
stated, was perhaps the most prosper- 
ous that Rome ever saw. 

"Altogether, within a week's time, 
our business was running practically 
a s  smooth a s  before. Wasn't this a 
wonderful outcome for  such condi- 
tions?" 

* * +  

TO ARMS, ROMANS!-There may 
be more modern speakers than our 
friend Mrs. Beulah S. Moseley, but  few 
can serve up an  introduction better. 
It fell to  Mrs. Moseley's lot to intro- 
duce Judge Max Meyerhardt t o  the 
League of Women Voters, (Mrs. An- 
nie Freeman Johnson, president), and 
she said in effect the following: 

"I well remember a n  introduction 
which Judge Meyerhardt gave to Judge 
Branham a t  a meeting of the women 
of the Order of Eastern Star. 'Ladies,' 
he said, 'we welcome you to our city 
with open arms, which is with me 
merely a figure of speech, but  with 
my young colripanion Judge Branham 
is a matter of action.' 

"So I say to Judge Meyerhardt that  
the women voters welcome him in the 
same fashion. With me that i s  a fig- 
ure of speech, but with our lovely 
president, - !"-Rome News, Dec. 
10, 1920. 

* * *  
ANECDOTES OF MAJOR DENT. 

-Maj. Jno. H. Dent lived a t  Big Ce- 
dar Creek, Vann's Valley, two miles 
north of Cave Spring, and for quite a 
number of years contributed articles 
on farming and poultry to Northern 
agricultural journals and to Southern 
newspapers. Once upon a time, a 
Pennsylvania farmer, who had been 
reading the Major's wise rules for 
farming, visited Rome and took a hack 
down to Vann's Valley. The hackman 
stopped and announced that  Maj. Dent 
lived up the hill in the two-story brick 
house. The traveler expressed some 
doubt t ha t  the Major resided there (for 
nothing out of the ordinary was grow- 
ing),  but he went to the door and 
knocked. 

"Is this Major Dent?" inquired the 
visitor. 

"Yes, sir." 
"Well, I came down from near Phila- 

delphia to see your chicken runs." 
"I'm sorry, sir, but  I haven't got 

any chicken runs or  chickens either." 
"But I've been reading your advice 

on chickens for several years." 
"Oh, I don't write for myself, but 

for  the other fellow!" 

Walter D. Wellborn, formerly of 
New Orleans, now of Atlanta, and 
brother of M. B. Wellborn, relates how 
he visited his grandfather Dent many 
years ago a s  a boy. Young Walter 
wanted to go over and see Col. Benj. 
C. Yancey, a neighbor, and asked his 
grandfather if he didn't want  to go too. 

"No, son," replied Maj. Dent. "I 
admire Col. Yancey very much, but he 
can talk a saint out of patience." 

Walter went over and met Col. Yan- 
cey, who was superintending the erec- 
tion of a barn. 

"How is your grandfather getting 
along, my boy?" asked the colonel. 

"He's doing all right, thank you." 
"Well, I am very fond of Major Dent, 

but he bores me to death; he could 
talk the wings off of an angel.". 

* * *  
PAT CONWAY AND T H E  

"GOAT."- Patrick Conway, said to be 
residing in Texas, was a well-known 
and efficient tinner of Rome. In  1890 
he  contracted to repair the stove in  
the hall of Cherokee Lodge No. 66 i n  
the  Masonic Temple, and also to fix the 
roof so the weather would not beat 
down upon the assembled brethren. H e  
was due to s ta r t  the job one morning, 
but  decided he could mend the stove 
a t  night and-.thus save time. Climbing 
the long stairway with a repair kit, 
he opened the lodge room door, when 
out dashed a white object like a streak 
of greased lightning, upsetting the 
stove and sending clinkers and soot 
all over the floor. The stovepipe must 
have hit Pat, for  he emerged with some 
fine smudges of soot. It was not known 
which got to Broad Street first-the 
biped or the quadruped-but neither 
hit  the stairs many times coming down. 
Pat lost his h a t  and didn't stop until 
he  had reached a corner light, there 
to "review" himself. 

It is said P a t  never went back fo r  
his tools, nor did he mount the roof 
to complete his undertaking. Asked 
why by a committee from the Lodge, 
he said, "Faith, I never bargained for  
to be chased out by the bloody goat! 
And now, begorra, he will nivver be 
caught again, and you will be foriver 
blarnin' me !" 

The "goat" was a white bird dog 
left in the hall by a hunter member. 

* * *  
A RELIC O F  LONG AGO.-Floyd 

County has a "show place," now some- 
what  in a state of disrepair, that  in  
some respects suggests Barnsley Gar- 



dens in the neighboring county of Bar- 
tow. On a ridge about a mile north 
of Silver Creek Station, Southern rail- 
way, near Lindale, is a residence built 
like they used to build them: cement 
walls two feet thick, rooms approxi- 
mately 50 feet square, including re- 
ception and ball rooms, and a barn 
in keeping with the rest. It was the 
property of Elmer E. Kirkland, of 
Schenectady, N. Y. Rumor had it that 
the mansion and the beautiful and ex- 
tensive grounds would be converted 
into a country club, but the place was 
recently acquired by Will Collins, de- 
veloper of Collinwood Park, East  
Rome's residence subdivision, and will 
probably be used for manufacturing 
purposes. 

* * *  
GEMS FROM "UNCLE STEVE." 

-Steve Eberhart, the slavery time dar- 
key whose gyrations around Confed- 
erate veterans' reunions with live 
chickens under his arm always stir up 
the ebullitions of guilty bystanders 
and others, yesterday submitted to an 
interview a s  he filled a place in the 
picket line a t  their meeting a t  the 
Carnegie Library. 

"Steve, how does your corporosity 
seem to segashuate?" 

"Fine as split silk," promptly re- 
turned Steve, who had borrowed that 
expression in Cedartown. 

"Well, Steve, do you suppose your 
opsonic index would coagulate should 
the Republican administration a t  
Washington send down here and try 
to get you to accept an office?" 

"It mout, boss, but dere ain't no 
chance to git dis here Steve to 'cept 
no place wid dem folks." 

"Wouldn't you like to represent your 
country in the jungles of Africa?" 

"Lordy, boss, 1's skeered enuf o' de 
varmints we have right here around 
Rome. And as  fer dem cannibalists, 
you sholy don't ketch dis old nigger 
furnishin' de bones for none o' dat 
missionary stew. Naw, sir, 1's bleeged 
to decline with profound deliberation. 
Dem 'publicans jes' want de nigger's 
vote. Steve E'berhart's a lily white 
Democrat, Steve is!"-Aug. 7, 1921. 

Steve Eberhart, the ancient Sene- 
gambian who dresses up in flags and 
feathers, mostly just before Confeder- 
ate reunion time, has written a card in 
which he pours out his libations of joy 
and gratitude to the "white folks" for 
their generosity in giving him enough 
money to attend the state meeting a t  
Albany. 

steve hopes the fountain of satis- 
faction may overflow for his friends 
and the wax tapers burn brightly on 
high, while he stews ,in the sacred unc- 
tion here below.-May 16, 1921. 

"I want to thank the good white 
people of Rome for sending me to 
Texas to the Old Soldiers' Reunion. 
I am thankful. I shall ever remain 
in my place, and be obedient to all the 
white people. I pray that the angels 
may guard the homes of all Rome, and 
the light of God shine upon them. I 
will now give you a rest until the re- 
union next year, if the Lord lets me 
live to see it. Your humble servant, 
Steve Eberhart."-1920. 

* * *  
ONE WEEK A ROMAN.-Harry 

A. Etheridge, Atlanta lawyer, once 
said goodbye to Rome after a brief 
stay. His folks were living on the old 
Sequoyah "ranch" at  Alpine, Chat- 
tooga County, when he finished his 
studies a t  the University of Virginia. 
He came home; no opportunity, and 
wise heads advised him to seek his for- 

STEVE EBERHART, an old slave who was tune in Rome. That was about 1891. 
Henry Grady's valet in college at Athens He became connected with the law of- 
and is now mascot of the Veterans. fice of Capt. Christopher Rowel1 and 



was doing a thriving business for one 
so young, until something happened, a 
week later. 

Mr. Etheridge's uncle, Wm. 3. 
Northen, was governor a t  the time. He 
mentioned the connection to Capt. 
Rowell, who said, "That's fortunate; 
I should like to fill a judgeship va- 
cancy. You go to Atlanta and see 
what a high recommendation you can 
give me." 

The young lawyer agreed; went to 
see his uncle a t  the capitol in Atlanta, 
and presented Capt. Rowell's attain- 
ments with the eloquence of a com- 
mencement orator. He also shook 
hands with some Atlanta lawyer 
friends. The result was that Capt. 
Rowel1 did not land the judgeship, but 
Harry Etheridge landed in Atlanta, 
and has been there ever since. 

* * *  
TRIBUTE TO A PRINCE.-A 

young lawyer, a highly eligible bache- 
lor named Eli S. Shorter, Jr., son of 
the war-time Governor of Alabama, 
and nephew of Col. Alfred Shorter, 
came to Rome perhaps 50 years ago 
from Eufaula, Ala., to  practise his 
profession. He was a tall, handsome, 
dashing fellow-a social lion a s  well 
a s  a clever barrister-and he became 
immensely popular. His acquaintance 
was wide geographically and many 
were the invitations which the post- 
man brought to him from out of town, 
a s  well as from around the corner. 

One day he died of pneumonia, and 
thus were the hearts of his friends 
put to the test, nor did they waver. 
Three beautiful young women appear- 
ed in Rome from different points- 
Augusta, Macon, Athens ; representa- 
tives of some of the state's leading 
families they were, nor were they of 
his kith and kin. All donned mourn- 
ing a s  preparations were made to 
send him home; all softened their 
grief through their tears; and one, 
more ingenious than her sorrowing sis- 
ters, lifted the lid of the coffin and 
put something in. It was a lock of 
her hair. 

* * *  
A DISCORDANT NOTE AMONG 

THE METHODISTS. - Orthodoxy 
with religious sects was more studious- 
iy adhered to half a century ago than 
i t  is today. For instance, when the 
first Methodist Church was built a t  
Sixth Avenue and Eas t  Second Street 
in 1850, the members generally gave 
vent to their religious fervor by shout- 
ing; some of them even became ex- 
hausted and rolled on the floor. Such 

a new-fangled device as  a pipe organ 
was not to be tolerated, for was not 
the natural melody of the human voice 
sufficient unto the Lord? 

Little by little, however, a progres- 
sive spirit asserted itself, and arti- 
ficial notes were held by a faction of 
the brethren and sisters to be not only 
desirable, but  necessary to a whole- 
some development of the soul. The 
progressives were led by a woman- 
Mrs. Wm. A. Fort, formerly Eudocia 
Hargrove, daughter of Zachariah B. 
Hargrove, one of the founders of 
Rome; the conservatives were led by 
Daniel R. Mitchell, himself one of 
Rome's founders, who named Rome, 
and a donor of the very land on which 
the church stood, and a liberal sub- 
scriber to the building fund. Colonel 
Mitchell invariably carried a . heavy 
hickory walking cane and was accom- 
panied everywhere he went by a mon- 
grel dog whose elongevity and bench- 
leggedness would dub him in Germany 
a dachshund. For convenience in at- 
tending to his church duties, Col. 
Mitchell did not always sit with the 
family, but occupied the corner of a 
bench or pew in the extreme front of 
the edifice. Mrs. Fort sa t  dangerously 
close by, and on the occasion in ques- 
tion she had brought well wrapped in 
a shawl and unknown to Col. Mitchell 
a bulky object. 

As the choir lifted up their voices, 
Mrs. Fort jumped to her feet and be- 
gan playing vigorously on a melodeon, 
and singing "Hallelujah!" until the 
raf ters  rattled. Colonel Mitchell gave 
her a withering look, seized his walk- 
ing stick and stalked out of the church, 
closely followed by his dog and a nu

m

- 
ber of churchmen who shared his feel- 
ings. When the Forts and the Har- 
groves spoke to the Mitchell adherents 
again it was to announce (thank you!) 
that  they had affiliated with the Pres- 
byterian Church, and when the Under- 
woods (born musicians) spoke, it was 
to declare they had gone to the Episco- 
pal. 

Time and a better understanding 
heal all such rifts among Christian 
brethren. Colonel Mitchell passed 
away in 1876 in Florida, and eight 
years later the "shouting" brothers 
and the "musical" brothers who were 
left put their shoulders to the wheel 
for  a brand new church in  a differ- 
ent neighborhood, with one of the best 
pipe organs that could be procured. 

The removal, writes Mrs. Naomi P. 
Bale, "caused much dissension and 
heartache among the membership. 



A CROUP OF PICTURESQUE OLD HOMES OF ROME. 
1-"Terrace Hill," John H. Lumpkin (now Robt. L. Morris) home. 2-"Oak Hill," home 

of Miss Martha Berry. WAlhambra,"  DeSoto Park, built by Philip W. Hemphil. 4- 
"Nemophila," t h e  Hoyt home, where Frank L. Stanton brought his bride. %A. S. Burney 
home. 6-"Arcadia," Daniel S. Printup home, in  North Rome. ?-"Woodlawn, home of Dr. 
A. C. Shamblin, built by Judge Jas. M. Spullock, and once owned by Judge Max Meyerhardt. 



Many had been led into the light about 
the old institution's sacred altars. 
There, too, had marriage vows been 
plighted, children consecrated by bap- 
tism to God; and from these dear por- 
tals loved ones had been borne, never 
to return. Is  i t  any wonder that our 
hearts clung tenaciously to this old 
edifice?" 

* * *  
A FAMOUS SCHOOL TEACHER. 

-Rome and Cave Spring used to boast 
a school teacher whose reputation for 
whipping obstreperous youths spread 
fa r  beyond the borders of the state. 
In the days before the war it was left 
for Col. Simpson Fouche to apply doses 
of "hickory oil9'-a dozen sharp licks 
in the palm of the hand with a ruler- 
but when Palemon J. King came along 
he outdid Col. Fouche a t  his best. 

Prof. King fought through the Civil 
War and made a fine soldier. He was 
brought up with straight-laced ideas 
about obedience and pure book learn- 
ing, and was always prepared to back 
up his words with force if need be. 
His military school was the Confeder- 
ate army, and his preparation was 
made a t  Hearn Academy a t  Cave 
Spring. 

Plenty of Romans remember Prof. 
King-"P. J.," as many preferred to 
call him. He was a powerfully-built 
man of six feet and 200 pounds, a kind- 
ly man, but one who insisted, on hav- 
ing his way with the pupils placed 
under his charge. His hair was thin, 
but long and white, and he wore a full 
beard. His coat was a Prince Albert 
cut, always black; his trousers were 
black, and his shirt was stiff bosomed 
and white; his collar standing and his 
tie usually a Ioose bow with long free 
ends; and he wore a sort of gaiter on 
his feet, with broad toe, and thick 
soles, and elastic for stretching the up- 
pers over the foot, with straps to pull 
'em on. Like many of the people of 
the time, he blacked his own boots. 
He carried a white cotton handker- 
chief in his right-hand hip pocket or 
hid away in his coat-tails, and on oc- 
casion he wore specs that magnified 
small print for his eyes of blue. He 
had no time for the frivolities of the 
day, but religiously read from the 
Bible each morning some helpful pas- 
sage to his young charges; and if he 
laughed it was usually after hours or 
.on some jaunt when he could properly 
relax. His idea was to let them learn, 
and if they refused, then-take the 
"consequences." 

Several stories are told concerning 

the stern though just measures Prof. 
King pursued. One concerns Hal 
Wright, who later became a popular 
and leading member of the Rome bar. 
Hal was more or less of a wayward 
and good-for-nothing boy, as the ped- 
agogue viewed him. While going to 
school to Prof. King a t  Cave Spring, 
Hal broke one of the rules, but be- 
fore Prof. King could get to him with 
a hickory, he had run out of the build- 
ing and made good his escape. Prof. 
King followed, but the young imp of 
Satan had too much start to be over- 
hauled. From a safe distance Hal 
placed his thumb to his nose and wig- 
gled his fingers, but he did not go 
back to school next day. He went far, 
f a r  away-to Texas, some folks say. 
Prof. King did not forget that super- 
latively contemptuous gesture or the 
infraction of discipline. 

In two years Hal decided to come 
home. His good mother, Mrs. Har- 
riet Wright, herself a teacher who had 
had experience with mischievous boys, 
laid the law down to him. "If you re- 
turn here, I'm going to put you in 
school again, so you won't be worry- 
ing the life out of me," she wrote. 
Hal was willing, only he was hoping 
deep in his heart that Prof. King had 
moved on. Prof. King hadn't. 

"Well, 'fesser, I'm back," announced 
Hal, with a grin. 

"All right, Hal, just take that front 
row desk and I'll lend you a blue back 
speller until you can provide yourself 
with a book. Here is a slate, too." 

Recess time came and Hal romped 
like a care-free kangaroo over the 
school greensward with his playmates, 
and splashed through the water cress 
as if nary a moccasin lay hidden there. 
Finally time came for school to let 
out for the day, and Hal started side- 
wise for the door. 

"Hold on, Hal, I want to speak with 
invited Prof. King. 

Hal declined the invitation, for Prof. 
King had taken two giant strides t o  
the blackboard, and had brought out 
from behind it with a savage swish 
a bundle of hickories with newspapers 
wrapped around the handles, and 
mean-looking and long. Hal grabbed 
his hat and jumped down the steps 
four a t  a time. Hal's legs had grown 
those two years, but so had the de- 
termination of Prof. King. The old 
war-horse ran so fast that his long 
coattails stood out straight behind and 
his whiskers parted perfectly in the 
middle and met again back of his neck. 
,411 the boys and all the girls stood 



in awed silence, and most of them 
were pulling for Hal. 

Little Cedar Creek, three feet deep 
and fifteen feet wide, loomed ahead. 
"No time to hunt a foot-log," reason- 
ed Hal, a s  he plunged in and came out 
dripping on the other side. 

"I've nearly got the young jack- 
anapes!" exclaimed Prof. King a s  he 
followed Hal's lead and lost one of his 
gaiters i n  the creek bottom's sand. 

Yes, gentle reader, Prof. King 
caught that  boy; caught him under 
a weeping willow tree, but i t  wasn't 
a willow switch h e  tamed him with, 
and Hal  wept copiously under the 
weeping willow. 

Several years elapsed and Prof. 
King hired a hall in  the Masonic Tem- 
ple Annex a t  Rome, and set up his 
school. There was room for  about 20 
boys, and some of them were the three 
Rounsaville brothers, Barry and Louis 
Wright, Wilson Hardy, Lindley Mc- 
Clure, Hugh Parks, Fred Hanson, 
Hamilton Yancey, Jr., Eddie Peters, 
Andrew Mitchell, Victor Smith, Harry 
Morris, Waldo Davis and Oscar Todd. 
It was the good year 1895, and all 
was well until Rob Rounsaville dan- 
gled a cork spider with rubber legs 
over the face of a boy in front. The 
boy jumped out of his seat and Prof. 
King caught sight of Rob's wonder- 
ful insect. 

"Come up here!" thundered Prof. 
King; "I'll teach you how to make 
light of my instruction, sir!" 

Prof. King reached for a ruler this 
time, to crack Rob across the knuckles, 
when George Rounsaville let loose an 
ink bottle from the rear of the room. 
The cork flew out of the bottle, and 
everybody got a little ink, but Prof. 
King received most of it, a s  the bottle 
hit him on the right temple where 
his hair had receded. Roy Rounsa- 
ville was about to hurl an arithmetic 
but the old gentleman had disappear- 
ed down the long hall, yelling "Po- 
lice!" a s  he went. The scholars took 
a recess; no use to hold school any 
more tha t  day. As usual, the  police 
were somewhere else, and i t  was ten 
or fifteen minutes before Prof. King 
could locate one, o r  swab most of the 
ink and blood from his face. By that 
time the Rounsaville boys had entirely 
disappeared. 

"I know where to  find 'em," said 
Joe Sharp to Bill Jones. Sure enough, 
George and Rob and Roy were hid- 
ing under some bales of hay a t  the 
Rounsaville warehouse. The police- 

inen told them to come to police court, 
and there some kind of justice was 
meted out-it matters not just  how 
much. George left to -join a circus 
and Rome quieted down. School really 
broke up. 

Not very long af te r  this incident, 
Prof. King encountered another bit of 
bad luck, this time of a less deliber- 
a t e  character. He was getting his 
whiskers trimmed in  a barber shop 
about where the Nixon Music House 
is located. A careless brick-mason 
working on the roof above let a brick 
fall through a sky-light and hit Prof. 
King on the  head. Result: the barber 
lost the price of a perfectly good trim. 

I n  the spring of 1898, while the 
Spanish-American w a r  was on, the 
King School was opened over the Cald- 
well Printing Company's present lo- 
cation on Third Avenue. A large 
brass dinner bell rung out of the front 
window by Prof. King announced that  
recess was over. The hallway stairs 
were long and carried the human voice 
in a sonorous volume into the profes- 
sor's sanctum and ears. This hap- 
pened often. The boys emitted cat 
calls and yells until the old man's 
life was miserable. After perpetrating 
a war-whoop or a bleating "Baa-a-a!" 
they would disappear around the near- 
by corner. Prof. King's chin would 
appear a t  the window, his whiskers 
quivering. The boys would come to 
the class room next day in all  the 
robes of perfect innocence. 

Across the street in  "Poverty Hall" 
Rev. Hay Watson Smith, a Presbyte- 
rian minister, as  well a s  a teacher, 

. had started a select boys' school, and 
had taken some of the cream of the 
students away from Prof. King. One 
day the Smith School bogs made use 
of Prof. King's hall; likely a s  not 
they heaved some coal up the steps. 
Prof. King threw the dinner bell out 
the window a t  them, and was about 
to invade the Smith premises when 
Wilson Hardy and Barry  Wright came 
across with an  apology. 

A week after this Hugh Parks got 
a whipping for  whistling in school, and 
when he whistled again, Prof. King 
choked him until he grew white in  the 
face. Two chastisements in one day 
for  one boy was not unusual. Many 
wore a double thickness of pants and 
a n  occasional book i n  the seat. 

That was one way, the old fashioned 
way, of learning, and they all learned 
to love the courage, the manhood and 
the ideals of Palemon J. King. 



WHIGS IN FLOYD.-Floyd Coun- 
ty Whigs met Tuesday, Aug. 3, 1852, 
at the court house and elected dele- 
gates to their state ccnvention, which 
convened Aug. 17 a t  Macon. The 
leading Whigs of the county follow, 
according to The Courier of July 29: 
A. N. Verdery Jno. Hendricks 
J. H. Craven T. J. Verdery 
W. E. Alexander Wm. H. White 
H. A. Gartrell Robt. T. McCay 
Richard S. Zuber Genuluth Winn 
J. J. Yarbrough T. J. Treadaway 
J. D. Ford Larkin Barnett 
Henry Harris C. L. Webb 
Robt. O'Barr Joel Marable 
G. W. Shaw J. G. McKenzie 
W. J. McCoy Jos. Ford 
Wm. A. Choice W. C. Hendricks 
A. G. Ware Dr. H. B. Ransom 
C. M. Bayless P. Steward 
J. S. Ward Wm. Adkins 
G. M. T. Ware F. D. Locke 
Jno. DeJournett M. W. Johnson 
Jno. C. Eve A. M. Lazenby 
Dr. Geo. M. Battey Willis Bobo 
A. B. Coulter Edmund Metts 
Robt. Battey A. G. Pitner 
R. J. Mulkey C. McCoy 
S. W. Stafford A. L. Patton 
B. T. Hawkins Allen Griffin 
Henry A. Smith Wm. Clark 
J. D. Dickerson T. M. Wood 
0. Renaud B. W. Ross 
Alfred Shorter J. R. Payne 
J. W. Gear F. M. Cabot 
C. Attaway C. T. Cunningham 
Jno. Harkins S. G. Wells 
S. T. Sawrie I!;. W. Love11 
C. W. Johnson A. M. Sloan 
F. M. Allen J. Berry 
S. Allman I. Dave Ford 
Wm. Ketcham L. R. 'Blakeman 
C. H. Morefield Thos. J. Perry. 

* * *  
A DUEL ON BROAD.-It was sort 

of customary in the old days to shoot 
folks you didn't like. The original 
"Bill" Arp and "Bill" Johnson had 
been good friends up to about 1863. 
"Bill" Johnson had asked "Bill" Arp 
to look after his younger brother, Jeff 
Johnson, a t  the front in Virginia. Jeff 
had got down sick, and here was 
"Bill" Arp back in Rome on a fur- 
lough. The two "Bills" met out in 
the country somewhere and came to 
town in "Bill" Johnson's buggy. They 
went into a saloon next to the old 
Choice House or Central Hotel, where 
the Hotel Forrest now stands. After 
a few drinks, they fell to quarreling. 
"Bill" Johnson accused "Bill" Arp of 
neglecting his brother Jeff. 

Both of them may have been armed; 
one account says "Bill" Johnson gave 

"Bill" Arp the choice of two of John- 
son's pistols. At any rate, they went 
outside, and "Bill" Johnson said, 
"Now, you walk across the street, and 
when you reach the sidewalk, you turn 
around and shoot, because I'm going 
to be shootin' a t  you!" 

"Bill" Arp was born in Bartow 
County and had lived nearly all his 
life in Chulio District of Floyd, and 
he was game to the core. 

"Bill" Johnson waited coolly a t  the 
near curb and "Bill" Arp strode brave- 
ly across. The firing started. As they 
shot, they advanced on each other. No 
cover was between, not even a trash 
box. L. P. Reynolds, of 216 North 
Fifth Avenue, Fourth Ward, an eye- 
witness, says when "Bill" Arp's pis- 
tol was empty, he rushed forward to 
strike "Bill" Johnson with the butt 
of it. This was not necessary. His 
antagonist was down and dying from 
several wounds, for Arp was a crack 
shot. "Bill" Johnson had counted a t  
least once. He shot Arp in the chest 
or side and the bullet followed a rib 
to the back, lodged under the skin and 
was cut out. 

After the war Bill Arp and Jeff 
Johnson happened to find themselves 
crossing the Etowah River a t  Free- 
man's Ferry in the same batteau. Arp 
couldn't swim, and Johnson started 
rocking the boat. Arp shucked off his 
coat and started rocking until the 
water began coming over the side. 
"All right, Jeff," said Arp, "when 
she sinks I'm going to camp around 
your neck-I golly!" "Quit that, Bill; 
don't be a fool!" urged Johnson. Arp 
ceased rocking and they paddled the 
balance of the distance in peace. 

Bill Arp later moved to Clarendon, 
Ark, and went to farming again. Mr. 
Reynolds and Virgil A. Stewart say 
he fell off a wagon load of corn in 
1883 and was killed. Another account 
has it that he was traveling with a 
caravan of "prairie schooners," tied 
up a t  night, went to sleep under a 
wagon and had his neck broken when 
the mules, still hitched to the convey- 
ance, started off suddenly. There he 
lies, in the forks of the Military and 
Helena roads-the man who furnish- 
ed a noted name to Georgia. 

* * *  
AN INLAND VOYAGE.-We left 

Rome about daylight on a drizzly Fri- 
day morning on board the steamer Re- 
saca, of the White Star line, Captain 
George H. Magruder in command, with 
a full crew and the venerable Captain 
Frank J. Benjamin in the engine room, 



said Montgomery M. Folsom in The 
Rome Tribune about 1895. 

Sam Cosper was first mate and Hub 
Coulter second, and I was the lone 
passenger. I was weary and worn out, 
sick and disgusted, and I wanted to 
get a s  f a r  from civilization a s  possi- 
ble with the means a t  my command. 

Some men would have started for 
darkest Africa, feeling a s  I did, but I 
decided to compromise on darkest Ala- 
bama, and I succeeded beyond my own 
expectations. 

We carried a s  cook and steward two 
of the most peculiar characters that  
i t  has ever been my fortune to run 
up with-Amy, a matronly negress of 
the old sort, ready to sympathize with 
al l  your sorrows and to offer you a 
cup of coffee or  sassafras tea every 
time she saw the wrinkles deepen on 
your forehead, and Dick, a diminutive 
darkey who might have been anywhere 
from fif ty to one hundred and fifty 
years of age, just a s  you chose to 
calculate. 

Dick was about five feet high, of a 
pale dun color, with a little goatee of 
scattered whiskers on his retreating 
chin and a short-stemmed black pipe 
of the rankest sort that  the fiends of 
nicotine ever dreamed of in their wild- 
est vagaries stuck between his lips, 
the kindliest, most inoffensive and ob- 
liging darkey I ever laid my eyes upon. 

There was such an  a i r  of humility, 
without any fawning affectation, 
about him, such a desire to please and 
such a n  air of general obligingness 
about both Dick and Amy that  we 
made friends on the spot, after Cap- 
tain Magruder had kindly placed them 
a t  my disposal. 

As for Captain George Magruder, 
the good Lord never created a more 
royal-hearted gentleman, and many 
were the legends and traditions that  
he recounted as we stood on the deck 
looking out over the broad expanse of 
rippling waters, all agleam with the 
shimmer of myriad stars, with the 
searchlight of the steamer wandering 
from shore to shore of the historic 
river. 

And then how delightful i t  was to 
creep up into the pilot house with Sam 
Cosper and listen to his rich fund of 
anecdotes and incidents and to hear 
his merry laugh ring out through the 
sombre silence above the throb, throb, 
throb of the engine and the swish of 
the parting waters. 

We had reached the ultima thule 
of our voyage, Lock 1, 300 miles be- 
low Rome, by water. Heaven only 

knows how f a r  it was by land, for 
nobody ever traversed it, but we could 
feel a change in the air  which indi- 
cated a marked difference in latitude, 
and, besides, there was a glint of green 
on the waving willows and a dash of 
crimson on the maples that  showed 
that  we had glided down nearer to 
meet the springtime. 

This was about noon on Saturday. 
The drifting clouds had passed away 
and the sun shone hazily on the shaggy 
mountain peaks that  loomed up all 
around us, for  we had reached the 
point where the wild Sand mountain 
range crosses the course of the Coosa, 
and below us for eighty miles the river 
rushes over rapids and plunges along 
through narrow gorges and dashes 
over cataracts, offering an  insur- 
mountable barrier to further naviga- 
tion. 

The Federal government has ex- 
pended many thousands of dollars in 
the improvements at the three locks, 
where there is a fall of over twenty- 
five feet in the river within a few 
miles, and is still a t  work, a s  often 
a s  an appropriation can be secured, 
endeavoring to extend the navigable 
portion of the stream still farther 
southward. 

If that  eighty miles between Lock 
3 and Wetumpka could be opened, 
Rome would have 1,200 miles of water- 
way through one of the most fertile 
sections of the south, taking in the 
granaries of the Coosa valley and the 
rich cotton fields along those alluvial 
bottoms, a s  well a s  the fine timber- 
lands of the mountaln region below. 

But oh, how lonely is tha t  out-of- 
the-way region, peopled only by the 
lumbermen and "hill billies," as  the 
rural population is characterized by 
the steamboat men. I gazed on the 
lock-keeper's house, provided by the 
government, perched high on a swell- 
ing hill above the river, and wonder- 
ed how he managed to while away his 
leisure hours. 

You see, i t  is his duty to open the 
locks twice a day and see that  they 
are  in working order, whether any boat 
passes or not, and otherwise he has 
nothing to do. But there a re  plenty 
of buffalo perch in the river, and dur- 
ing the winter large flocks of wild 
geese and ducks, so that  aside from 
the solitude of his surroundings, his 
situation is not an  unpleasant one. 

Dinner was announced soon after we 
turned our faces homeward, and we 
sat  down with a relish to a bountiful 
meal, which we enjoyed a s  only such 



WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE--AND BOATS. 
Note a t  the top the sea-going appearance of the good ship 'dSequoyah", built by Troop 2 of 

the Boy Scouts in "Beaverslide" . Is it  any wonder that Rome lads can swim, dive and rail? 
.sewhere are seen various boats and bathers, the Eagle Troop of Girl Scouts a t  the Camegie 
Library. and boys engaged in games on Hamilton Field. Most of the pictures were taken Sept. 
5, 1921. 



voyagers are able after a breezy ride 
in the face of a stiff gale. 

Then began the toilsome journey up 
the river, which is full of shoals and 
unusually low for the season, which 
necessitates the most careful naviga- 
tion to prevent the vessel sticking on 
the rocks or running her nose into a 
mud bank. Six miles an hour was the 
average speed, and I had an opportu- 
nity of viewing many points noted in 
the history of the country. 

There was Canoe Creek, coming in 
from the westward, which glides 
through the wildest portion of that 
lrdountain region, whose inhabitants 
are cut off from civilization amid the 
glooqy fo ra t s  of the mountain sides 
and the low green valleys, where they 
raise their little crops and look after 
their small flocks of half wild goats, 
razor back hogs and scrub cattle. 

Then there was Big Will's valley 
and Will's creek, lying between the 
Lookout and Sand Mountain regions, 
where thousands of acres of wheat 
lands lie green and glowing with the 
first touches of spring, and where 
once the Cherokees had one of their 
most important towns in the long ago. 

A little farther up is Greensport, 
consisting of a small country store and 
a shack of a sawmill to cut the tim- 
ber rafted down from the adjacent 
mountain slopes; and nearby, the old 
Federal road, which was opened by 
General Andrew Jackson during his 
campaigns against the Five Nations, 
especially the mighty Muscogees, 
crosses the river. 

As I gazed on the adjacent landings 
on either side of the river, memories 
of Talladega, Big Bend and Emucfau 
came up before me with all the ro- 
mance attached to those memorable 
days when "Old Hickory" broke the 
spirit of those dauntless warriors and 
haughty chieftains and laid waste 
their towns, destroyed their crops and 
forced them to make terms with the 
hated pale faces. 

Ever and anon we passed a ferry 
with its long wire stretched from shore 
to shore, and slack enough to permit 
the boat to pass over *it without foul- 
ing, and the ferryman squatted in his 
flat craft, which was tied to the roots 
of some ancient tree on the shore. 

Then we would pass a group of "hill 
billies," male and female, in pictures- 
que garments huddled together on 
some overlooking bluff, in various at- 
titudes of listless interest, the girls 
giggling and gesticulating and the 
men smoking short pipes or whittling 

with long-bladed knives on some treas- 
urad scrap of white pine board which 
had been saved up for that special 
purpose. 

About the middle of the afternoon 
we reached the quaint old town of 
Gadsden, a t  one time one of the most 
important points in all that country, 
since it was in the center of the rich 
lands along the river and supplied a 
territory extending f a r  down the river 
and f a r  up into the hills on every 
hand. Prior to the war, a great deal 
of business was done a t  Gadsden, and 
as the only means of transportation 
was by the river, the traffic was very 
profitable to the steamboat owners. 

But the building of the Rome and 
Decatur and Cincinnati Southern rail- 
roads changed the face of things. At- 
talla has taken away much of the trade 
formerly enjoyed by Gadsden, and 
Birmingham and Chattanooga are get- 
ting the greater share of the business 
that formerly went to Rome, and 
steamboating is not very profitable 
these days. 

By the time we had taken on the 
cargo destined for Rome, twilight had 
fallen and we were just able to dis- 
cern a group of raftsmen signaling 
from the shore when we reached the 
ancient landing a t  Turkeytown. They 
were "hill billies" from away back, 
and a young lady who embarked a t  
the same place had the dew of the 
mountain in her deep blue eyes, and 
the scent of sweet balsam on her 
clothes, so that I knew she had come 
down from some homestead, old and 
gray, in the neighborhood of the House 
of Rocks. 

This curious place is located on the 
crest of one of the spurs of Dirtseller 
mountain, just above a circular val- 
ley through which flows Yellow Creek, 
a far-famed fishing stream It covers 
several acres, and the towering bould- 
ers are scattered around with turrets 
and pinnacles, and regular streets and 
alleys between, and looks like a de- 
serted pueblo that had been inhabited 
by a race of giants. 

Near Turkeytown, on a beautiful 
bluff crowned wieh groves of wild 
cedar, is the site of the old Moravian 
mission that was located there more 
than a hundred years ago. The rock 
work of an ancient landing place on 
the river is still to be seen, but why it 
was built in such a substantial man- 
ner is hard to imagine, as that was 
before the days of steamboats, and be- 
fore Rome or Gadsden, Birmingham 
or Chattanooga had been located. 



There is a legend that those Moravian 
missionaries learned the secret of the 

. Raccoon Creek silver mines from the 
Indians, and that they took out a 
great deal of ore in the olden days. 
But they have passed away and few 
memorials of their existence remain, 
and the location of the silver mines 
has passed from the knowledge of 
men for lo these many years. 

From that  point up, the river in- 
dulges in a series of remarkable bends, 
now trending away to the southward 
in a mighty curve; now rushing back 
to the northward in the same eccentric 
manner; and in every fold of its 
mighty sinuosities lie bodies of fertile 
lands, on which wheat, corn, cotton 
and other crops are  grown. 

The amount of chickens and eggs 
shipped to Rome from this section is 
enormous and almost incredible. We 
took on several hundred dozen a t  va- 
rious landings during the night, and 
when morning dawned the bow of the 
Resaca looked like a large incubator. 

As  we glided along the river I asked 
Captain Benjamin if he  did not con- 
sider i t  very crooked, a s  it is only fifty 
miles from Rome to Gadsden by land 
and 165 by river. 

"Well," said he, "it bends and twists 
around pretty smartly, but i t  is noth- 
ing to a river on which I boated in 
my younger days. I t  was so crooked 
that  sometimes we would have to shut 
off steam and let her drift  because of 
the danger of fouling the rudder in the 
forechains a t  the bow of the boat." 
Then I went forward and looked out 
over the water and meditated. 

Before we reached Round mountain 
I had retired to my berth, leaving the 
forward cabin in full possession of the 
"hill billies," who were piled and cross- 
ed on the floor enjoying a much needed 
rest. One of them slept with a fid- 
dle under his arm, and I heard Cap- 
tain Magruder making very emphatic 
remarks as  he picked his way through 
the throng, and then I fell asleep. 

Along about midnight I was awak- 
ened by the wailing blast of the whis- 
tle announcing the approach to some 
landing, and just a s  I opened my eyes 
I heard an  old familiar strain from 
the front cabin: 

"Oh, hop - .  light, ladies, yer cake's all 
dough ; 

Hop light, ladies, yer cake's all dough; 
Oh, hop light, ladies, yer cake's all . - 

dough ; . 
Ye needn't mind the weather so the 

wind don't blow!" 

The fiddler had roused up and was 
regaling us with his choicest music, 
and i t  sounded so much like old times 
that  I was real sorry when I heard the 
sound of his fiddle growing fainter 
and fainter a s  he left the boat a t  the 
landing and disappeared in the dark- 
ness. * ?< ::: 

FOLSOM'S FAREWELL TO 
ROME.-Montgomery M. Folsom, one 
of Georgia's accomplished journalists, 
is believed to have lived about five 
years in Rome, in which time he was 
employed a s  a member of the staff of 
The Tribune. He wrote much verse 
and many editorials, a s  well a s  the 
squibs in the day's news. He was a 
prominent member of Cherokee Lodge 
66 of Masons, and for a time lived a t  
the Catholic parsonage on Eas t  First 
Street, between Fourth and Fifth Ave- 
nues. He is known to have been on 
The Tribune Nov. 20, 1892; on Nov. 
15, 1896, he was still there. It is be- 
lieved he left in 1897 or 1898. His 
path led to Atlanta, where he contrib- 
uted for some years to the Atlanta 
Journal and the Atlanta Constitution 
before his deah. His lyrical valedictory 
to Romans follows: 

"And now a few words at parting, 
for the day is drawing nigh when I 
shall turn my face toward other scenes 
than these that  have become endeared 
to me through many trials and 
triumphs. Let us sit  down and have 
a plain, old timey talk. You all know 
how near to my heart I hold you. That 
includes all. I make no reservation. 
I came among you without a friend. 
I want to go away without an  enemy. 
If there be any of you who feel that 
I have wrongfully used you, I ask 
your forgiveness. All of you whom 
I feel have misjudged me I forgive 
freely. I love Rome and the welfare 
of .her people above all petty person- 
alities. 

"Time will efface all the scars. In  
the golden glory of the beautiful years 
to come I shall look back with pride 
and gratitude that  I was once a citi- 
zen of Rome. I trust that  the Great 
Ruler of the universe will strengthen 
and sustain me so that  you may never 
have cause to deplore the confidence 
which you have so generously reposed 
in me. Your faults a re  so infinitesi- 
mal that  they are lost to sight in the 
contemplation of your virtues. You 
are  an  ambitious and a high-spirited 
people, and f a i r  a s  the dawn is the 
horoscope of your future destiny. 

"I utter this prediction, and I do i t  



without flattery, that the day will 
come when yours will be one of the 
fairest cities in all the Southland. I 
have traveled much and during my 
checkered career I have come in con- 
tact with many people. I have never 
seen the superiors of the good people 
of Rome and there are more genuine 
good people and fewer sorry ones to 
the size of the place than I have ever 
found anywhere. Your men would 
hold their own in any community and 
your women would adorn the highest 
circles in any sphere. 

"When I speak of the women of 
Rome, a great flood of chivalrous ten- 
derness sweeps over my soul. I have 
watched them in their works and ways. 
I have seen their generous kindliness 
and their deeds of daring, their pa- 
tience and perseverance, and, abwe  
all, the ideals of moral and spiritual 
elevation after which their daily lives 
are patterned. Verily, the prediction 
of the future achievement of the race 
is well assured with such an exalted 
niotherhood. These are not idle words, 
but the freely rendered homage of one 
who claims to be able to appreciate 
the splendor of their glorious exem- 
plification of t rue  womanliness. 

"Oh, I have had a good time in 
Rome. I have had some troubles, but  
I am going to forget them. When I 
think of the innumerable blessings that  
I have enjoyed during my stay here, 
the ills a re  already forgotten. My 
memory is very defective in  regard to  
troubles, anyway. I t  is so much pleas- 
anter to remember the things that  I 
have enjoyed. Recalling sorrows gives 
people mental indigestion and sourness 
of the intellect. Life is so short tha t  
we ought to keep the flowers bloom- 
ing inside when the frost nips them 
outside, and pluck up and cast out the 
weeds a s  fast  a s  they appear. 

"And your preachers. Now, you 
have caught me. I confess to being 
a jolly old pagan, for I have not been 
to preaching often. I have not heard 
them preach. But  you forget one 
thing. I have felt them preach. I 
have seen them day and night in the 
highways and byways, in the privacy 
of the home and in public places, and 
what I have lacked in hearing I have 
absorbed through the pores of my 
heart, which I never allow to become 
clogged to the prevention of that re- 
ceptivity of good influences which 
keeps the trembling needle of con- 
science pointing steadily to the pole 
s ta r  of God. 

"Oh, you are  a good people, a great 
people, destined to be a grander still, 

in the beautiful years to come. Call 
me a n  idle dreamer, a n  optimist, if 
you please. The sons of these gra- 
cious mothers shall yet inherit a richer 
legacy than falls t o  the share of many 
of the sons of men. They will inherit 
that fai th and fortitude, that  fidelity 
to duty and perseverance in the paths 
of progress that a re  so characteristic 
of those whose white hands are  sus- 
taining their white souls in the uprear- 
ing of a fabric t ha t  shall stand till 
time shall be no more! 

"Go on in your ways of energetic 
development. Give f ree  rein to every 
noble aim and aspiration. You can- 
not place your ideals too high. Better 
that you should never reach them than 
that  you should set  them so low that  
when attained you would be mortified 
to realize tha t  they were so ignoble 
a s  not to be worth the toil and trou- 
ble. I a m  following out my own des- 
tiny. My life is in the hands of God. 
All that  I ask is that  He will 
strengthen and sustain me in my ef- 
forts until my life work is ended this 
side the river. 

"I am sorry that  I shall not be the 
first to discover the fringe of green 
on the grim old willows on the banks 
of the Etowah. Think of me when you 
hear the wild birds singing among 
their budding boughs. Remember me 
for the good that I desired to do, and 
not for  the mistakes I made, for they 
are many. But you will do that. You 
are  all too generous to treasure ill 
feelings and too high-spirited to be 
mean and malicious. We know each 
other, you and I. But  here the roads 
fork. I must be going. So must you. 
And now God be with you till we meet 
again !" 

:* * :I: 

"LORD BERESFORISS" ADVEN- 
TURES.-The period of 1890-1900 was 
marked by the decline of the steamboat 
business, due to increased competition 
from the railroads, and the appear- 
ance of the plausible "Lord Beres- 
ford," known in real life by the name 
of Sidney Lascelles." 

"Lord Beresford" was "discovered" 
in New York City about 1893 by a 
young Roman named McGuire. He 
was living in style and to all appear- 
ances was  a polished gentleman and 
everything else he claimed to be. in- 
cluding his descendancy from Lord 
Beresford, the English nobleman. Ac- 
cording to his story, he was looking - 

*One of the Lascelles family in 1922 married 
Princess Mary, danahtel. of King George V.. of 
London, Eng. 



o f  the University of church. 

for a n  opportunity to invest $1,000,- 
000. Mr. McGuire told him he knew 
where such a n  opportunity reposed- 
a t  Rome, Ga. 

"Lord Beresford" may o r  may not 
have had the price of a railroad ticket 
to Rome; he got to Rome nevertheless, 
and was immediately taken i n  tow by 
the proprietors of the Etna  Iron 
Works. This concern's properties were 
given in for taxation a t  about $30,000, 
but out of consideration of the plight 
of such an  exceptional stranger, he 
might have half of the stock of the 
concern for $500,000. After negotiat- 
ing for  a week, during which time he 
expressed complete satisfaction over 
his contemplated trade, "Lord Beres- 
ford" stated tha t  he would need a bit 
of "change" to complete his arrange- 
ments. He proposed to give his per- 
sonal ,check on a London bank for 
something like $2,000; the E t n a  inter- 
ests accepted the check and financed 
i t  through the First  National Bank of 
Rome. 

Long before the check could reach 
the astonished officials of the London 
institution with which no such indi- 
vidual had a n  account, "Lord Beres- 
ford" had bought a ticket back to New 
York without saving goodbye to his 

hosts, and he carried with him a dia- 
mond ring loaned by a young woman 
friend of short acquaintance. 

J. W. Lancaster, local photographer 
who had a t  one time or  another snap- 
ped nearly every family group in the 
Hill City, was kept busy several days 
making copies of photographs of "Lord 
Beresford" for detective agencies and  
police stations throughout. the coun- 
try. Eventually the culprit was ap- 
prehended in New York, and Deputy 
Sheriff Dallas Turner went up and 
brought him back. On the train re- 
turning was a Roman who engaged in 
conversation with His Highness, and 
was so deeply impressed with his phil- 
anthropic pretensions that  he declared 
to his fellow townsman tha t  nothing 
but good could emanate from this man. 
Indeed, "Lord Beresford" had friends 
whose sympathies were so thoroughly 
touched tha t  they sent flowers to his 
cell in the Floyd County jail and sup- 
plied him with every toothsome viand 
and . literary morsel the heart could 
wish. The steady stream of visitors 
taxed the patience of the sheriff and 
jailor, Jake C. Moore; those stories of 
the castle in  England and of princes 
and princesses, taken with the laven- 
der in his silk handkerchief and his 



exquisite get-up in general, proved ir- 
resistible. 

"Lord Beresford" appeared to have 
been looking for  money rather than for  
a n  opportunity to spend his own. His 
note book was full of the names and 
addresses of persons he had met here 
and there, so he dropped them a line 
explaining the horrible misapprehen- 
sion which had led to his temporary 
detainment. One of his former travel- 
ing companions was the late George 
Selden, head of the Erie City Iron 
Works, of Erie, Pa., an  uncle of the 
late George D. Selden, until his death 
recently also head of that  concern, and 
well known to older Romans through 
busizess deals a t  Rome. Mr. Selden 
wrote a friend to advance "Lord Beres- 
ford" a reasonable amount of money. 
The erudite friend visited the jail, 
heard from the lips of Sheriff Moore 
that  "Lord Beresford" did not need 
any additional physical comforts and 
was an  unconscionable scoundrel, and 
wrote back t o  Mr. Selden these im- 
pressions. It was learned later that  
Mr. Selden sent him $200 or $300 
through another individual. 

The prisoner had married a wealthy 
woman in New York, through whose 
influence with Atlanta friends and rel- 
atives he was freed on bond. While 
awaiting trial, he opened a bicycle 
shop on the ground floor of the Arm- 
strong Hotel; the bicycle craze was 
a t  its height, and he sold a lot of 
bicycles in Rome and elsewhere, and 
probably made part  payments on some 
of them. He gave a Rome boy a nice 
bicycle and touched his "daddy" for  
a loan of $600. He always said he  
would explain the whole affair a t  the 
proper time, but  when the time came, 
his excuses were too flimsy; a jury 
found him guilty of cheating and 
swindling, and Judge Jno. W. Maddox 
sentenced him to two years in the pen- 
itentiary, or  similar term. He was 
represented by Attorney Linton A. 
Dean, and prosecuted by Solicitor Gen- 
eral  Cicero T. Clements. He served 
pa r t  of his sentence in a lumber camp 
as time keeper and sort of secretary of 
the gang; and i t  was said he was so 
smooth that he  would soon have own- 
ed the "works" had he not decided to  
depart and breath the air of freedom. 
H e  was captured near Americus and 
put back again, and finally his sen- 
tence ended. 

During his confinement he enjoyed 
considerable leisure, a s  before, and 
wrote a humorous paper on his ex- 
periences, which he published in pam- 
phlet form a t  perhaps 25 cents a copy, 

and which his friends bought eagerly 
to see what he had to say about Rome. 
From the memory of one who read a 
copy the following is quoted: 

"I was much impressed by  the 
thoughtfulness of my host and hostess, 
and also occasionally amused. The 
good lady inquired of me, 'Milord, a t  
what hour would i t  suit Your High- 
ness to breakfast?' 

"Midam, a t  11 o'clock," I replied. 
"She had thoughtfully instructed 

the colored butler to observe the royal 
etiquette and to follow the royal form, 
and so he said to me a t  table: 

'"Won't you have some buckwheat 
cakes, My God?' 

"I had exceeding difficulty repress- 
ing a smile." 

"Lord Beresbord's". wife received ev- 
idence of his pranks with other wom- 
en and quit him; presently he turned 
up in Fitzgerald and married another 
with money, and when she died shortly 
afterward he got about $40,000 of her 
funds. Everywhere he went he left in 
his wage a string of shady, transac- 
tions. His real name and defalcations 
bobbed up in New York; he went west 
and got into another peck of trouble, 
and finally succumtbed to consumption 
a t  Asheville, N. C., about 1898. 

The confidence which certain friends 
had in  "Lord Beresford's" good inten- 
tions. was expressed in the following 
incident: After he  had made bond 
and entered the bicycle business, the 
Merchants' Association had occasion 
to hold a meeting and elect a delegate 
to a convention in a far-off city. 
Somebody seriously nominated "Lord 
Beresford," and i t  appeared tha t  he 
might have no opposition until a mem- 
ber arose and declared if Beresford 
went, he would resign. This bomb- 
shell broke up the plan, and another 
delegate was chosen. 

+ :F * 
HAIR FOR THE HAIRLESS.- 

In the year 1895 a fraud was discov- 
ered tha t  outdid "wooden nutmegs." A 
salesman appeared who guaranteed 
that in  a month or  two he could grow 
hair on the baldest head. He showed 
a photograph of his own shiny dome 
"before using;" and, quoth he, "just 
look at me now!" 

Sure enough, the picture was a hope- 
less sight; only a lonesome fringe hung 
around his ears; while on his head a s  
he stood before the prospective "vic- 
tim" was as fine a growth of hair 
as  could be found. For $25 he would 
warrant a "cure" to anybody, no mat- 



ter how everything else had failed; 
only $10 was to be paid on receipt of 
a large bottle of "hair restorer," and 
the balance was due after the hair 
appeared in luxuriance. 

Quite a number of leading Romans 
who had almost given up hope added 
tc the man's worldly store; but along 
came one noted for his sagacity and 
ability to detect fakes, and said: 

"Stranger, you can't sell anybody in 
this store. The day of miracles is 
past. It looks to me like you shaved 
your head for that picture, and the 
photographer made you a sleek dome 
instead of one covered with fine stub- 
ble. Get out of here!" 

* * *  
ROME SUBMERGED: A REAL 

FRESHET.-When a town is built 
upon a hill, i t  must encounter high 
winds, and when i t  is built on a river, 
it must combat high water. Rome has 
hills on all sides, but the heart of Rome 
is between two rivers a t  their junc- 
tion, and when the high waters come, 
Romans move upstairs and paddle 
about as best they can until the reces- 
sion sets in. 

At the Azores Islands the natives 
are constantly battling plagues which 
take their fruits and other crops. Now 
and then a volcano spews forth its hot 
lava and covers a town; but the na- 
tives never give up, and neither do 
the Romans lose heart when the Eto- 
wah and the Oostanaula occasionally 
break out of bank and race through 
front yards. For that matter, pre- 
ventive measures have been taken 
which greatly lessen the inconven- 
iences; Broad Street has been raised 
a maximum of eight feet over its for- 
mer level, and every possible approach 
to i t  has been elevated corresponding- 
ly. Perhaps once a year, as in most 
river towns, a little water goes in store 
basements, so that shifting of "cargo" 
to an upper "deck" is necessary; the 
rabbits are  all driven out of the low 
grounds, and the rabbit hunters have 
a picnic for two or three days. Event- 
ually all the inconvenience will no 
doubt disappear, for the town is grow- 
ing in the direction of hills which 
tower high above any possible rise; 
and it has even been suggested that  
some 100 acres a t  the forks be left 
clear of buildings in the distant fu- 
ture and converted into a park. Some 
people think there is no further dan- 
ger of a serious flood, while others' 
claim that the backage from the Mayo 
Bar Lock (lock and dam), eight miles 
down the Coosa, has raised the nor- 

mal level of the water two or three 
feet a t  Rome above the old level. 

Suggests Something to Think About. 
-Things used to be different. There 
is a legend which says citizens once 
hitched their canoes on Tower Bill 
above the old court house. This yarn 
related to the time the Indians were 
still around here, and it sounds like 
Virgil A. Stewart after a feast of ice 
cream and catfish. Old settlers tell 
of a freshet in 1881 which broke 
through the banks a t  Foster's Bend, 
Coosa River, some 16 miIes below 
Rome, and washed clear a lot of Tn- 
dian relics in a mound on the Foster 
(Moultrie) farm, so that Wesley 0. 
Connor went over from Cave Spring 
and got a lot of valuable specimens. 

Prof. Connor took a one-horse wagon 
to the same place after the freshet of 
1886, and carried i t  home well filled; 
he got mortars and pestles, toma- 
hawks, wampum, spear heads, peace 
pipes, pottery, Indian money and a t  
least a bushel of arrow heads, and also 
several skulls of warriors bold. 

The rain appears to have begun 
falling Monday, March 29, 1886. It 
kept up in a deluge for several days, 
until the waters were a t  flood stage 
on Wednesday, March 31, and worse 
on Thursday. Rome was not the only 
sufferer. The South suffered, from 
Virginia to Texas. The towns in the 
hills did not escape. A number of 
lives were lost, but none definitely a t  
Rome. Atlanta's waterworks plant 
and pumping station were seriously 
crippled and many of her streets made 
impassable. 

The Rome correspondent of the At- 
lanta Constitution sent messages by 
wire to his paper as long as  the wa- 
ter remained below the operator's 
transmitter. Then he went out to get 
a ham sandwich by canoe and left the 
field to the late Edward C. Bruffey, 
who was admirably qualified to paddle 
through it. "Bruff" tells all about i t  
in the last three dispatches quoted be- 
low. The items. are all from The Con- 
stitution and the dates of dispatching 
and of printing are affixed a t  the 
opening and closing of each article, 
respectively : 

Rome Drenched.-Rome, Ga., March 
29, 1886.- (Special.) - 0 e  heavy 
rains have swelled the creeks and 
rivers, and there is great danger of 
freshets. Advices from the headwaters 
of the Oostanaula report heavy rains. 
-Tuesday, March 30, 1886. 



Rome Submerged.-Rome, Ga., Mar. 
30.- (Special.) -Rome is threatened 
with the greatest freshet in her his- 
tory. Since Friday night i t  is estimat- 
ed there has been a rainfall of more 
than six inches, nearly two inches more 
than preceded the great freshet of 
1881. Worst of all, the end is not 
yet. The rain still continues, and at 
noon is pouring in torrents. The old- 
est inhabitants shake their heads 
gloomily and are despondent. 

The Oostanaula River is rising 
eight inches an  hour, and the Coosa 
and the Etowah are making terrible 
headway. The water has just reach- 
ed Broad Street and will be two or 
three feet from the Rome Hotel to 
Norton's corner. At the foot of How- 
ard Street (Second Avenue) and in the 
Fourth Ward i t  will be deeper. 

Early this morning the middle sec- 
tion of the new bridge of the Rome 
and Carrollton Railway washed away 
and is now lodged against the piers 
of the Broad Street bridge. Great 
fears are entertained for the latter 
bridge, and men are a t  work trying 
to remove the debris. 

Broad Street this afternoon presents 
a busy scene. Merchants are remov- 
ing goods from their stores and tak- 
ing every possible precaution against 
the flood. Being thoroughly fore- 
warned, there will be no damage to 
the merchandise. At the foot of How- 
ard Street the residents are moving 
from one-story houses, and those resid- 
ing in two-story buildings are moving 
upstairs. 

The Superior Court, which has been 
in session, adjourned unM Monday. 

Our railroad communication is en- 
tirely cut off, no mail having been re- 
ceived or dispatched today. 

At this hour, 8:30 p. m., Broad 
Street from Norton's corner to the 
bridge is one sheet of water from two 
to four feet deep. Every leading bus- 
iness house, except for a few between 
Norton's and the Central Hotel, is sub- 
merged. The cotton warehouse, water 
works, gas house, and a large number 
of private dwellings are under water. 
The flood is now within a few inches 
of that of 1881, which was the highest 
ever known in Rome, and the rivers 
are still rising eight inches an hour. 
It is raining in torrents. We do not 
know what tomorrow will bring forth. 
Intense excitement prevails and 
groups of people are on that  part of 
Broad Street that is still dry. It is 
feared that many merchants have not 
raised their goods high enough, though 

all have raised them four or five feet 
above the high water mark of 1881. 
No loss of life is yet reported. The 
streets are  in darkness. Thus fa r  
there is little damage except to the 
railroads. 

Nine O'clock P. M.-The rivers are 
still rising. The water is nearly a t  
the top of the tables in the Western 
Uhion office here, and communication 
can be held but a few minutes longer. 
The operator is telegraphing while 
standing on his table and momentarily 
looks for a break. Your correspond- 
ent has just returned from-(At this 
paint the wires refused to work, and 
communication between Rome and At- 
lanta ended for the night.-Editors 
Gnstitution.-Wednesday, March 31, 
1886. --- 

The Delayed Wedding.-Mr. Geo. 
N. West, of Carrollton, who came 
to Atlanta two evenings ago, intend- 
ing to go on through to Rome, where 
he was to have been married yester- 
day a t  1 o'clock to Miss Mary Lou 
Colclough, is still in the city. He 
could get no word to Rome, and the 
people there have no idea where he 
is. Nor does he know anything about 
the people in Rome, except the fact 
that the horde a t  which he was to 
have been married is more than ten 
feet under water.-Thursday, April 1, 
1886. 

Rome Absolutely Cut Of.-The 
Constitution made every endeavor 
to reach Rome yesterday by wire, 
but w'ithout success. The Rome 
and Carrollton Railway is almost 
washed away, and the Rome and King- 
ston road is in almost as bad a fix. 
The East Tennessee does not know 
when it can again reach Rome. This 
absolutely cuts the city off from the 
world. At last accounts it was ten 
feet under water in some places, and 
the water was still rising. The coun- 
ty is water-bound by the flooded creeks 
and the bridges of its public roads are 
gone. It is possible that something 
will be heard from the city today. 

There have been filed a t  the West- 
ern Union office in Atlanta over 200 
messages from individuals in this city 
to those in Rome, and all still hang on 
the hook of the telegraph office in this 
city, or have been returned. As it is, 
The Constitution's message of Tues- 
day night is the last from Rome.- 
Thursday, April 1, 1886. 

An Olive Leaf From the Flooded 
Hill City.-Rome has been heard from 



ROME SUBMERCED BY THE FRESHET OF 1886. 
This picture was taken Apr. I ,  and is presented h e n  through the courtesy of Mrs. Henry J. Hine. I t  shows Broad Street and Nevin's 

Opera House; a t  the right a paddle wheel boat propelled by man-powe* the property of Col. C. N. Featherston. The water was 10 feet deep 
here. and the Steamer Mitchell, in command of Luke C. Mitchell, steamed by. In spite of the hardships, the Romans maintained a cheerful 
demeanor. 



a t  last, but the news is only that  
up to Wednesday night. What 
is known of the condition of the 
city comes from an extra edition of 
the Rome Bulletin, printed yesterday 
and brought to The Constitution by 
Capt. Sanford Bell, of the Western & 
Atlantic Road. It was printed ges- 
terday (Friday) on a little 8x12-inch 
hand press, and a copy was carried 
from Rome to Kingston by somebody 
who succeeded in getting through the 
country. Here i t  fell into Capt. Bell's 
hands. Extracts from i t  follow: 

"On Tuesday morning a bulletin 
board was placed in front of The Bul- 
letin office. We put up a bulletin: 
'Move your goods 12 inches higher 
than the mark of 1881.' 

"We moved everything up except 
our heavy presses, and took out a large 
sized Liberty press to Dr. P. L. Turn- 
ley's drug store, where this issue was 
printed. The editor tried long to  get 
a boat, and finally procured one half 
full of water. He managed to reach 
the office door about 12 noon, where 
there was three feet of water. The 
boat was then nearly full of water, 
and i t  was a desperate effort to get 
it to land before i t  would sink. With 
wet clothing and wet feet he caught 
cramp and had to beat a retreat. By 
10 the next morning there was eight 
feet of water in The Bulletin office. 

"It was appalling to go down Broad 
Street. The water was five feet high- 
e r  than the flood of 1881. 

"Losses and damage : 
"Thos. Fahy's, silks, laces, etc., $15,- 

000; Hardy & Co., $5,000; Rounsaville 
& Bro., $15,000. J. A. Rounsaville got 
in a t  the second story and cut a hole 
through the floor and got out books 
and papers. 

"In nine or ten feet of water a cow 
and a calf were swimming on Broad 
Street. Connor 0'Rear7s stern-wheel 
boat came along and several men call- 
ed to the animals to follow. The cow 
was about to give up when Mr. O'Rear 
caught her by the horns and towed her 
to land. The calf swam out. Mules 
swam after boats past the First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

"The young ladies of the Rome Fe- 
male College came to the Central Hotel 
in charge of Prof. Sam C. Caldwell 
and Prof. McLean, and went out rid- 
ing in two boats. 

"Dr. J. B. S. Holmes had to swim 
his horses out of his stable .on How- 
ard Street (Second Avenue). 

"Ten homes between the Rome Rail- 

road and the Etowah River floated 
away. Samuel Lusk, Pink Turner, 
Will Curr, I. S. Davis, Dr. E. P. Love- 
lace, Charlie Ansley, Capt. W. T. 
Smith, Dan Ramsey, M. F. Govan, W. 
P. 07Neill, Mr. Jones, J. M. Lovelace, 
Chas. Gammon and C. 0. Stillwell lost 
their houses and most of the contents. 
John Eve's house floated to the mid- 
dle of Howard Street and finally went 
on down. 

''A party of gentlemen were watch- 
ing the Etowah River near Howard 
Street and saw a house float down. 
On its roof was a man who was ges- 
ticulating and calling for help. An- 
other report said a whole family was 
on the house. 

"A good deal of anxiety was felt for 
Capt. J. N. Perkins, who was calmly 
looking out of a second-story window. 
He and his family were rescued and 
taken to Broad Street. 

"A gentleman said to a Bulletin 
man: 'I have lost everything. I said 
to my wife a t  breakfast time, "When 
you married me I was worth $3,000 to 
$3,500. Now, it is all gone!" "Well," 
said she, "we have four boys and good 
health; that is all we need!" 

"A box car floated away from the 
railroad into South Street (First Ave- 
nue) and was turned upside down. 

"The Steamer Mitchell spent some 
time relieving people in DeSoto and 
taking them away from their homes. 

"A. W. Walton estimates the dam- 
age to cotton a t  $10,000 to $15,000. 
B. I. Hughes thinks $25,000 will cover 
the damage to the town. 

"The trestle approaching the Rome 
and Carrollton bridge is gone, as well 
as the bridge. 

"The people in East Rome held a 
meeting to establish a ferry a t  the site 
of the late bridge (over the Etowah 
a t  Howard Street). 

"It was reported that Mr. Woodruff 
counted fifteen houses floating by. J. 
L. Johnson's stable and Mr. Belcher's 
house in East Rome have gone. 

"At 1:15 a. m. a tremendous crash 
was heard in the lower part of the city, 
and it was known that the bridge a t  
the lower end of Broad Street was 
gone. A gentleman a t  the Rome Hotel 
said he saw a light on the bridge and 
i t  went out just as the crash came, 
and he heard a man cry, 'Ain't you 
coming to help me? Are you going 
to let me drown?' I t  was rumored 
that there was a special watchman on 
the bridge. 



"When morning came there was not 
a bridge on the Etowah but the E. T. 
V. & G. near Forrestville. The only 

' bridge remaining to Rome is the one 
across the Oostanaula River a t  Bridge 
Street (Fifth Avenue). 

"We learn from Capt. E. J. Ma- 
gruder that there was no watchman on 
the Broad Street bridge, but there was 
one a t  Patton's, who called out to peo- 
ple a t  the E. T. V. & G. Railroad 
depot just before the bridge went."- 
Saturday, April 3, 1886. 

Waters Receding.-Rome, Ga., April 
2.-(Special.)-The waters which 
have been raging in Rome since 
Tuesday last are receding, and the Hill 
City people are beginning to smile 
again. One who has not seen the des- 
titution and desolation caused by the 
flood can have no idea of the situa- 
tion. The city is full of water, the 
streets are hidden from view, and the 
houses for a quarter of a mile away 
from the river are surrounded by the 
yellow, muddy stuff that no more de- 
serves the name of water than does 
the water from the Atlanta water- 
works. 

Rome was finally reached by your 
correspondent after a perilous train 
trip across the Etowah River bridge, 
thence by way of Kingston in a buggy. 
The spectacle that  greeted me as  I 
reached the city was one never to be 
flood can have a n  idea of the sieua- 
forgotten. Broad Street from the Cen- 
tral Hotel to the rivers is one sheet 
of muddy water, while every street 
running parallel with Broad is  cover- 
ed too. The Central Hotel is the point 
nearest the stream, and here every- 
body congregates. A hundred skiffs 
are moored nearby. Men who have 
built these water riders are reaping a 
small fortune by conveying people 
around to look a t  the roofs of their 
houses, or to hunt a house that  has 
floated away. A ride down Broad 
Street in one of these Venetian gon- 
dolas made of Georgia pine makes a 
cold shiver run down one's back. Stores 
with closed doors, and goods and boxes 
floating about greet the eye. Thurs- 
day night the flood was seven feet 
higher than the flood of 1881. Not 
less than 20 dwellings have been swept 
away. Late Tuesday night, March 30, 
the Broad Street bridge, the Howard 
Street bridge and the East Tennessee 
Railroad bridge were swept out of ex- 
istence. Conservative men in Rome 
place the damage a t  $300,000, and as 
much more in the country. 

I t  is reported that a negro woman 
and her boy have been drowned. 

There has been no mail since Tues- 
day. 

A boat with four negroes capsized 
on Howard Street. They were saved 
by a party of gentlemen. 

The Baptists are determined that 
the state convention shall be held here 
as planned. The people will provide 
generously for the delegates, despite 
their misfortune. 

Fourth Ward is completely under 
water. Thirty cases of measles had to 
be moved. One store with a stock of 
merchandise floated away. Many poor 
families lost all. The suffering .is in- 
tense, but for once it is  among the 
rich as well as among the poor. 

Howard Street, the Peachtree of 
Rome, is a sheet of water fro'm end 
to end, and Brussels carpets, parlor 
furniture, lace curtains, pianos and 
bric-a-brac are ruined by the carloads. 

John Lovelace was driven from his 
house and carried nothing out. J. L. 
McGhee got away no better. Judge 
Joel Branham has deserted his lower 
floor and is living on the top floor. 
One of the finest pianos in Rome was 
saved here. H. H. Smith was driven 
out of his handsome residence. Mrs. 
W. L. Whitely escaped with her life 
only. William Ramey surrendered his 
house to the water. Major Fouche and 
Capt. Stillwell are living away from 
home. 

Bales of cotton, box cars and hogs 
on rafts are floating about the streets. 
A bale of hay came down one of the 
rivers with a crowing rooster on it. 
The people are cheerful.-Edward C. 
Bruffey, Saturday, April 3, 1886. 

A Perilous Trip to Rome.-King- 
ston Ga., April 2.-(Special.)- 
Tuesday morning, after all trains had 
stopped running on the Rome Rail- 
road, and the Etowah overflow had 
covered most of its track, Capt. John 
J. Seay came up from Atlanta to 
Kingston on the morning passenger, 
saying he must get to Rome, where 
his family and his property were. He 
and John H. Harris started on this 
perilous trip in a buggy, while the 
rain came down in blinding sheets. 
They drove through water some three 
or four feet deep for four miles. 
Reaching what is usually a small 
stream, near the Barnsley place, and 
being advised by a farmer that it was 
fordable, they drove in. The horse had 
gone only a few steps when he be- 



VARIOUS WAYS EMPLOYED TO GET AROUND. 
Batteaux are in heavy demand when the water rises. In addition to sewing for trans- 

portation purposes, they are often used by hunting parties who find many rabbits caught 
in queer places. An automobile is shown splashing its way along Second Avenue, and others 
are plowing across a low place in West Fifth. The pictures were taken in the spring of 1921. 



gan to swim. The current was so They burden each mail with letters to 
swift i t  washed horse and buggy down their friends telling them that Rome 
the creek. is still sitting on her hills, from 

Capt. Seay cried out, "Mr. Harris, whence she will continue to rule the 
can vou swim?" commerce of the Coosa Valley. 

"Like a duck," returned Mr. Harris. 
['I can't; not a stroke," declared 

Capt. Seay. 
At this moment the horse and buggy 

stopped against a log. Mr. Harris 
made a flying leap for a sawmill slab 
he espied protruding from the water, 
which he caught and clung to until he 
could unhitch the horse. Jumping on 
the animal, he swam to the rear of 
the buggy, which by that time had 
again started down stream. Catching 
on to the wheel, still holding to the 
horse, Mr. Harris started for the 
shore. 

All this time Capt Seay was sitting 
in the buggy, wet and shivering with 
cold, amazement depicted on his coun- 
tenance a t  the coolness and daring of 
his companion. 

After the wheels had hit bottom, 
Mr. Harris made fast the lines and 
.pulled the buggy safely on the bank, 
Capt. Seay exclaiming, "We are safe! 
We are  safe!" 

Messrs. Foots Roode, Judge Sanford, 
Prof. Agostino, and Mr. Drewry left 
Rome the same day and came near 
drowning in a stream. They had to 
cut their horses loose and swim out, 
leaving their carriage to float down- 
stream.-Edward C. Buffey, Saturday, 
April 3, 1886. -- 
Spirit of the Romans.-Rome, Ga., 

April 3.- (Special.) -The people are 
remarkably buoyant in spirit, and as 
the waters recede their buoyancy 

. ascends little by little. 
The flood is the most wonderful and 

remarkable in the South, but decided- 
ly more wonderful and remarkable are 
the courage, nerve and equipoise of the 
people who have suffered. 

No city in the world has more ener- 
getic, conservative and safe business 
nlen than Rome, and every factor in 
her trade, commerce and society is 
loyal to his city and devoted to her 
interests None of them think of de- 
serting her now in the hour of adver- 
sity, but on the contrary, the bad luck 
seems to weld tighter and harder the 
bond between them and their home. 
The men are not alone in their de- 
termination to stick by the Hill City. 
The ladies, young and old, married and 
single, love the town, and with tongue 
and pen they boast of her advantages. 

On the banks of the Etowah stand 
the warerooms of Battey & Hamiltons. 
These gentlemen conduct a large 
wholesale and retail grocery business, 
and handle many bales of cotton. They 
probably had 1,500 bales of cotton in 
the warehouse. Mr. Battey is one of 
the most energetic men in the Hill 
City; he has push and pluck enough 
for half a dozen men, and when he re- 
aiized the danger he hired a colony of 
negroes and went to work. He packed 
his cotton above high water mark, and 
when the water still came up, he chop- 
ped holes through the roof of the ware- 
house and lifted the cotton out. A 
great many bales floated out, and 
steamers gathered them in. The task 
was a hard one, but nearly all the cot- 
k n  was saved. The firm's stock of 
groceries was quite low, but was con- 
siderably damaged. Probably Battey 
& Hamiltons can come nearer telling 
their loss than any one in Rome, and 
it is put down by them a t  $8,000 to 
$10,000. 

Across the street i s  the new Rome 
Hotel. The water reached the second 
story of this building, and as the 
water went up, the people in the hotel 
also went up. They have since been 
living upstairs. Boats ride up to the 
second-story porch and take on or dis- 
charge their cargo of human freight. 
-Edward C. Bruffey, Sunday, April 
4, 1886. 

-- 
The water rose to 40.3 feet above 

normal water level. Judge Joel Bran- 
ham's law office and residence a t  the 
northeast corner of Second Avenue 
and East First Street is 33 feet above 
normal, and the water reached his 
ground floor mantels. Judge Bran- 
ham hired a negro to help him move 
upstairs; his fine piano was hitched 
to the lower stairway. He was due 
to celebrate on April 24 his silver wed- 
ding anniversary with his wife, who 
was Miss Georgia Cuyler, but the con- 
fusion arising from the freshet caused 
the event to be postponed. The con- 
vention of Georgia Baptists was held 
as planned, a few days after the 
water went down, and the judge, be- 
ing a staunch Baptist and favorable to 
immersion (if necessary) on such an 
occasion, bought up all the frying-size 
chickens in the neighborhood and had 
them cooked for the visitors. 



The determination of Romans was 
aptly expressed by a delegate: "You 
folks can dispense more genuine hos- 
pitality in a sea of mud than anybody 
I ever knew!" 

The mayor of Rome a t  that time 
was Samuel M. Knox. He wanted to 
appeal to sister cities for help. "I 
can have $5,000 here in 24 hours," he 
declared. "Don't do any such thing," 
urged Judge Branham; "it would cost 
us more than $5,000. We have a lot 
of Baptists coming, and they won't 
make the trip if they get scared of a 
little water. We can take care of our- 
selves." 

The appeal was not sent, and Rome 
pulled herself together handsomely. 

It was an  event never to be for- 
gotten. Citizens went looking for their 
houses and certain straying members 
of their families. A "freshet scout" 
came in with the report that a house 
had just floated by with the owner, 
an Irishman, on the roof, and com- 
placently smoking a corn-cob pipe. It 
was stated that the marooner said ev- 
erything he possessed had been swept 
down, and his only hope lay in going 
in the same direction. 

Luke C. Mitchell, of the Fourth 
Ward, is authority for the statement 
that i t  was his steamboat, the Mitch- 
ell, with himself a t  the wheel, that 
steamed up Broad Street, which was 
about ten feet deep in water. The 
Mitchell had been tied up a t  the old 
wharf on the town side of the Etowah 
near the junction of the rivers. Capt. 
Mitchell had just received word that 
Adolphus Harbour's fine mare was 
swimming in Mr. Harbour's barnyard 
in the Fourth Ward, so he determined 
to rescue her. With Jep Camp as en- 
gineer and Hutch Moore along as 
"able-bodied seaman," he cut up the 
Etowah to Broad, turned wheel hard 
left and set his course northward up 
Rome's main business thoroughfare. 
Broad was under water as f a r  as 
Fifth Avenue, so Capt. Mitchell turn- 
ed to the left a t  Fourth Avenue, 
steamed past the City Hall and across 
the Oostanaula into the Fourth Ward. 
At Fourth and Broad Virgil A. Stew- 
a r t  and Jas. 0. Winfrey tied their 
batteaux alongside and clambered 
aboard. The course lay along Fifth 
Avenue, and close to the Fifth Ave- 
nue Baptist Church.* 

Cries for help being heard, Capt. 
Mitchell stopped and took Barnum El- 
ders out of a second story window. On 
reaching the Harbour place, they 
found the mare half frozen from the 
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cold, and nearly exhausted. They 
broke the fence and led her by a halter 
to a high point near the home of Mrs. 
Hiram D. Hill, on Avenue C. The 
mare was shivering, and so weak she 
could scarcely stand. Mr. Harbour, 
the owner, now lives a t  Wimpee's 
Ferry, Oostanaula River. 

Shortly prior to this incident, Capt. 
Mitchell had manned the Steamer Joel 
Marable and set out in pursuit of the 
Selma, Rome & Dalton Railroad 
wooden bridge down the Coosa River. 
He ran a line from his pilot house 
to a bridge stay and reversed his en- 
gines; but the Marable was too light 
and of insufficient power. After play- 
ing with the bridge all the way to 
Coosa (about 16 miles), he cast off 
and returned to his base. He had less 
trouble saving a freight car loaded 
with cotton and provisions.** 

B. I. Hughes, cashier of the First 
National Bank, reported the water 
over the doors of the vault, and per- 
haps $100,000 in bills flooded. 

He took out the packages, heavily 
covered with river mud, and spread. 
the bills before a grate fire, and in 
time had them all dry. The bank did 
not lose a dollar except in a small lot 
of new stationery. Mr. Hughes re- 
ported further that very few .failures 
resulted from flood losses, and that 
the balance of the year was full of 
building activity. 

It is worthy of note that two other 
pranks of nature were played on Ro- 
mans about this time. A distinct 
earthquake shock was felt, and two 
feet of snow, the heaviest Rome has 
ever had, blocked the horse cars and 
seriously interfered with other traffic 
for two or three days.*** 

Less than a year after the freshet, 
Judge Branham, Jack King and WFS' 
Rounsaville were appointed by the clty 
council to go to Washington and bring 
a government engineer to figure on a 
levee to keep the water out. They 
brought Oberlin M. Carter, a brilliant 
young government employee, and two 
assistants, whom Judge Branham quar- 
tered over his office on Second Ave- 
nue. Judge Branham wanted to ask 
what the survey was going to cost, but - 

:,Frank Holbrook, skipper of the "Annie 
H. and former city councilman. saw the 
steamer pass this poiht. 

**Capt. Mitchell states that it is not true 
that his steamer's waves broke glasses out or 
Broad Street windows, and that the owners 
sued him for damages. 

***According to the best recolledlon of Nick 
Ayer, the well-known weather prophet, the 
earthquake came Aug. 30 and the snow either 
Dec. 1 or 25. 



DAME NATURE MAKES ROMANS STEP LIVELY. 
Like practically all river towns. Rome experiences an occasional freshet. and lucky are 

those who are perched on the hills. However, the damage ii usually small and the incon-I 
venience trifling. Prominent in the pictures are  a street car on Second Avenue and the 
Howel Cotton Co.'s compress on First; a n  automobile and a cow on Fifth. Two ponies a re  
marooned on a n  island on West Seventh Avenue. 



Mr. King and Mr. Rounsaville thought 
that might offend the tender sensibil- 
ities of Rome's guests, and requested 
them to render a bill. The bill was 
$1,500, which the city council thought 
excessive. The price was finally beat- 
en down to $1,250; council paid $700 
of i t  and let the three committeemen 
pay the $550. 

There were two plans. One was to 
build a high bank from the edge of 
the water between the two rivers, and 
the other to follow the W. & A. rail- 
road down the Etowah and around to 
the Broad Street station, putting the 
railroad tracks on the top of the bank. 
The first was considered too expen- 
sive and the point was raised that 
crawfish would gnaw through the bank 
and cause i t  to crumble. The rail- 
road, it is said, failed to concur in the 
second plan, so nothing was done ex- 
cept to pay the engineering bill and 
take two interesting maps which the 
gentlemen from Washington had 
drawn. 

The freshet damage suggests Stan- 
ton's lines: 

"Dis ole world we're livin' in, 
Am mighty hard to beat; 

You get a thorn with every rose, 
But ain't the roses sweet?" 

Not only were the people awaken- 
ed to the necessity of curbing the high 
waters, but they declared, "It is time 
Rome was going out and getting more 
people, more industries, more prosper- 
ity. Let us form an association which 
will herald to the world the glories 
and advantages of Rome and Floyd 
County !" 

The idea spread like the measles. 
Everybody took i t  up, especially the 
financial leaders. Result : The Rome 
Land Co., which dealt in  land and a 
hundred other things. In February, 
1887, this company was formed with 
J. W. Rounsaville a s  president, Jos. 
L. Bass, general manager, and Jno. 
H. Reynolds treasurer. Judge Bran- 
ham and numerous other Romans join- 
ed in, until the $1,000,000 capital stock 
was well gobbled up in a short time. 
I t  was the biggest boom Rome had 
ever experienced. 

In an anniversary book issued Octo- 
ber 2,1888, by the Tribune-of-Rome un- 
der the direction of John Temple 
Graves, editor, and Jno. G. Taylor, 
business manager, we find the follow- 
ing description of the company's ac- 
tivities : 

"The company purchased nearly 
2,500 acres of the city's best subur- 

ban land, and vigorously began the 
work of development. The property of 
the Rome Street Railroad Company 
was a t  once acquired, and its lines ex- 
tended through the lands of the com- 
pany. Steam motors were installed, 
and this was the first dummy line 
ever started in Georgia. Only Bald- 
win's best motors and Brill's best cars 
were used, and the equipment was of 
the finest. These steam trains have 
been in use here more than twelve 
months-a part of the time in opera- 
tion on the main thoroughfares of the 
city-and they have given eminent sat- 
isfaction. Nothing does more to ad- 
vertise a city of enterprise than the 
operation of well-equipped dummy 
trains on its principal streets, and the 
company, realizing this, will extend 
its lines into every portion of the city 
wherever practicable. 

"The company bought 2,000 acres of 
land in a body on the south side of 
the city, adjoining East Rome, its 
northern boundary being about a mile 
from the business center of Rome, and 
traversed by Silver Creek. The pop- 
ularity of this land has been estab- 
lished in the sale of more than $50,000 
in lots and the erection of a number 
of handsome homes. Nature has 
shaped a goodly area on this land for 
a park. There is a natural basin of 
several acres in which a lake has been 
constructed which is fed by five large 
springs. This park is the present 
terminus of the dummy line on this 
side of the city. (Author's Note- 
Reference is to DeSoto Park, former- 
ly Mobley Park). 

"The company owns 500 acres of 
land in one body west of Rome, three- 
eighths of a mile from the center of 
the city, and to make this accessible 
has recently opened to the public an 
elegant iron draw bridge across the 
Oostanaula River a t  the foot of How- 
ard Street (Second Avenue), {at a 
cost of $20,000, and has also graded 
and macadamized a t  its own expense 
a splendid road to its own railroad 
depot in the heart of this property. 
The dummy line will run to this depot 
before the ides of March have come 
and gone. The erection of and open- 
ing of this bridge is but one of the 
many valuable works which this com- 
pany has done for the public. 

"A year ago, when the great Pied- 
mont Exposition a t  Atlanta invited the 
exhibit of the products and resources 
of the South Atlantic and Gulf States, 
Floyd County, for herself, was silent. 
It was known that to enter so large 
a field of competition with a shadow 



of a hope of championship would re- 
quire the outlay of large sums of 
money, supplemented with a vast deal 
of systematic and laborious work. In 
the absence of any answer from the 
county, the Rome Land Co., in the 
name of and for the county, undertook 
the task, knowing that should the un- 
dertaking prove a success, its credit 
would go to the county, while a fail- 
ure would be set down against the 
company. 

"The grand prize of the exposition, 
offered to the county making the 
largest and best display of agricultu- 
ral products, was $1,000 in cash. The 
valleys of the Coosa, Etowah and the 
Oostanaula were put upon their met- 
tle, and for the county they bore aloft 
the banner and captured the handsome 
award. Also, the first prize for the 
best bale of cotton was awarded to 
Floyd, and so i t  was in the case of 
hay, wheat, corn, oats, potatoes, 
grapes, wine, cattle, hogs, etc., etc. 

"Great interest centered in the min- 
eral exhibit, a new field for Floyd 
County. Our best-informed citizens 
had no conception of the great wealth 
that lay a t  our very doors. The min- 
eralogist had to go only a short dis- 
tance beyond the city limits to gather 
his materials for the contest. That 
our county secured the first premium 
against the efforts of boastful Birm- 
ingham, ambitious Anniston, hopeful 
Gadsden and other pretentious cities 
and counties naturally aroused the 
pride of our citizens, the wonder of 
people in the mineral districts of North 
Alabama and Tennessee, and the anx- 
ious inquiry of Eastern investors. 
Since the exposition, a large amount 
of money has flowed into the county, 
attracted by the superb qualities of 
the iron ore and manganese exhibited 
on that occasion. 

"Finally, the first premium for the 
fullest and best display of forest prod- 
ucts was awarded to Floyd County. 
With 42 prizes and premiums, Floyd 
County scored almost a clean sweep. 

"The Armstrong Hotel idea was 
born in the office of the Rome Land 
Co., and Capt. R. T. Armstrong, the 
builder, was attracted to Rome from 
Birmingham by the activities of the 
company. The Tribune-of-Rome and 
a large number of factories may be 
said to have received their inspiration 
from the activities of this wide-awake 
development concern." - 

*Authority: R. L. Haire. Atlanta, now an 
engineer on the Birmingham division of the 
Southern Railway. 

THE CALHOUN-WILLIAMSON 
DUEL.-The people of Georgia and of 
Alabama and the governors of the two 
states-Jno. B. Gordon and Tom Seay 
-were furnished with quite an excite- 
ment in 1889 through a duel between 
Patrick Calhoun, railroad attorney, 
later prominent in street railway af- 
fairs of Cleveland, O., and Califor- 
nia, and Capt. Jno. D. Williamson, 
railroad construction genius, a native 
of Whitfield County and a t  the time 
stated a casual resident of Rome. 

The prominence of the principals 
and the issue betwen them accen- 
tuated the interest in their affair. Mr. 
Calhoun's grandfather was John C. 
Calhoun. the South Carolina states- 
man. Capt. Williamson was also a 
man of education and remarkable will; 
he had spent four years in railroad de- 
velopment in Mexico, and had come 
back to Rome to develop her trans- 
portation enterprises, and had started 
the Rome dummy line as the first in 
the state. He lived part of his time 
a t  the Armstrong Hotel; his interests 
called him away frequently and he 
nearly always traveled in his private 
car. 

A tilt before the railroad commit- 
tee of the Georgia Legislature a t  At- 
lanta led to the trouble. Mr. Calhoun 
stated that Capt. Williamson had so- 
licited him to become leading counsel 
for the C. R. & C. railroad, hoping 
to use the Calhoun influence to unload 
that property on the Central of Geor- 
gia. Capt. Williamson was present 
and denounced this statement as  a 
falsehood. Correspondence transmitted 
through the hands of friends failed 
to bring an understanding, and they 
agreed to fight i t  out with pistols a t  
the Alabama line. A boundary line 
was convenient because duelists could 
often step from one state into another 
and avoid arrest; incidentally, this 
was the last duel fought under the 
old style in the South. 

That the duel was not fought on 
the line was due to the vigilance of 
Gov. Seay and Gov. Gordon, who kept 
the wires hot until a number of posses 
had been formed along the "border!' 
They fought a t  the point of least re- 
sistance after several harrowing 
chases by the authorities; this was 
close to the R. & D. tracks, between 
Lawrence and Farill, Ala., on the 
Farill plantation, about three miles 
east of the place where Forrest cap- 
tured Streight's men in 1863, four 
miles west of the Georgia line and 
18 miles west of Rome.' 



FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS THERE IS GREAT FUN. 
The children dance in glee when it snows or rains hard enough to send the rivers out 

of their banks. Wading, bathing and exploring furnish many an adventure. Boatmen of 
all ages do a thriving business. The third, picture shows the Linton Dean home place on 
the Summerville Road nearly isolated. At the bottom are motor craft ''riding easy" a t  their 
moorings. 



Although great care had been taken 
to keep. the affair secret, the mothers 
and friends of several Romans who 
boarded Capt. Williamson's private car 
when it stopped a minute a t  Howard 
Street (Second Avenue) knew that 
something unusual was going on. A 
sudden demand was created for loco- 
motives, due to the fact that a t  Chat- 
tanooga junction, about two miles 
west of Rome, two of the newspaper 
correspondents, Hurtel and Barrett* 
were diplomatically kicked off the 
train, and had to foot it back to town. 
Capt. Seay and Dr. J. B. S. Holmes as- 
sisted in getting Engineer W. T. Do- 
zier off the dummy line and in charge 
of an engine. R. L. Haire and his 
brother, Paul Haire, rushed to For- 
restville (North Rome) and fired up 
the "Daniel S. Printup," the first en- 
gine built for the Selma, Rome & Dal- 
ton railroad. Evidently The Journal 
and The Constitution were determined 
not t o  be ''scooped," and each repre- 
sentative had a pocket full of money 
to charter trains or anything else. 

"The Printup" and the Dozier en- 
gine (believed to have belonged to the 
Rome railroad), reached Chattanw 
ga Junction about the same time, and 
there they found the Williamson en- 
gine and coach held up because the 
engineer was a stranger to the road. 
The newcomers proposed that they 
would furnish plenty of engines and 
engineers just so they were allowed 
to sit on the soft plush of Capt. Wil- 
1;amson's private coach. The offer 
was accepted, and the duelling lions 
and the journalistic lambs lay down 
together. Capt. Seay and Mr. Taylor 
came in when the bars were let down. 

Fortunately, nobody was hurt by the 
duel. Mr. Calhoun thought he was to 
fire one shot, then look above his smoke 
to see the result, and if there was no 
hit, to blaze away again. Capt. Wil- 
liamson's understanding was that they 
were to fire a t  will, hence his weapon 
stuttered five times, also without hit- 
ting the mark. Then Capt. William- 
son's gun was empty, and Mr. Calhoun 
held four balls in reserve. What Mr. 
Calhoun did with his perfectly good 
four balls is told hereafter. Capt. Wil- 
liamson had stood close to a slender 
pine sapling, and Mr. Calhoun's single 
shot had knocked bark into his face. 
Undoubtedly the next 'shot would have 
laid the Roman out. It was never 
fired. 

Some mischievous persons sought to 
represent the fight as a sham affair, 
particularly a "champagne lark." It is 
true that Mr. Barrett got a bottle of 

wine from the train porter, and offered 
the others some going down. It is also 
true that the physicians ordered their 
champions to calm their nerves. Maybe 
some of the stuff was left for the re- 
turn trip; a t  any rate, Pat  Calhoun 
and Jno. D. Williamson and everybody 
else were fast  friends ere dark had 
settled on the expectant countryside. 
John Temple Graves took the position 
editorially that the affair was full of 
honor and that  both principals ac- 
quitted themselves admirably. The duel 
was the subject of gossip for a long 
time; then duelling, already in a hope- 
less decline, petered out altogether. 

For dehils the reader is invited to 
wade into the accounts by Barrett and 
Hurtel. Bruffey came to the duel 
walking on a crutch and a t  it got a 
finger shot off by accident, hence Bruf- 
fey relied on his colleague to do the 
heavy work. Hurtel's story appeared 
in The Atlanta Journal of Monday 
afternoon, Aug. 12, 1889. It is pre- 
ceded by the correspondence between 
the principals. 

THE CORRESPONDENCE. - The 
following is the correspondence which 
led to the duel: 

I. 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 8, 1889. 

Mr. John D. Williamson, Kimball 
House : 
Dear Sir :-Before the railroad con?- 

mission of the house of representatives 
this afternoon, in the discussion of the 
Olive bill, you characterized certain 
statements which had been made by 
me as false. I request an unqualified 
retraction of this charge. 

This communication will be handed 
to you by my friend, Mr. Harry Jack- 
son,** who is authorized to receive the 
reply which you may see proper to 
make. Respectfully, 

PAT CALHOUN. 
11. 

Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 8, 1889. 
Mr. Pat Calhoun, City: 

Dear Sir:-Your note of this eve- 
ning has been delivered to me by Mr. 

*Mr. Hurtel died in 1921 at Atlanta, and 
Mr. Barrett (then proprietor of The Age- 
Herald) at Birmingham in July. 1922. Mr. 
Bruffey, the other Atlanta scribe, died in At- 
lanta Friday. November 26, 1920. For many 
years afterward Mr. Hurtel was on The 
Constitution, to which he contributed a 
rare column called "Police Matinee Pen Shots," 
and was Recorder Pro Tem. of the Atlanta 
police court when he died. 

**Father of Marion M. Jackson, the late Tom 
Cobb Jackson, Mrs. Wilmer Moore, Mrs. 
AquiUa 3. Orme and Mrs. Shepard Bryan, all 
of Atlanta. 



Henry Jackson. You stated before the 
committee that  I had solicited you to 
act a s  general counsel of the Chatta- 
nooga, Rome & Columbus Railroad 
Company, and that my purpose was to 
unload that  road upon the Central Rail- 
road Company of Georgia through 
your influence. This statement car- 
ried with i t  a reflection upon myself. 
I t  was without foundation, and I 
promptly pronounced i t  false. So long 
as this language, used by you, i s  not 
withdrawn, I must decline to make the 
retraction which you request. 

This will be handed to you by my 
friend, Ron. J. Lindsay Johnson. 

Respectfully, 
J. D. WILLIAMSON. 

111. 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 9, 1889. 

Mr. John D. Williamson, Kimball 
House : 

3 

Dear Sir  :-Your communication of 
l a s t  evening reached me at half past 
9 this morning. I cannot consent to a 
discussion of the correctness of a state- 
ment made by me before the railroad 
committee of the house, so long a s  
your charge of falsehood stands. I 
must, therefore, repeat my request that  
you make an  unqualified retraction of 
this charge. 

Respectfully, 
PAT CALHOUN. 
IV. 

Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 9, 1889. 
Mr. Pa t  Calhoun, City: 

Dear Sir:-Your note of this morn- 
ing was delivered to me a t  10:45 a. m. 
My communication of last evening was 
delivered to Mr. Henry Jackson about 
10 p. m., and of course I do not know 
why i t  did not reach you before 9:30 
this a. m. I have nothing to add to 
my communication of last evening, ex- 
cept to repeat that I decline to comply 
with your request for the reason stated 
in that  communication. 

This will be handed to you by my 
friend, Hon. J. Lindsay Johnson. 

Respectfully, 
J. D. WILLIAMSON. 

V. 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 9, 1889. 

Mr. John D. Williamson, Kimball 
House : 
Dear Sir  :-Your communication of 

this date has just reached me. In  re- 
ply I would ask that you name some 
place without the limits of the state 

of Georgia, where this correspondence 
can be continued. 

Respectfully, 
PAT CALHOUN. 

VI. 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 9, 1889. 

Mr. Pa t  Calhoun, City : 
Dear Sir:-I am just in receipt of 

your last note. As you know, Atlanta 
is not my home. I only requested Hon. 
J. Lindsay Johnson to ac t  temprarily 
to prevent delay. A friend who has 
been fully authorized to represent me 
has telegraphed that  he will be here 
a t  6:30 this p. m. I will then commu- 
nicate with you for the purpose of ar - 
ranging the continuation of this cor- 
respondence outside of this state. 

This will be handed to you by my 
friend, Hon. J. Lindsay Johnson. 

Respectfully, 
J. D. WILLIAMSON. 

VII. 
Atlanta, Ga., Aug. 9, 1889. 

Mr. P a t  Calhoun, City: 
Dear Sir:-My friend, Mr. J. King, 

of Rome, Ga., has arrived, -and has 
been put in possession of contents of 
the correspondence between us. I n  
conformity with your request in your 
last note delivered a t  1:05 p. m today, 
I will meet you in Alabama, at Ced'ar 
Bluff,, on the Rome and Decatur Rail- 
road, tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon, 
a t  5 o'clock. Unless I hear to the con- 
trary, I shall expect to find you there 
a t  tha t  hour. 

Mr. friend, Mr. King, will deliver 
this note. 

Respectfully, 
J. D. WILLIAMSON. 
-- 

The Journal narrative starts here : 
Captain John D., Williamson and 

Mr. Pa t  Calhoun fought a duel with 
pistols Saturday night a t  thirty-five 
ininutes past seven o'clock on the Rome 
and Decatur Railroad somewhere near 
the state line, probably in Alabama. 

The waapons used were the imp 
proved Smith & Wesson hammerless 
pistols. 

Capt. Henry Jackson acted a s  Mr. 
Calhoun's second, and Mr. Jack King, 
of Rome, a s  Capt. Williamson's sec- 
ond. 

Neither principal was hurt. 
A Journal reporter* was on the field 

when the fight took place, having fol- - 
*Gordon Noel Hurtel. 



PROMINENT FIGURES IN THE DUEL. 
Top. Jno. Temple Craves, ''editorial observer;" Capt. Jno. D. Williamson, principal, and 

below him, Jack King, his second; Dr. J. B. S. Holmes, who obtained an engine, and W. T. 
Dozier, engineer; Dr. Henry H. Battey (in skull cap), Capt. Williamson's physician; Pa t  
Calhoun, principal, and below him, Capt. Henry Jackson, his second; Cordon Noel Hurtel and 
Edward C. Bmffey, representatives, respectively, of The Journal and The Constitution. 



lowed the Williamson party from At- 
lanta. But  for the lateness of the 
hour, nearly eight o'clock, and the re- 
moteness of the place from a telegraph 
station, the full particulars would have 
appeared in Saturday evening's extra. 

The first authentic news which 
reached the city Saturday night was 
wired by The Journal representative, 
but i t  reached Atlanta too late to be 
used. 

The Journal reporter, Gordon Noel 
Hurtel, gives a graphic account of the 
affair below: 

"Follow the Williamson party and 
don't lose sight of them until the duel 
is fought or the men make friends," 
were my instructions when I left The 
Journal office Saturday morning. 

And I carried out those instructions 
to the letter, as Journal men are known 
to do. 

I boarded the outgoing Western and 
Atlantic t rain a t  the  (Union) depot 
Saturday morning a t  8 o'clock and 
found the Williamson party occupying 
the parlor car. The party consisted 
of Capt. Williamson, Mr. Jack King, 
his second; Judge H. B. Tompkins, and 
Maj. C. B. F. Lowe.* 

Dr. Hunter P. Coaper was on the 
train, but not with the party, a s  he 
expected to act  a s  Mr. Calhoun's phy- 
sician. 

I paid my way to Marietta, and 
when I learned from the conductor to 
what point the Williamson party had 
paid their way I antied up more cash 
to carry me to Kingston. 

A t  Kingston, Capt. Williamson's 
private car  was ,in waiting. It was 
placed next to the engine. I knew this 
meant a quick cut loose and fas t  run  
through Rome to avoid arrest, and to 
get rid of me, a s  I had been spotted. 
When Rome was reached, the train was 
stopped a t  the depat, and I ran to the 
private car  and took my seat on the 
steps. As I expected, the special car 
was uncoupled and run  through town 
a t  the ra te  of twenty miles an  hour. 
Two miles the other side of Rome Mr. 
Jack King discovered me hiding on the 
steps. The train was stopped and I 
was put off like a tramp, and had to 
count the crossties for  two miles 
through the hot sun. 

Dr. Battey boarded the train at 
Rome to ac t  a s  Capt. Williamson's phy- 
sician. Dr. Cooper got off. 

In  Rome I called upon Colonel John 
T. Graves, and Mr. Taylor, the city 
editor of his paper. Mr. E. W. Bar- 

rett, of The Constitution, and nlyself 
went to work to secure a special en- 
gine to follow the Williamson party. 
We called upon Major Lawrence, of 
the Rome and Decatur Road. He in- 
formed us that  the Williamson party 
had sent t o  him for permission to go 
over his road on a tour of inspection, 
and he replied that  he had no engineer 
to pilot them. The Williamson party 
was then side-tracked a t  a junction 
two miles from the city. 

"Having no engineer we cannot let 
you gentlemen have a special engine," 
said Major Lawrence. 

But a wide-awake citizen of Rome, 
Maj. John J. Seay, to whom we had 
told the story, enlisted in our cause, 
and he procured an  engineer from his 
dummy who knew the Rome and De- 
catur road. 

We got the special engine and start- 
ed out in a hard driving rain. I had 
to help turn the engine on the turning 
board, and got soaking wet. 

A t  the junction we found Capt. Wil- 
liamson's car. We offered them our 
pilot and they invited us into the pri- 
vate car, giving us a fine lunch and 
champagne and cigars. This was the 
car from which I had been fired like a 
tramp an  hour before. 

While waiting for Capt. William- 
son's engine to return, the party went 
into the woods and the captain prac- 
ticed handling his revolver by firing a t  
a blazed pine tree. The blaze was the 
height of a man with a round place for 
the head. 

Judge Tompkins would give the com- 
mand: "Are you ready? One, two 
three, fire!'' And Capt. Williamson 
would raise his pistol and send five 
balls into the tree, many shots striking 
the blazed place. 

Somebody ran  into the woods and 
stated that  the sheriff of Floyd County, 
with a deputy, was coming down the 
track. Hurriedly an  arrangement was 
made and Capt. Williamson and Mr. 
King ran through the woods, with the 
understanding that the train was to 
pick them up two miles down the road. - 

*Aceording to the Barrett narrative, it was 
w. B. Lowe. Capt. Wm. B. Lowe was about 
this time engaged in railroad construction and 
was a casual resident of Rome. He was the 
father of Miss Rebie Lowe, who married Baron 
Rosencrantz, of Austria. Capt. Jas. W. Eng- 
lish, of Atlanta, a business associate and close 
friend, states that Capt. Lowe was ill when 
the duel was fought, and in his opinion was 
not present. Practically all the principals In 
the duel are now dead. Exee~tions are Mr. 
Calhoun, now a resident of Frankfort. Ky., 
and Dr. Henry Battey, of Rome. 



The sheriff produced a telegram 
from Governor Gordon instructing him 
to arrest certain gentlemen. He didn't 
find whom he wanted, and when the 
other engine arrived, the party pulled 
out. Two miles down the track Capt. 
Williamson and Mr. King got aboard, 
and we were rolling towards Cedar 
Bluff, the place of meeting, a t  thirty 
miles an hour. As we passed Raynes 
Station, a t  3 o'clock in the afternoon, 
I left a telegram for The Journal, and 
two hours afterward found that it had 
not been sent off. The mail is better 
than telegraphing from a country rail- 
way station. 

We reached Cedar Bluff a t  about 4 
o'clock, and had to sidetrack for a pas- 
senger. 

We had hardly stopped a t  Cedar 
Bluff when somebody cried out: 

"Here comes the sheriff !" 
There was a scramble for the pri- 

vate car and special engine, and the 
order given to "pull out." 

We were in Cherokee County, Ala- 
bama, and the sheriff was one of those 
bushy, black-whiskered fellows with a 
broad-brim white hat on, who meant 
business. 

The private oar got off, but the spe- 
cial engine was stopped by the sheriff. 
However, the car did not get far  when 
i t  met the regular passenger. Our 
car had to be backed to Cedar Bluff 
and into the hands of the bushy-whis- 
kered sheriff. 

Mr. Calhoun and Capt. Harry Jack- 
son were on the regular passenger, 
having come from Atlanta by the way 
of Anniston. They got off, and there 
was Ed Bruffey, hobbling behind them 
on one crutch. 

The sheriff made his way t c ~  Mr. Cal- 
houn and said: 

"Mr. Williamson, consider yourself 
under arrest." 

Capt. Seay, who was known to the 
sheriff, made affidavit that the gentle- 
man was not Capt. Williamson and 
Mr. Calhoun was released. Mr. Bruf- 
fey represented himself as Pat  Calhoun 
and was arrested, but was released 
when the station master, who knew 
Mr. Calhoun, saw him. 

The sheriff swore he would hold the 
special train and engine. Both trains 
were searched. Mr. Calhoun and Capt. 
Jackson were locked up in a closet in 
the private car. Capt. Williamson and 
Mr. King were in a closet on the regu- 
lar passenger. An arrangement had 
been made for as many of the party as 
possible to leave on this train. When 

the passenger train pulled out, it car- 
ried off Capt. Williamson, Mr. King, 
Dr. Battey, Capt. Williamson's private 
secretary, Capt. Seay and myself. The 
rest of the party were left behind on 
the private car. 

We ran down to Raynes' Station, 
five miles nearer Rome than Cedar 
Bluff, and there got off. 

The passenger train coming from 
Rome was an hour late when it reached 
Raynes' Station. Dr. Cooper was 
aboard. Myself, Capt. Seay and Capt. 
Williamson's private secretary got 
aboard and returned to Cedar Bluff. 
The bushy-whiskered sheriff of Chero- 
kee County was still on hand, and he 
had been made to believe that the en- 
tire duelling party had gone to 
Raynes' Station on the regular pas- 
senger. He was anxious to know what 
happened. He was told that mutual 
apologies had been made and every- 
thing satisfactorily settled. This ex- 
planation induced him to let the spe- 
cial train and engine move off. 

At Raynes' Station everybody got 
off and the seconds had a talk. The 
sun was just setting, and I wired The 
Journal that the fight was about to 
take place. 

While the seconds were arranging 
preliminaries, there was a loud clatter 
of horses' feet, and four men on mules 
and carrying shotguns came in sight. 

"Everybody to the train!" came the 
order. 

"If anybody moves I'll shoot!" came 
from one of the four men, as he cov- 
ered the crowd with his gun. 

This only increased the scramble for 
the coach and engine. 

"Movei that train and you are a dead 
man!" came from the four Alabama 
cowboys, as they brought their guns 
to bear upon the engineer. 

Dodging down in his cab, the en- 
gineer pulled the throttle wide open, 
and away we went. 

The special engine was behind, but 
no effort was made to stop it. 

After a run of three miles we stop- 
ped by the side of a beautiful green 
valley, and the party disembarked 
again. 

It was nearly dark and we had left 
the only telegraph station between 
Cedar Bluff and Rome behind us. I 
knew the lateness of the hour and the 
remoteness of a telegraph station 
would make i t  impossible for me to 
reach The Journal with the news in 



SOME DAY MAN WILL CONQUER WATER. 
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time for its publication Saturday aft-  
ernoon. 

A greensward was selected as the 
field, and the .  seconds were holding 
their last private interview, when- 

"Look out! Everybody on the train!" 
The warning was none too soon. 

Down the railroad the four men with 
shotguns were coming a t  a dog trot. 
Everybody jumped aboard and the t rain 
moved off toward Rome before the men 
got in  shooting distance. 

Another run  of four o r  five miles 
was made and we were very near the 
line which divides Georgia and Ala- 
bama. 

Once more everybody disembarked 
and preparations were made for the 
fight. 

A small natural clearing in an oak 
grove was selected a s  the spot for the 
meeting. 

Capt. Seay, who was a disinterested 
party, interfered and trled to make the 
men come to a settlement. His efforts 
were fruitless. 

It had to be a fight. 
No written challenge passed. 
Capt. Williamson had the choice of 

weapons and selected the hammerless 
Smith & Wesson five-shooter. Mr. King 
was to give the command a s  follows: 

"Gentlemen, a re  you ready?" 
And without waiting for  a reply was 

to continue : 
"One, two, three, fire!" 
A t  the command "fire," each princi- 

pal was to raise his weapon and shoot 
five shots and to stop when their re- 
volvers were empty. The command 
and the manner of firing was not tha t  
laid down in the Code, and some ob- 
jection was made a t  first by Capt. 
Jackson. But, a s  Mr. Calhoun didn't 
seem to care, the arrangement was ac- 
cepted as satisfactory. Capt. Jackson 
thought the men should fire one shot 
a t  a time, and that  the command should 
be "Gentleman, are you ready? Fire: 
one, two, three,-stop!" 

At  thirty-five minutes past seven 
o'clock, the principals were placed in 
position twelve paces apart. Only the 
principals, seconds, doctors, reporters 
and Capt. Seay were allowed on the 
field. 

The last rays of daylight were fad- 
ing out of the  .western sky, while in 
the east the full moon was rising above 
the tree tops. Each man stood facing 
the other against a background of un- 
derbrush. Not a breath of wind stirred 
the leaves, and the only sound tha t  
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broke the stillness was the subdued 
voices of the seconds a s  they made 
the final arrangements. 

Capt. Williamson stood facing east 
and Mr. Calhoun facing west. 

Mr. King produced two new nickel- 
plated pistols and Capt. Jackson se- 
lected one and went over to his prin- 
cipal to show him how it had to be 
fired. 

When he returned to where Mr. 
King was standing, a box of cartridges 
was opened. 

Mr. King loaded his pistol and 
handed it to his principal. 

Capt. Jackson found some difficulty 
in loading his, not being used to that 
kind of revolver. 

"I don't think I can load this 
weapon," said Capt. Jackson. 

"I can, Cap," spoke up Mr. Bruffey, 
and he took the pistol in his hand. 

There was two or three seconds of 
silence. 

"Bang!" 
"There, my finger's gone!" and Mr. 

Bruffey walked off holding up  a bloody 
hand. A part of the third finger of 
his right hand had been torn away by 
the ball. 

"Let me dress the wound," said Dr. 
Cooper. 

"Oh, go on with the fight," said Mr. 
Bruffey a s  he wrapped a handkerchief 
about his lacerated finger. "A finger 
don't amount to anything." 

Capt. Jackson loaded Mr. Calhoun's 
pistol and handed i t  to him. 

A black cloud passed over the moon 
and i t  was hard to distinguish a per- 
son twelve paces away. 

At this time I passed close to Capt. 
Williamson and Mr. Calhoun, to see if 
there was any quick breathing, or any- 
thing to  indicate nervousness. But the 
breathing of both was slow and regu- 
lar, and there was not a tremor of the 
body. Two cooler, braver men never 
stood on the field of honor. 

Capt. Willialnson raised his pistol 
slightly. 

"Lower those weapons!" came from 
Capt. Jackson. Mr. Williamson's 
weapon was dropped. 

The affair was getting to be dra- 
matically sensational. 

Capt. Seay rushed forward and stood 
in front of Capt. Williamson. 

"As a citizen of Georgia and in the 
name of the Governor of Alabama," 
cried out Capt. Seay, "I call upon you 
to stop!" 



THE "PRINTUP," S., R. 8r D. ENGINE IN THE DUEL. 

The captain didn't know which state 
he was in. 

"It's a shame," he continued, "for 
two such men to stand up and shoot 
a t  each other, and this thing must be 
stopped !" 

Capt. Seay had to be forcibly moved 
out of the way. He then called upon 
the doctors and the reporters to help 
him remove the principals and the sec- 
onds into the coach and take them back 
to Rome. 

Mr. Bruffey put in with: "Yes, these 
men are two of the best citizens of 
Georgia, and it would be a terrible 
calamity if either of them was killed. 
Gentlemen, if i t  will satisfy you, you 
can each take a couple of cracks a t  
me." 

"Gentlemen, must this thing be?" 
asked Dr. Cooper. 

There was no reply. 
"Gentlemen, are you ready?" came 

from Mr. King, and after a second's 
pause he proceeded: 

"One, two, three, fire!" 
Six rapid shots rang out on the still 

night air. Mr. Calhoun was asked if 
he was hurt and he said, "No." Capt. 
Williamson was asked if he was hurt 
and he answered that he was not. 

"Load my pistol again," said Capt. 
Williamson. 

Mr. King made a movement to go 
towards his principal. 

Capt. Jackson raised his revolver 
and said: 

"1'11 shoot the first man who moves, 
if I can!" 

"I think I have the right to speak 
to my principal," protested Mr. King. 

"I wish Judge Tompkins sent for to 
see how this shooting shall proceed," 
said Capt. Willianwon. 

"1'il kill the man who crosses the 

line, so help me God!" said Mr. Cal- 
houn as he looked towards Mr. King. 

Capt. Jackson said he believed Mr. 
King had the right to  speak to his 
principal. 

Mr. King went to Capt. Williamson 
and Capt. Jackson conferred with Mr. 
Calhoun. 

Mr. King began to examine Capt. 
Williamson's pistol. 

"What does that mean?" said Capt. 
Jackson, coming towards Mr. King. 

"I am looking to see if my princi- 
pal's weapon is empty," replied Mr. 
King. "You can see for yourself." 

"That's all right," replied Capt. 
Jackson. 

  hen Mr. Calhoun's voice was heard 
clear and strong: 

"Mr. Williamson, I have reserved 
four of my shots and I now have the 
right to fire them a t  you." 

"I am ready to receive them," came 
from Mr. Williamson in a steady voice. 

"Mr. Williamson, I ask you t o  with- 
draw the statement you used in speak- 
ing about me before the legislative 
committee." 

"I will do so," replied Capt. William- 
son, "when you say you meant no per- 
sonal reflection on me by your remarks 
before that committee." 

"My statement before that commit- 
tee was to impress the legislature with 
the fact that your railroad was offered 
to the Central in 1887. I say this with 
four balls, and I do not wish t o  take 
your life." 

"When you say you meant no re- 
flection upon me personally then I will 
retract, but not until then." 

"I want you to retract uncondition- 
ally." 

"You will get such when you tell me 



you did not intend to reflect upon my 
character!' 

"Mr. Williamson, will you retract?" 
again asked Mr. Calhoun. 

Capt. Jackson interrupted the dia- 
logue with the question: 

"Mr. Williamson, have you any re- 
spect for me as a man of honor?" 

"I have," was the reply. 
"Then I say to you as a man of 

honor that I would withdraw the state- 
ment." 

"Capt. Jackson, I will not do so until 
Mr. Calhoun tells me that he meant no 
personal reflection by his remarks." 

"I hold four balls," said Mr. Cal- 
houn. "Will you withdraw?" 

"I'm ready for your fire," replied 
Mr. Williamson with firmness. 

Then Mr. Calhoun raised his pistol 
aloft and said: 

"Mr. Williamson, in my remarks be- 
fore the legislative committee, you did 
not personally enter my mind. I say 
this holding four shots in reserve, and 
when I have fired them in the a i r  I ex- 
pect you to withdraw your remarks, 
since I have made this statement." 

Pointing the pistol upward, Mr. Cal- 
houn fired the four shots. The flashes 
of the pistol could be seen. 

As soon as  the .shots were fired, Capt. 
Williamson said : 

"Since you have stated that  you 
meant nothing personal in your re- 
marks, I now withdraw the statement 
I made before the legislative commit- 
tee." 

Mr. Calhoun walked over to Capt. 
Williamson and the two gentlemen 
shook hands. 

"Let all this be a matter of the 
past," said Mr. Calhoun. 

"It shall be with me," said Capt. 
Williamson. "You have shown your- 
self to be a man of courage and I be- 
lieve I have!' 

"You certainly have," replied Mr. 
Calhoun. 

Capt. Jackson then threw his arms 
about Mr. Calhoun's neck and kissed 
him. 

The party returned to the train and 
champagne and cigars were in order. 

We arrived in Rome a few minutes 
after 9 o'clock, and that  was'the first 
telegraph station reached after the 
fight. I sent the first authentic news 
of the fight to  Atlanta a t  that hour. 

Cap. Williamson and the other gen- 
tlemen who live in Rome got off, and 
Mr. Calhoun, Capt. Jackson, Dr. Coop- 

er, Judge Tompkins, Major Lowe and 
myself were sent through on Capt. 
Williamson's private car, arriving in 
Atlanta a t  2 o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing. 

NOTES OF THE FIGHT. 
Capt. Jackson tells a good story on 

Mr. Ed Bruffey. He says when they 
found it impossible to give Ed the 
shake, they just swore him in. The 
party had to travel as secretly as pos- 
sible to avoid arrest. Soon after Bruf- 
fey had been "sworn in" he approached 
Capt. Jackson and said: "Captain, is 
there any particular lie you want me 
to tell, or shall I just lie generally?" 

The saddest thing of the day was the 
grief of Gapt. Williamson's private 
secretary a t  the thought of his em- 
ployer's having to face death. He re- 
mained in the coach during the fight, 
and when the six shots rang out, he 
jumped to his feet and exclaimed: "My 
God! Is he killed?" 

Mr. Calhoun did some practising 
early Saturday morning, and he is 
said to have turned over a silver dol- 
lar  three shots out of five. 

It is claimed by Mr. Williamson that 
i t  did not occur to him that he could 
reserve any shot, and that  was why 
he fired so rapidly and left himself 
unarmed. 

Mr. Calhoun says he did not hear any 
bullets whizzing past him. "I felt as 
calm and cool," says he, "as if I had 
been making a law speech." And he 
looked just a s  he said he felt. 

There came near being a serious col- 
lision at Cedar Bluff between Capt. 
Williamson's special and the regular 
passenger, on which Capt. Jackson and 
Blr. Calhoun arrived. Had the special 
had a few minutes more time when it 
pulled out from the sheriff there would 
have been a smashup. 

About an hour before the fight took 
place Capt. Williamson was asked by 
me if he felt any apprehension of what 
was coming. He said: "I don't any 
niore nind going into this fight than I 
do going to breakfast. I have no fear 
of death and I attribute this to my phi- 
losophy. A man must eventually die 
anyway, and to die now is only to 
hasten matters a few years." 

When the duel was over, ,it was a 
happy party that boarded the train 
and made the champagne corks pop. 
Mr. Calhoun called Capt. Williamson 
"John," and Capt. Williamson called 



ROME DWELLINGS OF HIGH ALTITUDE AND LOW 
1-Mrs. C. S. Sparks. 2-Mrs. E. L. West. 3-401. and Mrs. J. Lindsay Johnson ("fro 

Vista," on the Etowah). k B a r r y  Wright. &John C. Clover. &Hugh 9. Parks. ?-Richard 
A. Denny (formerly Capt. John J. Seay and Thos. W. Alexander). &Mrs. Henry J. Hine. 
&Judge and Mrs. Waller T. Turnbull ('dSaracinescaF Tubbs Mountain). 1 L W .  Coleman 
Bryan (J. Park Bowie). 11-J. E. S. Angle (John Montgomery). 



him "Pat," and both were on the most 
friendly terms. 

. The way he dodged around, jumping 
from car to car, perplexed the old sher- 
iff as bad as the harlequin in Humpty- 
Dumpty did Goody Two-Shoes. 

They tried to make the old Cherokee 
sheriff believe the special train car- 
ried the mail and that he would be 
hung for interfering with the mails, 
but it was no go. 

Capt. Jackson, in discussing the duel 
after it was over, said: "My man 
showed as noble courage as was ever 
witnessed on the field, and he had a 
man of true grit in front of him." 

Before going on the field, Mr. King 
told Capt. Jackson that he was un- 
armed. 

When Ed Bruffey, who has been un- 
able to walk without crutches for sev- 
eral months, left the train to go on the 
field he forgot his crutches and jumped 
about in a very lively manner. 

And now the fight is over, everybody 
is sa~tisfied and happy, and will remain 
so unless the Governor of Alabama 
opens up a correspondence with the 
Governor of Georgia. 

GORDON NOEL HURTEL. 

The Barrett narrative, written in 
collaboration with Bruff ey for The 
Constitution of Monday morning, Aug. 
12, 1889, follows: 

Mr. Calhoun and Capt. Jackson are 
back a t  home again. 

Mr. Williamson and Mr. King are 
in Rome. 

The duel is a thing of the past and 
the friends of all concerned are pleas- 
ed a t  the bloodless result. But those 
who were upon the field may have to 
make another trip to Alabama. Gov. 
Tom Seay wants to see them. 

Alabama's chief executive made 
every exertion to prevent the duel in 
his state. He telegraphed to every 
county, and yesterday morning when 
he ascertained that his officers had 
been eluded, and that the fight took 
place near the state line, he was an- 
my. 

Gentlemen who were in Montgomery 
yesterday morning and who reached 
Atlanta last night say that Gov. Seay 
says he will have officers sent for all 
parties interested in the affair, and see 
that the law is vindicated. Just what 
will be done remains to be seen. 

Mr. Calhoun passed the day a t  his 
home and will remain in the city some 

time. Capt. Jackson has no idea of 
going away, and if Gov. Seay wants 
them he will have no trouble in secur- 
ing them. 

On our return to Atlanta yesterday 
Mr. Bruffey and myself were asked 
thousands of questions about the Cal- 
houn-Williamson duel-among them if 
the men really shot to kill? Were the 
pistols loaded with balls or were the 
cartridges blank? And hundreds of 
other such, I may say, foolish ques- 
tions. 

The bravery shown by both parties 
in the fight was simply unequaled. 
They are the two bravest men I ever 
saw, and in the history of this coun- 
try, it is safe to say, there will never 
be another such duel. 

Had it not been for the darkness, 
both men would have been killed, for 
both are good shots. Mr. Williamson 
apparently wanted to hit Mr. Calhoun 
before the latter could get good aim, 
and therefore fired all five of his 
balls in less than two sec8nds. He 
was familiar with his pistol, but his 
haste was evidently the cause of his 
wild shots. 

Mr. Calhoun, on the other hand, was 
a perfect stranger to the hammerless 
Smith & Wesson self-cocker. In fact, 
Capt. Harry Jackson says Mr. Calhoun 
not only never used one before but 
had never had one in his hands, and 
as for himself, he never saw one until 
yesterday on the grounds. Capt. Jack- 
son a t  first protested against the 
weapons, but Mr. Calhoun said he was 
perfectly willing to  use them. Mr. 
Calhoun is a dead shot, and while he 
might have shot to kill, it struck me 
otherwise. 

After the first shots and when the 
colloquy ensued, Mr. Calhoun simply 
held Mr. Williamson's life in his hands. 
He could have killed him at any mo- 
ment, and i t  would have been perfectly 
justifiable under the code. Whether 
he ever had any idea of shooting again 
is the question. No one knew then 
and perhaps no one knows now. Mr. 
Williamson's cool bravery in telling 
him to "shoot your remaining four 
balls and then we will load and shoot 
again," folding his arms and standing 
ere& to receive the balls, was an ex- 
hibition of courage that gained for him 
the admiration of everyone on the field. 
Mr. Calhoun's action in firing his four 
balls into the air was magnanimous 
and a clear exhibition of the manhood 
of the man. 



When Mr. King started to approach 
Mr. Willian~son during the colloquy 
and Capt. Jackson leveled his revolver 
and cried "Hold your position; if you 
approach I will kill you!"-the scene 
was dramatic beyond description. 

There were on the field besides the 
principals and the seconds the two sur- 
geons, Dr. Cooper and Dr. Battey, Col. 
John J. Seay, of Rome; Mr. Dozier, 
The Constitution's engineer; John G. 
Taylor, of The Rome Tribune, and Mr. 
Bruffey and myself. 

Everyone thought Mr. King was 
armed, and expecting a general shoot- 
ing, there was somewhat of a scram- 
ble among the spectators. Bruffey 
dropped on the ground behind a stump; 
the others drew back in the woods, and 
I sought shelter of a pine sapling the 
size of my arm to the immediate right 
of Capt. Jackson. 

As a scene for a wild and pictur- 
esque duel no more strange spot could 
have been selected than in that  small 
clearing in a clump of woods. It was 
not more khan 75 feet square and was 
covered with a growth of scrubby 
bushes. On three sides were great tall 
trees underneath which was a dense 
undergrowth. On the fourth side was 
the railroad track with The Constitu- 
tion engine and Mr. Williamson's car, 
containing Judge Tompkins and Mr. 
W. B. Lowe, both of whom Capt. Jack- 
son refused to allow on the field. 

With the puffing engine, the dimly- 
lighted car, the group in the clearing 
surrounded by the great, tall trees in 
the gathering shadows, the scene was 
a weird one. Then the reports of the 
pistols, the flames from their muzzles, 
-next the silence, the colloquy, the 
four shots in the air, the frightened 
owls hooting and moaning in the dis- 
tance-it was a queer, a picturesque, 
a strange' a grand picture. 

Bruffey was twice the hero of the 
day. Once when he shot his little fin- 
ger  off. Again a t  Cedar Bluff. 

The special engine and the car bear- 
ing Mr. Williamson and party and the 
t rain with Mr. Calhoun and Capt. 
Jackson arrived in Cedar Bluff a t  the 
same minute. A big, black-bearded 
sheriff with a pistol in one hand, a 
telegram in the other, followed by a 
posse of five armed men, jumped on 
the platform of Mr. Williamson's car. 

"I want Williamson," he gruffly 
cried to Mr. King. 

"I don't know anything about him," 
Mr. King replied. Then pointing to 
Mr. Calhoun and Capt. Jackson, who 

had gotten off their train, "That might 
Ire him." 

The sheriff immediately ran  toward 
them and grabbed Mr. Calhoun's arm. 

"You are  Williamson; I arrest you!" 
But Col. Seay told the sheriff he was 

mistaken, and got him away. Then 
Eruffey whispered to me, "You cover 
all this. I am going to be arrested 
and go to jail, and it won't be the 
first time, either." 

Then he said to the sheriff, "Mr. 
Sheriff, I am P a t  Calhoun, but  you 
can't take me." 

In a second the cold muzzle of a 
pistol was against Bruffey's temple. 
"We'll see!" cried the sheriff, jerking 
his a rm and lifting him off his crutches. 

"Well, what a re  you going to do with 
me?" 

Then Capt. Jackson spoke up  and 
said to  Mr. Bruffey, "Pat, you will 
find your passes in my valise," 

Were," said the sheriff, "*this man 
must be identified." To the crowd, 
"Is this Mr. Calhoun?" 

Then some smart  Aleck who had 
been on the train spoke up and said, 
"No, sir, that  ain't him. He's a big- 
ger man and ain't got no crutches." 

The sheriff said in disgust: "You're 
damned smart, ain't you?" as h e  re- 
leased the badly-bunged-up scribe. 

But Bruffey's game gave Mr. Cal- 
houn and Mr. Williamson time to  hide 
in the cars and ge t  off. Without it 
there would have been no duel. 

One of the bravest men I ever saw 
was Mr. Dozier, The Constitution's 
engineer. He runs a dummy on Col. 
Seay's line in Rome, and through Col. 
Seay's kindness I was able to secure 
his services to run the engine I had 
obtained. At Raynes' Station a party 
of officers ran up to arrest the crowd. 
A big fellow with a rifle went toward 
the engine, to the edge of the cut in 
which it stood, and leveled his rifle a t  
Mr. Dozier. 

"Stop that train!" he commanded. 
"Not today, thanks," answered Do- 

zier, as with a wave of his hand he 
threw the  throttle wide open, without 
even dodging. 

The officer did not shoot and the 
train moved off. 

Col. John J. Seay and Dr. J. B. S. 
Holmes, of Rome, a r e  trumps. Rush- 
ing back to Rome af te r  being. put  off 
Mr. Williamson's car  in the woods, I 
went immediately to Dr. Holmes' of- 
fice to telephone General Manager 



Lawrence, of the Rome $ Decatur, to 
have an engine ready for me imme- 
diately. Mr. Lawrence replied he had 

' 

only one engine and no engineer who 
had ever been over his road. I could 
have i t  if he had an engineer, but 
without one i t  was impossible. 

Dr. Holmes went to the phone and 
said: "Lawrence, he must have an ' 

engine. Arrange it, please, if not for 
The Constitution, for me." 

I left in search of an engineer while 
Dr. Holmes was talking. I met Col. 
Seay and told him I must have an  
engineer a t  any cost. 

"That's just what I have and you 
shall have him. Here he comes in a 
dummy now, and he knows the road, 
too." 

"Bring him out to the Rome and De- 
catur, quick," I replied. 

Then I drove out to the depot, told 
Mr. Lawrence I had a man,.secured a 
fireman as Mr. Lawrence went to his 
office to write instructions for the en- 
gineer. Mr. Seay and Engineer Dozier 
arrived, jumped in the engine, threw 
the throttle wide open and we were off 
running wildly down the track with- 
out orders or instructions, but fortu- 
nately, the track was clear and we 
got through safely. 

Catching Mr. Williamson's engine 
and car which were side-tracked a t  the 
junction and were not able to move 
without a pilot, I offered them our 
pilot, provided we were taken aboard 
their car, with the understanding that 
that engine was to pull the car and 
ours to follow. They had no alterna- 
tive. It was take us aboard or not 
get to the dueling grounds on time. 
They accepted the offer with thanks, 
but just then the sheriff appeared. We 
took Mr. Williamson and Mr. King on 
our engine and were off. Their en- 
gine and car followed. 

The remainder of the story was tald 
yesterday. 

E. W. BARRETT. 

The Constitution added the following 
details : 

The Calhoun-Williamson duel was 
the one thing discussed in the hotel 
corridors, private parlors and on the 
streets yesterday from dawn to dark. 
Minute details of the fight were ,in 
great demand. The Constitution's 
magnificent and complete work ex- 
cited the admiration of everybody, and 
the issue of the paper was exhausted 
long before the noon hour. Twice the 
edition could have been sold. 

On Friday last, when the trouble 
then pending between the gentlemen 
became known, members of The Con- 
stitution staff were instructed to watch 
it closely and to shadow the gentlemen 
connected with i t  until the conclusion 
was reached. Their work in yester- 
day's edition shows how faithfully they 
carried out their orders. Mr. E. W. 
Earrett was assigned to the William- 
son party. Mr. Edward C. Bruffey 
was put on the Calhoun party. 

This was Friday afternoon about 
half past 4 o'clock. The Kimball 
House was then the battlefield and 
the two reporters hung closely around 
with ears and eyes open, never leav- 
ing the hotel except to follow either 
Mr. Williamson or Mr. Calhoun. The 
work was slow, but i t  was interesting. 

Late Friday night i t  became appar- 
ent to those who were conversant with 
the latest work that the gentlemen 
were preparing to leave the city. About 
half past 10 o'clock Capt. Jackson en- 
tered the Kimball and went up the 
elevator. In a few nsinutes he came 
down and walked hurriedly out the 
Wall Street entrance with his shadow 
close behind him. At the Union Depot 
he entered a cab and was driven rap- 
idly to his residence. A cab followed 
closely behind. 

Capt. Jackson remained a t  his resi- 
dence about 10 minutes, and came out 
carrying a small satchel. He then 
re-entered the cab and was driven to 
the Union Depot. Stopping a t  the 
eastern end, he was joined by Mr. Cal- 
houn, who was awaiting him. Together 
the two gentlemen entered a Mann car 
and went to a section which had been 
reserved for them. Mr. Bruffey was 
on the same train when i t  pulled out. 

No one knew whither the gentlemen 
were bound, and a careful watch was 
necessary to prevent a loss. At  every 
station the front and rear entrances 
had to be watched, and when Captain 
Jackson emerged from the section a t  
Anniston, followed by Mr. Calhoun, his 
shadow made himself scarce. Capt. 
Jackson passed within three feet of 
Mr. Bruffey in leaving the car, without 
knowing it. From that time on it was 
a game of hide and seek. No two gen- 
tlemen ever tried harder to evade 
friends and avoid observation than 
Capt. Jackson and Mr. Calhoun, and 
the watch kept upon them was hard 
work. But Mr. Bruffey was equal to 

- the task, and when the fight came off 
he was on hand to  see it. 

Mr. Barrett was not long in ascer- 
taining that the Calhoun party had 
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left the city and with renewed inter- 
est and increased watchfulness linger- 
ed about the Kimball, all night long. 
About 6 the next morning Mr. Wil- 
liamson left his room, closely followed 
by Mr. Barrett. The gentleman and 
his friend walked to the Union Depot 
and boarded a Western & Atlantic 
train, Mr. Barrett within reach. At 
Kingston, where Mr. Williamson's pri- 
vate car was awaiting him, Mr. Bar- 
rett's presence was detected, and a n  
attempt was made to give him the 
shake. But he would not have it, and 
accepting a seat upon the front plat- 
form, made his way into Rome. Outside 
of Rome, on the Rome and Decatur 
road, Mr. Barrett  was made to leave 
the train. He felt knocked out, but 
not defeated. Hurrying back to Rome 
he sought Mr. Lawrence, superintend- 
ent of the Rome & Decatur, and char- 
tered a special engine. But Mr. Law- 
rence could not furnish an  engineer. 
Then Mr. Barrett  "bought" one off a 
dummy line and in a short time over- 
took Mr. Williamson's private car. The 
car  was standing upon a side-track and 
could not move. Mr. Williamson's en- 
gineer had never been over the road 
and the superintendent would not per- 
mit the train to move under a man un- 
acquainted with the line. 

Mr. Barrett's engineer, however, 
knew the road. When he pulled out 
of Rome, Mr. Barrett was in a hurry, 
and ordered the engineer to turn the 
machine loose. By those who were on 
the engine the ride was described a s  
having been wild, reckless and dan- 
gerous. But  Mr. Barrett  was willing 
to take all chances. Realizing that  
Mr. Williamson could never reach the 
field without his help, Mr. Barrett ap- 
proached Judge Tompkins, saying: 

"You cannot get there without my 
assistance. Now, if you want to fight 
t ha t  duel, I will take you to the grounds 
upon one condition." 

"What i s  it?" asked the judge. 
"Give me and my party seats in 

your car." 
Judge Tompkins did so and Mr. Bar- 

re t t  was a t  the fight. 
The last line of the duel heading in 

yesterday's Constitution, stating that  
Mr. Williamson nzakes retraction, con- 
veyed a wrong idea. The fact was 
tha t  Mr. Williamson withdrew his re- 
marks when Mr. Calhoun stated that 
in his statements before the legisla- 
tive committee Mr. Williamson per- 
sonally did not enter his mind. 

Capt. Jackson explained as follows 
to the editor of The Constitution under 
date of Aug. 11: 

"In your issue of yesterday, under 
the heading "To Meet in Alabama," 
appears this language : 

" 'Capt. Jackson carried with him 
a pair of dueling pistols which were 
believed by those who saw them to  in- 
dicate that the worst is anticipated.' 

"Your reporter is mistaken. I did 
not carry with me a pair of dueling 
pistols. I have never had a pair of 
dueling pistols in my hand, and have 
never seen but  one pair  in my life. 

"In the report in your issue of today 
there are some inaccuracies in mat- 
ters of detail which I do not deem i t  
necessary to  correct. Reference t o  the 
dueling pistols is made only because 
I wish to correct the public impres- 
sion that I am supplied with such 
weapons. My connection with these 
matters has always been in the inter- 
est of peace and humanity. Though 
sometimes necessary to prevent certain 
bloodshed, duels a re  always to be de- 
plored by no one more than yours, 

"HENRY JACKSON." 
--- 

Under the caption "Hardly Fai r  to 
the  Duelists," John Temple Graves 
commented a s  follows in The Tribune 
of Rome: 

The idea is prevalent that public 
opinion is generally right, and this 
view has some foundation in fact; but 
a certain public opinion which has of 
late been expressed through the col- 
umns of the daily press must be noted 
a s  a n  exception to the rule. 

There a re  few newspapers in this 
country tha t  believe in dueling, and 
l h e  Tribune is not one of them. It is 
a practice which few people can con- 
template in the abstract with approval, 
but i t  appears to u s  that  the daily 
press, in i ts  eagerness to condemn the  
practice, has done serious injustice both 
to the courage and the character of 
two brave and honorable gentlemen, 
and has failed to give proper emphasis 
to one of the few really noble episodes 
tha t  ever occurred in a duel in the 
South. 

The writer of his personal knowl- 
edge has been aware for many years 
that  P a t  Calhoun was one of the cool- 
est and bravest men tha t  this country 
has produced. There have been few 
Americans possessed of more unques- 
tioned nerve and coolness, and these 
qualities, rising higher than a mere ab- 
sence of f ea r  and indifference to dan- 



ger, are born of a loftiness of pur- 
pose and a devotion to interest which 
completely dominate the mere issues 
to person and to life. In  this view, 
Mr. Calhoun is a nlan of phenomenal 
loftiness and self-abnegation in dan- 
ger, and this statement did not need the 
episode in Alabama to prove it, but 
has been tested upon other occasions 
of equal trial, and is characteristic 
of a family of brothers whose history 
and record, if told to the world, would 
read like a romance of daring and 
manly resolution. 

Without knowing anything further 
of Mr. Williamson than the report of 
the duel which reliable witnesses have 
given to the newspapers, The Tribune 
has expressed its opinion of his cour- 
age and resolution in similar terms; 
but if one should found his opinion 
of these gentlemen upon the current 
comments of the newspapers, he would 
believe that they were both cowardly 
in  their natures and fraudulent i n  
their effort t o  palm themselves off a s  
brave men before the public. 

There were just three things that  
any thoughtful and truthful man 
ought to realize in the attitude of Mr. 
Calhoun upon the field of combat. In  
the first place, if fear had silenced his 
weapon when Mr. Williamson began 
to shoot, i t  i s  scarcely probable tha t  
he could have recovered his equanimity 
in  time to address such calm, t ran-  
quil and commanding words to the ad- 
versary who confronted him. Mr. Cal- 
houn's character and record justify 
the view that  he was a man who, with 
his adversary's life in his hands, hes- 
itated to make the sacrifice upon a 
misunderstanding, and tha t  his hu- 
manity triumphed over his indignation 
and vengeance and he parleyed for  
the life that  he had a right, under the 
code, to destroy. 

An even stronger view is in the fact  
tha t  Mr. Calhoun endeavored to estab- 
lish before that  duel terminated the 
t ruth of the assertions which he had 
made before the legislative committee, 
and endeavored to fix upon the records 
that  would go from that battleground 
the correctness of his position and the 
argument he had sought to make for  
the cause. And this view is also sus- 
tained in the minds of those who know 
him by the knowledge of his absolute 
and self-sacrifi'cing devotion to all the 
great  interests that he has from time 
to time represented. A third view, also 
probable to those who know the nature 
of the man, was that Mr. Calhoun hav- 
ing coolly received the fire of a cour- 
ageous antagonist, determined, with 

his own life safe, to seek a nobler re- 
venge in sparing the life that he had 
a technical right to take, and to give 
back to the man whom he thought had 
insulted him the life which might be 
spent in usefulness hereafter. 

The Tribune, that has 'something 
more than a casual acquaintance with 
these parties, believes that  either one 
of these views might have actuated 
Mr. Calhoun, and that  all of them did 
actuate him as  he stood there upon 
this famous field of honor. 

Moreover, while i t  does not approve 
of duelling, this paper is frank to ex- 
press the belief that  a more genuine, 
honorable and bona fide duel was never 
fought by brave men with better faith, 
or  terminated in higher honor than 
this. * * *  

THE VERDERYS AT CASS- 
V1LLE.-Mrs. Susan Verdery Prath- 
er, of Atlanta, tells in the following 
manner the touching story of how . 
Thos. J. Verdery, her brother, and 
other members of the family happened 
to be buried a t  Cassville, Bartow Coun- 
ty, once a flourishing town, now little 
more than a memory: 

"My sister, Mary Verdery, married 
Col. Warren Akin in 1849 a t  'Chief- 
tain's,' on the  Oostanaula River, near 
Rome. He was a widower, his f i rs t  
wife having been Miss Eliza Hooper, 
daughter of Judge Jno. W. Hooper. 
When Miss Eliza died, a year af ter  
their marriage, she was buried in  the 
cemetery at Cassville. In the early 
fifties, Col. Akin built a home in the 
suburbs of Cassville. Two colleges, 
the Cassville Female College, built by 
the Methodists, for  young women, and 
the Cherokee Baptist College, built by 
the Baptists, for the young men, were 
situated on either side of his handsome 
home. 

"Col. Akin was 36 years old when he 
married my sister Mary, just turned 
18 years. He was a kind brother and 
son-in-law, and was devoted to the Ver- 
derys. After Brother Thomas was 
killed at Fredericksburg, Va., i n  1862, 
Col. Akin insisted that  he be buried 
a t  Cassville, and this was done. Dur- 
ing the w a r  the Yankees burned the 
colleges and Col. Akin's home. They 
took special delight in destroying the 
Akin place because Col. Akin was a 
member of the Confederate Congress; 
he had refugeed to  Oxford, and later 
to Elberton. After the war, Col. Akin 
built a home in Cartersville, near Cass- 
ville, and resided there. My mother 
was visiting the Akins when she died, 



and since she had expressed the wish 
that  she should rest beside. Brother 
George, her wish was complied with. 

"Three years later-in 1875-when 
my father, Augustus N. Verdery, and 
his sister, Mrs. Pleasant Stovall, of 
Athens and later Augusta, were living 
with us in Atlanta, they went to visit 
the Akins. My father died there and 
was buried beside my mother and my 
brother. My aunt, Mrs. Stovall, lived 
with us some years longer, and before 
she died said, 'Please bury me by my 
dear brother Augustus.' She was laid 
a t  rest beside him. My sister, Vir- 
ginia (Mrs. Dr. Hezekiah Witcher, of 
Cedartown), who died in 1900, and 
Oriana were buried with the family 
a t  Cassville in accordance with their 
requests." 

+ * *  
JUDGE WRIGHT AND COL. 

SHORTER'S COTTON.-Partners of- 
ten fall  out and go their respective 
ways thereafter. I n  ante-bellum days 
Judge Augustus R. Wright and Col. 
Alfred Shorter owned the bridges of 
Rome, and charged folks to cross theni. 
An estrangement developed between 
the two men, and a t  a speech in Cedar- 
town, Judge Wright paid his respects 
to his former associate by declaring, 
"Alfred Shorter shears his sheep and 
turns them out to grow more wool." 

The break did not come until af ter  
the war, for we find these old Romans 
in substantial agreement on business 
matters during the conflict. Col. 
Shorter owned fertile farms in Ala- 
bama, Mississippi and Georgia, con- 
ducted several mercantile establish- 
ments, and each year grkw better o f f .  
than the year before. He had no time 
to waste, no bump of folly, no extrav- 
agances, few luxuries; he had plenty 
of time for  business, plenty of money 
for  education and charity, lots of de- 
sire to listen to hard common sense. 
He could see an  advantage or a disad- 
vantage in a trade in a minute, and 
was extremely cautious about going 
into enterprises; but once he was in, 
he put forward all his energies until 
success was assured. It has been said 
tha t  the only man who ever worsted 
Col. Shorter in any kind of a large 
business transaction was Judge 
Wright. 

Col. Shorter was above age (58) 
when the Civil War broke out; he 
made arrangements to help the  Con- 
federacy financially, and in the darker 
days just prior to the occupation of 
Rome in 1864 by the Union army, 
refugeed to a safer place in Thomas 

County. Naturally he couldn't carry ' 

his cotton with him, 'nor did he have 
time to dispose of it. Judge Wright 
was in the Confederate Congress, help- 
ing in an  executive capacity t o  direct 
the war. The judge crossed the  Po- 
tomac from Richmond on some kind 
of a pass and laid before President 
Lincoln the question of Col. Shorter's 
cotton and Southern cotton in 
general, saying he wanted to save 
a s  much of i t  a s  possible from 
destruction by the Yankee army. Mr. 
Lincoln was deeply moved and gave 
Judge Wright a pass back through the 
lines, but said in effect: "I am sorry 
I can't furnish you men to transport 
it, but if you can arrange that  detail, 
I will probably be looking the other 
way." 

Judge Wright had access to -Rome 
and Col. Shorter's cotton. Alexander 
Thornton Harper, of Cave Spring, had 
made "contact" with the latter through 
the trust Col. Shorter reposed in him. 
The authority to dispose of the cotton 
was somewhat in doubt, but it was 
war  times, and Judge Wright took 
the bull by the horns. Sherman was 
fas t  swooping down upon Rome with 
a n  appetite for  m t e r i a l  things, so 
Judge Wright loaded the cotton on 
freight cars, clambered aboard and 
set out for  Savannah or other con- 
venient mart, and there disposed of it 
on a "commission" basis. 

Cotton was extremely valuable then, 
worth nearly a dollar a pound, and 
i t  was said Col. Shorter's lot brought 
around $50,000. Judge Joel Branham 
was authority for  the statement that  
Judge Wright was twitted about Col. 
Shorter's cotton in a post-bellum po- 
litical campaign, and with characteris- 
tic directness replied, "Well, if I did 
steal Shorter's cotton, I left him 
enough to go on!" 

Col. Shorter was satisfied tha t  he 
got anything a t  all, for  otherwise the 
cotton would have been appropriated 
by the Yankee army to turn  against 
the South, and he is said to have re- 
marked that  under ordinary conditions 
neither Judge Wright nor any other 
man could do him up in a deal, and 
if Judge Wright would continue to 
transact business with him i n  peace 
times, he would consider the associa- 
tion highly desirable. 

* * *  
THE TRAGIC DEATH OF VON 

GAMMON.-Few events have touched 
more profoundly the hearts of Ro- 
mans than the death of Von Albade 



Gammon'$ following a football game 
played a t  Brisbine Park, Atlanta, Sat- 
urday, Oct. 30, 1897, between the Uni- 
versity of Virginia and the University 
of Georgia teams. 

Von Gammon was born Dec. 4, 1879, 
a t  Rome. His paternal grandfather 
was Col. Wm. Gamble Gammon, Ten- 
nessee farmer and banker, who died in 
1895 a t  Rome and was there buried. 
His maternal grandfather was Maj. 
Jno. T. Burns, State Attorney General 
in 1869, who moved to Texas. His 
father was Jno. Aiken Gammon, Rome 
clothing merchant, and his mother was 
Rosalind Burns. An uncle was Wm. 
Melville Gammon. the first chairman 
in 1916 of the city commission. His 
older brother, E. Montague Gammon, 
was for several years principal of the 
Rome City Schools, and is now teach- 
ing a t  Savannah. Wm. G. Gammon, s 
younger brother, was killed more than 
20 years ago a t  Cartersville lafter 
  laying a game of baseball with the 
Rome team. by falling under a freight 
train. Will lies buried in Myrtle Hill, 
Rome,-by the  side of Von. 

The Gammon home was a comfort- 
able two-story frame structure a t  420 
Third Avenue, one block west of the 
Etowah river and a wash-hole which 
drew the Gammon boys and their 
young friends like a magnet. The home 
was on the upper edge of a lot that  
extended about 100 feet below the 
dwelling to the old Rome railroad 
tracks, and to the rear 300 feet to a n  
alley. At the lower corner front, un- 
der a large sycamore tree, were two 
parallel tennis courts, which were al- 
ways full of players, and a t  the upper 
side was a green-carpeted bank which 
held the "audience." Nearby was a 
grassy spot where the boys tried their 
skill at wrestling, French and Amer- 
ican style. Of his age, Von Gammon 
was the best wrestler; in fact, he was 
best a t  everything he tried-a typical 
young Greek god, and admired ex- 
travagantly a s  such without a n  ex- 
ception anywhere. "Ros," his young- 
est brother, sometimes known in  fun  
by the nickname of the "Polk County 
one-eyed giant," was the best wrestler 
in his class, and game little Hunter 
McClure was not f a r  behind him. 

The parents of the Gammon boys 
provided them with the latest things 
in the athletic line. On the back porch 
were the parallel bars and the punch- 
ing bag and boxing gloves; a down- 
stairs locker kept skates, baseballs, 
bats and mitts, football togs and bath- 
ing suits, tennis racquets, etc.; and 

any boy who came without his own 
could dig. into the Gammon collection 
and have what was there. In the back 
yard was the high-jumping and pole- 
vaulting apparatus, and nearby could 
be found the 16-pound shot which 
Von and "Monty" used regularly in 
practice. In the barn was located the 
flying trapeze for  wet weather use. 
Once a year the barn was cleaned out, 
the boys of the neighborhood brought 
their shinny sticks, moved bales of hay 
and sacks of feed, and mowed down 
rats. In 1896 they killed 40-odd in 
15 minutes. 

The favorite game for  the crowd 
was shinny, the forerunner of hockey 
and golf. Two sides tried to knock 
a wooden block through goals with 
wooden sticks. This game was played 
in a vacant lot near the Gammon 
place, across the railroad. Occasion- 
ally the tennis courts were cleared 
and all engaged in  the games of "foot- 
and-a-half ," "follow-the-leader" and 
"stinga-ma-ree." The grand climax 
came in two ways. Somebody would 
yell, "Let's go in washin'!" That  was 
enough to break up  any game except 
the one Mrs. Gammoin favored, ex- 
pressed in this query a s  she appeared 
a t  the end of the porch: 

"Boys, do any of you eat pineapple 
sherbet?" 

Yum, yum-what good Trozen things 
Mrs. Gammon did make, and nearly 
every time chocolate or cocoanut cake 
went with it! Truly, the Gammon 
place was the "honey pot" for the boys 
of Rome. The East  Rome gang oame 
occasionally, the Uptown gang, the 
South Rome gang and the West Rome 
gang; but the Downtown gang lived 
there, almost. The "mascots" of the 
Downtown gang were Archie McClure 
and Sam (Robt.) Maddox. Among the 
members were Walter, Wade and 
James Cothran; Barry and Laurie 
Cothran, Bob Harper, "Pat" C,line, 
J im Jones, Ed., Linton, Dick, Frank 
and Jim ("Skinny") Maddox, Glover, 
Pierce, Ralph, Morgan and Frank Mc- 
Ghee, Carl Yeiser, Millard Parrish, 
Marshall Scott, Linton and James 
Vandiver, Ralph Carver, Claire J. 
Wyatt, Mayfield and Wm. Wimberly, 
Tom Quinn, Manning Marshall, Donny 
Hancock, Joel B. Peniston, Will Hoyt, 
George Pitner, Lindley and Hunter 
McClure, Wurts, Langdon and Hal 
Bowie, Cliff Seay, Claude and Johnny 
Saunders, Muff, Rob and Fox Word, 
George, Roy and Rob Rounsaville, - 

*He was christened thus and the name aP- 
pears on his headstone, but he preferred to 
call himself Richard Von Gammon. 



Will, Joe and Duke Fahy, Arthur and 
Bolling Sullivan. 

If other parents wanted to get rid 
of their boys, Mrs. Gammon was al- 
ways glad to "mother" them. She was 
a tall lady with a fine head of auburn 
hair, a most kindly smile, a fine sense 
of humor and a whole-soulness tha t  
made her a friend to every boy. On 
her lawn and under her watchful eye 
a splendid spirit of sportsmanship and 
play was developed; and in a large de- 
gree she was responsible for the spirit 
that Romans have shown in the years 
that  have followed. She urged her 
boys to do their best, no matter the 
consequences, and on every athletic 
field they excelled. "Monty" was 
known as the "strong man" of Rome. 
Some six feet six inches tall, he could 
throw the hammer o r  put the shot far-  
ther than anybody in town. A t  the 
North Rome Park field day in 1895 
or 1896 he threw the hammer so f a r  
that  i t  hit Capt. J. W. Ewing between 
the shoulders. Capt. Ewing was car- 
ried from the field in a cab, but soon 
recovered. Von exhibited his strength 
that  day by lying on his back and 
lifting "Monty" (feet in hands) en- 
tirely off the ground. 

Many a boy now a man remembers 
how "Monty" and Von took him in 
their arms, standing six feet apart,  
and tossed him from one to the other 
through the air, caught him safely 
and flung him back and forth. Von 
was of such heroic build and nature 
that  many held i t  the highest privi- 
lege to stand in his presence, that  they 
might do his bidding, or simply be 
free to admire his noble qualities. He 
never smoked, drank, cursed or got out 
of humor; he never lorded i t  over a 
boy of weaker build or took advantage 
of a fallen foe; his parents were in 
comfortable circumstances, but not 
wealthy, hence he was not proud of 
purse, nor would all the money in the 
world have changed him from the 
manly boy that  he was. 

Bicycling having been taken up en- 
thusiastically by the young people of 
both sexes, a racing club of amateurs 
was formed a t  Rome, and it included 
Von Gammon, Frank Bowie, Will Fahy 
and others. Von got away with the 
most prizes. That  was in 1896 and 
the summer of 1897. On August 24, 
1897, Von was due to  have raced with 
the amateurs in Atlanta, but hurt his 
leg in practice and was unable to com- 
pete. R. D. Jackson won. In the pro- 
fessional class, Bobby Walthour, later 
national champion, defeated Anderson, 
and M. A. Elliott won the mile han- 

dicap in 2:07 1-5. The Rome Tribune 
of Friday, Oct. 1, 1897, reported: "Mr. 
Von Gammon left yesterday afternoon 
to enter the University. He will go 
into training for the football team and 
will add great strength to it." 

The year before, in the fall of 1896, 
Von had entered the freshman class a t  
the University of Georgia, Athens, and 
bad made the football team a s  quar- 
terback. He was regarded a s  one of 
the University's most promising ath- 
letes. In the autumn of 1897, W. Rey- 
nolds Tichenor, who had played quar- 
terback at Auburn the year befoye, 
entered Georgia. "Tick" was so small 
he could play quarter only, and Von's 
driving power was needed a t  fullback, 

VON ALBADE GAMMON, who died Sunday, 
Oct. 31, 1897, .from injuries received Oct. 
30 in a Georg~a-Virginia football game in 
Atlanta. 



so this change was made, and they 
were playing those positions when Von 
met his death. "Tick," now an attor- 
ney in Atlanta, and for many years a 
football referee, states that Virginia 
had scored 11 points and Georgia 4 
when the accident happened. Virginia 
had the ball, and sent a mass play 
over Georgia's left tackle. Von was 
playing behind the line, and he went 
under the play like he had been thrown 
from a catapult. When the players 
had been disentagled, Von was uncon- 
scious, and a substitute slipped upon 
him "Tick's" Auburn sweater. Miss 
Mary Connally, now Mrs. John Spald- 
ing, sent him a carriage blanket. He 
was taken from the field to the Grady 
Hospital, where he lingered 11 hours, 
and died a t  3:45 a. m., Sunday, Oc- 

The game went on; Geo. Price* was 
shifted from right guard to fullback, 
and S. Ed. Bayless, of King~ton; placed 
a t  right guard. Virginia won it by 
the score of 17 to 4. After the game 
the Georgia players realized the con- 
dition of their comrade, and among a 
few of the alumni and supporters the 
cry of foul play was heard; a small 
crowd went to  the Virginia hotel 
headquarters inquiring, "Where's Col- 
lier ; we want Collier !" 

Such an imputation, according to 
Mr. Tichenor, was entirely unjust. 
There was no foul play; the field was 
hard and i t  is likely that Von's head 
hit the sun-baked clay as  he fell un- 
der the struggling players, or it may 
have been that  his head was kicked 
by somebody's shoe, just as likely by 
one of his own teammates. Tichenor 
also received injuries which necessi- 
tated his removal. 

The diagnosis of the doctors showed 
a fractured skull and concussion of the 
brain in the case of Von Gammon. 
He died a t  18 years, in the flush of 
young manhood, and mourned by every- 
body. His father was with him a few 
minutes before the end, and his Spar- 
tan mother arrived shortly afterward. 

Seldom had news cast such a pall 
over Rome. The word was received 
as the good people were on the eve 
of entering the churches for their de- 
votional services, and the announce- 
ment was made from the pulpits. 
James Cothran carried the sad intel- 
ligence to the central church neigh- 
borhood and broke i t  to Von's sweet- 
heart, who expressed her great grief 
through her tears. The body was re- 
moved to the residence a t  4:55 p. m., 
Sunday, where many friends gazed for 
the last time on the fine features of 
their hero; then the funeral was held 

a t  11 o'clock Monday morning, Nov. 
1, 1897, from the First Presbyterian 
Church, the pastor, the Rev. Geo. T. 
Goetchius, officiating, assisted by the 
Rev. S. R. Belk, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church, and the interment 
was in the Branham addition of Myr- 
tle Hill cemetery. 

A number of college friends accom- 
panied the body to Rome, and mem- 
bers of the Bachelors' Club (or Pov- 
erty Hall Boys) acted as pallbearers 
between the station and the home, and 
as honorary pallbearers a t  the funeral. 
They sent a beautiful floral wreath, 
"Gates Ajar," a feature of which was 
a dove of pure white hovering over 
the lilies. The boys of the Virginia 
football team also sent a handsome of- 
fering, and the coffin was transform- 
ed into a bower of roses, carnations 
and their accompanying green. Offer- 
ings came from Atlanta and from the 
students a t  Athens and Auburn, Ala. 

The active pallbearers were Edward 
E, Pomeroy, Sam Carter, Jim Me11 
and Ed Lyndon, representing the Uni- 
versity of Georgia; and Walter and 
Laurie Cothran, Charlie Hill, Reuben 
Towers, Clifford B. Seay and Boll- 
ing Sullivan, from Rome. The bal- 
conies of the famous old church were 
well filled, a s  well as the ground floor; 
a larger crowd had never attended a 
funeral in Rome, and few eyes were 
dry a t  the conclusion. 

Von's teammates, led by the captain, 
Wm. B. Kent, occupied a pew in the 
center section near the front. The 
other players present were J. Threatt 
Moore, H. S. Walden, Brooks Clark, 
V. L. Watson and Lawton ("Cow") 
Nalley. Col. Chas. M. Snelling rep- 
resented the University faculty. 

Dr. Goetchius was so overcome that 
he made his remarks very brief; but 
they expressed the feeling of every 
sorrowing heart. He had in mind the 
sad fate of his own son, "Arnie" 
Goetchius, who a year or two before 
had been killed when he skated off a 
balcony, as a student a t  the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, a t  Auburn. 
Misses May and Carrie Clark and 
Messrs. Horace King and Dick Coth- 
ran sang "Some Sweet Day." A vast 
concourse of people rode or trudged 
to the cemetery. The water sprites 
of the Etowah, the Oostanaula and 
the Coosa piped a melancholy requiem 
fa r  below, and the spirits of his an- 
cestors and the ancestors of his friends 
opened up their arms and received - 

*Now connected with the insurance office 
of J. L. Riley & Co. in the Candler BulIQlng, 
Atlanta. 



him with a warm embrace a s  he en- 
tered their beautiful subterranean re- 
treat. 

The following faced each other in 
the game: 

Georgia- -Virginia 
Clark, A., 1. e. ................ Martin, 1. e. 
Walden, 1. t. ...................... .. Collier, 1. t. 

............ Clark, B., 1. g. Templeman, 1. g. 
Bond, c. ............................ Wallace, c. 
Price, r. g. ............................ Davis, r. g. 

............ Kent, (Capt.) r. t. Marsh, r. t. 
Watson, r. e. ........................ Estes, r. e. 
Tichenor, q. b. ................ Walsh, q. b. 
Jones, 1. h. b. .................... Hill, 1. h. b. 
Moore, r. h. b. ............ Carney, r. h. b. 
Gammon, f. b ..... Morrison, (Capt.) f. b. 

According to the Atlanta Constitu- 
tion of Oct. 31, 1897, Von was injured 
in the middle of the field, on the left 
hand side, a t  the beginning of the sec- 
ond half. After six and a half min- 
utes, Hill, of Virginia, scored the first 
tciuchdown by bucking a yard. A 
touchdown counted four and a goal two 
a t  that  time, and Templeman's goal 
made the score 6-0 in favor of Vir- 
ginia. After a punt to near the Vir- 
ginia line, Morrison punted and the 
ball hit Walden, of Georgia, in the 
breast, and rolled back of the line, 
where Capt. Kent, of Georgia, fell on 
i t  for Georgia's only score of the game. 
Tichenor failed a t  goal, and the score 
stood: Virginia, 6; Georgia, 4. From 
Georgia's 15-yard line Morrison kick- 
ed a drop-kick goal, which made the 
score 11-4. The half ended in a few 
minutes more. In the second half, Hill 
scored on an  end run  from the Geor- 
gia 25-yard line, and Templeman kick- 
ed goal. There was no further scor- 
ing, and the final was 17-4. After 
Von's injury, Tichenor retired; he got 
two hard clouts on the head, and Har- 
mon Cox took his place and played a 
good game. Kent made the longest 
run of the game, 40 yards, on a trick 
play in the f i rs t  half. The accounts 
stated that the play was rough and 
injuries were frequent; that  Georgia 
played gamely, but was outclassed by 
the heavy Virginians. 

Georgia's coach was Chas. Hallan 
McCarthy, old Brown fullback and 
now a college professor residing a t  
Brookland, D. C. Glenn Warner, later 
Carlisle Indian school coach, had 
coached Georgia and Von Gammon the 
year before. Hugh Jennings, of 
Brooklyn's ball club, later of Detroit, 
was coach of the baseball team. Frank 
R. Mitchell was manager. A Mr. 
Izard was referee for the Virginia- 
Georgia game, and Wm. Martin Wil- 

liams, "Tick's" Auburn roommate and 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue un- 
der appointment by Woodrow Wilson, 
was umpire. Hatton Lovejoy, of Geor- 
gia, and a Mr. Smith were lines- 
men, and Fred Morton, of Athens, 
timekeeper. Dr. Bizzell, of Atlanta, 
and Dr. Samuel C. Benedict, of Ath- 
ens, attended Von on the field, and 
Dr. William Perrin Nicolson attended 
him a t  the Grady Hospital. 

Georgia's sponsors, driven in a car- 
riage behind four beautiful black 
horses, were Misses Dee Murphy (Mrs. 
Boykin Robinson, of New York, N. Y.) 
and Leontine Chisholm (Mrs. Walter 
P. Andrews, of Atlanta), and Vir- 
ginia's sponsors were Misses Callie 
Jackson and Catherine Gag (Mrs. In- 
man Sanders, of Atlanta). 

The Rome boys in college when Von 
Gammon met his death were: From 
the freshman class (1901), Wm. D. 
Hoyt, Jr., C. P. Morton and Robt. 
Yancey; from the junior class (1899), 
Laurence A. Cothran and J. Bolling 
Sullivan; from the senior class (1898), 
Benj. C. Yancey; and from the law 
class, R. P. White. Von had entered 
the class of 1900 the year before, but 
on account of some conditoins and late 
entry in the fall of 1897 was repeat- 
ing some of his work and was class- 
ed with 1901. 

The Rome Daily Argus of Sunday, 
Nov. 14, printed this from Savannah: 

"Captain Morrison, of the Virginia 
football team, writes a letter to the 
Savannah Press in reply to statements 
of i ts correspondent that  the Virginia 
men deliberately tried to injure the 
Georgia players. 

"Capt. Morrison denies this charge 
and sends extracts from a letter writ- 
ten to him by Capt. Kent, of Georgia, 
thanking him for considerations shown 
the memory of Von Gammon, and 
wishing the Virginia teain much suc- 
cess. 

"Morrison says the injuries sustain- 
ed by Tichenor and Gammon, of the 
Georgia team, were entirely acciden- 
tal and deeply regretted by the Vir- 
ginia team." 

Martin V. Bergen, Jr., old Prince- 
ton player and then coach of Virginia, 
wrote to a friend in Atlanta under 
date of Nov. 1, 1897, from Charlottes- 
ville, Va.: 

"The game was clean, hard played, 
but yet not a rough, foul game. Our 
men had been instructed to play fair- 
ly and did so, and you have my word 
on the fact that  I saw no hitting a t  



THE HOME OF VON GAMMON, 420 THIRD AVENUE. 
The Gammon place was the mecca for the young men of Rome, who gathered 

to test their physical prowess in numerous ways. Tennis, weight exercises, wrestling 
and boxing were enjoyed here, while at the foot of the avenue was the wash-hole 
which drew more boys tban any in town. 

all, and no kneeing or such work. 
"Gammon was hur t  while we had 

the ball, attempting to make a tackle, 
which precludes any probability that  
we were to blame. The play was a 
straight formation play. 

"We have done all we could to ex- 
press our regret-sent flowers and 
messages, and our men are all'broken 
up personally, a s  I am. 

"I write you this partly because I 
thought you would like to have my 
assurances of the character of the 
game and the absolute absence of 
either premeditated or actual rough 
play or intentional injury to men." 

The Georgia team and others dis- 
banded for the season. I n  the last 
session of the Georgia Legislature a 
bill had been introduced outlawing 
footb.al1, but i t  had failed of passage. 
Now a new attempt was made. A 
legislator said: "The boys a t  Athens 
will have to cut their 'wool' and sell 
the 5-cent cotton out of their pants." 
The bill would no doubt have been 
successful but for  the intervention of 
Von Gammon's mother, who stated 
publicly that  a mishap to an  individ- 
ual should not be allowed to cut off 
the pleasure and profit uf thousand: 
of youths, and she declared to friends 
that  she would sacrifice her other boys, 
if need be, to the cause of such body- 
developing and character-building con- 

tests.' The Georgia Legislature had 
railroaded through a n  anti-football 
bill by a vote of 91 to 3, the Senate 
passed i t  N~ov. 18 by 31 to 4, and 'it 
was up for Gov. Wm. Y. Atkinson's 
signature when Mrs. Gammon wrote 
the executive a letter which stayed his 
pen. An Atlanta dispatch to the Rome 
Tribune of Dec. 9, 1897, said: 

"The bill was passed soon after the 
killing of young Von Gammon, and 
the legislators felt that  they were 
avenging his death by so p r o m ~ t l  
making future accidents of a similar 
nature impossible. But i t  turns out 
that Von Gammon came from a Spar- 
tan family and that  neither his rela- 
tives nor friends are seeking that  sort 
of vengeance. 

"It is the dead man's own mother 
who has induced the governor to veto 
the bill. Mrs. Gammon in her peti- - 

*Mrs. Gammon's tenacity of purpose 1s il- 
lustrated by the  following incident of nearly 20 
years ago: One of the largest and most beau- 
tiful trees in Rome is an  elm which grows out 
of the f a r  sidewalk in front of the Gammon 
home, and also in front of Judge Jno. W. 
Maddox's abode. A telephone lineman came 
one day to  cut off some limbs to make way 
for wires. Mrs. Gammon requested him to  
"spare the tree,"-it was dear to her boys anci 
everybody in the neighborhood. He said i t  was 
necessary to cut the limbs, and went away. 
When he returned with his saw, he found 
Mrs. Gammon sitting under the tree in a 
chair, with a double-barrel shotgun across her 
lap. The man went away again, and stayea 
away. 



tion says that football was her son's 
favorite game, and that if he could 
be consulted he would join in the re. 
quest of his fellow students for the 
veto of the bill. 

"In her letter this heroic mother 
calls the governor's attention to the 
fact that  two of her sons's school- 
mates. Will Reynolds and Arnie 
Goetchius* have recently met acciden- 
tal deaths, one by falling over a preci- 
pice and one by falling down stairs. 
She asks if .it is not equally sensible 
for the legislature to abolish preci- 
pices and stairways on account of 
those deaths a s  i t  is to abolish foot- 
ball because of the death of her son. 

"Letters from all parts of the coun- 
t ry  have poured in upon the governor, 
and the state has  also been thorough- 
ly aroused. It has been argued that 

' if football is prohibited a t  the Georgia 
University and the other colleges of 
the state, these institutions will be un- 
able t o  compete with the big schools 
of the north, where football i s  played. 

"One of the most forcible argu- 
ments for the veto is contained in the 
following paragraph from Mr. Gam- 
mon's letter t o  the governor: 

" 'You are confronted with the prop- 
osition whether the game is of such 
a character a s  should be prohibited by - 

*Arnie Goetchius was on roller skates when 
he fell to his death. He was a good student 
and well liked by his classmates and the boys 
of Rome. Will Reynolds had gone with his 
family to  White Cliff Springs, Tenn., near 
Athens, for the summer vacation, and one 
Sunday afternoon while out walking with Mlss 
Mattie Rowel1 and others of Rome h e  ventured 
too near a precipice and plunged to a ledge 
perhaps 100 feet below, taking with him Miss 
Rowell's parasol. Two mountaineers climbed 
down the steep mountainside, tied Will's life- 
less body to a pole and carried i t  between 
them to the top. In  order to catch a n  earN 
morning train for Rome, the funeral party 
were obliged to go down to the valley in hacks 
a t  night, by the light of pine torches and 
lanterns. Will was one of the most popular 
young men in Rome, and hundreds of sorrow- 
ing friends attended his funeral from the First 
Presbyterian Church. A sad circumstance con- 
nected with the tragedy was that his mother 
had intended leaving with her children on 
the day after the accident for a visit to her 
old home a t  Jacksonville, Ala. 

**The reference is to Dr. Chas. H. Herty, tor 
whom old Herty Athletic Field a t  Athens waa 
named, and who wrote as follows: "It stands 
as a fact which cannot be contradicted that 
active physical exercise is an  absolute neces- 
sity. Even in cases of sickness, one of the 
best treatments a physician can give is to 
take exercise. Over three hundred young men 
confined to their books, with no well directed 
exercise, would in a year or two present a 
pitiable figure. I t  is in consauence of this 
that college faculties are forced into all kinds 
of schemes to give regulated and active exer- 
cise to their students. Some3olleges, in order 
to avoid the rough forms of field sports, have 
large grounds for physical exercise, as well 
as thoroughly equipped gymnasiums. Eve; 
then certain forms of field sports a re  necessary. 

law in the interests of society. In an- 
swer, unqu$stionably i t  is not. In the 
first place, the conditions necessary 
to its highest development a re  total 
abstinence from intoxicating and stim- 
ulating drinks-alcoholic or other. 
wise-as well a s  from cigarettes and 
tobacco in any form; strict regard for 
proper and healthiest diet and for all 
the laws of health; persistent regular- 
ity in the hours of going to bed and 
absolute purity of life." 

Jas. B. Nevin, Jno. H. Reece and 
Wm. H. Ennis were Floyd County's 
representatives in the legislature that  
year. They made strenuous efforts to 
defeat the legislation after  Mrs. Gam- 
mon had written Mr. Nevin as  fol- 
lows from Rome under date of Nov. 
2, 1897: 

"Dear Mr. Nevin: It would be the 
greatest favor to the family of Von 
Gammon if your influence could pre- 
vent his death from being used a s  an  
argument detrimental to the athletic 
cause and its advancement a t  the Uni- 
versity. His love for  his college and 
his interest in all manly sports, with- 
out which he deemed the highest type 
of manhood impossible, is well known 
by his classmates and friends, and i t  
would be inexpressibly sad to have the 
cause he held so dear injured by his 
sacrifice. Grant me the right to re- 
q~:est that  my boy's death should not 
be used to defeat the most cherished 
object of his life. Dr. Herty's article 
in the Constitution of Nov. 2d is time. 
ly, and the authorities of the Univers- 
ity can be trusted to make all needed 
changes for all possible consideration 
pertaining to the welfare of its stu- 
dents, if they a re  given the means and 
the confidence their loyalty and high 
sense of duty should deserve.** 

"Yours most respectfully, 
"VON GAMMON'S MOTHER." 

For several weeks the  enemies of 
football trained the guns on the game 
through the newspapers, and its de- 
fenders replied. The Athens Banner, 
the ancient paper published a t  the 
seat of the University of Georgia, de- 
clared, "We do not favor a game where 
brutality steps in and usurps the place 
of athletic development; i t  was a dis- 
play of savagery which tarnishes thf 
fair  names of both of the great unl- 
versities represented in the contest.'' 

The Charleston News and Courier 
declared : 

"Football is worse than 'hazing' and 
'prize fighting,' both of which are pro. 
hibited in all well regulated colleges. 





Young men go to college to make use- 
ful citizens of themselves, not crip- 
ples. There are numerous 'manly' 
sports and athletic exercises which do 
not involve risk of lifelong injury or 
death as the price of indulging 
in them. If we must have football 
riots for the popular entertainment- 
~ugilistic mills and bull fights and 
bear baitings being forbidden-let 
them be committed to professions. 
They are not adapted to the proper 
chzracter and ends of college train- 
ing. They should be prohibited to 
t\eir students by every college faculty 
without waiting for an untimely fu- 
ceral to make the necessity of such 
action more obvious than i t  is al- 
ready." 

Other press comments, as repro. 
duced by Editor W. A. Knowles in 
the Rome Tribune of Nov. 9, 1897, 
follow : 

"The Georgia legislature should by 
all means a t  its preserlt session pass a 
bill to prohibit football in this state." 
--Jackson Times. 

"1,Irs. Gammon bears no ill-will to- 
ward the game because of her son's 
death, and requests that his death be 
not used to defeat the most cherished 
object of his life. She would have 
the game go on. But the lives of 
other worthy sons are to be consider- 
ed. It seems impossible to prevent 
brutality in the game by revision of 
the rules, hence the only thing to be 
done is to prohibit the game."-Savan- 
nah News. 

"Editor Stovall's opinion of football 
would be more expert and valuable if 
he had been bunged up in a game. He 
says: 

" 'No, I never played a game of foot- 
ball in my life and have no special 
interest in the matter. But if I had 
a son and he were afraid to go into 
a game because of the dangers of in- 
jury, I should be ashamed of him. I 
am sure young Americans are made of 
sterner stuff. Are we ready to or- 
dain tiddle-de-winks and lawn tennis 
as national games?' . 

"If the son happened to be brought 
home mutilated or dead, we suspect 
that our friend would look a t  the mat- 

, ter differently. There are plenty of 
ways other than brutal sport for a 
young man to exhibit his courage, en- 
durance and pluc1r."-Augusta Chron- 
icle. 

Gov. Atkinson vetoed the football 
bill on Dec. 7, 1897; no attempt to 

revive the measure was made and it 
expired with the ending of the session 
of the Legislature soon afterward. The 
governor was moved by Mrs. Gam- 
mon's letter and his own belief that 
the progress of the world necessarily 
brings suffering to  a few. 

In his veto, Gov. Atkinson said: 
"Football causes less deaths than 

hunting, boating, fishing, horseback 
riding, bathing or bicycling. If we 
are to engage in legislation of this 
character now under discussion, the 
state should assume the position of 
parent, forbid all these sports to boys, 
make i t  a penal offense for a boy to 
engage in any of them, and for any 
parent to permit his child to engage 
in them. The government should not 
usurp all the authority of the parent. 
Yet this legislation is a long stride in 
that direction. 

"It would be unfortunate to entirely 
suppress in our schools and colleges a 
game of so great value in the physi- 
cal, mom1 and intellectual develop 
inent of boys and young men. 

"The president of the university of 
one of our sister states said to me: 
'If these young men were not per- 
mitted to expend their exuberant 
spirits and excess of youthful energies 
in this way, they would find vent in 
carousals, debaucheries and dissipa- 
tions.' 

"Chancellor Day, of the University 
of Syracuse, a Methodist institution, 
sags: 'I do not feel like joining the 
universal outcry against the game. 
Football is encouraged by the faculty 
of Syracuse University. During my 
three years of office there has not 
been a serious accident on our field 
or to our team. I believe that some 
such game as  football which contains 
elements of roughness and danger is 
necessary to the development of many 
young men in university, college and 
seminary. I ts  future, I am told by 
lovers of the game, is tending toward 
more open playing.' 

"Football would fail of one of its 
chief ends, in my estimation, if i t  did 
not teach the young men self-control. 
A man who goes through a season of 
being trodden upon and knocked down 
deserves fairly a diploma in the a r t  
of self-control. It is valuable disci- 
pline. Football in the university has 
been a source of gratification to  the 
faculty and trustees. We rejoice a t  
the high standard of scholarship kept 
up by the men in active play. One 
man who played the game during his 
entire course was able to keep up his 



work to the extent that the adminis- 
tration selected him as  instructor in 
our institution after graduation." 

On Wednesday, Dec. 12, 1895, a 
group of friends of Von Gammon de- 
cided to play a free admission game 
of football on Christmas Day, Dec. 
25, at the North Rome Athletic Park. 
Cliff Seay was referee, Laurie Coth- 
rzn umpire and Barry Cothran time- 
keeper. 

The line-ups : 
.................................. Harper, c Word, c 

........ Spiegelberg, q. b. Saunders, q. b. 
.................... McGhee, r. g. Jones, r. g. 

Wynn, 1. g. ...................... Jones, 1. g. 
.................... Mitchell, r. t. Quinn, r. t. 
.................. Huffaker, 1. t. Morris, 1. t. 

Maddox, r. e. .................... Smith, r. e. 
Maddox, 1. e. .................. Parrish, 1. e. 

..... Ledbetter, r. h. b Rounsaville, r. h. b. 
Fahy, 1. h. b. .................. Cline, 1. h. b. 

........ Vandiver, f. b. Williamson, f. b. 
Substitutes-Turner and Maddox. 
Although the fond parents were 

bowed down with grief, there were 
many consolations in the loss of their 
devoted son. Mrs. Gammdn caused 
the news of Von's death t o  be print. 
ed in the native language in every civ- 
ilized wuntry of the world. Into her 
scrapbook went the many written ex- 
pressions of sympathy. The faculty 
and students of t h e  University met a t  
the chapel, under the leadership of 
Chancellor Boggs, and resolutions 
passed there were signed by Harry 
Dodd (now of Atlanta),  president of 
the Athletic Council; Paul H. Doyal, 
(of Rome), president of the Demos- 
thenian Literary Society; Macon Dud- 
ley, vice president of the Bicycle As- 
sociation, and Harmon Cox (of At- 
lanta and Chicago), for the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity. Von was 
then a member of the freshman class 
(1901), and i ts  committee-Robt. 
Yancey, of Rome; C. H. Story and 
J. A. Scruggs-also passed resolutions. 

A student correspondent wrote The 
Tribune from Athens Dec. 15 tha t  Von 
was one of the most popular men in 
college, and that  he had just been 
elected president of the Bicycle Asso- 
ciation, and was a member of the. Phi 
Kappa Literary Society and the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon college fraternity. And 
he added: 

"Rome is as usual well represented. 
Rome boys have always stood well a t  
the university and the ones there now 
are endeavoring t o  keep up their good - 
*Georgia had held Harvard two weeks before 

at Cambridge to a 10-7 score. 

reputation. They will be home for  
the holidays Dec. 23. 

"There are  at; present eight boys 
from Rome attending the college. 
These are: Ben C. Yancey, '98, Chi 
Phi fraternity and member of Phi 
Kappa Literary Society; Hugh White, 
'98, Sigma Nu fraternity and Phi 
Kappa; J. B. Sullivan, '99, Sigma Al- 
pha Epsilon and Phi Kappa; Paul H. 
Doyal, '99, Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
Phi Kappa; Robert C. Yancey, '01, 
Chi Phi and Phi Kappa; Will Hoyt, 
'01, Chi Psi and Phi Kappa, and C. 
P. Morton, '01. 

"Among the offices held by these 
boys may be mentioned: Editor in 
chief of 'The Georgian,' business man- 
ager 'Red and Black,' manager ten- 
nis team, manager track team, pres- 
ident Phi Kappa Society, 1st lieuten- 
ant  and sergeant major in the bat- 
talion, two members of athletic coun- 
cil, editor in  chief of 'Pandora,' vice 
president bicycle club and other small- 
e r  offices. 

"Two Romans belong to the literary 
club and two are  on the track team; 
they took one first, one second and 
three third prizes in the field day  a 
week ago." -- 

An exceedingly graceful act was 
performed by the authorities of the 
University of Virginia, the surviving 
members of the 1897 football team and 
others in subscribing $500 for a bronze 
plaque to Von Gammon and his moth. 
er. This memorial was presented in 
the University of Georgia chapel a t  
Athens Saturday morning, Nov. 5, 
1921, 24 years after the game in 
which Von played. I t  was given into 
the hands of Chancellor David C. Bar- 
row and Prof. S. V. Sanford by an  
official of the University of Virginia, 
and Prof. Sanford has since acted a s  
its custodian, pending selection of a 
particular spot to place i t  for  a l l  
time. The plaque is circular in shape, 
about three feet in diameter, and 
shows the son gazing with love and ad- 
miration into the face of his mother. 
Among the Romans present a t  the ex- 
ercises were Walter S. Gothnan, J. 
Ed Maddox, Wilson M. Hardy, Barry 
Uright,  Paul H. Doyal, Jas. P. Jones, 
Thos. D. Caldwell, Sam S. King and 
Thos. E. Clemmons. 

Incidentally, Virginia and Georgia 
played another football game tha t  
same afternoon on Sanford Mead, be- 
f ~ r e  a big crowd, and the Red and Black 
of Georgia triumphed over the Old 
Gold and Blue of Virginia by the record 
score of 21 to O.* 



WRIGHT WILLINGHAM'S CIR- 
CUS.-Romans all-or 500 of them- 
gathered fat the Municipal Building 
Saturday, Jan. 1, 1921, on call of John 
M. Vandiver, president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, who thought a mass 
meeting and some oratorical prescrip- 
tions might make the farmers and ev- 
erybody else feel better over bad 
times. 

"There is too much pessimism!" as- 
serted B. I. Hughes. 

"There is not enough plain grit!" 
declared R. C. Sharp. 

"All pull together," suggested Hen- 
derson Lanham. 

"You don't know any hard times," 
said Judge John W. Maddox. "At the 
end of the Civil War we had nothing 
in Chattooga County but a broken- 
down steer that  was not worth the 
Yankees' trouble to take 'away." 

The Rev. Elam F. Dempsey, pastor 
of the First Methodist Church, and the 
Rev. A. J. Moncrief, pastor of the 
First  Baptist Church, were listening 
attentively from comfortable seats on 
the platform. Somebody shouted tha t  
i t  was time t o  give the bean-spillers 
a chance to be heard. No names were 
mentioned. 

Mr. Vandiver diplomatically ignored 
the suggestion by conferring in an un- 
dertone with a stage "confederate," 
after  which he announced tha t  Wright 
Willingham would speak. Col. Willing- 
ham's first shot woke the ministers 
UP. 

"My friends, I ain't much of a pro. 
hibitionist, myself. I can fight bet- 
ter  and talk better with a little en- 
couragement in me. Gaze at my friend 
Dr. Denrpsey here on my right; he  
has been getting f a t  drinking tea. And 
a s  for  old Dr. Moncrief there, he looks 
like he  never had a drink i n  his life1 
Ha-ha !" 

When the rude guffaws of the audi- 
ence and the embarrassment of. the 
ministers had subsided, Col. Willing- 
ham continued : 

"Judge Maddox may think just be- 
cause i t  didn't hurt  to lose a leg i n  
the war  that  a man's swollen jaw i n  
the present contains no pain. My jaw 
hurts and there's no use to deny it. 
I'm just about a s  careful tackling this 
situation a s  I was going after  a bull 
dog out a t  George Stallings' house 
during our own war here recently, 
when I was weak from influenza. I 
went to George's place *in the sticks 
one night; had quite a time climbing 
fences, crossing race tracks in  getting 

near the house, and when I thought 
I was there a great big dog came bow- 
wowing down the front  walk in my di. 
rection. I could tell by his voice he 
was a bull dog. I was too weak to 
fight- o r  run. There was only one way 
in the world, my friends, to stop that 
bull dog, and that  was by diplomacy. 
With a prayer on my lips I stooped 
down and with all the graciousness a t  
my command, I said, 'Here, doggie, 
here doggie, nice old doggie!' 

"I got away with it, and in  1921 
I'm going to be as diplomatic a s  I 
know how until I feel lots stronger 
than I feel now." 

Col. Willingh,am caused considerable 
merriment several weeks later by diag- 
nosing religious creeds in a speech. 

"My picture of religion up toward 
old Shorter hill i s  the picture of the 
shouting Methodists. I ain't ready to 
embrace that. And coming on down 
toward Broad Street we find the or- 
thordox Presbyterians. Why, my 
friends, the Presbyterians a re  so or- 
thodox that  you couldn't pierce their 
orthodoxy with a Beg Bertha shell!" * * *  

ROME'S WAR MAYOR.-The Tri- 
Weekly Courier of Jan. 3, 1861, pre- 
sented the following official count for 
the election of Dec. 31, 1860: 

For Mayor-Dr. Thos. Jefferson 
Word, 156; Zachariah Branscome Har- 
grove, Jr., 138. 

For Council-The Winners-A. R. 
Harper, 192; W. F. Ayer, 186; Chas. 
H. Smith, 172; Oswell B. Eve, 153; 
Jno. M. Quinn, 152; Nicholas J. Om- 
berg, 148. 

For Council-The Losers-Jno. W. 
Noble, 147; J. G. Yeiser, 144; A. Cald- 
well, 141; J. H. McClung, 134; Robt. 
T. Fouche, 122; J. W. Wofford, 104. 

Dr. Word was re-elected mayor in 
1861 for  1862, and his record was 
such that  his friends championed his 
cause a third time; but he declined, 
saying that  since no man had ever 
been mayor of Rome three times in 
succession, he would not care to break 
the precedent. Dr. J. M. Gregory was 
accordingly elected without opposition 
Dec. 29, 1862. His aldermen from the 
First Ward were J. C. Pemberton and 
Jos. E. Veal; from the Second, Albert 
G. Pitner and Wm. T. Newman, and 
from the Third, J. H. Cooper and Chas. 
H. Smith. Others who were pu t  for. 
ward for  Council and Aldermen were 
Beuben S. Norton, Robt. T. Hargrove, 
Jno. W. Noble, Dr. Joshua King, Gen. 
Geo. S. Black and Wm. Ramey. 



LINDALE, A THRIVING FLOYD COUNTY TOWN. 
From the top, the Lindale Inn; the Auditorium, erected by the Massachusetts Mills of 

Georgia in honor of Lindale's sacrifices in the World War; the old Hoss mill, now deserted; 
beautiful Silver Creek, which divides Lindale in half and flows through the mill property, 
as  shown in the next; homes of mill employes, who are encouraged in every way t o  develop 
better citizenship. 



Encyclopedic Section 
ARMSTRONG (CHEROKEE) HO- 

TEL.-This noted structure stands a t  - the southwest corner of Second Ave- 
nue and East First Street. It was 
built and opened by R. T. Armstrong, 
of Birmingham, Ala., a t  a cost of near- 
ly $150,000. The first floor walls are 
of gray granite and the four stories 
above of brick. It is owned by the 
Rome Hotel Co., of which concern the 
J. A. Rousavilles are the principal 
stockholders. For several years sub- 
sequent to 1900 the hotel was called 
The Cherokee, but recently the original 
name has been used. As long a s  the 
younger generation can remember its 
ground floor has sheltered a barber 
shop-first, Ned Huggins' (Ned was 
also sexton of the First Presbyterian 
Church), and now Slaughter McCain's 
-where enough hair and whiskers 
have been cut to fill the Armstrong. 
In the corner Dick Cothran conducted 
a brokerage business for qulte a while. 

Some of the glories of The Arm- 
strong were recounted by W. S. Row- 
ell in The Tribune-Herald of March 
9, 1921, a s  follows: 

"The partial destruction by fire of 
one section of the Armstrong hotel 
early yesterday morning injures for a 
short time a building that has stood 
as an ornament to this city for more 
than 30 years. 

"When this hotel was constructed 
and opened, i t  was the largest and 
finest in Northwest Georgia. It was 
a veritable capitol, a s  hotels went in 
those days. It pushed Rome a t  one 
swoop. from a town into the propor- 
tions of a city. 

"The annual banquets of the Mer- 
chants' and Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion were long famed for their feast- 
ing and their oratory. 

"Among those famous orators and 
notable men who have held forth here 
were Senators A. 0. Bacon, A. S. Clay 
and Hoke Smith, of Georgia; Senator 
Broussard, of Louisiana ; Congressman 
James Tawney, of Minnesota ; John 
Temple Graves, Gordon Lee, Judge 
Wm. T. Newman, Seaborn Wright, 
Senator Burton, of Ohio; Congressman 
Jno. L. Burnett, of Alabama; W,m. J. 
Bryan, of Nebraska; David B. Hill, of 
New York, and a host of others that 
we cannot now recall. 

"The dining room of the hotel has 
been used as  a ball room by the local 
cotillion club, since its organization, 

and many other clubs and dance or- 
ganizations used it. 

"When the hotel was first opened a 
large number of Rome's wealthiest and 
most prominent families left their 
homes and resided there. For a while 
it was the center around which the so- 
cial life of Rome revolved. 

"Many times since i ts  construction 
the hotel has been on fire, but always 
heretofore the fire department has 
been able to control the flames. The 
inside architecture of the hotel was 
peculiarly sensitive to fire, being such 
as  readily drew a draft to any part  
of the building. This class of hotel 
construction is now out of date." 

* * *  
BELGIAN COLONY.-In 1848 Gen. 

Louis Joseph Barthold LeHardy (Vis- 
count de Beaulieu), dissatisfied with 
political conditions growing out of the 
liberation of Belgium from the Unit. 
ed Neitherlands, left Brussels a t  the 
head of a company of Belgians to 
found a colony in the United States, 
for the purpose of engaging in agricul- 
tural pursuits. The old General and 
those members of his household who 
joined him were idealists to whom the 
songs of birds and bees in trees and 
clover constitued much sweeter music 
than the hum-drum strife of the Old 
World, so they turned their faces 
southward on reaching America's 
friendly shores. 

It is quite likely that they disem- 
barked a t  New York, asked for new 
country, were directed to Charleston 
and there sent by a Rome "Scout" to 
the heart of Cherokee Georgia. Rome 
was a place of some 3,000 inhabitants, 
and i t  stood out as the largest settle- 
ment in that corner of the state and 
a city which must grow fast. 

General LeHardy was a man ac- 
customed to army life and the hard- 
ships of the outdoors; his training had 
been along democratic, practical lines, 
and he welcomed an opportunity to re. 
move the restraints of political obliga- 
tions like a bird released from the 
cage. He turned his estate into cash 
and financed the colony across the At- 
lantic. In the party were his son, Ca- 
mille LeHardy, and family; his neph- 
ews, the sons of his brother, Compte 
Adolph LeHardy-Eugene LeHardy, 
21, and J. C. LeHardy, 17; Louis 
Henry Carlier, a civil engineer and Ca- 
rr.ille LeHardy's brother-in-law ; Prof. 



E. Gaussoin and daughter, Miss Elise plies for the Confederate Government, 
Gaussoin, whom Henry Carlier married and was there marooned until after the 
after thev reached Rome: a Miss Rob- Civil War. 
ert (proiounced like the ~ r e n c h )  , who 
later married Max Van Den Corput, 
of Cave Spring, (Max Corput and 
Felix Corput, his brother, were also 
Belgians) ; and a number of others, 
perhaps a total of 25. General Le. 
Hardy, Camille LeHardy and Louis 
Carlier selected a farm tract three 
miles east of Rome, where in a low- 
land dip there was an  abundance of 
fresh water bubbling from a dozen 
springs. This was on the Etowah 
River and included a productive bot- 
ton land full of arrow heads and bits 
of pottery, evidence that an Indian vil- 
lage was once there located. Included 
in their settlement were several men 
and women of the agricultural class. 
The others scattered; Eugene and 
Julius ("Jules") went to work in Rome, 
while a few of the Belgians set out 
stakes between the eastern foot of Mt. 
Alto and the Coosa River. Dr. L. M. 
E. Berckmans, another Belgian, was 
attracted to Rome by the exploits of 
his friends, the LeHardys, but he did 
not arrive until about 1870. 

The farming Belgians raised truck 
and fruit, especially grapes, and they 
sent their goods t o  the Rome market 
in little wagons drawn by ponies or 
mules. Everything they offered for 
sale was fresh and wholesome and put 
up in good style; the apples in nice 
boxes, the grapes covered with mos- 
quito netting, and their prices were as 
low as could be found. The law per- 
mitted of making wine out of grapes, 
and considerable wine was made. 

As in most cases where aristocrats 
attempt to go back to the soil, how- 
ever, the colony plan was not a suc- 
cess financially. The titled Belgians 
undoubtedly did their utmost with 
Dame Nature, but Her Highness, treat- 
ed to the picture of the grandeur of 
palaces and of refined tastes and tem- 
peramental dispositions, did not smile 
her favor upon them. The story is 
told that  a fastidious young Belgian 
was in the habit of driving a n  ox cart 
to Rome, the while he was dressed in 
a summer suit of snowy whiteness, 
suede gloves and patent leather shoes. 

After some seven years, disintegra- 
tion of the colony, individually and 
collectively, set in. General LeHardy 
and Camille LeHardy and family left 
for Charleston, where they lived until 
1858, when they returned to Brussels. 
Dr. J. C. LeHardy went to live in Sa'- 
vannah. Eugene LeHardy departed 
Jan. 2, 1861, for Europe to buy sup- 

But a circumstance was eventually 
to arise which was to  pile sorrow upon 
disappointment for the doughty Bel- 
gians. Camille LeHardy, i t  will be re- 
called, had married Rosine Marie 
Terese Josephine Carlier, a sister of 
Henry Carlier. Relations between the 
brothers-in-law were apparently pleas- 
ant  enough to permit Mr. LeHardy to 
go back to Belgium and leave the coun- 
try place in the care of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carlier. Quite possibly Mr. Carlier 
never expected Mr. LeHardy to return, 
so that when he and his family did 
come back after the close of the war, 
friction arose between the two men 
over possession of the place. They 
continued to live together, but it was 
a house divided. According to the 
story told by Mr. LeHardy, Mr. Carlier 
would frequent throw rocks a t  him 
from the woods, and otherwise nag him 
and members of the LeHardy family. 
Finally one day Mr. LeHardy heard a 
commotion in the barn, and, rushing 
to the scene, found Mr. Carlier astride 
of and pummeling Henry LeHardv 
then 17. Mr. LeHardy went to the 
house and got a gun, and, poking it 
through a crack in the barn, fired and 
killed Mr. Carlier, whose body was laid 
to rest in Myrtle Hill cemetery. Mr. 
LeHardy's peaceful disposition, his un- 
blemished reputation and the attend- 
ant  circumstances caused a jury to 
render a verdict of acquittal. 

The tragedy occurred in the sum- 
mer of 1870 and about eight years 
later Mr. LeHardy removed his family 
to Eagle Cliff, Lookout Mountain, near 
Flintstone, Walker County, Georgia, 
where he died March 6, 1888. He was 
the last of the Belgians a t  Rome, Eu- 
gene LeHardy, his cousin, having died 
there Dec. 27, 1874, and having been 
put to rest in Myrtle Hill. 

* * *  
BERRY INFANTRY.-A Civil War 

company organized by Col. Thos. W. 
Alexander, commanding officer, and 
named after Capt. Thos. Berry, Mex- 
ican War veteran and father of Miss 
Martha Berry, head of the Bewy 
Schools. 

On the eve of its departure for camp 
near Griffin, the company was pre- 
sented with a handsome battle flag by 
Miss Florence W. Underwood (Mrs. 
E. M. Eastman), a daughter of Judge 
John W. H. Underwood. 



NOTED GUESTS AT THE BERRY SCHOOLS. 
1-Dr. Howard A. Kelly, of Baltimore, Md., in group on girls' campus, May 5, 1921. 

2-Princess Caroline R. Radziwill among girls. -resident Theodore Roosevelt, Oct. 8, 1910, 
-a Republican with a background intensely Democratic. &Miss Alice Nielsen in a group. 
5--Dr. Albert Shaw, of New York, editor of the American Review of Reviews, and Mrs. Shaw, on 
visit Apr. 22-26, 1921. 6-A group containing Miss Helen Keller. 



BOOTEN & HARKINS' CAVALRY 
COMPANY.-The following officers 
were listed in the Tri-Weekly Courier 
of Apr. 20, 1862: 

Daniel F. Booten, captain; John 
Harkins, 1st lieut.; A. J. Bearden, 2d 
lieut.; N. C. Napier, 3d lieut.; M. A. 
Ross, orderly sergt. 

* * *  
BROAD STREET "INHABI- 

TANTS."-Now and then a n  old-time 
chronicler comes back to Rome and 
takes note of the many changes in bus- 
iness locations. In order tha t  the pres- 
ent occupants may "write their own," 
the following list of establishments 
and individuals (furnished by R. V. 
Mitchell) "or 1922, is herewith set  
down. The chronicler s tar ts  a t  the 
foot of Broad (Etowah River) and 
walks northward through North Rome. 
On his left a t  1 and 3 Broad is the 
market produce establishment of 
Stamps & Co., after which the 100 block 
starts, and continues to Second Ave- 
nue; the 200 block star ts  a t  Second 
and ends a t  Third, and so on. 
Left Hand Side-100 (Shorter) Block. 
101-Holder Coal & Lumber Co. 
101 %-Rome Musical Center. 
103-5. P. Reid Wlholesale Grocery. 
105- 
107-Gibson & DeJournett. wholesale 

grocery. 
109-Montgomery & Co., wholesale gro- 

cery. 
Ill-Scoggins Furniture Co. 

McGhee Cotton Co. 
113-R. J. Ragan, wholesale grocery. 
115- --- 
117- 
119-5. L. Brannon & Co., wholesale 

grocery. 
121-Arrington-Buick Co. 

200 (Noble) Bloclc. 
201-First National Bank. 

Rome Chamber of Commerce, 
Floyd County Fa rm Bureau and 
Boy Scout headquarters (in 
rear). 

- 

205-Rome Book Store Co. 
107-McGhee Tire Co. 
209-Floyd County Bank. 
209%-Drs. M. M. McCord and Carl 

L. Betts. 
21.1-Griffin-Cantrell Hardware Co. 
213- 
215-Newark Shoe Store. 
215%-Frank W. Copeland, Nat Har- 

r is  and Wm. H. Ennis, attor- 
neys. 

217-Wyatt Book Store. - 
*The telephone directory has also been freepy 

consulted. 

219-McGinnis & Welch, lunch room. 
221-Edward A. Farley, clothing. 
223-5. H. Kress 5 and 10-cent store. 
225-Elite Motion Picture Theater. 
225%-Drs. L. F. McKoy and J. I. 

Todd, dentists. 
227-Citizens' Bank. 
227-Will S. Hawkins, tailoring and 

haberdashery. 
229-M. M. J. Mendleson, tailor. 
231-Nixon Hardware Co. 
231 1/IJ-McCrary & Co., photographers. 
233-Strand Motion Picture Theater. 
235-H. B. Parks Co., crockery. 
237-239-W. M. Gammon & Son, cloth. 

ing. 
241-243-Owens & King, gents' fur- 

nishings. 
2 4 3 % 4 r .  J. S. Daniel, dentist. 
247-Daniel Furniture Co. 

300 (Nevin's Opera House) Bloclc. 
301-Piggly Wiggly, retail grocery. 
303-Allen Jewelry Co. 

Dr. Geo. B. Wood, optometrist. 
305-Johnston Hardware Co. ' 

305%-Drs. J. Turner McCall and J. 
H. Mull, physicians; Dr. A. I?. 
Daniel, dentist. 

307.309-311-Ira A. Watson Salvage 
Co., dry goods and groceries. 

311 %--Quick Lunch stand. 
313-F. W. Woolworth Co., 5 and 10- 

cent store. 
315-Porter Phillips, soft drinks. 
323-Second Precinct Police res t  room. 
3 2 L R o m e  Supply Co., electric outfits 

and plumbing. 
327-E. A. Leonard, dry goods. 
329-Walker Electric & Plumbing Co. 
331-Henry Powers, shoes. 
333-Fred M. Henderson, retail gro- 

cer. 
333%-Todd & Hickman, tailoring and 

pressing. 
335-Rome Shoe Hospital. 
337-Palace Barber Shop. 
337%-Drs. Geo. B. Smith and Wm. 

J. Shaw, physicians. Shoe 
shine parlor and news stand. 

339-McGinnis', cigars, soda, lunch. 
400 (Old City Hall) Block. 

401-Lanham & Sons' Co., dry goods. 
Eugene Logan Kandy Kitchen. 

403-Broadway Motion Picture Thea- 
ter. 

407-Friedman Co., dry goods. 
409-Paris Cafe. 
409%-W. P. Bradfield, contractor. 

Wilkerson Realty Co. 
411-L. H. Esserman, dry goods. 
413-Boston Shoe Store. 

Liberty Shoe Shop. 
Lewis Barrett, barber shop (c.). 

417-Watson Shoe Store. 



419-Culpepper, Storey & Co., gents' 
furnishings. 

419 %-Rome Tribune-Herald. 
421-M. Rosenberg, dry goods. 
423-Watson's grocery. 
425-427-Esserman & Co., dry goods 

and shoes. 
4291h-Drs. R. H. Wicker, Henry A. 

Turner, Roland D. Russell and 
A. W. Wright, physicians. 

431-Sam McRinney, meat market. 
431-Fifth Avenue Drug Co. 

500 (Hargrove-Bosworth) Block. 
501-National City Bank. 
503-L. W. Rogers Grocery Co. 
503 1/2 -Industrial Life and American 

National Life Insurance Com- 
panies. 

5 0 5 B u e h l e r  Bros. Market. 
511-Purity Ice Cream Co. 

Isom Jones' Restaurant (c) . 
Guarantee Shoe Repair Shop. 
Asa Johnson's Barber Shop (c). 

513-Rome Co-operative Drug Co. (c) . 
Dr. C. T. Cain, physician. 

515-Rome Fish Produce Co. 
517-Paul Henderson, grocer. 
525-533-Best Motor Car Co. 
535-537-Woco Oil Co. 

600 Block. 
Standard Oil Co., gasoline and 
oils. 

700 Block. 
700-Gulf Refining Co., gasoline and 

oils. 
1600 Block. 

Atkinson & Jolly, general mer- 
chandise. 

Right Hand Side-100 (Etowah) 
Block. 

100-Chero-Cola Bottling Wjorks. 
100%-Shrine Club and Dance Hall. 
102-Consolidated Grocery Co. 
1.04-McCord-Stewart, wholesale gro- 

cery. 
106-Mann Eros., meat market. 
108-People's Cafe (Tony Vincenzi) . 
110-1. M. Adams, meat market. 
110%-E. R. Fishburne, watch re- 

pairer. 
112- 
114-Rome Hardware Co. 
116-A grocery warehouse. 
118-Empire Lunch room. 
120-Sam Bredosky, shoes. 
122-New York Shoe Stores. 
124-American Lunch Room (c) . 
126-Fred Huffman, shoe repairer. 
128-Harris & Vann, meat market. 
130-Norton Drug Co. 
130%-Drs. Ross P. Cox, J. C. Watts  

and A. C. Shamblin. 
200 (Veranda-Yancey) Block. 

200-Curry-Arrington Drug Co. 

202-Bartlett Automotive Co. 
204-Miller Shoe Co. 
206-Lesser Bros., dry goods. 
208-L. W. Rogers, retail grocery. 
208%-Dr. J. D. Moreland, dentist; 

Dr. J. J. Farmer; H. E. Beery, 
attorney. 

210-The Bee Hive, dry goods. 
212-Burnes-White Mercantile Co., 

wholesale grocers. 
212 %-Henson Pressing Club. 
21.4-Wm. J. Pilson, Jr., groceries. . 
216-Holder's 5 and 10-cent store. 
218-Misses Hawkins, millinery. 
220- 
222-BUSY Bee Cafe. 
224-Central Barber Shop. 
226-Exchange National Bank. 

Burney's Department Store. 
228-230- 
232-234-Fahy's Store, dry  goods. 
236-238-5. Kuttner, dry  goods. 
238%-Dr. A. A. Orr, dentist. 
240-Cantrell h Owens, shoes. 
242-24PMiller's Cash Store, dry 

goods and clothing. 
246-R. L. Williamson Jewelry Co. 
250-S. P. Coalson Co., general mer- 

chandise. 
300 (Medical Building-Masonic Tem- 

ple) Block. 
300-Hale Drug Co. 
300%-Drs. Henry H. Battey and 

Robt. 0. Simmons, physicians; 
Dr. T. L. Morgan, dentist; 
Henry Walker, lawyer. 

302- 
304-Wyatt Jewelry Co. 
306-A. Pintchuck, tailor. 
308-City Supply & Vulcanizing Co. 

Brown Transfer Co. 
310-Reagan's Barber Shop. 
312-Graves-Harper Co., coal. 

E. J. Moultrie, real estate. 
314--New York Hat  Shop. 
316-Rome Pawn Brokers. 

Sam Williams' lunch room. 
Shoe shine parlor. 

318-Miller's Electric Shoe Shop. 
324-Misses Belle & Estelle Cato, mil- 

l i n e r ~ .  
324%-~ la ide  H. Porter and W. B. 

Mebane, and Jno. W. Bale and 
Joe Lesser, lawyers; Judge Geo. 
S. Reese, justice of the peace; 
Clarence J. Mull, lawyer. 

326-E. S. and Paul Nixon, music 
store. 

328-Singer Sewing Machine Co. 
330-Reese's Garage. 
332-E. R. Fishburne, watch repairer. 
334-0rr Ar t  Studio, photograph gal- 

lery. 
W. A. Mullinix Shoe Shop. 

334%-Jno. P. Davis, real estate; 
Jno. Camp Davis, lawyer; Jas. 



A STUDY IN BE'ITER CITIZENSHIP. 
"Human products of the soil" a t  the Berry Schools, Mt. Berry (via Rome), in Floyd 

County,.Ca. At the top is the boys' band, which is a "wind-jamming" organization without 
a peer m the state. In the center is a field day group receiving medals from the girls, and 
the onlookers are the children of Georgia farmers. In the oval i s  the champion baseball team. 



P. Jones, lawyer; C. N. Feath- 
erston and C. Irving Carey, 
lawyers; Linton A. Dean and 
Lamar Camp, lawyers. 

338-340-Jervis-Davidson Co., drugs 
and tea garden. 

334-340- (In Masonic Temple). 
400 (Lumpkin-Empire) Block. 

400-Southern Bell Telephone & Tel- 
egraph Co. Exchange. 

408-McCartha Bros. Garage. 
410-Blue Ribbon Shoe Shop. 

A. Victor, confectionery and 
lunch room. 

412-Rome Bakerv. 
414-R. A. ~ o n e s - ~ a r b l e  Co. 
416-418-McBrayer Bros. Furniture 

Co. 
420-422-McDonald Furniture Co. 
424-Franklin Auto Supply Co. 
424 %-Willingham, Wright & Coving- 

ton, lawyers. 
428-Harvey-Given Co., real estate. 
430-Hotel Forrest Building. 

The Flower Shop. 
Hotel Forrest Barber Shop. 

Sam J. Davis, real estate and 
insurance. 
Woodmen of the World, W. A. 
Keown, clerk. 

Hale-Brannon Co., real estate. 
Frank Salmon Piano Co. 
500 (Bzcena Vista) Block. 

500-Parsons & Ward, life insurance. 
Updegrove Marketlng Co. 

502-504-Howell-Cantre11 Furniture 
Co. 

506-Misses McGinnis, millinery. 
508-Howell-Cantrell Undertaking Co. 
510-Hape Sing Steam Laundry. 
512-Franklin Meat Market. 
51.4-Rome Cafe (c). 
516-Rome Pressing Club (c) . 
518-Smith-Malone Barber Shop (c) . 
520-Auto Repair Co. 
522-524-E. E. Lindsey, automobiles. 
526-0. W. Curtis, undertaker, (c). 

Drs. Eugene W. Weaver and J. 
W. Sams, physicians, (c). 

528-530-Curtis Cafe (c) . 
532-534-Daniell's Garage. 

E. L. Adams Motor Car Co. 
J. H. Carroll Auto Repair Co. 

536-Keith-Gray Grocery Co. 
600 Block. 

600-Texas Co., gasoline and oils. 
800 Block. 

800-Rome Railway & Light Co. 
1000 Block. 

1010-W. G. Duke, grocery, (c). 
1100 Block. 

1100-Florence Restaurant (c) . 
Dozier Undertaking Co. (c) . 

P. D. Q. Dyeing & Cleaning Co. 
(el. 

1300 Block. 
1310-Howell Grocery Co. No. 2. 

1500 Block. 
1502-Harvey Chair Co. 

Standard Marble Co. 
1506-F. M. Scott Coal Yard. 

Byrd's Engine Mills. 
J. W. Mullinix, shoe shop. 

1800 Block. 
1806-Harper .Mfg. Co. 
-- 1900 Block. 
1904-Harry Brooks, grocery. 

On South Broad Street, south' Rome, 
may be mentioned the following estab- 
lishments, nestling close to Myrtle 
Hill cemetery: 

East Side. 
103-Colegate-Calloway Confectionery 

and Ice Cream Parlor. 
113-Beard & Helton Garage. 
123-Thos. Warters Cigar Factory. 
133-C. 0. Walden, grocery. 
102-Dry Cleaners (c) . 

Ever-Ready Garage. 
104-Sims' Barber Shop (c). 
206-H. J. Klasing Carriage Works. 
310-Frances Berrien Hospital. 
420-August Vincenzi, fruits and gro- 

ceries. 
601-Howell Grocery Co., No. 1. 

* * *  
BURIED TREASURE.-There a re  

various tales of buried treasure and 
frenzied hunts around Rome. North- 
ern soldiers dug into an  old cemetery 
in North Rome, later abandoned. Now 
and then somebody gets an  idea old 
Dr. Berckmans was rich, and disturbs 
the ruins of his retreat on Mt. Alto, as 
they do the sacred precincts of Gen. 
Burwell's deserted home near Hell's 
Hollow. Virgil A. Stewart tells how 
his father, Samuel Stewart, used'. t o  
receive from the Indians gifts of pieces 
of gold, lead and t in which they could 
produce a t  any time by going out on 
the trail for four hours. White men 
often tried to follow the Indians to 
these treasure beds, but the redskins 
were too nimble for  them, and the 
secret is supposed never to have been 
discovered. 

James Foreman, an Indian, was 
brought back from the west after the 
war by the Nobles to locate precious 
metals and ores. He searched some 
time, but claimed the face of the coun- 
t ry  and the forests had changed, and 
he could not find anything. The forks 
of the rivers were thought to be a 



good direction point, but this did not 
help him. 

James went to gardening for Mrs. 
Robt. Battey. She showed him one 
day how to set out okra seed. When 
the plants came up they were too close 
together, for which Mrs. Battey re- 
buked him. James was half full of 
"fire-water," and he replied with a 
fiendish grin, "Do you know I'm an  
Indian?" She replied, "Do you re- 
member my father, William Smith? He 
often whipped Indians bigger than 
you!" 

James soon went back to his tribes- 
men. He told Horry H. Wimpee while 
he was here tha t  Coosa meant "rip- 
pling water" or "where two waters 
meet," Oostanaula meant "mother of 
waters" or "clear water," and Etowah 
meant "muddy bottom." These mean- 
ings a re  doubtful. "Etowah" is said to 
mean "high banks." 

Will Mitchell tells of a spooky hunt 
for  buried treasure. Looking wistfully 
from a window of the North Rome 
Public Schools one day when he was 
a boy, wishing he could be out where 
the birds were singing so sweetly, he 
saw two men drive up to the front of 
the school lot and measure off a cer- 
tain distance from a tree, and then 
measure from another tree. Inquiry 
next morning of a negro family living 
near the school disclosed that  a t  mid. 
night two men had driven up in  a 
buggy and gone to digging by the light 
of a lantern, and sure enough-by 
looking down the hole Will could dis- 
cern plainly the print of a t in or steel 
box which had been removed. 

A Cherokee Indian, Holland, came 
to Rome between 1874 and 1880, prob- 
ably from Indian Territory, looking for 
minerals. He may have been the In- 
dian who went to the Sproull place 
on the Kingston road and told Capt. 
C. Wm. Sproull that  he had a chart 
which showed where buried treasure 
was located and would give him half 
if they found anything. The Indian 
stepped off distances from certain 
large trees, made cross marks on the 
ground and finally came to  the black- 
smith shop. His chart showed tha t  the 
treasure was supposed to have been 
hidden under the anvil. The anvil was 
moved and the Indian and a negro dug 
a deep hole, but without success. 

* * *  
CARLIER SPRINGS.-On the Chu- 

iio road, three miles east of Rome. 
Here in 1848 Gen. L. J. B. LeHardy, 
Camille LeHardy, Louis Henry Carlier 
and others started a Belgian colony, 

with the idea of housing other colon- 
ists from Belgium if the venture 
proved a success. The Belgians built 
a two-room log house and several out. 
buildings, and lived there perhaps 
seven years. Around the springs was 
a tract of 100 acres which extended t o  
the Etowah River. J. J. Cohen ac- 
quired i t  later, and sold to Geo. M. 
Battey, who about 1890 sold to his 
father, Dr. Robert Battey, who died 
there in 1895. S. It. Cockrill, a grad- 
uate of Cornell University, now con- 
ducting a truck farm on the Alabama 
road near the North Georgia Fa i r  
Grounds, bought the place from Mrs. 
Martha Battey, having lived in a cabin 
on a par t  of i t  for  some years pre- 
viously. The present owner is Mrs. 
Ella Tarvin. 

In a two-story frame house on this 
place Mrs. Battey established about 
1894 a small school for the neighbor- 
hood children, and maintained i t  a t  her 
own expense. Sunday School under 
Methodist auspices was held on Sun- 
days. The day school later was taken 
over by Floyd County and called the 
Battey Heights School, and in time 
was removed to another building in 
the neighborhood. 

There is a suggestion of the old 
world on this place for which the Bel- 
gians were not responsible. Many 
years ago Godfrey Barnsley, the Eng- 
lishman who developed Barnsley Gar- 
dens near Adairsville, brought from 
the grave of Napoleon on the Island 
of St. Helena a willow switch which 
he transplanted on his Bartow Coun- 
ty  estate. Some years later he pre- 
sented a n  off-shoot of this willow to 
Mrs. Battey and she planted i t  on or  
near a pond at Carlier Springs, and 
there i t  is today in the form of quite 
a willow tree. * * *  

CARNEGIE LIBRARY .-Erected 
in 1911 with funds donated by Andrew 
Carnegie, of Pittsburg, Pa.; 7,000 vol- 
umes; nearly 5,000 members; main 
story and basement devoted to meet- 
ings of the U. D. C., Floyd County 
Camp 368 of Confederate Veterans, the 
Junior Music Lovers' Club, Woman's 
Club, Girl Scouts and other organiza- 
tions and conventions. Librarian since 
establishment, Miss Helen Underwood 
Eastman; board of trustees, Judge 
Max Meyerhardt, p~esident;  Mrs. J. 
Lindsay Johnson, vice president; W. 
Sinclair Rowell, secretary; Mrs. Jno. 
C. Printup, Mrs. J. A. Rounsaville, 
Mrs. Perrin Bestor Brown and Prof. 
Byard F. Quigg. Located on city prop- 
erty on west side of Broad Street be- 



SCENU ON THE BERRY SCHOOL CAMPUS. 
At top, a dormitory built by the boys; in  oval, the log cabin on the  Thos. Berry place, 

where the idea of the institutio* originated in  small classes taught by Miss Martha Be-; 
the handsome chapel, inside which is a blank tablet to  be engraved a t  the anonymous donor's 
death; a t  bottom, the "shack" where Col. Roosevelt, Wm. C. McAdoo, Dr. Albert Shaw and 
a host of noted men and women have been entertained. 

tween Sixth and Seventh Avenues, 
next to and north of the City Audi- 
torium. * * *  

CAVES AROUND ROME.-The 
best known cave in Floyd County is 
a t  Cave Spring, sixteen miles south- 
west of Rome. From this flows a 
spring that  is a n  important part  of 
Little Cedar Creek, and from which 

the town is supplied with pure, spark- 
ling water through a ram, a t  practi- 
cally no cost. Entrance is effected in 
a steep, rocky bluff immediately above 
the point whence the water issues, and 
still higher is a second opening, lined 
with rusty brown boulders. It i s  pos- 
sible to go quite a distance down on a 
ladder. Water and beautiful stalac- 
tites and stalagmites a re  found; it is 



said there a re  small blind fish in the 
miniature lake of the interior. Thou- 
sands of people visit the cave yearly 
from all directions. 

On a ridge equidistant between the 
old Lytle Park in South Rome and De- 
Soto Park, back of the home of J. 
Nephew King and on his land, is what 
used to be known as  Jonas King's cave. 
This is easily entered and candles or 
lamps reveal a large, irregularly 
shaped compartment, a t  the bottom of 
which flows a small stream. There 
are several smaller compartments con- 
nected by tunnels which must be crawl- 
ed through on the stomach. At cer- 
tain intervals during the Civil War 
this cave was used a s  a "magazine" 
for the storage of gun powder made 
from the salt peter in  Bartow Coun- 
ty, and for  other war materials. 
At one time also the magazine had 
been located on Myrtle Hill cemetery 
near the section which now contains 
the mortal remains of 277 Confeder- 
ate soldiers. The entrance of this cave 
is in a small oak grove and is free 
from obstructions. 

Rome's so-called "salt peter cave" is 
about half a mile north of Reece's 
spring, in  North Rome. This is ob- 
scured by a heavy growth of under- 
brush in the center of a cultivated 
field. Small boys say the Oostanaula 
River, perhaps a mile and a half away, 
can be reached through the cave, but 
nobody has ever ventured to explore i t  
to that  extent. In  1854 i t  was called 
Nix's Cave by White's Historical Col- 
lections of Georgia. 

Mitchell's cave, named after Daniel 
R. Mitchell, is located in the face of 
Whitmore's Bluff, nine miles up the 
Oostanaula River. A cool stream of 
water flows out of i t  and treakles 
laughingly down the mountainside to 
the silvery Oostanaula. White's Col- 
lections called i t  Woodward Cave and 
stated i t  was once a noted cache for 
stolen goods. 

Another cave of some interest can 
be found on Black's Bluff, three miles 
down the Coosa River. It was ex- 
plored more than a year ago by a 
group of Boy Scouts. 

A large cave i s  located in Turkey 
Mountain, northeastern end of Texas 
Valley, and another of some size in 
Texas Valley is on the farm of the late 
J. J. Fisher. 

William Salmon's place, quarter of 
a mile south of Armuchee Creek, on 
the Summerville road, contains a cave. 

When Rome was first settled a cave 
was found in the northern part of Myr- 

tle Hill cemetery, and Indian relics 
and skeletons were discovered. 

On May 23, 1922, a cave was found 
on the Peek place 1,000 feet south of 
Bird Station, quarter of a mile from 
the Polk County line. It was explored 
by County Engineer Kieffer Lindsey 
and County Commissioner J. E. Camp, 
who found it to be 30 feet deep and 
20 feet wide at the bottom. The walls 
were smooth and composed of hard 
shale rock, and they tapered into a 
cone-shape toward the top. Mr. Lind- 
sey was the first man who had ever 
entered it, for the earth a t  the open- 
ing had just given away when he was 
called. He threw a lighted newspaper 
to the bottom, The paper exhausted the 
oxygen, so when he went down by rope 
his lantern was extinguished. His 
opinion was that  the place had been 
a lime-sink and the lime had worn 
away through erosion, leaving an  un- 
derground chamber a s  perfectly form- 
ed a s  the cupola of a knight's castle. 

* * *  
CAVE SPRING, MONTGOMERY 

M. FOLSOM ON.-"At last  we as- 
cended a rising ground, from which we 
could see the tapering spires and arch- 
ing roofs of the most beautiful town 
in Georgia. There sat  Cave Spring 
like a happy school girl, framed in a 
setting of green and gold, with the 
deep blue sky and the purple hills of 
the Coosa in the background; Little 
Cedar Creek bubbling melodiously a t  
her- feet; the vine-clad summits of the 
hills rising overhead; the streets wind- 
ing leisurely along through , verdant 
bowers, under spreading branches and 
over grassy levels; each happy home 
nestled cozily among the yards and 
gardens, orchards and vineyards. It 
was a scene once beheld never to be 
forgotten." * * :i: 

CAVE SPRING, HENRY W. GRA- 
DY ON.-Henry W. Grady, traveling 
with the Georgia Press Excursion be- 
tween Rome and Selma, Ala., wrote 
as follows for the Sept. 10, 1869, is- 
sue of the Rome Weekly Courier: "Our 
first stop was made a t  Cave Spring, 
and all hands made a flying visit t o  
the cave, and to many of the party 
it was quite a show. From the cave, 
many visited the Asylum for the Deaf 
and Dumb, and all united in pronounc- 
ing Cave Spring one of the most beau- 
tiful spots in all the land. but were a t  
a loss to understand why the railroad 
did not pass through the town. I will 
not repeat the sad story of old fogy- 
ism tha t  was related to us a s  a rea- 



son. Suffice to say, property sudden- 
ly became valuable, right-of-way a ter- 
rible obstacle, and the boss of the road 
simply made a little curve, and went 
around our forest village." 

* :I; * 
CAVE SPRING, COL. JNO. L. 

MARTIN ON.-Col. Jno. 1,. Martin 
wrote a s  follows of Cave Spring in 
the Anniston (Ala.) Hot Blast in 
1888 : 

"There i s  no more beautiful inter- 
vallation in all the Blue Ridge chain 
of mountains than Vann's Valley, and 
its most charming scenery is in and 
about Cave Spring. No one, unless 
he be a dullard, can look upon the out- 
stretching panorama of Vann's Valley 
without being lastingly impressed with 
its marvelous picture, in which there 
stand forth most striking beauties of 
wooded mountainside, groves of majes- 
tic trees, greensward on whose bosom 
rest in gentlest touch most ,inviting 
shades, and through which, like loved 
bands of silver, there merrily run bab- 
bling streams of pure water, fresh 
from the dark depths of the sternal 
hills. 

"Cave Spring and its surroundings 
is one of the most picturesque and 
pleasant spots in the world. It is a 
spot where nature has lavished her 
deftest charms with captivating wealth, 
and is, like Auburn of old, the fair- 
est village of all the plain. I ts  nat- 
ural attractiveness is almost peerless. 
Some day when the younger genera- 
tion takes charge, grand hotels, bath- 
ing houses, fountains and parks will 
draw to this spot each succeeding sum- 
mer thousands of guests, every one of 
whom will become a lover." (The col. 
one1 evidently meant "nature lover."- 
Author.) * * +  

CHEROKEE ARTILLERY *(LA- 
TER CORPUT'S BATTERY) .-The 
following were the original officers of 
this concern, organized early in 1861: 

Captain-M. A. Stovall. 
First Lieut.-J. G. Yeiser. 
Second Lieut.-J. H. Lawrence. 
Third Lieut.-Max V. D. Corput. 
Fourth Lieut.-C. 0. Stillwell. 
First Sergt.-T. D. Attaway. 
Second Sergt.-J. M. Bowen. 
Third Sergt.-G. N. Sandifer. 
Fourth Sergt.-A. S. Hamilton. 
Fifth Sergt.-Wm. Noble. 
Sixth Sergt.-J. B. Clark. 
First Corporal-T. F. Hooper. 
Second Corporal-D. G. Love. 
Third Corporal-Jno. S. Holland. 
Fourth Corporal-R. M. Farrar.  

Fifth Corporal-S. Magnus. 
Sixth Corporal-G. B. Butler. 
Surgeon-Dr. Robt. Battey. 

* * *  
CENTRAL GROVE DISTRICT, 

This par t  of Floyd County was settled 
in 1854, Jimmie Duke and his family 
being the first settlers. Mr. Duke 
bought 160 acres of land at the inter- 
section of the O'Brien and Central 
Grove roads for a gun valued a t  $25. 
Ris son, Lumpkin Duke, was a prom- 
inent man in the neighborhood and 
raised a large family, the boys of 
which engaged in the saw mill busi- 
ness. Two of his sons, Lumpkin and 
Tom Duke, a re  now living in Rome 
and a re  still engaged in the same kind 
of work. 

Jim Duke's brother, Green R. Duke, 
settled on what is known a s  the Green 
Duke place in 1860. His son, Martin 
M. Duke, who i s  now living in this 
neighborhood, is the oldest living de- 
scendant of the original settlers. Mar- 
t in M. Duke gave the land on which 
the Central Grove School was built in 
1900. The institution was known a s  
the Duke School House for  many years. 
Mrs. Henry 0. Littlejohn, one of his 
daughters, lives near the school. An. 
other early settler was Joel Stowe, who 
was a noted barbecuer. Assisted by 
William A. Littlejohn, he barbecued 
the meat for the joint encampment of 
the Confederate and Union veterans at 
Chickamauga 35 years ago. W. A. 
Littlejohn, his stepson, lives near Cen- 
tral Grove School. Jesse P. Ayers, 
who settled on what is known a s  ,the 
Math Beard place, was another one 
of the pioneers. He was the father 
of Mrs. Georgia Allen, Frank and Ab. 
Ayers, all still living in this commu- 
nity. Some of the present residents 
who are  doing work of interest to the 
public a re  R. L. Brown, who taught 
when the school was located where 
Mountain Springs church now stands 
and is now county surveyor; W. Ed. 
Beard, who has been bailiff for  a num- 
ber of years; W. P. Bradfield, who is 
one of the county commissioners and 
has been instrumental in  giving this 
part of the county its share of good 
roads; Willis Griffin, a strong advo- 
cate of Tom Watson, who was reared 
in this settlement; Henry 0. Littlejohn, 
who served the Berry School for  the 
longest continuous period of any of its 
employees, in charge of much of the 
carpentry work and the superintend- 
ent who built all of the log houses; 
C. Ira Butler, who is prominent in 
church and Sunday School work, and 
a song leader; and M. A. Hughes, who 



found on his farm the Indian relics 
displayed a t  the North Georgia Fair 
in October, 1921; 0. L. Titrud, who 
came from Minnesota in the fall of 
1907 to teach agriculture a t  the Berry 
Schools and held that position for eight 
years, helping to lay the foundation for 
the agricultural work of the school. He 
was the f i rs t  president of the Floyd 
County Farm Bureau and is now a 
member of the Advisory Board for 
Glenwood District. He has developed 
a laying strain of Barred Rock chick- 
ens; is a breeder of Holstein cattle, 
and has developed a variety of white 
cob yellow dent corn. Mr. Titrud was 
one of the division presidents of the 
Georgia Sunday School Association for 
a number of years and was succeeded 
by Fair  C. Mcon. He i s  now secre- 
t a ry  of the County Sunday School As. 
sociation, and has been superintendent 
of the Central Grove Sunday School 
ever since the church was organized. 
He is also lay leader of the Rome cir- 
cuit of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Central Grove School District has been 
prominent in the work fostered by the 
county agricultural and home demon- 
stration agents. The following people 
have been especially interested and 
helpful in  the home demonstration 
work: Mrs. W. A. Littlejohn, Mrs. 
C. I. Butler, Mrs. H. 0. Littlejohn and 
Mr. and Mrs. 0. L. Titrud. Lillie Bell 
Butler received the f i rs t  scholarship 
here to the Athens short course in can- 
ning work. Beulah Buchanan Titrud 
won a scholarship for poultry work. 
Lois Littlejohn won two scholarships 
for  home demonstration work. Among 
the boys who received prizes were Al- 
bert Littlejohn, for Pig Club work; 
Jack Beard and Benson Butler, for 
Corn Club work, and Clyde Titrud for 
Calf Club work. Central Grove won 
second prize for community exhibits a t  
the  North Georgia Fair of 1921. There 
a re  two Methodist churches in this lo- 
cality, Mountain Springs church, which 
was moved from the Summerville road 
about 1900, and Central Grove, organ- 
ized June 28, 1914. 

* * *  
CHILDREN'S FREE CLINIC.- 

Since Floyd County was the leader 
among Georgia provinces to adopt the 
Ellis Public Health law, unusual in- 
terest attaches to the early results. 
The law was adopted in 1915 on the 
approval of two successive grand 
juries, and the County Board of Health 
was then organized and Dr. M. M. 
McCord chosen county commissioner 
of health from a field of twelve appli. 
cants from over the state. The bozrd 

was composed of Jno. C. King, chair- 
man, a s  county superintendent of 
schools; J. G. Pollock, by virtue of his 
office a s  chairman of the County 
Board of Roads and Revenues; and 
Dr. Wm. P. Harbin, elected by the 
grand jury. Active work of the health 
office began Jan. 1, 1916. Appreciat- 
ing the need of a thorough canvass of 
the county, Dr. McCord applied to the 
Treasury Department a t  Washington, 
D. C., for a corps of public health med- 
ical experts to prepare a survey. Op. 
position was met a t  first, but i t  was 
overcome, and from March to  Novem- 
ber a staff working. under the direc- 
tion of Maj. L. L. Lumsden, U. S. A., 
gathered data for  a survey. 

Every home, school, church, factory, 
dairy, cafe, drug store, hotel, grocery 
store, meat market and slaughter pen 
was visited and a n  examination made 
looking to the prevention of commu- 
nicable disease. 

Dr. McCord was ex-officio medical 
inspector of the public schools, and he 
made frequent visits and delivered a 
series of lectures on sanitation and 
personal hygiene. Of 6,000 children 
examined, i t  was found that  40 per 
cent of them had serious physical de- 
fects, either curable or correctible 
through medical or surgical skill or 
dental attention. Card index records 
were kept and reports made to parents. 
Every effort was made to the end that  
each defective child should report to 
dentist or  physician. On checking the 
cards the second year, Dr. McCord 
found that  while several hundred chil- 
dren had received attention, one-third 
of the defectives were unable to pay 
for professional services and had had 
nothing done. He therefore associat- 
ed with him one of the teachers in the 
public schools in a plan for a free 
clinic. Civic organizations and citi- 
zens contributed the necessary money 
and a competent nurse was put in 
charge of the Children's Free Clinic in 
Municipal Building quarters. The ex. 
periment in Floyd County proved a 
fine investment and received warm ap- 
proval all over the state. Dr. Mc- 
Cord resigned in  1919 and he .was suc- 
ceeded by Dr. Eugene 0. Chimene, who 
resigned in 1921 to go to Greenville, 
S. C. Dr. B. V. Elmore, an  experienced 
health offidal of Blountstown, Fla., 
was elected to the vacancy, and still 
fills it. Dr. Elmore has been relent- 
less in his war on germs, mosquitoes, 
flies and their ilk, and is doing his 
part to maintain the reputation of 
Rome and Floyd a s  the healthiest parts 
of a n  unusually healthy section. 



WHERE EVERY BOY LEARNS A TRADE. 
At top, the blacksmith shop of the Berry Schools, and a group of earnest workers. 

All metal part repairs for the farm are made here. At *he bottom is the wood shop, over' 
the other. This is in charge of Mr. Nesbit, an experienced carpenter and wood worker, who 
teaches his boys to  make hall trees, lamp stands, book cases, cabinets, and furniture of aln 
kinds. This place is a stranger to  loafers and shams. 

CITY CLERKS.-The first mention 
of City Clerks comes in a Rome Week- 
ly Courier of 1852. As deputy clerk 
Chas. H. Smith issued an  official notice 
under date of July 15. It is safe to 
assume that  Mr. Smith soon thereafter 
wrote and talked himself into a clerk- 
ship. D. Clinton Hargrove was clerk 
in 1860, Reuben S. Norton in 1865, and 
Henry A. Smith (mayor in 1870-1) 
just af ter  him. The others, according 

to the best recollections and records 
available, were Ed. F. Shropshire, 
1870-1; Henry C. Norton, 1873-83; 
Wm. Seay, 1883-7; Mitchell A. Nevin, 
1887-April, 1894; Halstead Smith, 
April, 1894-1906; J. R. Cantrell, 1906- 
12; Hugh McCrary, 1912-17; J. M. 
Cooley, April 1 to Nov. 1; Sim F. Ma- 
gruder, Nov. 1, 1919 (incumbent). 

J. H. McClung was City Treasurer 
in 1860 and his annual salary was $25. 



The City Clerk (Mr. Hargrove), drew 
$100, and the marshal, Samuel Stew- 
art,  $650 for  all his time. * * * 

COOSA. - A village on the right 
bank of the Coosa River, eleven miles 
west of Rome, a t  the southern foot of 
Turnip Mountain and one mile south- 
west of Judy Mountain; center of the 
North Carolina District, which, with 
the exception of Rome and Cave 
Spring, pays more t ax  than any other 
district in the county. Nearby are the 
farms once or now owned by the 
Camps, Montgomerys, Quins, Turners, 
Deans, Sheltons, Catheys and McAr. 
vers, on which is raised some of the 
finest cotton in the South, and where 
great quantities of wheat were pro- 
duced in the old steamboat days. Some 
people erroneously call the place Coo- 
saville. 

It was via Veal's Fer ry  at Coosa 
that  the Confederate Army of Gen. 
Jno. B. Hood crossed the Coosa River 
after the fall of Atlanta in 1864, lead- 
ing Sherman's Army in a hot pursuit 
through Texas Valley and i n  the di- 
rection of Resaca and Dalton. 

Coosa was first known a s  Missionary 
Station. In  January, 1821, Rev. and 
Mrs. Elijah Butler were sent to this 
spot by the American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Society of South Canaan, 
Conn., and they set up a mission house 
for the religious and educational in- 
struction of the Indians. After eight 
years of arduous toil Mrs. Butler died 
there a t  31 years of age, and was 
buried in front of the present home of 
Cicero Evans. A large wild cherry 
tree has grown up directly over her 
grave. Dr. Butler's activities among 
the Indians led to a charge by the 
Georgia authorities that  he was in- 
citing them to revolt, and he and Rev. 
Samuel A. Worcester, of Vermont, 
who was stationed a t  the mission at 
New Echota, Gordon County, were 
sentenced to serve four years in the 
Georgia penitentiary, and served a 
year and four months. The United 
States Supreme Court had reversed 
the lower court, but Georgia disregard. 
ed the decision. The missionaries were 
released on their promise to leave the 
state. 

An old description of Coosa by an 
appreciative visitor of 1888 reads : 
"Coosa does not boast any brownstone 
fronts towering spires, but when i t  
ccmes to rolling up a tremendous Dem- 
ocratic majority, good living, solid 
comfort, or  getting up a free show, or 
anything from a North Georgia fair 
to  a n  old-time barbecue, you can set 

her down a s  a file leader a t  the  head 
of the column." * * *  

COURTS-The Inferior courts of 
before the Civil War gave way to the 
Superior and County (now City) 
courts. The first County Court of 
Floyd was organized in conformity 
with a general law passed Mar. 17, 
1866, by the Georgia Legislature.* 
Rome was in the Tallapoosa Circuit 
of the Superior Court from 1864 until 
1869, when the Rome Circuit, still ex- 
istent now, came into being.** Dennis 
Hills was the first clerk. 

From Judge Joel Branham's book- 
let, "The Old Court House in Rome," 
(ps. 6 and 7) the following material 
is taken: 

The Superior Court judges for  the 
Tallapoosa Circuit were L. H. Feath- 
erston, 1868-7; Jno. W. IF. Under- 
wood, 1867.9; Jno. S. Bigby, 1869. 

The judges of  the Rome Circuit 
were Francis A. Kirby, 1869-70; Robt. 
D. Harvey, 1870-73; Jno. W. H. Un- 
derwood, 1873-82 ; Jwl Branham, 
1882-8; Jno. W. Maddox, 1886-92; 
Wm. M. Henry, 1892-94; Waller T. 
Turnbull, 1894-96.*** 

The County Court judges were D. 
Mbck Hood, 1866-70; Wm. Barclay 
Terhune, Mar. 24, 1873-1874; Richard 
R. Harris, &July, 18741879; Junius 
F. Hillyer, May 30,1883-Sept. 27, 1883. 

I n  1883 the County Court became 
the City Court by an  act passed Sept. 
25 and 27,**** and the judges who 
served were Richard R. Harris, 1894- 
98; Jno. H. Reece, 1898-1903; Harper 
Hamilton, 1903-10; W. J. Nunnally, 
May to  October, 1910; Jno. H. Reece, 
1910-Is.***"" 

Jesse Lamberth served a s  Ordinary 
of Floyd County from 1861 to  1868, 
when he was succeeded by Henry J. 
Johnson, who served 25 years, until 1893.:k:fi*:k*:k 

The Solicitor General of the Supe- 
rior Court from 1882-6 was J. I. 
Wright, and of the County Court from 
1866-70 Jas. P. Perkins; from 1873 
until Octber, 1874, Dunlap Scott, and 
from December, 1874, until 1879, Col. 
Hamilton Yancey. - 

*Acts, 1865-6, p. 64. 
**Acts, 1869, p. 20. 
***Since 1896 and to the present time the 

judges have been Moses R. Wright (incum- 
bent) and Jno. W. Maddox. 

****Acts. 1882-3, pa. 534-5. 
*****W. J. Nunnalb again became judge in 

1915 and held the office until Sept. 13, 1922, 
when he was succeeded by Jno. W. Bale. 

******Henry J. Johnson was the father of 
the present ordinary, Harry Johnson, who suc- 
ceeded Jno. P. Davis. Judge Davis havlng suc- 
ceeded the elder Johnson. 



The clerk of the Superior Court from 
1867-70 was Adolphus E. Ross.* 

Nathan Yarbrough was Sheriff in 
1866-7, and he was followed by Col. 
Jno. R. Towers. The justices of the 
peace in 1867 were Thos. J. Perry and 
Samuel Johnson. 

A list of the lawyers of the period 
covered by Judge Branham's account 
will be found elsewhere herein. 

Judge Jno. W. Maddox, former Su- 
perior Court justice, died a t  Rome 
Thursday, Sept. 28, 1922, aged 74, and 
was buried Friday in Myrtle Hill cem- 
etery, Rome. * * *  

CREEKS OF FLOYD COUNTY.- 
The principal creeks of Floyd County: 

Armuchee, probably the largest;** 
made up of East Armuchee and West 
Arrnuchek both rising in Chttooga 
County; flows southeasterly and emp- 
ties into Oostanaula River a t  Pope's 
Ferry and the farm of Mrs. Bessie 
Battey Troutman. 

Big Cedar, the second largest; head. 
waters in Polk County; flows north- 
westerly and empties into Coosa River 
one mile east of the Alabama line. 

Big Dry; rises on the southern side 
of Lavender Mountain, flows south- 
easterly through the Berry School 
property and empties into the Oosta- 
naula about three miles north of Rome. 

Little Dry; rises in West Rome, 
flows easterly through the Flat Woods 
and empties into the Oostanaula a t  the 
Linton A. Dean place, near the Sum- 
merville road, one mile north of Rome. 

Lavender; rises south of Rock 
Mountain, in Little Texas Valley, flows 
northeasterly through the valley and 
empties into Armuchee Creek a mile 
above Armuchee. 

Heath; rises southeast of Simms' 
Mountain, flows northeasterly through 
Big Texas Valley and empties into Ar- 
muchee creek 2 miles above Armuchee. 

Woodward; rises in Gordon and Bar- 
tow Counties, flows southwesterly and 
empties into the Oostanaula half a 
mile (by land) south of Pope's Ferry. 

Jimmy Long; rises near Hermitage, 
Ridge Valley, flows westerly and 
empties into the Oostanaula a mile 
north of Harper Station. 

Dykes'; named after Dr. G. J. Dykes, 
who came to Rome in 1836; rises on 
the southern side of Armstrong Moun- 
tain, flows south and empties into the 
Etowah River about a mile above 
Freeman's Ferry. It i s  fed by the 
large spring a t  Morrison's Camp 
Ground and other springs. 

Barnsley ; rises south of Armstrong 
Mountain, flows south through the 
western edge of Bartow County and 
empties into the Etowah in Bartow, 
three miles east of Bass' Ferry. 

Spring; rises in Chulio district, runs 
northward to the Etowah between 
Freeman's and Bass' Ferry. 

Spring; rises in Chulio district, runs 
northward to the Etowah between 
Freeman's and Bass' Ferries. 

Silver; rises in Pollq' Cohnty six 
dies northeast of Cedartown, flows 
northward into the Etowah River mid- 
way between the East Rome and Broad 
Street bridges, at Rome. 

Lake; rises four miles east of Ce- 
dartown in Polk County, flows gen- 
erally northwestward and empties into 
Big Cedar Creek near Chubbtown. 

Little Cedar; rises near Etnai in 
Polk County, flows northeastward and 
empties into Big Cedar Creek near 
Vann's Valley Station. 

Spring; rises in Indian Moun- 
tain, Polk County, practically on the 
Alabama line, flows northward into 
Floyd, then westward into Alabama 
and empties into the Coosa River near 
Yancey's Bend. 

Mud; rises four miles west of Cave 
Spring, flows northwestward into Ala- 
bama and empties into the Coosa near 
Kirk's Grove, Ala. 

Webb; rises near Landers and the 
Southern railroad, Vann's Valley, flows 
northwardly through the valley and 
empties into the Coosa a t  the W. Green 
Foster-Van Dyke farm, four miles 
northeast of Livingston. One of the 
headwaters of Webb Creek is the Cress 
Spring on the farm of Wm. S. Gib- 
bons, Cave Spring road. 

Cabin; rises south of Simms' Moun- 
tain, western end of Lavender Moun- 
tain, flows southwardly and empties 
into the Coosa about a mile east of 
Coosa and Veal's Ferry. 

Beach; rises a mile northeast of 
Judy Mountain, flows south, then west, 
and empties into the Coosa a t  Turner's 
Bend. 

Burwell; rises on the old home place 
of Capt. Wm. Moore near the North 
Rome depot, Southern railway, flows 
west and empties into the Oostanaula 
quarter of a mile north of Rome. 

Horseleg; rises three miles north of 
EIorseleg Mountain (Mt. Alto), flows - 

*See Memorial of Feb. 2. 1891, in Minutes 
No. 25, p. 1. 

**Authority : County Engineer Kieffer Lind- 
sey. 



eastward through Shorter College prop- 
erty and empties into the Coosa one 
mile west of Rome. 

Note: Exact accuracy is not claimed 
for the above descriptions. The map 
principally consulted was the "Rome 
Quadrangle" of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, which is very helpful. A more 
elaborate map, but of a different char- 
acter, is the soil map published by 
the Federal Department of Agricul- 
ture, Washington, many copies of 
which have been sent out by Congress- 
man Gordon Lee. 

* * *  
DARKEYS O F  ROME, OLD-TIME. 

-Among the "segashuating corporosi- 
ties" of the older colored folk of Rome 
may be mentioned the following, as 
mostly supplied by Richard Venable 
Mitchell : 

Lewis Barrett : "Veteran barber, 
while an old timer, he says he is never 
too tired to entertain his friends." 

Jack Battey : "The body-guard of 
Dr. Robt. Battey in the Civil War. 
Jack had charge of 'Fleeter,' Dr. Bat- 
tey's faithful mare, which safely swam 
with her master across the Potomac 
River a t  night in 1863 in the Gettys- 
burg campaign. 'Fleeter' was given 
shortly afterward by Dr. Battey to the 
Sproull boys on the Kingston road, and 
was put to plowing, which she had 
never done before. She was a small 
gray mare, almost white, and a fine 
pacer; she went though the Battles 
of First Manassas, the Wilderness, 
Gettysburg, Richmond and others, 
without a scratch, although a cannon 
ball once knocked dirt upon her and 
Jack and an iron gray pack horse 
which Jack rode. Jack died in 1912 
a t  Chattanooga. He had been employ- 
ed in a hotel restaurant by Sam P. 
Light. On one occasion he had a ter- 
rible fight with another cook over .the 
question of who could make the best 
chicken chop suey. He was a con- 
temporary of two other servants of 
Dr. Battey: Jim Hagan, who drove 
the one-horse wagon, and 'Aunt Che. 
ney,' an old slave. 'Aunt Cheney's' 
only picture was taken by W. Kennedy 
Laurie Dickson, assistant to Thos. A. 
Edison, while he was sojourning in 
Rome in 1890 after a siege of work 
on the motion picture invention." 
Gus Carlton: "Retired blacksmith, 

with age about 95, and slightly bowed 
from bending over the hind hoof of 
many a 'jarhead.' Resides on Tower 
Hill and is now blind." 

Chubb Familg: "These darkeys were 
farmers around Chubbtown, near Cave 

Spring and the Polk County line, whose 
industry and thrift enabled them to ac- 
cumulate considerable oroperty, gins, 
mills, houses, etc. They are law-abid- 
ing, respected by the whites and gen- 
erally good citizens. Their master set 
them free before the Civil War." 

Allen Collier: "His occupation is 
that of a cook. He knows how to pre- 
pare something that will satisfy one's 
bread basket. His wife, Alice Collier, 
washed many a garment in her younger 
days, but a s  she was suffering from 
the white swelling, she retired about 
15 years ago and has always lived with 
her old man. She never knew she was 
an  offspring of one of Col. Alfred 
Shorter's slaves. Allen does not belong 
to the aristocratic Shorter crowd, how- 
ever." 

Charlie Coppee : "Retired drayman. 
Some eight years ago Charlie quit and 
has since been doing pretty much as 
he pleases as a butler in a good family 
on West Eleventh Street, Fourth Ward. 
He is 80 years old. His team con- 
sisted of a small flat-top wagon drawn 
by a slow-moving 'hard-tail.' He leaped 
to this city in 1885 from Athens. When 
he talks to  you he squinches out of one 
eye and smiles out of one side of his 
mouth. He can still do a plantation 
breakdown if you give him a young 
enough partner and a shot of mean 
licker. In  size he is very low and 
stumpy, but can cover ground. His 
home is in the rear of the place where 
he works." 

Lou Cothraa: "For 25 years cook 
and nurse for the Moultrie famlly and 
now nurse of the Ernest E. Lindsey 
children." 

Ellen Pentecost Daniel: "A slave of 
Col. Alfred Shorter. She died in Octo- 
ber, 1914, a t  the ripe old age of 73. 
One of the most appetizing cooks in 
her day. She was my nurse and I 
understand held the bottle for quite 
a number of Romans, all of whom re- 
member her affectionately. Poor old 
soul; she never rusted, but wore her- 
self out." 

Steve Eberhart (or Perry) : "Pro- 
fession, whitewasher. Steve came to 
Rome about 20 years ago from Athens, 
where he was the slave in the war 
of Col. Abraham Eberhart. He is the 
mascot of the Confederate Veterans of 
Rome, and. in his attempts to attend 
every reunion of the Boys in Gray 
collects a lot of money under variops 
false pretenses, and gets away with lt. 
Some of his whitewash might well be 
used on himself, for he is a s  black 
as African midnight and nearly as 



OLD-TIME DARKIES WITH THEIR ''HABITS ON." 
The South owes much to i ts  ante-bellum population, and will always remember them with 

deep affection. In this group we get a glimpse of a number of well-known characters caught 
here and there. Included are  the old sprinkler sprucing up the yard of the First Presbyterian 
church; Steve Eberhart in a "fowl escapade," "Aunt Martha" Stevenson, "Aunt Cheney," 
Augustus Sams, Bob Lake and others. 



small as a chinquepin, but he carries 
himself with an erectile strut that  im- 
mediately becomes a dissembling sham- 
ble when he wants to pass around the 
hat. At reunion time he puts on his 
artillery uniform of red and gray, and 
lays a barrage of profanity that  with- 
ers every new-fangled darkey that 
crosses his path. Under his arm is  his 
pet rooster, borrowed from a conven- 
ient hen-house, and such feathers as 
are missing from the fowl's tail can 
be found in Steve's beaver hat. Steve 
is on the shady side of 80. His side- 
line is collecting clothes from the white 
folks so the women can wash 'em, and 
on his shiny dome he can balance a 
bag of clothes nearly as well as a wa- 
termelon. He is of the aristocracy, 
having been just after the war valet 
a t  Athens to Henry W. Grady and Ben 
Hill. He is a powerful orator, with 
'Fiddling Bob' Taylor's ability to cry 
on occasion, and if his education had 
not been cut short by Mr. Grady's 
graduation from the University, he 
might have been the Daniel Webster 
of his race. While he has never been 
ordained as  a minister, he can preach 
with the best of them. He served with 
his 'marster' in the war on the west 
Coast of Florida, and there learned 
how to fish." 

Lena Hudson: "Age about 70;  oc- 
cupation, sick nurse." 

Ned Huggins: "Retired Arm- 
strong Hotel barber and retired sex- 
ton of the First Presbyterian church. 
His good word was always 'Call 
again.' " 

Bob Lake: "Bob is only middle-aged 
but has old-fashioned ways. He still 
works when there is a chance to make 
an honest living. At  Christmas time 
he helps the Rotary Club distribute 
baskets to the poor, and totes home a 
well-filled basket for himself. H e  is 
the handy man a t  Judge Harper Ham- 
ilton's on East Fourth Street, but for 
30 years has 'drayed' for the Simpson 
Grocery Company and is an expert at 
handling salt meat with a cotton hook." 

Henw Little : "Farmer ; bachelor; 
his home is one quarter of a mile north 
of the city limits, near the old Ridge 
place, on the Oostanaula River road. 
His complexion is slate color and hair 
and mustache a dark gray; he is tall, 
comports himself like a soldier and 
has a pleasing address. Henry still 
wears his clod-hoppers a t  73, and says 
he can see a boll weevil as f a r  as any 
man, but is wise enough to try corn 
and wheat." 

Pomp Love joy : "Faithful standby 

janitor of the N., C. & St. L. passen- 
ger depot for 37 years. He swears he 
never used an  oath or an alcoholic bev- 
erage. Is a native of Floyd Springs 
and resides in 'Tim-buck-too,' where 
he has a fine home." 

Mack iMadison: "An old-time farm- 
er who can always get together a 
mess of vittles like ham, cr"acklinY 
bread, pot licker and turnip greens, 
in spite of the boll weevil and potato 
bugs. He is a shy old rascal, and when 
he comes to town, which is not often, 
he keeps out of the way of the police. 
If you eye him too closely or t r y  to 
question him, he gets off like a rabbit 
through a brier patch. He has a sweet 
tooth, so keeps a bee gum, and is as 
industrious as anybody in the hive. 
Once he ignored a summons to court, 
and two officers brought him in. Asked 
by a friend why he finally went, he said 
his legs got in motion and his body 
had to go too." 

Wpst McCoy : "Retired plasterer ; 
uncertain age. He winks out of one 
eye because he has lost the other. He 
sits around on garbage boxes and holds 
out his hand for a penny, saying, 'It 
takes only 100 to make, a dollar.' " 

Pomp Moseley : "Lives with his wife, 
Lucy, 72, in South Rome. Always con- 
nected with the furniture business, and 
he hung many a shade and stretched 
many a carpet before the days of rugs 
and waxed floors. He carries his age 
of 76 as lightly as a man of 40, and 
withal is a s  quiet and polite as a 
basket of chips, being one of the Shor- 
ter slaves. He carries a yard stick 
for a cane, to advertise his business." 

Carrie Mullen : "Lives on Gibson 
Street and is 80 and highly respected." 

Flora Payne: "Cook for the Wade 
S. Cothran family. Long since gone 
to her reward." 

Harrison Payne: "Retired teamster ; 
occasionally is seen a t  the curb mar- 
ket with his spring wagon full of veg- 
etables a t  reasonable prices. His nag 
is an old-fashioned high s te~per ,  but 
now somewhat broken down." 

Hamp Pentecost: "The bodyguard 
of Col. Chas. M. Harper during the 
Civil War. He was one of the blue- 
blooded darkeys of Rome, having be- 
longed to Col. Shorter, and was faith- 
ful to the last. For a long time he 
was assistant boss df Ed. L. Bos- 
worth's dray line, and could always 
be depended upon." 

Taylor E. R. Persons: "Died a t  the 
age of 72. He was discoverer! in 1882 
by City Clerk M. A. Nevin, who re- 



quisitioned his services to fight cob- 
webs and dust a t  the old City Hall, 
and to plaster up rat  holes. He was a 
stout darkey and was often called upon 
by the police to help put an  unruly 
character into the 'jug.' He made such 
a favorable impression upon Rev. Jas. 
W. Lee that when Dr. Lee was trans- 
ferred in 1885 to the pastorate of the 
Trinity Methodist church in Atlanta 
he made a special trip to Rome and 
borrowed Taylor to  fill a sexton's place. 
Taylor did not come back to Rome until 
Dr. Lee tried to take him to Missouri. 
On returning, he assumed his old posi- 
ion, and when the City Hall was moved 
to its present location, he went along, 
and served there until age caused him 
to be 'let out.' He took a vacation 
once in 1898, and remained away until 
after the Spanish-American War, 
where he acqwired quite a military 
presence. It gave him great pleasure 
to crack his heels together and salute 
any of the white folks who asked him 
a favor; and he was well cared for in 
his old age. He was a pillar in the 
Upper Broad Street Colored Methodist 
Episcopal church." 
Jim Ponder: "Has been dead about 

20 years. Used to haul slops from the 
Battey Infirmary. He was a sort of 
doctor among his people; buried buz- 
zards in large frying pans, and when 
the grease ran out used i t  to cure 
rheumatism." 

Tot Reed: "Had a white beard and 
could cover lots of ground. His neph- 
ew was hanged near the old Rome rail- 
road above the Southern crossing about 
1900, and he was run out of Rome and 
is supposed to have died in Atlanta. 
He sometimes went by the name of 
Dr. Potter. He was a mortar mixer 
and boasted loudly that he helped build 
the Armstrong Hotel. His hobby was 
fine horseflesh, on which he was an au- 
thority." 

Alice Richardson: "Resident of Pen- 
nington Avenue." 

Anna Richardson: "Once residing 
in West Rome, but moved away to 
a better opportunity in Atlanta." 

Palmer Rix: "Retired from farming 
to gardening; aged 76, and still active 
on his trade. He resides near the 
Oostanaula on West Second Street, to 
the height of where the stream when 
it is too full does not quite reach and 
disturb his comforts." 

Andy Robinson: "Aged 90 and re- 
sides a t  605 W. Second Street. He re- 
members the founders of Rome and 
the Indian chiefs; says Col. Chas. H. 
Nelson gave passes to Ross and Ridge 

and moved 500 Indians from Cave 
Spring to Red River, Ark., in wagons." 

Augustus S a m :  "Business is wood- 
chopper and age about 80. He chops 
wood all around the country, and for 
the want of a conveyance sometimes 
walks to Cedartown for a job, and then 
walks back. He will not quit chop- 
ping wood except to go 'possum hunt- 
ing or to eat a watermelon. He wears 
a black felt hat with a curve in it, 
only needs a turkey feather to make 
him look like a Dutch admiral; and 
he carries his lunch in a crocus sack. 
He has a keen sense of humor, but oc- 
casionally when outraged rears back 
on his dignity like an angry porcu- 
pine." 

Mary Sheppard: "Aged 80; resides 
on Blossom Hill." 

 ink'; Sims: "A darkey of 25 
years ago who hunted and fished a 
great deal, but was never known to 
hit a lick of work. He used to sing 
a song that  started 'Rabbit and the 
Hash,' and which bought  in the pole- 
cat, the jaybird and the other birds 
and animals of the menagerie!' 

"Tip" Smith: "Passed to the other 
world Jan. 25, 1911, a t  the age of 77. 
He was a n  old slave who had belonged 
to Maj. Chas. H. Smith ('Bill Arp'). 
After he got his freedom, he took up 
the trade of carpet and mattress 
stretcher and house cleaner, and made 
a very useful citizen. He hung shades, 
did wall-papering and generally helped 
many a housewife of Rome. At  enter- 
tainments he was indispensable, wheth- 
er i t  was freezing the pineapple sher- 
bet or handing the guests their hats 
and coats; and many a grateful Roman 
said if he could have 'Tip' around a t  
the final trumpet call, he would not 
bother to summon an  undertaker. 'Tip' 
lived in peace and African plenitude 
on the gentle slopes of Blossom Hill.'' 

Martha Stevenson: "She is  short 
and dark and wears a turban, For a 
long time she cooked for Mrs. Seabosn 
Wright, then served Mrs. Bessie B. 
Troutman a t  Pope's Ferry, then was 
cooking for Mrs. Robt. Battey when 
Mrs. Battey died and now is indispen- 
sable a t  Mrs. Evan P. Harvey's. She 
is nigh onto 75 and spry as a cricket, 
but occasionally complains of the 
misery in her side." 

Mark Taylor : "Veteran barber, 
long since dead. Ned Huggins start- 
ed with him as a bootblack, and he 
trained many others in the tonsorial 
art. Mark never used vulgarity or 
profanity, nor would he allow any 
roughhouse in his shop.'' 



"Shem" Thomas: "Not particular. 
ly old, but exceedingly old-fashioned. 
Janitor a t  Darlington School. Though 
not a millionaire, he gave $25 to the 
Greater Darlington Endowment Fund 
in 1922. He is sure to pass through 
the pearly gates.'' 

"Uncle Towns :" Never seemed to 
have any other name, but worked many 
years around yard and flower garden 
of the I. D. Fords on Second Avenue. 
He wore a heavy gray beard, and his 
old back was bent from much cutting 
of grass and pruning of shrubs. He 
bore a closer resemblance to a certain 
large creature of the jungle than any- 
body in Rome. His fondness for lit- 
tle children was well known, but such 
as he didn't like he would scarce with 
a fiendish grin." 
Lewis Vemble: ;'The male cook of 

Dr. and Mrs. Robt. Battey on First 
Avenue. Every' time the Rome rail- 
road trains would pass, Lewis would 
climb to the barn roof, dressed in a 
Japanese gown, with a crimson sash 
around his waist .and a feather-dec- 
orated silk hat on his head. Thus ar-  
rayed, he would dance to the delight 
of train crew and passengers. He has 
long ago gone to his Heavenly Master. 
He was hired by the Venable family 
of Atlanta before coming to Rome.'' 

Annie WaUcer: "About 80; lives on 
Reservoir Street." 

Caleb Walker: "Perhaps the oldest 
person in Rome; born in 1824, as well 
a s  he remembers, and is consequently 
98. He began to feel a bit old last 
year, and cut him a hickory stick in 
the neighborhood of his home a t  114 
Chambers Street, Sixth Ward; but he 
can get about like a cricket when he 
sees greenback or coin for light car- 
pentry work. He has always been fair  
and  square, and is thoroughly con- 
firmed in his ways of thrift and hon- 
esty. He claims to have been a soldier 
in 1864 and 1865, though in just what 
capacity he does not make clear." 

William Wallcer: "Not less than 
80, but gets about like a man of 45. 
He is a retired plasterer and his earth- 
ly home is in Hell's Hollow. He says 
he has mixed lots of Etowah River 
sand and slack lime for buildings in 
Rome, has always served the Lord and 
expects to make the acquaintance of 
St. Peter instead of the devil." 

* * *  
DEBTS O F  LONG AGO.-Members 

of the City Commission and others 
who speak in whispers of Rome's aw- 
ful $40,000 overdraft might do well 
to peek into the records for the year 

1875, when $450,000 hung above the 
heads of the city fathers like the quiv- 
ering Sword of Damocles. Included in 
this was $100,000 in Memphis Branch 
Railroad bonds; $100,000 in North and 
South Railroad bonds; $107,500 in wa- 
ter works bonds; $65,000 in currency 
bonds; $32,000 in floating debt bonds; 
and accrued interest making up the 
balance. In 1877 and 1878 this debt 
had been reduced to $337,100, and in 
1884 i t  stood a t  $312,000. The an- 
nual income from all sources in 1888 
was about $60,000 and expenses un- 
der prudent management about the 
same. 

Says an old clipping of 1888: "Since 
the new bonds were issued in 1877, 
never has the city been an hour in 
default in meeting her interest. Every 
obligation to creditors has been prompt- 
ly met, and so firm is the standing 
of the city in the financial world that 
not even her 5 per cent bonds can be 
purchased a t  less than par, and her 
other bonds command from 1.06 to 1.16. 

"A large part of our city debt arises 
from investments in railroads that 
were never built. The hearts of Rome's 
people always went out to those who 
proposed to develop her resources and 
asked her aid. To say that  she was 
imposed upon is putting i t  lightly. But 
she has never faltered; she has cheer- 
fully undertaken to pay this $200,000 
for  which she has never received one 
dollar's benefit, and now goes on to 
fight greater battles. Victory has 
crowned her on every field, and still 
beckons her on." 

* * *  
DESOTO, SUBURB OF.-Named 

after Ferdinand DeSoto, Spanish cav- 
alier, who is supposed to have pitched 
camp on the spot in June, 1540, for 
about 30 days. Located west of Rome 
proper and across the ,Oostanaula 
River. The heart of it i s  known as 
the Fourth Ward, containing about 160 
acres of land, most or all of which 
was owned up to 1835 by John Ross, 
the Indian chief, then became the prop- 
erty of Jno. B. WEnfrey. Mr. Win. 
frey sold 60 of the 160 acres to Dan'l. 
R. Mitchell and 60 to Col. Alfred 
Shorter. The part bought by Col. 
Shorter contained the John Ross home, 
which stood in the rear of the site of 
the J. M. Bradshaw home a t  505 Fifth 
Avenue. To the Ross house in 1845 
Col. Shorter brought the J. M. M. Cald- 
wells, and they taught school there for 
some time prior to establishment of 
the Rome Female College on Eighth 
Avenue. 



PRACTICAL LESSONS IN DEMOCRACY. 
Here are  views which will demonstrate that Berry School boys work hard and fruitfully. 

Miss Martha says the sons of the rich must eventually profit by the wholesomeness of some 
form of manual labor. At the top is the Mountain Farm school for small boys, who a r e  
seen in the oval; the lake, the cow barn, the well-drilled milkers and a Ford tractor in a 
furrowed field are also presented. 



DeSoto was once a separate town 
from Rome, and came into the city cor- 
poration under an act of the Legisla- 
ture of 1884-5 which abolished i ts  char- 
ter. Most of the DeSotans fought in- 
clusion strenuously, and to win out, 
Rome was forced to grant liberal tax 
and improvement concessions. The con- 
tract in the bill was drawn by Attor- 
ney J. I. Wright, of the law firm of 
Alexander & Wright. It provided that 
no saloon license should ever be grant- 
ed in DeSoto. The population then was 
about 500, and now it is estimated a t  
about five times that figure. The land 
is flat and low, and the citizens han- 
dle themselves very nimbly when the 
rivers overflow. 

DeSoto has furnished some of 
Rome's leading citizens. It was the 
birthplace of Milford W. Howard, of 
Los Angeles, Cal., formerly Congress- 
man from Fort Payne, Ah., who used 
to wield a powerful axe in the forests 
nearby that  he might sell wood and 
complete his education. Its mayor for 
several terms was D. R. Mitchell, the 
grocer, who was a nephew of Col. 
Danl. R. Mitchell, one of the found- 
ers of Rome. J. H, Lanham was 
once the postmaster. 

DeSoto (or the Fourth Ward) con- 
tains Hamilton Athletic Field; the 
North Georgia Fair Grounds; the Trin- 
ity Methodist Church (founded by Rev. 
Sam P. Jones) ; the Jones residence; 
the Fifth Avenue Baptist and Sec- 
ond Christian churches ; the Fourth 
Ward Public School, and the homes of 
J. A. Glover and Mrs. Hiram Hill, 
also a thriving business section on 
Fifth Avenue a t  the Oostanaula River 
bridge. The Stone Quarry hill, Sum- 
mervifle Road, was used by the Con- 
federates and was known as Fort At- 
taway. + * *  

ELKS' CLUB (B. P. 0. E.)-Rome 
Lodge No. 694 was organized July 25, 
1901, and surrendered its charter June 
14, 1918. Its motto was "Fidelity, 
brotherly love, justice." At one time 
i t  boasted a membership of 250. At 
the time of ceasing operations, it had 
the following names on the "Red, 
White and Blue Roll:'' 
A. A. Antognoli Isaac May 
A. E. Anderson Geo. H. Magruder 
J. P. Broyles J. D. McCartney 
W. T. Brown Robt. H. McGinnis 
Hiram M. Bobo R. V. Mitchell 
Wesley 0. Connor, Wm. J. Nunnally 
J. S. Cleghorn R. Sewell 
J. Ed. Camp , Ray G. Stewart 
W. M. Carey Har t  H. Smith 
Lloyd Damron Joe H. Sulzbacher 

Paul Duke Joe Spiegelberg 
Wm. H. Ennis Wm. Siglin 
Augustus A. Fite W. J. Shaw 
E. A. Green, P. E. :Roy R. %st 
John M. Good A. C. Williamson 
F. L. Godwin R. H. West 
Nathan Harris Phil S. Wilby 
Horace C. Johnson Moses Wright 
J. N. King Ben Watts 
Clifton H. Lansdell R. W. Watts 
Moultrie S. Lanier Arthur West 

The death roll showed the following 
names: 1903-Maj. Wm. A. Patton, 
Sr., and Gordon Tatum; 1904-5. H. 
Sanders; 1905-5. W. Grant; 1906- 
Halsted Smith, Sr.; 1907-M. C. 
White, J. C. Lewis, Wm. J. West; 1909 
-C. N. Patterson; 1910-Mark G. 
McDonald, Robt. Yancey and J. H. 
Roberson; 1911-E. B. Marshall, J. L. 
Young, W. B. Everett, B. F. A. Saylor 
and C. A. Woods; 1912-M. B. Gerry, 
Wurts W. Bowie, A. S. Gresham, W. 
Chinnick, Gordon Wheeler; 1914--Dr. 
Thos. R. Garlington; 1915-J. Lindsay 
Johnson, Sr., Arthur R. Sullivan, Jr.; 
1916-Thos. Evins; 1917-N. J. Steele; 
1918-Geo. H. Magruder. * * *  

FIRE COMPANIES I N  1888.-"The 
fire department of the city of Rome 
consists of three companies : Rainbow 
Steam Fire Engine Co. No. 1, Moun- 
tain City Steam Fire Engine Co. No. 
2, and Citizens' Hook & Ladder Co. No. 
1. The membership of the whole is 
165 men-the most gallant and cour- 
ageous in the city. As an illustration 
of their promptness and discipline, an  
instance is characteristic of the depart- 
ment: An old fire trap in the rear 
of a saddle shop on Broad Street, con- 
taining about 2,500 bundles of fodder, 
caught fire, and whilst all the ends of 
the bundles were burned, not a whole 
bundle was destroyed. The work of 
extinguishment was done so quickly by 
one company that the other company, 
400 yards off, was cut out from fire 
plugs and could not throw any water 
upon the fire, much to  their chagrin. 
Each of these rival companies accuses 
the other of keeping men a t  the reel 
houses, ready to turn out for a fire. 
Further proof of their gallantry and 
skill is seen in the fact that the ac- 
tual losses from fire in the city of 
Rome have not averaged $1,500 per 
year for the last ten years. This fact 
is the more remarkable because i t  is 
a volunteer department, the members 
themselves bearing a goodly share of 
the expenses of their organizations. 
Not a single Georgia pine building of 
one story has burned t o  the ground i n  
15 years. In  1884 the fire loss was 



$2,580; in 1885, $167, and in 1886, 
$6,780. 

"Each of the companies has substan- 
tial trophies of the victories gained in 
speed contests abroad, and no city in 
the country can show as effective a 
fire service by any paid department." 
-Tribune of Rome, Anniversary and 
Trade Number, Oct. 2, 1888. * :k + 

FIRESIDE DEFENDERS.-This 
Civil War company was organized 
Aug. 4, 1861, a t  Spring (or Silver) 
Creek, near Lindale, by Robt. H. Jones, 
who later became a wagon and buggy 
manufacturer a t  Cartersville. There 
were 95 original members and 26 re- 
cruits; total, 121. Mrs. John Reese 
sent the boys away with a stirring 
speech and the gift of a beautiful flag. 
She was well qualified for this duty, 
as may be judged by an incident of a 
few years before. Mrs. Reese was 
the wife of a well-known physician; as 
a girl she was Elizabeth Hills, grand- 
daughter of old Dennis Hills, a "down 
East Yankee" from Leominster, Mass. 
She was sent to  school in New Eng- 
land at the age of fifteen. One day 
in chapel or class a teacher addressed 
the pupils on the subject of slavery in 
the South. "The  souther^ people," de- 
clared the teacher, "drive vne poor ne- 
  TO to the pIow, and shut him up ln 
a crib and feed him raw corn." 

Little Miss Elizabeth jumped to her 
feet, her face aflame with indignation, 
and cried, "That is a lie!" She was 
allowed to return home to continue her 
studies, and she became one of the 
most steadfast advocates of the South- 
ern cause. 

By way of putting fire into the Fire- 
side Defenders, Miss Elizabeth said: 

"Soldiers of the Fireside Defenders : 
On behalf of the ladies of Silver Creek 
and vicinity I am before you today to 
ask the acceptance of this flag. You 
are all aware that  every nation on 
earth has its ensign. This, my brave 
friends, is the ensign of the Southern 
Confederate States of America. It is 
needless for me to retrospect the his- 
tory of this nation, to tell you why 
the flag of the Union no longer floats 
over the land of sunshine and flowers 
or why the crashing of musketry and 
the booming of cannon is heard in our 
border states. Suffice i t  to say that 
our cause is a just one, and on present. 
ing these colors to you, you have a 
testimony of the spirit which governs 
the women of the South. 

"Be assured we disdain as  much as 
yourselves the idea of becoming slaves 

to the oppressors of our land, and 
should i t  become necessary there is not 
a free woman in the Southern Confed- 
eracy who would not dispute the 
ground inch by inch, and who would 
not die in the cause of liberty and 
justice. 

"To you as the first agents in the 
hands of an  all-wise Father we consign 
these colors. Never, never, my friends, 
permit i t  to trail in the dust; never 
lower the flag in servile submission to 
the ruthless invaders of our homes, 
our liberties and our most sacred 
rights; never furl these ample folds, 
not until liberty shall be perched upon 
this banner. 

"There is a just God who presides 
over the destinies of nations. He i t  is 
who will give might to your arms in 
the deadly strife. The battle is not 
to the strong in numbers alone. It is 
to the just, to the right, to the brave. 
Oh, do not permit our enemies to forge 
chains to bind in degradation our pos- 
terity. With hearts within and God 
overhead, press onward higher and 
higher. Wave these colors, and that 
God in whom we trust may permit 
every soldier of the Fireside Defend. 
ers to return under the protection of 
this banner is our prayer to God. We 
shall rise incessantly in your behalf 
and we entreat you to yield your 
hearts and lives into His charge, and 
if it be your doom, as  it has been for 
many near and dear to us, to meet 
death on the battlefield, in a nation's 
heart shall be written your epitaph, 
'History shall prolong, posterity shall 
bless the valiant arms and noble spirits 
who fought, bled and died to purchase 
for us liberty and .freedom.' 

Oh, flag of the South, still thy way, 
Undimmed the ages untold, 

Over earth's proud nations the stars 
display 

Like morning's radiant changes un- 
fold; 

Oh, flag of Dixie's noble band, 
Oh, flag of the South, still peerless, 

shine, 
O'er earth, remotest lands expand, 

Till every heart and hand entwine! 

The Fireside Defenders went to 
camp twelve days after they were or- 
ganized. Their first stop was Big 
Shanty, Cobb County, now known as 
Kennesaw. Thence they went into 
training a t  Columbus, and thence to 
the front in Virginia. They became 
Company G, 22d Georgia Regiment of 
Infantry, and Capt. Jones, their com- 
manding officer, was advanced to col- 
onel of the regiment. 



At the surrender April 9, 1865, a t  
Appomattox, Va., the following mem- 
bers laid down their arms: 

Capt. G. W. Thomas, Sergt. W. B. 
Judkins, and Privates J. W. Judkins, 
Jno. S. Black, Wm. Morris, Ephraim 
Morris, Jason Morri's, Wm. J. and T. 
N. Vincent, H. N. and Alfonzo Queen, 
Jos. A. Sharp, Wm. M. Gossett, Wm. 
A. Witcher, E. E. Burkhalter, Wm. R. 
Mountcastle, J. M. Fuller, J. W. Miller, 
I. N. Teat, T. J. Gossett, W. J. Pope. 

Starting in 1895, the survivors held 
annual reunions a t  the Primitive Bap- 
tist Church (now the First Presbyte- 
rian) a t  Lindale. On this occasion 
they were addressed by Paul Reese, 
son of Dr. and Mrs. Reese. Capt. 
Harry P. Meikleham, superintendent 
of the Massachusetts Mills a t  Lindale, 
gave them a bit of ground 10 feet 
square, on which they erected a monu- 
ment which bears the names of the 
company's officers. Capt. Meikleham 
also stands for a yearly barbecue, but 
there are only three or four left to 
eat it now, and they include Jos. A. 
Sharp and Wkn. J. Vincent, of Rome. 

* * + .  
FLOYD.- (From the Rome News, 

Wednesday, April 6, 1921.) -Floyd 
County was named for Gen. Jno. Floyd 
because his Indian victories made it 
possible for white men to settle in com- 
parative safety in the region around 
Rome, according to Judge Junius F. 
Hillyer, who has furnished the follow- 
ing sketch on this intrepid leader, 
after an exhaustive search of books. 

"Gen. Floyd was born in South Caro- 
lina, came to Georgia early in life, and 
settled in Camden County, where he 
died June 27, 1829. His father was 
Capt. Chas. Floyd, a conspicuous sol- 
dier in the Revolutionary War, who 
wore on the front of his helmet a sil- 
ver crescent with the inscription, 'Lib- 
erty or Death.'* 

"Gen. Floyd was a member of the 
Georgia Legislature in 1803. Among 
his associates in that body were James 
Jackson, John Milledge and Josiah Tat- 
nall. Tatnall County, Jackson Coun- 
ty  and Milledgeville in the state of 
Georgia bear respectively the names of 
these, his associates, and Floyd Coun- 
t y  bears his name. 

"He was elected to Congress from 
Georgia in 1826, and served two years. 
He was appointed brigadier general of 
the Georgia Militia in 1803. His serv- 
ice with this command established his 
reputation for military skill and in- 
flexible patriotism. On one occasion 
the savages surprised a fort where 300 

men, women and children, except 17, 
were cruelly put to death. Gen. Floyd 
was recognized as the proper man to 
suppress and avenge such wrongs. Ac- 
ccrdingly, Gov. Peter Early selected 
him to command the Georgia troops 
in an expedition against the Creeks 
and Choctaw Indians, who for some 
time had been troubling helpless fron. 
tier settlements of Georgia and Ala- 
bama. Co-operating with Gen. An- 
drew Jackson, he waged a destructive 
war against the savages, who were de- 
feated and permanently dispersed with 
great loss. The three famous battles 
of this campaign were fought a t  Au. 
tossee, Tallassee and Camp Defiance 
in Alabama. In  one of these battles 
Gen. Floyd was severely wounded, but 
refused to retire from the field. His 
civic honors furnished proof of the 
high esteem in which he was held by 
his contemporaries. His success in the 
military service to which he was ap- 
pointed fully vindicated the judgment 
of Gov. Early in making the appoint- 
ment. The ability he displayed more 
than sustained his reputation and a t  
the same time illustrated the energy 
and force of his character. 

"As a private citizen, Gen. Floyd is 
accredited to us by the historians as  
a man of lofty ideals and unspotted 
integrity, unscrupulous in moral dis- 
tinctions, honest with a warm and gen- 
erous nature. His military success no 
doubt contributed to the peaceful term. 
ination of Georgia's Indian problems. 
Soon after, in 1829, as stated. Gen. 
Floyd died; and then in 1833, the Geor- 
gia Legislature, as was fit, gave to 
Floyd County his name. It was emi- 
nently appropriate that  the newly- 
made county, carved out of Georgia 
territory, should bear the name s f  
Floyd, after her battle-scarred hero, 
whose recent victories had redeemed 
that territory from the Indian peril, 
thereby as if by magic transforming 
a semi-barbarous frontier into a veri- 
table Arcadia of civilization, and cap- 
italizing its dormant treasures into un- 
told millions of wealth for its deni- 
zens and the commonwealth a t  large. 

"The citizens of Floyd County are 
justly proud of their county because of 
its intrinsic merits; its incomparable 
situation and climate; its natural and 
acquired resources; and of i ts  honor- 
able history. The county hopefully 
faces the dawn of a new era, ,in which 
it is to solve greater problems and win - 

*Now in the possession of 8 grandson sev- 
eral times removed. Wm. G. McAdoo, of New 
York, formerly Secretary of the Treasury, and 
son-m-law of Woodrow Wilson. 



A PEEK AT THE BERRY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 
At top, mountain lasdes a t  old-fashioned spinning wheels, and below, making rugs 

a t  the looms; boys building a house for the girls; the greenhouse; in oval, Miss Ida M. 
Tarbell and Miss Martha Berry, with students; a t  bottom, the rustic chapel, designed by a 
neighborhood character who thus expressed his interest in t h k  seat of learning; the dining 
halls, which seat about 200. 



greater victories, in which its honored 
name is to put on new luster and to 
become more and more glorious." 

The Weekly Georgian, Savannah, 
printed the following squib under date 
of Saturday, July 6, 1839: "The late 
Gen. John Floyd.-The ,intelligence of 
the death of Gen. John Floyd has been 
received in this city. At one period 
of his life Gen. Floyd had the honor 
of representing his state In the Con. 
gress of the Union, and was always 
respected and esteemed in every sta- 
tion which his confiding fellow citizens 
invited him to occupy." 

Officers of the First Regiment of Sa- 
vannah, John Millen, chairman, and 
Jno. W. Anderson, secretary, passed 
resolutions of respect under date of 
July 3, 1839. 

Gen. Floyd served in the Twentieth 
Congress, 1827-9, with Tomlinson Fort, 
Chas. E. Haynes, Wiley Thompson, 
Richard Henry Wilds, Wilson Lump- 
kin and Geo. R. Gilmer, the last two 
of whom as Governors of Georgia 
fought hard for the removal of the 
Indians to the West. 

Lucian L. Knight, in Vol. 11, Geor. 
gia's Landmarks, Memorials and Leg- 
ends (ps. 27-28) tells of a famous duel 
fought by Gen. Floyd with a Mr. Hop- 
kins in Camden County. Mr. Hopkins 
had been challenged, so it was his right 
under the existent code to name the 
weapons, and he stipulated that they 
should first shoot from a distance with 
shotguns, and if that  did not bring a 
conclusion they would advance with 
pistols, and if that failed, they would 
fight with their Bowie knives. At  the 
first or second stage Mr. Hopkins was 
so badly wounded that the duel was 
halted. Gen. Floyd's sons, Gen. Chas. 
L. Floyd and Captain Richard S. Floyd. 
also fought duels. 

* * *  
FLOYD COUNTY LEGISLATORS. 
(From the State Department of His- 

tory, Atlanta.) 
Members of the State Senate: 1833- 

35, James Hemphill; 1836, William 
Smith; 1837, James Wells; 1838, Wil- 
liam Smith; 1839.40, Joseph Watters; 
1841-43, William Smith. 

From 1845 to 1853, there was a 
grouping of counties into districts (old 
system), and Floyd was put in the 
Forty-Seventh District. There were 
four Senators during this period, two 
of whom were from Floyd: 1845-6, 
Thomas C. Hackett; 1851-2, Joseph 
Wjatters. 

From 1853 to 1861 there was a re- 

turn to the former basis of representa- 
tion, each county electing a Senator: 
1853-4, Jesse Lamberth; 1855-8, Ter- 
rence McGuire; 1859-60, Daniel S. 
Printup. 

Since 1861 Floyd has been in the 
Forty-Second District, and during this 
time she has furnished the following 
Senators: 1861-2, D. R. Mitchell; 
1865-6, C. H. Smith ("Bill Arp") ; 
1868-72, John T. Burns; 1877, James 
R. Gamble; 1880-1, R. T. Fouche; 
1886-7, L. A. Dean; 1888-9, James W. 
Harris; 1890-1, W. T. Irwin; 1898.9, 
R. T. Fouche; 1905-6, W. S. McHenry; 
1911-12, W. H. Ennis; 1917-18, R. A. 
Denny; 1922-23, Jno. Camp Davis. 

Members of the House: 1833, John 
Ellis; 1835, John H. Lumpkin; 
1836, John Ellis; 1837-8, Jesse 
Lamberth; 1839-40, A. J. Liddkll, 
Wesley Shropshire; 1841, Philip W. 
Hemphill, Alfred Brown; 1842, A. Ta. 
bor Hardin, John Townsend; 1843, Jer- 
emiah L. McArver, A. Tabor Hardin; 
1845, Nathan Yarbrough; 1847, Wm. 
T. Price; 1849-50, Isaac N. Culbertson; 
1851-2, Wm. T. Price; 1853-4, M. H. 
Haynie; 1855-6, W. B. Terhune, M. H. 
Haynie; 185'7.8, J. W. H. Underwood 
(Speaker), W. R. Webster; 1859, Thos. 
W. Alexander, Z. B. Hargrove; 1861-2, 
2. B. Hargrove, Geo. S. Black; 1863-4, 
Melville Dwinell, Kinchin Rambo; 1865, 
G. W. Thomas, W. A. Woods; 1868-72, 
Dr. M. R. Ballenger, Dunlap Scott; 
1873.4, Jno. R. Towers, Fielding Eight; 
1875-6, John W. Turner, D. B. Hamil- 
ton; 1877, Jno. R. Freeman, John H. 
Reece; 1878-9, A. J. King, John H. 
Reece; 1880-1, John W. Turner, Sea- 
born Wright; 1882-3, Seaborn Wright, 
W. G. Foster, Walker W. Brookes; 
1884-5, J. Lindsay Johnson, J. W. Tur- 
ner, J. M. Walker; 1886-7, J. M. Walk- 
er, C. N. Featherston, Richard A. 
Denny; 1888-9, J. W. Turner, J. W. 
Ewing, J. Lindsay Johnson; 1890-1, J. 
W. Turner, WP C. Bryan, John J. Seay; 
1892-3, E. P. Price, W. C. Bryan, W. 
J. Neel; 1894-5, John H. Reece, Robt. 
T. Fouche, Moses Wright; 1896-7, Jas. 
B. Nevin, J. H. Reece, Wm. H. Ennis; 
1898-9, Richard A. Denny, J. Lindsay 
Johnson, W. C. Bryan; 1900-1, Jno. C. 
Foster, W. A. Knowles, Seaborn 
Wright; 1902-3, W. S. McHenry, W. A. 
Knowles, Wm. H. Ennis; 1905-6, G. B. 
Holder, Claude H. Porter, Seaborn 
Wright; 1907-8, Seaborn Wright, Lin- 
ton A. Dean, R. L. Chamblee; 1909-10, 
Claude H. Porter, G. B. Holder, Barry 
Wright; 1911-12, John C. Foster, G. 
D. Anderson, Walter Harris; 1913-14, 
John C. Foster, Barry Wright, W. J. 
Nunnally ; 1915-16, G. D. Anderson, 



John W. Bale, A. W. Findley; 1917-18, 
John W. Bale, Seaborn Wright, James 
W. Russell; 1919-20, John W. Bale, 
Harper Hamilton, R. H. Copeland; 
1921-2, Harper Hamilton, Jno. Camp 
Davis, Jas. W. Salmon; 19234, Lee J. 
Langley, Jas. P. Jones, J. Scott Davis. 

* * 1:* 

FLOYD INFANTRY. - Organized 
a t  Rome in March, 1861, by Jno. Fred- 
erick Cooper, son of Hon. Mark An- 
thony Cooper, of Cass County, and 
father of J. Paul Cooper, of Rome, and 
W,alter G. Cooper, of Atlanta. It 
started with 46 men; good-byes were 
said May 10, 1861, for the boys were 
going straight to Virginia. 

An item in The Courier said: "The 
Infantry were escorted to the station 
by the other companies then forming. 
The train moved off amid the cheers 
of the crowd and the thunders of ar- 
tillery." 

The original officers follow: Cap- 
tain, Jno. F. Cooper; first lieutenant, 
D. C. Hargrove; second, John H. 
Reece; third, R. W. Echols; first ser- 
geant, Harvey M. Langston; second, 
G. G. Martin; third, Henry Burns: 
fourth, L. P. Bryant; fifth, John Osley; 
first corporal, T. B. Moore; second, J. 
P. Duke; third, Harvey Shackelford: 
fourth, Henry Cohen. Before the 
company left, D. C. Hargrove joined 
the Light Guards, and was killed July 
21, 1861, a t  the First Battle of Ma. 
nassas. 

Equipment was poor, and only 46 
of the following 74 privates went out 
with the first contingent: Wm. T. 
Allen, J. D. Alton, Joel Bagwell, B. P. 
Barker, T. J. Barber, Frank Bean, R. 
0. Beavers, Jr., Wm. Bishop, Julius 
Borck, W. C. Brantley, .T. J. Buchan- 
an, J. M. Burns, F. M. Burrow, J. L. 
Callahan, WL J. Chastain, M. E. Coop- 
er, Howell Davis, W. J. Drennon, J. H. 
Drummond, J. H. Dunn, J. H. Echols, 
T. C. Estes, L. H. Farmer, L. J. Far- 
mer, B. L. Ford, M. B. Formby, W. E. 
Fowler, A. J. Cordon, J. M. Cordon, 
J. M. Green, Geo. W. Griffith, W. A. 
Hammett, A. W. Harshaw, Wm. Hen- 
derson, W. Henderson, W. J. Hidle, W. 
R. Hidle, J. L. Holbrook, F. N. Hop- 
kins, J. D. Hubbard, Adolphus Jonas, 
C. D. Lumpkin, Edward Maness, J. F. 
Mandry, A. F. Manning, T. R. Martin, 
Wm. McGuire, T. M. McKinney, L. - 

*Rome's Sunday School superintendents 
have met with sad fates in war. Geo. T. Sto- 
vall, of the First Methodist, was killed at First 
Manassas, and A. Walton Shanklln, head of 
the same institution in 1917, was kiIIed in 
France in 1918 as a soldier of the World Watr. 
apt. Melville winell, who w receded Mr. Sto- 
vaIl as superintendent, came out unscathed. 

Morrow, S. J. Nowlin, J. H. Overby, 
F. A. Owings, John Padget, J. L. Phil- 
lips, D. A. Pool, G. B. Quarles, A. J. 
Reed, John Reeves, C. B. Rogers, J. 
W. Selman, J. P. Smith, W. A. Smith, 
Geo. Somers, J. B. Stallings, J. H. 
Steadman, R. M. Stephens, H. A. 
Stone, Jack Tate, G. M. Tolbert, J. T. 
Wamack, R. I. H. Warren. A. White, 
F. R. model ,  Thos. Wright. 

Among the Manassas casualties were 
W. T. Chastain, George Martin, A. W. 
Harshaw, F. M. Mandry, J. T. War- 
mack and J. H. Dunn, killed: Capt. 
Cooper, Oswell B. Eve and Thos. J. 
Hills, mortally wounded. Capt. Coop- 
er was shot in the knee or the leg, and 
refused to  submit to amputation. Com- 
plications set in and he died several 
weeks later a t  Culpepper, Va. Mr. Hills 
died about two weeks after .the battle. 
He had been superintendent of the 
Sunday School a t  Running Waters,* 
the John Ridge place north of Rome. 

+ * *  
FORREST MONUMENT.-Broad 

Street a t  Second Avenue; about 20 
feet high, with reduced figure of Gen. 
Forrest a t  top. Presented to Rome by 
the United Daughters of the Confed. 
eracy, assisted by other organizations, 
and unveiled Friday, Apr. 23, 1909, 
by Sarah Elizabeth Bass; presentation 
speech by Judge Jno. W. Maddox; ac- 
ceptance by Mayor Thos. W. Lips- 
comb; prayer by Rev. C. B. Hudgins, 
rector of St. Luke's Episcopal church, 
and Rev. Chas. C. Jarrell, pastor of 
the First Methodist church; present: 
Governor-elect Jos. M. Brown, Con- 
gressman Jas. A. Tawney (Minn.) , 
Jno. A. Moon (Tenn.), Jno. L. Bur. 
nett (Ala.) and Gordon Lee (Ga.). 
The monument inscriptions feature the 
capture of Gen. Abel D. Streight's 
force Sunday, May 3, 1863, a t  Law- 
rence, Ala., by a handful of men under 
Gen. Forrest, and the march of the 
prisoners to Rome. 

* * *  
FORT JACKSON RESERVOIR.- 

When the old waterworks system built 
by the Nobles, consisting of the pump- 
ing station near Fourth Avenue and 
the N., C. & St. L. railroad and the 
tower on Neely School Hill, was aban. 
doned, the modern reservoir on Ft. 
Jackson and the pumping station a 
mile below on the Oostanaula River 
were constructed. This work was done 
in 1892 and 1893 while Sam S. King, 
Sr., was mayor, and Louis J. Wagner 
was City Engineer in charge. Wm. J. 
Griffin was chairman of the water- 
works committee, made up of Chas. W. 



Underwood and W. H. Steele in 1892 
and of J. F. McClure and Wm. A. 
("Blue Billy") Wright in 1893. The 
filter plant was opened for use Jan. 
27, 1900. The original cost was $20,- 
000. 

City Manager Sam S. King furnishes 
the following information: 

The Fort Jackson plant has been in- 
creased steadily unt'll it is made up 
of seven filters; . one 2,000,000-gallon 
settlement basin; one 1,000,000-gallon 
settlement basin; one 500,000-gallon 
clear water basin; one emergency 
stand pipe of 18,000 gallons (the city 
clock tower); two 2,000,000-gallon 
compressed steam pumps; one 4,500,- 
000-gallon electric drum centrifugal 
pump; 36 miles of cast-iron water 
mains; 269 hydrants for the fire de- 
partment's use; 3,200 water services 
(individual and company taps, etc.) ; 
also chlorine apparatus, alum tanks, 
pumps and other necessary apparatus. 

Sam M. Frye is the superintendent 
a t  Fort Jackson reservoir, and Jno. T. 
Sessler is the engineer in charge of 
the pumpin station a t  the Oostanaula 
River. BO& are constantly on their 
jobs to give Rome one of the best flows 
of pure water to be found anywhere. 
The Municipal swimming pool near 
the jail puts an extra tax upon the 
apparatus, but the officials say they 
can stand the racket. If it were not 
for the pool, perhaps, more water 
would be needed to bathe the children 
a t  home. * * \ *  

FOSTER'S INFANTRY.-This Civil 
War organization was formed in Floyd 
County down the Coosa River by Col. 
W. Green Foster in 1861. The fol- 
lowing account is taken from a Rome 
Tribune account of about 1910: 

"A feature of the recent Memorial 
Day in Rome was the tattered old 
battle-flag carried by the thin gray 
line of veterans. The flag's dingy 
folds show a crimson stain, the blood 
of one of the color bearers, who fell, 
shot dead, across the flag. 

"The colors were carried through 
the war by Co. D of the 65th Geor- 
gia. This was the company and reg- 
iment of Col. W. G. Foster. That 
officer enlisted in 1861, and was 
made second lieutenant. Later he be- 
came captain. In 1862 there was a 
reorganization into six companies of 
infantry and six of cavalry, which 
were called Smith's Legion of the First 
Georgia, Partisan Rangers. 

"In 1863, after the campaign through 
Kentucky, there was again a reorgani- 
zation, and they were assigned to 

Walker's division of the 65th Georgia, 
and later still to Cheatham's division, 
Gist's brigade. The general was killed 
a t  Franklin, Tenn., and then Col. Fos- 
ter was put in command of the brigade 
and remained in this position until the 
surrender. He was in line for the rank 
of brigadier general, but never received 
his commission. 

"The hardest fighting of the regi- 
ment was a t  Franklin, Tenn., where 
the color bearers were killed. After 
the first fall, Col. Foster picked 
up the colors and was almost instant- 
ly shot through the arm, and the staff 
of the flag was shot off. Private Da- 
vis then picked up the colors, and car- 
ried them along until the flag was stuck 
on the breastworks captured by the 
regiment. 

"At the surrender the color-bearer 
tore the colors from the staff, and 
stuffed them in his boot, thus keep- 
ing possession of them. They are still 
in the possession of the surviving mem- 
bers of the company, and are an object 
of reverence to all, and especially to 
those who know of their history. 

"The company and regiment saw 
much hard fighting in this vicinity. 
Its roster included many familiar 
names, some of whom are  still living, 
and others whose memory is perpetu- 
ated by their descendants. The gen- 
eral engamenets of the regiment and 
the roll of Company D follows: 

Perryville, Ky., Big Creek Gap, 
Tenn., and Snake Creek Gap, !Term., 
1862; Chickamauga, Ga., Missionary 
Ridge, Tenn., Ringgold, Ga., (Nov. 
27), 1863; Mill Creek Gap (May 9), 
Dug Creek Gap (May 8), Resaca, Ga. 
(May 15), Lay's Ferry (May 15), 
New Hoae Church. Pickett's Mill 
(May 27j, ~llatoona,  Ga. (Oct. 5) ,  
Kennesaw Mt. (June 27), capture of 
Degress' Battery (July 7), Franklin, 
Tenn. (Dec. I), Nashville, Tenn. (Dec. 
15), 1864; surrendered a t  Greensboro, 
K. C., 1865. 

Officers: Captain, W. Green Foster; 
first lieutenant, J. F. Morton; second 
lieutenant, F. T. Griffin; third lieu- 
tenant, A. C. Hawkins; orderly ser- 
geant, H. Hammond; second sergeant, 
C. V. pass; third sergeant, H. P. Cross- 
man; fourth sergeant, J. P. McDonald; 
corporals, H. V. Bruce, J. W. McDon- 
ald, Jos. Davis, J. L. Worthington. 

Privates: A. D. Anderson, D. D. 
Anderson, 5. J. Anderson, L. H. Aus- 
tin, M. Alfred, J. W. H. Burnes, F. 
Brewer, D. M. Coleman, J. E. Cook, I. 
Chapman, F. A. Chapman, C. Cordle, 
D. P. Copeland, W. H. Collier, R. C. 



Cox, E. Carter, H. Carter, W. M. 
Crocker, E. M. Dyer, Jno. Davis, B. M. 
Davenport, Jos. Espy, J. H. English, 
Thomas Edge, W. M. Fincher, A. V. 
Ford, C. Green, R. S. Glasgow, V. A. 
C. Harbin, J. N. Hendricks, Eli Huh  
bard, J. T. Holtzclaw, W. D. Hawkins, 
T. J. Harris, J. V. Huff, R. Jackson, 
D. J. Kenney, W. M. King, J. A. Lyons, 
J. D. Lynch, W. A. Martin, D. A. Mil. 
ler, Eli Miller, A. P. Milam, T. Ma- 
roney, W. Nelson, P. M. Nelson, R. F. 
Patman, F. M. Penson, W. D. Penson, 
W. Phelps, W. C. D. Phelps, J. L. 
Reese, J. J. Reese, Isaac Ramsey, H. A. 
Roe, W. T. Selman, J. J. Smith, W. T. 
Strickland, Charles Snow, W. R. Ship- 
ley, R. Sherwood, Jno. Talley, T. J. 
Wortham, F. M. Watters, J. W. Wat- 
ters, S. B. Worthington, J. H. Worth- 
ington, C. Worthington, Robt. Worth- 
ington, John Worthington, Jack Worth- 
ington, Samuel Worthington, G. B. 
Whitehead, F. W. Young, T. V. Young, 
S. H. Zuber, J. B. Zuber, J. L. Gravit, 
Jim Webb. * * *  

HARBIN HOSPITAL.-This insti- 
tution, of which Rome is justly proud, 
was established in 1908 with twelve 
beds by Drs. Robt. Maxwell Harbin 
and William Pickens Harbin, brothers. 
In 1917 a new fireproof 40-bed, four- 
story structure was opened, and the 
original building was converted into a 
nurses' dormitory. This dormitory, by 
the way, was once occupied as a resi- 
dence by Henry W. Grady, who brought 
his bride there from Athens. It is lo- 
cated a t  the southeast corner of Third 
Avenue and East First Street, directly 
opposite the First Presbyterian church; 
and beside it on Third Avenue is the 
hospital proper. 

In  1920 three additional stories and 
other enlargements were added to the 
main building, raising the bed capacity 
to 75, and making in all a seven-story 
building. The architects were R. S. 
Pringle and the late W. T. Downing, 
of Atlanta, with M. J. Sturm, hospital 
architect of Chicago, as consultant, and 
the concrete engineers were Spiker & 
Lose, of Atlanta. 

The building is a marvel of sturdi- 
ness, architectural beauty and com- 
pleteness, and is highly symbolic of the 
character of work performed by the 
staff. It contains every modern im- 
provement and convenience, such as 
vapor heating and electric light signal 
systems, silent calls, running hot and 
cold water in every room, linoleum on 
cement floors in corridors, naiseless 
closing doors, three complete operating 
rooms, large sun parlors on three 

floors, private telephone exchange with 
telephones in private rooms, etc. The 
safety gate elevator runs from base- 
ment to roof garden. The kitchens are 
models of cleanliness and the cuisine is 
in charge of an expert. 

The structure represents practically 
all the savings from hospital income 
and professional fees during the life 
of the owners, with obligations to last 
five or ten years, and the idea of serv- 
ice to patients has been put ahead of 
the idea of material gain. Romans 
who understand the spirit of the insti- 
tation are as proud of i t  as of any. 
thing that Rome boasts. 

Disinterested opinions, however, are 
even more convincing. The 1922 re- 
port of the American College of Sur- 
geons on hospital standardization 
places the Harbin Hospital among 
three others in Georgia which stood the 
test conducted in 1921. The others 
were the Georgia Baptist and Grady 
hospitals in Atlanta and the hospital 
of the Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of ~ e o r g i a  a t  Augusta. 

Harbin Hospital was given a rating 
of 100% a t  the first inspection, and Dr. 
Franklin D. Martin, director general 
of the American College of Surgeons, 
wrote as follows from Chicago under 
date of Dec. 27, 1921: 

"You are aware of the fact, no doubt, 
that your hospital appears on the 1921 
list of hospitals meeting the minimum 
standard of the College. This recog- 
nition by the College is, we feel, a 
well deserved one. Hospital stand. 
ardization, in essence, is the desire for 
welfare of the patient felt by the com- 
bined medical and hospital professions 
-a desire put into action and made 
practicable. Your splendid work and 
the fruits of it, which are apparent in 
your community, must afford you more 
gratification than the stamp of our 
approval ever can. However, it gives 
us real pleasure to recognize and to 
commemorate the stand for better hos- 
pital service which you have made. 

"There are yet further advances to 
be made in the hospital, just as in med. 
icine itself. With the co-operation of 
the medical and hospital professions, 
however, these advances cannot fail to 
be realized." 

On the attending staff are Drs. R. 
M. and W. P. Harbin and W. H. Lewis, 
and on the associate staff Drs. Wm. J. 
Shaw (President), Ross P. Cox, Geo. 
B. Smith, J. Turner McCall, J. C. 
Watts, A. C. Shamblin and M. M. Mc- 
Cord. Dr. W. P. Harbin is also physi- 
cian to the Berry School. 



AN INSTITUTION WITH A FINE RECORD. 
The Harbin Hospital, erected by Drs. Robt. M. and Wm. P. Harbin at Third Avenue and 

Eart First Street, is not only one of the handsomest structures in the city, but it has scom'd 
practically perfect in the rigid test conducted by the American College of Surgeons, and 
is one of four Georgia hospitals with the highest rating. 

Miss Blanche Rakestraw, to whom 
much of the credit for the success of 
the institution is due, is superin- 
tendent; Miss Agnes Gattis is super- 
intendent of nurses; Miss Velma 
Owens is night supervisor; Miss .So- 
phie Pintchuck is technician of the 
clinical laboratory; Miss B. L. Rob- 
erts is technician of the X-ray labor- 
atory; W. C. Bell is secretary and 
treasurer; Miss Nell Sloan is book. 
keeper; Miss Christine Smith is his- 
torian; Mrs. C. Bryan is dietician, and 
Miss Bessie Carlson is reception room 
clerk. 

J. Paul Cooper, whose numerous 
gifts to public enterprises have placed 
Rome under lasting obligations, sev- 
eral years ago bought PO0 mg. of ra- 
dium a t  a cost of about $11,000, which 
he placed a t  the disposal of the hos- 

pital, and which has greatly faci1itat.- 
ed the treatment of numerous com- 
plicated cases. 

* * X  

HIGHLAND RANGERS. - This 
Cave Spring company of 66 cavalry- 
men left for the Civil War front from 
Broad Street, Rome, on Saturday, Apr. 
5, 1862, according to the Tri-Weekly 
Courier of Apr. 8. The muster roll 
follows : 

Officers: M. H. Haynie, captain; B. 
C. Montgomery, first lieutenant; A. Y. 
Harper, second lieutenant; E. S. Grim- 
met, second lieutenant; E. Leslie, first 
sergeant; J. Simmons, second sergeant; 
S. Reynolds, third sergeant; M. Bobo, 
fourth sergeant; F. Milligan, fifth ser- 
geant; J. V. Bobo, first corporal; J. 
C. Herrage, second corporal; D. M. 
Dempsey, third corporal; S. K. Hogue, 



fourth corporal; W. H. Herrage, en. 
sign. 

Privates: J. W. Abrams, R. W. Ba- 
ker, R. Barker, J. H. Dean, V. H. 
Dean, Y. P. Dean, B. W. Dempsey, A. 
Dollar, H. J. Dollar, W. Dollar, C. C. 
Ellis, D. E. Elmore, J. Elmore, J. Q. 
Ferguson, G. G. Gill, J. A. Graham, 
J. T. Greenwood, M. T. Greenwood, J. 
J. Hamilton, J. Hayes, H. Herrage, J. 
Higgenbottam, W. W. Hun& G. B. 
Johns, M. Knight, J. McKibbins, J. 
McKelvy, W. H. Montgomery, J. Oli- 
ver, Jno. T. Prior, T. M. Putnam, Wm. 
N. Pricket, B. H. Reynolds, D. Rey- 
nolds, J. M. Reynolds, H. Richardson, 
M. J. Richardson, B. R. Simmons, W. 
J. Simmons, E. W. Sanders, W. B. 
Sanders, M. H. Shoemake, Geo. T. 
Watts, W. C. West, J. H. Wharton, L. 
W. Wharton, J. B. White, J. W. Wil- 
kins, N. W. Williams, W. A. Williams, 
0. R. Witcher, T. Witcher. 

Another company of Highland Ran- 
gers, from Rome and vicinity, numer. 
ing 96 men, was listed in The Courier 
of Saturday, Apr. 12, 1862. It is likely 
they had been sent to Camp McDon- 
ald a t  Big Shanty (Kennesaw) a few 
days before, for they joined in the 
crosscountry chase the same day after 
Andrews' wild raiders. The muster 
roll : 

Officers: J. L. Kerr, captain; J. M. 
Pepper, first lieutenant; R. S. Zuber, 
second lieutenant; S. M. May, ensign; 
L. R. Wragg, first sergeant; J. M. 
Webb, second sergeant; Davis Long, 
third sergeant; L. Weathers, fourth 
sergeant; J. R. Penny, first corporal ; 
L. W. Webb, second corporal; J. W. 
Witzell, third corporal; W. G. Ney- 
man, fourth corporal. 

Privates: V. S. Allen, 2. Y. Allen, 
C. Anderson, J. F. Ashworth, Gilbert 
Atwood, J. H. Aycock, W. L. H. Bar- 
nett, J. Y. Briscoe, Y. R. Brown, J. J. 
Buchanan, T. S. Burney, A. L. Capps, 
S. B. Carley, W. D. Cheney, J. S. Clem- 
ents, M. L. Clontz, M. Cooley, Francis 
M. Coulter, C. S. Cox, John Cox, R. J. 
Cox, C. Cuzzart, J. P. Davidson, A. H. 
Davis, Jr., S. L. Davison, E. Denning. 
ton, S. Dennington, S. B. Ellis, A. G. 
Felmont, J. A. Franks, J. H. Graves, 
A. S. Griswell, M. P. Hall, H. C. Har- 
dy, A. B. Henson, A. Holcombe, W. J. 
Holmes, E. Huckeby, W. H. Johnson, 
W. H. King, J. W. Lawrence, Barnett 
Leak, Moses Lockelen, R. T. Logan, 
W. S. Lumpkin, W. A. Lyle, R. R. 
McGee, Z. McGuffee, A. W. Metcalf, 
C. S. Montgomery, B. C. Moore, 
Samuel Moore, L. Morris, Willis 
Morris L. Morrow, P. M. Y. 

My&n, M. L. Overby, 3. W. 
Padgett, Willis Pannel, Robt. Phillips, 
W. H. Pruitt, L. Rabun, W. M. Rabun, 
Ransom Raunes, Jno. Reeves, J. M. 
Reynolds, E. M. Robinson, J. J. Rob- 
inson, H. R. Smith, T. Z. Smith, A. 
Sorrell, N. B. Terry, Jas. Tornlinson, 
S. Tomlinson, G. W. Warren, J. K. 
Warren, W. H. Watters, Alex West, 
J. Y. Wilson, D. H. Wimpee, G. W. 
Wimpee, M. A. Wimpee, T. N. Wimpee, 
E. K. Wlinnett. * Q * 

HILLS o7 ROME, THE SUBLIM- 
ATED SEVEN.-Sir Walter Scott 
must have been standing on a hill ad. 
miring the place of his birth when he 
piped in the sixth canto of "The Lay 
of the Last Minstrel" the following: 
"Breathes there the man with sbul so 

dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
'This is my own, my native land!' 
Whose heart hath ne'er within him 

burned 
As home his footsteps he hath turned 
From wandering on a foreign strand?" 

For to properly appreciate a place 
means not alone to grind faithfully 
through the years; not, in the case of 
Romans, to ply merely between home 
and busy Broad; but to climb the 
heights and there obtain a perspective 
which nature offers only to those who 
are willing to climb. Nature's master- 
piece is well calculated to beget a 
spirit of progress, pride and achieve- 
ment, yet how many have ever viewed 
it? Everybody in Rome has seen Mt. 
Alto, Lavender and New Shorter Hill 
from Rome. How many have seen the 
far  more picturesque sight of Rome 
from Alto, Lavender or Shorter Hill? 
Poets, bestir yourselves ! Belated 
dimbers, forsake the low ground and 
mount the heights ! 

Here are the seven hills, mostly 
within the city limits, concerning which 
Rome yields nothing of beauty to her 
worthy namesake on the historic Ti- 
ber : 

Tower Hill, supporting the majestic 
clock tower and the Neely grammar 
school. 

Old Shorter Hill, with its castle-like 
spires, once supporting Shorter Col- 
lege, whose buildings now fly the flag 
of the Rome High School. 

Lumpkin Hill (Eighth Avenue), 
which looks down on the old Seventh 
Avenue cemetery and Rome from close 
range. 

Blossom Hill, North Rome suburb, 
which swirling freshets ne'er disturb 



soms in spring time furnish a sweet 
aroma for the breezes to waft over 
Rome. 

Fort Jackson, historic in its battle 
trenches, and from which North Rome 
resembles a pearl in a setting of plat- 
inum, and the Valley of the Oostanaula 
stretches away to the north like the 
velvety approach to the palace of a 
king. 

Mt. Aventine, the ridge of mysterious 
name which parallels the purling Eto- 
wah in South Rome. 

Myrtle Hill, where sleep the patron 
saints of Rome, who beckon in tender 
tones for all to come and rest when 
their earthly tasks are done. * * * 

INDIAN CLANS.-There were orig- 
inally seven clans in the Cherokee In- 
dian nation : Wolf, Deer, Paint, Long- 
hair, Bird, Blind (or Long) Savan- 
nah and Holly. John Ross belonged 
to the Bird clan, Major Ridge to the 
Deer, Clement Neeley Vann and David 
Vann probably to the Wolf. The cus- 
toms relevant to the clan system fell 
into disuse shortly after 1800.* 

The seal of the Cherokee Nation was 
a double circle with a seven-pointed 
star (each point representing a clan) 
in the center; between star points and 
inner circle was a wreath; in the space 
between circles were some Sequoyan 
characters, in the center of which were 
the letters "cwy." Prosperous members 
of the various clans today use this seal 
on their stationery, and surmount it 
with a wolf, bird or other object re- 

tain, where the heads of Wills and 
Lookout Creeks oppose against each 
other on the Blue Ridge; then a 
straight course to the main source of 
Rackoon Creek, and down the same 
into the Tennessee River, and up said 
river to the mouth of Ooletiwah Creek, 
and up said creek to take the most 
southeastern fork; thence a southern 
course to the mouths of Sugar Creek, 
into the Connasauga River, and down 
the said river to its confluence with 
Oostennallah River, and down the 
same to the place of beginning. 

2-The Second District shall be 
called by the name Challoogee, and be 
bounded as follows: Beginning on the 
mouth of Rackoon Creek, in the Ten- 
nessee River, and down the said river 
to the boundary line, commonly called 
Coffee's line, and along said line where 
it strikes Wills Creek, and down the 
said creek to its confluence with the 
Coosa River; and thence embracing 
the boundary line between the Chero- 
kees and Creeks, run by Wm. McIn- 
tosh and other Cherokee Commission- 
ers by the respective nations, running 
southeastwardly to its intersection with 
Chinibee's Trace, and along said trace 
leading eastwardly by Avery Vann's 
place, including his plantation, and 
thence on said trace to where i t  crosses 
the Etowah River, a t  the old ford 
above the fork, and down said river to 
its confluence with Oostennallah River, 
and up said river to the mouth of Ar- 
muchee Creek, and to be bounded by 
the First District. 

ferring to their particular clans. 3-The T h i ~ d  District shall be * * *  called b s  the name Coosewattee. and 

INDIAN DISTRICTS.-The Com- 
mittee and Council of the Cherokee 
Nation in 1820 divided the remaining 
territory into eight districts, and Chas. 
R. Hicks, principal chief, approved 
them, according to The Laws of the 
Cherokee Nation, published by the 
Cherokee Advocate Office, Tahlequah, 
Indian Territory, 1852. The districts 
were Amoah, Aquohee, Challoogee, 
Chickamaugee, Coo~ewatee, Etowah, 
Hickory Log and Tahquohee. Chal- 
loogee, Chickamaugee, Coosewattee and 
Etowah included Floyd County, and 
several of them cornered a t  "Forks of 
Coosa." The descriptions are: 

1-The First District shall be called 
by the name Chickamaugee, and be 
bounded as follows: Beginning a t  the 
mouth of Armuchee Creek, on Oosta- 
nallah River, thence north in a straight 
course to a spring branch between the 
island and Rackoon Village; thence a 
straight course over the Lookout Moun- 

bounded-as follows : Beginning a t  the 
Widow Fool's Ferry, on Oostannallah 
River where the Alabama Road crosses 
it, along said wagon road eastwardly, 
leading toward Etowah Town to .a 
large creek above Thomas Pettit's 
plantation, near to the Sixes, and said 
creek northeastward to  its source; 
thence a straight course to the head of 
Talloney Creek, up which the Federal 
Road leads; thence a straight course 
to the Red Bank Creek, near Cartikee 
Village; thence a straight course to 
the head source of Potato Mine Creek; 
thence a straight course to the head 
of Clapboard Creek; thence a straight 
course to the most southern head 
source of Cannasawgee River, to strike 
opposite to the mouth of Sugar Creek 
into the Cannasawgee River, and to 
be bounded by the First and Second 
Districts. 
- -  - 

*Authority : Dr. Emmet Starr, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., a member of the Wolf clan. 



4-The Fourth District shall be 
called by the name of Amoah, and be 
bounded as follows: Beginning a t  the 
head source of C,annasawgee River, 
where the Third District strikes the 
said source; thence eastwardly a 
straight course to Spring Town, above 
Hiwassee Old Town; thence to the 
boundary line run by Col. Houston, 
where i t  crosses Sloan Creek; thence 
westwardly along said line to the Hi- 
wassee River; thence down said river 

into the Tennessee River, and down 
the same to the mouth of Ooletiwah 
Creek, and to be bounded by the First 
and Third Districts. 

%The Fifth District shall be 
called by the name of Hickory Log, 
and shall be bounded as follows: Be- 
ginning a t  the head of Potato Mine 
Creek, on the Blue Ridge, thence 
southeastwardly along the Blue Ridge 
to where Cheewostoyeh path crosses 
said ridge, and along said path to the 



head branch of Frog Town Creek, and 
down the same to its confluence with 
Tahsantee; thence down the Chestotee 
River, and into the Chattahoochee Riv- 
er, and down the same to the shallow 
wagon ford on said river, above the 
standing Peach Tree; thence westward 
along said wagon road leading to - 
Town, to where it crosses Little River, 
a fork of the Etowah River, and down 
the same to its confluence with Etowah 
River, and down the same in a direct 
course to a large creek, and up said 
creek to where the road crosses i t  to 
the opposite side, and to be bounded 
by the Third District. 

&The Sixth District shall be called 
by the name Etowah, and be bounded 
as follows: Beginning on the Chat- 
tahoochee River, a t  the shallow wagon 
ford on said river, and down the same 
to the Buzzard Roost, where the Creek 
and Cherokee boundary line intersects 
the said river; thence along said boun- 
dary line westward to where i t  inter- 
sects Chinibee's Trace, and to be bound. 
ed by the Fifth and Third Districts, 
leaving Thos. Pettit's family in Eto- 
wah District. 

7-The Seventh District shall be 
known by the name of Tahquohee, and 
be bounded as follows: Beginning 

LEE JEFFERSON LANGLEY, lawyer and 
writer whom the voters of Floyd elected to 
the Legislature Sept. 13, 1922. 

where Col. Houston's boundary line 
crosses Slare's Creek, thence along said 
boundary line southeastwardly to the 
Unicoy Turnpike road, and along said 
road to where it crosses the H'iwassee 
River, in the Valley Towns; thence a 
straight course to the head source of 
Coosa Creek, on the Blue Ridge above 
Cheewostoyeh, and along said ridge 
eastwardly, where the Unicoy Turn- 
pike road crosses it, and thence a di- 
rect course to the head source of Per- 
simmon Creek; thence down the same 
to the confluence of Tahsantee, and 
with the Frog Town Creek; and to 
be bound by the Third, Fourth and 
Fifth Districts. 

&The Eighth District shall be 
known by the name of Aquohee and be 
bounded as follows: Beginning where 
the Seventh District intersects the 
Blue Ridge, where the Unicoy Turn- 
pike road crosses the same, thence 
along said line to the confluence of 
Nanteyalee and Little Tennessek 
River; thence down the same to Tal- 
lassee Village; thence along said boun- 
dary line westwardly to where i t  in- 
tersects the Unicoy Turnpike road, 
and to be bounded by the Seventh Dis- 
trict. 

The districts were to hold their 
councils or courts as follows: 

The first Mondays in May and Sep- 
tember for Chickamaugee, Coosewattee, 
Hickory Log and Aquohee, and the sec- 
ond Mondays in May and September 
for Amoah, Etowah and Tahuohee. 
(Challogee was omitted). 

It would appear from a rough trac- 
ing of these boundaries that the fol- 
lowing places would be included as  set 
forth: 

First District (Chickamaugee) : Dal- 
ton, Villanow, Curryville, Sugar Val- 
ley, Floyd Springs, the Pocket, Chick- 
amauga, LaFayette, Rising Fawn, 
Chattanooga, Ooltewah, Tenn., and a 
few towns in upper DeKalb and east- 
ern Jackson County, Ala. 

Second District (Challoogee) : All of 
Floyd County west of a north-and- 
south line running through the forks 
of the rivers a t  Rome: South Rome, 
East Rome, West Rome, Lindale, Sil- 
ver Creek, Cave Spring, Mt. Berry, 
Armuchee, Rice's Spring, Coosa, Liv- 
ingston, etc., and Cedartown; all of 
Chattooga County and a narrow part 
of lower Walker County; all of Cher- 
okee, the central part of DeKalb and 
the upper parts of Cleburne and Cal- 
houn Counties, Ala. 

Third District (Coosewattee) : The 



main part of Rome between the rivers, 
and all the towns north of the Etowah 
River as fa r  east as Cassville, includ. 
icg Adairsville, Barnsley Gardens, all 
of Gordon County and Murray and 
such of Cohutta Mountain as  is in Gil- 
mer County. 

Fourth District (Amoah) : The 
smallest section of the eight, lying 
north of the First District, and 'includ- 
ing practically all of James and Brad- 
ley Counties, Tenn., and one-eighth of 
Polk in the western part. 

Fifth District (Hickory Log) : Car- 
tersville and the eastern third of Bar- 
tow County, three-fourths of the north. 
ern parts of Cherokee and Forsyth, 
and one-fourth of the northern part 
of Milton, all of Pickens and Dawson 
Counties, all except one-tenth, the 
northwestern corner of Gilmer ; the 
southern part of Fannin, the southern 
tip of Union and the western half of 
Lumpkin, with Dahlonega. This dis. 
trict follows such part of the old treaty 
boundary, the Chattahoochee River, as 
lies north of the shallow ford on the 
river in the lower end of Forsyth Coun- 
ty northeastward to Dahlonega. 

Sixth District (Etowah) : All that  
section south of the Etowah and north- 
west of the Chattahoochee, including 
the southeastern section of Floyd Coun- 
ty, Kingston and the southwestern 
quarter of Bartow County, and the 
eastern half of Polk, the lower tip of 
Forsyth, nearly all of Milton, the lower 
fifth of Cherokee, parts of Chambers, 
Cleburne and Randolph Counties, Ala., 
and western parts of Heard and Troup 
(to West Point), and all of the coun- 
ties of Cobb, Paulding, Hiaralson, 
Douglas, and Carroll in Georgia. 

Seventh District (Tahquohee) : Most 
of Polk County, Tenn., the lower part 
of Cherokee and the southwestern part 
of Clay in North Carolina, the north- 
ern half of Fannin County, the east- 
ern half of Lumpkin, northern of Hall, 
western half of Towns and White, and 
nearly all of Union in Georgia. 

Eighth District (Aquohee) : The 
northwestern part of Habersham, 
eastern half of Towns, western half of 
Rabun, Western North Carolina west 
of the Little Tennessee River, includ- 
ing most of Macon, Clay and Cherc- 
kee Counties in North Carolina. 

In  general, the Cherokee territory a t  
this time embraced all of the north- 
west portion of the state, known as  
Cherokee Georgia, bounded on the 
southeast by the Chattahoochee River 
and its tributaries in Northeast Geor- 
gia; the southwestern portion of North 

Carolina as fa r  east as the Little Ten- 
nessee River; the Southeastern portion 
of Tennessee south of the Hiawassee 
River and east and south of the Ten- 
nessee, bordering on Fannin, Murray, 
Whitfield, Walker, Catoosa and Dade 
Counties in Georgia; and westward in 
Alabama to the Tennessee River and 
Attalla and Gadsden on the Coosa, 
and thence following the Cherokee- 
Creek boundary line run by Wm. Mc- 
Intosh and others, and then Ghinibee's 
Trace and the Cherokee-Creek line to 
the Chattahoochee River near Colum- 
bus. * * *  

INDIANS, INDIVIDUAL.-Follow- 
ing is a list of Indians who composed 
part  of the mammoth assemblage 
which congregated a t  Running Waters, 
near Rome, July 19, 20 and 21, 1835. 
By consulting the list of Indian dis- 
tricts and the towns in them, it is pos- 
sible to fix approximately the local 
range of many red-skins and identify 
the "Rome Indians," who lived in Chal- 
loogee, Chickamaugee, Coosewattee and 
Etowah districts. Little Meat is known 
to have lived a t  Cave Spring, Wood- 
ward and Ground Mole (or Ground 
Hog) a t  Pinson Station, Tah-chan-sie 

ROBT. H. CLAGETT, managing editor qf The 
Rome News and a eonstruetlve force m the 
movement for a bigger Rome. 



in Floyd near Adairsville, and Wm. 
J. Carter ("Urekus" or "Wild Cat") 
in Sugar Valley, Gordon County. 

District of A m a h .  
Wolf Murphy Knob 
Lame Dave Beaver Toter 
Sitting Down Shadow 
T. Foreman Crowing Chicken 
Thos. Bigboy Turnabout 
Dog Bullfrog 
Crowmocker Bridgemaker 
N. Sanders Shoe 
Going Snake Tail Up 
Mink Watts Rock 
Quart Whisky Thick String 
Tesatesky War 
Young Duck Bellows 
Man-spoiler M. Waters 
Sleeping Deer Squirrel 
Mouse Horsefly 
In-the-water Crying Wolf 
Four Killer Tobacco 
Pheasant Path-killer 
Spade Housekeeper 
Outrunner Beat-about 
Didapper Jos. Foreman 
Bark S. Candy, Sr. 
Chinubby Jas. Ross 
Scraper Cheater 
Capt. Watts Geo. Hicks 
Geo. Fields Poor Bear 
Sign Muskrat 
Rib Waterbird 
Dew Caesar 
Dew-in-water Toad 
Thief Hurricane 
Wolf Crazy 
Young Pup Sapsucker 
Woman Killer Black Fox 
Rambling Clamacre 
Running Wblf Hawk 
Shadow Treader 
Turnover July 
Elijah Pigeon 
Mouse Goose 
Deer-in-water Soldier 
Smoke Chips 
Going-away Shell 
Flint Jay Hicks 
Sparrow Hawk Jack Bushyhead 

Bigmusle 
District of Aquohee. 

Sweet Water Geo. Blair 
Jesse Grass Horse-fly 
Young Turkey Throw It Down 
Spike Buck Otterlifter 
Ned Christy Chunoaka 
Lookout Jno. Christy 
Nicoochi Stooping About 
Bear-Sitting-Down Crawler 
Going-back Rising Tower 
Lightning Bug Ridge 
Daylight Bear Meat 
Bear Drowned Young Chicken 
E. Buffington Mashabout 

Spring Frog Listening 
Axe Crow 
Shoe Little Dog 
Situaga Wm. Foreman 
Jno. Rogers Jug 
Catcher Conazeen 
Dragging Canal Snow Bird 
Waxie Eagle 
Old Rabbit Sofskie 
Bony Overtaker 
Shot-bag Cloud 
Chulihaw Turnover 
Swinged Sent-for 
Swimmer Duck 
David England Snakie 
Headout Big Head 
Lizard Fodder 
Grog CUP 

District of Challoogee. 
Chas. H. Vann Jim Bear Skin 
Stephen Harris Raincrow 
Parch Corn Milk 
Uma-tois-ka Robin Baggs 
Pigeon Roost Snuga 
00s-ca-wattie Jas. Chambers 
Arch Campbell Guess 
Eating-up Log 
G. Baldridge Four-killer 
Fishtrap Geo. Sanders 
Twister Laughatmush 
Folly Torchtoter 
Manstanding Garfish 
Standing Inside Kooiskooi 
Hitinhead Chickasaw 
Leaking Jumper 
Razor Geo. Campbell 
Tallow Runabout 
Jno. Rogers Ground Hog 
Big Feather Arch Simpson 
Money Crier Chas. Justice 
Robin Brown Bat 
Threadtoter Turtle Fields 
Richard Guess Dirtseller 
Going-to-sleep Raven 
Jaybird D. Raincrow 
Elijah Moore Bread Butter 
Chewaga Owl 
Geo. Chambers Hair Tied 
Bear Toat Beans Pouch 
Stay-all-night Thos. Watts 
Robbin Screech-owl 
Stephen Foreman Six-Killer 
Wm. Grimit Wind 
Writer Something 
Natburntup Mushroom 
Wagon Sequata 
Eataha Mose Lee 
Tramping Beavertail 
Musk-melon B. B. Wisner 
Cornsilk Lifter 
Cabbage Bullbat 
Spring Frog Pat 
Trunk Fox Frying 
James Gunter Pay-up 
Catchem Jas. Lusley 
Thief Saml. Gunter 



Dew 
Beat-about 

. J, Spencer 
Jno. Blackbird 

Par 
District of 

Thos. Taylor 
Jno. Vann 
Young Glass 
Pathkiller 
Samuel Buck 
Tarapin Head 
T. Rallinggourd 
Thos. Manning 
Smoke 
James Lowry 
Johnson Murphy 
Doublehead 
Withcalooski 
Whirlwind 
Hawk 
Chinabi 
Manstriker 
Gander 
Shade 
Chuiska 
Scra~eskin 
~ o o d k o n e ~  
Mole 
Red Bird 
Peter 
Sitting Bear 
Saquah 
Standing Crane 
Big Kittle 
Jas. Taylor 
Sleeping Rabbit 
Robt. Benge 
Speaker 
Dick Foreman 
Tanchichi 
Jas. Taylor 
Tracker 
Hunter Langley 
Black Fox 
Drowning Bear 
Olisihnki 
Corntassle 
Arch Lowry 
Rock 
Sparrowhawk 
Rustybelly 
Littlemeat 
Osulanah 
Alanitah 
Letusstop 
Horns 
Lion 
Blue Bird 
Sooksar ah  
Messenger - 
Chichi 
pelican 
Nath. Hicks 
Dick Taylor 
Levi Timberlake 

A. Lowry 
Bald Head 
Bread 
Swallow 

:tridge 
Chiclcamaztgee. 
Tom Fox 
Jas. Sanders 
Otter 
Runabout 
Landseller 
Leaf 
Stump 
Crying Wolf 
Spirit 
Chinaquayah 
Wash Lowry 
Chilhowie 
Going Snake 
Noonday 
Tyger 
Peacock 
Buzzard 
Otterlifter 
J. Ratlinggourd 
Three Killer 
Lewis Bark 
Little Barrow 
Turkeytoter 
Jas. Brown 
Jno. Baldridge 
Moses Campbell 
Ned Bark 
Singer 
Cold weather 
Cloud 
Swan 
Sitting Bear 
Robin 
Ta-chan-sie 
Canadawaski 
Watt 
Osage 
Chas. Manning 
Chuit 
~ s h h o ~ ~ e r  
Fodder 
Grog 
Owl 
Key 
Scaffold 
Water Lizard 
W. Griffin 
Dreadfulwater 
Eig Nose 
Wallace Vann 
Eight Killer 
N. McDaniel 
Stud Horse 
C. McIntosh 
Peach 
Zallowska 
Spring Frog 
Jno. Benge 
Sukatowie 
Bushyhead 

Big Dollar Walegoolie 
Dick Benge Five Killer 

Rich. Taylor, Ja. 
District of Coose.zuattee. 

Avery Vann Noney Sealer 
Collin McDaniel Hang Foot 
Terrapin Striker Wm. Lowry 
Daylight Chow-send 
John Wayne Doing-so 
Mortar Ta-es-kee 
Baesling Stand Watie 
Ga-Ta-la-na Jim-Six-Killer 
Tailor Huckleberry 
Chu-no-lus-ka Carnton Hicks 
Fool Standing 
Housekeeper John Watie 
Turkey W at Liver 
Tom Gillespie Two Heads 
Walter Ridge B y-him-self 
Isaac Ground Hog. 
John Ridge In-the-field 
Matthew Moore Oo-tata-ti 
Harry Scott Six-Killer 
Bear Meat Turn Over 
Edward Adair Major Ridge 

District of Etowah (Hightower). 
Leach Goy-a-chesa 
Take After Crawfish 
You-as-so-walta Shutter 
Armup Moses 
Ice Boiled-down 

GEO. M. BATTEY, JR., associate editor of 
The Rome News and aut$r of "A History 
of Rome & Floyd County. 



Peach Shooter 
Cow-e-chur-kah 
Pumpkinpie 
Pound-it-over 
Handshaker 
Let-it-f all 
Ground Hog 
John Wayne 
John Eliot 
Flax Bird 
Walte Gutte 

Lets-hunt-em 
Bundle 
Little Deer 
White Path 
Bran 
Humming Bird 
Seen-them 
Walking Stick 
Bird Hunter 
Shell 
Big Burn 

Seed Catcher 
Talassee Nelson West 
Chipple Fog 
Grapes Chu-no-ha-ha 
Big Tongue Bone-carrier 
Buffalo-fish Smallwood 
Pouch Laugher Guts 
Epaw-wessus Gusty 
Melter Little Terrapin 
Catch-him Woman Killer 
Standing Wolf Knitts 
Red Bird Kick-up 
Water Hunter Wah-hatchie 
Push-off Bushy 
Jack West Pipe 
Frozen Foot Stee-kee 
Eagle Setting Corn Silk 
Swinger Hairy-Breast 
Viper Rib 
Thos. Petit Dirt-Thrower 

Samuel Mayo 
District of Hiclcor?~ Log. 

Buffalo Pouch 
Goodman 
C. S. Adair 
Takingout 
Teacher 
Take-out-beans 
Blanket 
Eye 
Chin 
B. F. Adair 
Walkingstick 
Dirtpot 
Sparrow Hawk 
G,. M. Walters 
Crying Bear 
Swimmer 
Humming Bird 
Mixture 
Flying Fish 
John Proctor 
Spaniard 
SPY 
Fallingpot 
Climbing 
Jim Proctor 
Walter Daniel 
Goodgals 
Rattling Gourd 
Big Boy 
Pushim 
Mose Drowning 

Jas. 

Blackhorse 
Cotton 
Jack Winn 
Tobacco Purse 
Wm. Rogers 
Sampson 
Bird Cutter 
Tassle 
Raining 
Falling 
Dirty-belly 
Nofire 
Hawk 
Guess 
Capsou 
Prince 
Takeitout 
Santaga 
Geo. Still 
Eel 
Drawer 
Bean 
Luck 
E. Towns 
Naked 
stop 
Beginning 
Mink 
Doghead 
Pincheater 
Trash Gatherer 
Daniel 

District of Tahquohee. 
Bunchlegs Whip 
Hogfis h Spirit 
Mistake Cat 
Flaxbird Getup 
Raincrow John Rogers 
Hogshooter Kinkyhead 
Biter Knockmi 
Ear Buzzard 
Little Bone Rising Fawn 

Miscellaneous. 
D. J. Hook, Turkey Town; J. Saun- 

ders, Talloney; A. Ratley, Teu River; 
Jno. Adair, Oothcalouga; Jos. Rogers, 
Sawana ; Ezekiel Fields, Teu River ; 
A. Adair, Oothcalouga; R. Rogers, Sa- 
wana; Jas. Vann, Talloha; Johnson 
Thompson, Pine Log; B. F. Thompson, 
Sala Coa; J. F. Adair, Two Run; 
W,astuwaha, Old Town; Jas. McNair, 
Connasauga ; D. Foreman, Candy 
Creek; Stephen Ray, Candy Creek; 
J. Rogers, Chattahoochee; Jack Sour- 
mush, Two Run; J. L. McKay, Will's 
Valley; Elijah Hicks, New Echota; 
Black Fox, Oothcalouga; Henderson 
Harris, Forks of Coosa; D. McCoy, 
Red Clay; Willy Bigby, Candy's Creek; 
J. A.Thompson, Pine Log; Bird Har- 
ris, Sawana; Jno. Fields, Sr., Turnip 
Mountain ; John Williams, Rock 
Creek; Geo. Candy, Mouse Creek; G. 
W. Adair, Sala Coa; J. C. Towers, 
Oothcalouga ; Jas. Vann, Connasauga ; 
Jno. Blythe, Long Savannah; C. Mc- 
Nair, Connasauga; Yese-taes-a, Tur- 
nip Mountain. 

* * *  
INDIAN TRAILS, ROADS AND 

STAGES.-Most of the Indian trails 
of Cherokee Georgia have been oblit- 
erated or swallowed up in the improved 
roadways of today. In the early part 
of the nineteenth century the so-called 
Federal Road was built from Tennes- 
see through sections of Georgia. This 
is mentioned as  part of the route of 
Gen. Sherman's army on its march 
from Resaca to Bartow County in 1864, 
and now and then there are other ref- 
erences to it, notably by the Indians. 
Quite possibly it passed near Dalton 
and generally followed the route of the 
Western and Atlantic Railroad. 

Mrs. J. L. Walker, of Waycross, 
contributes the following on certain 
old trails and roads: 

"There is rich romance linking Geor- 
gia's old roads and trails with the dim 
past, for many of them ran by the cu- 
riously-gabled villages that  dotted the 
countryside, and the huts of priests and 
the wigwams of the Indians were seen 
along the way. 



"The possessions of most of the early 
settlers consisted of a few acres of 
cleared ground, a log hut and a wife 
and children. The lives of the pioneers 
were filled with thrilling experiences, 
and the wives were quite as brave. The 
existence of the women was anything 
but peaceful, for while the men worked 
in the fields they guarded every inch of 
the ground close around the home. 
Tragedies were common; the trusty 
rifles were often taken down from 
above the door to bag a wild cat, an 
Indian or a bear. When the men went 
to town, the women and children usual- 
ly had to go too because of fear of wild 
beasts and Indians, and together they 
traveled the old trails. 

"In the lives of stage coach trav- 
elers, stopping places were quite im- 
portant. Taverns and post houses were 
a necessity, because horses had to be 
changed and travelers rested and fed. 

"The Blue Pond road in Floyd Coun- 
ty followed the Coosa River into Ala- 
bama and on to Sand Mountain. This 
was named after Blue Pond, in Ala- 
bama, and probably corresponds to the 
Alabama road of today. Earlier i t  was 
known a s  the Creek path, after the 
Creek Indians of Alabama and Geor- 
gia. 

"Oostanaula or Hightower Path ran 
eastward from Alabama along the 
northern boundary line between the 
Creeks and the Cherokees, as fixed by 
Gen. Coffee in 1830. It crossed Shallow 
Ford on a tributary of the Etowah in 
the upper northwest corner of Cobb 
County, near Acworth; passed through 
Marietta, the northern ends of Fulton 
and DeKalb Counties; through Dun- 
woody, Norcross, Cross Keys and into 
Gwinnett County and Bay Creek in 
Walton ; through Logansville and 
crossed into Oconee County via High 
Shoals ; through Watkinsville ; and 
thence over the Oconee River into 
Clarke County and Athens. 

"Etowah Path led from the village 
of Two Runs, in the southern part of 
Gordon County, to Suwanee Old Town 
in Lumpkin County. 

"The chief north-south stage route 
wns from Milledgeville, then the capi- 
tal of Georgia, to Nickajack, Tenn., 
near the Ga.-A1a.-Tenn. "corner," 
and a branch connected with Rome. At 
Eatonton there was another branch 
to Athens, via Madison. If the traveler 
wished to  go by Athens on tine way 
from Milledgeville to Nicka jack he 
must travel 255 miles, striking Vann's 
Ferry (on the Chattahoochee River in 
Hall County), Blackburn's (on Etowah 

River), Etowah and Coosawattee 
Town. Weekly stages were run from 
Milledgeville to Athens and reverse, 
and the fare was $6.25." 

Sherwood's Gazetteer (1829) tabu- 
lates the Milledgeville-Nickajack route 
as  follows: 

Miles. 
............ Milledgeville to Eatonton 21 Yz 

.................... Eatonton to Madison 22 
.................... Madison to Athens .. 27 % 

Athens to Vann's Ferry .............. 47 
Vann's Ferry to Blackburn's 

............................................ Ferry 20 
Blackburn's to Harnage Ford 

............ on Long Swamp Creek 15 
Harnage's to Coosawattee Town 28 
Coosawattee Town to Mrs. 

Scott's ........................................ 34 
........ Mrs. Scott's to Daniel Ross' 18 

Daniel Ross' to Willson's a t  Nick- 
.............................................. ajack 22 

Total ............................................ 255 

The stage started from Milledge. 
ville on Tuesdays for Athens and re- 
turned on Saturdays. A few miles 
might be saved on the way to Nicka- 
jack by leaving Athens on the right 
and passing through Clarkesborough, 
Jackson County. The Gazetteer states 

WM. SINCLAIR ROWELL, referee in bank- 
ruptcy! editor of The Tribune-Herald and 
K ~ w a n ~ s  Club member. 



FEDERAL AGENTS AND A "MOONSHlNE" STILL, 1921. 

that Vann's Ferry, 11 miles west of 
Gainesville, Hall County, was on the 
Federal road. 

An old Rome newspaper stated that 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. M. Caldwell put 
up a t  the McEntee House, Broad 
street, Rome, in February, 1845, hav- 
ing arrived by the Covington stage. * * * 

INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF 
GOOD TEMPLARS.-Shortly after 
the Civil War a number of lodges of 
this organization, founded by James 
G. Thrower, of Atlanta, were estab- 
lished a t  Rome, and included many of 
the Hill City's leading men who were 
opposed to liquor. Among the local 
units were Sacred Promise Lodge No. 
125, headed by C. G. Samuel; Forrest- 
ville Lodge No. 106, and Mothers' Hope 
Temple No. 14. Among the leaders 
were Judge Waller T. Turnbull, Rev. 
L. R. Gwaltney, Major Z. B. Hargrove, 
Judge J. W. H. Underwood, Judge Joel 
Branham, Dunlap Scott, Col. Thos. W. 
Alexander and Chas. H. Smith ("Bill 
Arp"). The Cold Water Temple w 
composed of young men, with W. R. 
Fenner as secretary. "Water only!'' 
was its motto. The Grand Lodge of 
Georgia convention was held a t  Roine 
Oct. 9, 1872, and more than 200 lodges 
were represented. 

On June 6, 1860, a local organiza- 
tion known as the Sons of Temperance 
held a meeting at Rome. Chas. H. 
Smith was president, and the other of- 
ficers were J. H. McClung, G. B. T. 
Moore, R. Ferdinand Hutchings, R. W. 
Echols, W. 4. Barron and 'I?. W. 
Swank. 

In spite of the refusal of this noble 
handful to drink, Rome's barrooms con- 

tinued to multiply, until in 1900 there 
were thirteen on Broad Street, o r  an 
average of one for each block. Soon 
thereafter for a few years, due to the 
efforts of Seaborn Wright and others, 
the barrooms were voted out and a 
dispensary put in. "Package goods" 
were passed out from the east side of 
Broad Street midway between Third 
and Fourth Avenues. 

The following additional general in- 
formation is  furnished by one of the 
prohibitionists : 

The- prohibition bill was passed by 
the Georgia Senate July 14, 1907, by a 
vote of 34 to 7; in the House it pas! 
July 31 by a vote of 139 to 39. Gov- 
Hoke Smith signed the bill on the 31st, 
declaring "This is the happiest day of 
my life !" 

+ * * 
LAKES AND PONDS. - While 

there are no lakes of size in Floyd 
County, there are a number of bodies 
of water that  furnish sport in sum- 
mer for boaters, bathers and fisher- 
men, among which may be mentioned: 

DeSoto (Mobley Park) lake, which 
is to be enlarged for the boys of the 
D arlington school. 

Updegrove lake, Armuchee Creek, 
near the Dalton road. 

Wright & Powers' lake, Calhoun 
road, one mile north of the city limits 
of North Rome. 

Young's mill pond, Kingston road, 
eight miles northeast of Rome. 

Hackney's pond, half a mile north of 
Big Dry Creek, on the Summerville 
Road. 

"Woodstock" lake, two miles south- 



GEORGlA'S NRST G O V W O R  ANb A "POET LAUREATE." 
At left, James Edward Oglethorpe, leader who established the colony, and Sidney 

Lanier, whose verse won him world-wide fame. 

west of Cave Spring, on a place once W. A. Smith has a pond a t  1920 N. 
owned by the parents of Col. Francis Broad Street. 
S. Bartow. A number of others might be men- 

"Talalah" lake, between tioned which are not much more than 
stock" and Cave Spring, the property puddles. A few which are well re- 
of Robt. Swain Perry, of Philadelphia. membered to skaters in winter and 

fishermen in summer have dried up, lake, Horseleg Creek, Shor- notably a large pond in East  Rome ter the dam of which was near Silver Creek, between the Anchor nated by the Rotary Club of Rome. Duck Mill and the Etowah River, and 
Berry School lake, on the Berry cam- a pond in North Rome drained in 1864 

pus. by the Northern army. 
The Mountain Farm School lake, Dr. Jno. F. Lawrence is planning a 

also on the Berry grounds at the foot pond a t  "Glen Alto," his country de- 
of Lavender Mountain. velopment a t  Radio Springs, Coosa 

Sullivan pond, on the .John M. Gra- River road, and several others expect 
ham place, "Hillcrest," East Rome, to dam up their streams so as  to make 
near Silver Creek. places for year-round pleasure on an 

Crystal Springs Mill pond, Armu- adequate 
chee Creek. * + * 

The Tarvin pond, a t  Carlier Springs, 
two miles east of Rome. 

Jas. P. Jones' lake, below Black's 
Bluff. 

There is a natural fish pond three 
miles north of the court house on the 
Kingston road, owned by Mitchell Mo- 
ran (col.), 65 years of age and a 
great-grandfather, and a resident of 
Floyd County for 37 years. The pond 
is fringed with trees and is an acre 
and a half large. It is fed by two 
springs a t  the north end; there is no 
visible outlet, and i t  is supposed the 
water goes underground to  the Etowah 
River. The pond is stocked with small 
fish-mainly bass - and Mitchell 
charges folks a quarter to catch all 
they can. 

LANIER CIRCLE,-This literary 
and musical organization, like the 
Round Table Club of before the. Civil 
War, was established on old Shorter 
College Hill. A newspaper clipping 
from The Rome Tribune of May 1, 
1895, gives the officers as follows: Dr. 
A. J. Battle, president of Shorter Col- 
lege, president; Miss Mabel Hillyer, 
vice-president ; Miss Martha Berry, 
treasurer, and Mrs. Christopher Row- 
ell, secretary. 

The Circle was named after Sidney 
Lanier, poetical song bird of the South, 
and Montgomery M. Folsom, the Rome 
poet, wrote a clever poem to Lanier 
and presented it to the club. Since 
Lanier had once said he considered 
music and warm fire, next to wife, 



children, a home and friends, essen- 
tial to home life, music was introduced 
under the drection of Mrs. W. S. Mc- 
Henry, and the rest of each evening's 
program was devoted to literary pa. 
pers and discussions. Mrs. Jno. H. 
Reynolds and other leading Rome wom- 
en used to belong to the Circle, and 
many pleasant and profitable sessions 
were held, until interest that had been 
devoted to i t  gradually diffused and 
flowed-alas !-into various enterprises 
less devoted to aestheticism. * * *  

LEHARDY SPRINGS.-Some con- 
fusion arises between this term and 
the term "Carlier Springs." The place 
three miles east of Rome commonly 
known as "Carlier Springs," was own- 
ed by Gen. L. J. B. LeHardy and his 
son Camille LeHardy, but Louis Henry 
Carlier kept i t  during the Civil War. 
J. Paul Cooper offers the following 
explanation : 

"Eugene LeHardy bought the planta- 
tion afterward owned by Dr. G. W. 
Holmes, consisting of three land lots, 
on part of which I now live. The spring 
itself was on another land lot, original- 
ly belonging to the plantation which 
the East Rome Town Company bought 
and developed. Before that purchase, 

EUGENE LeHARDY de BEAULIEU, of 
Rome's Belgian colony, who went to Europe 
to buy supplies for the Confederate Army. 

however, the owner of that plantation 
had exchanged a corner lot, amounting 
to five acres, containing the spring, 
giving i t  to LeHardy in return for 
about the same area lying in one of 
LeHardyYs lots up toward Tubbs' 
Mountain. There is the small spring 
now owned by Dick Cothran. All this 
appears from the county records. 

"Colonel LeHardy had a t  that time, 
so f a r  as I know, only a log cabin, built 
on the hill almost exactly where my 
house is located, and not where Martin 
Grahame afterward built. There was 
a tenant house between LeHardy's set- 
tlement and the spring, in my boy- 
hood days, though whether i t  existed 
there in LeHardy's time I do not know. 
It was occupied by Pete Cato, and near 
that spot Martin Grahame built his 
house. The old cabin had burned and 
the place grown up in young timber 
before I bought the land on which I 
live. The scars of the burning, how- 
ever, were on the trees which stood 
near my first residence, one of them 
having closed over and been occupied 
by a swarm of wild bees. I found near 
the place where the old cabin stood a 
sweet briar rose, evidently planted 
there by LeHardy. A small root of it 
is still growing on the place." 

Dr. Henry LeHardy, of Chattanoo- 
ga, writes : 

"As well a s  I remember, my father, 
Gen. L. J. B. LeHardy, owned two lots 
of land, on the Spring Creek road, 
about three miles east of Rome. The 
spring was a large one, 4owing be- 
tween some big rocks, ana was sit- 
uated in a fine grove of t~ees-oaks, 
hickories, sweet gums and cedars. Eu- 
gene LeHardy owned a farm some- 
where between Rome and my father's 
plantation. I never saw his farm and 
could not say what kind of a spring 
was there. My father's spring was 
known to us a s  LeHardy's and is the 
one that is often called the 'Carlier 
Spring."' (See Carlier Springs). * * *  

LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODS.-Col- 
loquial terms have been applied to a 
number of sections of Floyd County. 
Before the war there were regularly 
organized voting districts known as  
Wolf Skin and Dirt Town, which later 
bore more dignified titles. 

Booger Hollow is about two miles 
south of Lindale. 

Lick Skillet is a part of South Rome. 
Pop Skull i s  on the Alabama road, 

west of Oak Park and Fairbanks. 
Possum Trot is between the Berry 

School buildings and the foot of Lav- 



ender Mountain, on the Berry farm. 
Tim-buck-too is on the Calhoun road 

adjoining the city limits in North 
Rome. 

Blue Gizzard and Beef Tongue are 
neighborhoods in Texas Valley. 

Chubbtown is a settlement of pros- 
perous and respectable negroes four 
miles southeast of Cave Spring, a t  the 
Polk County line. 

Hell's Hollow (now sometimes called 
Reservoir Hollow) is a colored section 
200 yards north of Ninth Avenue, 
three blocks above the old Seventh Ave- 
nue cemetery. 

Beaver Slide is on the north bank of 
the Oostanaula River in the Fourth 
Ward, above the Fifth Avenue bridge; 
bounded on the west by Avenue A. 

Goat Hill got its name from a herd 
of goats and is situated in East Rome, 
near Carlier Springs. 

Blossom Hill is one of the principal 
colored residence sections of Rome. It 
is an eminence that affords a fine view 
of the surrounding country, and is in 
the path of real estate development to 
the north. It is several blocks north 
of Eighth Avenue. 

* * *  
MAYORS O F  ROME. 

Explanatory Note.-Rome was in- 
corporated Dec. 21, 1847, by act of the 
Georgia Legislature a t  Milledgeville, 
and it is certain that  the city govern- 
ment was not set up much before 1849. 
Prior to this time-from and after 
1835, when the town was established- 
the "intendant" (superintendent) and 
the town marshal held undisputed 
sway. There is some question as to 
who certain of the mayors were before 
the Civil War, since various records 
were destroyed by fire and the names 
were never replaced. However, the fo1- 
lowing roster, perfected by various 
"old settlers," is believed to be the 
nearest approach to a complete list in 
existence. According to Virgil A. 
Stewart, one of Rome's oldest citizens, 
the first mayor was Dr. J. D. Dicker- 
son, a druggist, who came from New 
Orleans, La., and who returned there 
later. Others have made the same 
statement, and their version is  accept- 
ed in preference to that of an  individ- 
ual who claims the distinction for Wsm. 
Cook Gautier Johnstone (better known 
as Wm. Johnstone), a merchant and 
banker. Henry A. Gartrell was mayor 
in 1860. He ran against Geo. P. Bur- 
nett in 1859 and it is believed was 
elected. At 33 years of age Thos. W. 
Lipscomb became Rome's youngest 

mayor, in 1908. Ben C. Yancey was 
second youngest a t  35 in 1912, and he 
is  said to have been the only native- 
born mayor Rome has ever had. Sam 
and Jack King, however, were natives 
of Floyd County. The commission 
form of government was instituted in 
1915 and the late W. M. Gammon be- 
came the first head of the City Com- 
mission. During part of 1863 Capt. 
Jacob H. Hoss served as military "gov- 
ernor" for the Confederacy. 

Dr. J. D. Dickerson, 1849-50; Jas. P. 
Perkins, 1851 ; Nathan Yarbrough, 
1852; 1853 (?) ; Wm. C. G. Johnstone, 
1854 (?) ; 1855 (?) ; 1856 (?) ; Robt. D. 
Harvey, 1857; J. M. Sumter, 1858 (?) ; 
Henry A. Gartrell, 1859 ( ?) ; Henry A. 
Gartrell, 1860; Dr. Thos. Jefferson 
Word, 1861-2; Dr. Jno; M. Gregory 
and Capt. Jacob H. Hoss, C. S. A., 
1863; Geo. P. Burnett, 1864; Jas. No- 
ble, Jr., 1865; Daniel S. Printup, 1866; 
Chas. H. Smith, 1867-8; Zachariah B. 
Hargrove, 1869; Henry A. Smith, 
1870-1; Hugh Dickson Cothran, Sr., 
1872; W. F. Ayer, 1873-4; Judge Jas. 
M. Spullock, 1875; Thos. W. Alexan- 
der, 1876-7; Mitchell A. Nevin, 1878- 
79-80; Samuel Morgan, 1881; Jas. G. 
Dailey, 1882; Daniel S. Printup, 1883; 
Jack King, 18845; Samuel M. Knox, 
1886-7; W. F. Ayer, 1888-89; Almeron 
W. Walton, 1890-1; Samuel S. King, 
1892-3 ; Jno. D. Moore, 1894.5 ; Samuel 
S. King, 1896-7; Jno. J. Seay, 1898-9; 
Thompson Hiles, 1900-1; S. Dave 
Eanks, 1902-3; Chas. H. Lavender, 
1904-5; Judge Jno. W. Maddox, 1906- 
7; Thos. W. Lipscomb, 1908-10; J. W. 
Hancock, 1911-12; Benj. C. Yancey, 
1912-13; J. Dave Hanks, 1914. 

The "First Commissoners!' - W. 
M. Gammon, 1915; Chas. S. Pru- 
den, 1916; D. W. Simmons, 1917-18. 

Chairmen of Commissions-Jno. M. 
Vandiver, 1919; Isaac May, 1920; Er - 
nest E. Lindsey, 1921-2 (incumbent). 

* * *  
Mayors and Councilmen, 1866-1894. 

(From Tribune clipping of 1894.) - 
The first mayor after the war was 
James Noble, Jr., who served in that 
capacity in 1865. 

I n  1866, Daniel S. Printup was 
mayor, and the following were his 
councilmen: Jesse Lamberth, T. J. 
Perry, Samuel Gibbons, J. H. Cooper, 
Sam Noble and John M. Quinn; H. A. 
Smith was clerk. 

I n  1867-68, Chas. H. Smith (Bill 
Arp) was mayor and Messrs. Lam- 
berth, Perry, Jas. Noble, Sr., D. M. 
Hood, J. W. Hooper, Jr., and J. C. 
Pemberton were councilmen. 



Major Z. B. Hargrove was mayor in 
1869. In  that year T. J. Perry, C. H. 
Smith, J. C. Rawlins, Jas. Noble, J. 
M. Gregory and J. J. Cohen were the 
councilmen. 

Henry A. Smith was mayor in 1870- 
1871, and Hugh Dickson Cothran, Sr., 
in 1872. 

In  1873, Ma.ior W. F. Ayer was 
mayor and G. W. Holmes, T. McGuire, 
R. V. Mitchell, W. L. Whitely and A. 
T. Hardin were councilmen; Henry 
Norton was clerk. 

Major Ayer was also mayor in 1874 
and had with him the following coun- 
cilmen: T. McGuire, R. V. Mitchell, 
C. H. Smith, C. G. Samuel, J. E. Veal 
and R. J. Gwaltney; J. F. Shanklin 
was clerk. 

J. M. Spullock was mayor in 1875. 
Jesse Lamberth, J. G. Dailey, W. M. 
Shropshire, Geo. Bowen, J. L. Camp 
and Wm. West were councilmen. J. 
W. Meakin was elected councilman 
during this year to fill an unexpired 
term. - 

In 1876 the council was composed of 
T. W. Alexander, mayor; R. S. Norton, 
J. G. Dailey, Whn. West, J. C. Raw- 
lins, J. W. Bones and J. W. Meakin. 
J. F. Shanklin was clerk. This was 
the council that issued the bonds which 
are soon to be redeemed. 

In  1877, T. W. Alexander remained 
as mayor, with the same council excent 
that Messrs. Frank Woodruff and W. 
F. Ayer succeeded Messrs. Dailey and 
Meakin. 

City Clerk M. A. Nevin was elected 
mayor in 1878 with the following 
strong council: J. G. Dailey, C. T. 
Clements, Jas. Noble, Halstead Smith, 
John J. Seay and T. J. Williamson. 
W. W. Seay was the clerk. 

This council served until 1880, when 
Mayor Nevin was again re-elected with 
the following council: T. J. Wjlliam- 
son, Jas. Noble, P. H. Hardin, E. H. 
West, Jack King and W. L. Whitely. 

In 1881 Major Sam Morgan was 
elected mayor and Messrs. Jas. Noble, 
E. H. West, T. J. Williamson, M. M. 
Pepper, W. M. Towers and J. W. Wil- 
liams were elected councilmen. This 
council elected Col. Nevin clerk, and he 
has served in that capacity down to the 
present day. 

J. G. Dailey was the mayor in 1882, 
and with Judge Dailey were James 
Wyatt, R. A. Denny, R. T. Hargrove, 
Joe Printup, R. H. West and F. Wood- 
rcff as  councilmen. 

Col. D. S. Printup was mayor m 
1883, and J. F. Shanklin, Jack King, 

12. A. Denny, R. T. Hargrove, Sam 
Knox and A. W. Walton were the 
councilmen. 

Jack King was mayor in 1884. Mr. 
King had as  his council W. H. Ward- 
law, W. H. Adkins, M. C. Mathis, S. 
M. Knox, C. T. Clements and R. T. 
Hargrove. Mr. Hargrove resigned and 
W. T. McWilliams was elected to fill 
his unexpired term. 

In 1884 the charter was so changed 
that councilmen and mayors were to 
serve two years and could not succeed 
themselves. The following year Mayor 
King and Councilmen Adkins, Knox 
and McWilliams retained their posi- 
tions and Messrs. T. J. Williamson, W. 
M. Towers and H. S. Lansdell were 
elected to succeed Messrs. Wardlaw, 
Mathis and Clements. 

Sam. Knox was elected mayor in 
1886. J. C. Printup, S. S. King and 
J. T. Vandiver were elected council- 
men. Shortly before this election, the 
Fourth Ward was admitted into the 
city and at this time J. W. Mitchell 
and W. A. m i g h t  were elected to rep- 
resent her. 

The charter was again changed so 
councilmen were to be elected every 
year, one from each ward to serve 
two years, and in 1887 W. H. Adkins, 
A. W. Walton. W. T. Smith and J. I. 
Wright were elected to succeed Messrs. 
Williamson, Towers, Lansdell and 
Mitchell. 

The council of 1888 was composed 
of W. F. Ayer, mayor. and W. H. Ad- 
kins, W. W. Seay, A. W. Walton, H. S. 
Lansdell, W. T. Smith, Jack King, J. 
I. Wright and H. D. Hill. 

In  1889, Messrs. J. C. Printup, M. C. 
Mathis, John J. Seay and John D. 
Moore were elected to succeed Messrs. 
Adkins, Walton, Smith and Wright. 
This was Mayor-elect Moore's first 
service and his election was somewhat 
of a surprise, as he defeated J. W. 
Mitchell, who was a t  that  time con- 
sidered one of the strongest men in the 
Fourth Ward. While serving in this 
council, Mr. Moore demonstrated his 
"backbone," if we mag so express it, 
by standing single handed by the 
mayor in fining the violators of the 
prohibition law, where the entire coun- 
cil was against hlm. H. D. Hill had 
previous to this time resigned from 
the council and J. K. Williamson was 
elected to succeed him. 

The election of 1890 was very excit- 
ing, the candidates for mayor being 
Messrs. A. W. Walton and W. R. Seay. 
The Fifth Ward had just been admit- 
ted and added enthusiasm to the race. 



AT SAM GRAHAM'S BARBECUE, 20 YEARS AGO. 
Among the "merrymakers" can be seen Oscar McWilliams. John Graham. Rob Rounsa- 

ville, Reuben Towers, Laurie Cothran, Mortimer Griffin, Ed. Maddox, Rob Yancey. Bolling 
Sullivan, Me1 Gammon. Rob Graves, Walter Cothran, John C. Reese, Wm. Ad Wright, Capt. 
Jno. J. Seay, Moses Wright, Dr. T. R. Carlington, Foster Graham. Wilson Hardy and 
Horace Johnson. 

Walton was elected with the entire 
ticket and the council this year stood: 

Mayor, A. W. Walton; councilmen, 
J. C. Printup, J. R. Cantrell, M. C. 
Mathis, S. M. Knox, John J. Seay, S. 
S. King, J ~ h n  D. Moore, J. W. Mitchell. 
Messrs. M. M. Pepper and D. Turner 
were elected to represent the Fifth 
Ward. In  1891 C. W. Underwood, W. 
H. Steele, J. L. Camp, C. W. Morris 
and T. J. McCaffrey were the council- 
men elected. 

In  1893, Mayor King and his ticket 
were elected, defeating Mayor-elect 
Moore, but  in 1894, i t  is Moore's in- 
ning. 

The councilmen since 1894 follow: 
1894-First Ward, A. B. McArver; 

Second, W. J. Neel; Third, H. G. Stof- 
fregen, Sr. ; Fourth, Walter Harris ; 
Fifth, T. J. McCaffrey. 

1895-First Ward, Geo. F. Chidsey, 
Jr.; Second, Sam M. Lowry; .Third, 
Joel Branham; Fourth, J. A. Glover; 
Fifth, Tom L. Cornelius. 

1896-First Ward, Dr. Lindsay 
Johnson ; Second, Thompson Hiles ; 
Third, J. A. Gammon; Fourth, Wm. 
J. Gordon; Fifth, J. D. Hanks. 

1897-First Ward, Frank J. Kane, 
Sr.; Second, W. T. Jones; Third, Rich- 
ard A. Denny; Fourth, Chas. W. Mor- 
ris; Fifth, J. Dallis Turner. 

1898-First Ward, A. B. McArver; 
Second, D. B. Hamilton, Jr.; Third, 
B. T. Haynes; Fourth, Walter Harris; 
Fifth, Tom J. Reese. 

1899-First Ward, C. E. McLin; 
Second, Albert G. Ewing, Jr.; Third, 
Hunter H. McClure; Fourth, Hiram 
D. Hill; Fifth, J. Robert Cantrell. 

1900-First Ward, Frank J. Kane; 
Second, Chas. S. Pruden and D. E. 
Lowry, Sr.; Third, Chas. B. Wilburn; 
Fourth, Asbury Randle; Fifth, J. Dave 
Hanks. 

1901-First Ward, Wm. M. Towers, 
Sr.; Second, Harper Hamilton; Third, 
Chas. H. Lavender; Fourth, Harry  W. 
Williamson ; Fifth, P. H. Vandiver. 

1902-First Ward, John M. Graham; 
Second, Chas. S. Pruden; Third, Jos. 
B. Owens; Fourth, Hugh McCrary; 
Fifth, J. G. Pollock. 

1903-First Ward, John C. Printup; 
Second, A. B. Arrington; Third, J. W. 
Hancock; Fourth, Chas. W. Morris; 
Fifth, Jas. B. King. 

1904-First Ward, Robt. W. Graves; 
Second, John M. Graham; Third, Har- 
r y  C. Harrington; Fourth, Asbury 
Randle; Fifth, P. H. Vandiver. 

1905-First Ward, F. H. Moore; Sec- 
ond, A. B. Arrington; Third, J. W. 
Hancock; Fourth, Harry W. William- 
son; Fifth, J. G. Pollock. 

1906-First Ward, Frank J. Kane; 
Second, Jas. M. Lay;  Third, Chas. H. 
Lavender, Fourth, Geo. A. H. Harris; 
Fifth, J. Dave Hanks. 

1907-First Ward, J. W. Russell; 
Second, Chas. B. Goetchius; Third, J. 
W. Hancock; Fourth, Harry W. Wil- 
liamson; Fifth, J. G. Pollock; Sixth, 



....................; Seventh, Peter D. Burks 
and W. M. Gammon. 

1908-First Ward, E. W. Best; Sec- 
ond, D. B. Hamilton, Jr.; Third, Isaac 
May; Fourth, Luke C. Mitchell, Jr.; 
Fifth, P. H. Vandiver; Sixth, Frank 
W. Copeland; Seventh, Thos. L. Lloyd. 

1909-First Wlard, Wm. DeLay; Sec- 
ond, Wm. P. Harbin; Third, Frank 
M. Irwin; Fourth, Walter Harris; 
Fifth, Cary J. King; Sixth, Frank W. 
Copeland; Seventh, Frank B. Freeman. 

1910-First Ward, Sam J. Powers; 
Second, Richard M. Johnston; Third, 
Isaac May; Fourth, J. K. Williamson. 

1911-First Ward, T. Berry Broach; 
Second, Luke G. McDonald; Third, 
Frank M. Irwin; Fourth, Dan 0. By- 
ars; Fifth, P. H. Vandiver; Sixth, 
Frank W. Copeland; Seventh, Wm. L. 
Daniel. 

1912-Aldermen : Frank S. Barron, 
E. W. Best and Rufus W. McClain. 

1913-First Ward, T. Berry Broach; 
Second, Philip J. Mullen; Third, L. F. 
McKoy; Fourth, J. W. Keown; Fifth, 
P. H. Vandiver; Sixth, Frank W. 
Copeland; Seventh, W n  L. Daniel. 

1914-Aldermen : Cornelius Terhune, 
Chas. T. Jervis and C. 0. Walden. 

1915-Commission government insti- 
tuted. W. M. Gammon, first commis. 
sioner; Ernest E. Lindsey, second com- 
missioner; A. B. Arrington, Frank B. 
Holbrook, J. P. Jones, commissioners. 

1916-Chas. S. Pruden, chairman; 
1917-18, D. W. Simmons, chairman; 
1919, John M. Vandiver, Second 
Ward, chairman; L. F. McKoy, First 
Ward; Isaac May, Third Ward; C. F. 
Gaines, Fourth Ward; R. Earl Young, 
Fifth Ward; W. C. Atkinson, Sixth 
Ward; H. B. Cruise, Seventh Ward, 
commissioners; 1920, Isaac May, chair- 
man; L. F. McKoy, First Ward; Har- 
per IEamilhn, Second Ward; Hugh 
Burnes, Fourth Ward; Ben Gann, 
Fifth Ward; W. C. Atkinson, Sixth 
Ward; Henry B. Cruise, Seventh Ward, 
commissioners. 1921-22, Ernest E. 
Lindsey, chairman; L. F. McKoy, First 
Ward; Isaac May, Third Ward; Hugh 
Burnes, Fourth Ward; Ben Gann, 
Fifth Ward; W. C. Atkinson, Sixth 
Ward; H. B. Cruise, Seventh Ward, 
commissioners. 

Soon after the death in 1922 of Com- 
missioner Burnes, W. H. Burnes, his 
father, was elected; and Geo. Berry 
Hawkins was elected to succeed Isaac 
May, resigned. 

* * * 
MILLER RIFLES.-The following 

sketch and roster were obtained 

through courtesy of Jno. W. Quarles, 
whose father, Frank W. Quarles, was 
an original member. This record was 
filed with the Floyd County ordinary 
in August, 1898, in compliance with a 
state law passed just prior to that 
time : 

The Miller Rifles left Rome about 
May 15, 1861. It was one of the ten 
companies forming the Eighth Georgia 
Volunteer regiment as organized in 
May a t  Richmond, Va. The company 
was named in honor of Dr. H. V. M. 
Miller, of Rome, one of the most dis- 
tinguished physicians in the south. 

Col. Francis S. Bartow was in com- 
mand and Lieut. Col. W. M. Gardner, 
of Rome; Maj. T. L. Cooper and Adj. 
J. L. Branch regimental officers. 

The regiment was ordered to Har- 
per's Ferry, Va., and joined the forces 
commanded by Gen. Joseph E. John- 
ston. It was one of the few regiments 
which bore the brunt of the fighting 
in the first battle of Manassas, July 
21, 1861, in which the loss in killed 
and wounded was fearful. 

The regiment served through the 
war in a brigade commanded first by 
Gen. Jones and later by Gen. George 
T. Anderson, better known as "Tige" 
Anderson. They formed a part of 
Longstreet's corps in the army of 
Northern Virginia, and participated in 
nearly every battle in which Gen. Lee's 
army was engaged, and surrendered 
with 'him and the army on April 9, 
1865, a t  Appomattox, Va. Of the six- 
teen officers when the company was 
organized, only three were living a t  
the time the ' above record was filed: 
Col. John R. Towers, A. C. Morrison, 
first corporal, and F. L. Miller, mu- 
sician. 

The Miller Rifles was afterwards 
known as Company E, Eighth Georgia 
Regiment Volunteers. 

Original organization officers : 
Captain--John R. Towers, promoted 

to lieutenant colonel and then colonel. 
First Lieut.-Edward W. Hull (re- 

signed December, 1861). 
Second Lieut.-Dunlap Scott, pro- 

moted to first lieutenant and then cap- 
tain. 

Third Lieut.-A. R. Harper, pro- 
moted to major, First  Georgia Cavalry, 
and then lieutenant colonel. 

First Sergt.-Oswell B. Eve, died of 
wounds received a t  First Battle of 
Manassas. 

Second Sergt.-J. M. Berry, dis- 
charged for wounds received a t  First 
Battle of Manassas. 


