endent brigades on our side and 

to be a virtue," and now along our en- 
tire lines there is such a state of con- 
sternation and excitement as was never 
before witnessed in Crying to deter- 
mine "what shall be done." Two or 
three brigades seem determined, re- 
gardless of the action of the others, to 
break ranks and retreat immediately. 
Nearly every brigade has called a coun- 
cil of war, while all are a ~ m i n g  them- 
selves for a fight. . 

What say you, men of the Georgia 
brigade? Will you retreat a t  once, and 
without even consulting the other brig- 
ades of this great army-those that 
have protected your right and left 
wings, that have been your "front 
guard and Tear ward" during a cam- 
paign of 84 years? Most surely you 
will not. The generous bravery that 
swells the bosoms of Georgia's noble 
sons would not allow them to be 
treacherous to an enemy; then how 
much less to true and long tried 
friends. 

This vexed slavery question must 
and will be speedily settled, in some 
way or another. But whatever is done, 
let us not have a divided South. "A 
house divided against itself cannot 
stand." 

Floyd County Meeting.-The follow- 
ing aTe the resolutions passed in the 

eighteen of th' enemy- The enemy 
BISHOP THOMAS FIELDING SCOTT. of Ma- have been practicing a garilla warfare rietta, who was the leading light in the es- 

upon us until "forbearance has ceased tablishment of St. Peter's Episcopal church. 
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meeting of citizens at the City Hall, 
on Monday the  3rd instant: 

Resolved, That  the time has arrived 
when i t  becomes the duty of every 
friend of Georgia to discard partizan 
feelings and purposes, and unite in a n  
earnest effort to maintain her rights, 
secu2.e her liberties, and vindicate her 
honor. 

Resolved, That this Union of South- 
ern heads and hearts being a n  indis- 
pensable pre-requisite to efficient ac- 
tion, we pledge ourselves to do every- 
thing in our power to  promote, estab- 
lish and maintain it. 

Resolved, That  we recognize the 
clearly expressed will of a majority of 
the people of Floyd county as  the rule 
of action, binding upon their represen- 
tatives, in any convention of the peo- 
ple of Georgia. 

Resolved, That we hereby request 
our Senator and Representatives in the 
General Assembly of this Statet to pro- 
cure the following demands by said 
General Assembly to be made by joint 
resolutions or  otherwise, upon the Nor- 
thern States, viz: 

First. To repeal all personal liberty 
bills and other Legislative enactments 
to defeat the  rendition of fugitive 
slaves. 

Second. The enactment in lieu there- 
of of "efficient laws to facilitate such 
recovery in accordance with their plain 
constitutional obligations." 

Third. The prompt and faithful sur- 
render of all fugitives from justice and 
violators of the laws of the slavehold- 
ing states. 

Fourth. The immediate release of all 
Southern citizens unjustly ,imprisoned 
for seeking to  recover their fugitive 
slaves. 

Fifth. A distinct acknowledgement 
and faithful observance of the right of 

Southern citizens to settle with their 
negro property in any territory of the 
United States, and there hold i t  like all 
other property under the protection of 
just laws faithfully administered so 
long a s  the territorial condition shall 
last. 

Sixth. The repeal of all laws giving 
to free negroes the privilege of voting 
for  members of Congress or for Elec- 
tors of President and Vice-President 
of the United States. 

Seventh. The co-operation of the Sen- 
ators and Representatives of said 
State in the Congress of the United 
States in procuring the repeal of a 
pretended law to prevent the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, That in the event the 
states upon which these just and rea- 
sonable demands shall be made by the 
Legislative Assembly in the name, and 
on the behalf of the people of Geo~gia ,  
shall give unmistakable evidence of a 
determination to accede to them, in 
good faith, by or before the 16th of 
January next, Georgia shall abide in 
the Union, otherwise secession is the 
only adequate remedy left her for the 
maintenance of her interests, rights, 
liberties and honor. 

Resolved, That this Assenlbly will 
ROW proceed to select by general ballot 
three candidates to ~ e p r e s e n t  the peo- 
ple of Floyd County in a general con- 
vention of the people of Georgia to  be 
convened a t  Milledgeville on Wednes- 
day, the 16th of January next." 

The above resolutions, we are  in- 
formed, were unanimously adopted. In  
accordance with the last, the following 
gentlemen were nominated, viz : Col. 
Simpsen Fouche, Col. James Word and 
F. C. Shropshire, Esq. 

*It was at this convention that Georgia se- 
ceded from the Union. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Lincoln's Election Foretells Hostilities 

HE following accounts from 
The Courier set forth elo- 
quently the final act pre- 
ceding the war drama of 

1861-5. They were written partly 
1,y Mr. D\vitlell, \vho had just re- 
turned to  the editorial sanctum 
after a vacation at East Poultney, 
Vt., and partly by his brilliant as- 
sociate, George Trippe Stovall; 
and they are arranged chronolog- 
ically as an aid to  the reader. Mr. 
Lincoln was elected Tuesday, Nov. 
6, 1860. 

It has been suggested that the 11 
o'clock service on Sunday, the 4th of 
November next be devoted to repent- 
ance, humiliation, and prayer to Al- 
mighty God, in all the churches of the 
land-that the country may be deliver- 
ed from the terrible crisis which 
threatens us, and that peace and har- 
mony may be restored to all sectioas.- 
Oct. 27, 1860. 

A Final Appeal.-Before the next 
issue of The Weekly Courier will be 
printed, the die will be cast, and the 
fate  of this Union, i t  may be, will be 
doomed forever. All our efforts for a 
fusion in Georgia have failed, and now 
there is no patriotic course left for  
Union men but to concentrate their 
strength, so f a r  a s  they possibly can, 
upon the best Union candidate that  is 
offered for their suffrages. Is  there 
any doubt but that  this man is John 
Eel1 of Tennessee? 

Surely no candid and reasonable 
man will allow himself to be deceived 
by the nunlerous false and ridiculous 
charges as  to M r .  Bell's soundness 
upon the slavery question. He is a 
Southern man, and a large slave hold- 
er, and a calm and impartial study of 
his true record, while i t  shows him to 
be a man of mode~ate and discreeb 
counsel, i t  demonstrates that  upon the 
question of slavery and Southern in- 
terests he is unquestionably safe, 
sound, firm and reliable. 

We appeal to Democrats, why can- 
not you vote for  John Bell? We ask 
you to support him not a s  a Whig, a 
Know Nothing, nor a s  a representa- 
tive of any of the old defunct parties, 

but a s  a Constitutional man and a pa- 
triot. "The Union, the Constitution 
and the Enforcement of the Laws," is 
the motto inscribed upon his banner. 
A p a ~ t  from his record i t  is his only 
platform. And what more do you de- 
sire than this? We know that politi- 
cians t ry  to ridicule and have sought 
t o  throw contempt upon this platform. 
But does i t  not contain all the South 
has ever asked or desired? Such were 
the principles on which the early Pres- 
idents of the Republic were .elected. 
They had no long-winded platforms to 
gull and to deceive the people. Why 
should we want them? For 50 yea-rs 
the Government was administered with- 
out platforms, and all portions of the 
country were harmonious and happy. 
On the contrary, since the adoption of 
platforms by party conventions, sec- 
tional animosities have continually 
harrassed the people, thousands of 
demagogues have sprung .up like mush- 
rooms upon the body polltic, the peace 
of the country is destroyed, and 30,- 
000,000 of people stand today trembling 
in view of the impending crisis which 
hangs like a muttering storm cloud 
above them, threatening to pour out 
upon the country a t  any moment all 
the appalling horrors of civil war, 
bloodshed and ruin! 

This is no false picture, but an 
alarming reality. Lincoln may, and 
probably will, be elected, and in three 
weeks from today, little as  you now 
think it, we will probably witness the 
outburst of the smouldering flames of 
one of the most awful civil conflagra- 
tions which the world has ever seen! 

Voters of Georgia, Loolc to Your In- 
tarest.-On next Tuesday, November 
6th, by f a r  the most impo~tant  elec- 
tion since the organization of our gov- 
ernment is to take place. In former 
strifes party success was the stake con- 
tended for ;  but now the vevy existence 
of the gove~nnzent is in jeopardy. The 
question a s  to how a man shall vote, 
always important, is now freighted 
with fearful responsibility. Every 
man should bring the question serious- 
ly home to himself and vote from his 
own conscientious convictions of duty, 
just a s  if he knew the fa te  of this Re- 
public depended on his individual ac- 
tion. 

The success or defeat of the Union 
ticket, will-if civil war should hinge 
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upon this fact, as  i t  may-make a dif- 
ference of a t  least 20 per cent in the 
value of all kinds of property through- 
out the country. A man then worth 
$1,000 has a t  stake a pecuniary inter- 
est of $200; if worth $10,000 he risks 
$2,000. If a man is largely in debt he 
will be utterly ruined; for, af ter  the 
depression of property he cannot pos- 
sibly pay out. A laboring man will 
find his wages reduced from a dollar 
and a half a day to one dollar, and the 
chances for getting work a t  all will 
be greatly reduced, 

It may be said that  pecuniary con- 
siderations are beneath the notice of 
patriots. This may be true o r  i t  may not. 
Interest should not be weighed against 
principle. But that is not the case 
now. We now have principle, patriot- 
ism and interest all on one side of the 
scales and on the other side, partyism, 
sectional strifes and animosities, and i t  
may be civil war itself. No reasona- 
ble man in his senses has a shadow 
of a doubt but that  John Bell, if elect- 
ed, would restore peace and harmony 
to  the country by giving their consti- 
tutional rights to all secti0.n~; and this 
ic all the South wants, o r  has ever 
asked for. It is almost certain tha t  
three-fourths of the Southern States 
will cast their voteq for this noble pa- 
triot and pure statesman. Georgia can 
be carried the same way. Union men 
of Cherokee Georgia, what  say you? In  
other sections of the State our friends 
are  striving earnestly and  hopefully. 
Let us faithfully perform our duty and 
all may yet be well. 

Judge Douglas a t  Kingston.-On last 
Monday a large crowd, probably 3,000 
men, assembled to hear the celebrated 
"Little Giant" upon the political issues 
of the day. The very crowded state of 
our columns today prohibits any ex- 
tended notice of his speech. We be- 
lieve all parties were well pleased with 
the entertainment a s  an  exhibition of 
popular oratory, were deeply impressed 
with the greatness of the man, and de- 
lighted a t  the beauty of his wife, who 
accompanies him in his Southern tour. 

The distinction between Squatter 
:and Popular Sovereignty, the latter of 
which only he advocates, he made very 
(clear. H ~ S  whole argument sustaining 
h is  peculiar doctrines was, to say the 
least, very ingenious and plausible, 
and  in many respects unanswerable. 
Douglas' speeches are everywhere es- 
sentially the same, and those who 
would know his position should read 
them in full.-Thursday, Nov. 1, 1860. 

Let Not Rash Councils Prevail.-If 
the election that  takes place today re- 
sults in the choice of Abraham Lincoln, 
of Illinois, for  President for the next 
four years, there will then rest upon 
the shoulders of every individual citi- 
zen duties of fearful magnitude and 
vital importance, both to himself and 
the commonwealth. There will, in that  
event, doubtless be a diversity of opin- 
ion a s  to what the South ought ta do,[ 
and every good citizen should calmly 
and coolly investigate the whole subject 
and decide for himself the proper 
course of action. There will be no 
need for hairbrained demagogues to 
be attempting to "fire the Southern 
heart." The chivalrous and patriotic 
citizens of the South are  not stupid 
dolts that have to be "fired" up to a 
realizing sense of their own rights, 
honor or interests. The people need 
the  truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, in order to arouse them 
to any reasonable course of conduct. 

The people should beware of rash 
counsels, and not suffer themselves to 
be inveigled into the support of im- 
practical and foolish movements, o r  
"precipitated" into a revolution. If 
revolution must come, let us  go into i t  
deliberately, with clear heads and 
steady nerves, and because we know it 
to be our patriotic duty to do so. But 
if Lincoln should be elected, he will not 
have so much power a s  some people 
suppose, and i t  is reported that he is 
already tremendously frightened lest 
he shoztld be elected!-Nov. 6, 1860. 

Fo r  Tax Receiver.-We are  request- 
ed to announce the name of H. P. 
Lumpkin a s  candidate for Tax Re- 
ceiver of Floyd County a t  the ensuing 
January election. 

Fo r  Solicitor General.-We are  au- 
thorized to announce the name of M. 
Kendrick, of Newnan, Coweta county, 
a s  a candidate for the office of Solic- 
itor General of the Tallapoosa circuit. 
Election first Wednesday in January 
next. 

H. A. Gartrell, Esq.-Mr. Editor: 
Please allow us to announce the above 
named gentleman a s  a candidate for 
Solicitor General of the Tallapoosa 
Circuit. MANY VOTERS. 

Eome Market Nov. 7.-Cotton is a 
little dull-10% cts. may now be con- 
sidered the top of the market. 

Unofficial Vote of Floyd Co.-The 
following statement, though not offi- 
cial, will probably not vary more than 
two or  three votes from the exact re- 
sult : 
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Precincts. Bell. Breck. Doug. 
Rome ...................... 462 360 160 

............ N. Carolina 55 66 21 
Barker's ................ 15 41 6 
Livingston ............ 26 50 0 
Flat  Woods ............ 22 8 5 
Cave Spring .......... 64 60 34 
Wolf Skin ............ 63 60 34 

.................. Watters 70 39 6 
C.hulio ......... 51 22 10 
Dirt Town ............ 4 35 13 
Etowah .................. 18 0 1 --- 

Total ......... 848 756 286 

We have compa~ed the above with 
the official vote and find it accurate. 

A Card.-Mr. Editor: I desire 
through the city papers to return my 
sincere thanks to the merchants for 
refusing to sell spirituous liquors on 
the day of the election, but more espe- 
cially to those gentlemen engaged in 
the retail business. They closed their 
doors and did no business whatever. I t  
was asking a great deal of all, i t  being 
a public day and a good one for that  
trade, but they made the promise and 
adhered to i t  with fidelity. To them 
we are mainly indebted for the peace, 
quiet and good order that prevailed 
th~oughout the entire day. Respect- 
fully. H. A. GARTRELL, 

Mayor City of Rome. 
Polk County.-A gentleman who left 

Yolk County on Wednesday morning 
informs us tha t  all the precincts but 
two had been heard from, and Bell was 
66 votes ahead of Breckinridge. Doug- 
las' vote would probably be 100. 

Chattooga Cou?zty.-Sufficient re- 
turns have been received to make i t  
certain that Bell will carry this county 
by a large plurality, probably 100 or 
more. 

Delegates.-F. C. Shropshire, Z. B. 
Hargrove and M. Dwinell have been 
appointed to represent the Rome 
"Light Guards" in the Military Con- 
vention to be held in Milledgeville on 
next Monday. 

The Exd.-The contest is over and i t  
may be that the destiny of this gov- 
ernment is sealed. It now becomes us 
to hope for the best, but a t  the same 
time be making preparations for  the 
worst. We do not wish to intimate 
that  i t  is necessary to be organizing 
military companies, or enrolling minute 
men in case Lincoln is elected, with the 
expectation of immediately fighting 
our Northern enemies; but our prepa- 
rations should be constitutional and 
lawful in their charac ta  with a deep 
and unswerving determination to 

nzaintai~z our rights. ,i?z the Union if 
possible, out of i t  ~f we must. The 
course pursued by the South should be 
firm and determined, but so clearly 
right and unavoidable for the main- 
tenance of her honor and essential in- 
terests that  there shall be no division 
among h a  own people, but that  all as  
one great harmonious whole shall in 
thunder tones demand not only of the 
North but of the entire civilized world 
a recognition of her clearly defined and 
unmistakable rights, 

While no spirit of base submission 
should be encouraged or even tolerated, 
yet a t  the same time any course of 
rash or  precipitating conduct would be 
equally reprehensible and injurious to 
the prospects of our section. There 
a re  many men in the South who have 
for  a long time believed that  our sa- 
cred rights and untarnished honor 
cannot be maintained in the Union; 
acd that i t  is both the interest and 
duty of the South to effect a separation 
a s  soon a s  possible. Many of these 
men are  among our most wealthy, tal- 
ented and most highly respected citi- 
zens, and they are  as  conscientious in 
their convictions of duty as  any class 
of men in the country. 

This class of persons, however, we 
believe is comparatively small and that  
the great mass of the people still cling 
to the Union, firmly believing tha t  the 
Constitution will be enforced and the 
rights .of the South maintained. This 
being the case and i t  being well known 
to all that  these differences exist, i t  be- 
comes the representatives of each of 
these classes of opinions to be courte- 
ous and kind to the other and studi- 
ously avoid anything like crimination 
or the impugning of their motives. No 
class can rightfully arrogate to them- 
selves all the patriotism or chivalry or 
that  they are  more ready to make per- 
sonal sacrifice upon the altar of our 
section than others who do not agree 
with them as  to the best ~ l a n  of se- 
curing the greatest permanent good 
of us all. 

We have said this much to be, per- 
haps, of service in case that Lincoln is 
elected, because, if that is the case, we 
desire above all things to  see a united 
South, and that the deliberations of 
our section should be characterized by 
high-toned statesmanship that may re- 
sult in cool deliberations and harmo- 
nious action.* 

As it Should Be.-The election in this 
place passed off a s  quietly and peace- - 

*This editorial and others like it caused Geo. 
T. Stovall to resign as associate editor of The 
Courier and buy the Southerner and Advertiser. 
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ably and with a s  much good nature a s  
possible. Every grocery was closed, 
and we did not hear of a n  angry quar- 
rel or see a drunken man in Rome on 
that day. Many men were much ex- 
cited but their deep interest was ex- 
hibited rather by their calm but firm 
determination than by noisy outbursts 
and senseless criminations of their op- 
ponents. The beautiful quiet that  pre- 
vailed in our city was indeed a fact to 
be proud of, and we most sincerely hope 
that the same good sense and high ap- 
preciation of dignity and decorum will 
always prevail on similar occasions. 

There were nine hundred and eighty- 
two votes polled a t  this precinct, which 
is nearly two hundred more than a t  
a.ny previous election.-Nov. 8, 1860. 

To Whom i t  Concerns.-All indebted 
to us  must pay immediately or be sued. 

JONES & SCOTT. 
The Vote in Ga.-Of the 44 counties 

heard from, the vote stands: For Bell, 
20,483; for Breckinridge, 18,863, and 
for Douglas, 6,918. 

The Presbyterian Sabbath School 
will hold its anniversary next Sabbath 
afternoon a t  3 o'clock in the Presby- 
terian church. Exercises-short ad- 
dress and singing. All are respect- 
fully invited to attend. 

Gordon Co. Vote.-Bell, 481; Breck., 
874; Doug., 97. 

(Communicated.) 
Notice.-All men, without distinc- 

tion of party, who are  opposed to Abo- 
lition domination, and in favor of re- 
sisting the same in such manner a s  the 
s~vereignty of Georgia may order and 
direct, are requested to meet a t  the 
City Hall in Rome on Monday, the 12th 
inst., a t  2 o'clock to consider what  
course interest, duty and patriotism 
require them t o  pursue a s  good citizens 
and true Sozlthe~ne~s.  

We are requested to publish the fol- 
lowing ticket for Mayor and Council- 
men : 

FOR MAYOR 

DR. T. J. WORD 
FOR COUNCILMEN 

F i ~ s t  Ward 
FRANK AYER 

J. C. PEMBERTON 
Second Ward 
0. B. EVE 

A. J. PITNER 
Third Ward 

WM. RAMEY 
JOHN R. FREEMAN 

The Die Is Cast.-The great strug- 
gle is over and our worst fears a r e  re- 
alized. Abraham Lincoln, the sectional 
candidate, who was nominated and 
supported to a large extent because of 
his hostility to the institutions of the 
South, has been elected by a fair  ma- 
jority. The present indications are  
that he will surely get 158 votes, and 
possibly 169, whereas 152 would elect 
him. 

And now this state of circumstances, 
for which the great mass of the people 
a re  almost entirely unprepared, sud- 
denly bursts upon them, and demands 
a t  their hands an  immediate solution 
of a most difficult political problem 
and one that  will probably forever fix 
the destiny of all this fair  land of 
ours. The idea of Lincoln's election 
has been frequently talked about; i t  is 
true, but i t  has always seemed to be 
a t  vague distance with its hideous de- 
formities, and has rather existed a s  a 
creature of the imagination than a s  
one that could possibly have a reali- 
zation in the practical working of our 
Government. 

But hard a s  i t  may be to appreciate 
the hateful truth, yet i t  is a fact, and 
with unmistakable sternness i t  stares 
us in the face. The issue is upon us 
and we have got to meet it. Every 
man in Georgia has got a solemn duty 
to perform and i t  is one that by its im- 
mense magnitude makes small all the 
other acts of his life. What shall be 
done? is now the question of awful im- 
port that  hangs upon the mind of every 
thoughtful man. Various plans for 
relief have already been proposed and 
they each have their advocates who ap- 
ply themselves with zeal and earn- 
estness. Discussion is altogether right 
and proper, and is probably the most 
effectual method of bringing out  the 
truth and correct principles. But there 
is one thing that  should always actu- 
ate men in the discussion of any sub- 
ject if they would be profited-that 
they should be as  willing to  receive 
truth a s  to impart it. Our relations 
to the genez-a1 government a re  very 
complicated and few men can a t  a 
glance take in all its various bearings 
and dependencies and i t  may be that a 
course of conduct supposed to be ad- 
i l l i rabl~ adapted to our present exi- 
gencies would be proved to be entirely 
impractical because of the want of 
some necessary element that had been 
overlooked. Let us then not be rash 
or inconsiderate, but calm, cool and 
deliberate and in a free and friendly 
m a n n a  counsel with one another in 
regard to these momentous questions. 
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The recommendation that  has al- 
ready been made, that a State Con- 
vention should be called immediately, 
we most fully approve and hope the 
Legislature will a t  once issue a call 
for delegates from every county. We 
would suggest the number of delegates 
be the same a s  the number of Senators 
and Representatives In the Legislature. 
Let such men a s  Joseph Henry Lump- 
kin, Chas. J. McDonald, Alex H. Ste- 
phens, Wm. Law, Robt. Toombs, Her- 
schel V. Johnson, Hines Holt, Hiram 
Warner and others of experience and 
wisdom compose this Convention and 
the people will be almost sure to rat-  
ify their action, whatever it may be. 

Things He Can't Do.-Bad as  he  
may be to our institutions, there a re  
many important things Lincoln can- 
not do. As the Congress now stands, 
there is a majority of eight against 
him in the Senate, and, if the recent 
telegraph reports a re  correct, 23 in 
the House. It will be remembered that  
all the appointments of Cabinet offi- 
cers, Ministers to foreign courts, Con- 
suls, Custom House officers, and all 
other offices of any considerable trust 
or profit in the United States have to 
be filled "by and with the advice of the 
Senate." The President recommends 
men for all these various places, but 
their appointment is not complete until 
confirmed by the Senate. 

The Black Republicans will not be 
able, of their own strength, to carry a 
single bill through either House of the 
next Congress and i t  is thought by 
some that  in less than a year, even if 
Lincoln should be allowed to go on 
with his administration, that  his party 
would be torn to pieces by its own in- 
herent fanaticism and corruptions. But 
yet it may be better t o  secede than 
to suffer the disgrace of a Black Re- 
publican rule. If Georgia so decides in 
her sovereign capacity we shall go with 
her, heart and soul.-Nov. 10, 1860. 

Mr. Dwinell :-Please announce the 
following a s  the People's Ticket for  
Mayor and Aldermen for the ensuing 
year, and oblige, 

MANY VOTERS. 
FOR MAYOR 

Z. B. HARGROVE 
FOR COUNCILMEN 

First  Ward 
N. J. OMBERG 

J. W. WOFFORD 
Second Ward 
0. B. EVE 

JOHN NOBLE 

Third Ward 
A. W. CALDWELL* 

A. R. HARPER 

FOR MAYOR** 
DR. T. J. WORD 

FOR COUNCILMEN 
First  Ward 

W. F. AYER 
N. J. OMBERG 

Second Ward 
J. H. M'CLUNG 

C. H. SMITH 
Third Ward 

A. W. CALDWELL 
J. G. YEISER 

-Nov. 13, 1860. 

(From the Rome Southerner.) 
Meeting of' the Citizens of Flovd 

County.-Below we publish resolutions 
and preamble passed a t  the citizens' 
meeting held in Rome on Monday, the 
12th inst. 

The attendance was large and very 
general from all parts of the county. 
We believe every district in the coun- 
ty  was represented. We never saw 
resolutions pass more unanimously or 
more enthusiastically. To some of the 
resolutions there was one or two dis- 
senting voices. Most of them, however, 
passed unanimously. We were sorry 
to see even a single person in that 
large assembly who withheld his as- 
sent. If there ever was a time when 
the people of the South should be unit- 
ed, now is the time. If the Southern 
States, a s  one man, or even one or two 
of them, will show unanimity of senti- 
ment in opposition to Black Republi- 
can rule, and even if they withdraw 
from the Union a s  the last alternative, 
no gun of coercion will ever be fired 
by any power upon the face of the 
earth. Horace Greeley has already said 
i:) his paper, the N. Y. Tribune, that  if 
any of the Southern States leave the 
Union by a vote of her people, he is 
in favor of letting her alone! 

Every man in the land, old and 
young, great and small, rich and poor, 
is interested in this question. Think 
of it. And if you can't go with your 
section, for Heaven's sake, and for the 
sake of your country, don't go against 
it! 

The resolutions : 
Whereas, the abolition sentiment of 

the Northern States, first openly man- 
ifested in 1820, has, for  the Iast 40 
years, steadily and rapidly increased - 

*Jno. M. Quinn was later substituted. 
**Dr. Word was elected. 
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in volume and in intensity of hostility 
to the form of society existing in the 
Southern States, and to the rights of 
these States a s  equal, independent and 
sovereign members of the Union; has 
led to long-continued and ever-increas- 
ing abuse and hatred of the Southern 
people; to ceaseless war upon their 
plainest Constitutional rights; to an 
open and shameless nullification of that 
provision of the Constitution intended 
to secure the rendition of fugitive 
slaves; and of the laws of Congress to 
give i t  effect; has led many of our peo- 
ple who sought to avail themselves of 
their rights under these provisions of 
the laws and the Constitution, to en- 
counter fines, imprisonment and death; 
has prompted the armed invasion of 
Southern soil, by stealth, amidst the 
sacred repose of a Sabbath night, for 
the diabolical purpose of ,inaugurating 
a ruthless war of the blacks against 
the whites throughout the Southern 
States; has prompted large masses of 
Northern people openly to sympathize 
with the treacherous and traitorous 
invaders of our country, and elevate 
the leaders of a band of mid-night as- 
s ,~ssins and robbers, himself a n  assas- 
sin and a robber, to the rank of a 
hero and a martyr; has sent f a r  
and wide over our section of the Un- 
ion its vile emissaries to instigate the 
slaves to destroy our property, burn 
our towns, devastate our country, and 
spread distrust, dismay and death by 
poison, among our people; has disrupt- 
ed the churches, and destroyed all na- 
tional parties, and has now fully or- 
ganized a party confined to a hostile 
section, and composed even there of 
those only who have encouraged, sym- 
pathized with, instigated or  perpetrat- 
ed this long series of insults, outrages 
and wrongs, for the avowed purpose of 
making a common government, armed 
by us with power only for our protec- 
tion, an  instrument in the hands of 
enemies for our destruction. 

Therefore, we, a portion of the peo- 
ple of Floyd County, regardless of all 
past differences, and looking above and 
beyond all mere party ends to the 
good of our native South, do hereby 
publish and declare : 

First. That Georgia is, and of right 
ought to be, a free, sovereign and in- 
dependent State. 

Second. That she came into the Un- 
ion with the other states a s  a sover- 
eignty, and by virtue of tha t  aover- 
eignty, has the right to secede when- 
ever, in her sovereign capacity, she 
shall judge such a step necessary. 

Third. That  in our opinion, she 
ought not to submit to the inaugura- 
tion of Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal 
Harnlin, a s  her President and Vice- 
President, but should leave them to 
rule over those by whom alone they 
were elected. 

Fourth. That we request the Legis- 
lature to announce this opinion by res- 
olution, a t  the earliest practicable mo- 
ment, and to communicate i t  to  our 
Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, and to co-operate with the Gov- 
ernor in calling a Convention of the 
people to determine on the mode and 
measure of redress. 

Fifth. That we respectfully recom- 
mend to the Legislature to take into 
their immediate consideration the pas- 
sage of such laws a s  will be likely to 
alleviate any unusual embarrassment 
of the commercial interests of the 
State consequent upon the present po- 
litical emergency. 

Sixth. That we respectfully suggest 
to the Legislature to take immediate 
steps to organize and arm forces of the 
State. 

Seventh. That copies of the forego- 
icg resolutions be sent without delay 
to our Senators and Representatives 
in the General Assembly of the State, 
who are hereby requested to lay them 
before the House of which they are  
respectively members. 

Obstructions in the Streets.-If i t  is 
not the duty of the City Marshall, i t  
ozcght t o  be, to see that  the rubbish 
about new buildings, old boxes about 
the stores, and wood piles everywhere 
in the streets, should not be left t o  
discommode the public, but should be 
removed in a reasonable time. There 
are a lot of old casks in front of Mor- 
rison & Logan's stable that  ought to 
have been removed long ago, and there 
seems to be unnecessary delay in re- 
moving fragments and other obstruc- 
tions on the sidewalks about several 
new buildings on Broad Street. 

Good Guns.-The arms for the "Rome 
Light Guards" were received on last 
Saturday. The guns are  the Minie 
Rifle, that has, we believe, the highest 
reputation as an  efficient weapon in 
actual service of any gun tha t  has been 
tried. Only fifty guns are  received, 
and if there a re  men in this commu. 
nity who desire to join the company 
they will do well to make early appli- 
cation. The company now numbers 
45, and is, in  every way, in a prosper- , 

ous condition.-Nov. 24, 1860. 
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On Jan. 16, 1861, the Georgia 
counties sent delegates to  the fa- 
mous secession convention a t  Mil- 
iedgeville. On Jan. 18, Judge Eu- 
genius A. Nisbet, of Macon, intro- 
duced a resolutioll calling for the 
appoi~ltment of a committee t o  re- 
port an ordina~lce of secession. This 
brought on a fight and a test of 
strength between the union and 
disunion factions. Tlte resolution 
passed by a vote of 166 t o  130." At 
2 p. m., Jan. 19, 1861, the secession 
ordinance was passed by a vote of 
208 t o  89, 44 anti-secessionists vot- 
ing for the measure to give i t  force, 
and realizing that further resist- 
ance was useless. On this ballot 
Eenj. H. Hill voted for secession, 
Ixt 141exander H. Stephens and his 
brother, Judge Linton Stephens, 
Herschel V. Johnson, Gen. W. T. 
Wofford, Hiram Warner and oth- 
er  leaders opposed it. 

South Carolina had seceded Dec. 
20, 1860; Mississippi Jan. 9, 1861; 

JUDGE JAMES M. SPULLOCK, once super- 
intendent of the W. & A. railroad and a 
power in North Georgia politics. 

Alabama and Florida Jan. 11, 1861. 
Consequently, it was felt that 
Georgia's action would either split 
o r  cement the South. The forensic 
giants were there-a galaxy never 
seen before or since. Col. Isaac W. 
livery gives us in his History of 
Georgia (ps. 149-50) a correct 
picture of the scene, and incidental- 
!?, emphasizes the opposition to 
secession among the  more con- 
servative type of citizens : 

The eyes of the whole Union were 
upon this most august body. There 
was an  interest in its deliberations 
that  was both profound and wide- 
spread. It was felt to be the turning 
point of the real commencement of the 
revolution. If staid, self-poised, delib- 
erate, powerful Georgia held back from 
the work of disintegration, i t  would 
have been such a substantial check to 
the destructive movement a s  would 
have done much to stop it. Georgia's 
co-operation rendered the revolution 
sure. The Federal administ~ation 
looked anxiously to our State a s  the 
crucial agency of the a ~ t a t i o n .  The 
people of the North focalized their at-  
tention upon this arbiter of an  iixpend- 
ing and incalculable convulsion. 

It was known that a majority of the 
people favored secession, but the mi- 
nority in favor of co-operation and de- 
lay was a very large and powerful 
body of public sentiment, ably and pa- 
triotically headed. The vote taken in 
the election for members of the con- 
vention showed an aggregate of 50,243 
for secession and 37,123 against, giv- 
ing a majority of only 13,120 for  im- 
mediate disunion, out of 87,366. This 
was a much smaller majority than Gov. 
Brown had obtained in his last  elec- 
tion. 

In many counties the anti-secession- 
ists had heavy majorities. Such strong 
counties a s  Baldwin, Floyd, DeKalb, 
Cass, Franklin, Gordon, Gwinnett, 
Lumpkin, Murray, Walker, Walton 
and others went some of them over- 
whelmingly against disunion. I n  many 
counties i t  was the closest sort of a 
shave, giving either way only a vote 
or two. The most one-sided secession 
county in  the whole state was Cobb, 
which gave 1,035 votes for and only 
7 against disunion. Chatham was also 
nearly unanimous for  secession. In  a 
very few counties no opposition can- 
didate t o  secession was run. I n  Tal- 
- 

*Avery's History of Georgia, p. 153. 
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iaferro and Tatnall no secession can- 
didate was put up. 

These figures will show how much 
the people were divided on this issue, 
and yet, in the crazy fever of the war 
excitement and the more noisy demon- 
strations of the secession champions, 
the opposition was almost unheard and 
absolutely impotent. A few brave 
spirits spoke out fearlessly, and cour- 
ageously endeavored to stem the rush- 
ing and turbulent tide of disunion. 
But the generality of conservative men, 
feeling powerless to do anything, and 
unwilling to incur a certain odium that 
clung to men alleged to be lukewarm 
or opposed to Southern interests, went 
quietly along simply voting in the op- 
position. 

The secession convention was the 
ablest body ever convened in Georga. 
Its membership included nearly every 
leading public man in the State, the 
leaders of all parties and shades of 
political opinion. 

As for Georgia's contribution in 
men t o  the Confederate cause, Col. 
Avery's history (p. 267) states: 

The Second Auditor a t  Richmond 
published the following statement of 
soldiers' deaths to Dec. 31, 1863: Geor- 
gia, 9,504; Alabama, 8,987; North 
Carolina, 8,261 ; Texas, 6,377; Vir- 
ginia, 5,943 ; Mississippi, 5,367 ; South 
Carolina, 4,511 ; Louisiana, 3,039 ; Ten- 
nessee, 2,849 ; Arkansas, 1,948 ; Flor- 
ida, 1,119. 

I t  was an old custom in Geor- 
gia t o  illuminate houses brightly 
at night on the receipt of good 
news of a national or sectional na- 
t~1r.e. Consequently, the houses of 
Rome were lit up, guns discharged 
3qd the church bells rung merrily. 
i-\, few Northern families compro- 
txised by ligl~ting their candles, 
and Mrs. Robt. Eattey was said 
to have been the only Southerner 
whose house was dark. Gen. Brax- 
ton Bragg soon passed through 
Rome on a tour of inspection, and 
meeting Mrs. Battey on Broad 
Street, said: "I understand Mrs. 
Battey is a Union woman." 

"So I am, General," she replied 
promptly. "I believe in fighting 
this war under the United States 
flag. Southerners were largely in- 
strumental in founding our Gov- 

ernment, and if anybody must get 
out of it, I say let not the first oc- 
cupants be the ones to go!" 

"You are not far from right, Mrs. 
Ijattey," ol~served Gen. Bragg as 
lie hurried on about his business. 

There were many such incidents, 
ntxl they showed the inherent in- 
de;rcndence of thought and action 
of Georgians and the State of Geor- 
gia-an independence that has al- 
\zTays enabled Georgia t o  assume 
tlie initiative among her sister 
states, and to  occupy a conspicu- 
ous and respectal~le position in the 
forum of the nation. Georgians 
can always be depended upon t o  
tight among themselves (like Bill 
Arp's Romans-old man Laub and 
hi!: wife and family), and to  get 
together at a moment's notice to 
repel any foreign foe, such as In- 
dians, Yankees, Spaniards, Ger- 
mans or what not. 

Durillg three terms, covering the 
Civil War, Gov. Jos. E. Brown, one 

MRS. JAMES M. SPULLOCK, who assisted 
her husband in the entertainment of some of 
the most noted men in Georgia. 
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of the most peppery "Rebels" on 
earth, occupied tlle guber~latorial 
throne. 

"Cherokee" or Northwest Geor- 
girt had not long before staged a 
miniature war with the Indians, 
aud it  is significant that the dele- 
gates from the 21 counties in the 
Cherokee nation voted 35 against 
secession to 14 in favor, or 2% 
votes to  one :* 
County. Yes. No. 
Cass ........................................ 3 

........................ Catoosa ............ 1 1 
Chattooga ................................ 2 
Cherokee ........................ .... 3 
Dade ....................................... 2 
Dawson ................................ .... 2 

.................................... Fannin 1 1 
Floyd ..................................... 3 

.................................... Forsyth 1 1 
Gilrner .................................... 2 

.................................. Gordon 2 1 
Hall .................... .... ............ 3 
Lumpkin .......................... .. .... 2 
Milton ................................. ..... 2 
Murray ............................ ........ 2 
Pickens .................................... 2 

......................................... Polk 1 1 
Union .................... .... ............ 2 

.................................... Walker 3 
........................................ White 1 1 

................................ Whitfield 1 2 - - 
14 35 

I t  will be noticed by the above 
table that Floyd and her neigh- 
boring counties of Cass, Chattooga: 
Gordon, Polk and Walker voted 
six for and ten against. The dele- 
gates and the way they voted are 
given below: 

Cass-W. T. Wofford, No; H. F. 
Price, No; Turner H. Trippe, No. 

Chattooga-Wesley Shropshire, No ; 
L. Williams, No. 

Floyd-Col. James W o ~ d ,  Yes; Col. 
Simpson Fouche, Yes; Frank C. Shrop- 
shire, Yes. 

Gordon-Wm. H. Dabney, Yes; Jas. 
Freeman, No; R. M. Young, Yes. 

Polk-W. E. West, Yes; T. W. Du- 
pree, No. 

Walker-G. G. Gordon, No; R. B. 
Dickerson, No; T. A. Sharpe, NO. 

A lively glimpse of the inaugu- 
ration of Jefferson Davis as  presi- 
dent and Alexander H. Stephens 
ac, vice-president of the Confeder- 
acy was given by Judge Augustus 
R. IVright, one of the organizers 
of the Government, in a letter of 
Feh. 21, 1861 from Montgomery, 
Ala., t o  his daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Wright Shropshire, of Rome : 

My Dear Daughter:-We had a gay 
time at the President's inauguration. 
The President and Vice-President rode 
in a most superb carriage, glittering 
all over with silver and drawn by six 
iron g ray  horses driven by two coach- 
men on the same seat. They** were 
fiery and impatient and beautifully 
caparisoned. The military companies 
with full bands preceded the several 
committees in fine carriages, and  then 
followed the crowd. 

The Zouaves performed most won- 
derfully their new military exercise of 
vaulting, lying down and firing, falling 
on their backs and loading, and divers 
other most wonderful gymnastics. 

The oath taken by the President in 
the presence of t ha t  vast concourse 
was most solemn. When Mr. Cobb, 
who administered the oath, said, "So 
help me God," the President lifted his 
face to  Heaven i n  the most solemn 
and energetic manner and said, "So 
help me God!" The band then played 
the Marseillaise hymn, after which the 
vast crowd gave three cheers for  "Jeff 
Davis and Alexander Stephens," and 
began to disperse. 

"Sic transit gloria mundi!" How 
the mind turns from those pageants 
and panoplies of war  to that  peaceful 
reign of our King "when the wicked 
cease from troubling and the weary 
are  at rest." 

Affectionately your father, 
AUGUSTUS R. WRIGHT. 

'Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials and Leg- 
ends, Vol. 11, ps. 567-570. 
**The horses. 
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PART I11 
THE CIVIL WAR PERIOD 

1861-1865 
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CHAPTER I. 

Opening of the Civil War-.First Manassas 

T IS manifestly impossible 
in a work of this size to  
present more than a 
glimpse here and there of 

the wartime activities of Floyd's 
military companies and life of the 
people at home. All that call be 
done is to hit the "high spots" and 
trust that a historian will come 
along some day who will devote 
to the period an entire book. 

Tlle principal events of the 1861- 
65 period herein treated are the 
First Battle of Manassas (Va.), 
July 21, 1861 ; the chase Apr. 12, 
1862, after the Confederate engine 
General, in ~ v l ~ i c h  a Rome locomo- 
tive was used a t  Kingston; the 
capture of Streight's Federal raid- 
ers Sunday, May 3, 1863, by an in- 
ferior force under command of 
Gen. Forrest;  and the defense and 
occupatioil of Rome May 18, 1864, 
by Gen. Sherman. 

Rome itself was a concentration 
point for recruits from Northwest 
Georgia. Broad Street was a drill 
and parade ground. The newspa- 
pers and the churches were used t o  
inflaine the war spirit, and we 
have it on the authority of Hilliard 
Horry Wimyee,* who was then a 
boy of ten, that stump speakers 
sought to dissipate the impression 
of small numbers in the South by 
the flamboyant declaration that 
one "Reb" could whip ten 
"Yanks." In sonle of these speech- 
es the "Reb" could even suffer his 
left hand to be tied behind him. 

More than 2,000 men of Floyd 
County (including an occasional - 

*Mr. Wimpee relates how he saw blood-drip- 
ping freight cars come into Rome with hundreds 
of wounded soldiers after the fall of Ft. Donel- 
son. 

**Co. G, First Ga. Cavalry. The name was 
undoubtedly taken from a company which op- 
erated under Gen. Jas. Hemphill and Maj. Chas. 
H. Nelson in 1835 and captured Chief Fosach 
Fixico. 

contingent froill an adjoining 
county) \vent out t o  protect their 
homes during the period of 1861- 
65. Including the home guard of 
ten companies (five of which were 
from Floyd) there .was a total of 
20 companies of an average of 
Inore than 100 men, including re- 
cruits and replacements. The com- 
panies went to the front in ap- 
proximately the following orcler : 

Floyd Infantry, commanded by 
Capt. Jno. Frederick Cooper, who 
died a t  Culpepper Courthouse, Va., 
several weeks after he had received 
a serious wound a t  First Manas- 
sas ; Rome Light Guards, Capt. 
Edward Jones Magruder ; Miller 
Rifles, named after Dr. H. V. M. 
Miller, Capt. Jno. R. Towers; 
Floyd Sharpshooters, Capt. A. S. 
Hamilton ; Floyd Springs Guards, 
Capt. M. R. Ballenger ; Co. D, 65th 
Ga. Infantry, Capt. W. G. Foster;  
Berry Infantry, named after Capt. 
Thos. Berry, Capt. Thos. Mi. Alex- 
ander ; Sardis Volunteers, 6th Ga. 
Cavalry, Capt. Jno. R. Hart ; Fire- 
side Defenders, Capt. Rollt. H. 
Jones ; Mitchell Guards, named 
after Danl. R. Mitchell, Capt. 
Zachariah B. Hargrove; Co. G, 
1st Confederate regiment, Ga. Vol- 
unteers, Capt. Jno. E. Bray;  Co. 
A, 8th Georgia Battalion, Capt. W. 
H. H. Lun~pkin;  Floyd Cavalry, 
Capt. Wade S. Cotkran; Gartrell's 
Cavalry (in 1863 a part of Forrest's 
command), Capt. Henry A. Gar- 
trell ; Cherokee Artillery (later 
Corput's battery), Capt. Marcellus 
A. Stovall, Lieuts. Jno. H. Law- 
rence, Max Van Den Corput, J. G. 
Yeiser and Thos. W. Hooper , sur- 
geon, Dr. Rolit. Battey, orderly 
sergeant, T. D. Atraway; High- 
land Rangers (Cave Spring), Capt. 
M. H. Haynie ; Highland Rangers** 
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(Rome), Capt. J. L. Kerr ;  Booten 
and Harkins' Cavalry Company, 
Capt. Daniel I?. Booten, Lieut. Jno. 
IHarkins. The Rome Volunteers 
was a company in existence before 
the war. 

When the fighting a t  Chatta- 
nooga in 1863 threatened Rome, 
five home-guard companies were 
formed, and they were command- 
ed by Capt. J. H. Lawrence, Jack- 
son Trout, S. D. ?Vragg, Marcel- 
lus I,. Troutman and C. Oliver 
Stillwell. 

Few survivors came back from 
any of the front line companies, 
and the valor in no war of history 
exceeded that of the Boys in Gray, 
who fought with extreme despera- 
tion against overwhelming odds 
in men and resources. The Floyd 
Sharpshooters surrendered ten 
men a t  Appomattox, whereas 110 
had gone out. Of 24 Cherokee 
Artillery members imprisoned a t  
Indianapolis, only eight answered 
the roll call a t  Rome just after the 
war, and most of the others are 
supposed to have died in prison. 
Jas. E. Mullen, late cemetery sex- 
ton, was one of this command. 

The Rome Light Guard organi- 
zations kept going many years, 
and the Hill City Cadets sprang 
into existence and was active dur- 
ing the Spanish-American war dis- 
turbance. 

The Floyd Cavalry was prob- 
ably the first t o  offer its services 
t o  Gov. Jos. E. Br~wt l .  This was 
done Friday, Nov. 9, 1860, as soon 
as the members could hold a 
meeting after the election of Abra- 
ham Lincoln t o  the Presidency. 
Three days before the First Bat- 
tle of Manassas, the offer having 
gone by the board, the company 
met and passed resolutions as fol- 
lows : 

Whereas, the Floyd Cavalry ten- 
dered its services to His Excellency, 
Jos. E. Brown, Commander-in-Chief of 

the State of Georgia, on Nov. 9, 1860, 
and 

Whereas, the services of the com- 
pany have not yet been called for, be it 

Resolved, That in view of active hos- 
tilities that the company renew their 
tender with the assurance that lt holds 
itself in readiness to meet any emer- 
gencies whenever and wherever they 
may arise. 

The officers at this time were 
Jno. R. Towers, captain; E. W. 
Hull, first lieutenant ; Dunlap 
Scott, second lieutenant, and J. H. 
Walker, third lieutenant. Contin- 
ued inactivity caused the three 
first named to  transfer to the Mil- 
ler Rifles in the same offices. Arm- 
istead R. Harper took the place of 
Lieut. Walker. 

The Floyd Infantry left Rome 
first; it went away May 10, 1861. 

The Light Guards left Rome 
Monday morning, May 27, 1861, 
after  having heard on the day be- 
fore an inspiring speech a t  the 
First Presbyterian church by the 
pastor, the Rev. John Jones. They 
marched t o  North Rome and 
caught their train, and half the 
town marched with them, scatter- 
ing flowers in their way and bid- 
ding them God-speed with fervent 
prayers from the women and lusty 
huzzas from the "home guard." 
Capt. Magruder, of this company, 
was the first man in Rome t o  don 
the blue cockade of secession. He 
was among the first to marry, 
choosing as his bride several days 
before the departure the beautiful 
Miss Florence Fouche, daughter of 
Col. Simpson Foucl~e. When the 
Guards left Rome, Mrs. Magruder 
marched with her husband a t  the 
head of the column, appropriately 
rigged out for the occasion-pistol 
and dagger in her belt, and a stride 
full of belligerency. Let Miss Ees- 
sie Moore (Mrs. Lawrence S 
Churchill) describe the wedding : 

It was a novel and inspiring cere- 
mony, from all descriptions. The 
handsome groom was in full dress mili- 
tary coat, and his trousers were of 
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PROMINENT IN REMOVAL OF THE INDIANS. 
At left is Brig. Cen. Jno. E. Wool, U. S. A., of Troy, N. Y., who had charge of car- 

rying out government policies prior to the exodus. In the center is Lewis Cass. Secretary 
of War in Andrew Jackson's cabinet, who was tha storm center of the diplomatic nepotia4 
tions. Next is Cen. Winfield Scott, hero of the Mexican War and later adviser of the Union 
War Department, who gathered up the red-skins in stockades a t  New Echota and Sixes Town 
to facilitate removal. 

white silk, brought from the Orient was pe r fo rmed  at the old Buena  
by his friend, Col. Chas. I. Graves, in vista ,  for a tirne was R ~ ~ ~ , ~  a naval cruise. The blushing bride 
was dressed in snow white, including leading Thele were Ilumer- 
her veil. They rode up to the First ous o t h e r  military marriages, a n d  
Baptist church (which was located a t  some of t h e  husbands  came back 
the same site a s  today) in a carriage to their wives, and some did not .  
pulled by two spirited white horses. 

Descending from their conveyance, T h e  Rome Weekly Courier of 
they passed through an arch of up- Friday,  Apri l  26, 1861, announced 
lifted sabres of 80 members of the the  opening of t h e  Civil War as 
Guards. As the couple reached the follows: 
church door, they stood aside a mo- 
ment; the Guards came in and formed Glorious News- Virginia Seceded.- 
a second column, through which the Gen. Scott resigns, and fighting a t  
two again passed to the altar. Rev. Harper's Ferry and Norfolk! 
Chas. H. Stillwell, pastor of the church, The news of the secession of Vir- then made them man and wife. ginia was received in Rome a t  11:30 

Mrs. Magruder accompanied Capt- o'clock on yesterday, together with the 
Magruder to Orange County, Va.3 the announcement that Gen. Scott had re- 
place of his birth, and took UP her signed and was in Richmond and that 
~esidence with his people at "Fres- the Virginians had attacked the army 
cati" (the Italian for "Green Fields"), at Harper's Ferry and the United 
the ancestral home. This mansion was States fort and navy yard a t  Norfolk. 
conve~ted into a hospital for  sick and This news caused the greatest ex- wounded Light Guards and other Con- 

citement we have ever seen in our city. federate soldiers. Cannons were fired and small arms 
Orderly Se rgean t  J im  T o m  without number, and all the church 

Moore, member  of the L igh t  bells were rung, and all  possible dem- 
Guards and grand-father of Mrs  0nStrati0nS of extreme joy Were every- 

where to be seen. Not a few eyes Churchill ,  was mar r i ed  sho r t ly  be- by the joyous 
fo re  the conlmand le f t  to M i s s  Le-  of grateful feelings. The eighth star  
t i t ia  Hutchings .  T h e  ceremony was put upon i t  and the flag raised. 
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011 Tuesday morning, h4ay 28, 
1861, the Tri-Vl'eekly Courier llade 
farewell to  the Light Guards as 
follon~s : 

This company left our city yesterday 
evening a t  6 o'clock. The muster roll 
may be found in another column. Our 
heart fails us a s  we attempt to write 
upon the subject. The company is 
made up almost entirely of young men 
-only five married, and, with two ex- 
ceptions, these quite recently. Most 
of the members have lived in the city 
or in the immediate vicinity; they are 
connected with the best families and 
of course are greatly beloved. 

We are sure there will not be in the 
army a more gallant company of brave 
men than compose this corps. They are 
armed with the Windsor rifle. They 
have no accoutrements, but in all else 
they are  fully provided. The pro- 
visions for health and comfort in camp 
are quite complete. That they may all 
safely return is the fervent and earn- 
est prayer of the entire community. 

The  Courier Thursday morning, 
May 30, 1861, gave the Miller Ri- 
fles this send-off: 

This company left yesterday a t  11 
o'clock on a special train for Richmond. 
It consists of a larger number than 
either of the other companies that 
have left." It i s  made up of the best 
kind of fighting men, mostly from the 
country, and though but little used to 
drill at present, they are inured to 
many hardships that  will enable them 
to drop into camp routine with com- 
parative ease; and Capt. Towers is 
just the man to make this company 
one of the most efficient in the serv- 
ice. 

And non7 the author again steps 
aside and bows to pens that  are 
more trenchant than his own. The 
quotations are  from The Courier, 
with the dates a3 indicated: 

N o ~ t h e r n  Men's Sacrifice.-Those 
citizens of Northern birth who enlist 
in our army and who demonstrate on 
the battlefield their fidelity to our 
cause are entitled to the lasting grat- 
itude and remembrance of our people. 
To the foreman and others in  charge 
of The Courier, i t  is a source of grati- 
fication to hear on frequent occasions 
the name of Mr. Melville Dwinell, now 
in the army, who participated in the 
recent glorious achievement a t  Manas- 
sas, spoken of in terms of the warmest 

respect and regard. He was in the 
hottest of the column led by the la- 
mented Bartow. We hope that  he 
escaped death. 

FVe grieve to learn that  Frank La- 
throp, our young friend and fellow 
ciiizen, from the house of Sloan, Har- 
per & Co., is no more. He, too, was a 
Northern man, and fell a t  Manassas, 
tattling for  our rights. 

Floyd Companies' Loss.-As there 
has been no official report published of 
the killed and wounded of the Eighth 
Georgia Regiment in the First Battle 
of Manassas, we are  only enabled to 
give the following report from a list 
sent by Rev. John Jones, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian chu-rch of Rome, 
who has been visiting the companies 
and is now a t  Richmond: 

Rome Light Guards-Killed: Chas. 
B. Norton, Geo. T. Stovall, D. Clinton 
Hargrove, Jas. B. Clark and Dr. J. T. 
Duane; badly wounded, M. D. McOs- 
ker, J. H. Anderson (Ringgold), J. A. 
Stevenson (Jacksonville) ; slightly 
wounded, Capt. E. J. Magruder, G. L. 
Aycock, A. J. Bearden, J. Dunwoody 
Jones, J. F. Shelton, - Shackleford 
and Je t t  Howard; missing, John J. 
Black, Wm. A. Barron, M. A. Ross and 
John R. Payne. 

Miller Rifles-Killed, Thos. Mobley, 
Frank Lathrop and Lewis Yarbrough; 
badly wounded, 0. B. Eve, Thos. J. 
Hills and Wm. A. King; slightly 
wounded, John M. Berry, B. F. Cornut, 
W. D. Corput, S. H. Chambers, M. D. 
Funderburk, N. S. Fain, Maj. John 
Minton, Jourdan Reese, T. C. Sparks, 
J. H. Silvey, W. P. Trout, W. W. Ware, 
the two Easons and D. C. Harper; sick, 
W. J. Barrett, G. Carroll, R. F. Car- 
roll, B. F. Price and T. R. Glenn. 

Floyd Infantry - Killed, George 
Martin, W. J. Chastain, A. W. Har- 
shaw and J. H. Dunn; badly wounded, 
Capt. Jno. F. Cooper. Full list not re- 
ported. 
Manassas Battleground Camp, Tues- 

day, July 23, 1861, 8 p. m. 
Dear Courier: Since writing this 

morning I have gathered some particu- 
lars of the glorious victory of Ju ly  21. 
As the facts a re  made known, the com- 
plete rout of the enemy and the utter 
confusion into which they were thrown 
becomes more and more evident. In- 
stead of getting 42 of their cannon, 64 
have already been brought in, and 
there is reason to believe still more - 

*The Floyd Infantry, under command of Capt. 
Jno. Frederick Cooper, is referred to here with 
the Light Guards. It is supposed to have left 
several days ahead of any other company. 
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will be found, provided this number 
does not include all they had. Our 
troops detailed for tha t  purpose have 

' 

been finding them all day, run off in 
concealed places by the roadside. In  
addition to the cannon, i t  is reported 
that the road leading to Alexandria is 
literally lined with muskets, rifles, etc., 
etc. This morning 27 of Lincoln's com- 
missioned officers, including several of 
the staff, were sent to Richmond a s  
prisoners of war. 

The sneaking cunning and perfidious 
meanness of our enemies was exhibited 
cn the day of battle by their use of a 
flag, one side of which represented the 
colors of the Confederate States and 
the other those of the United States. 
I t  was by the use of this that our regi- 
ments were so badly cut up. The col- 
umn tha t  flanked us showed the Con- 
federate flag until they got to the po- 
sition where they could do us the great- 
est possible injury, then turned to us 
the Federal side of the flag. For doing 
this when they sent a flag of truce to 
Gen. Beauregard, asking for the privi- 
lege of gathering up and burying their 
dead, i t  was denied them. How can 
they expect any courtesy when they 
thus set  a t  defiance all  the rules of 
civilized warfare? The low spirit that  
governs them and their miscreancy 
was also exhibited on the 18th, when 
they made use of the truce in throwing 
up barricades and breastworks. 

A. J. Bearden was taken prisoner 
and carried some four miles from the 
battleground. This was after our reg- 
iment had fallen back. He was car- 
ried to the headquarters of the ene- 
my, and there saw a large number of 
gentlemen from Washington City, New 
York and other places, drinking and 
carousing .over "their" victory. Not 
long after,  news came that  their army 
was retreating, with our cavalry in hot 
pursuit. Then ensued a scene of in- 
describable confusion among this white 
kid gentry in their efforts to secure 
their personal safety by flight. When 
our cavalry came up, Bearden claimed 
his own freedom, and took captive the 
captain who had been guarding him. 
Chas. M. Harper, of the Miller Rifles, 
was taken prisoner, and with two or 
three others was guarded by six of the 
Hessians. After a while, more pris- 
oners were put in care of the same 
guard, so that their number exceeded 
that of the hirelings holding them. Our 
boys watched their opportunity, 
matched their guardians' puns and 

pany, Robt. DeJournett. He was on 
the retreat when a mounted officer, 
supposed to have been a colonel, rode 
up to within 15 or 20 paces and cried 
out, "Your life! Your life, you young 
rebe1 !" DeJou~nett  turned, raised his 
gun and shot him through while the 
officer was attempting to draw his pis- 
tol. DeJournett made a hasty retreat 
in safety, though a volley of muskets 
was fired a t  him. 

It is now certain that John J. Black, 
Marcus A. Ross and John Payne were 
taken prisoners and carried off. Mc- 
Grath came in today, unharmed. This 
accounts for all the Light Guards. No 
prisoners were carried off from the 
Miller Rifles. Seven of the Federal 
prisoners have told us they expected to 
be hung as soon a s  the battle was over. 
They have been taught to believe tha t  
the Southerners are a set  of complete 
ba~barians. Geo. Martin, of the Floyd 
Infantry, died last night. Howard Mc- 
Osker and Anderson, of our company, 
have been sent to Gordonsville. They 
were doing well. 

Our regiment has not yet reorgan- 
ized, and we did not move today, a s  
was anticipated. We were all very glad 
to see Rev. John Jones when he came 
into camp today. I t  is said that the 

took them all pr'soners. ~ i o t h e r  in- TRIPPE STOVALL, editor md 
stance in which the tables were turned Methodst Sunday School superintendent who 
occurred with a member of our conl- was killed at First Manassas. 
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Lincolnites have taken Washington 
City. They certainly hold no place 
this side of Alexandria.-Courier, 
Aug. 1, 1861. 

T h s .  J. Hills.-History will delight 
to honor the heroes of Manassas and 
the bravery of our boys; "in the dead- 
ly thicket" long will be a fireside 
theme ! 

In  our exultation over the great vic- 
tory a t  Manassas i t  is well to pay a 
passing tribute to the memory of those 
who freely gave their lives t o  gain it. 
He whose name heads this article was 
not among those whose life sped ere 
victory was won; lingering until Fri- 
day night, he died peacefully in the 
full realization of the promises so 
sweet to the Christian heart. 

Of modest, unassuming manner, he 
was well known only to his intimate 
friends, who knew him but to love him. 
As superintendent of the Sabbath 
School at Running Waters (the Hume 
place north of Rome), he had re- 
cently entered upon a life of Christian 
usefulness, where ha was becoming 
better known and more widely appre- 
ciated. In him we mown a devoted 
son, a n  affectionate brother and faith- 
ful friend. Truly, death loves a shin- 
ing mark, and in the loss of our prom- 
ising young men we see God's ways 
are  past finding out.--M., Aug. 9, 
1861. --- 

Returned.-Gen. Geo. S. Black, Col. 
W. A. Fort, H. A. Gartrell, N. J. Om. 
berg, R. S. Norton and G. R. Sandefer 
returned home a few days ago from 
Manassas, where they had gone to visit 
their sons and friends. 

Wm. Higginbotham, a well-known 
free man of color, also returned on 
Saturday morning. He reached Ma- 
nassas on the morning of the battle, 
but was denied the privilege of taking 
a gun and falling into the ranks. He 
then assisted in removing the dead and 
wounded, amid the shower of balls that  
fell around. Such deeds. a re  highly 
meritorious and deserve much credit. 

Acczdent on Rome Railroad.-On 
Tuesday evening last, a s  the down 
train reached a point about two miles 
this side of Kingston, i t  struck a cow 
on the track, which threw the engine 
and part  of the train off. The engi- 
neer saw the cow, but too late to stop 
the train, and fearing the result, 
jumped off and broke his leg. This is 
the only serious accident that  has oc- 
curred on this road for several years. 

A number of the Cherokee Artillery, 
vho were home on furlough, were 

forced to walk from the spot to King- 
ston, a s  their train from Rome could 
not pass. They were going to Camp 
McDonald, and thence will go to Vir- 
ginia.-Aug. 9, 1861. 

Soldiers Returned.-John M. Berry, 
of the Miller Rifles, who had two of 
his fingers shot off a t  Manassas, and 
who received an  honorable discharge, 
returned a few days ago. M. A. Ross, 
of the Light Guards, who received a 
wound ,in his arm and hand, was taken 
prisoner and escaped, arrived Thurs- 
day on a two months' furlough. L. G. 
Rradbury belonged to no company, 
though fought with the rest of the 
boys. He went out for  the purpose of 
joining the Light Guards, but was not 
received on account of being a cripple. 
it.-Aug. 16, 1861. 
He went to see the elephant and saw 

A survivor's accouilt of the First 
Battle of Mailassas has been 
gleaned from the records of the 
United Daughters of the Confed- 
eracy :* 

I t  was on a bright, beautiful Sun- 
day morning that  one of the world's 
most remarkable battles was fought. 
Gens. Gustave T. Beauregard and Jos. 
E. Johnston were the Confederate 
leaders, and Gen. Winfield Scott com- 
mander of the Northern army. Jef- 
ferson Davis was on the field, cheer- 
ing the hosts in gray. It was here 
that Gen. Thos. J. Jackson got his nick- 
name "Stonewall." Francis S. Bartow, 
colonel of the Eighth Georgia Regi- 
ment, had our command, and Gen. Ber- 
nard E. Bee was also there, with his 
South Carolina battalions. 

Predictions had been made by the 
Washington contingent that  the flag 
that carried in its folds the love of 
these hotly patriotic Southerners would 
be furled forever. A large crowd of 
spectators came out from Washington 
in their fine carriages, with nice 
lunches and plenty to drink in cele- 
bration of the expected Union victory, 
and the festivities were to be continued 
that night in the capital. 

The tides of battle surged back and 
f o ~ t h .  Units of the Southern army 
were cut to pieces, and the remnants 
retreated. Seeing some men turning 
to the rear, the gallant Bee shouted, 
"Look a t  Jackson there; he is stand- 
ing like a stone wall!" The men ral- 
lied. Reinforcements for us came up, - 

*Related by Virgil A. Stewart. He and B. J. 
Franks, of Armuehee, are the only survivors 
of the Rome Light Guards. 
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FOUR INTREPID C O N F E D E ~ T E  LEADERS. 
At top, left to  right, are  Jefferson Davis, president of the Southern Confederacy, who 

was captured near Irwinville, Ca., in 1865, after a flight from Richmond with Colonel and 
Mrs. C. I. Craves, of Rome; and Cen. Jos. Eccleston Johnston, famed for his well-ordered 
retreat from Chattanooga through Rome. At the bottom are Cen. Jno. B. Cordon, who 
attended Hearn Academy, Cave Spring, and Cen. Jno. B. Hood, commanded in the Atlanta 
campaign, who crossed the Cooaa River a t  Veal's ferry, Coosa Village. 

and by 3 o'clock in the afternoon the 
rout of the Union army was complete. 
Beauregard and Johnston wanted to 
push on to  Washington in the hope of 
ending the war, but Davis said no. 

Practically half of the Eighth's 
1,000 Georgians fell dead or wounded, 
or were captured or lost. The Fourth 
Alabama was also well decimated. Bar- 
tow led his men to an  exposed emi- 
nence which was too hot to hold. 

When the command to retire was 
given, I did not hear it, and soon found 
myself with none but dead and wound- 

ed around me. I fell back to a thicket 
and met Jim Tom Moore, who said he 
did not know where were the rest of 
the men. Ike Donkle sang out, "Rally, 
Rome Light Guards!" About a dozen 
came out of the thicket and were im- 
mediately fired upon by a regiment in 
a protected position. The Romans re- 
turned the fire, then fell back to cover. 
My hat  and coat were well riddled, 
but my skin was untouched. 

Among our dead were Jas. B. Clark, 
Dr. J. T. Duane, a native of Ireland, 
who had come to Rome only a few 
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years before and opened a dental of- 
fice; Geo. T. Stovall, a bachelor, su- 
perintendent of the First  Methodist 
Church Sunday School, and perhaps 
the most beloved young man in the 
town; Charles B. Norton, a clothing 
merchant, and D. Clinton Hargrove, a 
lawyer, my uncle and a brother of Z. 
B. Hargrove. Charlie Norton was the 
eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Reuben 
Norton and a brother of Mrs. Wm. M. 
Towers. Among our wounded were M. 
D. McOsker and L. T. ("Coon") Mitch- 
ell," son of Dan'l. R. Mitchell, one of 
the four founders of Rome. 

When Charlie Norton was shot, he 
pitched forward and fell across me, 
for  I was on my knees firing. He was 
the first Light Guard member to be 
killed. I t  was a horrible sight; men 
falling all around, some dying quickly 
and the others making the day hideous 
with their groans. Considering that  - so many were our boyhood friends, i t  
was all the harder to bear. 

Bartow fell mortally wounded, and 
was attended by Dr. H. V. M. Miller. 
A short time previously he  was at- 
tempting to rally his men. Frenzied 
a t  his heavy loss, he seized a flag from 
the hands of a color bearer. I t  hap- 
pened that these were the colors of a 
South Carolina unit under Bee. The 
incident was noticed by Bee, who 
rushed up and snatched the colors from 
Bartow-. Bee also lost his life in this 
fight. Had he and Bartow been spared, 
it is quite likely they would have 
fought ii duel. 

As the Eighth Georgia marched off 
the field a t  the conclusion of the battle, 
Gen. Beauregard saluted and cried : 
"I salute the Eighth Georgia with my 
hat off. History shall never forget 
you !" 

Capt. Magruder received two wounds 
a t  First Manassas. Later, a t  Gar- 
nett's farm, near Richmond, he was 
wounded twice on the same day. Par t  
of his nose and right jaw were torn 
away, and his shoulder was badly shot. 
Having had his face bandaged, he was 
rushing back to the front when a mid- 
dle-aged man in homespun suit and 
broad-brimmed hat stopped him and 
said : 

"Major, you are  more seriously 
wounded than you realize. You must 
take my carriage and go to the hos- 
pital." 

Capt. Magruder pushed on abruptly, 
telling the man to mind his own busi- 
ness. A soldier. who saw the meeting 
asked Capt. Magruder a moment  late^ 
if he knew i t  was Jefferson Davis he 

was talking to. Capt. Magruder turned 
quickly and apologized, explaining that 
nearly all the officers had been inca- 
pacitated or captured, and tha t  he 
must take command. He went through 
the thickest of the fight, fainted and 
was borne from the field. After a while 
he was promoted to lieutenant colonel. 
A t  Petersburg he was wounded twice; 
once slightly and suffered a broken 
arm. Surgeons insisted on amputa- 
tion but he refused and his elbow was 
always stiff thereafter. He was sent 
to "Frescati," the Magruder home- 
stead in Virginia, which he had helped 
put  in order to receive his wounded 
comrades. 

Judge  Augus tus  R. Wr igh t ,  
Fede ra l  a n d  Confedera te  Coilgress- 
mail, co i~t r ih t l ted  t h e  following, to 
t h e  discussion of in t r igue  at  Rich- 
m o n d  : 

Richmond, Va., Feb. 26, 1862. 
Francis C. Shropshire, 

Rome, Ga. 
My Dear Frank: On Saturday last 

we had the ceremonies of the inaugu- 
ration. Imposing, very. A gloomier 
day never settled upon the capital of 
Virginia. The rain fell in torrents. 
Notwithstanding, the crowd was im- 
mense. President Davis made his 
speech and took the oath a t  the eques- 
t r ian statue of Washington. The com- 
mending of himself and his country 
into the hands of God a t  the conclu- 
sion of the ceremony was a sublime 
scene. Emaciated and careworn, with 
a deep feeling of sadness pervading 
his pale, intellectual features, there 
was anearnestness and solemnity in 
his mannr that  satisfied the beholder. 
His spirit was even then in deep com- 
munion with his God. There were 
no Christian doubts that he had prayed 
before in the deep humility of a trust- 
ing and faithful heart. 

Mr. Davis, in my opinion, is a Chris- 
tian President, and if he is, God will 
take care of him and the young suf- 
fering country which he rules for the 
next six years. 

The vileness of our race is being ex- 
hibited here every day in the efforts 
cf some of those who were first to 
overthrow the old Government,":> to 
shake the confidence of the people in - 

*Mitchell told later how Stovall had men- 
tioned to him the night before the battle a 
premonition of death. Stovall was humming 
at the time his favorite song, "Jesus Lover of 
My Soul." His last words y r e ,  "Tell my 
mother I have gone to Heaven. 

**Presumably at Montgomery. 
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their rulers in the hour of misfortune 
and public calamity, the time when of 
all others we should stand by the Gov- 
ernment with the most heroic forti- 
tude, and strengthen by every means 
in our power the confidence of our peo- 
ple in our rulers. 

Some already declare Congress is 
bound by no Constitution in time of 
war, others that  we must change the 
organic law again; the best way to 
get clear of incompetent rulers i s  for 
the people to  rise in their might and 
overthrow them. 

I t  is fearful to hear the talk in  Con- 
gress and out of it. If we are  not 
careful, and meet with a few more re- 
verses, we shall have the revolution 
all over again. 

I shall stick to the Resident because 
it is right, because he is worthy, and 
because i t  is the only course to secure 
law and order and any Government 
at all. 

There a re  a great many currents 
and undercurrents here-demagogues 
working like maggots on the body pol- 
itic; the body of the people a re  like a 
seething caldron-traitors in great 
evidence that  glory in the news of our 
defeat. Upon requiring the office- 
holders to take the oath of allegiance, 
I understand there were 40 who re- 
fused. 

The situation a t  this time: The 
Federal army nuwbws 500+000, the 
Confederate army about 350,000. Mill 
Spring surrendered Feb. 6; Gen. Jolli- 
coffer, a favorite Southern general, 
killed. Fort  Donelson, on line of Mis- 

sissippi River, surrendered Feb. 16, 
with about 15,000 men. 

'&God is my refuge and my 
strength;" out of the darkness He will 
bring light, and upon these shadows 
His spirit will move in strength, and 
we shall have a new Government to 
shed its blessings, I hope, upon a free, 
intelligent and Christian people. 

Yours truly, 
AUGUSTUS R. WRIGHT. 

The Civil War, like every other 
war, was not free of profiteering. 
Occasionally the boys at  the front 
would write back their opinions of 
money grubbing and hoarding, and 
as early as a year after the open- 
ing the home folks were sniping 
a t  its pudgy form. The Tri-Week- 
ly Courier of Tuesday, Apr. 8,1862, 
printed the proceedings of a county 
mass meeting at  the City Hill ,  in 
which strong resolt~tions were 
passed against extortionate prices 
which were crippling the men on 
the firing line and working a hard- 
ship on non-combatants. Col. 
James Word was chairman of the 
meeting and R. D. Harvey secre- 
tary. The resolutions were drawn 
by a committee composed of Dan- 
iel R. Mitchell, H. Aycock, B. I?. 
Hawkins, Kinchin Rambo and J. 
W. Dunnahoo, and they were 
passed unanimously. 
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FINE DWELLINGS OF HILL AND COUNTRYSIDE. 
The elegant simplicity of Rome homes has often been remarked. Here we see a few of 

the finer structures in their artistic settings. At top, the Second Avenue home of C. Wm. 
King; next, "Beverly Hall," the country estate of J. Nephew King, near DeSoto Park; center, 
the Fourth ward dwelling of the late J. A. Glover. The two bottom pictures are of "Hill- 
crest," East Rome dwelling of Jno. M. Graham. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

A Rome Engine Chases The "General 

LTHOUGH t h e  story of 
"Andrews' Wild Raid" of 
Apr. 12, 1862, is well known 
to followers of Civil W a r  

history, the  pa r t  played by a Rome 
engine in t h e  chase and  capture 
of this band of desperate men hris 
remained buried in oblivion. This 
engine was  t h e  "Wm. R. Smith,"" 
a small, "wood-burning" affair 
named after Col. Wm. R. ("Long 
Bill") Smith, first president of t h e  
Rome Railroad. Her engineer w a s  
Oliver Wiley Harbin,** and t h e  
conductor of t h e  Rome Railroad 
t ra in  to which she w a s  attached 
and which awaited t h e  arrival of 
t h e  Atlanta t ra in  at Kingston w a s  
Cicero A. Smith, also of Rome, son 
of Jacob Smith, a n  uncle of "Bill 
A rp. "*** 

T h e  following account is taken 
part ly from an illustrated folder 
issued in 1903 under direction of 
W. I,. Danley, of Nashville, Tenn., 
general passenger agen t  of the N. 
C. & St. L. railway, lessees of t h e  
Western  & Atlantic (state) rail- 
road, and part ly f r o m  "Georgia's 
Landmarks, Memorials & Leg-  
ends," Vol. 11, ps. 230-234.**** 

James J. Andrews, a Union spy and 
contraband merchant of Flemingsburg, 
Ky., was commissioned by Gen. 0. M. 
Mitchel to lead a raid into Georgia and 
burn the railroad bridges between Big 
Shanty (Kennesaw, Cobb County), 
and Chattanooga, Tenn. Gen. Mitch- 
el's division of Buell's Union army 
was in camp near Shelbyville, Tenn., 
and i t  was from this point that An- 
drew6 took 21 men in civilian clothes 
and made his way through the Confed- - 

*Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials & Legends, 
Vol. 11, p. 233. 

**Authorities: Judge Jno. C. Printup, Mrs. 
Susan Cothran Smith, of Birmingham, daugh- 
ter of Col. Wade S. Cothran, superintendent of 
the road; H. H. Wimpee, of Rome. 

***Authority: Mrs. Smith. Cicero A. Smith 
was s brother of Miss Mollie Smith, Henry A. 
Smith and James Smith, of Rome. 

****Contributed by Wilber G. Kurtz, of Chi- 
cago, who married a daughter of Capt. Wm. 
A. Fuller, one of the principals in the es- 

erate lines to Marietta, seven miles 
south of Big Shanty. Mitchel was to 
capture Huntsville, Ala., on the same 
day that Andrews' raiders were tear- 
ing up the road, and supplies being cut 
off from the South for the Confed- 
erate garrison a t  Chattanooga, Mitchel 
was to march from Huntsville on re- 
ceiving word from Andrews, and over- 
whelm the Tennessee town. Reinforce- 
ments sufficient to hold Chattanooga 
were to be rushed to Mitchel's aid. 

Andrews was familiar with the road, 
but heavy rains delayed him a day and 
he decided to make his dash Apr. 12 
instead of the l l th ,  reasoning that 
the rains would hold up Mitchel's force 
a day as  well. Consequently, he did 
not reach Marietta until the night of 
Apr. 11. At Marietta the presence of 
this group of strang'ers attracted some 
attention, but they explained that they 
were Southerners who had made their 
way through the Northern lines and 
wanted to join the Confederate army. 

At 6 o'clock on the morning of Apr. 
1 2  Capt. Wm. A. Fuller, conductor of 
the northbound passenger train, pulled 
the bell cord that sent the engine puff- 
ing out of the Union Station in At- 
lanta. This was the engine "General," 
built by the Rogers Locomotive Works 
a t  Paterson, N. J., in 1855, a trim 
wood-burner with a sharp cowcatcher 
and bellows stack, which for some 
years has been on exhibition a t  the 
Union depot, Chattanooga. The en- 
gineer was Jeff Cain, and Capt. An- 
thony Murphy, well-known Atlantan 
and superintendent of the W. & A. 
shops, went along. Three empty box 
cars were carried next to the engine 
to bring commissary stores from Chat- 
tanooga to Atlanta. 

When the train reached Marietta, 20 
miles northwest of Atlanta, two of An- 
drew~'  party for some reason failed 
to get aboard, but the other twenty 
clambered on, having bought tickets 
for various points beyond Big Shanty. 
I t  was customary for this train to stop 
20 minutes a t  Big Shanty so the train 
crew and passengers could get break- 
fast a t  Lacey's Hotel. This was done 
on this occasion, and Capt. Fuller sat 
with his face toward his engine, where 
he could see through an open window, 
40 feet from the train. 

In Andrews' party were four en- 
gineers and firemen, some couplers and 
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others familiar with railroad work, and 
practically all of them were armed 
with pistols, and several carried pliers 
for cutting telegraph wires. Although 
Big Shanty had 3,000 Confederate sol- 
diers in training (a t  Camp McDon- 
ald), i t  did not boast a telegraph sta- 
tion. The commanding officer had re- 
quested Capt. Fuller to take in tow 
several deserters who might board his 
train, hence when the conductor saw 
the strangers uncouple the engine and 
the three empty box cars  from his 
train and star t  off, he thought they 
were Confederate undesirables. 

"Some one who has no right to do so 
has gone off with our train!" shouted 
Capt. Fuller. The sixteen men in the 
last box car waved defiantly as they 
turned a curve and were lost to view. 
The alarm was sounded through vil- 
lage and camp. 

A bugler called together the High- 
land Rangers, a horse troop com- 
manded by Capt. J. L. Kerr, a Rome 
tailor, which was.Co. G, of the First  
Georgia Cavalry, commanded by Col. 
J. J. Morrison, of Polk County. The 
horsemen dashed away in hot pursuit. 
Among them were four Roman broth- 
ers, M. A. J. (Matt),  Wm., George and 
Dave Wimpee.* 

Capt. Fuller used the tools a t  hand. 
He pitted leg power against steam. 
Mr. Cain and Capt. Murphy followed 
closely. A t  Moon's Station, two miles 
away, they got a hand car off a side- 
track. The men a t  the station had 
had their tools taken forcibly by the 
raiders. They reported that  the 
strangers had cut 100 yards of wire 
from the telegraph poles, and carried 
i t  with them. Capt. Fuller then com- 
prehended the design, and put new de- 
termination into his efforts. He had 
arrived here ahead of his companions, 
so pushed the hand car back and picked 
them up. Two of them shoved the rude 
conveyance while the third rested and 
kept a sharp lookout ahead. Rain was 
falling in  a gloomy drizzle. 

Capt. Fuller figured that the down- 
grade to Etowah Station, a t  the Eto- 
wah river, would prob,ably enable him 
to get to that  point (fifteen miles from 
Moon's) by the time "The General" had 
climbed the grade thence to Kingston, 
and that  a t  Kingston freight trains 
were due to hold up the raiders a while. 
A pile of crossties was removed from 
the track a mile north of Moon's. At  
Acworth they got pistols and were 
joined by Steve Stokely, of Cobb Coun- 
ty, and a Mr. Smith, of Jonesboro, 
Two rails had been removed just be- 

fore reaching Etowah, so the hand- 
car had to be lifted along some 75 feet. 

After a heroic effort, Etowah was 
reached, and there, justifying the 
hopes of Capt. Fuller, stood the old 
engine "Yonah," the property of the 
Cooper Iron Works. The engine was 
standing on a sidetrack near the Eto- 
wah trestle, and the tender, detached. 
was on the turn-table. The tender was 
turned around and attached to the en- 
gine, and off they went. No further 
impediments were encountered up to 
Kingston, fifteen miles from Etowah. 

By this time the countryside was in 
a fever of excitement. Andrews was 
telling curious station masters and 
trainmen that  he was running a n  am- 
munition train to the relief of Gen. 
G. T. Beauregard, a t  Corinth, Miss. 
He also stated that  Capt. Fuller's pas- 
senger train was coming along behind; 
but when the people saw Capt. Ful- 
ler's bedraggled crew, they knew the 
truth. 

The "Yonah" pawed up sparks a s  
her wheels slipped in starting; then 
she made record speed to Kingston. 
Andrews had just left. He had per- 
suaded the freight engineers to give 
him right of way, and was off with a 
mocking laugh. The "Texas" found 
the freights so arranged that  she was 
hopelessly pocketed, but  on the left- 
hand prong of the "Y," pointed toward 
Rome, was the "Wm. R. Smith," steam 
up and waiting for the Atlanta trans- 
fer passengers. Capt. Fuller pressed 
this engine into service, and her en- 
gineer, 0. Wiley Harbin, r a n  her a 
distance of five miles, faster than the 
"stringers" and flat rails of the Rome 
railroad would have stood. In the cab 
of the Rome engine were also seated 
the Rome train conductor, Cicero A. 
Smith, Capt. Fuller, Mr. Cain, Mr. 
Murphy, Mr. Stokely and Mr. Smith. 
Four miles south of Adairsville (Cass 
County), 60 yards of track was found 
to have been torn up. The "Smith" 
was stopped with a jerk and Capt. Ful- 
ler and his four companions ran  ahead 
after thanking the crew from Rome. 
The Romans remained behind to look 
after their engine, and slowly steamed 
back to Kingston and took up their 
previous position. 

Capt. Fuller pressed on two miles a s  
fast  a s  his legs would carry him, again 
leading his crowd by several furlongs. 
After half a mile Murphy was the 
only one he could see. Presentl~r an  
express freight train came puffing 
along with 20 cars. Capt. Fuller stood - 

*Authority: H. H. Wimpee. 
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on the track, brandished his pistol and 
brought the train to a stop. The en- 
gineer, Peter Bracken, recognized him 
~ n d  heard his hastily-told story. They 
waited for Capt. Murphy to arrive, 
then backed up the road as fast  a s  pos- 
sible, Capt. Fuller standing on the last  
box car, 20 lengths away, and giving 
signals so the engineer could tell how 
to run. Others now on the train were 
Fleming Cox and Henry Haney, fire- 
man of the freight, and Alonzo Mar- 
tin, wood passer. Smith and Stokely 
had been left behind. The train was 
now being pushed by the Danforth and 
Cook engine "Texas." 

When within 200 yards of the switch 
a t  kdairsville, Capt. Fuller jumped 
down, ran  ahead and changed the 
switch so a s  to throw the 20 cars on 
the sidetrack. He then reversed the 
switch and hopped on the "Texas," 
which sped on her way. So quickly 
had this change been effected that  en- 
gine and cars ran side by side for near- 
ly 1,000 feet. The "Texas,." it  should 
be borne in mind, was still running 
backward, whereas the "General" was 
pointed ahead. This gave the "Gen- 
eral" quite an advantage because the 
instability of a tender running f a s t  
ahead tends to throw i t  off the track. 
Calhoun, Gordon County, ten miles 
from Adairsville, was reached in 
twelve minutes. Here Edward Hen- 
derson, 17, telegraph operator a t  Dal- 
ton, had arrived on the morning pas- 
senger train, to see what was the mat- 
ter with the telegraph wires. Running 
a t  15 miles an hour, Capt. Fuller 
stretched out a hand to him and pulled 
him aboard the engine. 

While they sped along a s  fas t  a s  a n  
engine with 5 feet, 10-inch driving 
wheels could run, Capt. Fuller wrote 
the following telegram to Gen. Ledbet- 
ter a t  Chattanooga, handed i t  to young 
Henderson and told him to hop off 
quick a t  Dalton and put i t  through: 

"My train was captured this morn- 
ing a t  Big Shanty, evidently by Fed- 
eral soldiers in disguise. They are  
making rapidly for  Chattanooga, pos- 
sibly with an  idea of burning the rail- 
road bridges in their rear. If I do 
not capture them in the meantime, see 
that they do not pass Chattanooga." 

Two miles north of Calhoun the fly- 
ing raiders were sighted b,y the pur- 
suers for  the first time. They de- 
tached the rear freight car a t  a point 
where they had made a fruitless effort 
to tear up a rail with a crow-bar. This 
car was coupled in front of the "Tex- 
as" without stopping, and Capt. Fuller 
mounted i t  and signalled to the en- 

gineer, who could not see ahead. The 
end of this car had been punched out 
so crossties could be strewn along the 
track, ties having been taken from the 
roadbed a t  various points. Two and a 
half miles farther, Capt. Fuller en- 
countered another loose freight car. 
This was taken on in front, and the 
gallant captain moved up a car length. 
The bridge over the Oostanaula River 
was crossed safely and a t  Resaca Capt. 
Fuller left the two cunlbersome freight 
cars on a siding, and sped onward with 
the "Texas" only. A t  a short curve 
two miles north of Resaca a T-rail 
diagonally across the track was seen 
too late to stop. Capt. Fuller was 
standing on the tender, and he clung 
to the side and closed his eyes a mo- 
ment in anticipation of a crash. The 
right fore wheel swept the rail off the 
track like i t  had been a straw; and 
they were safe again. They were said 
to have been making 55 miles a n  hour. 
This was undoubtedly one of the rails 
whose removal halted the engine from 
Rome. It was probably dropped off 
the third and last box car, hence there 
was no time to place it straight across. 
Only two or three times were obstruc- 
tions met with between Resaca and 
Dalton, a distance of fifteen miles; 
these were quickly removed. A t  Dal- 

COL. WADE: S. COTHRAN. banker and pro- 
moter, who, with John Hume, caused the 
Nobles to move to Rome. 
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ton the telegraph operator was drop- 
ped, and he managed to get his mes- 
sage on the line a few seconds before 
the wires were snipped up the road. 
The customary acknowledgment a t  the 
end of the message was not received 
from Chattanooga because the pliers 
had been used so quickly. 

Two miles north of Dalton the des- 
perate fugitives were seen frantically 
attempting to tear up a rail. Col. Jesse 
A. Glenn's regiment was camping 
nearby, and its members also noticed 
the work of Andrews' men. Before 
the soldiers could come up, the An- 
drews band had made off again. The 
fifteen miles from Dalton to Ringgold 
(Catoosa County) was made in faster 
time than Capt. Fuller had ever made 
i t  in his 22 years a s  a conductor. At  
middle distance between these two 
points stood the long tunnel a t  Tunnel 
Hill, Whitfield County. Here was a 
fine opportunity for  the pursued to 
wreck the determined pursuers. Had 
they stopped a short distance beyond 
the tunnel and sent their last box car  
into the dark passageway, a shocking 
tragedy might have been enacted. 
Eowever, they were too hotly pursued 
to t ry  such a n  experiment. 

The intervening distance had been 
eaten up by the "Texas" until, half 
way between Ringgold and Graysville 
( a  mile and a half north of Ringgold), 
the "General" was only a quarter of 
a mile in the lead. Tlie "General" was 
weakening perceptibly, due to complete 
exhaustion of her wood and water sup- 
ply. The last splinter had been shoved 
into the firebox and the last drop of 
water squeezed from her tank. The 
once white smoke belching from her 
clumsy but business-like stack had 
been transformed into a hot breath. 
The 20 reckless mutineers who had 
commandeered her would have chucked 
in their hats, shirts and shoes except 
for  the job of tearing through bram- 
bles and streams. Several pine knots 
had been passed back to the box cars 
to set them on fire and send to the rear 
a flaming messenger of death. Had 
this sortie been successful, the chance 
of escape might have been greatly 
heightened, for the flames would have 
closed around the chugging "Texas" 
like a snare. A small fire was started 
in the car, but the dampness madd the 
attempt a failure. It was probable 
that  the plan was to fire the car and 
leave i t  on the next bridge, but the 
"General" could not pull the grade, 
and the car was cut loose. Capt. Ful- 
ler picked i t  up, and put  out the fire. 
The fugitives now abandoned the  

"General" and ran  through the woods 
to the west. "Every man take care of 
himself!" shouted Andrews, and they 
scattered in squads of three or four. 

A t  Ringgold Capt. Fuller had sight- 
ed 50 or 75 soldiers and had shouted 
word for them to mount their horses 
and come forward ,in the chase. ' At  a, 
fork in the Chickamauga near Grays- 
ville four of the raiders were captured, 
and one of them was forced to tell who 
they were. The neighborhood was 
thoroughly awakened, and within a 
fortnight all of the 22 had been round- 
ed up, including the two who had failed 
to take the train a t  Marietta. Although 
badly tuckered out, Capt. Fuller, Capt. 
Murphy, Fleming Cox and Alonzo 
Martin took to the woods in  pursuit of 
the raiders, but soon left the chase to 
the men on horseback. Some of the 
pursued hid out in mountains and 
canebrakes, but were turned up when 
they applied a t  fa rm houses for food. 

The following Kentucky and Ohio 
men participated in the raid:* 

Jas. J. Andrews, leader, citizen, 
Flemingsburg, Ky.; Wm. H. Campbell, 
citizen, of Kentucky. 

Marion A. Ross, sergeant major; 
Wm. Pittinger, sergeant, Company G; 
Geo. D. Wilson, private, Company B; 
Chas: P. Shadrach, private, Company 
K, all of Second Ohio Infantry. 

Elihu H. Mason, sergeant, Company 
H; Jno. M. Scott, sergeant, Company 
F; Wilson M. Brown, corporal, Com- 
pany F; Mark Wood, private, Com- 
pany C; Jno. A. Wilson, private, Com- 
pany C; Wm. Knight, private, Compa- 
ny E;  Jno. R. Porter, private, Com- 
pany G; Wm. Bensinger, private, Com- 
pany G; Robt. Buffum,. private, Com- 
pany H, all of 21st Ohlo Infantry. 

Martin J. Hawkins, corporal, Com- 
pany A; Wm. H. Reddick, corporal, 
Company B; Daniel A. Dorsey, cor- 
poral, Company H ;  John Wollam, pri- 
vate, Company C; Samuel Slavens, pri- 
vate, Company E ; Samuel Robertson, 
private, Company G; Jacob Parrott,  
private, Company K, all of 33rd Ohio 
Infantry. 

Eight of these men, whose names ap- 
pear below, were executed by the Con- 
federate authorities a t  Atlanta, Ga., in 
June, 1862; Andrews on June 7, and 
Campbell, Ross, Geo. D. Wilson, Shad- 
rach, Scott, Slavens and Robertson on 
June 18. On Oct. 16, 1862, the eight 
following named made their escape 
from prison a t  Atlanta: Brown, Wood, - 

*Letter. Feb. 18. 1903, from F. C. Ainsworth, 
chief of Record and Pension office. Washing- 
ton. D. C., to W. L. Danley, Nashville, Tenn. 
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John A. Wilson, Knight, Porter, Haw- 
kins, Dorsey and Wollam. The re- 
maining six members of the raiding 
party were paroled a t  City Point, Va., 
March 17, 1863. Their names follow: 
Pittinger, Mason, Bensinger, Buffum, 
Reddick and Parrott. Congress gave 
medals to all the survivors, who erect- 
ed a monument to their comrades in 
the National cemetery a t  Chicka- 
mauga, Ga. The N., C. & St. L. rail- 
way erected tablet stones a t  the points 
where the "General" was captured and 
was abandoned. The "Texas" stands 
in the southeastern par t  of Grant 
Park, Atlanta, defying the wind and 
the weather. The "Yonah" and the 
"Wm. R. Smith" are  supposed to have 
.been scrapped.* 

Sergt. Pi t t i i iger  testified at his 
t r ia l  t h a t  w h e n  the "General" 
"broke down," t h e y  were b u r n i n g  
oil cans,  tool boxes and  planks 
ripped off the freight car. As they 
abandoned h e r  t h e y  reversed  her 
in  o rde r  to b r i n g  on a collision w i t h  
t h e  "Texas," but in their h a s t e  a n d  
exci tement  t h e y  left t h e  brake on 
t h e  tender ,  a n d  there was n o t  suf-  
ficient steam to back the engine. 
in  his  book, " Captur ing  a Locomo- 
tive," he s a y s :  

We obstructed the track a s  well a s  
we could by laying on crossties at dif- 
ferent places. We also cut the wires 
between every station. Finally, when 
we were nearly to the station where 
we expected to meet the last train, 
we stopped to take u p  a rail. We had 
no instruments but a crowbar, and 
instead of pulling out  the spikes, a s  
we could have done with the pinch 
bars used for that  purpose by rail- 
road men, we had to batter them out. 
Just  a s  we were going to relinquish 
the effort, the whistle of an engine in 
pursuit sounded in our ears.** With 1 one convulsive effort we broke the 

rail  in two, took up our precious half 
rail  and left. 

We were scarcely out of sight of the 
place where we had taken up the half 
rail  before the other train met us. 
This was safely passed. When our 
pursuers came to the place where the 
broken rail was taken up, they aban- 
doned their engine and Tan on foot 
till they met the freight train, and 
turned i t  back after us. 

We adopted every expedient we 
could think of to delay pursuit, but as 
we were cutting the wire near Cal- 
houn, they came in sight of us. We 
instantly put our engine to full speed, 
and in a moment the wheels were 
striking fire from the rails in their 
rapid revolutions. The car in which 
we rode rocked furiously and threw 
us from one side to the other like 
peas rattled in a gourd. 

I then proposed to Andrews to let 
our engineer take the engine out of 
sight, while we hid in a curve, af ter  
putting a crosstie on the track: when 
they checked to Temove the obstruc- 
tions, we could rush on them, shoot 
every person on the engine, reverse i t  
and let it drive backward a t  will. 

The S o u t h e r n  Confederacy, a 
paper published in  At l an ta  at  t h e  
t ime ,  wrote :*** 

The fugitives, not expecting pur- 
suit, quietly took in wood and water 
a t  Cass Station, and borrowed a 
schedule from the bank tender on the 
plausible pretext that they were run- 
ning a pressed train loaded with pow- 
der for Beauregard. 

They had on the engine a red hand- 
kerchief, indicating that the regular 
passenger t rain would be along pres- 
ently. They stopped a t  Adairsville 
and said tha t  Fuller, with the regu- 
l a r  passenger train, was behind, and 
would wait a t  Kingston for the freight 
train, and told the conductor to push 
ahead and meet him a t  that  point. 
This was done to l~roduce a collision - 

*Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials & Legends, with Capt. Fuller's train. 
Val. 11. p. 234, says Andrews was hanged at When the morning freight reached 
Ponce DeLeon Avenue and Peachtree Street, Big shanty, Lieut. cols. R. F. ~ ~ d -  following his conviction at Chattanooga as a 
spy: that the seven others hanged were trj+ dox**** and C .  D. Phillips took the en- 
at Knoxville, and were taken from the old ]all gine, and with 50 picked men, follow. 
at Fair and Fraser Streets, Atlanta, and 
hanged near Oakland cemetery, on land now ed On as as possible. 
owned by the street railway company; and that Fuller on his return met them a t  Tun- 
the eight escaped the Atlanta jail in broad nel Hill and turned them back. Peter 
daylight and made their way to the Union lines. 

* q h e  whistle they heard was on the Rome Bracken, the engineer on the "Texas," 
engine, the "Wm. R. Smith." According to the r a n  his engine 50% miles-two miles 
N.. C. & s t .  L. booklet, P. 9, 60 yards of track backing the whole freight train up to 
was torn up at that point. 
***N., C. & s t .  L. booklet, ps. 21-23. Adairsville; made twelve stops, cou- 
****Father of Robt. F. Maddox, former mayor pled the two cars the fu- 

I of Atlanta. gitives, and switched them off on sid- 
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ings-all in one hour and f ive min- 
utes.* 

The part played l>y the Rome en- 
gine aiitl her crew was warmly 
praised 114' the citizens and the 
military authorities. Indeed, not 
only \\.as an important link sup- 
l'lied, but the appearance of the en- 
gine at  the point of broken track 
lie doubt prevented a wreck of the 
southl>ound freight piloted by En- 
gineer Bracken. Had a wreck oc- 
curred, Capt. Fuller would have 
pushed on to  Adairsviile afoot, and 
the raiders would probably have 
been able to  carry out a t  least a 
part of their design. 

Out on his farm in North Rome 
Col. Wade S. Cothran, superin- 
tendent of the Rome Railroad, 
always toolc note of the time when 
the train passed the Rome brick 
yard, not far to  the southeast. On 
this occasion no train came, and 
Col. Cothran remarked to his fam- 
ily that something must have hap- 
pened. Next morning a messenger 

arrived ~v i th  news of the capture 
and Col. Cothran aklilouilced ~vi th  
:I great deal of pride a t  the break- 
fast ta l~le  that Wiley I-Iarl~in and 
"Little Cis" Smitll had written 
their names on history's everlast- 
ing scroll. 

As for the Highland Rangers 
and the Wiinpee brothers, of 
Rome, they made a praiseworthy 
Gash through the hills by horse 
but could not lceep up with the fly- 
ing Fuller and his daredevil pace- 
makers. 

Frustatioll of this daring sally 
and plot postponed until August 
1863, the capture uf Chattanooga 
by the Federal general, VCTm. S. 
Rosecrans. - 

*It appears that the total distance traveled 
by Capt. Fuller was about 85% miles: afoot 
two miles to Moon's. 12 miles by handcar to 
Etowah, 14 miles by the "Yonah" to Kingston, 5 
miles beyond Kingston on the "Wm. R. Smith," 
two mqfe afoot, and then 50% miles on the 
"Texas. Although practically all the partipi- 
pants were armed, there is no evidence that 
any shots were exchanged. The Tri-Weekly 
Courier recorded the fall of Huntsville Apr. 11, 
but did not mention the Andrews Raid. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

Activities of the Folks at Home 

joined in the serious par t  of the 
drama. 

Our first charity organization for  
war  purposes was the Ladies' Benevo- 
lent Association. Mrs. Nicholas J. 
Bnyard, mother of Mrs. John J. Seay, 
was rnade president, and Mrs. Wm. A. 
Fo r t  secretary. Unfortunately, the 
minutes kept by Mrs. For t  have been 
destroyed. 

The vice-president was Mrs. Wade 
S. Cothran. 

Among the members were Mesdames 
J. M. Gregory, Jno. W. H. Under- 
wood, Robt. T. Hargrove, J. J. Cohen, 
MTm. Ketcham, Hollis Cooley, Eben 
Hillyer, Dan'l S. Printup, D. Mack 
Hood, H. V. M. Miller, Jas. Noble, 
M. A. Pearson, A. G. Pitner, 0. B. 
Eve, Thos. W. Alexander, Thos. Haw- 
kins, Chas. H. Smith, Reuben S. N'or- 
ton, Nicholas J. Omberg, J. M. h1. 
Caldwell, Mary Sullivan, Wm. Moore, 
Jas. W. Hinton, W. I. Brookes, M. H. 
Graves, Mrs. Booten, Mrs. Lawrence 
and Mrs. Johnson. 

The society was founded in Jan-  
uary, 1861, a t  the suggestion of Rev. 
Jas. W. Hinton, then pastor of the 
First Methodist church. I ts  main pur- 
pose a t  first was to make garments 
and attend to other physical needs of 
the soldiers. Edward C. Hough, a na- 
tive of the north, who had volunteer- 
ed for field service, was exempted in 
order that he might direct the making 
of these garments a t  home; Nicholas 
J. Olnherg, another tailor, who was 
killed by a scout band in 1864, as- 
sisted him. 

The city hall, southwest corner of 
Broad Street and Fifth Avenue, was 
occupied for  garment making. How 
valiantly the ladies went a t  their task 
is thus told by Editor Dwinell in The 
Courier of May 17, 1861: 

"The Ladies at Work.-The ladies 
of Rome are  now engaged a t  the city 
hall in making uniforms and articles 
of clothing for the volunteer compa- 
nies. Some 20 or 30 a re  there all the 
time; they work a s  their circum- 
stances will admit; some in the after- 
noon, some one day, others next, while 
still others a re  there early and late 
every day. Such zealous patriotism 
is worthy of the highest commenda- 
tion, and men who would not fight for  
th,? defense and protection of such la- 

I 

W 'HILE there was such a fe- 
verish activity a t  the front, 
what were the "Home 

4 Guard" and the women do- 
ing far from the sound of musket 
and drum? 

Mrs. Mary Turnley Reynolds, 
l~istorian of the Kome Chapter, 
United Daughters of the Confed- 
eracy, contributed the following 
to the archives of that institution 
in 1900: 

The work accomplished by the ladies 
of Rome for  the gallant men who sac- 
rificed the comforts of home and fire- 
side, donned the suit of gray to fight 
for native land and Southern rights, 
is a part of the history of our South- 
land that is too noble to be for- 
gotten; and the names of the heroines 
who figured behind the lines must be 
recorded along with the names of the 
heroes who sacrificed their all for 
Southern rights. 

Of those who were 'prominent in  the 
work for their country during those 
troublous times, your historian finds 
many who have passed into the beau- 
tiful and far-away land. Some have 
removed their homes to other states. 
Some are living a t  a ripe and happy 
old age among the families and friends 
of their youth. Included in these 
might be mentioned Mrs. J. G. Yeiser, 
widow of Col. Yeiser, who also served 
in the Mexican war;  Mrs. J. M. Greg- 
ory, widow of Dr. Gregory, once mayor 
of Rome and a surgeon in Company 
A, Eighth Georgia Regiment; Mrs. 
Martha Battey, widow of Dr. Robt. 
Battey, a surgeon in the 19th Geor- 
gia Regiment; and Mrs. P. L. Turn- 
ley, wife of Dr. Turnley, the drug- 
gist. From the above-named ladies 
and Mrs. Eben Hillyer, wife of Dr. 
Eben Hillyer, your historian has gath- 
ered valuable data which gives us a 
vivid picture of the times. 

The f irs t  thing to cheer the soldier 
to duty was an illumination of the 
town a t  night. This was very gen- 
eral in Rome. An exception was made 
by Mrs. Battey, who, with her native 
decision of character, refused to  "light 
up," saying, "We should fight under 
the Stars and Stripes." But loving 
her country and her people, she soon 
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dies ought to be forever banished frorn 
the pleasu~es of their society." 

Another little notice reads thus: 
"The Work Goes Beautifullg 0n.- 

There is quite a large number of la- 
dies still daily engaged a t  the city hall 
in the manufacture of clothing for  the 
volunteers. They have a number of 
patent sewing machines, yet it is 
patent ('how Mr. Dwinell loved to 
pun !') to every susceptible gentleman 
that  those with black or blues eyes, 
whose almost continuous chatter is 
like the soft, silvery tones of sweetest 
bells, are incomparably more interest- 
ing. We are requested to state that 
any lady wishing to assist in this 
patriotic work is expected to report a t  
the city hall a t  once." 

Mrs. Underwood and Mrs. For t  were 
the f i rs t  to remove their sewing ma- 
chines to the city hall, and others fol- 
lowed. The association did fine wark 
among the poor, and furnished work 
for many women who would have 
suffered when winter came. 

On Aug. 19, 1861, a call was sound- 
ed for  a n  organization of broader ob- 
jects and service, since it was seen 
that  the war would be long and bloody. 
Four days later a meeting was held 
a t  the city hall and the Ladies' Aid 
Society formed. Rev. Chas. H. Still- 
well, pastor of the First  Baptist 
church, was made president; Mrs. 
Geo. P. Burnett, Mrs. M. H. Graves, 
Mrs. N. J. Bayard, and Mrs. Booten, 
vice-presidents; and Rev. James W. 
Hinton, pastor of the First  Methodist 
church, secretary and treasurer. 
Among the members were the follow- 
ing : 

Mrs. Dr. Anderson, Mrs. Attaway, 
Mrs. J. W. M. Berrien, Mrs. Robt. 
Battey, Miss Florida Bayard, Mrs N. 
J. Bayard, Mrs. Billups, Miss Mol- 
lie Billups, Miss Mary Rillups, Mrs. 
A. W. Caldwell, Mrs. J. J. Cohen, Mrs. 
Hollis Cooley, Mrs. Wade S. Cothran, 
Mrs. Wm. A. Fort,  Mrs. Jno. R. Free- 
man, Mrs. Simpson Fouche, Mrs. A. 
E. Graves, Miss E. W. Graves, Mrs. 
M. H. Graves, Mrs. Dennis Hills, Mrs. 
Jno. W. Hooper, Miss Malinda Har- 
grove, Mrs. Robt. T. Hargrove, Mrs. 
Hale, Mrs. A. R. Harper, Mrs. Jno. 
Harkins, Mrs. John Hume, Mrs. D. M. 
Hood, Mrs. Jesse Lamberth, Mrs. C. 
H. Lee, Mrs. Lilienthal, Mrs. Morris 
Marks, Mrs. C. W. Mills, Mrs. L. 
Magnus, Mrs. Morrison, Miss M. E. 
Murphy, Miss V. A. Murphy, Mrs. J. 
H. McClung, Mrs. Wm. Moore, Mrs. 
Wm. T. Newman, Mrs. Jas. Noble, 
Mrs. Reuben S. Norton, Miss Mary 

W. Noble, Miss Parks, Mrs. M. A. 
Pearson, Mrs. C. M. Pennington, Mrs. 
A. G. Pitner, Mrs. Pepper, Mrs. Wm. 
Quinn, Mrs. Dr. Chas. Todd Quin- 
tard, Mrs. Wm. Ramey, Mrs. Jane 
Russell, Mrs. Rawls, Jr., Mrs. Rawls, 
Sr., Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. Sanders, Mrs. 
A. M. Sloan, Miss Martha B. Spullock, 
Mrs. Samuel Stewart, Mrs. Samuel J. 
Stevens, Mrs. Chas. H. Stillwell, Miss 
Savannah E. Stillwell, Mrs. Mary Sul- 
livan, Mrs. Chas. H. Smith, Mrs. Jno. 
R. Towers, Miss Lizzie Underwood, 
Mrs. Jno. W. H. Underwood, Mrs. 
Jas. Banks Underwood, Mrs. Jos. E. 
Veal, Mrs. James Ware, Mrs. C. Wat- 
ters. Mrs. Whittesev. Mrs. Thos. J. 
~ o i d ,  Mrs. ~ u ~ u s t u i ' ~ .  Wright, Mrs. 
J. G. Yeiser. 

This society adopted a constitution 
and by-laws, and the members paid $1 
a year membership dues. Three wom- 
en in each county district solicited 
contributions. Mrs. Jas. Ware made 
some blankets that were very fine. 
Among things sent in were wool, 
socks, vegetables, red peppers, pepper 
sauce, tomato catsup, blackberry wine 
and cordial; in fact, everything of a 
useful nature poured into headquar- 
ters, and was despatched a s  f a s t  a s  
limited transportation facilities would 
allow. Five carloads were sent t o  the 
front and training camps before the 
first year closed. 

Auxiliaries were formed in each 
district, and a Children's Aid Society 
came into being in  September, 1861. 
Mrs. Easter, wife of the Episcopal 
rector, had charge. The children were 
a great help in running errands, and 
some of them could knit and sew. They 
sent many sheets, pillow cases and 
bandages to the Savannah hospital. 

Quite a number of beautiful tab- 
leaux were presented a t  the city hall 
under the management of Mrs. Daniel 
S. Printup and Mrs. D. Mack Hood, 
and the sum raised was $137.70. One 
of the scenes showed Kentucky in 
chains held by Lincoln, and another 
Maryland prostrate, and Lincoln bend- 
ing over her with a sword. Twenty- 
four girls in homespun from Rev. 
Chas. W. Howard's school a t  Spring 
Bank, Bartow County, attended this 
tableau. 

The Soldiers' Aid Association decid- 
ed in August, 1861, t ha t  a relief room 
was needed for the wounded soldiers 
who were coming back from the front 
a s  the excess from the crowded army 
hospitals. Mrs. Robt. Battey was 
elected president of this new organi- 
zation, and on Aug. 23 the "Wayside 
Home" was opened at the southeast 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



cerner of Broad Street and First  Ave- 
nue, opposite the Hamilton-Shorter 
block, and quite convenient to  the 
Rome railroad station, just across the 
street. Drs. T. J. Word and J. M. 
Gregory had charge as managers, and 
the committee on arrangements was 
made up of Col. Wade S. Cothran, J. 
M. Elliott, Robt. T. Hargrove, C. W. 
Mills and Daniel R. Mitchell. The 
women's committees follow : Mrs. Fort, 
Mrs. Rawls and Mrs. Bayard for 
Monday; Mrs. Battey, Mrs. Sloan 
and Mrs. Yeiser, Tuesday; Mrs. Noble, 
Mrs. Marks, and Mrs. Hargrove, Wed- 
nesday; Mrs. Mills, Mrs. Hills and 
Mrs. Stillwell, Thursday; Mrs. Smith, 
Mrs. Hooper and Mrs. McClung, Fri- 
day; Mrs. Towers, Mrs. Freeman and 
Mrs. Russell, Saturday; Mrs. Roberts, 
Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. Rawls, Sr., Mrs. 
Ramey, Mrs. Lilienthal and Mrs. 
Cohen, Sunday. 

A great deal of medicine, bandages 
and everything needed in a first-aid 
station, including considerable cloth- 
ing, was put a t  the Wayside Home for 
the use of doctors and committees, and 
quite a number of sick and wounded 
soldiers were served satisfactorily. 
Presently came a sick soldier who was 
little more than a boy, named Wil- 

MARTHA BALDWIN SMITH, 18, just after 
her marriage in 1849 to Dr. Robt. Battey. 
She died Sunday, Feb. 5 ,  1922, aged 91. 

liam Lynch, of Louisiana. During the 
days before a complete diagnosis could 
be made by Dr. Word, the lad was at- 
tended by Mesdames Smith, Harper, 
Stewart, Underwood, Spullock, Cooley, 
Harkins, Stillwell, Hale, Rawls, Sr., 
Lilienthal, Cothran, A. E. Graves, At- 
taway, Norton, Sanders, Moore and 
Quinn. After a week, Dr. Word said 
it was smallpox. That  was Tuesday. 
Necessarily there was a great deal 
of alarm. The women were isolated 
a t  once; everybody was afraid to go 
near them. 

On Tuesday afternoon Mrs. Battey 
went to the room, having heard the 
news. She was warned by Dr. Greg- 
ory that a smallpox patient was on 
the inside, but she insisted on going 
in, and there she found the lad crying. 
She told him not to be troubled, that 
he would be cared for. Having en- 
countered the advanced stages, Mrs. 
Battey was requested to keep company 
with herself. Three or four days later 
she took sick, and she says the only 
person in town who was brave enough 
to come to her relief was Col. W. A. 
Fort. Col. Fort treated her for a se- 
vere cold and she was up again pres- 
ently. 

When Mrs. Battey fell ill, William 
Howe volunteered to take charge of 
William Lynch. Here is a n  extract 
from a letter written by Mr. Howe 
from the sick room: 
"Thinking that the public would 

like to hear what is going on in this 
dreaded chamber of disease, I feel a 
desire to gratify it. My friends may 
think that  time rolls heavily with me, 
but such is not the case. However, 
the room is under martial !?w and I 
a m  monarch of all  I survey. His 
Honor the Mayor (Dr. Thos. J. Word) 
has created me military dictator. 

"I have two patients to nurse, two 
of the most patient, gentle sufferers 
that  were ever afflicted. I really love 
them. The boy who has smallpox is 
Wm. Lynch, who is only 17 years old 
and has been in six battles. He had 
been discharged on account of feeb,le- 
ness caused from a long spell of ty- 
phoid fever, and was on the way to 
his home in  Louisiana when he took 
smallpox here. The boy soldier will 
yet be a man if careful nursing on 
my par t  and the skill of the doctor 
can save him. 

"God bless our women! Here their 
true worth is felt. Every comfort, ev- 
ery appliance to the wants of the sick 
is within my reach; and when I have 
occasion for a clean pillow slip, sheet 
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or towel, the closet is crammed full 
of them, and I involuntarily exclaim, 
'God bless them!' 

"I can not close this letter without 
furnishing a grateful acknowledgment 
to Col. Pennington, IEis Honor the 
Mayor, Dr. Gregory, Mrs. Wm. A. 
Fort, Mrs.. Dr. Battey, Mrs. Dr. Un- 
derwood and Mrs. Omberg." 

The plight of the women and 
their sense of duty is expressed in 
the following card to  The Courier : 

While we all lament the existence of 
this horrible war, shall we leave our 
brave defenders to suffer alone? Shall. 
we not bravely endure our portion of 
the toil and danger? Oh, yes; let us  
not shrink from the duty that  lies 
before us; and while we make use of 
every precaution for  the safety of our 
families, go steadily forward trusting 
in God, thankful that we have only 
disease to contend with and have been 
spared the barbarous treatment which 
our bloody and deceitful enemies have 
inflicted on other parts of our country. 
It sometimes happens that those who 
flee a re  the first to perish; while God 
protects the faithful. 

As the Mayor of the City has taken 
charge of the Soldiers' Relief room, 
no more appointments will be made by 
the committee of ladies, who will now 
withdraw until again called upon by 
the gentlemen to perform their duties. 

T11e boy recovered ; two ilegroes 
contracted the  disease from him, 
and one of them died. H e  sooil 
left for his home, his heart grate- 
ful  to  the ltiildly Romans. As if 
echoing the prophetic words of 
Mr. Howel he used to lie oil his 
cot and repeat, "Once a man, twice 
a child !" 

Mrs. Reynolds contii~ues : 
The doors of the Wayside Home 

were never opened again, and the con- 
tents were burned to prevent a spread 
of the disease. What the destruction 
of all this meant to those whose fin- 
gers had worked so ceaselessly to make 
i t  can scarcely be imagined. For sev- 
eral months the women contributed a s  
individuals. An earlier donation by 
Mrs. Thos. J. Perry will give an idea 
of the extent: 1 quilt, 10 pairs of 
woolen socks, 10 of cotton drawers, 1 
of suspenders, 2 of gloves, 3 towels, 2 
pillow cases, 3 nubias, 1 bundle of 
bandages, 6 cakes of salve, 8 of soap, 
1 bottle of black pepper, 1 bunch of 

red pepper, 1 bundle of sage, and 6 
candles. In  addition to the societies 
mentioned the St. Peter's Hospital As- 
sociation (of the Episcopal church) 
had been organized by Dr. Easter, and 
i t  sent forward a vast amount of hos- 
pital supplies. Prominent in the or- 
ganization were Mrs. Jos. E .  Veal, 
Mrs. Geo. R. Ward, Mrs. Jno. W. 
Ntoble, Miss Mary W. Noble and Miss 
Palmer. 

On February 16, 1862, For t  Donel- 
son, Mississippi River, fell a f te r  a ter- 
rible battle, and hospitals in the South, 
already well filled; were taxed be- 
yond their capacities. This fact  sug- 
gested tha t  Rome open hospitals. The 
first was on Broad Street between 
Fourth Avenue and the old city hall, 
a t  Fif th;  Dr. Fox had charge, and the 
matrons were Mrs. Reeves and Mrs. 
Merck. Several hundred injured were 
taken into Rome residences, but these 
were removed when the churches were 
converted into places of operation, 
treatment and convalescence. 

A hospital association was formed 
a t  the court house with Mrs. Nicholas 
J. Bayard president and Mrs. Wm. 
A. For t  secretary and treasurer. As 
usual, the entire county was canvass- 
ed for  members . and supplies. Mrs. 
J. G. Yeiser received much praise for 
her tireless efforts with the sick and 
the wounded. P a r t  of the time of 
the women was spent cutting ban- 

MRS. ALFRED SHORTER, from an old minia- 
ture in the possession of Mrs. Waller T. 
Turnbull. 
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dages out of old sheets and the like, 
and in combing old table cloths for lint. 
Dr. Robt. Battey was in charge of 
the hospitals a t  this time.' Gradually 
the Northern army came closer to 
Rome, and the hospitals were moved 
to Macon and elsewhere far ther  
south.** 

Again, i n  1867, we see our noble 
women rally with grateful and loving 
hearts in  a tribute to their dead. The 
"Ladies7 Memorial Association" was or- 
ganized with Mrs. N. J. Bayard a s  
its first president; Mrs. D. Mack 
Hood was the second president, Mrs. 
Thos. W. Alexander the third, until 
her death; and then Mrs. Henry A. 
Smith-all kept bright like burning 
incense the deeds of our beloved broth- 
ers, scattered posies and twined the 
evergreen where our heroes lie. The 
Daughters of the Confederacy must 
not let such efforts go unsung. As  
long a s  time lasts we will weave gar- 
lands of myrtle and ivy for  their head- 
stones, and moisten their graves with 
our tears. 

The struggle for food further 
exemplified the splendid fortitude 
and spirit of self-sacrifice among 
the women. I t  must be remem- 

Sorghum syrup made a poor 
substitute for sugar. 

People dipped tallow and made 
candles, or poured hug fat into tin 
moulds. Wicks were put in first, 
and when cold, the candles were 
drawn out. 

Dyes for clothing were cop- 
peras, bark stain and pokeberry 
extract. 

All the leather went into shoes, 
saddles and ~ i s t o l  holsters for the 
soldiers. w;men7s shoe t o ~ s  were 

bered that  the blockade of South- 
ern ports was almost "water 
tight," and that the absence from 
farm and shop of nearly all the 
younger men curtailed production 
enormously. 

Spinning wheel and loom were 
recalled to  make thread so that 
socks might be sent the soldiers, 
and worn a t  home. 

Many of the articles of food 
that had been abundant were ob- 
tainable no more, and various sub- 
stitutes were employed. For  cof- 
fee they used rye, wheat, okra 
seed, dried apples, sweet potatoees 
and persimmon seed; the rye and 
okra seed were simply parched and 
ground, and sweet potatoes were 
cut into small pieces, dried and 
parched. 

Salt was so scarce that it was 
priced the  same as  sugar in Con- 
federate .money in 1862-$10 a 
bushel. The salt from meats in 
smoke houses was used. This was 
obtained by wetting smoke house 
earth, and boiling down the drip- 
pings until nothing but salt re- 
mained. Presently this gave out. 

MR. AND MRS. I. D. FORD, a beloved couple 
of Rome, the parents of the first Mrs. Joseph 
L. Bass. 

made of coarse duck a i d  dyed 
black with ,oil and soot. Shoe 
strings were made of hard twisted - 
*In 1863 Dr. Battey had charge of the Bell 

hospital, and it is presumed this wm on Broad 
between Fourth and Fifth Avenues. H e  also 
had charge of the Polk hospital, on the west 
slde of Broad Street between Second and Third 
Avenues. Polk hospital was moY3ed to Macon. 

**According to the war diary o f  the !ate 
Reuben S. Norton, the last l~ospital was moved 
from Rome Dec. 8, 1863. 
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A GROUP WHICH SUGCESTS THE LONG AGO. 
At the top is Mr& T. J. Simmons, for a plumber of years, with her husband, the head 

of Shorter College; beside her are Dr. and Mrs. Robt. T. Hoyt; on the left a t  the bottom 
i s  Mrs. W. I. Brookes, then come John Locke Martin, journalist and poet, and Mrs. Mary 
Eve, of Eve Station. 

thread. Squirrel skins made good 
shoe tops and caps. 

Good toilet and laundry soap 
were "manufactured" froin lye 
extracted from ashes. 

For soda, corn cobs were burn- 
ed into ashes and lye made there- 
from, and this was mixed with 
sour milk. Butter bean hulls were 
used in the same way. 

During the autumn, when the 
sorghum was being ground, 
peaches, apples, wild grapes and 
wild cherries furnished the  "base" 
for jams and jellies. The sorg- 
hum was used as  sweetening, and 
the product after cooking was 
called preserves. 

If the invaders shot clown sheep 
in the pasture, the good woman 
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went t o  the spot with her shears 
and got enouglz wool for socks 
and stockings. 

Serviceable women's hats were 
fashioned out of corn shucks, and 
in fact, every product of nature 
was utilized in some way, and the 
people learned indelibly just what 
is necessarv to  sustain life, and 
just what contributes t o  "high 
life." 

The situation was helped with 
some families when the Northern 
troops captured the country. "We 
have the shelter," invited certain 
householders. "We have the 
food," responded many of the boys 
in blue; so those who could not 
be accommodated in tents moved 
into homes, and shared their food 
with the occupants. Cooking was 
done in common. 

When the corn was gathered in 
the fall of 1864, it  constituted the 
principal article of food. Families 
lived through the winter on lye 
hominy, grits and sorghum and 
what little bread they could find. 

Eventually the soldiers left and 
all semblance of authority col- 
lapsed. Little food was t o  be had, 
and blood-thirsty, plundering van- 
dals stalked through the prostrat- 
ed communities, robbing and mur- 
dering the defenseless inhabitants. 

The final surrender in the spring 
of 1865 brought the men home, 
and they agreed that the front was 
little worse; so all set to  work to  
make something out of little or 

nothing. How heroically and well 
they repaired their broken for- 
tunes is a story that  furnishes one 
of the most helpful chapters in 
the history of Dixieland. 

Many cases of extreme dan- 
ger and acute suffering were re- 
ported from the country districts, 
where women often stepped into 
the places of the men in the fields. 

"The most novel thing I have 
seen in some time was a woman 
rjlowing yesterday, with a pistol 
buckled around her," wrote "R.," 
a Courier correspondent, May 5, 
1863, from Bridgeport, Ala.; and 
he coiltinued : 

She is a n  intelligent woman, and her 
husband is in the army a t  Shelby- 
ville. I asked her why she carried 
a pistol and she said she knew the 
thieving disposition of the Federals, 
and had been dispossessed of every- 
thing but one horse and corn barely 
sufficient to make a crop, and she was 
determined to defend what was left 
to the last. One of our men, a noble- 
hearted farmer from Floyd County, 
was on picket, but being off post a t  
the time, took hold of the plow and 
assisted her in laying off her corn 
rows. 

Sir, with such women, starvation is 
out of the question, and subjugation 
impossible. This woman, with her 
child sitting in the field, toils away, 
knowing tha t  justice is God's empire. 
Let the 'faint-hearted and effeminate 
take courage a t  such examples. 

News of Forrest's great  victory near 
Rome has just reached us and dis- 
appointment is seen in the countenance 
of every man of this battalion, be- 
cause we were not permitted to go 
on and participate in the brilliant af- 
fair  so near our homes. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Streight's Raiders C iaptured by Forrest 

N INCIDENT of the war 
which vied in spectacularity 
with the Andrews' raid was 
the Hathaway-Streight in- 

cursion into Alabama and Georgia 
from Tennessee, in April and May, 
1863, and the capture of the com- 
mand by Forrest's force, less than 
one-third as large. Indeed, this 
incident was not surpassed by any 
similar occurrence during the con- 
flict, yet we find the historians 
(especially outside of the  South) 
complacently sleeping on their 
pens with regard t o  it. 

There were two circ~lmstances 
which called for proper exploita- 
tion from the native historians and 
for a degree of silence elsewhere; 
410 men captured 1,466, and the 
event developed a hero whose ride 
in certain respects outstripped the 
well - sung P,aul Revere-soldier, 
silversmith, electro-engraver and 
manufacturer of cannon. 

John H. Wisdom, stage coach 
driver and rural mail carrier, 
warned Rome of the enemy's ap- 
proach, and Gen. Forrest captured 
them almost a t  the city's gates. 
That was Sunday, May 3, 1863- 
the first Union troops Romans had 
seen. Gen. Sherman later com- 
plimented Forrest wit11 the state- 
ment that "his cavalry will travel 
100 miles while ours travels ten." 
It had been left to the  intrepid 
Confederate general t o  demon- 
strate how a small band could 
pursue such a superior force 
through the mountains and over 
the streams of two states and 
make them lay down their arms. 
The feat was accomplisl~erl 
through strategy as well as force. 
After Forrest had sent in a flag of 
truce, demanding surrender, Col. 
Abel D. Streight, of the 51st In- 
diana Volunteers, asked the tertns. 

"Unconditional surrender, your 
officers t o  retain their side arms 
and personal effects," was the re- 
ply. "I have reinforcements and 
it is useless for you t o  sacrifice 
your men." 

Forrest met Streight a t  the 
meeting place. Streight wanted t o  
argue, and Forrest wanted an an- 
swer. Capt. Henry Poynter dash- 
ed up, and Forrest gave him or- 
ders for  the disposition of certain 
imaginary units of men; the order 
had previously been given t o  
march the  artillery around a hill, 
then out of sight, and to  keep them 
circling the brow. Streight was 
so impressed that he capitulated. 
The place was in Alabama near 
the Georgia line, about 20 miles 
below Rome. 

From the Tri-Weekly Courier, 
with dates as indicated, we get  
other details : 

Great Victory-Great Joy!-The 
Yankees in Rome a t  last! Sunday 
morning last  opened a t  half past two 
o'clock a. m. with a n  alarm. Mr. 
John H. Wisdom, of Gadsden, Ala., 
and a former resident of this city, 
reached here after riding wlth hot 
haste for  eleven hours, and gave in- 
formation, that  the enemy wer'e a t  
Gadsden when he left, and were bound 
for Rome. 

Preparations were begun with de- 
spatch, and by 9 o'clock in the morn- 
ing our soldiery and citizens were pre- 
pared to give them a warm reception. 
Two pieces of artillery were placed in 
position, commanding the road and the 
bridge, cotton barricades erected a t  
all the defiles of the city, videttes 
sent out t o  watch the enemy's ap- 
proach. Everything was got In read- 
iness for  determined resistance. Dur- 
ing the morning several couriers with 
despatches from Gen. Forrest arrived, 
urging our commander here to hold 
them a t  bay for a few hours if possi- 
ble, a t  all  hazards. About 2 o'clock 
another despatch from Gen. Forrest, 
saying he  was fighting them a t  Gay- 
lesville, Ala., with an  inferior fo~ce.  
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About 9 o'clock a. m. a small body 
of the enemy's advance (about 200) 
reached the environs of the city, and 
were actually bold enough to dismount 
and feed their horses almost in sight 
of the city. They picked up all the 
horses and mules in the neighborhood, 
took some citizens prisoners and re- 
connoitered the defenses of the city. 
Learning that we were prepared with 
artillery, they bivouacked, and seemed 
to await the arrival of the main body. 
For some cause they retreated about 3 
o'clock down the Alabama road. They 
were pursued by a small but resolute 
band of citizens, who were determined 
that the affair should not end thus. 

In the meantime, Gen. Forrest had 
overtaken the main body near Gayles- 
ville, and not far  this side of Cedar 
Bluff. After some slight skirmishing, 
Gen. Forrest demanded a surrender. 
An interview was held under flag of 
truce and the terms of surrender 
agreed upon. The entire Yankee force, 
consisting of 1,800 men, were made 
prisoners of war, and as  this included 
the bold adventurers who had looked 
with insulting eyes upon the church 
spires of the city, they, too, were turn- 
ed into disarmed infantry. They were 
met by Gen. Forrest's advance, about 
the same time that our citizen cavalry 
overtook them in the pursuit. 

Gen. Forrest arrived in the city 
with all the Yankee officers and the 
small body of troops alluded to on 
Sunday evening about 6 o'clock p. m. 
The rest. of both forces reached here 
yesterday morning. But mark what 
remains to be told. 

Gen. Forrest accomplished this bold 
feat with less than 700 men, though 
the rest of his command were in sup- 
porting distance. Thus terminated the 
last Sabbath. Such a jubilee Rome 
has never experienced ! Such raptures 
over Gen. Forrest and his brave men! 

When it is considered what a dar- 
ing raid the enemy aspired to-what 
a n  extensive circuit they contemplated 
-what irreparable damage they had 
deliberately planned (being the' burn- 
ing of the bridges on the State road, 
and the destruction of government 
property a t  Round Mountain, Dalton 
and Rome). it is wonderful how Gen. 
Forrest has managed to prevent the 
consummation of their designs. With 
more than 100 miles the start of him, 
he nevertheless has pressed them so 
hard with hot pursuit as  to prevent 
material damage being done; except 
the destruction of the Round Moun- 
tain Iron Worlrs in Cherokee County, 

Ala., they have done but little dam- 
age. Gen. Forrest has lost not exceed- 
ing 20 men in this glorious work. He 
killed and wounded about 300 of the 
enemy, among them Col. Hathaway, of 
Indiana. Col. Streight, of Indiana, 
was commanding the Federal farces. 

Heavy reinforcements arrived here 
yesterday a t  noon from Atlanta, but 
owing to the peculiar nature of exist- 
ing circumstances, they will have noth- 
ing to do but guard duty.-Tuesday 
morning, May 5, 1863. --- 

The Greatest Cavalry Achievement 
of the War-We had hoped to have 
been able to furnish our readers with 
the full particulars of the brilliant and 
successful achievement of Gen. For- 
rest in this issue of our paper, but 
our own business engagements and the 
constant occupation of the General 
with his official duties have rendered 
it impossible for us to obtain all the 
facts necessary for the preparation of 
such an article. Our readers may ex- 
pect a full history in our next issue, 
and until we can give a full and suc- 
cinct account of this brilliant cam- 
paign and glorious victory, we will 
refrain from further comment.-May 
7, 1863. 

Picnic to Gen. Forrest and His 
Brave Men on Saturday Next-Con- 
tributions expected from all the citi- 
zens of the county who feel able and 
willing to give honor to whom honar 
is due. Bring sufficient supplies, ready 
cooked and prepared; bring for 20 
men if you can, or for 10 men, or for 
5. besides a sufficient supply for your 
own family who attend. Report your 
name, with the number you will pro- 
vide for, to one of the undersigned: 
A. G. Pitner, T. G. Watters, C. H. 
Smith, A. M. Sloan, T. McGuire; Rome, 
Ga., May 4, 1863. 

We learn that the number of 
paroled (by Gen. Forrest in 

the capture of Streight) was 1,466- 
officers and men. They were all sent 
off on Tuesday last. 

Rumor, with her thousand tongues, 
has got every one of them going, and 
there is  no end to the wild reports 
that are in circulation. Report is hav- 
ing it that all North Georgia and 
Alabama are swarming with Yankees. 

A large number of horses were in 
the streets on Tuesday, many of which 
were identified as having been stolen 
by the Yankees in their recent raid 
through the country. 

The Yankees captured by Gen. For- 
rest are  said to have been the pick 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



of Rosencrantz's army, and were really 
mounted infantry, having been drilled 
in both services. It is reported that  

. Rosencrantz had offered them a boun- 
t y  of $300 apiece and a discharge from 
the service to accomplish their object, 
which was to destroy Rome and the 
State road bridges. And better sub- 
jects for such infernal designs could 
scarcely have been selected, for a more 
villainous-looking set  of scoundrels i t  
has never been our misfortune to have 
seen before, and that,  too, with scarce- 
ly a n  exception. What an  escape a 
merciful Providence has vouchsafed to 
Rome ! 

We noticed a telegram stating that 
the citizens of Rome met and fought 
the Yankees here on Sunday last. The 
only fighting was done by a few in- 
dependent scouts and videttes, who 
tried a round or  two at them. But 
we learn that  they were much sur- 
prised, a s  they expected to march in 
without any opposition. 

Tory Band-A citizen of Jackson 
County tells us that  a number of 
Tories have banded themselves to- 
gether in Sand Mountain (Ala.) . to  
resist conscription and the arrest of 
deserters-that they worsted a com- 
pany, more or less, of Confederate cav- 
alry who went there to  arrest desert- 
ers and conscripts, some eight or ten 
days ago; that  the facts have been 
reported to Tullahoma headquarters, 
and a force has been detailed suffi- 
cient to overcome the Tories. (Hunts- 
ville Confederate.) -Thursday, May 
7, 1863. 

The Most Brilliant Feat of the War 
-Soon after the fight between the 
Federals and Col. Roddy near Tus- 
cumbia, Ala., a column of 2,000 Fed- 
eral cavalry, all under command of 
Col. Hathaway, of the 73rd Indiana 
Cavalry, consisting of the 73rd and 
51st Indiana, 80th Illinois, and 3rd 
Ohio, diverged south, with two moun- 
tain Howitzers, with a view to cross 
the Sand Mountain and strike the 
Csosa River a t  Gadsden, Ala.; thence 
pass the Round Mountain and Chat- 
tooga River Iron Works, to Rome; 
thence to Dalton, Ga.; thence through 
East  Tennessee and join Rosencrantz 
with a view to destroying the towns, 
bridges, iron foundries, railroads, com- 
missary supplies on this entire route, 
making a raid of some 1,500 miles. 

This was a daring, well-planned, 
well-executed expedition, a s  f a r  as i t  
went. The troops and commanders 
were regarded a s  select, and the in- 

ducements to success were strong and 
overwhelming with the well-known 
Yankee character. The plunder and 
stealage belonged to the capturers. In  
the event of success, each member of 
the raid was to receive a gold medal, 
$300 in gold, and a discharge from 
the service during the war. To ac- 
celerate their movements they seized 
every valuable horse and mule tha t  
they could find, taking them from 
wagons, buggies, stables or plows, and 
a s  their surplus increased, dropping 
out their own weak and broken-down 
stock, and by this means always keep- 
ing mounted on fresh stock. 

On Wednesday, the 29th, Gen. For- 
rest, with 500 mounted men and two 
brass cannon, started in pursuit, the 
Federals having taken a lead of about 
80 miles. On Thursday night he over- 
took them, fought and repulsed them 
on Sand Mountain; in this fight Gen. 
Forrest had his horse killed under him. 
From that  time onward, until Sunday, 
the 3rd of May, the time of the final 
surrender of the Federals, he fought 
and drove them back, or  rather, for- 
ward, about three times every 24 
hours. 

As they passed through Gadsden 
they destroyed part  of the town and 
the depot, always destroying every 

GEN. NATHAN BEDFORD FORREST, whose 
locks were cut by admiring women when he 
saved Rome from Streight's raiders in '69. 
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bridge behind them and otherwise ob- 
structing the road a s  best they could. 
Forrest fought them near Major 
Elount's plantation Friday evening or 
Saturday morning. Here their com- 
mander-in-chief, Hathaway, was kill- 
ed. The command then devolved on 
Col. Streight, of the 51st Indiana. As 
they passed onward they destroyed the 
Round Mountain Iron Works. Cross- 
ing Chattooga River, they destroyed 
the bridge. Some time during Sat- 
urday night, Gen. Forrest succeeded 
in crossing the river, and fell on them 
Sunday afte~noon a t  Mrs. Lawrence's, 
about five miles east of Gaylesville, 
and here after a short fight, terms of 
capitulation for the entire Federal 
forces was agreed upon, and the Fed- 
erals stacked their arms. 

During Saturday evening a detach- 
ment of 200 had been sent ahead to 
reconnoiter and attack Rome, a s  cir- 
cumstances might indicate. 

The first intimation the people of 
Rome had of the raid was the arrival 
of Mr. John H. Wisdom, from Gads- 
den, giving information of the rapid 
approach of the Federals. Tremendous 
excitement, and be it said to the dis- 
credit of some, much liquor was wast- 
ed, doubtless to screw up their .cour- 
age to the fighting point. By 8 p. m. 
two cannon, with barricades of cotton 
bags, were mounted and placed in po- 
sition on the river bank. The citi- 
zens from the country flocked in with 
their rifles and squirrel guns, and 
there soon were enough to make a 
pretty formidable fight, if they had 
been under any sort of organization. 
But the organization amounted to a s  
near none a s  possible. About half past 
8 some pickets and videttes went out 
and a short distance from the city en- 
countered the enemy's advance pick- 
ets. Here some skirmishing for  sev- 
eral hours took place between the 
enemy and these pickets and some 
citizens who had advanced on the 
enemy. About 2 p. m. the enemy very 
suddenly and apparently in a great 
hurry mounted and retreated down the 
road, followed by our skirmishers. 
They met Gen. Forrest and his party 
about 8 or 9 miles below Rome, Col. 
Streight and all the Federal officers 
being their prisoners. It is said the 
reason of the sudden departure of the 
Federals from Shorter's was a cour- 
ier from Col. Streight, their com- 
mander, informing them that  they 
were prisoners of war, and had been 
for  eight hours. 

About 6 p. m. Gen. Forrest, with 
120 Federal officers and this detach- 

ment reached the city, under such 
booming of cannon and rejoicing as 
has never been seen in Rome, and may 
never again. Indeed, i t  was right and 
just to him and his brave men. But 
for the noble and gallant Forrest and 
his equally noble and gallant men, who 
had pursued and fought this band of 
outlaws, robbers and murderers for 
five consecutive days and nights, al- 
most without eating or sleeping, our 
beautiful little Mountain City would a t  
this hour be in ashes, and many of 
our best citizens robbed and murder- 
ed. A thousand blessings upon them, 
and a thousand prayers for them! 

In their vanity and folly some of 
our vain and swaggering people a re  
trying to claim credit to themselves for 
this glorious success of the truly in- 
domitable and noble Forrest. If we 
did anything, i t  was clumsily done. 
Forrest has justly won for  himself 
by this almost superhuman effort a 
title t o  a major generalship, and if he 
is not promoted, he will not have jus- 
tice done him, especially when i t  is 
remembered tha t  with a picked force 
of Federals, four to his one, he dash- 
ed' on them by day and by night, and 
in chasing them a little over 200 miles, 
he killed or captured the last one of 
them, with all their cannon, arms, 
horses, stores, etc., killing outright 
their leader and 300 men, with a loss 
of only 10 killed and 40 wounded. And 
he thereby saved millions of dollars 
worth of property from destruction by 
the hands of the cowardly scoundrels 
and vandals. 

We of North Alabama and North- 
western Georgia will cheer him and 
reiterate our cheers for him, and never 
cease until he shall receive a major 
general's commission. We have but 
one complaint to make. We thought 
he was a little too lenient to the im- 
cudent, boasting, threatening, coward- 
ly Federal officers. 

A CITIZEN OF ROME. 

To Arms! To Arms!-The citizens 
of Floyd and surrounding counties are 
requested to meet in Rome on Thurs- 
day next a t  11 o'clock a. m., May 14, 
to form a military o~ganization for 
repelling the thieving, house-burning 
and vandal foe that  may venture on 
our soil. Let everybody come and go 
to work in earnest. 

Defend Your Homes and Your P r o p  
erty.-It will be seen from a notice in 
this issue of our paper tha t  the citi- 
zens of Floyd and the surrounding 
counties'-are called on to meet a t  the 
court house in this city on Thursday 
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A MAP OF ROME IN 1890. 

night, the 14th inst., for the purpose 
of forming a military organization for  
the protection of their homes and 
their property. This is a highly im- 
portant movement and we give i t  our 
most cordial and hearty endorsement. 
Let every boy and man from 15 to 60 
years old fall  into line and stand up 
for  the protection of their mothers, 

(Scale, one mile to the inch). 

wives and sisters. If the love of coun- 
t ry  does not move you, these sacred 
claims will surely spur you to action. 

I t  is plain now that  the enemy, be- 
ing foiled and routed upon every field 
of general engagement, has determined 
to turn loose his army in maraud- 
ing bands, to dash through our coun- 
t ry  with torch and sword, to burn and 
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plunder our citizens and homes, mur- 
der our men and dishonor our women. 

We are advised that  good arms will 
be furnished to all who are not able 
to supply themselves. 

Let all the people in this and the 
surrounding counties meet in this city 
on next Thursday; and the ladies will 
do well to encourage this movement by 
their presence-they are all wanted. 
Come, ladies, and bring your sons and 
your husbands.-May 9, 1863. 

The Yankee Prisoners at Rome.- 
Among this batch of thieves and mur- 
derers was found two companies of 
North Alabama Tories; and amongst 
them a man by the name of Funder- 
burk, who was born and raised with- 
in three miles of Rome. This villain- 
ous whelp had a gallant brother in 
the Eighth Georgia who fell covered 
with honor and glory a t  the First Bat- 
tle of Manassas, July 21st, 1861. This 
scoundrel, with his widowed mother, 
moved to the Sand Mountain in 1852, 
and since the death of his brother has 
been here trying to get a share of 
his honored brother's estate. He ad- 
mits he piloted the Yankees to this 
place. He is  safely under lock in jail. 
There was also found among them a 
man by the name of Phillips, who was 
raised in Forsyth County, Georgia. 
He is alleged to be a Confederate de- 
serter. He is with Funderburk, to- 
gether with a Methodist preachw, who 
says his name is Brown, who the 
Yankees say also piloted them, and 
many years ago was a circuit rider 
in Floyd. But no such a man ever 
rode the circuit in this county. 

The prisoners generally were re- 
markably impudent and insulting, es- 
pecially the officers. One of their of- 
ficers, a major, publicly cursed Gen. 
Forrest on the streets for a scoundrel 
and a rascal, stating that when For- 
rest demanded a surrender the Yankee 
negotiators were trying to get the best 
terms possible, and Forrest suddenly 
appeared to get very mad. Swore he 
would wait no longer, that he would 
rather kill the whole of them than 
not; ordered his couriers immediately 
to direct the commanders of four sep- 
arate batteries to place them on sep- 
arate points of hills; and ordered the 
commanders of four separate regi- 
ments to be formed immediately a t  
particular points in line of battle, and 
that the couriers absolutely dashed 
off, as though they were going to 
have these orders executed. And as  
they dashed off, Forrest told them his 
signal gun would be fired in ten min- 

utes, when in fact (he said) the ras- 
cal had but two little cannon, and not 
more than a half regiment all told. 
Finally, that Forrest was nothing but 
a damned swindler. 

The impudent whelps, openly on the 
streets, avowed their intention to be 
back here in less than three months, 
burn up the town and hang every 
man in i t  because, they say, they were 
bushwhacked. This, of course, is an  
,idle boast of the poor cowardly devils, 
to cover up their shame and disgrace. 
They said they did not come into Rome 
just as  they expected; that  they could 
stand all that; but such a number of 
them to be gobbled up by a little squad 
of "dirty, snotty-nosed butternuts" 
was past endurance. 

We regret to learn that  Capt. For- 
rest, a brother of the General's, com- 
manding a company in his old regi- 
ment, was severely and it is feared 
mortally wounded in the recent run- 
ning fight with the Yankees from 
Courtland to Rome. 

Gen. Forrest has received a dispatch 
from Col. Roddy, announcing that the 
Yankees have evacuated Tuscumbia. 

The Steamer Laura Moore blew her 
whistle off yesterday morning as she 
was about signalling her departure. 
Her steam escaping prevented her de- 
parture.-Saturday, May 9, 1863. 

"BILL ARP" ON ROME "BATTLE" 
(Southern Confederacy, Atlanta). 

Rome, Gorgy. 
Mr. Adeer & Smith: 

So many onreliable persuns will be 
sirkulatin spewrius akkounts of the 
"Grand Rounds" tuk by the infernal 
Yankees in these Roman-tik rejuns, 
that  I think i t  highly proper you 
should git the streight of it from one 
who seed ,it with his eyes, and hearn 
it with his years, and a piece of i t  
fell on his big toe. 

More than 200 yea'rs ago Genrul D. 
Soto had a big fight with the Injuns 
on or about these consekrated grounds. 
Since that time an oninterrupted peece 
hav rained around these classic hills 
and hollers. Flowers hav bloomed 
sweetly, lambs hav skipd about, dog 
fennel hav yallered the ground, and 
the Coosa river, which were then a 
little spring branch, hav grown both 
wide and deep, until now the majestik 
steamboat can float upon its bosom, 
and the big mud cat gobble up the 
yearthworms what chance to fall into 
its watters. 

But rollen years will change a pro- 
gram. Anno domini will tell! Jest 
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afore the broke of day, on Sunday, 
the third of May, 1863, eighteen hun- 
dred and 63, the cityzens of the eternal 
city were arowsed from their slumbers 
with the chorus of the Marsales hymn, 
"To arms, to arms, ye brave! Abe 
Linkhorn are pegging away, and the 
Yankees are ridin to Rome on a raid!" 
Ah! then were the time to try men's 
soles! But there were no panik, no 
skedadlin, to shakin of nees-but one 
universal determynation to do sum- 
thin. The burial squad organized fust 
and foremost and begun to inter ther 
money, and spoons and 4 pronged 
forks, and sich like about the prem- 
ises. Babies were sent to the rear. 
Hosses hid in the cane brake. Cows 
milked oncommon dry. Cashiers and 
bank agents carried off their phunds 
in a pair of saddle bags, which very 
much exposed ther facilities and the 
small compass of ther resources. I t  
were, however, a satisfactory solushun 
of ther refusin to discount for the last 
3 months. Skouts were sent out on 
every road to snuff the tainted breeze. 
Kotton bags were piled up across ev- 
ery high way and low way. Shot 
guns and cannon and powder and ball 
were brought to the front. The yeo- 
manry and the melishy jined a squad 
of Confederate troops and formed in 
line of battle. They were marched 
across the Oustanawly River, and then 
the plank of the bridge torn up so 
that they couldn't retreat. This were 
done, however, a t  ther own valyunt 
request, because of the natural weak- 
ness of the flesh. They determined 
jintly and sevrally, firmly by these 
presents, to do sumthin. 

Two cracked cannon, what had holes 
in the ends, and two or three on the 
side, were propped up between the 
kotten bags, and pinted dead straight 
down the road to Alabam. They were 
fust loaded with buckshot and tacks, 
and then a round ball rammed on top. 
The ball were to take the raid in front, 
and the bullets and tacks to rake 'em 
in the phlanks. These latter it was 
supposed would go through the cracks 
in the sides and shoot around gener- 
ally. Everybody and everything de- 
termined to die in their tracks, or do 
sumt hin. 

The steamboats dropped quietly 
down the ~ i v e r  to get out of the thick 
of the fight. The sharp shooters got 
on top of semmetery hill with ther re- 
peaters and pokit pistols. The videttes 
dashed with spy glasses to the top of 
the court house to see a fur off. 
Dashin Comanchy couriers rode on- 
ruly steeds to and fro, like a fiddler's 

elbow. Sum went forward to rekenoy- 
ter as skouts. Everybody resolved to 
do sumthin. 

At this critical junkture, and pre- 
vious and afterwards, reports were 
brought into these Head Quarters, and 
all other quarters, to the effeck that 
10,000 Yankees were kummin, and 5,- 
000 and 2,000, and any other number; 
that they were ten miles from town, 
and 6 miles, and 2 miles, and any 
other number of miles; that  they were 
on the Alabam road, and the Cave 
Spring road, and the River road, and 
any other road; that they were cross- 
in the river a t  Quin's Ferry, and Wil- 
liamson's Ferry, and Bell's Ferry, and 
any other ferry; that they had tuck 
the Steembote Laura Moore, and Chi- 
rokee and Alfaratta, and any other 
steembote; that they had shot a t  a 
Comanchy rider, and hit him in the 
coat tail, or his hosses tail, or any 
other tale; that they had seezed Sis 
Morris, or Bill Morris, or Jep Mor- 
ris, or any other Morris. In  fak, a 
man could hear anything by gwine 
about, and more too. 

Shore enuf, however, the important 
crisis which were to have arriven did 
actually arriv, about 10 o'kl.ock in the 
mornin, a. m., on May 3rd, 1863. I 
am thus portikler, Mr. Editurs, bekaus 

JUDGE JNO. W. MADDOX, who entered the 
Confederate Army at 15, and served several 
terms in Congress from the Seventh District. 
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i t  a re  to be entered on next year's 
almynak as a remarkabul event. The 
head of the raid did aktully arriv a t  
the suburbi'n villa of Mr. Myers, and 
thar  i t  stoped to rekonnoiter. Thar 
they learned a s  how we had 600 head 
of artillery, and 6,000 kotton bags, and 
a permiskous number infantry taktix, 
and we were only waitin to see the 
whites of their eyes. Also that  the his- 
tory of Gen. Jackson a t  New Orleans 
wer red in publik, and tha t  everything 
were inspired to do sumthin; where- 
upon the head of the raid turned pale, 
and sent forward a picket. At  this 
onspishus moment a foot skout on our 
side let fly a whistlen bullit, which 
tuk effek somewhat in  those rejuns. 
I t  were reasonably suposed that one 
Yankee were killed, and perhaps two, 
for  even to this time sumthing dead 
can be smelt ,in those parts, tho' the 
buryal squad had not been able to find 
it up to yestiddy. After right smart 
skirmishin, the head of the raid f e ~ i  
back down the road to the Alabam, 
and were persued by our. mounted 
yeomanry a t  a respectabul distance. 

Now Mr. Adeer & Smith, while all 
these vaylunt feets were going on 
hereabouts, Gen. Forrest had been 
fighting the body and tail of the raid 
away down a t  the Alabam line. Final- 
ly he proposed to the raid to  stop 
fightin and play a game m two of 
poker, under a cedar tree, which they 
aksepted. But the Ginerul were not in 
luck and he had a pore hand, and had 
staiked his last dollar. The Yankees 
had a Streight, which would hav tuk 
Forrest and raked down the pile, but 
he looked on rite in the eye and sed 
he would see 'm, and "4,000 better." 
The raid looked a t  him, and he looked 
a t  the raid, and never blinked. The 
raid trembled all over it boots, and gin 
i t  up. The Generul bluffed 'em, and 
ever since that  game was played, the 
little town hard by has bin called 
Cedar Bluff. I t  were flush times in 
the Alab,am, that day, shore! 

Well, Mr Editurs, you know the 
s,equil. The Generul bagged 'em and 

' broght 'em on. The planks were put 
back on the bridge. The river bank 
infantry countermarched and fired a 
perrniscous volley in token of jew- 
bilee. One of the side-swipin cannon 
went off on its own hook, and the ball 
went ded through a house and tore a 
Buro all to flinders. Sum sed i t  were 
a Niter Buro, but a potash man who 
examined sed he reckin not, for  ther 
weren't no ashes in the drawers, nor 
naro ash hopper on the premises. 

By and by the Comanchy Skouts and 

pickets all kum in, and shuk ther am- 
brosial locks and received the congrat- 
ulations of ther friends. Then begun 
the ovashun of fair  women and brave 
men to Gen. Forrest and his gallant 
boys Bokays and tears were all mixed 
up promiskous. Big chunks of cake and 
gratitude were distributed generally 
and frequent. Strawberries and cream, 
eggs and inyuns, pies and pancakes- 
all flew aroun amazin, for everybody 
was determined to do sumthin. Gen. 
Forrest subsided, and General Jew- 
bilee tuk command, and Rome her- 
self again. The 4 pronged forks and 
silver spoons ros from the dead and 
even the old hen what one of our city 
aldemen had burried with her head 
out, was disinterred and sacrificed im- 
mediately for the good of the koun- 
try. 

Thus hav ended the raid, and no 
loss on our side. Howsumever, I sup- 
pose tha t  Mr. Linkhorn will keep "peg- 
gin' away." 

Yours truly and immensely, 
T H E  ORTHOR, 

Adjective Generul of Yeomanry. 

The Yankee cavalry roamed a little 
too f a r  from home when they ventured 
a journey to Rome. The citizens there- 
of were Romans enough to meet them 
in battle array, and Forrest, a t  Rome, 
was the "noblest Roman of them all." 
-Rebel. 

Proc1amatz'on.-To the Citizens of 
Rome: A little more than a week ago 
our city was beleaguered by the most 
lawless band of incendiaries that ever 
disgraced humanity. This enemy came 
with "lust in his eye, poverty in his 
purse and hell in his heart. He came 
a robber and a murderer." But a t  our 
very threshold he was arrested by the 
Lord God of Hosts. Thus we were de- 
livered, and thus our city was saved 
from destruction. Under such circum- 
stances i t  is right, proper and our 
bounden duty a s  a people to bow down 
in adoring thankfulness to that kind 
Father whose everlasting arms have 
been around, about and underneath 
us, to protect us from harm, and it is 
our duty and privilege to ascribe to 
him all the honor of our deliverance. 

Now, therefore, I, John M. Gregory, 
mayor of the City of Rome, do issue 
this, my proclamation, setting apart  
Wednesday, the 13th inst., a s  a day of 
thanksgiving and prayer to Almighty 
God for the great mercies vouchsafed 
to us, and I do therefore earnestly in- 
vite the people of the city to assemble 
a t  their respective places of worship 
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on that  day, and to unite in render- 
ing thanks and praise to God. Given 
under my hand and seal of office, this 
May 11, 1863. J. M. Gregory, Mayor 
of the City of Rome.-Tuesday, May 
12, 1863. 

Gen. Forrest and the Citizens of 
Rome-As a slight appreciation of the 
services of the gallant Forrest in sav- 
ing our beautiful city from sack and 
flames, a t  the hands of the ruthless 
vandals, who lately came to lay our 
homes in desolation, a suggestion was 
made that  i t  would be expressive of 
our gratitude to present the General 
with a fine horse, and in the course 
of an  hour or two over $1,000 was con- 
tributed for this purpose. But. Col. 
A. M. Sloan, anticipating the move- 
ment, on his own private account pre- 
sented Gen. Forrest with his splendid 
saddle horse, for  which he would not 
on any other account have taken the 
best negro fellow in the State. This 
was a n  appropriate and magnificent 
offering on the part of Col. Sloan." 

We are advised tha t  the money 
which had been contributed by the 
citizens for this purpose was turn- 
ed over to Gen. Forrest to be used for 
the benefit of the sick and wounded of 
his command. 

The Alabama Traitors.-We have 
had the pleasure of reading a letter 
from Gov. Shorter, of Alabama, to 
Surgeon P. C. Winn, in regard to the 
Alabama traitors captured by Gen. 
Forrest in North Alabama, ' i n  which 
the Governor says he has demanded 
"under the order of President Davis, 
all the officers taken in Alabama, 
found serving with armed slaves," etc. 

We greatly admire the spirit of Gov. 
Shorter in this matter and hope to see 
his example emulated in every state. 

Perhaps no event of the war has 
caused more profound regret through- 
out the Confederacy or more real sat- 
isfaction to the Yankees than the 
death of glorious old Stonewall Jack- 
son. After having made such hair- 
breadth escapes from Yankee bullets 
he has died a t  last a t  the hands of his 
own men. His memory is embalmed 
in the hearts of the people, and his 
name will live through all times. 

Some of our contemporaries a re  de- 
termined that the royal ape of Wash- 
ington shall have his proper cognomen 
of "=anks," and "Hanks" let it be, 
and thereby free the respectable name 
of Lincoln from the odium attached to - 

*A. M. Sloan, banker and warehouseman. 
formerly of Columbus. 

it from his bearing it. It is said that  
old Hanks has started the old pegging 
system of tactics. If so, we suppose 
the recent raid to Rome was one of 
the pegs driven in and broken off.- 
Thursday, May 14, 1863. 

Tlte Meeting on Thursday-A large 
number of the citizens of Floyd and 
the surrounding counties met in this 
city on Thursday last to consult to- 
gether on the best means of defending 
our city and the approaches to the 
State road, against raiding parties of 
the public enemy. Major John Rush 
was chosen president and Mr. John M. 
Berry F ecretary. Col. Fouche explain- 
ed the object of the meeting, and 
moved the appointment of a commit- 
tee of five, who were himself, Col. 
D. R. Mitchell, Maj. J. G. Yeisgr, Rev. 
J. W. Glenn and Col. Alfred Shorter. 
During the absence of the committee, 
Hon. John W. H. Underwood was in- 
vited to address the meeting, but de- 
clining to do so, called on Dr. P. C. 
Winn, of Alabama, who entertained 
the audience with a spirited plea for  
home defense. The committee report- 
ed stirring resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted. 

We would appeal to every boy and 
man who has the pluck to  defend his 
home, to join some military company. 
We know of but three excuses which 
any man could offer for not joining: 
utter physical inability, innate, incur- 
able cowardice and old age. But the 
man should be so old that  he would not 
think of marrying again if his wife 
should die. If any man will come out 
and establish his right to plead any of 
those three excuses, let him be perpet- 
ually exempt from all military serv- 
ice; but let all others shoulder arms 
and fall into ranks for the defense of 
their native soil.-Saturday, May 16, 
1863. 

To Arms, Ye Romans!-We find the 
following astounding telegram to the 
Associated Press, which, if true, i t  is 
time Romans were looking to their lau- 
rels : 

Atlanta, May 16.-Quartermaster 
Polk's Corps arrived and passed 
through this morning. We have re- 
ports that  7,000 or 8,000 of the enemy 
are  approaching Rome. All the avail- 
able farce here .is ordered to be held 
in readiness. 

There is a grape-vine telegram 
afloat that  Jackson, Miss., has been 
thken by the enemy, and tha t  our 
forces have them surrounded and cut 
off.-Tuesday, May 19, 1863. 
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NINETEEN DWELLINGS OF MANY TYPES. 
1 W i l r o n  M. Hardy; 2-old A. R. Sullivan home; 3--old Goetchiur home; &Dr. J. C. 

Watts (C. N. Featherston); 5--part of old Battey infirmary; 6J. W. Rounsaville; 7- 
Eliza Frances Andrews; 8-A. B. S. Moreley; 9--T. J. Simpson (J. L. Sulzbacher)L, 10- 
Ed. L. Bosworth; 11-0. L. Stamps (C. Rowell); 1%S. F. Magruder; 13-old Harper home; 
1 k H u g h e s  T- Reynolds (R. D. VanDyke) ; ILHood-Cumming-Featherrton (Rixie) ; 1 6 D r .  
T. R. Garlington (J. D. Hanks); 17-Unknown; 1B--VanDyke-Maddox; I-Henry Stoffregen. 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



To All People Who Are Able to Bear 
A~ms!-The question can no longer be 
blinked. You must either fight, run 
or take the oath of allegiance to Lin- 
coln. This call is made to the fight- 
ing men, young and old. If there be 
any of the other classes, we don't want 
them; the sooner they take care of 
themselves, the better. Daily develop- 
ments convince all thinking men of the 
immediate necessity of a strong mili- 
tary organization for self-defense. The 
people are invited, perhaps for the last 
time, to meet at  the court house in 
Rome on Tuesday morning next, May 
26 at 10 o'clock a. m., to learn what 
has been done, and to determine, un- 
der a proper organization, what they 
will do in defense of their property, 
their wives and their children. We 
beseech you to come and to come ready 
to make all needed sacrifices for your 
country!-J. M. Gregory, mayor; S. 
Fouche, D. R. Mitchell, J. G. Yeiser, 
A. Shorter, J. W. Glenn, Committee.- 
Tuesday, May 26, 1863. 

-- 
Rev. George Pierce, son of the 

bishop of that name who served 
the Rome district after the war, 
had intended to preach a t  one of 
the Methodist churches on the 
Sunday Forrest appeared, but he 
quickly caught the war fever and 
shouldered a gun.* 

According t o  William Hardin 
and Jas. 0. Winfrey, the well- 
known Confederate veterans, Col. 
Streight cried over his plight, and 
it was said on good authority at 
the time that he tried t o  get a pis- 
tol to  shoot himself. He was de- 
scribed by all who knew him as 
an intrepid soldier. 

Ren~inisceilces by the late Dr. 
P. I,. Turnley, presented to the U. 
D. C., add this information: 

Col. Hathaway, original commander 
of the raiders, was shot through the 
neck and killed a t  the foot of Owl 
Mountain, near Turkeytown, Etowah 
County, Ala., while eating breakfast. 
Two young sharpshooters, brothers 
named Hall, had climbed to the top of 

"Authority: 20th Century Rome. Tribune In- 
dustrial Edition, Oct., 1902. 

**According to Mrs. Robt. Battey, several 
young women snipped off long raven locks. 

***Authority: Edward C. Peters, of Rome. 
Since the total casualties are 1,547 by this esti- 
mate, there is a discrepancy of 453 men, the 
number at the start having been 2,000. 

the spur above the invaders and crack- 
ed down on the officer. Streight was 
then placed in command. 

The news that Streight was ap- 
proaching spread like prairie fire, and 
more activity was shown in Rome than 
for a long time. By noon the town 
was fairly well garrisoned by men and 
boys of all ages. The bridges were 
blocked with cotton bales, and the 
floors covered with straw saturated 
with oil. Every cellar and garret had 
been ransacked for arms and weapons 
of any kind. Col. J. G. Yeiser obtain- 
ed two old honey-combed cannon, and 
placed the dangerous ends toward the 
enemy. These, with old rusty flint- 
lock rifles and a few pistols, were all 
the defenders had, but they were suf- 
ficient to turn back Streight's advance 
guard. 

Rome was so hilarious that Gen. 
Fwrest could hardly attend to his du- 
ties; and it has been said by one who 
was present that the brave general 
would have been bald had he given 
locks of his hair to all the ladies who 
made the request.** 

Forrest's losses were said to 
have been ten killed and 40 wound- 
ed. Streight's losses from Apr. 
27 through May 3, 1863, from Tus- 
cumbia t o  Rome (including Day's 
Gap, Apr. 30, Black Warrior Creek, 
May 1, and Blount's Farm, May 2) 
were twelve killed, 69 wounded, 
1,466 captured. The captives were 
the 51st and 73rd Indiana Volun- 
teers, the 3rd Ohio, the 80th Illi- 
nois Mounted Infantry and two  
companies of the First Alabama 
Cavalry who were mostly desert- 
ers from the Confederate ar- 
my.*** 

Streight's men were worn out 
from their forced marches and 
loss of sleep, and when Forrest 
came up, many were sleeping on  
their arms, and their commander 
could make them fight no longer. 

I n  order to get the facts of Wis- 
dom's ride, Capt. W. P. Lay, of 
Gadsden, visited Mr. Wisdom at  
Hoke's Bluff, Ala. Capt. Lay re- 
lated the story to Walter Harper, 
who presented it July 29, 1909, in 
the Gadsden Daily Times-News, 
a day after Mr. Wisdom died: 
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John H. Wisdom, long a citizen of 
Etowah County, Alabama, and for- 
merly of Rome, Ga., died at his home 
a t  Hoke's Bluff, ten miles east of 
Gadsden, on July 28, 1909. He was 
89 years of age and one of the s u b  
stantial citizens of the county. He 
was extremely modest and for tha t  
reason but  little has ever been said 
or known about the crowning exploit 
of his life, which saved a city, result- 
ed in the capture of a host of Federal 
soldiers and placed h ~ m  in the class of 
heroes of the Civil War. 

John H. Wisdom and Emma Sanson 
were jointly responsible for  the saving 
of Rome, Ga., and the capture of Col. 
Abel D. Streight's raiders by Gen. 
Nathan B. Forrest, yet neither of these 
heroes was aware of the par t  the other 
was playing a t  the time. 

Shortly af ter  Emma Sanson had di- 
rected Gen. Forrest over Black War- 
rior Creek, Mr. Wisdom, then a mail 
carrier and 43 years old, left his home 
a t  Gadsden on a mail trip, and after 
crossing the Coosa river went several 
miles beyond. In  the afternoon of the 
same day he returned to Gadsden, t o  
find that  the Federals under Col. 
Streight had been in the  town and 
were proceeding toward Rome. The 
enemy had cut a hole in the bottom 
of the ferry boat of which he was the 
proprietor and had set i t  loose to 
drift  down the Coosa. Consequently, 
Mr. Wisdom did not recross the river, 
but called to a neighbor to tell his 
family that  he had gone to warn Rome 
of its danger. Still in his trusty buggy, 
he dashed toward Rome. This was a t  
3:30 p. m. By changing steeds he 
made the 67 miles a few minutes be- 
fore midnight, or  a little less than 
eight hours and a half. Deducting an 
hour and a half for  changes of horses 
and other delays, he negotiated the 
hilly, river-crossing journey in about 
seven hours, or a t  the ra te  of 9.6 
miles per hour.'" 

I n  the early Revolutionary days 
Paul  Revere rode from Boston to Con- 
cord, Mass., a distance of 18 miles, to 
warn the citizens of the approach of 
the British soldiers.** His ac t  has been 
the subject of song and story for more 
than  100 years, while the much more 
difficult and daring feat of John H. 
Wisdom is known to but a comparative 
few in Alabama and Georgia. 

Following is the story in Mr. Wis- 
dom's own words, beginning when he 
returned to the Coosa River a t  Gads. 
den on the afternoon of Saturday, May 
2, 1863:*** 

"It occurred to me at once that  I 
could beat them to Rome and sound 
the alarm. I called across the river 
that I was going, and whipped my 
horse toward Rome. This was about 
3:30 p. m. I dashed by Hoke's Bluff, 
Gnatville, Goshen and Spring Garden, 
and a t  the last-named place turned 
into the Rome and Jacksonville stage 
road, which I had traveled often a s  
driver of a stage from Rome to the 
Alabama town. 

"The first 'lap' of the ride was from 
the east bank of the river a t  Gadsden 
to Gnatville, 22 miles, which I drove 
in my buggy in a little more than two 
hours. Here my horse became ex- 
hausted and I left him and the buggy 
with the Widow Hanks,**** who offered 
me a lame pony on my promise to ride 
it only five miles, to Goshen, where I 
thought I could get another horse. On 
account of the pony's condition, I was 
obliged to leave him a t  Goshen, where 
I found Simpson Johnson coming in 
from his farm. He saddled two horses 
and let me ride one, and sent his son 
with me on the other horse to bring 
both back. I was delayed a t  Goshen 
only a short while, but i t  was not dark 
and I realized I must lose more time 
changing steeds. 

"We rode the Johnson horses in a 
swift gallop eleven miles to the home 
of Rev. Joel Weems, above Spring 
Garden, Ala., where I was delayed 
some time, but finally managed to get 
a fresh horse. 

"On the next 'lap' I stopped several 
times, trying to get a new animal. At  
one place I woke up a farmer and told 
him what I wanted. He replied gruffly 
that I couldn't get any of his horses, 
so I rode eleven miles farther to John 
Baker's, one mile south of Cave Spring, 
and after a short delay mounted an- 
other horse and asked him to keep for 
the owner the one I had discarded. I 
was now in Georgia, and Cave Spring 
lcomed ahead, then I raced through 
Vann's Valley. While going down a 
long hill in a sweeping gallop, Mr. 
Baker's horse stumbled and fell, throw- 
ing me in an  ungraceful sprawl ahead 
of him. I got up quickly, remounted 
and made off. A f t a  proceeding 
twelve miles, to within six miles of - 

*The Courier account stated that Wisdom 
arrived at 2:30 a. m., after a ride of eleven 
hours. 

**Revere was bound for Concord, hut was 
held up about half way, at Lexington, by 
British soldiers. 

***Mr. Wisdom lived prior to the war in a 
cottage with his mother at Second Avenue and 
East Third Street, where B. T. Haynes' home 
now stands. 

****Her first name was Nancy, it is said. 
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Rome, I changed horses for  the last 
time. A gentleman whose name I do 
not remember loaned me a horse and I 
lost little time entering on the last  
'lap.' This horse carried me safely 
into Rome, where I arrived a t  four 
minutes before midnight, May 2, 1863. 
I thus made the ride of about 67 miles 
in slightly less than eight and a half 
hours, including delays. Lost time 
amounted to about a n  hour and a 
half. 

"On arriving in the city I galloped 
to the leading . hotel, the Etowah 
House, then kept by Mr. G. S. Black, 
and told him the Yankees were com- 
ing. A t  his request, I rode through 
the streets, sounding the alarm and 
waking the people. Everybody jump- 
ed out of bed, and the excitement was 
great. The people r a n  in all direc- 
tions, but under the command of their 
leader got down to the business of pil- 
ing cotton bales in breastwork style on 
the Rome ends of the bridges. 

"There were few men in Rome a t  
the time, most of them having gone 
away to war, but those who were left 
soon hauled out all the old squirrel 
rifles, shot guns and muzzle-loading 
muskets t ha t  could be found, and di- 
vided them among those able to bear 
arms. 

"The little railroad from Rome to 
Kingston fired up the engines and r a n  
them every 30 minutes in and out of 
the city, carrying the news into the 
country districts and bringing to town 
the farmers with their old battle 
pieces. 

"The handful of convalescent Con- 
federate soldiers in Rome took charge 
of the home guard and lined them up 
behind the breastworks of cotton. The 
Bridge' Street (Fifth Avenue ) bridge 
across the Oostanaula River, a wooden 
structure, was filled with hay which 
was saturated with turpentine so it 
could be fired in case of defeat and 
a retreat. 

"About sunrise next morning, May 
3, (Sunday) six hours after my ar-  
rival, Streight's advance guard ap- 
peared on Shorter's Hill, one mile west 
of Rome. Through their field glasses 
they saw the 'fortifications' and the 
bustling activity in the town. An old 
negro woman, asked if there were any 
Confederates around, replied, 'Yassir, 
boss, de town am full of sojers!' 

"So impressive was the scene that  
the advance guard retreated without 
any attempt to take the bridge. A few 
shots were fired between the sharp- 
shooters. 

"About 3 or  4 o'clock tha t  after- 
noon Forrest marched into Rome with 
Streight's command a s  prisoners. 
When the Yankees found out there 
had been no real soldiers in Rome, and 
tha t  they had been captured by For- 
rest's inferior force, they became very 
angry, and i t  was feared that  they 
would revolt, but Gen. Forrest's fore- 
sight in separating officers and men, 
imprisoning the officers in the court 
house and putting the privates under 
guard a t  the forks of the rivers, 
averted trouble. 

"It has been erroneously stated tha t  
I was sent t o  Rome by Gen. Forrest. 
I knew nothing of Gen. Forrest's pur- 
suit of the raiders until he marched 
into Rome with them. 

"The people of Rome made me a 
present of a silver service valued a t  
$400, which I now have and prize very 
highly. They also gave me $400 in 
money and sent the Widow Hanks 
$400 for giving me the use of her lame 
pony." 

According to the official reports of 
Col. Abel D. Streight, made after his 
escape from Libby prison to  Union 
headquarters, Aug. 22, 1864, John H. 
Wisdom was directly responsible fo r  
.his surrender to Gen. Forrest. The 
following from CoI. Streight's report 
is significant: 

"After some maneuvering, Forrest 
sent in a flag of truce, demanding sur- 
render, so I called a council of war. I 
had previously learned i n  the mean- 
time, however, that  Capt. Milton Rus- 
sell had beert unable to take the bridge 
a t  Rome. Our condition was can- 
vassed, and although personally op- 
posed to surrender, and so expressing 
myself a t  the time, yet I yielded to the 
unanimous voice of my regimental 
commanders, and a t  about  noon of 
May 3 we surrendered a s  prisoners of 
war." 

Col. Streight continued with the 
statement that  he had dispatched Capt. 
Russell with 200 picked men to take 
the Roine bridge, and this officer had 
reported that  i t  was held by a formi- 
dable force of Confederates, and in 
his opinion could not be captured by 
the forces available. 

In o n e  part of a n  original  ac- 
coullt i n  h is  o w n  hand-writ ing,  Col. 
W i s d o m  s t a t e d  t h a t  in addition to 
five horses,  he used one mule. He 
reci ted t h a t  Miss  Emma S a t ~ s o n ,  
d a u g l ~ t e r  of t h e  Widow Sanson,  
w h o  lived nea r  Black  W a r r i o r  
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Creek bridge, two miles west of 
Gadsden, got up behind Gen. For- 
rest on his horse and directed him 
to ford the creek after Streight 
had burned the bridge. Streight's 
rear guard sent a fusillade of bul- 
lets toward the double-mounted 
horse, and Forrest and Miss San- 
son were forced to  dismount and 
hide behind a bank. The general 
finally rode back to  the farm house 
with the brave girl, then crossed 
the ford with his men. 

During. the delay, Streight's 
men had entered Gadsden and be- 
gun burning and plundering. They 
discovered Col. Wisdom's smoke 
house, in which had been stored 
a quantity of bacon by a crowd of 
refugees from Tennessee. While 
Streight's men tried t o  find the 
key t o  the smoke house and made 
preparations t o  batter down the 
door, Forrest's men arrived, 
chased them and devoured the ba- 
con. 

According to  Col. VC7isdom, 
Streight surrendered at  Law- 
rence's Spring, four miles east of 
Cedar Bluff, Cherokee County, 
Ala., and 24 miles west of Rome. 
He  confirms the statement that 
spirituous liquor flowed pretty 
freely in Rome that  Sunday: "I 
thought a lieutenant would ride 
his black mare to death. He  kept 
riding up and down the Oosta- 
naula from Battey's Shoals to  
town and back, t o  keep the 
Yankees from crossing. They 
said he was 'tight.' " 

Gen. Forrest hurried down into 
Alabama t o  engage in a new chase, 
without waiting to  attend the pic- 
nic Romans had planned for him. 
While awaiting orders in Rome for 
about four days, Forrest maintain- 
ed headquarters a t  the Choice 
House, where the Hotel Forrest 
now stands, and the hospitality of 
the Temple of Justice a block to  
the east was enjoyed by the of- 
ficers he had corralled. 

TWO FAMOUS RIDES COMPARED. 

John H. Mrisdom's famous ride, mentioned in the foregoing, is here 
compared with Paul Revere's : 

PAUL REVERE'S RIDE. JNO. H. WISDOM'S RIDE. 

Date-Apr. 19, 1775. Date-May 2, 1863. 
War-Revolutionary. War-Civil. 
Starting Point-Charlestown, Mass. Starting Point-Gadsden, Ala. 
Destination-Concord, Mass. Destination-Rome, Ga. 
Place Reached-Lexington, Mass. Place Reached-Rome, Ga. 
Distance-Nine miles. Distance-Sixty-seven miles. 
Time-Two hours, 15 minutes. Time-Eleven hours (8% riding). 
Miles aer Hour-Four. Miles per Hour-Eight. 
How Traveled-Horseback. How Traveled-Buggy, horseback. 
Object to Save-Lex. and Concord. Object to Save-Rome, Ga. 
Start of Ride-About 11:45 p. m, Start of Ride-About 3:30 p. m. 
End of Ride-Two a. m. End of Ride-Two-thirty a. m. 
Horses Used-One. Horses Used-Five (one mule). 
Road Condition-Fair. Road Condition-Rough. 
Riding by Dark-Two hours, 15 min. Riding by Dark-Seven hours. 
Riding by Light-None. Riding by Light-Four hours. 
Country-Undulating. Country-Hilly. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Sherman's Army Captures Rome 

Jackson, the city pumping station site, 
on the top of a high hill in North 
Rome, then known as Fort Norton; on 
the ridge crossing the Summertrille 
road one mile northwest of the court- 
house, a t  the rock quarry, then known 
as Fort Attaway, overlooking Little 
Dry creek; and'on the crest of Myrtle 
Hill cemetery, then known as Fort 
Stovall. At the foot of Fort Norton 
a redoubt was built to impede the 
progress of the enemy in any attempt 
to scale the heights for a hand-to- 
hand encounter. In front of the pres- 
ent Second (or Fifth Avenue) Baptist 
church, on a slight ridge where John 
Ross used to live, was a trench to 
which the Confederate infantrymen 
fell back after their outposts had been 
driven in and Ft. Attaway silenced.**** 

The second fort to withdraw its fire 
was Fort Norton, and its garrison unit 
withdrew to points in the city and as- 
sisted the remaining unit on Fort Sto- 
vall (cemetery hill) to hold out. 

Gen. Davis had planted his artillery 
on the ridge above and southwest of 
Shorter's Spring, being the site of the 
new Shorter College, and particularly 
the location of the Selkirk home, now 
known as "Maplehurst," the residence 
of the president of the institution. 

The cannonading had started about 
daybreak. A column of Confederate 
cavalry had skirmished with the Fed- 
erals around Little Dry creek, but 
these retired before the hosts of Gar- 
rard. All but 42 of the non-combatant 
population had taken bag and baggage 
and selves away from Rome. The 
others preferred to remain and em- 
brace whatever fate awaited them, for 
i t  might be worse farther down, and 
home was home. One of those who 
remained was as staunch and militant 
a "Rebel" as ever lived-Mrs. Lizzie 
Roach Hughes, dressmaker and mil- 
liner and resident of the Fourth Ward. 
"Miss Lizzie," as she was called all 
over Rome, used to do a lot of sewing 
for the soldiers, and the day was never 
too wet or cold or the night too dark 
for her to go foraging for "sumpin' 
t'eat." Her activities caused many a 
gray-jacketed heart to  'throb grate- 
fully. However, there were always 
people of low enough conscience and 
purpose to tell the invaders what Ro- 
mans were the most unflhgging in 
support of the Southern cause, and 

HE climax to Rome's mili- 
'T+ t a r y  successes and failures 

was  Gen. W m .  Tecumseh 
Sherman, United States a r -  

my, of Ohio. I n  a chase a f t e r  Gen. 
50s. E. Johnston f rom Dal ton and  
Resaca, the  r ight wing of his ar-  
m y  (14th and 16th corps), under 
command of Gen. Jas. Birdseye 
McPherson,* also of Ohio, sen t  i t s  
scouts in to  R o m e  May 17, 1864, 
a f t e r  a n  artillery duel for a day 
with Gen. Stuart 's  defenders.** 

Virgil  A. Stewart ,  a sharpshoot- 
e r  w h o  helped defend Rome, s ta tes  
tha t  a spirited resistance w a s  
maintained for a day th rough  the  
artillery* but t h e  superiority of 
the  Federal  force was so grea t  
tha t  t h e  Confederates were  forced 
to retire,  burning t h e  Fifth Ave- 
nue a n d  Broad Street bridges as 
they  went.  From him, H o r r y  
Wimpee,  Wm.  M. Hard in  and 
o thers  w e  g e t  t h e  following gen- 
eral descriptioil of activities : 

Gen. Sherman had sent Garrard's 
Cavalry*** down the Oostanaula 
River from Resaca, and Gen. Jefferson 
C. Davis' division of McPherson's Ar- 
my of the Tennessee in support of it. 
The Federals were advised that  only 
a small garrison defended Rome, so 
they chose to go against the point of 
greatest resistance rather than lose 
the time involved in circumvention. 
They proceeded down the right or 
north bank of the river to A~muchee 
creek, where they found the Confed- 
erate skirmishers. Shots were ex- 
changed and one man was killed, prob- 
ably a Confederate. 

Cannon had been placed on Fort - 
*Killed while reconnoitering near Atlanta 

some three months later by a Confederate 
sharpshooter named McPherson. 

**Authority : Virgil A. Stewart. This Stuart 
was undoubtedly not Gen. J. E. B. Stuart. The 
Weekly Courier of Thursday. Aug. 81, 1865, 
says May 17 was the day of investment. The 
diary of Reuben S. Norton says May 18. It is 
likely that the main body of tne troops entered 
on the latter date. 

***The famous Black Home Troop. 
****A trench two or three feet deep can still 

be found on the southeastern slope of the water- 
works hill; picture of it is shown herein. 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



those who were informed upon were 
forced to  suffer. The Union troops 
cultivated "Miss Lizzie," and made 
life unbearabmle for her. Their first 
meeting came when the soldiers en- 
tered West Rome. Gen. Davis and 
several officers "requested" "Miss Liz- 
zie" to go with them to the top of the 
hill to see if any more Confederates 
were on cemetery hill. The Confed- 
erates recognized "Miss Lizzie" 
through their field glasses, and waved 
a flag a t  her. 

"Thank you, 'Miss Lizzie,' " said Gen. 
Davis. 

In a minute there came a cannon 
ball screeching overhead, too close for 
comfort. "Miss Lizzie," mad a s  a wet 
hen, shouted, "So THAT was why you 
invitea me up  here! Evidently, Gen. 
Davis, some of our men ARE left, 
and they have the nerve to express 
themselves !" 

Grabbing up her skirts, "Miss Liz- 
zie" ran home, there to find that  the 
invaders had ransacked everything 
had stolen her fowls and her eggs, 
and made her brother-in-law a pris- 
oner. The man was placed in the cus- 
tody of "Miss Lizzie" on her assurance 
that  his wife was very ill, and on her 
promise to make him behave. After 
the occupation of Rome, "Miss Lizzie" 
got even with the "Yankees" by 
charging them top prices for fancy 
hats and Ilpwers to send home to 
their wives. From a n  astute old wom- 
an  of Rome "Miss Lizzie" had learned 
to make feathers into artificial flow- 
ers. Hidden out a t  Coosa were a few 
white ganders and a t  Floyd Springs 
some guineas and a peafowl or  two, 
so "Miss Lizzie" went to these places 
after material. If she could ge t  a 
horse, all right, and if not, she would 
walk, five miles, ten miles-it made 
no difference. Once she indignantly 
refused to let a Northern soldier help 
her mount a steed. This exhibition of 
lese majeste caused the soldier t o  call 
the corporal of the guard, who es- 
corted her with an  armed squad to 
Gen. Davis' headquarters on Fourth 
Avenue. Some more of her privileges 
were taken away, including her lib- 
erty for a day, but this only served 
tc  make her increase the price of her 
wares. 

"Miss Lizzie" was also suspected of 
furnishing "underground telephone" 
information to the Confederates; she 
was undoubtedly guilty, a s  were most 
of the other women, and proud of it, 
but the "Yankees" couldn't get a thing 
on her, so she remained a privileged 

character and added greatly to the 
drab camp life of the uninvited guests 
of Rome. 

The cannon of the enemy were 
trained almost exclusively on the de- 
fending forts, and practically all the 
buildings and houses escaped destruc- 
tion a t  that time. No doubt many a 
shell could be found buried in the va- 
rious hills.* The figures a s  to losses 
a re  not available, but it is believed 
tha t  the casualties were few. While 
the bombardment was at its height, B. 
G. Salvage, foreman of The Courier 
composing room, who had succeeded 
Capt. Dwinell a s  editor while the lat- 
ter laid aside editorial pellets for the 
real kind, was busy grinding out the 
last issue of the paper tha t  Romans 
were to receive before Aug. 31, 1865. 
The makeshift editor pied his type and 
took to swamps and hills. The May 
16, 1864, issue is not available, hence 
much that took place on tha t  stirring 
occasion is forever lost. 

However, we are  told by the sur- 
vivors mentioned above tha t  the Con- 
federates withdrew from the last fort  
(Stovall) under cover of the dark- 
ness of May 16, and took up sniping 
positions on Cantrell's Ridge, South 
Rome; on Tubbs' Mountain and other 
vantage paints; also that the  invading 
skirmishers cautiously entered on May 
17 after having crossed the Oosta- 
naula a t  or near Battey's Shoals, and 
by noon had advanced their line to 
Maiden Lane (now Third Avenue). 
On the following day, May 18, after 
awaiting orders and packing up, Gen. 
Davis' hosts, said to have been parts 
of the 14th and 16th Army corps, 
numbering perhaps 30,000 men, cross- 
ed the Oostanaula a t  Printup's wharf, 
midway between the Second Avenue 
and Fifth Avenue bridges, six abreast 
and on pontoon bridges made partly 
of church pews. Their heavy wagons 
and artillery went over safely. Gen. 
Wm. Vandever tarried a short time, 
but soon pushed on to Kingston, and 
left Gen. John M. Corse in  charge of 
the garrison of 1,054 men. 

The most serious infantry and cav- 
alry engagement took place a t  For t  
Attaway, lasting from 3 to 5 p. m. of 
May 16. As the Confederates with- 
drew, they took with them everything 
that  could possibly be used, and de- 
stroyed all tha t  might benefit the ene- 
my. A Texas regiment is said to have 
removed $150,000 in provisions and 
clothing from Broad Street stores. - 

*C. L. King, cemetery sexton, has several 
which were dug out of graves in Myrtle Hill. 
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A PAIR OF GENERALS WHO "DROPPED IN" ON ROME. 
At the left is Cen. Jefferson C. Davis, commander of the Garrison, and at right 

is Cen. Wm. T. Sherman, who spent several days on Fourth Avenue. 

The new "tenants" finished the job. 
The few pigs, chickens and cows that 
were left were eagerly seized and 
killed, and i t  was "every Roman for 
himself." Things of no military value 
were smashed or burned. "Bulls" got 
into the "china shop" of the Buena 
Vista Hotel and had a lively time. 

Dr. J. M. Gregory had been mayor 
the year baefore. He had refugeed, 
but his good wife and her mother, 
Mrs. Hutchinqs, the  kindly proprie- 
tress, wrung her hands vainly in pro- 
test. 

Mrs. John Choice remained behind, 
cheering the retreating Confederates 
as they passed. For the offense of 
keeping two buckets of water sitting 
a t  the front of her place to slake the 
thirst of the boys in gray, Mrs. Greg- 
ory's home was set on fire. The flames 
spread over the lower floor, and her 
aged mother had to be carrled down a 
ladder from the second story. The 
colored maid, later a resident of Chi- 
cago, followed her just a s  the fire was 
entering the room. 

Mrs. Samuel Stewart's home on 
Eighth Avenue could be seen from 
afar, and clothing hung up in a cer- 
tain way on the back porch gave slg- 
nals to the Confederates. Union sol- 
diers went to this home and carried 
away everything of value, and poured 
ink on Mrs. Stewart's wearing ap- 
parel, 

A lot of munitions of war and a 
cannon or two were thrown into the 
Oostanaula above Fifth Avenue by the 
Federals, who had more than they 
could carry. A little gunpowder and 
a few shells found in the arsenal at 
Myrtle Hill were destroyed. Zach 
Mooney, who had been employed to 
help make cannon a t  the Noble Foun- 
dry, took two old pieces and did away 
with them; one went "kerchug!" into 
the Etowah nearby, and another 
splashed into an  old well. 

The 'Lumpkin-Holmes-Morris home 
on Eighth Avenue was used as a hos- 
pital for the wounded Union men. The 
Spullock home was made the head- 
quarters of Gen. Corse, and Gen. Van- 
dever occupied firsf t he  ,Hood-Cum- 
ming - Featherston - Rixie home on 
Broad, and then the Chas. 11. Smith 
("Bill Arp") home on Fourth Ave- 
nue, which was used successively by  
Gens. Jefferson C. Davis and Wm. T. 
Sherman. A Gen. Cox is also men- 
tioned a s  having had charge for a 
short time a t  Rome. 

Horry Wimpee and many others 
unite in praising Gens. Vandever and 
Davis a s  kind -hearted gentlemen 
whose treatment of Romans was all 
that  could have been expected. Gen. 
Sherman appears not to have engaged 
ir, any atrocities a t  Rome. As for  
Gen. Corse, he was not possessed of 
the amenities bestowed upon the oth- 
ers; early in  his career a t  Rome he 
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caused the handsome Hawkins home 
on the Lindale road to be burned be- 
cause a crowd of his foragers were 
ambushed a t  that spot. He was a 
stubborn fighter, however; when near- 
ly overwhelmed by Gen. S. G. French 
a t  Allatoona, he signalled Gen. Sher- 
man: "I am short a cheek bone and 
part of an ear, but am able to whip 
all hell yet !" 

Gen. Sherman entered Rome from 
Kingston Oct. 12, 1864, on a chase 
after Gen. Hood, who, after the fall 
of Atlanta Sept. 2, rambled all over 
the old Cherokee nation in Georgia, 
Alabama and Tennessee, and proved 
as elusive as  a Jack-o-Lantern. Hood 
had marched down the south bank of 
the Etowah, passing through or close 
to  Cave Bprmg, and crossing the 
k a  a t  Veal's Ferry, near the vil- 
lage of Coosa. He flitted through 
Texas Valley on the northwestern side 
of Lavender Mountain, with the pur- 
pose of destroying the W. & A. railroad 
and cutting off Sherman's supplies 
from Chattanooga. Par t  of Hardee's 
corm went to Mt. Pleasant Methodist 
church (now Oreburg), turned to the 
left at Farmer's bridge, Armuchee 
Creek, and then went through Floyd 
Springs to Chattooga County, and 
hauled up near Dalton; Gen. Stuart's* 
corps penetrated Robinson's gap, Lav- 
ender Mountain, then went through 
Texas Valley and crossed Little Ar- 
muchee Creek a t  Echols' Mill. A junc- 
tion of some of the units was ef- 
fected near Resaca and Hood demand- 
ed the surrender of the garrison there, 
but was refused. 

Hood had crossed the Coosa Oct. 10 
and left a part of Harrison's Brigade 
(being the 8th and 11th Texas Regi- 
ments, the 3rd Arkansas and the 4th 
Tennessee) strung from Lavender Mt. 
to Veal's Ferry; also Stuart's corps of 
four regiments a t  Sardis church, 
Coosa. A feint on Rome Nov. 12 from 
1,200 to 1,500 of these troops so alarm- 
ed Gen. Sherman that he wired At- 
lanta that Hood was turning back on 
the Hill City, and ordered 50,000 men 
from Atlanta rushed to his aid!** This 
order was countermanded later when 
Shermlan learned that Hpod's main 
force was bearing down on Resaca. 
Sherman went on to Resaca the night 
of Oct. 12 and left Corse in charge a t  
Rome; and Corse scouted into the 
Coosa Valley and brought back some 
prisoners and guns. 

Gen. Sherman returned to Rome the 
night of Oct. 28 with his staff, and 
again perched himself on Fourth Ave- 
nue; and for four days and a half, 

until the morning of Nov. 2, directed 
operations from that point. On this 
occasion ihe was returning after a 
chase with Hood which had taken him 
down the Chattooga Valley to Gayles- 
ville, Ala. The grizzled West Pointer 
exhibited considerable chagrin that  he 
had been unable to corner the South- 
ern army and wipe i t  out with his 
superior force. On the retreat from 
Dalton, Gen. Johnston had scarcely 
lost a prisoner or a gun, nor had he 
left behind many loaves or fishes for 
the Federals to feed upon. As for 
Hood, his baggage was so light that 
he moved like the wind. Finally Sher- 
man gave up the chase, and set his 
course for the sea. The evacuation of 
Rome started Nov. 10, 1864, and was 
completed by 9 a. m. of Nov. 11. Act- 
ing on orders from Sherman, then at 
Kingston, Gen. Corse burned all the 
mills and factories and 'some other es- 
tablishments that might be of use to 
the Confederates. 

The burning took place on the night 
of November 10. Never had a scene 
of such wantonness and misery been 
presented to Rome. Dry goods boxes 
and trash were piled high in stores 
and set off, and the crackling of the 
timbers furnished a melancholy echo 
to the wails of women and children. 
Soldiers ran from place to place with 
firebrands in their hands, setting the 
places designated here, and perfectly 
harmless places there. Necessarily 
the stores and shops next to the con- 
demned improvements went up in 
smoke. With hundreds of bayonets 
bristling, .the 40 steadfast male Ro- 
nians could do nothing but watch and 
allow their souls to fill with regret. 

Here are some of the Broad Street 
or central establishments which were 
destroyed; both depots, Cunning- 
ham's cotton warehouse, the bank, 
David J. Meyerhardt's store house, 
Daniel R. Mitchell's houses, the Eto- 
wah Hotel (then a t  Howard Street, 
or Second Avenue). Gohen" gr'jst 
mill on Silver Creek, between East 
Rome and South Rome burnt mer- 
rily. The great brick smoke stacks 
of the Noble Foundry were blown 
up with powder blasts, and the build- 
ings then fired. Only isolated struc- 
tures escaped, until there was 
no place much to do business, and 
less business to do than places. A 
livery stable caught, and the odor of 
burning horseflesh could be detected 
for several blocks. The whinnies of 
the horses told of their awful plight. 

*Not J. E. B. Stuart. 
**Authority : Wm. M. Hardin. 
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With this kind of a gesture, Gen. 
Corse bade farewell to Rome. Had 
he fiddled a s  well, the picture could 
have been little less complete. There 
was more work for him to do. As 
Sherman left Kingston, he said: 
"Corse, the torch." It was not always 
Corse who happened to be convenient. 
Gen. Davis was hard by when Gen. 
Sherman on Nov. 21 found himself on - 

"en. Sherman no doubt traversed after the 
war a considerable par t  of his course throi~sh 
Georgia, t o  verify data for his book. I3e was 
interested in the Tecumseh Iron W I J ~ ~ S  a t  Te- 
cumseh. Cherokee Cq.. Ala., two miles north of 
Borden-Wheeler Springs, and the manager of 
that concern, Gen. Willard Warner, a member 
of Gen. Sherman's staff, used to buy larg: quan- 
tities of goods through the wholesale nroecry 
house of Berrys & Co. (later Montgomery, l lc -  
Laurin & Co.), of Rome. On one occasion, 
about 1880, Gen. Sherman came ~n'lnnounced 
to Rome, and spent some little time waiting to 
change trains a t  the Rome Railroad depot, 
going to or coming from Tecumseh. Several 
Romans recognized him by his stubby chin dee- 
orations and shook hands with him. I t  was 
too soon after the war, however, and most of 
the little crowd contented thernselvcs with a 
look a;nd grunt from a distance. and voted hiln 
the ugliest mortal they had ever ;?en. 

the Howell Cobb plantation in middle 
Georgia. Hardly a scrap of that place 
was spared, because Cobb had just 
left a cabinet position a t  Washington. 

Although i t  is popularly accepted 
tha t  Sherman's March ito the Sea 
started a t  7 a. m:, Nov. 15, from At- 
lanta, the prelimlnaries were staged 
a t  Rome, Kingston, Cartersville and 
other aoints north of the capital. 

The stern injunction, "Leave 
not a blade of grass that  a grass- 
hopper could subsist upon !" was 
likewise applicable t o  the conduct 
of the army in the upper section 
of the state. 

I t  was a devastating scourge, 
this march ; i t  left many a wrecked 
fortune, bleeding heart and broken 
spirit, but i t  was also the forerun- 
ner of a new era of developmeilt 
and progress for the entire South- 
land. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Sherman's Movements as Told by Himself 

N DEFERENCE t o  tlie 
feelings and preferences of 
a large majority of readers, 
an effort was made t o  ob- 

tain a complete and accurate ac- 
count of the troop movements 
around Rome, written from the 
Southern viewpoint. Gen. Jos. E. 
Johnston's story was consulted, 
but it contained such a scanty ref- 
erence t o  Rome that it was con- 
sidered unavailable for the pur- 
pose. Other works that have fal- 
len under the notice of the author 
have likewise failed to  satisfy the 
curiosity for details, hence the  ac- 
count hy Gen. Sherman is present- 
ed herewith, in the belief that  the 
fairness and accuracy of i t  will 
comment1 it t o  all. The extracts 
are from the "Memoirs of Gen. 
Wm. T. Sherman, Vol. I1 (D. Ap- 
pleton & Co., New York, N. Y., 
1875). 

On the 18th day of March, 1864, a t  
Nashville, Tenn., I relieved Lt. Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant in command of the 
Military Division of the Mississippi, 
embracing the Departments of the 
Ohio, Cumberland, Tennessee and 
Arkansas, commanded respectively by 
Maj. Gens. Schofield, Thomas, Mc- 
Pherson and Steele. General Grant 
was in the act of starting east  to as- 
sume command of all the Armies of 
the United States, but  more particu- 
larly to give direction in person to 
the Armies of the Potomac and James 
operating against Richmond. 

In the early par t  of April I was 
much disturbed by a bold raid made 
by the rebel General Forrest between 
the Mississippi and Tennessee rivers. 
He reached the Ohio River at Padu- 
cah, but  was handsomely repulsed by 
Colonel Hicks. He then swung 
down toward Memphis, massacring 
a par t  of its garrison, composed 
wholly of negro troops. No doubt 
Forrest's .men acted like a set 
of barbarians, shooting down the help- 
less negro garrison, but I am told that 
Forrest personally disclaim~s any 
active participation in the assault and 
that he stopped the firing a s  soon as 

he could. I was told by hundreds of 
our men, who were a t  various times 

risoners in Forrest's possession, that  
Re was usually very kind to them. 

Writing from Nashville head- 
quarters Apr. 10, 1864, Gen. Sher- 
man outlined to  Gen. Grant a t  
Washington some of the plans for  
his campaign against Atlanta, via 
Ringgold, Dalton, Resaca, Rome, 
Cartersville, Kingston, Allatoona 
and Marietta : 

McPherson will have nine divisions 
of the Army of the Tennessee; if A. J. 
Smith gets here he will have full 30,- 
000 of the best men in  America. He 
will cross the Tennessee a t  Decatur 
and Whitesburg, march toward Rome 
and feel for  Thomas. If Johnston 
falls behind the Coosa, then McPher- 
son will push for Rome, and if John- 
ston falls behind the Chattahoochee, 
a s  I believe he will, then McPherson 
will cross over and join Thomas. 

On Apr. 28, Gen. Sherman re- 
moved his headquarters to  Chatta- 
nooga, and on May 5 he took the 
field personally and marched with 
about 100,000 men into Georgia 
against Gen. Johnston, who re- 
treated from Dalton after a brief 
skirmish stand. 

On May 11 the Federal com- 
mander, then at Tunnel Hill, Whit- 
field County, ordered Cren. McPher- 
son, in Sugar Valley, to  anticipate 
Gen. Johnston's evacuation of Dal- 
ton by sending Gen. Garrard by 
Surninerville to threaten Rome and 
that flank. Instead of taking the 
small Confederate garrison a t  Re- 
saca, Gordon County, Gen. Mc- 
Pherson fell back into a defensive 
position in Sugar Valley, on the 
Resaca side of Snake Creek Gap. 
Sherman continues : 

Johnston, a s  I anticipated, had 
abandoned all  his well-prepared de- 
fenses a t  Dalton and was found inside 
of Resaca with the bulk of his army, 
holding his  divisions well In hand, 
acting purely on the defensive, and 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



fighting well a t  all points of conflict. 
A complete line of entrenchments was 
found covering the place, and this was 
strongly manned a t  all points. On the 
14th we closed in, enveloping the town 
on its north and west, and during the 
15th we had a continual day of battle 
and skirmish. At the same time I 
caused two pontoon bridges to be laid 
across the Oostanaula river a t  Lay's 
Ferry, about three miles below the 
town, by which we could threaten Cal- 
houn, a station on the railroad seven 
miles below Resaca. I also dispatched 
Gkn. Garpard with his cavalry di- 
vision down the Oostanaula by the 
Rome road, with orders to cross over, 
if possible, and to attack or threaten 
the railroad a t  any point below Cal- 
houn and above Kingston. 

During the 15th, without attempt- 
ing to assault the fortified works, we 
pressed a t  all points, and the sound 
of cannon and musketry rose all day 
to the dignity of a battle. Toward 
evening McPherson moved his whole 
line of battle forward, till he had 
gained a ridge overlooking the town, 
from which his field artillery could 
reach the railroad bridge across the 
Oostanaula. The enemy made several 
attempts to drive him away, but in 
every instance he was repulsed with 
bloody loss. 

Hooker's Corps had also had some 
heavy and handsome fighting that aft- 
ernoon and night on the left, where 
the Dalton road entered the entrench- 
ments, capturing a 4-gun entrenched 
battery, with its men and guns; and 
generally all our men showed the finest 
fighting qualities'. 'Howra~!d"~s Oorps 
had followed Johnston down from 
Dalton and was in line; Stoneman's 
Division of Cavalry had also got up, 
and was on the extreme left, beyond 
the Oostanaula. On the night of May 
15 Johnston got his army across the 
bridges, set them on fire and we en- 
tered Resaca a t  daylight. Our loss 
up to that time was about 600 dead 
and 3,375 wounded. 

That Johnston had deliberately de- 
signed in advance to give up such 
strong positions as Dalton and Resaca, 
for the purpose of drawing us farther 
South, is simply absurd. Had he re- 
mained in Dalton another hour it 
would have been his total defeat, and 
he only evacuated Resaca because his 
safety demanded it. The movement 
by us through Snake Creek Gap was 
a total surprise to him. My army 
about doubled his in size, but he had 
all the advantage of natural positions, 
of artificial forts and roads, and of 

concentrated action. We were com- 
pelled to grope our way through for- 
ests, across mountains with a large 
army, necessarily more or less dis- 
persed. 

Johnston having retreated, imme- 
diate pursuit was begun. A division 
of infantry (Jefferson C. Davis') was 
at once dispatched down the valley 
toward Rome, to support Garrard's 
Cavalry, and the whole army was or- 
dered to pursue-McPherson by Lay's 
Ferry, on the right, Thomas directly 
by the railroad, and Schofield by the 
left, by the old road that crossed the 
Oostanaula above Echota or Newtown. 
We hastily repaired the railroad 
bridge a t  Resaca, which had been par- 
tially burned, and built a temporary 
floating bridge out of timber and ma- 
terials found on the spdt, so that 
Thomas got his advance corps over 
during the Nth, and marched as fa r  
as Calhoun, where he came into com- 
munication with McPherson's troops, 
which had crossed the Oostanaula a t  
Lay's Ferry by our pontoon bridges 
previously laid. Inasmuch a s  the 
bridge a t  Resaca was overtaxed, 
Hooker's Twentieth Corps was also 
diverted to cross by the fords and 
ferries above Resaca, in the neighbor- 
hood of Echota. 

On the 17th, toward evening, the 
head of Thomas' column, Newton's Di- 
vision, encountered the rear guard of 
Johnston's Army near Adairsville. I 
was near the head of the column at  
the time, trying to get a view of the 
position of the enemy from an eleva- 
tion in an open field. My party at- 
tracted the fire of a battery; a shell 
uassed through the group of staff of- 
ficers and burst just beyond, which 
scattered us promptly. The next 
morning the enemy had disappeared, 
and our pursuit was continued to 
Kingston, which we reached during 
Sunday afternoon, the 19th. 

From Resaca the railroad runs 
nearly due south, but a t  Kingston it 
makes junction with another railroad 
from Rome, and changes direction due 
east (west). At that  time McPher- 
son's head of column was about four 
miles to the west of Kingston, a t  a 
country place called "Woodlawn;" 
Schofield and Hooker were on the di- 
rect roads leading from Newtown to 
Cassville, diagonal t o  the route fol- 
lowed by Thomas. Thomas' head of 
column, which had followed the coun- 
try roads alongside of the railroad, 
was about four miles east of Kingston, 

,toward Cassville. About noon I got 
a message from him that he had found 
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the enemy drawn up in line of battle During the night I had reports from 
on some extensive, open ground, about McPherson, Hooker and Schofield. The 

. half-way between Kingston and Cass- former was about five miles to m y  
ville, and that appearances indicated right rear, near the "nitre caves;"" 
a willingness and preparation for bat- Schofield was about six mile:; north 
tle. and Hooker between us, within two 

Hurriedly sending orders to Mc- 
Pherson to resume the march, to 
hasten forward by roads leading to 
the south of Kingston, so as to leave 
for Thomas' troops and trains the use 
of the main road, and to come up on 
his right, I rode forward rapidly over 
some rough gravel hills, and about six 
miles from Kingston found Gen. 
Thomas with his troops deployed; but 
he reported that the enemy had fallen 
back in echelon of divisions, steadily 
and in superb order, into Cassville. 

I knew that the roads by which 
Gens. Hooker and Schofield were ap- 
proaching would lead them to a sem- 
inary near Cassville, and that i t  was 
all-important to secure the oint of 
junction of these roads with t 1 e main 
road along which we were marching. 
Therefore, I ordered Gen. Thomas to 
push forward his deployed lines a s  
rapidly a s  possible, and as  night was 
approaching, I ordered two field bat- 
teries to close up a t  a gallop on some 
woods which lay between us and the 
town of Cassvilie. Wekould not see 
the town by reason of these woods, 
but a high range of hills just back of 
the town was visTble over the tree tops. 
On these hills could be seen fresh- 
made parapets and the movement of 
men, against whom I directed the ar- 
tillery to fire a t  long range. 

The stout resistance made by the 
enemy along our whole front of a 
couple of miles indicated a purpose to 
fight a t  Cassville, and as  the night 
was closing in, Gen. Thomas and I 
were together, along with our skirmish 
lines near the seminary, on the edge 
of the town, where musket bullets 
from the enemy were cutting the 
leaves of the trees pretty thickly 
about us. We went back to the bat. 
tery, where we passed the night on 
the ground. 
- 

*The wonderful cave visited in 1835 by John 
Howard Payne. Col. Mark A. Hardin, mem- 
ber of Morgan's Cavalry, had bought it in 
1861, and with several hundreds of slaves work- 
ing, had sent quantities of nitre to Knoxville 
to make gunpowder for the Confederate Army. 
He refused an offer of $100,000 for the cave, 
and shortly afterward, it was seized by the 
Confederate Government, which was in charge 

. when Gen. Sherman captured it. Authority: 
Miss Virginia Hardin, of Atlanta. It is said 
thb cave's tributaries extend several miles, and 
that they have never been thoroughly explored. 
The p l w  is visited yearly by thousands, nota- e 
bly by the Boy Smuts. 

miles. All were ordered to close d ~ w n  
on Cassville a t  daylight, and to attack 
the enemy wherever found. Skirmish- 
ing was kept up all night, but when 
day broke the next morning, May 
20th, the enemy was gone, and our 
cavalry was sent in pursuit. These 
reported him beyond the Etowah Riv- 
er. We were then well in advance of 
our railroad trains, so I determined 
to pause a few days to repair the rail- 
road. 

Nearly all the people of the coun- 
t ry  seemed to have fled with John- 
ston's Army, yet some few families 
remained, and from one of them I pro- 
cured a copy of an order which John- 
ston had made a t  Adairsville in which 
he recited that he had retreated as  
fa r  a s  strategy required, and that his 
army must be prepared for battle a t  
Cassville. The newspapers of the 
South, many of which we found, were 
loud in denunciation of Johnston's 
failing back before us without a se- 
rious battle, simply resisting h~ his 

COL. THOMAS W. ALEXANDER, once Mayor 
of Rome, in the uniform he wore as a Con- 
federate Army officer. 
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skirmish line and rear guard. Eut 
his friends proclaimed that  i t  was all 
strategic, that  he was deliberately 
drawing us farther and farther into 
the meshes, farther and farther away 
from our base of supplies, and that 
in due season he would not only halt 
for  hattle, but assume the bold oben- 
sire. 

Of course i t  was to my interest to 
bring him to battle a s  soon a s  possi- 
ble, when our numerical superiority 
was a t  the greatest; for  he was pick- 
ing up his detachments a s  he fell 
back, whereas I was compelled to make 
similar and stronger detachments to 
repair the railroads a s  we advanced, 
and to  guard them. I found a t  Cass- 
ville many evidences of preparation 
for a grand battle, among them a 
long line of fresh entrenchments on 
the hill beyond the town, extending 
nearly three miles to the south, em- 
bracing the railroad crossing. I was 
also convinced that the whole of Polk's 
corps had joined Johnston from Mis- 
sissippi, and that he had in hand three 
full corps, viz., Hood's, Polk's and Har- 
dee's, numbering about 60,000 men, 
and could not then imagine why he 
had declined battle, and did not l e ~ r n  
the real reason till after the wa;: was 
over, and then from Gen. Johnston 
himself. 

I n  the autumn of 1865, when in 
command of the Military Division of 
the Missouri, I went from St. Louis 
to Little Rock, Ark., and afterward 
to Memphis. Taking a steamer for 
Cairo, I found a s  fellow passengers 
Gens. Johnston and Frank Blair. We 
were, of course, on the most friendly 
terms, and on our way up we talked 
over our battles again, played cards, 
and questioned each other a s  to par- 
ticular parts of our mutual conduct 
in the game of war. I told Johnston 
that  I had seen his order of prepara- 
tion, in the nature of an  address to 
his army, announcing his purpose to 
retreat no more, but to accept battle 
a t  Cassville. He answered tha t  such 
was his purpose; that he had left 
IIardee9s corps in the open fields to 
check Thomas and gain time for his 
formations on the ridge, just behind 
Cassville; and it was this corps that  
Gen. Thomas had seen deployed, and 
whose handsome movement in retreat 
he had reported in such complimenta- 
r y  * terms. Johnston described how he 
had placed Hood's Corps on the right, 
Polk's in the center and Hardee's on 
the left. He said he had ridden over 
the ground, given to each corps com- 
mander his position and orders to 

throw up parapets during the night; 
tha t  he was with Hardee on his ex- 
treme left a s  the night closed in, and 
a s  Hardee's troops fell back to  the 
position assigned them for the intend- 
ed battle of the next day; and that 
after giving Hardee some general in- 
structions he and his staff rode back 
to Cassville. As he entered the town, 
o r  village, he met Gens. Hood and 
Polk. Hood inquired of him if he  had 
had anything to eat, and he said no, 
tha t  he was both hungry and tired, 
when Hood invited him to go and share 
a supper which had been prepared for 
him a t  a house close by. 

A t  the supper they discussed the 
chances of the impending battle, when 
Hood spoke of the ground assigned to 
him a s  being enfiladed by our (Union) 
artillery, which Johnston disputed, 
when Gen. Polk chimed in with the 
remark that  Gen. Hood was right; 
tha t  the cannon shots fired .by us 
a t  nightfall had enfiladed their gen- 
eral line of battle, and for this reason 
he feared they could not hold their 
men. Gen. Johnston was surprised at 
this, for he understood Gen. Hood to 
be one of those who professed to crit- 
icize his strategy, contending that,  in- 
stead of retreating, he should have 
risked a battle. Gen. Johnston said 
he was provoked, accused them of 
having been in conference, with be- 
ing beaten before b%ttle, and added 
tha t  he was unwilling to  engage i n  
a critical battle with an  army so su- 
perior to his own in numbers, with 
two of his three corps commanders 
dissatisfied with the ground and posi- 
tions assigned them. He then and there 
made up his mind to retreat still far-  
ther South, to put the Etowah River 
and the Allatoona Range between us; 
and he a t  once gave orders to resume 
the retrograde movement. 

This was my recollection of the sub- 
stance of the conversation, of which I 
made no note a t  the time; but  at a 
meeting of the Society of the Army 
of the Cumberland some years after,  
a t  Cleveland, O., about 1868, in a short 
after-dinner speech I related this con- 
versation, and i t  got into print. Sub- 
sequently, in the spring of 1870, when 
I was a t  New Orleans, en route for 
Texas, Gen. Hood called to see me 
a t  the St. Charles Hotel, explained 
that  he had seen my speech reprint- 
ed in the newspapers and gave me his 
version of the same event. He stated 
that  he had argued against fighting 
the battle purely on the defensive, but 
had asked Gen. Johnston to  permit him 
with his own corps and part of Polk's 
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to quit their lines and to march rapid- 
ly to attack and overwhelm Schofield, 
who was known to be separated from 
Thomas by an interval of nearly five 
miles, claiming that he could have de- 
feated Schofield and got back to  his 
position in time to meet Gen. Thomas' 
attack in front. He also stated that 
he had contended with Johnston for 
the "offensive-defensive" game, instead 
of the pure "defensive," as proposed 
by Gen. Johnston; and he said i t  was 
at this time that Gen. Johnston had 
taken offense, and that i t  was for this 
reason that he had ordered the retreat 
that night. As subsequent events es- 
tranged these two officers, i t  is very 
natural they should now differ on this 
point; but i t  was sufficient for us that 
the rebel army did retreat that night, 
leaving us masters of all the country 
above the Etowah River. 

For the purposes of rest, to give 
time for the repair of the railroads 
and to replenish supplies, we lay by 
some few days in that quarter-Scho- 
field with Stoneman's cavalry holding 
the ground a t  Cassville Depot, a t  
Cartersville, and the Etowah Bridge; 
Thomas holding his ground near Cass- 
ville, and McPherson that near King- 
ston. The officer intrusted with the 
repair of the railroads was Col. W. 
W. Wright, a railroad engineer, who, 
with about 2,000 men, was so indus- 
trious and skillful that the bridge a t  
Resaca was rebuilt in three days, and 
cars loaded with stores came forward 
to Kingston on the 24th. The tele- 
graph also brought us the news of the 
desnerate and bloodv battles of the 
~ifderness ,  in virgi;ia, and that Gen. 
Grant was pushing his operations 
against Lee with terrific energy. I 
was therefore resolved to give my 
enemy no rest. 

In  early days, 1844, when a lieu- 
tenant of the Third Artillery, I had 
been sent from Charleston, S. C., to 
Marietta, Ga., to assist Inspector Gen- 
eral Churchill to take testimony con- 
cerning certain losses of horses and 
accoutrements by the Georgia Volun- 
teers during the Florida War; and 
after completing the work a t  Marietta 
we transferred our party over to 
Bellefonte, Ala. I had ridden the dis- 
tance on horseback, and had noted well 
the topography of the country, espe- 
cially that about Kennesaw, Allatoona 
and the Etowah River. On that oc- 
casion I had stopped some days with 
a Colonel Tumlin," to see some remark- 
able Indian mounds on the Etowah 
River, usually called the "Hightower." 
*Lewis Tumlin. 

I therefore knew that the Allatoona 
Pass was very strong, would be hard 
to force, and resolved not even to at- 
tempt it, but to turn the position by 
moving from Kingston to Marietta via 
Dallas; accordingly, I made orders on 
May 20 to get ready for the march 
to begin on the 23d. The army of 
the Cumberland was ordered to march 
for Dallas, by Euharlee and Stiles- 
boro; Davis's Division, then a t  Rome, 
by Van Wert; the Army of the Ohio 
to keep on the left of Thomas, by a 
place called Burnt Hickory; and the 
Army of the Tennessee to march for 
a position a little to the South, so as  
to be on the right of the general army 
when grouped about Dallas. The move- 
ment contemplated leaving our rail- 
road, and to depend for 20 days on 
the contents of our wagons; and as  
the country was very obscure; mostly 
in a state of nature, densely wooded 
and with few roads, our movements 
were necessarily slow. We crossed 
the Etowah by several bridges and 
fords, and took as many roads a s  pos- 
sible, keeping up communication by 
cross-roads, or by couriers through 
the woods. I personally joined Gen. 
Thomas, who had the center, and was 
consequently the main column, or "col- 
umn of direction." The several col- 
umns followed generally the Valley of 
the Euharlee, a tributary coming into 
the Etowah from the South, and grad- 
ually crossed over a ridge of moun- 
tains, parts of which had been work- 
ed over for gold, and were conse- 
quently full of paths and unused 
wagon roads or tracks. 

A "cavalry picket" of the enemy a t  
Burnt Hickory was captured and had 
on his person an order from Gen. 
Johnston, dated a t  Allatoona, which 
showed that he had detected my pur- 
pose of turning his position, and it 
accordingly became necessary to use 
great caution, lest some of the minor 
columns should fall into ambush, but, 
luckily, the enemy was not much more 
familiar with that part of the coun- 
try than we were. On the other side 
of the Allatoona Range, the Pumpkin- 
Vine Creek, also a tributary of the 
Etowah, flowed north and west; Dal- 
las, the point aimed at, was a small 
town on the other, or east side of this 
creek, and was a point of concentra- 
tion of a great many roads that led 
in every direction. Its possession would 
be a threat to Marietta and Atlanta, 
but I could not then venture to at- 
tempt either, till I had regained use 
of the railroad, a t  least as f a r  down 
as its ,debouch from the Allatmna 
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Range of mountains. Therefore, the 
movement was chiefly designed to com- 
pel Johnston to give up Allatoona. 

In his description of the "drawn 
battle" of New Hope Church a t  
Dallas, Paulding County, May 26, 
Gen. Sherman notes that Gen. Jef- 
ferson C. Davis' Federal Garrison 
or  Division of the Fourteenth Ar- 
my Corps had left Rome and come 
to his assistance. H e  says he or- 
dered Gen. Hooker to capture the 
New Hope position the night of 
the 25th, if possible, and goes on : 

The woods were so dense and the 
resistance so spirited that Hooker 
could not carry the position, though 
the battle was noisy and prolonged 
far  into the night. From the bloody 
fighting there for the next week it 
was called by the soldiers "Hell-Hole." 
The night was pitch-dark, it rained 
hard and the convergence of our col- 
umns toward Dallas produced much 
confusion. I am sure similar confusion 
existed in the army opposed to us, for 
we were all mixed up. I slept on the 
ground without cover, alongside of L 
log, got little sleep, resolved a t  day- 
light to renew the battle. The battle 
was renewed, and without success. A 
continual battle was in progress by 
strong skirmish lines taking advan- 
tage of every species of cover, and 
both parties fortifying each night by 
rifle-trenches, with head-logs. Occ;, 
sionally one party or the other would 
make .a dash in the nature d a sally, 
but usually i t  sustained a repulse with 
g ~ e a t  loss of life. I visited personally 
all parts of our lines nearly every 
day, was constantly within musket 
range, and though the fire of mus- 
ketry and cannon resounded day and 
night along the whole line, I rarely 
saw a dozen of the enemy a t  one 
time, and these were always skirmish- 
ers, dodging from tree to tree, or be- 
hind logs on the ground, or who oc- 
casionally showed their heads above 
the hastily-constructed but redark. 
ably strong rifle-trenches. On the oc- 
casion of my visit to McPherson on the 
30th of May, while standing with a 
group of officers, among whom were 
Gens. McPherson, Logan and Barry, 
and Col. Taylor, my former chief of 
artillery, a Minie ball passed through 
Logan's coat sleeve, scratching the 
skin, and struck Col. Taylor square 
in the breast; luckily, he had in his 
pocket a famous memorandum book in 
which he kept a sort of diary, about 
which we used to joke him a good deal; 

its thickness saved his life, breaking 
the force of the ball. 

Next are chronicled the bat- 
tles before the fall of Atlanta, 
Sept. 2, 1861. Gen. Johnston had 
now been succeeded in command 
in Georgia by Gen. John B. Hood, 
and Hood led Sherman a merry 
chase back toward Rome and over 
a considerable part of the terri- 
tory that  had been traversed on 
the drive down. Atlanta was or- 
dered evacuated by the civilian 
population, and in reply to  pro- 
tests, Gen. Sherman wrote Gen. 
H. W. Halleck, chief of staff, a t  
Washington : 

If the people raise a howl against 
my barbarity and cruelty, I wlll an- 
swer that war is war, and not pop- 
ularity-seeking. If they want peace, 
they and their relatives must stop the 
war. 

By date Sept. 28, 1864, Gen. Hal- 
leck wrote Gen. Sherman, "I 
would destroy every mill and fac- 
tory within reach that I did not 
want for my own use. This the 
rebels have done, not only in Ma- 
ryland and Pennsylvania, but also 
in Virginia and other rebel states, 
when compelled t o  fall back before 
our armies. In many sections of 
the country they have not left  a 
mill to  grind grain for their own 
suffering families, Lest we might 
use them t o  supply our armies. We 
must do the same."* 

Hearing that Gen. Joe Wheel- 
er's Confederate Cavalry was 
threatening the railroad commu- 
nications in Middle Tennessee and 
that Gen. Forrest was coming up 
from Mississippi t o  join him, Gen. 
Sherman ordered Newton's di- 
vision of the Fourth Army Corps 
back to  Chattanooga, Corse's di- 
vision of the Seventeenth Corps 
back to  Rome, and warned other 
commands t o  watch out. 

"I take i t  for granted that Forrest 
will cut our road, but think we can 
prevent him from making. a serions - 

*This message was received at Rome. 
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lodgment," wirccl Cen. Sherman Sept. 
29, 1864, to Gen. Halleck. "His cav- 
alry will travel a hundred miles where 
ours will ten. I have sent two divis- 
ions up to Chattanooga and one to 
Rome. Our roads should be watched 
from the rear. I prefer for the fu- 
ture to make the movement on Mil- 
len, Milledgeville and Savannah. Hood 
now rests 24 miles south, on the Chat- 
tahoochee, with his r ight  on the West 
Point road. I can whip his infantry, 
but his cavalry is to be feared." 

The Union army under com- 
mand of Gen. Sherman had been 
radically reconstituted, and he 
claimed 60,000 infantry and artil- 
lery, with two small divisions of 
cavalry, in the pursuit after Gen. 
Hood, whose forces he estimated 
at 35,000 to  40,000 men, including 
about 3,000 of cavalry under Gen. 
Wheeler. 

"We had strong railroad guards a t  
Marietta and Kennesaw, Allatoona, 
Etowah Bridge, Kingston, Rome, Re- 
saca, Dalton, Ringgold and Chatta- 
nooga," continues the Sherman nar- 
rative. "All the important bridges 
were likewise protected by good block 
houses, admirably constructed, and 
capable of a strong defense against 
cavalry or infantry We crossed the 
Chattahoochee River during the 3rd 
and 4th of October, rendezvoused a t  
the old battlefield of Smyrna Camp, 
and the next day reached Marietta 
and Kennesaw. On the 4th of Octo- 
ber I signalled from Vining's Station 
to Kennesaw, and from Kennesaw to 
Allatoona, over the heads of the enemy, 
a message to Gen. Corse a t  Rome, to 
hurry back to the assistance of the 
garrison a t  Allatoona, which was held 
by a small brigade commanded by 
Lieut. Col. Tourtelotte, my present 
aide de camp, who had two small re- 
doubts on either side of the railroad, 
overlooking the village of Allatoona 
and the warehouses, in which were 
stored over a million rations of bread.'' 

Here he comes to  the Big Shan- 
ty neighborhood : 

Reaching Kennesaw Mountain about 
8 a. m. of Oct. 5 (a  beautiful day), 
I had a superb view of the vast pan- 
orama to the north and west. To the 
southwest, abon:; Dallas, could be seen 
the smoke of cardpfims, indicating 
the presence of a large force or̂  tho 
enemy, and the whole line of railroad 
from Big Shanty up  to Allatoona (full 
fifteen miles) was marked by the fires 

of the burning railroad. We could 
plainly see the smoke of battle about 
Allatoona and hear the faint reverber- 
ation of the cannon. 

The signal officer on Kennesaw re- 
ported that  since daylight he had fail- 
ed to obtain any answer to his call 
for Allatoona; but while I was with 
him he caught a faint glimpse of the 
tell-tale f lag through an embrasure 
and after much time he made out 
these letters: "C," "R," "S," "E," 
"H," "E," "R," and translated the mes- 
sage, "Corse is here." 

Later in the afternoon the signal 
f lag announced that  the attack a t  Al- 
latoona had been fairly repulsed. The 
next day my aide, Col. L. M. Dayton, 
received this characteristic despatch 
from Gen. Corse a t  Allatoona: "I am 
short a cheekbone and an ear, but am 
able to whip all hell yet! My losses 
are very heavy. A force moving from 
Stilesboro to Kingston gives me some 
anxiety. Tell me where Sherman is." 

Inasmuch a s  the enemy had retreat- 
ed southwest and would probably next 
appear a t  Rome, I ordered Gen. Corse 
to get back to Rome with his troops 
a s  quickly a s  possible. Gen. Corse's 
report of his fight a t  Allatoona is 
very full and graphic. It is dated 
Rome, Oct. 27, 1864; recites the fact 
that he received his orders by signal 
to go to the assistance of Allatoona on 
the 4th, when he telegraphed t o  Kings- 
ton for cars, and a train of 30 empty 
cars was started for him, but  about 
ten of them got off the track and 
caused delay. By 7 p. m. he  had a t  
Rome a train of 20 cars, which he 
loaded up with Col. Rowett's Brigade 
and par t  of the Twelfth Illinois In- 
fantry;  started a t  8 p. m., reached 
Allatoona (35 miles) a t  1 a. m. of 
the 5th and sent the train back for  
more men; but the road was in bad 
order and no more came in time. 

The gallallt Major Gen. S. G. 
French, commanding some 4,000 
Confederates, surrounded the 2,000 
Federals under Gen. Corse and Col. 
Tourtelotte, and sent in a demand 
for surrender "to avoid a needless 
effusion of blood." Gen. Corse re- 
fused to  surrender; he was badly 
wounded ; Gen. French withdrew 
a t  the approach of a superior force 
from Sherman's army. A bullet 
cut across Gen. Corse's face and 
punctured one of his ears;  Col. 
Tourtelotte was shot through the 
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hips, b u t  coiltiiiued to c o m m a n d ;  
Col. Redfield, of t h e  39th Iowa 
reg imen t ,  w a s  killed, and  Col. 
R o w e t t ,  a lso of t h e  Un ion  a r m y ,  
was \\rounded. Corse's casual t ies  
were 707, or inore  t h a n  one- third 
of h is  command.  Gen. Sherman 's  
account  continues : 

I n  person I reached Allatoona on 
the 9th of October, still in doubt a s  
to Hood's immediate intentions. Our 
cavalry could do little against his in- 
fantry in the rough and wooded coun- 
t r y  about Dallas, which masked the 
enemy's movements; but Gen. Corse, 
a t  Rome, with Spencer's First Ala- 
bama Cavalry and a mounted regi- 
ment of Illinois Infantry, could feel 
the country south of Rome about 
Cedartown and Villa Rica, and report- 
ed the enemy to be in force a t  both 
places. On the 9th I telegraphed to 
Gen. Thomas a t  Nashville, a s  follows: 

"I came up here to relieve our road. 
The Twentieth Corps remains a t  At- 
lanta. Hood reached the road and 
broke it up between Big Shanty and 
Acworth. He attacked Allatoona, but 
was repulsed. We have plenty of bread 
and meat, but forage is scarce. I want 
to destroy all the road below Chatta- 
nooga, including Atlanta, and to make 
for  the seacoast. We can not defend 
this long line of road. 

And on the same day I telegraphed 
to Gen. Grant a t  City Point, Va.: 

"It will be a physical impossibility 
to protect the roads, now that  Hood, 
Forrest, Wheeler and the whole patch 
of devils are turned loose without 
home or habitation. I think Hood's 
movements indicate a diversion to the 
end of the Selma & Talladega road, a t  
Blue Mountain, about 60 miles south- 
west of Rome, from which he will 
threaten Kingston, Bridgeport and De- 
catur, Ala. I propose that- we break 
up the railroad from Chattanooga for- 
ward, and that we strike out with 
our wagons for  Milledgeville, Millen 
and Savannah. Until we can repopu- 
la te  Georgia, i t  is useless for  us to oc- 
cupy it; but the utter destruction of 
its roads, houses and people will crip- 
ple their military resources. By at-  
tempting to hold the roads we will lose 
.a thousand men each month, and will 
gain no result. I can make this march 
and  make Georgia howl! We have on 
hand over 8,000 head of cattle, and 
3,000,000 rations of bread, but no corn. 
W e  can find plenty of forage in the 
interior of the state." 

Meantime, the rebel Gen. Forrest 
had made a bold circuit in Mid- 
dle Tennessee, avoiding all forti- 
fied points, and breaking up the rail- 
road a t  several places; but a s  usual, 
he did his work so hastily and care- 
lessly that  our engineers soon repair- 
ed the damage-then retreating before 
Gen. Rousseau, he left the State of 
Tennessee, crossing the river near 
Florence, Ala., and got off unharmed. 

On the 10th of October the enemy 
appeared south of the Etowah River 
a t  Rome, when I ordered all the prm. 
ies to march to Kingston, rode myself 
to Cartersville with the 23rd Corps 
(Gen. Cox) and telegraphed from 
there to Gen. Thomas a t  Nashville: 

"It looks to me a s  though Hood was 
bound for  Tuscumbia. He is now 
crossing the Coosa River below Rome, 
looking west. Let me know if you can 
hold him with your forces now in Ten- 
nessee and the expected re-enforce- 
ments, as, in that  event, you know 
what I propose to  do. I will be a t  
Kingston tomorrow. I think Rome is 
strong enough to resist any attacks, 
and the rivers a re  all high. If he 
turns up by Summerville, I will get 
in behind him." 

And on the same day to Gen. Grant 
a t  City Point: 

"Hood is now crossing the Coosa, 
twelve miles below Rome, bound west. 
If he passes over to the Mobile & 
Ohio railroad, had I not better execute 
the plan of my letter sent you by Col- 
onel Porter, and leave Gen. Thomas, 
with the troops now in Tennessee, to 
defend the state? He will have an  am- 
ple force when the re-enforcements or- 
dered reach Nashville." 

I found Gen. ~ o h n  E. Smith a t  Car- 
tersville, and on the 11th rode on to 
Kingston, where I had telegraphic 
communications in all directions. From 
Gen. Corse, a t  Rome, I learned tha t  
Hood's army had disappeared, but in 
what direction he was still in doubt; 
and I was so strongly convinced of the 
wisdom of my proposition to change 
the whole tactics of the campaign, to 
leave Hood to Gen. Thomas, and to 
march across Georgia for Savannah 
o r  Charleston, that  I again telegraph- 
ed Gen. Grant: 

"We can not now remain on the de- 
fensive. With 25,999 infantry and the 
bold cavalry he has, Hood can con- 
stantly break my road. I would in- 
finitely prefer to make a wreck of the 
road and the country from Chatta- 
noog

a 

to Atlanta, including the lat- 
te r  city; send back all my wounded 
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and unserviceable men, and with my 
effective army move through Georgia, 
smashing things to the sea. Hood may 
turn into Tennessee and Kentucky, but 
I believe he will be forced to follow 
me. Instead of being on the defensive, 
I will be on the offensive. Instead of 
my guessing a t  what he means to do, 
he will have to guess a t  my plans. The 
difference in war would be fully 25 
per cent. I can make Savannah, 
Charleston or the mouth of the Chat- 
tahoochee (Appalachicola) . Answer 
quick, as I know we will not have the 
telegraph long." 

I received no answer to this a t  the 
time, and the next day went on to 
Rome, where the news came that Hood 
had made his appearance a t  Resaca 
and had demanded the surrender of 
the place, which was commanded by 
Col. Weaver, reinforced by Brevet 
Brig.-Gen. Raum. Gen. Hood had ev- 
idently marched with rapidity up the 
Chattooga Valley by Summerville. La- 
Fayette, Ship's Gap and Snake Creek 
Gap, and had with him his whole 
army, except a small force left behind 
to watch Rome. I ordered Resaca to 
be further reinforced by rail from 
Kingston, and ordered Gen. Corse to 
make a bold reconnoisance down the 
Coosa Valley, which captured and 
brought into Rome some cavalrymen 
and a couple of field guns, with their 
horses and men. At first I thought 
of interposing my whole army in the 
Chattooga Valley, so as  to prevent 
Hood's escape south; but I saw a t  a 
glance that he did not mean to fight, 
and in that event, after damaging the 
road all he could, he would be likely 
to retreat eastward by Spring Place, 
which I did not want him to do; and 
hearing from Gen. Raum that he still 
held Resaca safe, and that Gen. Ed- 
ward McCook had also got there with 
some cavalry re-enforcements, I turn- 
ed all the heads of columns from Re- 
saca, viz., Gen. Cox's from Rome; Gen. 
Stanley's from McGuirels, and Gen. 0. 
0. Howard's from Kingston. We all 
reached Resaca during that night, and 
the next morning (13th) learned that 
Hood's whole army had passed up 
the valley toward Dalton, burning the 
railroad and doing all the damage 
possible. On the 12th he had demand- 
ed the surrender of Resaca in the fol- 
lowing letter: 

Headquarters Army of Tennessee, 
In the Field, Oct. 12, 1864. 

To the Officer Commanding the Unit- 
ed States Forces a t  Resaca, Ga.: 
Sir: I demand the immediate and 

unconditional surrender of the post 

and garrison under your command, 
and, should this be acceded to, all 
white officers and soldiers will be 
paroled in a few days. If the place 
is carried by assault, no prisoners will 
be taken. 

Most respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

J. B. HOOD, General. 

To this, Col. Weaver, then in com- 
mand, replied : . - 
Headquarters Second Brigade, Third 

Division, Fifteenth Corps, Resaca, 
Ga., Oct. 12, 1864. 
To General J. B. Hood: Your com- 

munication of this date just received. 
In  reply I have to state that  I am 
somewhat surprised a t  the concluding 
paragraph, to the effect that if the 
place is carried by assault, no pris- 
oners will be taken. In my opinion, 
I can hold this post. If you want it, 
come and take it. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
your most ohdient servant, 

CLARK R. WEAVER, 
Commanding Officer. 

This brigade was very small, and 
as Hood's investment extended only 
from the Oostanaula, below the town, 
to the Connasauga, above, he left open 
the approach from the south, which 
enabled Gen. Raum and the cavalry of 
Gen. Edward McCook to re-enforce 
from Kingston. In  fact, Hood, admon- 
ished by his losses a t  Allatoona, did 
not attempt an assault a t  all, but lim- 
ited his attack to the above threat and 
to some skirmishing, giving his atten- 
tion chiefly to the destruction of the 
railroad, which he accomplished all 
the way up to Tunnel Hill, nearly 20 
miles, capturing en route the regiment 
of black troops a t  Dalton (Johnson's 
44th United States, colored). On the 
14th I turned Gen. Howard through 
Snake Creek Gap, and sent Gen. Stan- 
ley around by Tilton, with orders to 
cross the mountain to the west, so as 
to capture, if possible, the force left 
by the enemy in Snake Creek Gap. We 
found this gap very badly obstructed 
by fallen timber, but got through that 
night, and the next day the main army 
was a t  Villanow (Walker County). On . 
the morning of the 16th, the leading 
division of Gen. Howard's column, com- 
manded by Gen. Chas. R. Woods, car- 
ried Ship's Gap, taking prisoners part 
of the 24th South Carolina Regiment, 
which had been left there to hold us in 
check. 

The best information there obtained 
located Hood's army a t  LaFayette, 
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near which place I hoped to catch 
him and force him to battle; but by 
the time we had got enough troops 
across the mountain a t  Ship's Gap, 
Hood had escaped down the Valley of 
the Chattooga, and all we could do 
was to follow him as closely as  pos- 
sible. From Ship's Gap I dispatched 
couriers to Chattanooga, and received 
word back that Gen. Schofield was 
there, endeavoring to co-operate with 
me, but Hood had broken up the tele- 
graph, and had thus prevented quick 
communication. Gen. Schofield did 
not reach me until the army had got 
down to Gaylesville. Ala., about the 
21st of October. We quietly followed 
him down the Chattooga Valley to  the 
neighborhood of Gadsden, but failed 
the main armies near the Coosa River, 
a t  the mouth of the Chattooga. 

On Oct. 19 I telegraphed Gen. Amos 
Beckwith, chief commissary in At- 
lanta : 

"Hood will escape me. I want to 
prepare for my big raid. On the 1st 
of November I want nothing in At- 
lanta but what is necessary for war. 
Send all trash to the rear a t  once, and 
have on hand 30 days' food and but 
little forage. I propose to abandon 
Atlanta and the railroad back to Chat- 
tanooga, to sally forth to ruin Geor- 
gia, and bring up on the seashore. I 
will go down the Coosa until I am sure 
that Hood has gone to Blue Moun- 
tain." 

On the 21st of October I reached 
Gaylesville, had my bivouac in an open 
field back of the village, and remained 
there until the 28th. At Gaylesville 
the pursuit of Hood by the army un- 
der my immediate command may be 
said to have ceased. During the pur- 
suit the Fifteenth Corps was com- 
manded by its senior major general 
present, P. J. Osterhaus, in the ab- 
sence of Gen. John A. Logan; and the 
Seventeenth Corps was commanded by 
Brig. Gen. T. E. G. Ransom, the senior 
officer present, in the absence of Gen. 
Frank P. Blair. Gen. Ransom was a 
young, most gallant and promising of- 
ficer, son of the Col. Ransom who was 
killed a t  Chapultepec, in the Mexican 
War. He had served with the Army 
of the Tennessee in 1862 and 1863 a t  
Vicksburg, where he was severely 
wounded. He was not well when we 
started from Atlanta, but he insisted 
on going along with his command. His 
symptoms became more aggravated on 
the march, and when we were encamp- 
ed near Gaylesville I visited him in 
company with Surgeon John Moore, 
who said the case was one of typhoid 

fever, which would likely prove fatal. 
I few days later, viz., the 28th, he 
was being carried on a litter toward 
Rome; and as I rode from Gaylesville . 
to Rome I passed him by the way, stop- 
ped and spoke to him, but did not then 
suppose he was so near his end. The 
next day, however; his escort reached 
Rome, bearing his dead body. The of- 
ficer in charge reported that shortly 
after I had passed, his symptoms be- 
came so much worse that they stopped 
a t  a farm-house by the roadside, 
where he died that  evening. His body 
was a t  once sent to Chicago for burial, 
and a monument has been ordered by 
the Society of the Army of the Ten- 
nessee to be erected in his memory. 

I t  had become almost an ob- 
session with Gen. Sherman that 
13e should take up his proposed 
"March to the Sea," and now the 
opportunity was to be given him. 
Up to this time he had been kept 
pretty busy by Johnston, Hood, 
Wheeler and Forrest, and for them 
all had acquired a considerable ad- 
miration. He respected Johnston 
for his strategy and tenacious 
fighting against heavy odds; he 

JAMES NOBLE. SR.. head of the Noble fam- 
ily, which added to Rome's advancement and 
later established Anniston. 
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gave left-handed praise to Hood 
for his elusiveness; he worship- 

. ped the boldness of Wheeler's cav- 
alry; and he took off his hat to 
Forrest May 3, 1863, when For- 
rest's handful of men captured 
Streight with a force three times 
as large and marched the captives 
into Rome. 

Sherman reports that on Oct. 31, 
1864, "Forrest made his appearance 
on the Tennessee River opposite John- 
sonville (whence a new railroad led i;o 
Nashville), and with his cavalry and 
field pieces actually crippled and cap- 
tured two gunboats with five of our 
transports, a feat of arms which I 
confess excited my admiration. There 
is no doubt that the month of October 
closed to us looking decidedly squally; 
but somehow I was sustained in the 
belief that in a very few days the tide 
would turn." 

Oct. 28, 1864, found Gen. Sher- 
man quartered in the comfortable 
two-story frame dwelling of Ma- 
jor Chas. H. Smith. ("Bill Arp"), 
where the handsome modern home 
of Mrs. Chas. A. Hight now stands 
a t  312 Fourth Avenue, Rome. The 
general was .an exceedingly busy 
man. H e  did not have time for 
social entertainments, assuming 
that any of the "natives" felt in- 
clined t o  be sociable. He  was 
busy writing some dispatches, de- 
livering others orally, penning tel- 
egrams t o  Grant, Halleck and 
Thomas, snatching a hasty meal 
here and there and dashing away 
on his trusty charger. Assuming 
that he arrived in Rome the night 
of Oct. 28 and that he remained 
until the morning of Nov. 2, when 
he left for Kingston, he spent 
three and a half days on this oc- 
casion in the City of Seven Hills. 
He  had first visited Rome as a 
young army lieutenant in 1844, go- 
ing to Bellefonte, Ala., from Ma- 
rietta and back two months later 
by horseback, presumably follow- 
ing the same route both ways ; and 
again, Oct. 12, 1864, he mentions 
that he went to Rome from King- 
ston, and on the 14th was before 

Resaca, hence on that visit proba- 
bly stayed several hours. Gen. Jef- 
ferson C. Davis, having been sent 
down the Oostanaula River from 
Resaca toward Rome, May 16, 
1;robably arrived at Rome May 17, 
and made his headquarters at  the 
Smith home on Fourth Avenue 
until he executed orders issued 
May 20 by Sherman to  Ifarch 
May 23 for Dallas via Van Wert, 
a dead town of Polk County. Per- 
haps 20,000 men and nearly 1,000 
wagons in Davis' command 
marched on Rome, which was gar- 
risoned by a small Confederate 
force. After firing on the invaders 
from a fort on Myrtle Hill Ceme- 
tery, the Confederates evacuated 
the town, and the invaders crossed 
the Oostanaula River a t  the old 
Printup Wharf, midway between 
the present Second and Fifth Ave- 
nue bridges, on pontoons partly 
constructed of pews taken out of 
the churches of Rome. 

The plan of Sherman's advance 
had been this : The Army of the 
Ohio (Gen. McPherson) made up 
the left wing, and marched south- 
ward from Resaca on the left-hand 
side of the Western & Atlantic 
(state) railroad; the Army of the 
Cumberland (Gen. Thomas) made 
up the center and marched along 
the track and right-of-way; the 
Army of the Tennessee (Gen. 
McPherson) made up the right 
wing, and took the right-hand side. 
Davis' Division and Garrardys Cav- 
alry, dispatched to Rome, evident- 
ly were a part of the right wing, 
or  Army of the  Tennessee. In view 
of the fact that Gen. Sherman was 
traveling with his center and left 
in the close pursuit of Johi~stoll 
through Bartow County (Adairs- 
ville, Kingston, Cassville and Car- 
tersville) it is probable that dur- 
ing this period (May 18-20) the 
E'ederal commander did not come 
to  Rome. 

"On the first day of November, 
1864," writes Gen. Sherman in his 
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Memoirs, "I telegraphed very fully to 
Gen. Grant a t  City Point (who must 
have been disturbed by the wild ru- 
mors tha t  filled the country), and on 
the second of November ( a t  Rome) re- 
ceived this dispatch: 

" 'City Point, Va., Nov. 1, 1864,6 P. M. 
'; 'Major-General Sherman : 

"'Do you not think i t  advisable, 
now that  Hood has gone so f a r  north, 
to entirely ruin him before starting on 
your proposed campaign? With Hood's 
army destroyed, you can go where you 
please with impunity. I believed and 
still believe if you had started south 
while Hood was still in the neighbor- 
hood, he would have been forced to 
go after you. Now that  he is f a r  
away he might look upon the chase a s  
useless, and he will go in one direc- 
tion while you are pushing in another. 
If you can see a chance of destroying 
Hood's army, attend to tha t  first,  and 
make your other move secondary. 

" 'U. S. GRANT, Lieut.-Gen.' 

"My answer is dated: 
"Rome, Georgia, Nov. 2, 1864. 

"Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant, City 
Point, Virginia : 
"Your dispatch is received. If I 

could h o ~ e  to overhaul Hood. I would 
turn a g d n s t  him with my whble force; 
then he would retreat to the southwest, 
drawing me as a decoy away from 
Georgia, which is his chief object. If 
he ventures north of the Tennessee 
River, I may turn in  that direction, 
and endeavor to get below him on his 
line of retreat; but thus f a r  he has 
not gone above the Tennessee River. 
General Thomas will have a force 
strong enough to prevent his reaching 
any country in which we have a n  in- 
terest; and he has orders, if Hood 
turns to follow me, t o  push for Selma, 
Alabama. No single army can catch 
Hood and I am convinced the best re- 
sults will follow from our defeating 
Jeff Davis's cherished plan of making 
me leave Georgia by maneuvering. 
Thus f a r  I have confined my efforts to 
thwart this plan, and have reduced 
baggage so that  I can pick u p  and 
start in any direction; but I regard 
the pursuit of Hood a s  useless. Still, 
if he attempts to invade Middle Ten- 
nessee, I will hold Decatur and be pre- 
pared to move in tha t  direction; but 
unless I let go of Atlanta, my force 
will not be equal to his. 

"W. T. SHERMAN, Ma$-Gen." 

JVright, and with the labor of some 
1,500 men, the railroad break of fif- 
teen miles about Dalton was repaired 
so a s  to admit of the passage of cars, 
and I transferred my headquarters to 
Kingston as more central. (Note: By 
this last statement i t  is inevitable that  
his headquarters had been at Rome, 
and he was not there merely on one 
of his "rounds"). From that  place 
(Kingston) on the same day (Nov. 2) 
I again telegraphed to Gen. Grant: 

"Kingston, Ga., Nov. 2, 1864. 
"Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant, 

City Point, Virginia. 
"If I turn back, the whole effect 

of my campaign will be lost. By my 
movements I have thrown Beauregard 
(Hood) well to the west, and Thomas 
will have ample time and sufficient 
troops a t  Chattanooga and Atlanta, 
and I can stand a month's interruption 
to our communications. I do not be- 
lieve the Confederate army can reach 
our railroad lines except by cavalry 
raids, and Wilson will have cavalry 
enough to  checkmate them. I am clear- 
ly of the opinion tha t  the best results 
will follow my contemplated movement 
through Georgia. 

"W. T. SHERMAN, Maj.-Gen." 

By this date, under the intelligent J. A. GLOVER, banker and leading citizen, 
for many years closely identified with the 

and energetic action of Col. w. W. commercial development of Rome. 
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That same day I received, in answer 
to the Rome dispatch, the following: 
"City Point, Va., Nov. 2, 1862, 11:30 

A. M. 
"Major:General Sherman : 

"Your dispatch of 9 a. m yesterday 
is just received. I dispatched you the 
same date, advising that Hood's army, 
now that it had worked so f a r  north, 
ought to be looked upon now as the 
'object.' With the force, however, that  

, you have left with General Thomas, 
he must be able to take care of Eood 
and destroy him. I do not see that  
you can withdraw from where you are 
to follow h o d ,  without giving up all 
we have gained in territory. I say, 
then, go on as  you propose. 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieut.-Gen." 

Sherman's word to "go" was 
thus received while he was head- 
quartered a t  Kingston, and came 
in response to his urgent appeal 
from Rome, and in consequence 
of recommendations before. There 
is an evident error in the Grant 
message just above, dated Nov. 2 
and referring to  Sherman's Rome 
message, also dated Nov. 2, as 
"your dispatch of 9 a. m. yester- 
day." The Grant dispatch date 
undoubtedly should have been 
Nov. 3. 

This was the first time that Gen. 
Grant assented to the "March to the 
Sea" and although many of his warm 
friends and admirers insist that he 
was the author and projector of that 
march, and that  I simply executed his 
plans, Gen. Grant has never, in my 
opinion, thought so or said so. The 
truth is fully given in an  original let- 
ter  of President Lincoln, which I re- 
ceived a t  Savannah, Ga., and have a t  
this instant before me, every word of 
which is in his own familiar hand- 
writing. It is  dated- 

"Washington, Dec. 26, 1864. 

"When you were about leaving At- 
lanta for the Atlantic Coast, I was 
anxious, if not fearful ; but, feeling 
that you were the better judge, and 
remembering 'nothing risked, nothing 
gained,' I did not interfere. Now, the 
undertaking being a success, the honor 
is all yours; for I believe none of us 
went further than to acquiesce; and, 
taking the work of Gen. Thomas into 
account, a s  it should be taken, i t  is 
indeed a great success. Not only does 

i t  afford the obvious and immediate 
military advantages, but, in showing 
to the world that your army could be 
divided, putting the stronger part to 
an important new service, and yet 
leaving enough to vanquish the old op- 
posing force of the whole, Hood's 
army, it brings to those who sat in 
darkness to see a great light. But 
what next? I suppose it will be safer 
if 1 leave General Grant and yourself 
to decide. 

"A. LINCOLN." 
On the 2nd of November I was a t  

Kingston, Ga., and my four corps- 
the Fifteenth, Seventeenth, Four- 
teenth and Twentieth-with one divis- 
ion of cavalry, were strung from Rome 
to Atlanta. Our railroads and tele- 
graph had been repaired, and I de- 
liberately prepared for a march to Sa- 
vannah, distant 300 miles from Atlan- 
ta. All the sick and wounded men 
had been sent back by rail to Chat- 
tanooga; all our wagon trains had 
been carefully overhauled and load- 
ed, so as  to be ready to start on an  
hour's notice, and there was no se- 
rious enemy in our front. 

Gen. Hood remained still a t  Flor- 
ence, Ala., occupying both banks of 
the Tennessee River, busy in collect- 
ing shoes and clothing for his men 
and the necessary ammunition and 
stores with which to invade Tennessee. 
Beauregard was at Corinth, hastening 
forward these necessary preparations. 
Gen. Thomas was a t  Nashville, with 
Wilson's dismounted cavalry and a 
mass of new troops and quartermas- 
ter's employes, amply sufficient to de- 
fend the place. 

On the 6th of November, a t  Kings- 
ton, I wrote and telegraphed to Gen. 
Grant, reviewing the whole situation, 
gave him my full plan of action, stated 
that I was ready to march as soon as  
the election was over, and appointed 
Nov. 10 as the day for starting. On 
the 8th I received this dispatch: 

"City Point, Va., Nov. 7, 1864, 10:30 
P. M. 
"Major-General Sherman : 
"Your dispatch of this evening re- 

ceived. I see no present reason for , 

changinr: your plan. Should any arise, 
you will see it, or if I do I will in- 
form you. I think everything here is 
favorable now. Great good fort.une 
attend you! I believe you will be emi- 
nently successful, and a t  worst, can 
only make a march less fruitful than 
hoped for. 

"U. S. GRANT, Lieut.-Gen." 
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Meantime, trains of cars were whirl- 
ing by, carrying to the rear an im. 
mense amount of stores which had ac- 
cumulated a t  Atlanta and a t  the other 
stations along the railroad; and Gen. 
Steedman had come down to Kingston 
ta take charge of the final evacua- 
tion and withdrawal of the several 
garrisons below Chattanooga. (Enter 
another "villain !'?--Author.) 

On the 10th of November the move- 
ment may be said to have fairly be- 
gun. All the troops designed for the 
campaign were ordered to march for 
Atlanta, and Gen. Corse, before eva- 
cuating his post a t  Rome, was order- 
ed to burn all the mills, factories, ek., 
etc., that could be useful to the enemy 
should he undertake to pursue us or 
resume military possession of the 
country. This was done on the night 
of the 10th and next day Corse reach- 
ed Kingston. Maj. Gen. Jefferson 
Davis commanded the 14th Corps of 
the left wing. and Corse a division of 

swered "Dispatch received-all 
right," some of the marchers burnt 
a bridge, which severed the  tele- 
graph wire and cut all communi- 
cation with the rear. 

As we rode on toward Atlanta that 
night, I remember the railroad trains 
going to the rear with a furious speed; 
the engineers and the few men about 
the trains waving us an affectionate 
adieu. It surely was a strange event 
-two hostile armies marching in op- 
posite directions, each in the full be- 
lief that  i t  was achieving a final and 
conclusive result in a great war;  and 
I was strongly inspired with the feel- 
ing that  the movement on our part 
was a direct attack upon the rebel 
army and the rebel capita1 a t  Rich- 
mond, though a full thousand .miles of 
hostile country intervened, and that, 
for better or worse, it would end the 
war. 

the. 15th corps. . Thus started the ruthless cru- 
On the 1 2 t h ~  with a full staff, I sade of this modern Attila the 

started from Kingston for Atlanta, 
and about noon of that day we reach- in which of war 
ed Cartersville and sat on the edge touching the destruction of prop- 
of a porch to rest, when the telegraph erty and the treatmetit of human 
operator, Mr. Van Valkenburg, or Ed- beings in the broad swath of wai- dy, got the wire down from the poles 
to his lap, in which he held a small were Thus did wm- 
~ o c k e t  instrument. Calling "Chatta- Tecumseh Sherman write his name 
hooga," he received a message from in fire and blood across the pages 
Gen. Thomas. of Georgia history; justified, as 

Gen. Sherman records that just he claimed, by the objects in view, 
after the message from Gen. but indelibly, as  Georgians of to- 
Thomas had come, and he had an- (lay still attest. 
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A NOTED SCHOOLHOUSE AND SEVEN DWELLINGS. 
At top. left, is No. 6 E. Ninth Avenue, where Prof. Hay Watson Smith, brother of Dr. 

Henry Louis Smith, president of Washington and Lee University, taught school. Next is the 
old Hines Smith home; the homes of W. H. Fickling, Mather D. Daniel, Ed. L. Bosworth. J. P. 
Malone, Dr. J. D. Moreland and Mrs. Martha Battey, follow from left to  right. 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



CHAPTER VII. 

Extreme Desolation Pictured in Diary 

HE Rome Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the 
Confederacy has preserved 
in its archives a choice lit- 

erary morsel in the form of ex- 
tracts from the diary of Reuhen S. 
Norton, which was placed at its 
disposal by Mrs. Wm. M. To~vers, 
his only daughter, and which sheds 
a flood of light on the dark days 
hetureen September, 1863, and the 
Confederate surreilder in April, 
1865. These extracts follow : 

Mary Norton, then twelve years of 
age, was sent with friends of the fam- 
ily in 1863 to points of safety farther 
South, but her mother and I decided 
to remain in Rome and meet whatever 
fate might befall us. 

The autumn of 1863 found our citi- 
zens in a great condition of uneasiness 
because raiding parties had moved on 
Rome from various directions; and so 
the people began sending their fam- 
ilies and negroes to safer places. 
Heavy reinforcements came in from 
Virginia and Mississippi, but  a s  the 
Yankees were now in possession of 
Chattanooga, the worst was feared for 
Rome. In October, 1863, the com- 
mands of Gens. Walker and Grist 
passed through Rome, and having no 
rneans of transportation, impressed all 
the wagons and teams they could find 
within ten miles, leaving the people 
mith no stock to make a crop. Such 
were the terrible straits to which our 
army was reduced a t  the time. 

On Dec. 8, 1863, all the government 
hospitals were removed from Rome. 
The people realized the town would 
soon be in the hands of the enemy, and 
numerous families left every day. Pro- 
visions were exceedingly high and 
scarce, and were preferred to money 
in all trading. Conditions grew stead- 
ily worse in January, 1864. All the 
schools were closed, and the Rome Fe- 
male College was moved away by the 
Caldwells. 

Four months later, on May 17, our 
forces began to evacuate the town to 
escape the heavy cannonading. About 
dark the men in gray drew into the 
town and began to move out. Think- 
ing the enemy would capture the 
available stores, clothing and food- 

stuffs, they carried off whatever they 
could. Several Texas regiments sack- 
ed the stores of about $150,000 in cit- 
izens' property. 

Early on the morning of May 18 
our men burned the Oostanaula River 
bridge. The Etowah bridge had also 
been burned. About 11 o'clock the 
Yankees pushed their outposts into 
town, but our battery on Myrtle Hill 
continued to fire throughout the day. 
The town was now a t  the mercy of 
the invaders, who started burning 
houses and making themselves com- 
fortable. Certain wooden structures 
were torn down so the lumber could 
be used to make temporary shacks for 
the Union soldiers. The home of Dr. 
Hicks in DeSoto (now the Fourth 
Ward) was burned because i t  was 
charged Mrs. Hicks had insulted 
Streight's men when they were 
brought in  the year before a s  prison- 
ers by Gen. Forrest. Mrs. Choice's 
home also went up in smoke, and the 
family had a narrow escape. Several 
attempts were made to burn the Nor. 
ton home and barn, but the f i re  was 
put out each time. Many more fam- 
ilies left town in haste and confusion. 
Pillaging day and night was common. 
The Confederates were scattered 
through the country, and Yankee 
wagon trains on foraging expeditions 
were handled roughly. Scores of ne- 
groes were sent North by the Union 
army leaders; they were not only of 
no help to our people, but in the way. 
Free transportation North was given 
such people a s  wished to go, and a 
few took advantage of the opportu- 
nity; I think there were eight or ten, 
whom we could well spare. 

Homes were quickly turned into hos- 
pitals. Only three male members of 
the Presbyterian church were left: 
Nicholas J. .Omberg, H. G. Peter and 
myself. The authorities took up the 
carpets of the church, and moved the 
furniture and prayer books; pews were 
removed and used to float pontoon 
bridges across the rivers. The First 
Presbyterian was used a s  a store 
house. The Methodist church was fill- 
ed with ammunition and the Baptist 
and Episcopal structures were con- 
verted into hospitals. 

A provost marshal's establishment 
was set up, and the civilians were vir- 
tually prisoners. No mails were re- 
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ceived or sent, and no person could 
pass the lines going or coming with- 
out a permit. Thus four dreary 
months passed. 

On Sept. 18 the Confederates fired 
on the Yankees on the Cave Spring 
road, killing eight or ten and wound- 
ing others. The Federals, fearing a 
surprise attack, dug additional rifle 
pits. The people, .in the meantime, 
remained in their homes as  much a s  
possible.* They were moved about, as 
their d~ dlings were needed for mili- 
tary purposes. They lived on what- 
ever they could hide out; sometimes 
cooked for the enemy and thus fed 
themselves. Miss Joe Stewart (later 
Mrs. J. A. Stansbury) told how she 
penned up a lot of chickens in her 
basement, and how their feathers were 
missing when they were finally turned 
out after the departure of the enemy. 

Oct. 29 was noteworthy as the date 
Gen. Sherman and his staff came into 
town. They entered at night. On 
Nov. 10 a t  5 a. m. it became evident 
that the invaders were preparing to 
evacuate, for they started burning the 
places of military value. Several ad- 
ditional citizens went North. The last 
of the Federals left a t  9 o'clock, a. m., 
Nov. 11, 1864, and they destroyed such 
stores as they could not take along. 
Two days later there was not a sol- 
dier of either army to be seen. The 
streets were entirely deserted. Every- 
thing was as  still and quiet as if no 
war were in progress. The business 
section was dead; only a little drug 
store was left, and that kept by Dr. 
J. B. Nowlin. The 40 men left be- 
hind organized a patrol force for the 
protection of their homes. They were 
as follows: 

A. Tabor Hardin, postmaster; Dr- 
J. H. Nowlin, Geo. P. Burnett, mayor; 
Jas. Lumpkin, Wm. Quinn, A. M. 
Kerr, Lewis D. Burwell, Terrence Mc- 
Guire, Jesse Lamberth, M. Marks, 
Green Stewart, S. G. Wells, C. W. 
Mills, Reuben S. Norton, John De- 
Journett, Nicholas J. Omberg, Peter 
Omberg, Wm. Lumpkin, Solomon Mc- 
Kenzie, Jas. Langston, Jas. Noble, Sr., 
J. G. Dailey, A. P. Neal, Ben Thorn- 
ton, Lee Lumpkin, 0. Wiley Harbin, 
Logan Graves, Peter M. Sheibley, C. 
H. Morefield, John B. Jenkins, Dr. 
Wm. Farell, Jno. T. Riley, Jas. Lee, 
Joe Norris, Dr. Brown, Mr. Porter, 
Mr. McGinnis, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Raw- 
lins, Mr. Galceren. 

Of these, Judge Burwell, Mr. Quinn 
and Mr. Lee were unable to bear arms. 
The ages of the men left were 18 to 
70. Among the women who remained 

a t  home might be mentioned Mrs. Liz- 
zie Roach Hughes, Mrs. J. M. Greg- 
ory, Mrs. Robt. Battey, Mrs. John 
Choice, Mrs. Peter M. Sheibley and 
Mrs. R. S. Norton. 

Different sections were assigned to 
the civilian guard. Mr. Omberg and 
Mr. McGuire were on duty in the 
Iiroad Street neighborhood north of 
the Buena Vista hotel (Sixth Avenue). 
Early one night they heard the shrill 
voice of a woman, calling for help. 
They rushed forward and discovered 
it was old Mrs. Quinn. Before they 
reached her, a ruffian of a Scout band 
held them up a t  the point of a pis- 
tol. Another ruffian placed them un- 
der guard. Conversation between the 
two robbers revealed that they had 
been hanging Mr. Quinn by the neck 
to make him give up money and val- 
uables. He surrendered what he had, 
so they did not kill him. Mr. Mc- 
Guire and Mr. Omberg were ordered 
to follow the gang leaders, who would 
'fix them' out of town. The two ran 
for their lives. A dozen shots were 
fired a t  them, one taking effect in 
Mr. Omberg's leg. Mr. Omberg's wife 
was dead, and he and his children were 
living with his sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Thos. J. Perry. Mrs. Perry was in 
her yard when she discovered Mr. 
Omberg coming up lamely with his 
hat in his hand, and without a weapon. 
He told her he thought he was done 
for, and begged her to hide him, for 
he knew the marauders would follow. 
She got him upstairs into an  atticY* 
and ran to the nearest neighbor's to 
get aid for him. The neighbors were 
afraid to venture out, so Mrs. Perry 
returned to the sufferer and did the 
best she could.*** Later she went to 
the home of her neighbors and implored 
them to go for Dr. Nowlin. The doc- 

*This probably refers to an ambuscade at the 
Hawkins place, on the Lindale road one mile 
north of Lindale, by Colquitt's Scouts. Some 25 
wagons manned by soldiers and d r a m  by 
horses and mules were held up by fire from the 
bushes. The beasts broke into a wild stampede, 
several overturning the wagons. Colquitt's men 
escaped into the hills. Gen. Jno. M. Corse, com- 
manding at Rome, sent ambulances out and 
brought in the wounded, several of whom had 
been taken into the home of Mrs. Tom Hawkins 
and given first aid. Gen. Corse held Mrs. Haw- 
kins, her absent husband and her father, Roland 
Bryant, responsible for the attack, and burned 
her home while she looked on. 

**Some say it was a hay loft. 
***Judge John C. Printup is authority for the 

statement that Mr. Omberg was shot near 
Eighth Avenue and Broad Street, and died at 
the home of his brother-in-law, Thos. J. Perry, 
at the northwest corner of Eighth Avenue and 
E. First Street. It is generally accepted that this 
job was done by Colquitt's Scouts, and it is 
said that several young men of Rome were 
recognized in the crowd. Mrs. Judge Jno. H. 
Lumpkin was also robbed. 
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tor finally came, but could do little, 
and Mr. Omberg died about 9 the next 
morning. 1 1  

Getting him buried was just as dif- 
ficult. Everybody stayed cooped up 
in their homes for fear of being shot 
down by a hidden foe. Presently the 
men ventured forth, made a coffin out 
of pine boards and laid him away. 

Judge Burwell and Mr. Cohen were 
hung up until they agreed to hand 
over their valuables.* 

These robbers were deserters from 
both armies, and they banded together 
to prey upon defenseless citizens. They 
committed many atrocities in the coun- 
try, but did not come to Rome again. 

The steamboat (probably the Laura 
Moore) arrived from Gadsden to see 
how things were getting along a t  
Rome, but went back the next day. 
Many country people came to town 
to avoid the Scouts; they crossed the 
rivers in batteaux. 

Postmaster Hardin arranged to get 
mail through the country in a buggy, 
and gradually the people began to cir- 
cumvent Sherman's army and to re- 
turn home. After the final surrender, 
the refugees came in large numbers 
and turned willing hands to the res- 
toration of their premises and their 
fortunes. Rome cotton that  had been 
hid out was brought to town and 
made a little trade; i t  brought 25 to 
30 cents in greenback. 

On May 13, 1865, the condition of 
affairs was dreadful; negroes trouble- 
some, food scarce, very little specie in 
the country. Not a yard of cloth could 
be bought. There were no shoes, no 
groceries, no anything except a few 
drugs a t  Dr. Nowlin's, and they could 
not be eaten. All was used up, wast- 
ed away. That our people rose above 
these conditions is -a  splendid tribute 
to their stamina and light-heartedness. 

The Federal authorities came into 
Rome on June 20, 1865, and announced 
to Mayor Jas. Noble, Jr., that his of- 
fice was vacant and the town was un- 
der military rule. The Freedmen's 
Bureau was established with Capt. C. 
A de la Mesa in charge, and thus 
began the rule of the carpetbagger, 
under which our people endured life 
calmly until their country was once 
more restored to their keeping. 

The following letter, sent from 
Rome Nov. 1 7 9  1864, (one day aft- 
er  Sherman started his March t o  
the Sea from Atlanta), by Mrs. - 

*Mr. Cohen's people deny he was hung up: 
he may have been forced to give over h ~ s  money. 

Robert Battey t o  her husband, 
then presumably a t  Selma, Ala., 
contains a graphic description of 
the privations endured by the few 
people left at home : 

My Darling: I have just received 
your letter from Selma. I am so 
sorry that  you could not come home 
for a few days. I feel as if you are 
so fa r  from me now; it mag be a long 
time before I see you again, if ever. 
I'm feeling sad tonight. I have had 
a hard time for the last two months. 
The negroes all left me and went to 
the Yankees, and when the Yankees 
left, the negroes all had to "foot it" to 
Kingston, Aunt Cheney carrying her 
clothes and Belle the baby; Bill car- 
rying himself the best he could. Pagey 
got along very well, but old Mary had 
a hard time walking so far  and by the 
time they reached Kingston they were 
sick of the Yankees and turned and 
came home. 

Two miles this side of Kingston a 
man took Belle and carried her to his 
home. Day before yesterday the ne- 
groes all returned except Belle. I 
heard that she was a t  Mr. Sheibley's 
place, so Mr. Sheibley went up, found 
her and brought her home today. Now 

MRS. WILLIAM SMITH (later Mrs. Anderson 
W. Redding, of Jarnestown. Lee CountJr. 
Ga.), mother of Mrs. Robert Batter. 

Courtesy of http://www.gagenweb.orgCourtesy of http://www.gagenweb.org
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED!!!



I have them all home. They lost all 
their bedding and clothing. They have 
treated me very badly, left me sick; 
Bessie to nurse; cows to milk, cook- 
ing to do, washing and everything 
else. No one to help but George. We 
had a hard time. 

Willie went with Mrs. Hawkins to 
Columbus. I look for them back Sun- 
day. I need him very much. We 
have no wood, and no one to get it 
for me. My fences are all gone. You 
would not know our home. 

I was ready to go South when Mr. 
Maupin came home. He told me that 
you thought i t  best for me to stay a t  
home, even if I had to live in one side 
of the house and burn the other, so I 
concluded to stay. I had no one to 
help me out with my children. I felt 
that I could not carry Bessie, so I 
hope i t  will all be for the best. 

I don't know how the negroes will 
treat me when I take to my bed. I 
miss poor old Coyle. I wrote you that 
he was dead. He died two or three 
months ago. 

Should I ever see you I will tell 
you what I have to go through. Don't 
have too much confidence in  all of the 
negroes; some of them are  mean. 

The Yankees are gone, I hear, to 
Macon. They have 60 days' rations. 
I fear we have no force there, and am 
so anxious to know what they are go- 
ing to do. I feel more discouraged now 
than I ever have before. 

Our people are doing so badly. They 
are in here robbing and killing. They 
robbed old Mr. Burwell a few nights 
ago, and again last night they hung 
him until he was almost dead, for his 
money. They have i t  all now. They 
killed Mr. N. J. Omberg last. He was 
out in the yard, he and Mr. McGuire, 
and they heard somebody cry out, and 
ran to old Mrs. Quinn, and found they 
were hanging Mr. Quinn. They met 
Mr. Omberg and he asked them who 
they were. They replied, "Friends." 
Mr. Omberg put down his gun and 
they walked up to him and took all 
his greenbacks, then shot him. He 
lived until today. They robbed Mrs. 
Lumpkin of everything she had, and 
Peter Omberg, too. I look for them 
all night. 

I don't undress for fear they will 
come. I have no money for them to 
get, and hope they will spare me. 
Such a life to lead! No rest night or 
day! I had expected that  when the 
Yankees left I would get to sleep some 
a t  night, but i t  is worse than ever. 
You don't know anything about it. 

The night the town was burned I 
was all alone, except for my little chil- 
dren. I can not describe my feelings. 
I did not know what to do, so I went 
to washing, and washed two or three 
dozen pieces. I had not had any done 
for four weeks. I passed the night 
away somehow and am still alive. But 
I must not write you all these things. 
I hope you will excuse me, a s  I can 
not think of anything else. 

Dear Grace, I am glad to hear she 
is well and wish so much I had her 
with me. The poor child would not 
feel a t  home here now; everything is 
so changed. I will write her tonight. 
She had better come home if I stay 
here. Oh, how I long to see you, to be 
near one who feels an  interest in me! 
I don't know what I will do while I 
am sick, but I hope that you will be 
here or that something may happen 
to help me. 

Don't bother about money; if you 
can't get i t  you can do without it. I 
owe some greenback, but they will 
have to wait for it. I have tried to get 
along the best I could since you left. 

The children are all well. Little 
Bessie is well, but cannot walk; I feel 
very anxious about her and fear she 
never will. Reddy looks delicate, but 
keeps up and is a good little thing. 
George, Mary and Henry are well and 
help me all they can. They want to 
see their dear father very much. 

Mr. Norton and family are well. 
Aunt Cooley ,is not in good health. 
Georgia and Mary are well. Where is 
Mrs. Stillwell? I heard from Ballie; 
he was well but needed money. He 
wrote Mr. Moore for some. I sent 
him $5, all I had, but don't know 
whether he got it or not. I would 
write to Mrs. Stillwell if I knew 
where to write. Mrs. Lee and children 
are well. Some of their negroes are 
gone-old Annie, Richmond and Hay- 
good. Jack's wife has not gone. She 
had a baby and is doing well. I hope 
Mrs. Graves will get home soon now. 

I might write you a more interest- 
ing letter and tell you how I fared 
with the new commander we had here. 
I will write again when I feel more 
cheerful. I will finish this in the 
morning. 

Your devoted wife, 
M. BATTEY. 

Mrs. Naomi P. Bale (Rome's 
venerated "Grandma Georgy") , 
tells in a contribution to  the U. 
D. C. this graphic story of war 
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