
Camp Meetings 

Georgia is a camp 
meeting state and all 
the history of camp : b  

meetings h a s not 
been written. They 
come and go. Dooly 
County and Liberty 
County have camp 
meetings in opera- 
tion and there may 
be others as far as I 
know. Also Tatnall 
County. 

T h e  G a s l c i n  REV. GREEN TAYLOR 

Springs camp meet- A distinguished camp meeting preacher 

ing was started about before the war. 

1895. Gaslrin Springs is situated about two miles east 
of Douglas on the east side of the Seventeen-Mile 
Creek. 

Mr. Joel Gaskin donat,ed four acres of land to 
certain trustees named in the deed with the expressed 
provision that the said land was to be used as camp 
meeting purposes. The lands to revert to the donor 
when it ceased to be used for camp meeting purposes. 
This deed carried with it the right to use the water 
from Gaskin Springs for the camp meetings. A large 
pavillion was built near the spring. 'llhe pavillioii 
would seat several hundred people. A bridge was 
built across the Seventeen-Mile Creek for pec1estria.n~ 
between Douglas and the Springs. Many families from 
Douglas, Broxton, and people from surrounding 



counties built houses, where their families moved and 
kept open house during the camp meeting times for 
ten days once a year. The camp meeting was under 
the supervision of the Methodist Church. The pre- 
siding elder of the Douglas church had charge of the 
camp grounds and selected the preachers. However, 
ministers of all denominations were invited to preach. 
Several services would be held each day. The first 
service was held at sunrise. The second service was 
held at eleven o'clock. The third service ,was held 
at 3 P. M., the last service was held at 8 P. M. Much 
attention was given to the singing of many beautiful 
gospel songs. Many special services were held for 
children. Sundown prayer meetings were held in 
front of the various cottages. All the tenters would 
gather up and go around together. Service would be 
held in front of each cottage until all the cottages 
were visited. 

It was the purpose of the camp meeting management 
to have the best Gospel preachers in the country. 
When the weather was good people would come from 
other counties to attend the camp meetings. In  old 
days the camp served a good purpose. The people 
and the churches were so sparsely settled that they 
had not much chance to attend church and the camp 
meeting was intended to furnish preaching to these 
scattered communities. But as the years went by the 
need for the ca.mp meeting largely disappeared. It 
developed. into n. mere social gatliering where people 
went to  see their friends ancl have an outing f o r  two 
or three clays. Some of these old-time canlp meeting 
preachers were very unique. &!I. C. Austin, for in- 
stance, on one occasion at Gaslrin Springs was preach- 



ing on "Family Training" and the home life of ithe 
people. His remarks were directed mainly to that 
class of men who run around at night. He says you 
men know when Coffee County was the best sheep 
county in the state, that men had trouble with dogs 
killing their sheep. A sheep-killing dog is one of the 
most despised things in all the world and they are the 
hardest things to catch in killing the sheep. They 
know how to cover up their sins, but at  last the 
preacher said, "The way to locate a sheep-killing dog 
was to look at his teeth; if there was wool in his 
teeth the evidence was satisfactory and the dog was 
killed." The preacher having laid the foundation for 
his argument then raised his hand high above his head 
and declared, "It is quite certain that some of you 
men have wool in your teeth." 

In course of the camp meeting services, many special 
meetings were held. Some for children, some for 
fathers and mothers, and some for old people. All 
the special meetings were very interesting. I must 
tell you about the meeting for old men held one 
Sunday afternoon at  the Gaskin Camp Meeting 
Tabernacle. A large group of old men seated them- 
selves around the rostrum and many of them sat on the 
"Mourners Bench." One old brother read a scripture 
and several old-time hymns were sung and then the 
meeting thrown open for talks. Many good talks were 
made, but I shall tell you only about one which im- 
pressed me inore than all the others. A very old man 
who llacl livecl s Goilly life and who was ripe for the 
tomb made a. talk like this, as near as I can remember: 
"My brethren, the years of my life are more than three 
score years and ten. I have know11 what it was to be 



young and now I know what it is t o  be old. Many 
people discount old age and make light remarks about 
old age, like this: 'Old age is honorable,' yes, he said, 
'Old age is honorable,' and i t  is more than that. It 
is God's plan for some of us t o  grow old. When a 
man gets as old as I am it shows that he has been 
wonderfully blessed by God. There is just one way 
to keep from getting old and that way is to die while 
you are young. I prefer living to be old rather than 
dying young. The secret of being old and being happy 
is to be reconciled to God's will about these things. 
God wants some of us to be old. He has a use for old 
men and women, if we will bnly realize that we are 
old and be reconciled to God's will and find our places 
in the world as old men and women and then try and 
fill the place that God has planned for ourselves. The 
reason that so many old men are grouchy and dis- 
satisfied with life is because they are not willing for 
Cod's will to be done about; their lives. They want 
to stay young and God wants them old, but when an 
old man trys to play young he makes himself silly and 
the laughing stoclr of sensible people. I am willing 
to be as old as God wants me to be and I am trying 
to find my place as an old man and to do God's will 
more perfectly in this world. I am not concerned 
about how much longer I live nor how soon I die, I 
am leaving all this in the hands of my Lord. I le  knows 
what is best and I am His." 

"An old grouchy Inan once wrote sollie lines lilrc 
this : 'The ~vorlil t~urns over and over, 

Ancl the sun sinks into the sea ; 
And ~vhet l~er  I live or  die, 
No one cares for me.' 



"My brethren., these are not  iny sentiments and I do 
not think they arc the sentimellts of  any Godly* old 
people. I thinlr the poem should be changed to some- 
thing like this: 

'The world turns over and over, 
And the sun sinks into the sea; 
And whether I live or  die, 
It all, looks good t o  me.' 

"With an unfailing faith in Jesus Christ and this 
philosophy of life every old person could be happy 
and content and count it all a joy to be able t o  live 
a long and use£ ul life. 9 ,  



The Language of the Birds 
It is surprising how little wc linow about the birds 

who sing and play about us every day. They have 
a language all their own, and if you are familiar with 
the birds in Coffee County, you will know one when 
he speaks. The best known singer among all the birds, 
perhaps, is the Mocking Bird. Ile sings day and night 
sometimes, and there is no bird that can produce as 
many notes as the Mocking Bird. The Brown Thrush 
comes next. He sings beautifully, but does not sing 
very much. His place to sing is to perch himself upon 
the top most bough of some tree. The Robin is a good 
singer but they sing very seldom and we find many 
people who grew up on the farm who have never heard 
a Robin sing. The Robin is a very sweet singer but 
his songs are short and far between. Once upon a time 
just about sunrise a Robin, sitting on the highest limb 
of a dead pine tree in front of our home, sat there and 
sang for an hour. His notes were beautiful, but he 
sang in a sweet, subdued tone. 

Every boy knows the language of a Bob White. 
They seem, to say, "Old Bob White, are yonr peas 
most ripe?" 

The field lark who sneaks around yonr fields in the 
early spring, pulls up your corn, will fly upon the 
fence or perch himself in some nearby tree and sing, 
"I have been here three years," and he means to say 
that he will stay just as long as ever he pleases. 

Chickens also have a language of their own. The 
old hen will put on her best looks, walk up beside of 
her old man and say, "I have to do this and I have 
to do that, and I have t o  go barefooted." The dear 



old man puts on a, sulapriscil loolc anti answers with all 
the dignity that he c:ommands, ''If I can't gel; a shoe 
to fit your foot, to fit your foot, how can I help it." 

The Whip-poor-will says, "Stick fire to the white 
oak." And so with all the birds. They sing and talk. 

Birds, Fishes and Fowls 

No history of any country would be complete with- 
out its birds, fishes, and fowls. In naming the birds, 
fishes and fowls in Coffee County, I shall name only 
those generally known by the people of Coffee County. 

Turtledove, Partridge, Lark, Bluebird, Tomtit, Bull 
Bat, Whip-poor-will, Buzzards, Eagle, Kingfisher, Cat- 
bird, Ricebirds, Jay Birds, Blackbirds, Sapsucker, 
many varieties of Sparrows, Humming Bird, Mock- 
ing Bird, Crow, Hawks-many varieties, Carrion Crow, 
Killdeer, Kingbird, Woodpecker, Redbird, Robin, 
Thrush, Swallows, Ducks, Snipe, Owls, Chick-a-dees, 
English Sparrows. 

Fish 

Fresh-water Trout, Mud Cat, War-mouth Perch, 
Red-eyed Perch and others, Red-belly Perch, Stump 
Hnocker, Jack, Pike, Perch-several varieties, Mud 
Fish. 

Fowls 

Chickens, Cranes, Turkeys, .Ducks and others, Geese, 
Guinea. 



Uy Mrs. lJon Dickey 

To think of the trees of CoEee County, as I knew 
them from about 1885 to 1900, is to bring a vision 
of an almost unbroken forest of long leaf yellow pine, 
boxed and scraped for turpentining, in some instances 
left untouched in their beauty and natural state. Long; 
straight roads led through them, and their cool, breezy 
aisles were filled with the music of the swaying boughs 
and the songs of wild birds flitting among them. 

Besides the wealth in na.val stores which it brought 
t o  the "Many Captains of Industry," these trees have 
provided houses and storehouses fo r  its populace, 
fences for their flocks, bridges over the ever flowing, 
turbulent streams, a.nd innumerable other things. 

The Tree Family 

There were many other species of the pine besides 
the long leaf, among them the short leaf, the pitch 
pine, the loblolly or low-field pines, and a dear little 
short leaf Christmas tree pine in the swamps and 
lowlands that closely resembled the celebrated spruce 
pine of northern climates. 

Classed with these might also be the red cedar 
which might easily have been grown in commercial 
quantities, being the same that is used for making 
pencils, moth-proof chests, linen closets, and for 
ornamental posts and many purposes. There was also 
the white cedar, or arbor vitae, useful f o r  many 
things, which was only for hedge and ornamental 
purposes. 



The great bald cypress, with its creeping, angular 
knees, furnished a soft wood that has worked into 
shingles, barrel staves, fence posts, door panels, and 
construction of many types. 

The "bay" in front of our home was not a body of 
water, but a thicket of evergreen trees with their great 
oray trunks and their glossy leaves lined underneath a 

with silver that glistened in the sun when the wind 
stirred them. They bore fragrant white blossoms in 
summer, and in early spring the rose bays blossomed 
profusely making a perfect mass of pink blooms 
around the borders of the swamp. 

The Sturdy Oak 

I shall carry to my grave visions of sandy hillsides 
covered with great scarlet oaks hung with gray 
Spanish moss. In the spring they showed innumerable 
shades of green, tan and brown in their budding leaves 
and silky catkins or tassels. These colors intermingled 
with the green of the holly and cedar and the starry 
gleam of white blossoming dogwood, the misty rose 
and lavender of wild crabapple and Judas tree bloom, 
and the crimson of budding maple, made a scene t o  
rest tired eyes and lift one's spirit. 

- But autumn changed these great oaks into one 
flaming forest after a long summer of dark, glossy 
green coolness, then laid a thick carpet of brown for 
the short cool winter. This carpet was swept away 
by the blustery March winds. 

Then there were many species of useful trees in the 
oak family, tanbark, shingle oak, post oak, iron oak, 
pin oak, willow oak, and great barren oaks (the 
negroes called them "bar'n oaks," and I thought for 



many years that barns were made of them). Many of 
these oaks bore acorns which fattened. the hogs and 
fed the squirrels, deer, birds, and other wild life. 

Thp Basket Oak 

The sweetest in my memory are the basket oaks, or 
white oaks. Splits were peeled from these and woven 
into baskets for cotton, laundry, and some of fancier 
type were painted for parlor wood containers and to 
hold magazines. 

The little babies were often cradled in long baskets 
made of these, and often the little colored babies of 
former slaves were suspended in these from the droop- 
ing limbs of great water oaks to the edge of the fields, 
and as parents reached the ends of the rows they 
would set them swinging and croon their unf or gettab1.e 
songs to them as they hoed away, or resumed their 
cotton picking, corn gathering, or potato digging. 

Many of these great old water oaks still stand, their 
great trunks dotted with pale green lichens and draped 
about with soft grey-green Spanish moss, and with 
wild birds flitting among their decaying branches. I 
would think that one of them might be cut down to 
within a few feet of the ground and covered with 
mortar or cement and some fitting memorial be written 
on it for the faithful old slaves who rest unnoticed in 
the old neglected cemeteries nearby. 

Other Tree Families 

The moods of my plantation home were thick with 
giant hickories bearing various sizes of nuts, one 
shaped like a top, another round and large, others 
small and sweet. 



The wood of these hickory trees was fashioned into 
axe handles and parts for many useful farm imple- 
ments, made into mauls, chairs, and many other things. 

Great tree trunks of some kind, I think poplar, were 
fashioned into watering troughs for the stock, salting 
troughs for meat, feed troughs for the stables, and 
laundry troughs for the " wash house. " 

There was a shop with a bellows we loved to watch 
where various things were made, including tubs for 
sugar, lard, vats for syrup, there being negroes 
specially trained for this service, which passed out 
almost too early for me to  remember, my most vivid 
recollection being of a casket made for a colored 
person. 

The Black Walnut 

We had many large black walnut trees, and though 
we used these only for their shade and the delicious 
black walnut meat for cakes, candies, and salted nuts, 
I see them being planted over vast acres now to be 
used for furniture, gun stocks, airplane propellers, 
and many important things. 

Other trees of value which were purely ornamental 
with us, or handed down as a natural heritage, were 
oreat. magnolias with their massive, fragrant white b 

blossoms and pods of red seeds; sycamore with gleam- 
ing white t,runks; tupelos with yellow tulip-like blos- 
soms in spring and gold leaves in autumn; black gum, 
ash, holly, elm, beech, alder, cottonwood, hackberries, 
locust, maple, persimmon, false mulberry, poplar, 
swamp bay, willow, chinaberry, sourwood, thorntree, 
and evergreen or cherry laurel. 

The woods of many of these are being used for 
making tennis racquets, golf sticks, baseball bats, 



Pullman car interiors, automobile bodies, furniture, 
and many other things. 

Our Chewing Gums 

A grove of sweet gum trees furnished our glun supply. 
We scarred the great olcl trunks and with a knife or 
pointed instrument transferred the white syrup to 
our mouths, where it became a wad of g ~ u a  

And, although we "snitched" it from each other 
and fought for its possession, our old colored mammy 
never interfered and I never knew a case of "hydro- 
phobic" or a.ny other dreaded disease to be transmitted 
through the exchange. 

These sweet gum trees were particularly beautiful 
in autumn, being a deep blood-red, and I learn that 
its wood is now used for "satin walnut" in veneering 
furniture, and for paving blocks, and many other 
things. 

The Medicine Trees 

A visitor on these grounds not long since told me 
that he counted thirty-six different varieties of trees 
in one acre and a quarter, so it is impossible to name 
them all, but I must touch on the "medicine trees." 

The cherry trees yielded their bark for many medic- 
inal uses; the root of the sassafras mas much sought 
after in the spring, its delicious tea being one of m y  
sweetest springtime memories, and creamy flowers in 
early spring were only surpassed in beauty by its 
leaves in autumn, being a mixture of gold, crimson 
and bronze set off with clusters of bright red berries. 

The famous "black drink" handed down from the 
Indians was ma,de from the yaupon tree, o r  cassena 



berry, called now swamp holly. This is much used 
for decorative purposes at Christmas times, its wealth 
of bright red berries making it particularly appro- 
priate. Thus is "Liex vomitoria," and the drink is 
an emetic. 
~l great many of these great old trees bore great 

bunches of mistletoe, which was also popular in 
decoration. 

Many pecans have been planted in place of the trees 
which stood in this old grove, and their flavor is said 
t o  be a superior one owing, it is thought, to their 
proximity t o  the great hickories and walnuts; in fact, 
the pecan limbs have been grafted into the trunks of 
the hickories in many instances. 

Of the future of these I take the liberty of quoting 
Honorable Chase S. Osborn, former  overno nor of 
Michigan, whose winter home is at Poulan, about fifty 
miles away. 

Value of Pecan Trees 

Says Governor Osborn in this treasured sketch, 
"Why I Think Georgia is Perfect," published in a 
state paper: 
"The value of the pecan as a nut-producing tree is 

appreciated, but its arboreal value is as yet little 
valued. Some day pecan trees will be planted here 
for their timber. A member of the hicoria family, the 
wood of the pecan is as hard as you can wish. Later 
we will utilize pecan tree timber. Then, there is an- 
other value attached to pecan trees. Do you wonder 
why South Georgia is so healthful, why your towns 
have so remarkably low a death rate? May it not be 
due to the fact that pecan trees, which abound here 



in millio~is consume carbon dioxide in unusually great 
quantities, giving forth again purest . oxygen ? Does 
that sound like a wild theory? Maybe, but I do not 
doubt that there is truth to it." 

Other Values in Tkees 

Then there is the valne of the last leaf crop t o  the 
building up of the soil. I recall an instance of some 
forty years ago at my plantation home. A visitor from 
the southwest remarlred to my father that he did not  
realize the wealth that lay in the century of leaf-mold 
- - -- - - - -- - - - - - -. a - - --- - - - - - - - - -  . - - _ _ _ I _ _  _ _ 

SHERIFFS 
1. W. M. TANNER, 1916-1928. 
2. R. C.  RELIHAN, 1928-now serving. 
3. WILLIAM TANNER, 1889-1893-1895-1901. 
4. W. W. SOUTHERLAND,' 1901-1906. 



packed away under the trees in the Ocmulgee River 
swamp, using them as fertilizer as florists and or- 
chardists of other localities did. 

Acting on the suggestion, my father sent wagons into 
the swamp and brought out several loads of this leaf- 
mold and had it worlred into the vegetable garden. 
Then the fun began. 

A certain wag on the place declared that the 
watermelon vines tore off all its young melons running 
around so fast and that the Irish potatoes played hop- 
scotch wit,h each other after crowding themselves out 
of the ground: In trut.h, I never saw such vegetables 
and things as that ground produced, and fruit trees 
around where some of it was spread grew amazingly 
ahead of otliers. 

It was my father's plan to follow the use of this 
extensively, but alas, after a rigorous winter in At- 
lanta, where he represented t,he 5th district as Senator, 
1890-91, fell ill and was unable to carry out his plan. 

A Bee Tree 

My mind goes back to a spring morning when we 
enjoyed a bee tree cutting on our place. I t  was dis- 
covered by Mr. Duncan McLean who thereby shared 
its wealth of golden honey with our family, and 
there were a number of invited guests outside. 

This was a great hollow pine tree which the bees 
had filled with honey lrnown as the gall berry blossoms 
type. This gall berry bush is a species of the 11olly 
family, known as black, and its blossom yields a su- 
perior quality of honey, along with the bloom of the 
tyty bushes. 



The pine was great and tall, and it required a lot 
of cutting before it gave up the ghost and crashed 
through the blossoming wild shrubbery, carrying many 
other small trees along with it. But the delightful 
flavor of the honey was worth all of them. 

Down to  Daxien 

When my father needed money', he took a group of 
colored farm hands into the river swamp for a number 
of successive days, then began preparation for drifting 
the great rafts of yellow pine logs to Darien to be 
turned into money. The negroes called it  "Dairy 
Ann," and it was one of the burning desires of my 
young life to  see that queer port of which they talked 
after their semi-annual excursion there with these 
rafts. 

We sat on the river bank and watched them raft 
the great logs, while back in the great old kitclien 
were smells that I know I shall never enjoy again, 
home-made light bread, potato pone, parching green 
coffee, barbecuing pork and other meats, baking ginger 
bread and other things to eat on the journey. 

Occasionally a steamboat passed by, fanning the 
drooping branches of the pale green sand bar willows, 
and stopping the work of pinning together the great 
logs as they rode np and down with the disturbed 
mud-yellow waters. 

The F10,wering Trees 

After they had waved us good-bye and the last raft 
had disappeared around the bend, we went back to 
the house along a roacl lined with beautiful flowering 



locusts, wild plmn i.rees, silky white tassels of the 
fringe tree, bcttcr I<no\\rn a s  " grandfathcr 's beard, " 
and festoons of vii~rs covcred with red tru~npcl; blos- 
soms. 

In  the old sand yard were great lagerstroemia trees, 
now called crape myrtle, with their light brown 
shining trunks and great panicles of crinkled and ruf- 
fled pink bloom, the accacies, the cape. jasmine or 
gardenia with its fragrant waxen white bloom, the 
English hawthorn with its wealth of snowy white 
blossoms in spring and red haws in autumn, the mock 
orange or syringa, and many others dear to the heart 
of Coffee County home makers. 

Know the Trees 

Julia Ellen Rogers, who has compiled a wonderful 
tree guide, the study of which has helped me to de- 
scribe many of the trees in this little sketch, prefaces 
one of her books with this: 
"It is natural ' that trees, which are greatest in all 

the plant kingdom, should inspire in us the highest 
admiration. Their terms of life so far outrun the 
puny human span! They stand so high, and spread 
so high, and spread so far their sheltering arms! We 
bless them for the gifts they bring to supply our bodily 
need< and for their beauty, which feeds our souls. 
"To love trees intelligently we must learn to know 

them. We must be able to call them name by name, 
whenever and wherever we meet them. This is funda- 
mental to any friendship. It is a fund of knowledge 
that starts with little, but grows more rapidly year by 
year. " 



Fast Becoming a Myth 

There are mt~~l -y  be;tntil'ul flowering trees and shrubs 
in CoEce County not ~iained in this little sltetch, and 
there are many that are of inestimable value t o  the 
industrial world which, if planted and cared for would 
bring wealth to land owners and prosperity t o  the 
county. 

Tliere are vast areas in this large county from which 
the trees have been talien, and if steps are not taken 
to protect the wild life, especially the wild birds that 
save them from extermination by destroying the in- 
sects and worms that infest them, many of these trees 
are in danger of becoming only a memory or a myth. 

The wild birds scatter the seeds and have planted, 
no doubt, many of these beautiful forests as well as 
the wild flowers from which come the fine honey for 
~vhich the county is noted. Do they not deserve our 
protection and our consideration? They are our 
natural heritage, ours t o  study, love, and protect, and 
t o  perpetuate. Birds and trees, "Useless each withont 
the other." 



A Member of the Confederate Cabinet 
I t  is not generally known th i~t  at  the sxluc ti111c deffer- 

son Davis was captured in Irwin County, May loth, 
1865, that John C. Breclrinridge, a member of his cab- 
inet spent a week a t  the home of Honorable Seaborn 
Hall near Graham, Georgia. When the Confederate 
Government went to pieces, a last cabinet meeting was 
held at  Washington, Georgia. I t  was supposed that 
the Federal Government would make a desperate ef- 
fort to capture President Davis and all his cabinet. 
And the cabinet was just as determined not to be 
captured. And so the members of the cabinet sep- 
arated and each one loolced out for himself. President 
Davis came by Dublin, Georgia, and on down t o  
Irwinville where he was captured. ~ e n e r a l  Breckin- 
ridge, leaving Washington, Georgia, came south and 
crossed the Altamaha River at Town Bluff and made 
his way to the home of Honorable Seaborn Hall in 
Appling County. Mr. Hall was well known all over 
South Georgia and had a wide reputation for hos- 
pit ality. 

It was thought by many that President Davis was 
going t o  Alabama to join the Confederate forces there, 
but if so, he never reached his destination. When the 
news of the capture of Mr. Davis reached Mr. Hall and 
Mr. Breckinridge, Mr. Breckinridge decided that he 
would leave the United States. So Mr. Hall, after en- 
tertaining him in great fashion for a week o r  more, 
took his distinguished guest in a buggy and went to 
Florida where he boarded a steamer and made good 
his escape. The entire trip was made by riding at 
night and hiding out at day. When the parting time 



came General Breakill ridge was so overwhelmed wit11 
gratitude t.o MI*. ITall that ,  hr prescntcd hinl his 
handsome gold watch ;is it token of 11is fricildship and 
esteem. Ile also gave llinl a gold-trimmed saddle. 
Judge Elisha Graham of Baxley and McRae, Georgia, 
fell heir to the watch and wore it as long as he lived. 
It is supposed that Mr. Hall and General Breckinridge 
passed through Coffee County down through Ware 
County at old Waresboro and on t o  Florida. 

It is also said that General Beauregard passed 
through this state on his way west. And it is also 
said that General Bragg passed through Coffee County 
about the same time that Jefferson Davis was cap- 
tured, and gave some man at the court house in 
Douglas a five-dollar gold piece. And so it is that 
some of the great and some of the mighty passed 
through Coffee County in the most tragic history of 
the state. 



The Negro 'ace 

The ilegro race in Coffee County gave us but little 
trouble during slavery time, and they have made very 
good citizens since they got their freedom. Many 
of the slaves remained with their masters after they 
were freed. The Lott negroes, the Paulk negroes, the 
Ward negroes, the Vicliers negroes, the Hargraves 
negroes, the Ashleys negroes and many other families 
of old negroes hung around the homes for their old 
masters and kept them as long as they lived. In 1860 
the population of Coffee County was: whites 2206, 
colored 673. In 1870, ten years later, which covered 
the Civil War period, the whites 2614, the colored 678. 

We would judge from this that Coffee County-had 
less than a thousand slaves in it. The appraisement 
of the estate of Nathaniel Ashley shows that he owned 
97 slaves, which were valued at $42,550. A list of 
their names and ages appears in Minute Book A in 
the office of the Ordinary of Coffee County. Several 
of these old negroes are living yet. The date of this 
appraisement was January 4, 1856. At that tim,e old 
Ambrose Harris was sixteen years and Wade Harris 
was thirteen years of age. Wade Harris is still living, 
1930. 

Too much credit cannot be given to these old-time 
slave negroes who remained a t  home during the Civil 
War and helped to carry on the work of the country. 
There are very fern instances where they were not 
true ancl faithful to  their masters. The training the 
negroes receivecl while they were slaves has been a 
great blessing t o  them since they were free. They 
learned how to work. Nany of them were good car- 



penters, good blacksmiths and good farmers. F o r  
many years after the war they did the, hard work of 
the country. They split rails and. m d e  fences, built 
log houses, worlred on railroads and did other things. 
And there is one strange thing that I wish t o  speak , 

about in connection with the negroes of Coffee County. 
They had a tact for the saw mill business. Many large 
saw mills in Coffee County had negro sawyers. I can- 
not think of any reason why a ,negro, with his thick 
skull, would make a better sawyer than a white man 
who is supposed to have better sense than a negro. 
Another thing I wish t o  say about the negroes of 
Coffee County, t-hey never foment strikes and lockouts. 
They are mostly lawabiding citizens and respectful to 
the white race. 

  he^ have the gift of song and sing as they work. 
They are enthusiastic in their disposition, but their 
enthusiasm shows itself more in religion than riots and 
other unlawful conduct. Another characteristic of the 
negro is their disposition to  be helpful and useful. If 
the house gets on fire o r  a horse runs away with a 
wagon, or if a car breaks down, o r  in case o f  an acci- 
dent of any sort, a negro is the first one there is t o  
help. 

The old-time people, black and white, in Coffee 
County are living in peaceful relations and will eon- 
tinue thus to live so long as other people will keep 
their noses out of our business. 



Crady's Tribute to the Negro Slaves 
: It has been noted repeatedly that history records 
no more remarkable illustration of loyalty t o  trust 
than that manifested by the negroes of the South 
during the Civil War. Often left behind as the sole 
support and protection of the families of the Con- 
federate soldiers, not an instance is recorded in which 
one violated his trust. Of this remarkable record, 
Georgia's matchless orator, Henry W. Grady, said in 
his last great speech : 
"History has no parallel t o  the faith kept by the 

negro in the South during the war, often five hundred 
negroes to a single white man, and yet through these 
dusky throngs the women and children walked in 
safety and the unprotected homes rested .in peace. 
"Unmarshaled, the black batallions moved patiently 

to the fields in the morning to feed the armies theik 
idleness would have starved, and at  night gathered 
anxiously at the big house to 'hear the news from 
Master,' though conscious that his victory made their 
chains enduring. Everywhere humble and kindly; 
body-guard of the helpless; the rough companion of 
the little ones; the observant friend; the silent sentry 
in his lowly cabin.; the shrewd counselor; and when 
the dead came home, a mourner at  the open grave. 
" A thousand toorches would have disbanded every 

Southern Army, but not one was lighted. When the 
master going t o  a war in ivhich slavery was involved 
said to his slave, 'I leave lny home and beloved ones 
in your charge,' the tenderliess between man ancl 
inaster stood disclosed. And when the slave held that 
charge sacred through storm and temptation, he gave 



new meaning to faith and loyalty. I rejoice that when 
freedom came to him after years of waiting, it was 
all the sweeter because the black hands from which 
the shackles fell were stainless of a single crime 
against the helpless ones confided to his care." 



A Negro Funeral 
"Good morning, Uncle Ben, how Uncle Ike doing 

this morning ? " 
"Well, he isn't so well; he didn't sleep so well last 

night, and den the sign is all against him. I heard 
my rooster crow before twelve o'clock last night and 
that is shore a bad sign. I was sitting up with Brother 
Ilre when the rooster crew and I notis that he got 
worse off right away. Seem like his mind was dis- 
turbed about something. Can't you come over and 
sit up with us tonight?" 

Uncle Ben was on hand the next night ready to 
sit up with the sick, and ready t o  see him die, for 
every negro likes to see a sad death. Not only was 
Uncle Ben there to sit up with the sick but there was 
a dozen or more of sympathetic friends gathered in 
the h ~ ~ t .  A little fire burned in the hearth and a 
small candle burned on a dry goods box near the 
bed. Everything about the sick man was noted, and 
when he asked for a drink of water Sister Sealey Jones 
said, "I am afraid Brother Ike fever is rising, you 
see he is wanting water, and that is always a bad 
sign when you have a disease like that." And so with 
everything to discourage and nothing to encourage, 
Brother Ike turned over and bid this world a long 
farewell. The news went out that Uncle Ike was dead. 
His kinfolk, his pastor, and many of his friends called 
to see how poor old Ike looked when he was dead. By 
the rising of the sun the preacher, the clerk of the 
church, and the undertaker were all sitting around his 
bed. The clerk of the church was asked to write down 
the last words of the deceased. All the brothers and 



sisters were asked to tell something about Uncle Ike. 
All this was written clown fo r  t l ~ c  benefit of the 
preacher who was the pastor of the  sennoil. All next 
day the crowds came and went. The little candle was 
kept burning all day. Each friend or relative who 
came and looked on the sad face of Uncle Ike would 
make some kind of remark. One friend said, "Well 
don't he look the natural." Another one would say, 
"And ain't it such a quiet corpse too." While an- 
other one would say, "Well, what do you suppose he 
is thinking about right now. ' 

The watchers came by detachments. The societies 
came in one group. The members of the church came 
in another group, and so on. When the plans of the 
funeral had been fully arranged the body was taken 
over to the church and laid in state during the night. 
The congregation sang funeral hymns and chanted 
Dirges with the saddest wails. Many prayers were 
uttered. Speeches were made. Groans weird and 
spooky filled the church and attracted attention round 
about. With the rising of the sun the congregation all 
stood up and sang "Sweet Chariot" and other songs, 
for they said, "Perchance the Holy angels will come 
a t  sunrise and take him to his home in his skies." 

Eleven o'clock was the time set for the sermon. 
Brother Jim Crow, the pastor, made a few scattering 
remarks about the long and useful life of Brother 
Ike. He then read to the congregation the informa- 
tion written down by the clerk of the church. He then 
proceeded with his sermon something like this: Last 
night while I was sleeping I had a vision like Isiah the 
Prophet, the heavens were open and I saw the angels, 
the Arlr Angels, the Cherbum and the Seraphin and 



;ill the other phims. I seemed to see Gabriel stand 
up and he say to one ilem der phims, "Dis day l~eaverl 
must be enriched. The glory of the Glory World must 
shine out in bright colors today. I seemed to see 
sadness on the face of the angels in heaven and it 
seems to have been because one child who belonged in 
heaven was not there. And Gabriel say to the angels, 
'Fly down and fly over this world and see if you find 
any one who is worthy to open the Pearly Gates and 
come in to live with God's Glorified.' And as the 
Angel flew I saw him circle around over Douglas like 
an aeroplane fixing to land, and after while in my 
vision I saw him light. He went straight to the home 
of Brother Ike. He laid his hand on Brother Ike's foot 
and his foot went to sleep, and den he laid his hand 
on Brother Ike7s lips and Brother Ike eould talk no 
more. IEe put his hand on Brother Ike's eyes and 
Brother Ike, went to sleep, and then he put his hand 
on Brother Ike's heart and it beat no more for Bro- 
ther Ike was dead, and then there was shouting and 
singing in heaven. The little angels flew around the 
big angels and there was joy in heaven. The ever- 
lasting gates were opened and Uncle Ike went in as 
Hallulahs were ringing throughout the regions of 
heaven. Uncle Ike went in and took a seat with Abra- 
ham and Isiah and Jacob and Bob Douglas and Abe 
Lincoln. ' ' 

The funeral being over, the congregation was asked 
t o  pass around and look on Brother Ike for the last 
time in this world, and also drop a nickel in the hat 
t o  help pay the funeral expenses. 



Meningitis Epidemic 
In February, 1870, Meniugitis was epiclcmic in Cobee 

County. Old man Dan Nc~vbern sncl llis wife and 
four children died in six days. Old man John Lott 
lost two sons and a son-in-law, Mr. Moore. Old man 
Alfred Peterson lost some members of his family. Old 
man Jack Vickers, the preacher, lost some of his 
children. There were several persons who had it ancl 
lived. But most of them were dumb, deaf and blind. 

There has never been as much excitement over any 
disease before or  since as was over this epidemic. 
When the news went abroad that old nian Dan New- 
bern and his wife and four sons had died within six 
days the people were dumbfounded and began to use 
all sorts of remedies. They made smolres around their 
premises out of pine tops, tar, pitch and other things. 
Turpentine and asafoetida was used in profusion on the 
persons and about the premises, where the diseases 
were located. It was thought to be very contagious. 
One case is noted that of Mr. Johnie Moore, who 
passed through the lane of old man Dan Newbern and 
he took the disease and died before he got home. 

It is not known for certain how the disease got to 
Coffee County, but it is thought by some that the dis- 
ease was brought here by strangers who were working 
on the new railroad between Hazlehurst and the river 
bridge. It is said that several negroes died there with 
the disease. 

The county was in a most horrible situation and 
everybody was afraid of everybody else. But there 
is one instance that I wish to mention of a certain man, 
now deceased, who was a hero in that awful time of 



t 1 .  'Wltcil t l ~ c  (1 isc;t.sc b~*olcc o u t  at olcl. 111 a11 Dill1 
Ncwl)(trns a n d  llc i~ncl his wifc clicd, the fanlily was lilrc 
;L buncll of sllccp without ;L shcpiicrd, they did not 
laow which way t o  turn, no doctors nor any nurses 
nor any one who lrnew anything about the disease. 
I t  was at this critical time that old man Dan Gaskin, 
then a young man, and a relative to the Newberns, went 
to the Newbern home and toolr charge of things. At 
least one Inember of the family died in one day and once 
two members of the family died in one day. The siclr 
had to be looked after and the dead had to be buried. 
Brothers and sisters had to bury their own brothers 
and sisters. Children had to bury father and mother. 
And so it went on for a week when six members of the 
family filled new made graves. No one will ever know 
the horrible situation endured by this family through 
the long winter nights. Scarcely any light in the 
house, with now and then one to be heard in the 
struggle of death. 

It is said that a patient would be talren with a 
very high fever. His head would be drawn back and 
soon the patient would become unconscious and die 
within a very few hours. 

At the cemetery at  old Lone Hill Church, ten miles 
northeast of Douglas there stands six tombstones all in 
a row. They mark the last resting place of Mr. New- 
bern and his wife and four boys. 



The Big Four 

Beading from left 
to right; the two men 
standing, the first is 
Daniel Gaskin, the 
second man is R. S. 
Smith. Seated, read- 
ing from left to right, 
first man is Dan 
Newbern, Elias Lott. 

D a n i e 1 Gaskin, 
Dan Newbern, R. S. 
Smith, and Elias Lott 

THE BIG FOUR were known as the 
"Big Four. " These 

men were about the same age and were all related. 
The mother of Elias Lott and the father of Daniel 
Gaskin were brother and sister. R. S. Smith mar- 
ried a sister of Daniel Gaslrin. 

Neither of these men was old enough to go into the 
Confederate Army. They were young men at the close 
of the war. They were all at home during the war and 
were worth a great deal to the widows and children of 
the communities where they lived. 

Daniel Gaskins married Miss Aleph Hinson. They 
have two children; Bell, and Fisher. Mr. Gaskins was 
a good farmer and stock raiser. He was a large sheep 
owner and had plenty of hogs and cows. He was a 
hard working man and one of the best neighbors I 
ever knew. He was tax receiver in 1871 and tax collec- 
tor in 1875 and County Colnmissioner in 1911. 



Mr. 1E. 8. Smith inarried Mary Gaskins, and had the 
following children : Monroe Smitli, Sanipie Smith, and 
Dr. John Smith. Thc girls are Mrs. John Peterson, 
Mrs. Levi O'steen. Mr. Smith was a very su~cessful 
farmer. Ile was a hard worker and a fine man in 
every way. He was a member of the Methodist church 
and was a devout Christian. He belonged to that old 
school of Methodists and had family prayer at his home 
every night. He was superintendent of the Lone Hill 
Sunday School f o r  twenty years o r  more. 

Daniel Newbern married Miss " Pet " Fussell. They 
have several children : William Newbern, Daniel New- 
bern, Jr., and Jesse Newbern. The girls are: Mrs. Mica- 
jah Vickers, and Mrs. W. T. Cottingham. Mr. Newbern . 

was a good farmer and a fine man in every way. He was 
one of the few men who spent half his time attending 
his own business and the other half of his time he spent 
letting other people's business alone. He was tax re- 
ceiver in 1878. 

Mr. Elias Lott, the last man in the group, married 
Tempie Douglas. They have the following children: 
James Lott, Dan Lott. Girls: Mrs. E. R. Cross, Mrs. 
James Jardine and Mrs. Johnson. Mr. Lott is a wealthy 
land owner. He was a good farmer and stock man. 
He has always been a prosperous business man. He is 
a good hand to keep all his "Ducks in a row" and has 
many kinds of interest in Coffee County. He is now 
living and is more than 75 years old and is the only 
one of the "Big Four" now living. He was a member 
of the Georgia Legislature in 1911-12. 

These men in early life, with their families, lived 
in the same locality and were always the best of 
friends. They assisted each other in every possible 



way. They ;~Jways llatl plcn1.y of this: world's goocls 
and some to spnrc. Thcy tea.sec1 ; ~ n d  jolccd and had 
bushels of fun among thelusclves. When oiie passed 
through "The valley of the shadow of death" they all 
came to his rescue with money and sympathy and every 
needed help. They were an example of true friend- 
ship and relationship. 

We shall never see their like again in Coffee County. 
Friendship between men is said to be deeper and 

more lasting than friendship between women. Jona- 
than and David, characters from the old Testament, 
are given as examples of true friendship f o r  man for 
man. An instance of Modern Times is the friendship 
between Damon and Pythias. 

The friendship between the Big Four was a friend- 
ship like unto the friendship of those named above. 



The Blanking Business 

Y -  V U V W Y  L U U b L  - . ----w--- 

with plenty capital . 

to do a real banking The Man Who Built the Union 
business. Two other Banking Co. 

banks were organ- 
ized in Douglas but did not succeed. At one time in 
Coffee County there was a bank at Pearson, Ga., 
Willacoochee, Ga., and Ambrose, Ga. The bank at 
Ambrose has gone out of business. Willacoochee and 
Pearson have prosperous banks but they are now in 
Atkinson County, having been cut off from Coffee 
County with the creation of Atkinson County. 

It is said the great success of the Union Banking 
Company is due t o  the men back of the Institution. 
The officers of the banlr, the Cashiers and the Directors 
are men of character a,nd good business qualifica.tions. 

Fraternal Orders 
The first Masonic Lodge in Coffee County was estab- 

lished long years ago at Pearson, Ga. Several of its 



charter members lived near IIazlehurst and were faith- 
ful and regular attendants. The Lodge is still in a flour- 
ishing and prosperous condition. Lodge No. 163 is 
named Satilla, F. & A. M. 

Broxton Lodge is No. 147 F. & A. M. Then the fol- 
lowing Masonic Lodges: Douglas No. 386 F. & A. 
M.; Lax No. 556 F. & A. M.; Ambrose No. 658 F. & 
A. M. ; Wilcox (at Douglas) No. 668. Only one Royal 
Arch Chapter in the county, which is Douglas Chapter 
No. 49 F. & A. M. a t  Douglas. 

The Blue Lodges of the County are affiliated with the 
Eleventh District Masonic Convention which meets an- 
nually. The Royal Arch Chapter is also affiliated with 
the district convention, which meets annually. 

We also have a tri-county Masonic Convention which 
meets quarterly, alternately with the different Lodges 
of the cotl-nties with which we are affiliated. 

Satilla Lodge, No. 163, F. & A. M. was first estab- 
lished at a point on Satilla River, ten miles north of 
Pearson and six miles south of Douglas and, at the 
time, the only fraternal order in Coffee County. But 
soon afterwards members retired to organize lodges 
more convenient to them elsewhere. The date of its 
organization was prior to the Civil War. William 
Ashley was the first Worshipful Master. 



Ladies' Clubs 
Christian work has ever been the forerunner of 

civic and social organizations among women, and it is 
fitting that this should be in the history of Coffee 
County. 

The Ladies Aid Societies of the town were strong 
organizations of the early church life here, leading 
ultimately t o  the broader work of Missionary Societies 
that have furnished inspiration, information and a 
social contact among the church women. 

Mrs. Sadie Powell, Mrs. R.' T. Relihan and Mrs. S. 
M. Roberts of sainted memory, Mrs. F. M. Appleby, 
Miss Dollie Freeman, Mrs. Hoke Davis, Mrs. E. L. 
Tanner, Mrs. Turner Brewer were among the faithful 
women of the Baptist denomination who steered the 
organization through the transition period to a larger 
work. Mrs. L. A. Hill, Mrs. C. N. Fielding, Mrs. J. A. 
Daughtrey, Mrs. A. W. Haddock, Mrs. J. S. Lott, Mrs. 
L. E. Heath, Mrs. C. A. Ward and Mrs. W. P. Ward, 
Sr., of sainted memory, were among the loyal workers 
of the Methodist Missionary Society in its early days. 
Mrs. J. W. Quincey and Mrs. M. D. Dickerson have 
through loyalty and sacrifice built up a strong Epis- 
copal auxiliary, and a good auxiliary at the Presby- 
terian Church stands as a memorial to the work of 
Mrs. T. S. Hart, Mrs. Clara LaPrade and Mrs. W. P. 
Bellinger . 

Mrs. S. H. D. Barnes was for many years the leading 
spirit in the Woman's Cjhristian Temperance Union, 
organized in 1908. 

The first civic organization in the town was the 
City Improvement Club, organized in 1907, with Mrs. 



L. E. Heath president. This later became the Douglas 
Woman's Club with Mrs. J. C. Brewer president. 

The United Daughters of the Confederacy was or- 
ganized in 1906 and is still a flourishing organization. 
Mrs. W. W. McDonald was first president. 

Three literary clubs, The Outlool~ Club, The Review 
Club, The Research Club, have been contributing fac- 
tors t o  the intellectual life of the town. 

One of the strongest and most helpful organizations 
of the town is the Parent-Teachers' Association of the 
Douglas High School, organized in 1925, with Mrs. 
T. H. Clark, as president. 



Public Health Work 
A full time health officer has been cluployed in C o f  ee 

County since July 1927. The general consensus of 
opinion amongst the tax payers appears to be that the 
money spent on health service has yielded an adequate 
return. 

Here, as elsewhere, the health officer has two cardinal 
duties (1) The control of communicable diseases; (2) 
Elevation of the health standard, especially amongst 
the school population. 

Our school population numbers over 3,000. Of these 
31 per cent. were found under the standard weight, and 
41 per cent handicapped through the presence of hook 
worm. Since the health work started in Coffee County 
there has been 'over 3,000 children treated for hook 
worm, and their parents given literature telling the 
source of infection and means of preventing re-infec- 
tion. 

Malaria is not a serious problem in Coffee County, 
however, the city authorities of Douglas don't take 
anything for granted. They appropriate money every 
year t o  carry on draining and oiling the streams and 
ponds in and near the city. . By this constructive work 
Douglas is practically free from mosquitoes. 

The evidence of physical defects in school children 
has been on a parity with that observed in other South 
Georgia counties. In this connection a notable task has 
been performed through the collaboration of Parent- 
Teachers' Association and the medical. and dental pro- 
fession. A series of tonsil and dental clinics have 
been held and a total of 275 patients operated upon. 



A sc~itiiucnt prevails in the couilt y that s o ~ u  ething 
worth wliile has been ncco~nplisl~ecl in the way of public 
health. This happy state of affairs is in the main due 
t o  the spi

r

it of the people. Perhaps there is no other 
section of the State in which there is a community more 
ready to back any project designed for the common 
good. 



The Boy Scout Movement 
I t  was evening in 

London. The day 
hacl been unusually 
foggy, even to such 
an extent that the 
street lights were 
turned on before 
noon. 

Mr. William Boyce, 
C h i c a g o publisher 
and traveler, was 
seeking a difficult ad- 
dress in old London. ARCHIE BAGWEU 

A boy approached . 

and said, " May I be of service to yon, sir ? " "Yes, 
show me to this address." 

At the desired location, Mr. Boyce tossed the boy 
a shilling. "Thank you sir, but I am a Scout and 
Scouts do not accept tips for courtesies." 

Mr. Boyce became immediately interested in Scout- 
ing. He went t o  the office of Sir Robert Baden Powell, 
founder of the British Boy .Scout Association and 
gathered all the information he could concerning 
Scouting. 

In  February 1909, he and some associates launched 
the movement in the United States. By 1926 over 3,- 
000,000 boys became Scouts. Statistics show that al- 
most 50% of the present college men of America have 
been Scouts. Scouting now embraces 57 nations. 

The Scout movement hit Douglas in 1918. Prof. C. 
M. Williams was Scoutmaster. Meetings were held in 



the school houses. Mr. Williams mas succeeded by 
Dr. W. C .  Bryan, who in. t r~rn  was succeeded by Mr. 
F. C. Wilson. 

I n  1922 Fred Brewer became Scoutmaster and the 
Scout Hut was built on Pearl Street. 

Rev. B. W. Smith and Archie Bagwell met a tragic 
and heroic death off Sea Island Beach near Brunswick, 
Ga., August 4th, 1926. 

The scouts were taking an outing on the beach 
August 4th, 1926. They were all in bathing and were 
coming out. Mr. Smith, the Scoutmaster, remained 
in the water until the last scout was safe on shore. 
It was then discovered that he was in some sort of 
trouble and was drowning in the ocean. Archie Bag- 

- well, age fifteen, stout and strong, went to the rescue of 
the drowning Scoutmaster and so they both went down 
and gave up their lives in an heroic effort to save 
the lives of others. 

I think a monument should be built to both the scout 
and the Scoutmaster, but as this has not been done and 
probably will not be done, I am inserting the picture 
of one of these heroes that the. memory of their lives 
shall not perish upon this earth. 

Harold Adams next became Scoutmaster. He was 
succeeded by J. E. Crabb who was succeeded by Rev. 
M. P. Cain. 

I n  November 1929, Prof. T. A. Clower became Scout- 
master. Under his leadership, the scout movement in 
Douglas reached its zenith. It is now the prize troop 
of the Okeenokee Council, and one of the best in the 
State. 



History of the Bright Tobacco in 

Tobacco has been grown in Georgia since the State 
was first settled, but not on a commercial scale until 
recent years. In 1910 only 2,000 acres of tobacco were 
grown. Most of this in Decatur County around Am- 
sterdam. It was cigar filler and Sumatra' wrapper 
types. 

In 1914 through their agricultural and industrial 
departments the Central of Georgia, A. B. & C. and 
S. A. L. Railroads began to encourage the tobacco in- 
dustry and to give the farmers assistance. Through 
the efforts of these roads tobacco was grown in Early, 
Stewart, and Wilcox Counties. The following year, 
1916, Sumter County grew a little tobacco, and through 
the efforts of the A. B. & C., G. Sr; F., and S. A. L. 
Railroads, and a few men who had moved in from the 
Carolinas the acreage in Coffee and adjoining counties 
increased. During this period tobacco prices were low 
and the farmers were slow to try a new crop that did 
not offer good opportunities f o r  profit. I n  1916 the 
tobacco acreage was materially increased in Coffee 
County and the counties adjoining. 

In April 1917 a meeting was held in Fitzgerald, Geor- 
gia, for the purpose of discussing the advisability of 
establishing tobacco markets in Georgia. This meet- 
ing was composed of agricultural and industrial agents 
of the various railroads operating in South Georgia, 
of farmers and business men, and a tobacco ware- 
houseman from South Carolina. This was the begin- 
ning of the permanent warehouse development in the 



State. As a result of this meeting The Georgia Tobacco 
Company was organized at Douglas, and a warehouse 
was built. Through the aid of Georgia and Florida 
warehousemen as well as buyers, were secured from 
the leading tobacco companies. The second warehouse 
in Georgia was opened at ' ~ o u ~ l a s ,  July, 1917. The 
sales that year were very satisfactory and compared 
favorably with those of the Carolinas. About 355,000 
pounds was sold. 

In 1918 the agricultural and industrial agents of 
practically every railroad operating in the southern 
half of Georgia made a special effort to induce the 
farmers in that se3tion to plant more tobacco. Ex- 
perienced tobacco growers were procured from North 
Carolina and South Carolina to supervise tobacco fo r  
the growers. Tobacco seed was distributed free to the 
farmers by railroad agents and tobacco warehouse-, 
men. As a result of this effort between 5,000 acres of 
tobacco was grown in 15 counties which prices ran 
about 34 cents, which was above the norma,l price. 
The average yield per acre was about 750 pounds, 
although yields as high as 2,000 pounds were reported. 
The same year, in addition to the warehouse built in 
Douglas, tobacco warehouses were built in Nicholls 
and Abbeville and markets established at  these places. 

I n  1919 the Georgia State Agricultural College found 
it possible to employ a field agent to devote most of 
his time to this crop. The high prices obtained for 
tobacco and the damage done to cotton in 1918 by the 
boll weevil caused a wide increase in tobacco, so much 
in fact, that it was necessary to discourage the planting 
of a large acreage of individual farms. ,4bout 30,000 
acres of tobacco were planted in 1919 in 45 counties 



which yielded 10,327,530 pounds of tobacco, which was 
sold at an average of $17.73 per hundred pounds. 
Warehouses were operated at Douglas, Abbeville, 
Nicholls, Fitzgerald, Blackshear, Nashville, Ashburn, 
Tif ton, Vidalia, Hazlehurst and Valdosta. The coun- 
ties that grew the largest acreage were Coffee, Wilcox, 
Berrien, Ben Hill, Tift, Irwin, Turner, Jeff Davis, 
Pierce and Lowndes. 

Douglas led the State's markets in tonnage for the 
season, with 10,940,937 pounds sold there at an aver- 
age price of 18.65 cents a pound, bringing $2,021,339.17. 
Nashville ran high in the matter of average price with 
21.10 cents a pound, at which rate 7,623,089 pounds 
which brought an aggregate of $1,608,848.29. 

Douglas sold more than twelve million pounds of 
tobacco during the year 1930. 

It is worthy of note that this country was in the 
tobacco business as far back as 1619. When there 
was sent from London to the first colony, ninety women, 
6 6 young and incorrupt" and two years later sixty more 
rnaids of "virtuous education, young and ,handsome ' ' 
also seeking husbands under a forced social order. The 
first feminine arrivals were consigned t o  Virginia 
bachelors, each for a hundred and twenty pounds of 
native tobacco. The second group of English ladies 
was bartered for a hundred and fifty pounds of air- 
cured tobacco. 

It is also worthy of note that in the early days of 
Virginia, tobacco was the currency of the realm. 



Automobiles 
There are now hundreds of automobiles in Coffee 

County. There are many kinds, including trucks of 
many kinds. 

So far as we can learn, the first automobile in Coffee 
County was brought t o  Douglas by Dr. W. F. Sibbett 
about the year 1900. The name of the automobile was 
a Schat. It was a strange looking vehicle. It had 
high wheels and looked like an old-time buggy. The 
machine cost six hundred and eighty dollars. It was 
a strange looking sight on the streets of Douglas and 
on the roads of Coffee County. 

It is strange what a great influence automobiles 
have had upon Coffee County. They have changed the 
habits of the people. Persons can now go as far in 
an hour as they used to travel in a whole day long. 
I t  has brought the people and their business closer 
together and has increased business t o  a large extent. 

It is a question whether the automobile is an asset 
or a liability to the country. 



Lawyers 
Chastain & Henson, R. V. Chastain, Douglas, Ga.; 

Slater & Moore, Rufus Moore, John R. Slater, Doug- 
las, Ga.; Quincey & Quincey, 8. 0. Quincey, Hately 
Quincey, Douglas, Ga. ; Mingledoff & Gibson, George H. 
Mingledoff, John Gibson, Douglas, Ga.; L. E. Heath, 
Douglas, Ga.; Herman Barnes, Douglas, Ga. ; Dave 
Sapp, Douglas, Ga.; Elisha Grantham, Douglas, Ga.; 
J. A. Roberts, Douglas, Ga.; Miss Clyde Wheeless, 
Douglas, Ga.; Kelley and Dickerson, Lawson Kelley, 
M. D. Dickerson, Douglas, Ga.; Will Dickerson, Doug- 
las, Ga.; B. G. O'Berry, Jr., Douglas, Ga.; J. H. Wil- 
liams, Douglas, Ga.; W. P. Ward, Douglas, Ga. 

Doctors 

Medical Doctors 

Dr. A. S. M. Coleman, Douglas, Ga.; Dr. I. W. Moor- 
man, Douglas, Ga.; Dr. Will F. Sibbett, Sr., Douglas, 
Ga.; Dr. Will A. Sibbett, Jr., Douglas, Ga.; Dr. T. H. 
Clark, Douglas, Ga.; Dr. John Smith, Douglas, Ga.; 
Dr. S. E. Vinson, Douglas, Ga.; Dr. B. 0. Quillian, 
Douglas, Ga.; Dr. A. D. Bennett, Douglas, Ga.; Dr. 
Hugl~s, Douglas, Ga.; Dr. J. J. I J O ~ ~ ,  Broxton, Ga.; 
Dr. D. Hi Meeks, Nicholls, Ga.; Dr. Hall, Nicholls, 
Ga.; Dr. Harper, Ambrose, Ga. 

Dr. Lewis Davis, Douglas, Ca. ; Dr. M. H. Turrentine, 
Donglas, Ga.; Dr. M. 13. Turrentine, Jr., Douglas, Ga. 



Cotton Picking Time in Georgia 
Sitting a t  my window this beautiful October day 

I see loads and loads of cotton coming to market. It 
makes me think of childhood and home when I was 
a little boy on the farm. Most of this cotton comes 
from country homes and much of it is picked by coun- 
t ry  boys and girls. They have morlred hard all the 
summer, chopping, thinning, and hoeing the cotton, 
and now they have "picked it out," as we say, and 
i t  is now being sold; and I wonder, yes I wonder, what 
are all these boys and girls to get out of it? 

Long time ago when I was a little boy on the farm 
my mother would tell me if I would be smart she would 
buy me something pretty when the cotton was sold. 
And all through the long summer days, as I worked 
I would think of something to buy. The first gun I 
owned, Brother Frank and I went partners. We "took 
in" the land. and made the cotton and bought it all by 
ourselves. But the biggest thing I ever owned was 
an iron handle knife with "I. X. L. " on tlie blade and 
on the handle. Uncle Dunk Douglas said it meant : 

"Iron handle and pewter blade, 
Sorriest knife 'was ever made. " 

But my lrnife was alright. I took it to bed with me 
when I went to sleep. That night I dreamed I lost it. 
I was so scared I waked up. I felt for my knife and 
fonncl i t  and helcl i t  in my hand 'ti1 daylight. 

I wonder what the boys and girls arc getting out 
of all this cotton? I hope all the fathers and mothers 
will be goocl to the boys and girls and get them all 
something nice. And let me beg this one favor. Let 



each boy and girl have some one thing that they wish 
most. Don't make them have what you wish and 
nothing else. Let them make one choice and then you 
get it, makes no difference what it is. . 

Writing these thoughts makes me hungry to be a 
boy again, out on the farm, free as the air, living in 
peace with God and all mankind and owing no man 
anything but to love him. 

God bless the little boys and girls, the little cotton 
pickers of Coffee County. Fathers and mothers, give 
them a chance; they are worth more and much more 
than all your cotton. Give them a chance. 

Their friend, 

W. P. WARD. 

From Ward's Scrapbook, 1905. 



The Boll Weevil 
The boll weevil made its first appearance in Coffee 

County in the year 1917. His coming was an epoch 
in the history of Coffee County. The farmers of 
Coffee County had never been hit so hard before. They 
were dumbfounded. They did not know which way t o  
turn or what to do. Many of our farmers were not 
able to pay off the mortgages on their farms, and for 
lack of being able to make cotton their farms were 
lost. As an example of' the awful destruction of 
the farming interests I will give you the figures of one 
of our best farmers, which will give you a good idea 
of what happened to all the farmers. 

In the year 1917, the first year the boll weevil began 
his operations, the farm given you as an example 
produced 220 bales of cotton. I n  1918, the next year, 
the same number of acres produced 116 bales of cot- 
ton. In 1919, the third year, the same farm only pro- 
duced 16 bales of cotton, being almost a total de- 
struction. 

The farmers have tried many remedies to combat 
the boll weevil, but nothing so far  has been a success. . 
Early varieties of cotton and early planting with the 
use of lots of high grade fertilizers and rapid cultiva- 
tion adds much in the production of cotton under boll 
weevil conditions. Dry, hot weather, with rapid cul- 
tivation helps in the fight. 

This year, 1930, July weather conditions are favor- 
able and the farmers hope to make at least half a crop. 

So far as we can get information as t o  the history 
of the boll weevil in other countries, he continues his 
partial destruction of the cotton crops. The farmers 



continue their fight against the boll. weevil but do not  
hope for  his final elimination. But so long as the 
farmers can grow a half crop of cotton they will con- 
tinue to grow it. 



Storms 
Coffee County and this section of Southeast Georgia 

is almost free from storms of every kind. So fa r  as 
I can ascertain there has never been but one severe 
storm in Coffee County. I have heard of this storm 
all my life. I saw the track of this storm about twenty 
years after. There was not a tree standing in the 
path of the storm. It was in the fall season, about 
1857, when a severe storm originated in the neighbor- 
hood where the country home of Mr. J. C. Brewer now 
stands, about three miles north of Douglas. The storm 
moved eastward almost in a straight line, passed on 
to the coast and into the Atlantic Ocean. The path 
of the storm was about one mile wide. A story is told 
about old man Dan Lott, who at  that time was one of 
the biggest farmers in Coffee County and was well 
fixed with houses and fences and other things usually 
had on a big country farm. Mr. Lott had just left 
home on his way to Jacksonville, Georgia, t o  attend 
Superior Court. But the storm had passed over and 
there was not a roof on a house on the farm. The crib 
was blown away and the corn scattered for more than 
a mile. The cotton house was blown away and the 
cotton was scattered for more than a mile. It looked 
like a snow storm had passed over the place. The bed 
quilts were scattered for miles, some of them were 
hanging in the trees. Everything on the Lott place 
was in confusion and the big family all scared half 
to death. The old negro went after Mr. Lott and 
overtook him before he reached Jacksonville, Georgia. 
When he told Mr. Lott what had happened Mr. Lott 
said it was not so, that nothing could be as bad as 
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No such storill has cver visited Coffee County since 
tha t  time. MTc are perhaps safer from storms than 
any other section of South Georgia. 



The Liquor Laws 
.By Act of t l ~ c  Legislature of 1878-9, page 388, a 

license for selling or vending spiritous, intoxicating 
and malt liquors in the counties of Wayne, Liberty, 
Coffee and Appling, was fixed at the sum of $1,000, 
and a bond was required given and an oath talren by 
the retailers, and the Act made it a misdemeanor for 
violation of its terms. 

The Act of the Legislature approved August 18, 
1881., Acts 1880-1, page 594, amended the previous Act 
so as to apply the license fixed in CoEee County t o  
the sale of beers, ciders, bitters or nostrums, whether 
patented or not, and with or without name, which, if 
taken in sufficient quantities to produce intoxication. 

The Act approved September 4, 1883, Acts 1882-3, 
page 567, amended the law further so as to fix the 
annual license fees in Wayne, Liberty, Coffee and 
Appling Counties at  the sum of $lO,OOO. 

In 1885 the Legislature passed a general law, Acts 
1884-5, pages 121-24, known as the local option Act, 
authorizing any county in the state to petition the 
Ordinary to call an election to determine whether 
liquors should be sold in the county. This Act was 
amended by the Acts of 1890-91, page 130, so as to 
attach penalties f o r  violation of the Act. 

A local act approved July 16, 1903, Acts 1903, pages 
362-4, authorized the County Commissioners of Coffee 
County, and the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Douglas to open up and operate a dispensary for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors in the City of Douglas, and 
further authorized the County Commissioners t o  open 
up and operate a dispensary in any other incorporated 



town in the county having a population of four hun- 
dred or more. The Act contained a referendum re- 
quiring an election to put the Act in force, and when 
the election was held the Act failed of adoption. 

Coffee County continued dry under the local option 
Act, until superseded by the Eighteenth Amendment 
of the Constitution, the Volstead Act, and the Enabling 
Act of the State of Georgia, under the Eighteenth 
Amendment. 



A Strange Phenomenon 
About the year 1914, in the month of August, there 

appeared a strange phenomenon in Coffee County. In ' 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, hundreds of 
acres of cotton plants were wilted in the fields. 4 
rain had fallen about three o'clock in the afternoon 
but the clouds had passed away and the sun was 
shining. There was no wind blowing like the hot 
winds in the west, nor nothing to indicate that any- 
thing unusual was about t o  happen. 

Mr. W. H. Vickers, a good farmer and a very're- 
liable man, living about four miles south of Douglas, 
gives a good description of what happened on his 
farm. He was standing under a shelter and had a 
good view of the clouds and the fields. All at once 
the heavens seemed t o  light up as though a cloud 
had passed from under the sun, but the sun was 
shining all the time. The phenomenon did not cover 
the entire county but was in spots, perhaps worse at 
the Vickers farm than anywhere else. Many of the 
.plants recovered and became normal, but many of the 
leaves twisted up and crimped around the edges and 

. finally died. 
This phenomenon does not compare with earth- 

quakes nor with the falling stars of 1833, but it wlas 
a real phenomenon and is a part of the history1 of 
Coffee County. 



Early Steamboat Navigation on the 
Ocmulgee 

By Mrs. Lon Dickey 

In  the Centennial Edition of The Telfair Enterprise, 
published at  McRae October 31, 1907, is the following 
bit of history concerning early navigation on the 
Ocmulgee River in Coffee County. Because of the fact 
that this territory was a part of Telfair County up to 
1854, and the territories on the south side of the river 
were served in the same manner from the landings in 
the present boundaries of Coffee, as follows: Ashley's 
Landing, Barrow's Bluff, First Tub Lake, Manning's 
Lower Fence, Burkett 's Ferry and Dodge's Boom. This 
article says : 

In the Pioneer days of Telfair the only means the 
people had of transporting their products to market 
and obtaining supplies that could not be provided at  
home was by pole boats on the Ocmulgee, Altamaha to 
Darien, thence by sail to the markets, or by wagons, 
a distance of one hundred and twenty-five miles by 
dirt road to Savannah. . 

Pole Boats Built 

Boats were built in the county, loaded with cotton 
and other farm products, drifted down the river to 
Darien where the cargoes were transferred to sailing 
vessels for Savannah and other ports. The boats were 
then loaded at  Darien with cargoes of general mer- 
chandise brought by sail from Savannal~, Charleston, 
ancl New Pork, and poled up the river by hand, re- 
quiring several weeks t o  make a trip. 111 times of 



high water it was often necessary to use a rope and 
windlass t o  pull the boats up the swift current at 
certain places in the river, so it can be readily under- 
stood that the up trip of a pole boat was slow and 
tedious, requiring much labor. In  those days the 
freight on many kinds of goods was more than the 
prime cost; yet the people of this section were con- 
tented and prosperous though the cost of transporta- 
tion was so high. 

Introduction of Steambaa$s on the Ocmulgee 

About the year 1827 steam navigation was intro- 
duced on the Ocmulgee. There is much doubt as to  
how high up the river the first boat ran. And there 
is no record at  this late date as to the name of the boat 
and her commander. 

The first steamboat on the Ocmnlgee to run as high 
np as Macon was the "North Carolina," commanded 
by Captain Salter. The historical record and history 
of Macon and central Georgia, by J. C. Butler, gives 
the date of the arrival of this steamer at  Macon as 
January 18, 1829. 

On the trip of the steamer up the river, the Macon 
Telegraph, of '1829, said: "Many of the people along 
the river banks were alarmed at the smoke and noise. 
Some mistoolr the noise for a roaring lion; others for 
the sneeze of the elephant. Some thought it the 
hissing of a sea serpent, or the groaning of an earth- 
quake. Others thought i t  was war, pestilence and 
famine, but the most general opinion was that it was 
the tariff coming ill person to eat up our  cotton andl 
corn and to drinlr up the river dry and that was an} 
infringement of the state's rights. There was a 



climbing of trees and piclcing of flints and liacl not 
the boat mi~cle its cscapc it would have been hara t o  
tell what the consequence might have been." 

Tlze Ste!amb40at " Pioneer ' ' 

The next boat to run through to Macon was the 
'Pioneer," built at Macon by Charles Day and James 

R. Butts. 
At first, the steamboats ran only t o  Darien, but later 

regular line freight and passenger steamers ran 
through from Macon to Savannah. After the building 
of the Central of Georgia Itailroad from Savannah 
to Macon in 1843, which furnished quicker transporta- 
tion to the seaboard, steamboats to Macon were dis- 
continued and Ha~vkinsville was made the head of 
navigation. 

Before the war and for a few years after the sur- 
render, there were some fine passenger and freight 
steamers on the Ocmulgee plying between Hawkins- 
ville and Savannah. It was the only means of trans- 
portation for the merchants and planters along the 
river who made business trips to Savannah two or 
three times a year, but after the building of the old 
Macon and Brunswick and the territory adjacent to 
the river with the seaboard, navigation on the 
Ocmulgee began to decline. 

0 Historic Incidents on the Ocmulgee 

In  the spring of 1861, just before the breaking out 
of the Civil War, the steamer "General Manning" 
on her up trip from Savannah t o  EIawkinsville, with a 
large cargo of general merchandise and a long list 



of passengers, was blown up at "Manning's Lowcr 
Fence," a 1a.n.ding a- fcw niiles below Jacksonville. 

Many of the passengers and inembers of the crew 
were Billed by the explosion of the boilers. Among 
those killed were Joseph Williams, Jacob Parker and 
John Harrell, all prominent planters of the China Hill 
neighborhood in Telfair County. The steamer was 
in command of Captain Taylor, of Hawrkinsville, who 
was seriously injured and his son killed. 

The ' ' Governor Troup " Captured 
Near the close of the Civil War, the steamer "Gov- 

ernor Troup" was captured by a band of deserters 
from the Confederate Army at  Town Bluff, a few miles 
below the junction of the Ocmulgee and Oconee 
Rivers. 

The "Governor Troup" was on her way down trip 
from Hawkinsville with a cargo of supplies for the 
Confederate army on the coast. At Town Bluff, where 
she had landed to take on wood, the band of deserters 
boarded her, took possession, placed guards over the 
pilots and engineers and forced them to run the boat 
to Savannah where she was delivered to the Union 
forces for a large money consideration. 

The engineers of the steamer, Mr. Isaac Higgs, now 
a resident of Appling County, and Mr. Miller, late of 
Hawkinsville, conspired to blow up the boat with the 

I deserters on board, but desisted on learning that some 
prominent men from Irwin and Telfair Counties were 0 

on board sleeping in their staterooms. The engineers 
intended saving themselves, in case that the boat was 
blown up, by taking refuge in the wheel house, the 
" Governor Troup" being a sidewheel steamer, they 
could easily have exploded the boiler. 



The Steamer ' ' Wanderer " 

A few years prior t o  the Civil War, the noted 
steamship "Wanderer" landed a cargo of African 
negroes on the coast in the vicinity of Brunswick in 
violation of law, as years before Congress had passed a 
law prohibiting the importation of African slaves into 
the United States. 

This cargo of Africans was smuggled in and a 
portion of them were shipped up to Ocmulgee and 
landed at Jacksonville, it being the object of the 
promoters of the enterprise to sell them as slaves. 

But the authorities learned of the affair and sent 
officers to arrest. the negroes as well as those having 
them in charge. Those landed at  Jacksonville were 
captured, sent to Savannah, and either liberated or 
deported. 
- - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

(Left) ARTHUR LOTT, who represented Coffee County in the Legis- 
lature 1900-01. 

(Right) MAJOR JOHN M. SPENCE, Captain Company C., 5th Ga. 
Regiment, and later was elected Major of his regiment. He was also 
a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1877. 



The Ocmulge~ River Section 

Plantation Memories 

By Mrs. Lon Dickey 

The Ocmulgee River section of Coffee County lies 
along the Ocmulgee River in the northern part of 
Coffee County. Before the Civil War this section was 
the wealthiest and most cultured section of Coffee 
County. The Ashleys who lived up there were big 
slaver owners. Nathaniel Ashley owned more than 
a hundred slaves. 

A public road ran through this section and was 
known as "The River Road." Many beautiful homes 
were located along this highway which led from the 
section around Hazlehurst to Hawlrinsville, Ga. 

But it is not altogether of military heroes that I 
would write. For there are the character builders of 
Coffee County, those who believed in the study of the 
Holy Bible as a foundation of character. 

The Boyd Planmion 

There are two thousand acres included in it, and 
it lies three miles from the western boundary of the 
county, on the road from Hawkinsville to Hazlehurst. 

The first accounts I have of it is that it was owned 
by one Hiram Swain, and was purchased by Cornelius 
Ashley, of Telfair County, for his son, Jonathan 
Ashley, who married Miss Elizabeth Shelton, daughter 
of Major Charles Shelton. 

Major Shelton is buried a t  the Old Block House 
just across the river, and on his tombstone we read 



thal; lic was boru Nov. 1-6, 1787, and died July 10, 
1871, nearly eighty-four years of age. 

His descendants arouncl Valdosttl are numerous, but 
only two grandsons were born t o  hirn in Coffee County, 
Naxey and Ed Ashley, the former now living in 
Valdosta. His son, " J. M. the third," served in the 
World War from Lowndes County. 

The Ashley Sisters 

At the death of Cornelius Ashley his slaves were 
divided, and his daughters, Mary and Ellen, came over 
from Telfair County and made their home with their 
brother, Jonathan, who worked their slaves, twenty- 
five each, on this old plantation. 

Mary married a Medlock, and Ellen .married a 
Culver, from Culverton, in Hancock County. Her 
daughter, Burrows Culver, named for her Grand- 
mother Burrows Maxey Ashley, ma.rried A. J. Comer 
and lived at Cordele in 1924. 

There were other Ashley families along the river 
road all the way to Hazlehurst, and, as I understand 
it, Nat and Cornelius were the sons of old Dr. Bill 
Ashley, one of the first settlers of Telfair County. 
Matt Ashley, who organized the Fourth Georgia 
Cavalry, from Coffee County, was the son of Nat 
Ashley. His children were Dr. Bill Ashley of Ocilla, 
Marshall Ashley of Douglas, Mrs. J. J. Lewis and 
Nrs. William Hinson of I-Iazlehurst. 

However, to use a right expression, their "family 
tree has become a forest," and it is not for me to try 
t o  unravel its history. Ashley River, on which are 
the famous Magnolia Gardens of Charleston, is named 
for one branch of their family. 



Was Store Keeper 

My father, Capt. Boyd, was a member of a. family 
of twelve children, near Lumber City, and after re- 

- ceiving his education at  Spring Hill Academy near 
there, he came over to "keep store" for his cousin, 
Jonathan Ashley. 

Susan Caroline Ashley was. my father's grand- 
mother, and also, Elizabeth Shelton was his first 
cousin. And oh, the many happy and amusing ex- 
periences my father had with the slaves with which 
he used to delight us, for he was an excellent story 
teller. 

My grandfather was James Boyd, born in Camden 
County, April 14, 1807. My grandmother was Mary 
Ann Monroe, born November 5th, 1811. They were 
married in Laurens County, Georgia, December 23, 
1830. My grandfather died at his Telfair County home 
January lst,  1884, and my grandmother came to make 
her home with us until she passed away March 25th, 
1885. 

Memory Goes Back 

The question is often discussed, how far back into 
childhood can one remember ? 

I heard grandmother tell many delightful things 
concerning my father's oldest brother, Dr. Augustine 
Monroe Boyd, who had visited often at the home of 
Jonathan Ashley. 

I He received his medical education at  the old Shorter 
College, which was then a medical college for men, 
located a t  Cave Spring, I was told. There he married 
Miss Eva Fitxgerald, October 3, 1854. Shorter was 
later moved to Rome. 



He served througliont tlic Wax Betweol the States 
a.s surgeon fo r  the Confederate forces, principally 
from Macon up to Virginia. 

Goes to  Mexico 
At the close of the war he bitterly declared that the 

United States was no place in which to rear a family, 
with its free negroes, carpet baggers, and other un- 
desirable conditions brought on by the war, so he 
took his family of several sons and a daughter t o  
New Orleans, thence down to Tuxpam Bay, in Mexico, 
and at one time lived in Tampico. He died there July 
21st, 1886. Although he tried to persuade the other 
members of his family to accompany him, my Aunt 
Ella Jane Boyd, for whom I was named, was the only 
one who went, having married Captain Archibald 
Hughes, of Mt. Vernon, in Montgomery County. She 
lived there eight years, but returned and died the 
last member of her family, December 28th, 1929. 

But getting back to Coffee County. My father, 
Julius Warren Boyd, volunteered and joined a com- 
pany a t  Jacksonville, and all the plantation and a 
great many people from other homes in Coffee went 
over t.0 see them off. My father left as lieutenant, 
but on the death of their captain he took his place, 
Captain of Company H, 20th Georgia Infantry. 

He served throughout the war without coming home, 
a.nd was paroled at Appomattox Court House, Vir- 
ginia, April 9th, 1865. 

Off to Valdosta 

With the slaves freed, all of the Coffee County 
Ashleys moved to Valdosta. Captain Boyd was left 



ill charge of thc J oniithii~l Ashley plantation, until the 
death of Mr. Asliley onc year after settling in Val- 
dosta. 

Captain Boyd purchased it and, March 31, 1870, 
married Miss Marcella Smith, on the William Ashley 
plantation three miles further east. 

On this plantation, right near the "Big House," are 
two old weatherstained tombstones that are very dear 
to me. Their inscriptions read: "Sacred to the memory 
of Joshua H. Frier. Died Feb. 28th, 1872. Aged 65 
years, 9 months, and 28 days. None knew him but 
to love him." 
"Narcissa Frier, die2 March 26, 1887. I love them 

that love me; and those that seek me early shall find 
me. Proverbs 8 :17." 

Things That Live 

The stone was placed there by Mr. J.. M. Ashley, 
of Douglas, who was surprised on receiving through 
her will this old plantation which had come to her, 
with its slaves, through her first husband, Capt. 
William Ashley, who died May lst, 1839. 

What would have been a mere pittance decided 
among others, was managed judiciously by its new 
owner, who traded it to Reverend Monroe Wilcox for 
a body of pines farther back from the river, and gave 
him the start in naval stores business that helped him 
to amass a fortune in and around Douglas. 

Reverend Wilcox had also married a second time, 
and his wife, who was my mother's cousin, Emma 
Pickren, became another sweet memory to me as a 
neighbor. But just now it is of my great uncle and 



aunt, Joshua Frier and Narcissa Frier, that I would 
offer a few words in memory and appreciation. 

Just a Tribute 

She wasfirst Narcissa Smith, and at the time of my 
Grandfather and Grandmother Smith, near Denton, 
took her three nieces, Narcissa, Annie and Marcella, 
and reared them, and as there were no schools that 
I ever heard of, except one on the adjoining plantation 
of Mr. Archibald McClean, they taught them all they 
ever knew. Uncle Joshua becoming one of my mother's 
sweet and sacred memories, for he was a gentleman 
of the old school and a loyal and devoted Christian. 

The old school of which I speak was taught by a 
dear old gentleman whom my mother called "Uncle 
Tarrant," but she was never privileged to attend this 
old school but three months. 

The eldest of these three orphan girls, Narcissa, 
married Mr. Aaron Frier and reared a large family 
in the lower part of the county. 

An Old Dactor 

Annie married Dr. James Allison Googe, whose 
father had come into the country from Holland. It 
was his second marriage, and they lived at  Milltown 
and Homerville, and finally on one of the river planta- 
tions. She is buried at  Oalr Grove Church with one 
of her sons, Walter Googe. The others were Jefferson 
Lee and William Robert Googe, the latter being Dr. 
W. R. Googe of Abbeville. 

Mareellt~ inarried Captain Jnlins Warren Boyd, 
March 31, 18'70, and eleven children were born to 
them at their plantation home. 



A Church Founded 

One of the first things my father did after his mar- 
riage t o  my mother March 31, 1870, was t o  begin a 
Methodist Church on his grounds. This was Oak 
Grove Church, and was not finally completed until 
along in the 80's, when Mr. Miles Wilson Howell, of 
Suffolk, Va., and Mr. John McLean began naval stores 
operations in that part of the country and contributed 
greatly ia the upbuilding of the church. 

Mr. "Tony flowell," as he was called, married my 
sister, Leila Boyd, in October, 1891, and Mr. John 
McLean married Miss Anne Latimer, daughter of Dr. 
Latimer, of Hazlehurst. 

This church was burned sometime after my family 
moved t o  Fitzgerald in 1900, and later my husband 
gave lumber from his old saw mill at West Green and 
it was rebuilt across the road from the old site, some 
of the builders being A. &I. Wilcox, Duncan McLean, 
Anderson McLean, and Mr. Dickey. 

A Returned Soldier 

I recall a very touching incident of my mother's 
girlhood days which she told to me, and which hap- 
pened at  an old church along the old river road 
beyond Rocky Creek, somewhere between there and 
Hazlehurst. 

It was during the War Between the States, and my 
mother had seen two of her brothers march sway to 
war, also two of then1 ]lad gone from Bronson, F'la., 
which is way domi on tulle Suwanee River i n  T~evy 
County. 

Her favorite brothcr, Neil Smith, llad been wonnded 
ancl had been reported near death in some far distant 



land, and she was feeling very sad and distressed 
when two of her friends, Miss Roxie Reed who later 
married Captain Tom Wilcox, and Miss Rebecca Me- 
Duffie who married Mr. Willis Dorminey, came to 
accompany her to  this old church, which was nothing 
more than a shelter with a brush arbor built around 
it, though the elite of the land gathered there at  
these annual meetings in summer. 

Sitting there listening to the old minister, with her 
face toward the east, she saw a soldier limping down 
the road in a tattered grey uniform, who, on reaching 
the crowd that rushed out to meet him when he col- 
lapsed from hunger and fatigue, turned out to be her 
brother, Neil Smith. 

This brother afterward married Miss Nannie Smith, 
of Homerville, and lived in Valdosta a number of 
years, later moving with his large family to 
Nacadoschee, Texas, where he died. 9 

Saw General Beauregard 

Another war incident my mother remembered was 
of seeing General Beauregard and his staff of uni- 
formed officers who stopped and had dinner a t  the 
home of her uncle and aunt following the surrender. 

Needless to say, a great feast was prepared and after 
partaking of it the distinguished visitors drove rapidly 
away to the west along the old river road. She under- 
stood that they hsci been around Savannah and 
Charleston, ancl altliongli I never smv anyone who 
knew of General Beauregard and his staff taking'this 
~oute ,  my mother was quite snrc this ~ v o s  lie, and ever 
rememberccl the thrill she felt on sccing the beautiful, 
sleek black horses, their shining harness, and the 



glittering nniforms of the general and his staff, their 
courtly manners, and the sorrows they expressed over 
the surrender. 

The Fussell Faslily 

The great tract of land lying in Coffee County, 
coming from the west, was owned by the Fussell 
family. A granddaughter in this family married Mr. 
Daniel Newbern, and their children were: Emma, 
Winnie, Billy, Dan, Jesse and Eula. Two of these, 
Mrs. Micajah Vickers (Winnie) and Mrs. Cottingham 
(Eula) now live in Douglas. 

Another granddaughter, Miss Mary Fussell, married 
Mr. Duncan McLean, and they still live on a section 
of these lands. Mrs. M. 3'. Head, who was Mary Ella 
McLean, lives in Douglas. 

The new road leading to the bridge at Jacksonville 
Ferry passes, through these lands, the old fields of 
which were among the most fertile and most diligently 
cultivated " Bef o ' de Wah. " 

Plantation Memories 

About three miles out from the river, which i s  at 
Sapp's Still on this road, there is a ridge from which 
may be seen the blue hills of Telfair County across 
the river. At some points this is a beautiful panorama 
which spreads out before one on clear days. It is only 
of these plantations in this valley that I make mention. 

The McLean, Family 

The next plantation to the east of my fatlier was 
the Archibald McLean estate. These were Scotch 



people, am1 were grt3a.l sheep misers. i\ sheep shear- 
ing at their river homc was on(: of the I'cst i v t :  occ;tsions 
of the eighties. 

The tombstone at Oak Grove Cemetery has these 
two inscriptions : "Archibald McLean, born March 16, 
1818. Died January 6, 1900." "Margaret Ann Mc- 
Lean, died February 4, 1888, aged 46 years, 4 months, 
and 11 days." 

The latter was a daughter of Mr. Duncan McRae, of 
Telfair County, a member of the Scotch colony that 
settled that county in 1807. She grieved sadly over 
the death of their eldest son, Albert, who was killed 
in battle near Griffin, Ga., during the War Between 
the States, in 1864. He was a member of Company B, 
Artillery Battalion. 

The other children were Flora Ella, Mary, John, 
Duncan, Anderson, and Frank. 

The youngest, Frank, married Miss Ophelia Graham, 
of Telfair County, January 22, 1890, and their 
"1nfar.e" at the McLean home f olloming the marriage 
was one of the festive occasions of that period. She 
was a most lovable person, and was ever afterward a 
friend of my mother, a good neighbor and church 
member. 

Their children were: Walter, Edna, Franlr, Lola 
Mae, Roy, Jewell, Oscar, and John. Walter died early, 
and Frank was in service in the World War twenty- 
two months, eighteen of which were spent in France, 
while Roy was in service eighteen months, spending 
eleven months in France. They have been resident; 
of Douglas for some years. 



Reveren'd Monroe Wilcox 

The first wife of Eevorcncl Monroe 'bvilcos was Miss 
Mary Wooten, and her simple mtlrker at  Oak Grove 
has this inscription : " Mary Wilcox, born Feb. 28th, 
1835, died June 16, 1887." 

Their children were Augustus and Marvin, and the 
following dauglrters : Pet, William Hogan, of Mystic ; 
Katherine, named T. L. Pickern; Elizabeth, named 
M. E. Yarbough, who died; and Cora, now Mrs. Wil- 
liam Denton. 

This good mail served Oak Grove Church for many 
years, and his son, Gus, who died about 1926, kept 
the church and Sunday school going after all of the 
old river families had moved away, his family still 

I being devoted to its welfare. 

Beyond Rocky Creek 

Next t o  the McLean estate was the plantation be- 
longing to Aunt Narcissa Frier, formerly Mrs. William 
Ashley. Then came the treacherous and turbulent 
Rocky Creek, beyond which I know very little. There 
were the families of Wiley Byrd, Abraham Minchew, 
John Piclrern, Colonel Manning, Colonel Hammond, 
Matt Ashley, the Paces, Taylors, Currys, Hinsons, and 
many others. 

Colonel Manning married an Ashley, I think a sister 
of Matt Ashley. I heard people speak of the large 
number of slaves he owned before the war. There 
was considerable wealth on this portion of the river 
road, which, of course, was wiped out with the freeing 
of the slaves in 1863, and practically all of the old 
families drifted away from their plantations and left 
them in the hands of strangers. 



Spcrlki~ig of lCoclcy C!~ecIi, wllicll was pri~.otiea.lly the  
tlivicling line of thc two  sccl, io~ls of the rivcr road, olle 
.is ctlarmecl wit11 thc wild beauty of this stream, for it 
is one of ruggedness and mystery. 

The Picnic Rocks 

Its ruggedness begins with the great grey boulders 
of the picnic rocks, lrnomn in former times as "falling 
waters," for there was quite a water fall at this spot 
which was near the home of Major McNeill, one of the 
pioneer naval stores operators from Robeson County, 
North Carolina, who gave the place its name. 
' 

From there on to the Ocmulgee River, there were 
two great cliffs lining each side of a wooded stretch 
through which this stream flowed, great grey boulders 
with crevasses in them, and others poised perilously 
on top of each other just as though there had been a 
great upheaval there in the days gone by. 

Dr. ~ c ~ a l l i e ,  State Geologist, once said tha t  such 
conditions indicated oil beneath a surface. At any 
rate, it excites the wonder of visitors to see these great, 
bo~~lders  balanced as though they might topple over, 
but never do. 

The River &s$s 

I recall the steamboats o n  the Ocmulgee, some of 
them being the "City of &lacon," "City of Hawkins- 
ville," and "Lumber City," the latter being the prop- 
erty, I think, of Captain Eli Wilcox. 

Captain John L. Day, of LumberCity, had a line of 
steamboats named for his children, the ''Tommy Day," 
the "Ida Barrett," and the "John L. Day." Later he 
built a more pretentious boat and named it for his 
son who had died, "The Harry G. Day." 



There was r411itc n c!t:lel>ration mhcn this boat made 
its first trip up a.s f a r  as old Jaclrsonville Ferry, wllich 
was almost opponitc ollr plimtation. Tllc new boat was 
in charge of Captain Charley Phillips, and he treated 
the entire village of Jacksonville and its countryside 
to a free ride back to Barrows Bluff, on our side, for 
a fish fry. 

Flowers Blossom Unseen 

However, neither visitors nor natives venture very 
far in this wild solitude because it is known as a 
refuge for rattlesnakes and wild goats that scamper 
away at  the sight of a human being. 

Great magnolias, white dogwood, wild azaleas, 
grandfathers beard, Judas tree, crabapple, wild phlox, 
purple violets, and other woodland beauties, each 
spring blossom unseen along this stream, for it is in  
spring that it "goes on a rampage," and halts the 
motorist or traveler of any kind, for no bridge ha.d 
been built over it when I last saw it. 

During the War Between the States, those who 
would not fight hid out in the rocks, searchers almost 
catching a group of them once in a cave known as 
"The Billy Goat Eouse," where their fire was found 
st.ill burning. Heavy rains in recent years have filled 
in the caves to a great extent, and perhaps in years to 
come they may be hidden in drifting sand. 

The Big Fish Fry 

The fish were caught and prepared by Mr. Tony 
IIowell and Mr. John McLean, whose naval stores 
products furnished the boats with chief card 0 oes. 

Happy negro men fried the fish, cooked the bread, 
made lemonade with ' ' Boughten Ice, " families 



brought great hampers filled with good things to eat, 
and altogether i t  was one of the most notable and 
festive occasions of that period. 

The big boat with its bright red roofs and fresh 
white painted sicles, grey decks and big water wheel 
delighted my young mind as we all went aboard in 
line to inspect its plush carpeted cabin, state rooms, 
dining hall, and upper decks. It was one of the most 
memorable occasions people had enjoyed since "Befo' 
cle Wah. ' ' 

The Old House 

This old house in which I was born was a double- 
pen log affair ceiled inside with wide, smooth boards, 
and weatherboarded outside, porch all the way across 
front, shed room and side porch, and previously the 
big kitchen had been set quite a distance from the 
house, in case of fire it was easier to save one or the 
other. There was a dining room adjoining the kitchen 
for good weather, and another indoors for unpleasant 
weather. 

From time to time portions of the original dwelling 
had been torn away and the good lumber utilized in 
adding necessary rooms for our family. Lumber was 
not available then, all this having been sawn at 
Lumber City and floated up on barges, and all the 
bricks for the chimney and tall pillars ha.d been made 
in Macon and hauled down in wagons. 

Rooms were designated as "Consin Lizzie's old 
room, " " Mary and Ellen's room, " the " Preacher's 
room," and the "Company room," a,nd so on. Later 
a lritchen and "Blow way7' were added ancl the olcl 
lritchen convertecl into a clairy. 



The Cotton Industry 

Raising cotton was still the order of the day when 
my father, Capt. Boyd, began his married life on the 
plantation. And although the old gin houses and 
storage houses had fallen into a state of decay when 
I first began t o  observe operations, the old loom house 
was in a fair state of preservation, and considerable 
weaving was done by my mother, aunts, and my oldest 
sister. There were wonderful bedspreads, heavy white 
cloth, and "Blue Jeans.'' 

Worlring thread into "hanks" for the loom on the 
old warping bars was a delight to me. And the 
spinning wheel was ever a source of fascination to us. 
Carding bats of white, fluffy new cotton with which 
to pad quilts was, also, nlost intriguing, and gathering 
indigo for dye furnished us many happy excursions' 
into the woods and blossoming hedges. 

My father carried his cotton in wagons to market. 
It brought anywhere from four to six cents, which 
collld not have helped much with our finances. 

Old Slave Quarters 

The olcl slave quarters had fallen into a state of 
clecay, ancl many houses had been torn away to re- 
build a sufficient number for our use, leaving a row 
of old +ells and chimney mounds. 

The slaves had literally played " Tnrn over the Fruit 
Baslret" in their restlessness, so that the old ones 
moved away and we had a remnant of the Hatton and 
McArthur negroes from across the river, and the 
Hammonds, Mannings and others of our side. 



An orphaned colored child reared by Aunt Narcissa 
Frier, and who was her little body servant up to the 
time of her death, lives in Fitxgerald a t  the present 
time, and is an excellent seamstress and is well edu- 
cated. The majority of them were trained to be 
excellent cooks, laundry women and seamstresses. 



The Ku Klux Klan 
The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan has become a 

pe

r

manent, nationwide organization comprising mil- 
lions of the best citizens of tlie nation. 

The Douglas Klan No. 105 Realm of Georgia. 
Konklave assembled pledge and adopt the following 
resolutions as part of the program for the year 1930: 

A firm defense of the .Constitution of the United 
States and to assist in creating in the minds of the 
people a finer, better ~uiderstanding and appreciation 
of what it means to live under the Glorious American 
Flag. 

1. To aid in a strict law enforcement program. 
2. To assist and co-operate with city and county 

officials in the apprehension of bootleggers, rum 
runners and whiskey makers. 

3. To assist and support any movement which will 
furnish and provide healthful and wholesome recrea- 
tion for the young people. 

4. To defend, patronize, support and attend all 
Protestant American Churches and Institutions, par- 
ticularly the Churches and Public Schools. 

5. To uphold and defend the Holy Bible as it is 
written. 

6. The unwavering devotion to  our sacred duty as 
Klansmen. 

"In the name of our fathers, for our country, our 
homes and each other." 



The Douglas Cemetery 
The Douglas Cemetery is one of the most beautiful 

in South Georgia. It is located about a mile north of 
the city. It is on high, rolling land. A great deal of 
attention has been given the cemetery by the ladies 
of Douglas. Several years ago the cemetery was 
planted with trees and shrubbery. Some of the trees 
are : Arborvitae, Juniper trees, bnt the most beautiful 
of all are the tall trees called Italian Cypress. They 
grow forty and fifty feet high. The limbs are very 
short and cling t o  the body of the tree. They are very 
beautiful and very scarce in South Georgia. The 
Douglas Cemetery has scores of them. 

The ladies of Douglas have a n  organization, the pur- 
pose of which is to keep the cemetery clean and to 
keep everything in order on the grounds. This ceme- 
tery is not an old cemetery and is not as large as some 
other cemeteries in Georgia, but is so well kept and 
the tombstones are so beautiful and so varied that they 
lend a charming beauty t o  the grounds that few other 
cemeteries have. Perhaps it is the only cemetery in 
South Georgia that has a mausoleum. Those contained 
in the mausoleum are : John Marshall Ashley, born July 
31st, 1861, and died October 2Sth, 1916. John Marshall 
Ashley, Jr., born February 4th, 1915, died October 
24th, 1916. John Wooten Clements, born October 15th, 
1848, died March 31st, 1925. Isabel McRae Clemens, 
born October 17th, 1851, died August 21st, 1929. John 
R. Slater, died Sept. 7th, 1930, age 38 years. 

Other persons buried in the cemetery are: Joe F. 
Gaskin, Private 328 Inf. 82nd Division (World War), 
died October 13th, 1918. John Tanner, born January 
8th, 1881, died March lst, 1928. Harrison Kirkland, 



born January 6th, 1866, and died March 19th, 1929. 
Daniel Vickers, born May 28th, 1873, died July 7tl1, 
1919. J. I. Hatfield, born December 14th, 1861, diecl 
August 7th, 19.20. Oscar Rudolph, born June 13th, 
1861, died May 26th, 1929. Alexander Jardine, born 
September 3rd, ' 1866, died August 4th, 1913. R. J. 
Cornelius, born 1887, died 1927. Mrs. Frances Over- 
street, born May 6th, 1872, died January 17th, 191.9. 
Alice Clernens Terrell, born April 7th, 1873, died 
August 26th, 1917. Boyce Gaskin, wife of W. M. 

'Gaskin, born February 23rd, 1848, died October 4th, 
1910. Fannie Lott, wife of Daniel Lott, born February 
28th, 1815, 'died October 28th, 1897. Daniel Lott, died 
June 19th, 1872, age 77 years. Lucinda Lott, died 
March 17th, 1848, age 51 years. John &!t. Lott, Sia., 
born 1831, died October 6th, 1907. Mrs. Mary Jane 
Lott, born January 28th, 1837, died December l l th ,  
1910. Henry Peterson (Hal'), died November l l th ,  
1878, 57 years of age. Martha Peterson, died February 
l l th ,  1905, 76 years of age. Benajah Peterson, 
born April loth, 1860, died August lst, 1915. Minnie 
V. Sellers, born August 5th, 1859, died March 10, 
1912. Willis McDonald, born July 8th, 1871, died 
October 15th, 1906. Annie H'enson Kirklancl, wife of 
V. W. Kirkland, born November 26th, 1859, and died 
September Sth, 1915. Franlr L. Sweat, born March 
19th, 1866, and died September 16th, 1915. B. II. 
Tanner,, born March 17th, 1861, died December 24th, 
1920. Rosa Ann Tanner, horn October 27th, 1.867, and 
died December 17th, 1.910. Mother Brice was born 
October 2nd, 1846, a ~ l d  diccl September 1.8tl1, 1915. 

David H. Kirliland was one of the first merchants 
in the town of Douglas. The Kirkland store stood 



about where the Chevrolet place now stands. He was 
born in 1835 and died February 15th, 1865. He was 
the first man who was buried in -the Douglas Ceme- 
tery. George R. Briggs was born December29th, 1839, 
died October 12th, 1924. Sallie Peterson, the wife of 
Renry Peterson, died 1891. Rev. C. W. Infinger was 
born August 22nd, 1856, died March 23rd, 1896. 
Tobitha T. Infinger was born December 27th, 1849, 
died January lst, 1923. R. G. Kirkland was born 
October 13th, 1860, died March 22nd, 1920. John 
McLean was born January 5th, 1860, and died May 
%th, 1909. Judge Calvin A. Ward was born December 
20th, 1857, and died April Nth, 1926. Emma J. Ward 
was born February 18th, 1866, and died March 19th, 
1921. Desdemonia Ward was born 1847, died May 3rd, 
1902. 

Dr. Henry C. Whelchel, born in Hall County, Geor- 
gia, in 1861, and died 1929. Maggie F. Goodyear, 
born April 15th, 1862, and died September loth, 1926. 
Duncan S. Goodyear, born November lst, 1857, died 
January 17th, 1929. Thomas Shelton Deen, born Sep- 
tember l l th ,  1855, died October ~ l t h ,  1901. Mary E. 
Deen, wife of T. 8. Deen, born January 3.0th, 1856, 
died August 12th, 1918. Thomas S. Price, born 1870, 
died 1927. Lula Drew Price, born 1879, died 1927. 
Captain John W. Price, born February 31st, 1839, diecl 
March 5th, 1922. Sarah A. Ward, born May 3rd, 1834, 
died October 26t11, 1918. Widow of John F. Ward, 
Company C, 50th Georgia,. "Who now sleeps in an 
unknown grave near Frcdericlrsbnrg, Virginia. " A 
beautiful Confeclerate flag is carved on the slab cover- 
ing this grave. Annie Canova Ward was born June 
4th, 1867, died January 29th, 1926. 



The Public Schools 
In the early days 

of Coffee County and 
before the War Be- 
tween t h e states, 
there were very few 
a n d  v e r y  p o o r  
schools. Most of the 
teaching was clone 
by a class of t'ran- 
sient teachers whose 
learning was limited 
t o  the rudiments of 

PROF. MELVIN TANNER the three R's-Read- 
Superintendent County Schools of ing, 'Riting a n  d 

Coffee County. 'Rithmetic- a n d 
whose powers of dis- 

cipline lay largely in their ability to wield the rod. 
During the four years of the war, practically no 

. schools were operated. The period of reconstruction 
witnessed little change for the better. With the 
adoption of the State Constitution in 1877 provisions 
were made for a system of common schools for giving 
instruction in the elementary branches of an English 
education to be paid for through state appropriations 
made and authorized by the Legislature. 

Gradually the school spirit in Coffee County began 
to rise. J .  Monroe Wilcox, a, local Methodist minister, 
rr. saint.1~ man, ancl a progressive citizen, was clectetl 
County School Commissioner by the newly constitutecl 
County Board of Education. 

The meager state income being the only means of 



I s o t  , Lllc sc*llools csta l~lisl~ccl wcrc taught 
in C ~ O ~ I I ~ I * ~  ch~~~*cl ic~s  a n d  i l l  littrlo log b~lildings crecterl 
through co~llmonity oo-ol)cratioil. l'hc school term was 
limited to three months, taught largely through the 
summer. Few teachers were paid more than twenty- 
five dollars per month. The Commissioner and Board ' 

of Education paid off annually, usually the first Mon- 
day in January. 

Following the administration of Commissioner Wil- 
cox, W. B. Tarrent- succeeded to the office, followed by 
W. H. Love, Malcom Meeks, John Fussell, Jeff Kirk- 
land, Melvin Tanner, J. H. Williams, J. G. Floyd, H. 
C. Roberts, and again Melvin Tanner, the present 
incumbent. 

In the year 1900, Coffee, then. the largest in area, 
1123 square miles, of any county in the 'state, had 
eighty white schools and forty colored. The income 
for the support of this large number aggregated ap- 
proximately $8,000.00. Five years later, 1905, the 
number of schools, white and colored, had been re- 
duced to about eighty. The income by this time had 
grown t o  $12,113:41, all derived from the state. 

About the year 1900 the city of Douglas, through 
Legislative Act, established an independent, or local 
system. 

~ r o x t o n  and Nicholls also established local systems 
which operated as independent units until 1927, when 
Broxton by vote of its citizens came back into the 
County School System. In 1929 Nicholls followed suit. 
Douglas continues t o  operate as an independent 
system. 

Until 1911, the county schools had no income other 
than the state appropriation. In  this year the citizens 



voted I o levy ii cotlnt ymitlc seliool t ax  ]lot esccedi~tg 
five mills, t llc constituti ona.1 1 illlit un tler what IV;IS 

then lmown as the 'McMicllael Act. Up to this time 
no effort had been made to give high school instruction 
in the schools comprising the County System. 

Through consolidation there are now five local tax 
districts in the county, viz: Arnbrose, Broxton, 
Nicholls, Pridgen, and West Green. There are also 
two county line units-lax and Temperance-that 
have voted local district tax. Nicholls District main- 
tains a Senior High School on the state accredited list. 
The other local tax districts are maintaining Junior 
High Schools operating eight months. 

More than four hundred pupils are enrolled in the 
high school departments. The income from all sources 
including district tax for school year 1929-30 aggre- 
gated approximately $65,000.00. 

The public school system of Georgia and Coffee 
County was based on the Constitution of 1877. Before 
that time the schools were operated by the parents 
of the pupils. All sorts of books were used, some of 
which are as follows : " Webster 's Blue Back Spelling 
Boolc," was used in all the schools. It was a great 
book. Full of information of all sorts. The principles 
of spelling and reading were taught in this book; in 
fact, it was a standard spelling book in the schools of 
that day. Among other books was "Smith's Arith- 
metic," "Smith's Grammar, ' ' ' McGuffie 's Readers, ' ' 
etc. 



ematics. (lopies set by tllc tcscllcr a l ~ d  so~netimes 
Copy Boolrs for writing were used. A black board was 
seldom seen in a school room. The main work in the 
school was to teach the three R's, Reading, 'Riting 
and 'Rithmetic. The three R's have now developed 
into "Rah, Rah, Rah." Another book in use at  that 
time was the Confederate Speller. It was after the 
order of the Blue Back Speller, but not as large a book. 
Much of the reading matter was quotations from 
"Poor Richard." I will give you a sample as I remem- 
ber it: 

"He that will steal an egg will steal an ox." 
" Never buy a thing because it is cheap. " . 
"Pride goes before a fall." 
" A rolling stone never gathers any moss.? ' 
"Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, 

wealthy and wise." 
"When Adam was created, 
I3e dwelt in Eden's shade 
As Moses has related, 
Ten thousand times ten thousand 
Creatures swarmed around, 
Before any bride was made, 
Or any Mate was found." 
"God has a thousand musicians on every hill and 

ten thousand in every valley." 



Teachers Coffee County Public Schools, 
1 930-3 1 

Mr. W. M. Melton, Mr. Thomas Gregory, Miss Alma 
Watson, Miss Ruby Smith, Miss Polly Fletcher, Miss 
Jul ia  Harper, Miss Lydia Viclrers, Miss Maxie Mixon, 
Miss Gussie Mixon. 

Broxton Sclzool 

Mr. D. Foster, Mr. J. W. McCallum, Miss Beulah 
Harden, Mrs. E. J. Newbern, Miss Hanna Neal Jones, 
Miss Lucille Keene, Miss Mattie Talley, Miss Zella 
Barwick, Mrs. Rubye Brown, Miss Frances Cason, Miss 
I rma Willis, Miss Gladys Kilpatrick, Miss Emma 
Blount, Mrs. J. W. McCallum, Miss Gladys DuBose. 

Mr. V. E. Glenn, Mr. Clement Carton, Miss Marion 
Laine, Mr. E. M. Thompson, Miss Beatrice Meeks, Miss 
Miriam Anderson, Miss Alice Parker, Mrs. Stanley 
Martin, Miss Maude Griswold, Miss Rita Taylor, Mrs. 
A. P. Meeks, Mr. E. D. Gilliard. 

West Green .School 

Mr. J. 0. Wingard, Mr. J im Tom Bush, Mrs. J im  
Tom Bush, Miss Mildred G. Carmichael, Miss Elvira 
Jackson, Miss Erma Cross, Mrs. J. 0. Wingard, Mrs. 
L. L. Denton. 



Pridgen School 

Mr. E. M. Horne, Miss Lucille Lewis, Miss Arloa 
Pridgen, Miss Blanche England. 

Rocky Creek Scltool 

Mrs. W. C. Smith. 

Ro~cky Pond School 

Mr. E. C. Wideman, Mrs. W. J. Cavenaugh, Miss 
Rubye Burkett. 

New Fares* School 

Mr. M. B. Allrnan, Miss Lucille Douglas, Miss 
Johnnie Byrd. 

Sears School 

Mr. Ira Moore, Mrs. Myrtle Harrell Gillis. 

Stokesville School 

Mrs. Estelle Robinette, Miss Vera Gillis, Miss Estelle 
Gillis. 

Wmd School 

Mrs. W. R. Vickers, Mr. Felder Vickers, Miss Ger- 
trude Kirkland. 

Vickers School 

Mrs. D. P. McICay, Miss Beatrice Vinson. 

Vickers Chapel 

Mrs. Dorris Brown, Miss Bonnie Sumner. 



St, Illa School 

Miss Lillian Tanner, Miss Gladys Griffis. 

Sdem School 

Mrs. Fisher' Gaslrin, Miss Annie Clough, Miss 
Myrtice Griffis. 

Sunny Side School 

Mrs. J. S. Wilkerson, Miss Vida Lou Kight. 

McClelland Saool 

Mr. Pittman Vickers, Miss Bessie Butler. 



Douglas Public School Teachers 

High School 

Mr. J. L. Fortney, Supt.; Mr. F. M. Chalker, Prin.;  
Mr. J. A. Pulley, Coach; Miss Esther Strong, Super- 
visor; Miss Elizabeth Neal, Supervisor, Public School 
Music ; Miss Miriam Edwards, Teacher of Expression ; 
Miss Vivian Smith, Teacher of Piano; Miss Elizabeth 
Voigt, Librarian; Miss Agnes Saunders, Dom. Science ; 
Miss Mary Stanford, Latin; Miss Marion Coile, His- 
tory;  Miss Willie Pearl Davis, French; Miss Agnes 
McNair, Math. 

Elementary 
Miss Marion DuBose, Miss iUyrtle Jackson, Mrs. 

Esther Clements, Miss Melva Coffee, Mrs. ~ i l t o n  Cole, 

Miss Fannie Mae Norman, Miss Blanche Thornton, 
Mrs. G. L. Spiveg, Miss Olive Rogers. 

Primary 

Mrs. Mehr ill Tallllel*, 3tiss Sybil Sllelnutt, Miss 
Coriilne fJ;tclcsoll, Miss Nora I-Iuss, Miss Lola Mae Mc- 
Lean, Miss Lucy Hall, Miss Carolyn Hall, Miss Eliza- 
beth Brown. 



South Georgia State College 

The South Georgia State College was formerly the 
Eleventh District Agricultural and Mechanical School. 
In 1906 the General Assembly passed an act establish- 
ing an Agricultural and Mechanical School in each of 
the eleven congressional districts. Douglas won the 
school for the eleventh district by offering fifty-two 
thousand dollars, three hundred acres of land, and 
water and lights for a term of ten years. 

The first year's work began in the fall of 1907. Three 
splendid buildings were ready for the students and 
nearly every department had good equipment. The 
school continued to do general high school work, in- 
cluding Agriculture and Mechanical Arts and Home 
Economics, until the summer of 1927, at which time 
the General Assembly passed an Act creating the 
South Georgia, Junior State Collegc, tho n e ~ v  college 
absorbing all of thc property inclniling buildings, 
equipment and grounds, of thc Eleventh District A. 
65 M. School. The new charter permitted the South 
Georgia Junior State College to do two years of college 



work ant1 c o n t i n ~ ~ c  its lligll scllool ~rorlc so long as t h t  

Board of Trustecs and  Facl~lty clecmeil it wise to do so. 
In 1920 the General Asse~nbly changed the iiairle of 
the college by clropping the worcl "Junior." It is 
now the South Georgia State College. 

The South Georgia State College offers freshman 
and sophomore work in courses leading to the follow- 
ing degrees: Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, 
Bachelor of Education, Bachelor of Music. 

Charles W. Davis was the first principal, serving 
from 1907 to 1914. J. W. Powell from 1914 to 1917, 
C. W. Fraser from 1917 t o  1918, L. G.  Procter, 1918- 
19, J. M. Thrash from 1919 t o  1927, at  which time the 
charter was changed, creating a college, J. M. Thrash 
was electecl president, serving to date. 

The Faculty 1930-31 

J. M. Thrash, President, Georgia School of Tech- 
nology ; special work Mercer University. 

C. C. Childs, B.S., M.A., Dean, History and Social 
Sciences, Mercer University. 

T. A. Clower, A.B., M.A., Education, University of 
Georgia, Emory University. 

C. E. Lancaster, B.S.C., M.A., English, Mercer Uni- 
versity. 

C. A. Johnson, B.S., Science, University of Georgia. 
R. C. Childs, A.B., M.A., French, Spanish, Louisiana 

State University, Georgia, Peabody College for Teach- 
ers, Nashville, Tenn. 

Charles A. Reed A.B., M.S., Physics and Mathematics, 
University of Oklahoma. 



J .  11. Breedlove, L.I., I-Iistory, Science, Georgia, 
Peabody College f o r  Teachers, Iowa. Statc College of 
Agriculture. 

13. F. Johnson, B.S.C., Athletic Coach, Iilstructor in 
Mathematics, University of Georgia. 

Miss Mary T. Collins, A.B., Instructor in English, 
Georgia State College for Women, Milledgeville. 

Miss Jimmy Carmaclc, Home Economics, Girls' Dis- 
ciplinarian, Georgia State College for Women, Val- 
dosta, Graduate Student University of Georgia; Mer- 
cer University, Georgia, Peabody College. 

Miss Lucile Wheeler, Secretary and Registrar, Geor- 
gia State College for  Women. 

6 

Miss Ethel Wilkerson, Piano, Voice and Expression, 
Shorter College, New Yorlr School of Music,- Bush Con- 
servatory of Chicago. 

W. P. Richey, Mechanic Arts, Superintendent of 
Boys' Dormitory, South Georgia Junior State College, 
South Georgia A. & M. College. 

Mrs. B. J. Moye, Superintendent of Dining Hall, 
Warthen College. 



Georgia Normal Business Collegle 

The Georgia Normal College and Business Institute 
came into being at Abbeville in 189'7 with Prof. A. A. 
Kuhl and Prof. W. A. Little its head. 

It was operated there for about ten years, hundreds 
of students graduating in shorthand, bookkeeping, 
teachers' courses and business training courses. Doug- 
las at that time was little more than a village, but far- 
seeing citizens sought Little and Kuhl and persuaded 
them t o  come to Douglas. Within five years from the 
clate of their coming to Douglas in 1908, the popula- 
tion trebled. Conservative estimates reveal that 
5,500 students have graduated from the college since 
it came t o  this city. Further interesting information 
in connection with the development of both the school 
and the city, reveals that approximately $1,250,000 has 
been expended by students attending the school. The 



thirty-two ycars of ;I ctivj l y 1 l : ~ c  p~mescilted t o  the 
business ~vorld in practically cvcry state of the Union 
and Cuba, graduates that arc now 1esde~:s in the busi- 
ness world. Many of the G. N. B. C. have gained places 
prominent in political and financial circles as well as 

' 

high places in the religious world. 
For the past several years, Prof. and Mrs. A. A. 

Kuhl have operated the institution since Mr. Little 
severed his connection to accept the chair of English at 
the University of Florida. 

The new home will be ready for occupancy with the 
fall term in 1930, and will be more spacious and suited 
to the needs and purposes of the school. At present 
equipment is owned that invoices approximately $30,- 
000. There is not a commercial school in the State that 
has enjoyed greater success, o r  done more effective 
work. 



Coffee County, 1 930 
Size, Altitude-Longitude and Latitude- 

Population about 20,000. 

Coffee County, Georgia, January 1, 1930, consists of 
six hundred thirty-two square miles of territory sit- 
uated about ninety miles west of the Atlantic Ocean, is 
about three hundred feet above sea level. Its latitude 
is 31' 30N, longitude 82' 83". Population about 20,000 

About 1800 when this section of the country was 
first settled it had the appearance of a beautiful pine 
park with many streams of water. With beautiful 
hills and valleys, with hammocks on the east side of 
nearly all the large streams. There was p l e ~ t y  of game 
here, birds, turkeys and deer and the streams had 
plenty of fish. It will be observed that the hammocks 
and sand ridges are located on the east side of all the 
large streams. It is said by those who profess t o  know 
that ~vlien the waters of this country were flowing into 
the Atlantic Ocean the waters moved east and washed 
the sands into the streams from the west side over on 
the east side and that is why great banks of sand, 
covered with black jack oaks grow on the east side of 
the streams. You will further observe that the east 
side of the stream contains many springs. This is 
especially true of the Seventeen-Mile Creek. The reason 
for this is said to be when the rain falls on the sand 
hill on the east side of the stream it sinks down into 
the clay some ten o r  twenty feet and then seeps down 
to the stream and bursts out into a spring which con- 
tains the best and purest water in the world. It has 
been strained through a mile and more of sand. Gas- 



kin Sprilrgs on tllc cans(; side of the Seventeen-Mile 
Creelr, two miles lrolil l)onglas, is a good illustration 
of ~vliat is here sta,tecl. 

About the year 1800 there was not a decent road or  
bridge in all the territory now occupied by Coffee 
County: Later on theBlackshear Roadand the Colum- 
bus Road were "cut out" but were never graded nor 
bridges built. The only road which tradition has 
brought t o  our notice is a single pathway that led from 
old man Daniel Lott 's home, near where John Peterson 
now lives t o  the old Ward home where Mr. B. W. 
Tanner now lives. There was not s public road any- 
where to any place in this territory. The first bridge 
in Coffee County was built many after the civil 
war. 

In addition t o  the wildwoocls and a few pioneer 
citizens we had the Creek Indians and as they owned 
this country and lived here when we came here, we have 
thought it proper to give a somewhat extended write- 
up of the Creek Indians. It seems that no real history 
of the Creek Indians has ever been written-nothing 
describing their personal appearance, their habits of 
life, nor their real economic lives as they once lived 
in Coffee County. As a rule the Indian commissioners 
in their reports t o  the Government, consisted of some 
Medicine Men or green corn dance or some other mat- 
ter that did not make a history of the Creek Indians. 

A short biography of Billy Bow-Legs, the celebrated 
Seminole Indian Chief of Florida will appear in another 
place. 

The information upon which the story of the Creek 
Indians is written has been obtained from many sources. 
From the reports made to the Government by Iridian 



C~ommissioners. Dralre 's His toqy of American Indians 
qnd the ' ' Seminoles " of Florirla written by Mrs. Wil- 
sou of Kissi~nmee, Ploritla. I am also i~lclebted to Mr. 
George W. Powers who lived in Florida in 1846 and 
many years after that time ; he had a personal acquaint- 
ance with Billy Bow-Legs. ~ ~ u c l i  has been learned 
from tradition about the Creek Indians who lived in 
this section. They were friendly and were good mixers 
with the Pioneers of this section of the country. 

Coffee County has several varieties of native trees. 
Also many native birds, native fish, and native snakes. 
Each of these items is more fully discussed in spearate 
articles in this book. And it may be truly said that 
Coffee County is well watered. It is bound on the 
north by the Ocmulgee River. The Satilla River runs 
all the way through the southern section of t'he county. 
The Seventeen-Mile Creek is a large creek with numer- 
ous runs and lakes all through it. It rises in the 
northwestern part of the county and runs southeast 
entirely through the county. 

There are several smaller streams throughout the 
county. Otter Creek and Tiger Creek are in the cen- 
tral eastern part of the county and flow south into 
Seventeen-Mile Creek. In addition t o  these streams 
there are many other smaller streams such as gullies, 
branches, spring heads, etc. Many of the smaller 
streams never go dry. There are ever-running 
springs and so it can be truly said that Coffee County 
is well watered. In Pioneer days there were thousands 
of fish in these creeks and streams, but sad t o  say, 
poison, dynamite, seines, traps, etc., have destroyed 
nearly all the fish in small streams, and in like manner 
many of the birds have been destroyed by high-powered 



sliot guns anil J)jrd (logs. Ifiorest fires have greatly 
inj~lrecl the trees ;mil all yiwwing p l a ~ ~ t s  in  t.he wilcl 
woods; but it is worthy of note, that in two or  three 
years an abundance of fish mill raise in the streams, 
and when fire is kept out of the woods, pine trees come 
back rapidly and when the hunter gives the birds a 
chance, it only requires a few years to fill the woods 
again with quail and other birds. The goocl Lord 
seems to be on the giving hand and when we destroy 
one gift he sends another and so we find ourselves 
always in "God's Country in Coffee County." 



Douglas, the Capital City of Coffee 
County 

The Legislature of 
Georgia created Cof- 
fee County in 1854. 
Mr. James Pearson 
gave the county fifty 
a c r e s of land on 
which to build the 
public buildings for 
the county. T h i s  
fifty-acre t r a c t of 
land was surveyed 
into lots and blocks. 
The court house was 
not built until 1858. COURT HOUSE, DOUGLAS, GEORGIA 

The l u m b e r  for 
building the court house was sawed at a mill on 
the Ocrnulgee River. The lumber was floated down 
the river to Barrows Bluff and then hauled out to 
Douglas with ox teams. The court iionse was located 
back of the Overstreet building. The offices for the 
county officials were located on the second floor of 
the auclitorium where the cases were tried on the first 
floor. It is said that Coursey Cato nailed the last 
shingle on the court house when it was covered and 
that ilc st,ood on his hcail as  a. signal that  the building 
was  finisluid. 

Several jail houses hi~.ve beer1 built in Dooglas. The 
first jail was brick building and stood on the corner 
where the Tanner brick residence now stands. The 



brick out of which the building was built was a very 
poor grade and in a year or two the building fell down. 
The next jail that mas built was located about where 
the Coca-Cola building now stands and was built of 
hewn logs. The first story had no doors. The prisoner 
was taken upstairs and the ladder let down from the 
upper floor and the prisoner went down the ladder t o  
his quarters in the jail below. When the laditer was 
taken up the prisoner was safely in jail. The prisoner 
was taken out in the same manner. The last jail is 
the building that you now see on the court house 
square. It has stood there more than thirty years and 
two men have been hanged within its walls. 

The next building in Douglas was built for a hotel 
and boarding house. It was built of logs and was 
situated on the lot where the Peterson home now 
stands. The building was constructed by J. K. Hil- 
liard, who came from Holmesville, Georgia. The log 
hotel was a big success and was the only hotel in 
Douglas for many, many years. 

The first store house built in Douglas was occupied 
by Ive Kirkland. It was located near where the 
Chevrolet building now stands. The Spivey home and 
store stood where the court house now stands. He had 
a big family of girls and boys. The next store house 
was a small wooden building with a back ,room and a 
side room and stood where the Union Banlr building 
now stands. That building was occupied by Dr. 
Barber as an office and drug store and post ofice. 

From time to  time other buildings were coastrnctecl 
ancl other little store Eiouses were scattered around. The 
mail was brought here on horse haclr from Stockton, 
Georgia, about twice a week. 



There was a race track leading from about where 
the court house now stands down the road by the 
side of a fence and ended about wllere the A. B. & C. 
depot now stands. We had some wonderful races on 
that track by some wonderful horses by some won- 
derful riders. It often happened that the worse 
loolring horse won the race. 

All the matters and things written above transpired 
before the Civil War. When the war came on Douglas 
went to pieces. There was nothing here to make a 
town and no town was made. 

When the war was over and the soldiers returned 
home, Douglas was only a wide place in the road. It 
is said a troop of Yanlrees rode several days coming 
t o  Douglas, Georgia. W h e n  they reached here, it is said 
they walked out in the middle of the streets and 
looked north and east and south and west, and not 
a man was in sight, and they said in wonder and 
astonishment, "Is this Douglas? " "Are you sure this 
is Douglas 9" 

The old court house and an acre of land on which 
it stood was sold to B. Peterson and a new court house 
was built of wood where the present court house now 
stands. The old court house was used as a school 
house, as a church house, for shows, for political 
meetings, and for everything else that a house was 
needed for in Douglas. I might add also that the goats 
liad possession of it a long time. 

For nlaiiy y e i ~ ~ ~  a.ftter the wai: Jhuglas was only a 
little country hsmlet. Tllerc 1vas nothiiig here except 
big court twice a year. AII the business that Douglas 
should have had melit to IIazl.el~urst and to Pcarson. 
We had no railroa,ds and nothing t o  bnild up t,he town. 



The first train came t o  Douglas from McDonalds 
Mill, now Axson, about 1895. The next train that 
came to Douglas was the Waycross Air Line, a small 
railroad built by the Southern Pine Company from 
Nicholls up t o  Douglas in 1898. In a short time we 
had milroads to Fitzgerald and to Broxton. These 
roads have now grown into the great railroad systems 
of the A. B. & C. R. R. and the Georgia and Florida 
Railroad. 

With the coming of the railroads various enterprises 
came to Douglas. The Ashley-Price Lumber Company, 
the Agricultural School, G. & F. R. R. shops, and the 
Georgia Normal Business College. 

The first brick building in Douglas was a school 
building. It was built in 1896. The railroad was ex- 
tended from Dolvning to Douglas primarily for the 
purpose of hauling the brick to build the middle build- 
ing on the campus in Douglas. Professor John R. 
Overman taught the first school in the new building. 
The next building was a large wooden building with 
auditorium upstairs and is still standing on the south- 
west corner of the campus. The money for that was 
one thousand dollars paid by Lucius Guthrey for per- 
mission to  sell liquor in Douglas. 

Eighteen hundred and ninety-eight the court house 
was burned, and in 1900 the present brick court house 
was built. 

With the coming of the many enterprises mentioned 
above, Douglas put 011 n new life. Wiltcr ancl lights 
were installecl. Later on the streets of tho city were 
paved. Side ~vallrs werc laid along the pri~~ctipd streets 
of tlre city. Thc Baptist ancl Metlroclist churches wcre 
built. And from time t o  time improvements have 


