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husband and family near Parker's Gap, in Hamilton County, Tennessee.
Mrs. Reed is an active, energetic and intelligent lady. She was only
six years old a t the time of the battle, but her recollections are most clear
and vivid. When asked recently to tell something of the battle she graciously did so, and talked most interestingly of her experiences during the
battle and afterwards.
The first Federal soldiers seen by her and her family were foragers,
who first laid tribute upon their sweet potatoes and later on anything
else they could find, including eatables and live stock. She remembers
the roar of the battle on Friday when Wilder a t Alexander's bridge, and
Minty a t Reed's bridge, were disputing the crossing of the Confederates.
Her father refused a t that time to leave the home, and the next morning they heard the increasing thunders of the conflict which began first
at Jay's mill and then spread m u t b a r d towarld Lee and Gordon's mill,
until from the whole five mile front arose the infernal din of battle.
About three o'clock on Saturday afternoon, the 19th, bullets began falling around their house, and going through the roof, and their father
gave the word to retreat. They went northwest from their house up a
ravine, and camped in the woods. As the battle surged nearer, the missiles began again to whistle about them, compelling them to retreat further into the woods. Here they made camp, and a s stated elsewhere, remained for eight days and nights. The families represented at this camp
were the Poes, the Brothertons, the Snodgrasses, the Kellys, the McDonalds, the Brocks, and the Mullises, and probably others. As already
stated they were utterly without shelter, and practically without food.
Foragers had been active for days before the battle and their provisions
had all been taken. In addition to the meal brought by Larkin H. Poe,
they found a few field peas which they roasted and thus appeased the
little ones who were crying from hunger and fright. They suffered much
from lack of water. The weather had been dry for weeks, the marching
armies had ground the roads into dust which hung over the valley like a
pall, and many of the springs and wells were dry. The weather pew
colder while they were at this camp and they had not sufficient coverings
even for the little children, and on some mornings the children's heads
would be white with frost. Their long stay a t this camp after the battle
is explained by the fact that all houses and buildings were filled to overflowing with the wounded and they thus were prevented from returning
home.
Late on Sunday afternoon, as the firing gradually died down on Snodgrass hill, the party suddenly heard a band strike up some southern air.
They divined that this meant victory for the Confederates, and as their
sympathies were for that side, jubilation broke out among them. Som.
of the women sang and shouted aloud in the excess of their joy.
When the Snodgrasses left camp they went back to their home. The
wounded had been removed and nothing remained but broken and bloodstained furniture and other fearful evidences of the agony of the wound-
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ed. It was clear that for the time they must seek other quarters. Their
father took them to Elis springs, near Ringgold, where they camped for
some time. Mrs. Reed carries indelible impressions of the fearful sights
which assailed her childish eyes as she rode across the battlefield-splintered and broken timber, arms and accounterments scattered about, bloody
and shell shattered breastworks, dead men and dead horses yet unburied,
and all the reck and confusion in the wake of war.
The Snodgrass family did not return to their home till the close of
the war. They suffered the destitution common to the people of the
south. One small source of income was from the picking up of bullets and
other relics on the battlefield and selling them in Chattanooga.
The thunder of the guns a t Chickamauga made such an impression on
Mrs. Reed that ever since she has dreaded the sound of firearms. Their
present home is within sound of the rifle range near Ringgold. The
echoes of the soldiers' guns, practiicing there during the World war,
brought to her such painful recollections of Chickamauga that she could
hardly endure it.
THE BROTHERTONS.
The Brotherton house was one of the pivotal
points of the battle. The great charge of Longstreet's veterans which
broke the Federal right was formed in the woods a short distance to the
east and the gray-clad heroes of Lee's "old war horse" surged around
this house as they rushed upon the Federal lines about 100 yards to the
west.
At the time of the battle this house was the home of George Brotherton, his wife ,Mary (Carter) Brotherton, and seven children. Another
daughter, Sarah, had previously married Larkin H. Poe, as above related,
and lived a short distance to the north. George Brotherton and his wife
were Virginians. They came to this place in January, 1860, nearly four
years before the battle. Their children were Thomas, James Lemuel,
William, George W., Susan, Sarah, Janie B., and Adaline. Of these the
only survivor is Adaline, who married William C. McDonald shortly after
the close of the war, and is still living with her husband a t their home
a mile east of Spring Creek church, in Hamilton County, Tennessee. Mrs.
McDonald was born Aug. 11, 1840, and is therefore in her 84th year.
While somewhat disabled by rheumatism she retains all her faculties,
and her memory of the events of the battle is clear and accurate. She
recently related many facts which came under her personal observation
during the battle.
George was too old for military service, but his two sons, Thomas and
James L., were both in the Confederate army, and fought during the two
days a t Chickamauga in the vicinity of their home, and much of the time
in sight of it. Gen. Longstreet, commanding the left wing of the Confederate army during the second day, finding that Thomas Brotherton
was familiar with the roads and the 'surrounding country, made him his
guide, and Thomas spent most of the day under the eye of the great commander. A few years after the war Gen. Longstreet visited the battle-
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field, and went to the Brotherton house seeking his old guide, who, however, was already dead.
The Brothertons heard the roar of battle on Friday when Wilder and
Minty were fighting the Confederates a t Reed's and Alexander's bridges.
They were within the Federal lines, and according to Mrs. McDonald, the
family delayed their departure for a safer place because of confident assurances given them by Federal officers that the Confederates would soon
be driven off. They therefore remained at their home till late Saturday
afternoon. During the day they were beaten upon by the thunders of the
terrific fighting east of the Kelly field to the northeast, and of the equally
sanguinary contest to the southward around the Viniard house. AS
Saturday drew to its close the steady approach of the noise of battle and
the dropping of bullets admonished them that they must depart a t once.
Their line of retreat took them by the Dyer house to the west. They
turned north and reached the refugee camp already referred to. They
remained here with the others, sharing the hardships and privations of
those doleful eight days.
The Brothertons had four cows which somehow escaped the hunger
of the foragers and the fury of the battle. Adaline Brotherton went once
each day, after the battle, to their home and milked these cows, and
turned the milk over to the nurses to be fed to the wounded soldiers who
filled their yard and home. In this simple act may be seen the depth of
the devotion of the women of the south for the cause for which their men
were fighting. In the conflict in her heart between the desperate need
of the helpless ones around that flickering campfire, and the still more desperate need of the stricken soldiers in gray, she made the choice which
exemplifies the spirit which merited for the southern women the wonder
and admiration of the world. When the wounded were finally removed the
Brothertons went back home. They found nine dead Federal soldiers in
. their yard. Adaline and her father buried these in a single grave in the
yard, and so f a r as she knows they have never been removed.
THE MCDONALDS. A t the north end of the battlefield, a few yards
south of the present terminus of the trolley line, will be seen a marker
indicating the site of the McDonald house. This was the extreme northward point reached by Gen. Thomas' troops early on the morning of Sept.
19th and where they turned to the east and marched to the opening of the
battle a t Jay's mill. It also marks the starting point of the charge of
Breckenridge's troops southward on Sunday afternoon against the left
flank of the Federal army, and which came so near being disastrous to
the Union line.
At the opening of the battle a two room log house stood on this site,
in which lived John McDonald and his family. McDonald and his wife,
Pricilla (Bell) McDonald, were natives of Jefferson County, Tennessee.
They had lived a t this place some seventeen years before the battle. The
children living a t the time were William C., Amanda L., and Charles. All
are now dead except William C. He married Adaline Brotherton as above
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related, and is still hale and vigorous a t the age of 83. He talked most
interestingly of his family and himself and their connection with the
battle.
On Sept. 19, John McDonald was picked up by Gen. Wilder, who, finding that he was well acquainted with the country, sent him to the headquarters of Gen. Rosecrans, and the latter required him to serve as guide
throughout the battle. He took McDonald to Chattanooga with him after
the fight, and he was not allowed to return home until after the battle of
Missionary ridge, ten weeks later.
McDonald was with Gen. Rosecrans when the Union right was broken
a t Chickamauga on Sunday morning, and he later told of the efforts of
the general to rally the broken troops, and finally despairing of inducing
them to stop and turn against the enemy, he turned to those with him,
including McDonald, and said, "If you care to live any longer, get away
f mm here,"
The Mcllonald house survived the battle, but was burned same weeks
later, the origin of the fire being unknown, but supposed t o have been set
by campers temporarily occupying it. John McDonald suffered much
from exposure while in the hands of the Federals. He soon became seriously ill and died in 1864.
William Calvin McDonald, the only surviving member of the McDonald
family, was a Confederate solder. He enlisted at the beginning of the
war in the Twenty-sixth Tennessee infantry. He was captured a t Fort
Donalson, was later exchanged, and was then transferred to the First
Georgia infantry. During the Chickamauga battle he was a teamster
and wg9 not actually engaged in the fight, but was close a t hand. Immediately after the battle he was engaged in hauling the wounded t o Dalton,
Ringgold and other points, to be sent thence to hospitals further south.
A week after the close of the contest he was still engaged in the care of
the wounded. Those not already sent away had been collected around
the houses and other places and fed and cared for a s well as possible.
These were then removed, those from the south end of the field to Crawfish Springs, and those from the north end to Cloud Springs. The dead,
still unburied, were so thick in places, especially in the Dyer field, that i t
was difficult to avoid driving over them.
The reader has probably noted already the singular fact that John
McDonald and Thomas Brotherton, neighbors, living within two miles of
each other, both acted as guides during the battle, one for the commander-inchief of the Federals, and the other for a wing commander of the
Confederates, and that later the son of the one married the sister of the
other.
THE KELLYS. The Kelly house and field are famous spots on the
battlefield. The first days' fighting on the left was some distance east
of the field. During that night, Gen. Thomas, in command here, fell back
to a line just inside the edge of the woods on the east side of the field,
and during the night substantial breastworks of logs, rails, etc., were
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thrown up. During the second day this line was the scene of some of
the most terrific fighting of modern times. The Confederates charged the
line repeatedly but were unable to dislodge the Federals until the general retreat began in the afternoon. Gen. Breckenridge made his famous
charge from the north into the northwest corner of the field, and into
the rear of the Union troops, and their whole line was saved from probable rout only by the accidental presence of Van Derveer's brigade,
which came suddenly out of the woods a t the critical moment and pushed
the Confederates back.
This house and field were owned a t the time by Elijah Kelly, but were
occupied a t the time by his brother Elisha Kelly, who had them rented
from his brother. Elisha Kelly had five or six children, among them being William, Newton, Jr., and George W. The latter was old enough for
military duty and .was a Confederate soldier in the same company and
regiment with William C. McDonald.
So f a r a s learned, all the war-time Kelly family are now dead, with
the possible exception of William Kelly, living on Sand Mountain. The
Kellys were among the refugees at the camp near Snodgrass hill, so often
referred to.
THE BROCKS. About three-quarters of a mile east of the Brotherton
house, on the road to Jay's mill, is the Brock field. This was the scene of
fierce fighting on the first day, and i t was just west of it that Lungstreet
formed his troops for his decisive charge against the Federal right wing
on the second day. This field took its name from John Brock, who cultivated it, but who, it seems, a t the time of the battle, lived in a house a
short distance west of the McDonald house, on the road to McFarland's
gap. Brock was about 65 years old. His two sons, William and John.
were in the Confederate army and both fought a t Chickamauga. John
was wounded, a bullet splitting his scalp all along the top of his head.
He seems to have been wen supplied with the unquenchable optimism
which upheld the Confederate soldier through so many trials. A comrade, referring t o the wound, remarked: "If i t had been an inch lower,
i t surely would have got you;" to which John cheerfully replied, "Yes,
and if i t had gone an inch higher i t surely would have missed me." The
smaller Brock children were at the Snodgrass refugee camp. The family
moved to Alabama shortly after the war.
THE MULLISES. A short distance west of the McDonalds lived the
fa,mily of William Mullis. Mullis was a Confederate soldier who was
captured by the Federals and held in the north for some time and then
exchanged. On his way home he was killed in a railway accident. He
left a wife and six children. Nothing is known of their future history.
THE DYERS.The Dyer house and field, lying west of Brotherton's
and Poe's, and south of Snodg%ass hill, were of grim importance during
the closing scenes of the great battle. It was across this field t h a t the
shattered right wing of the Union army retreated, closely followed by
the legions of Longstreet. The Dyer house was the home of Robert Dyer,
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EXPLANATlON

Top View-Mrs.
Julia Snodgrass Reed at the
old Snodgrass House, her girlhood home at the
tima of the battle, which she distinctly remembers. Her daughter, Mrs. Rhea, stands by her
side.
Left bottom-Larkin
H. Poe,' on the site of
his old home on the battlefield. Poe's home was
burned during the ,battle. T h e Georgia Monument stands on the Poe Field.
Right bottom-William
McDonald, standing
on the site of his old home on the battlefield.
Mr. McDonald spent more than a week hauling
off the Confederate dead and wounded after
the battle. His father was forced to serve as
guide for General Rosecrans during the Chickamauga battle.
Photos by Robert Sparkv Walker, Chatiancoga, Trtin.
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his wife, Carrie Dyer, and their childien, Spill, John, Jefferson, James,
and Alva Dyer. James Dyer, a bachelor brother of Robert Dyer, was
also a member of the family. Spill and John Dyer were in the Confederate army and fought at Chickamauga.
Robert Dyer was also picked up by Gen. Rosecrans and used as a
guide. I t s e e m to have been the general's intention to take Dyer to Chattanooga as he did John McDonald, but Dyer was much averse of this, and
managed to escape after accompanying the general about a mile from
the field.
THE VINIARDS.About half a mile south of the Brotherton house, on
the main road through the park, stands the Viniard house. It was here
that some of the hardest fighting of the first day took place. Little is
known of the Viniard family, they having come to the house only a short
time before the battle. However, another Viniard family lived a t the
same time in Chattanooga, and the heads of the two families are said to
have been brothers. The one living in Chattanooga was a Confederate
soldier, was captured and taken north, and his family never received any
definite tidings as to his fate until some five or six years ago, when Miss
Zella Arrnstrong published in a local paper a list of the Confederate dead
in some northern cemetery, where during the war was a military prison.
The name of Mr. Viniard 'was in this list, and his surviving daughter,
Mrs. Margaret Fitzgerald, thus learned for the first time that her father
had died shortly after being taken north. Mrs. Fitzgerald died about
a month ago.
THEWINFREYS. On the road from the Kentucky monument to Alexander's bridge the visitor will pass a marker in,dicating the site of the
Winfrey house. Much of the fighting of the first day was near this house
and the terrific night battle of the 19th was in its immediate vicinity.
This place was the home of George Winfrey and his wife, and a family
of five children, Chap, Sampson, Adaline, May and Minnie. These children were also at the Snodgrass refugee camp, to which reference has
been made.
THE VITTETOES.Near the railroad, just north of the town of Lytle,
is the site of the Vittetoe house. It was within gunshot of the top of
Snodgrass hill, and in plain sight of the Confederates forming for their
repeated charges on that position during the closing scenes on the last
day of the battle. This house was =thehome of Hiram Vittetoe, of French
descent, who lived here with his wife and four children, Wash, Samantha,
Laura and Evada. Some of the descendants of this family still live.in
the vicinity of the battlefield.
THE CLOUDS. A marker near the north end of the Fort Oglethorpe
inclosure indicates the location of the Cloud house and Cloud spring.
It was here that Gen. Gordon Granger met some opposition from the
Confederates as he marched to the relief of Thomas on Snodgrass hill,
and it was also here that the large hospitals were located, where the
wounded of both armies were cared for.
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Col. A. C. Cloud came here from SavannaA, Georgia, some years before the war. He first took up lodgings with William Fulcher, the owner
of the property. Later, Cloud bought the property from Fulcher and
owned it at the time of the battle. Apparently he was a man of some
means and owned several slaves. He was between 50 and 60 years of
age. His neighbors seem to have known little about him and nothing
further has been learned of his movements during and after the war.
THE GLENNS. When Maj.-Gen. William S. Rosecrans, commander-inchief of the Federal army, reached the battlefield from Crawfish Springs
on Saturday morning, September 19, 1863, he established headquarters
a t the house of Mrs. Eliza Glenn. This house stood on a commanding
hill near the Crawfish Spring road, about half a mile west of the Viniard
house. Headquarters were maintained here for about twenty-four hours
-that is, from 10 a.m., on the 19th, till about the same hour on the 20th.
Gen. John T. Wilder's famous brigade of mounted infantry, one of the
few organizations a t that time armed with repeating rifles, did some of
its fiercest fighting at this place, and the Wilder monument stands on
the same hill. In the official records of the battle will be found many
orders, dispatches and letters dated a t "Widow Glenn's" and signed by
Gen. Rosecrans, Gen. J. A. Gaffield, chief of staff, and by other offlcera
connected with headquarters. Charles A. Dana, at that time assistant
secretary of war, and later famous as editor of the New York Sun, was
a t this house, and some of his most interesting and important messages
to the war department were written under its roof.
At the beginning of the war this place was the home of John Glenn,
his wife, Eliza (Camp) Glenn, and their one child, Avery C. Glenn, about
two years old. John Glenn promptly entered the Confederate army in
the spring or early summer of 1861, and his family never saw him again.
He died in a Confederate hospital a t Mobile, Alabama, some time before
the battle of Chickamauga, and Mrs. Glenn was, therefore, appropriately
referred t o as the "Widow Glenn." The second child of Mr. and Mrs.
Glenn, Ella Nora Glenn, was born Dec. 4, 1861, after her father had enlisted, and he never saw his little daughter.
When Gen. Rosecrans and his staff reached the house he promptly
told her that she was in great danger and urged her to depart at once.
The battle was already roaring around Jay's mill to the northeast, and
firing was beginning directly east around the Viniard house.
When John Glenn went t o the army Mrs. Glenn's father, Mr. Camp,
who lived near Pond Spring, some six miles to the south, sent her one
of his slaves, John Camp, t o protect the family and take care of the farm.
This humble black man had been true to his trust and in her hour of
need Mrs. Glenn turned to him. He put Mrs. Glenn and the two little
children, and such articles as they could hurriedly snatch up, into a wagon
and went toward the northwest, where they spent the rest of the day and
night with the Vittetoes. The next day the tide of battle swept round
this house also, and they were again compelled to retreat, this time by a
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circuitous route, to the home of Mrs. Glenn's father, near Pond Spring.
After the close of the fighting on the first day of the battle, Gen.
Rosecrans summoned his commanders to heaaquarters a t the Widow
Glenn's house for a council of war. I t was a memorable meeting. In
that council with Gen. Rosecrans, were his chief of staff, Brig.-Gen.
James A. Garfield, afterwards president of the United States ; Maj.-Gen.
George H. Thomas, commander of the 14th army corps, upon whom this
battle was to bestow undying fame as the "Rock of Chickamauga;" Maj.Gen. Alexander McD. McCook, commander of the 20th army corps, and
one of the famous "fighting McCooks;" Maj.-Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden,
commander of the twenty-first army corps, and one of the noted Crittenden family of Kentucky; Brig.-Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, later commanderin-chief of the army of the United States; Assistant Secretary of War
Dana, and several others whose names have been written high on the
nation's scroll of fame.
The council ended late in the evening and the assembled officers returned to their troops to prepare for the bloody work all saw must come
with the light of another day. Gen. Rosecrans and his staff remained
a t the Glenn house. They were destined to be the last it would ever shelter; before another nightfall a hostile shell had set it in flames and
reduced it to ashes.
After the close of the war Mrs. Glenn remarried, her second husband
being W. B. Compton of Chickamauga, Georgia. She died twenty-five
years ago.
Avery C. Glenn, her eldest child, grew to manhood and for many years
was an honored citizen of Chattanooga. He was a merchant, carrying on
a retail clothing business in partnership with James M. Shaw, under the
firm name of Glenn and Shaw. He died some ten years ago. The daughter, Ella Nora Glenn, grew to womanhood and married Dr. D. G. Elder
of Chickamauga, Georgia. She died Aug. 28, 1895.
The shades of sixty years have fallen between the present and those
tragic days of 1863. The great commanders are all dead and all but a
few aged and broken heroes of the rank and file have answered the last
call. Gone are the charging legions, the fierce war cries, the thunder
crash of battle. The little children who shivered about that desolate
campfire, cold, hungry and frightened, have grown t o maturity and thence
into old age; they have scattered to distant parts, and with a lingering
exception here and there, have passed altogether from the earth. The
simple record of these humble kindly people shows that they acquitted
themselves with honor in the work t h a t fell to their hands. By the fortunes of war they stood in the path of the tempest and received its hardest blows; but by a divine compensation their names have been woven i indelible colors into the fabric of history, and so long as men shall journey
here to take inspiration from the courage and devotion of thlose who
made this ground immortal, those names will mark the high spots of
gallant and deathless endeavor.
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Chapter Nineteen
FTER the defeat of Federal arms a t Chickamauga and the
flight of t h a t army to Chattanooga where it took up its encampment, General Bragg, after some few days followed and
began a siege, hoping to starve the enemy and thus force a surrender.
He established his forces on all sides of the city and was making strenuous efforts to cut off all supplies. For two months there was feverish activity on the p a r t of both armies, the one endeavoring t o cut off
the other's supplies and thus starve him, compelling a surrender; the
other exerting every effort to extricate himself from a desperate strait.
Bragg had established detachments on all of the mountains and slopes
overlooking the city; and being over-confident of his position and
strength had sent General Longstreet with 20,000 troops t o attack
Knoxville.
During the two months' siege by the Confederates the Federal army
had suffered greatly for food and supplies. "Starvation faced the Federal troops in Chattanooga and even the civilians suffered dire privations. Authentic reports have been made t h a t tell of rats and other
animals being used for food. Sickness followed. The supply of pure
fresh water ran low and rations grew so scarce t h a t soldiers stole corn
from the shock. At last all efforts to feed the stock were abandoned
and 10,000 of them starved to death.""
This was the situation when on October 23, 1863, General Grant
arrived in Chattailooga to assume supreme command of Federal forces,
relieving General Rosecrans. Grant was a man of action-of determination. Within a very few days he raised the morale of his troops to
such excellence that they were ready to follow him to any extreme. On
November 24, General Hooker made his famous attack on Lookout
Mountain, which has been picturesquely described a s the
"BATTLE ABOVE THE CLOUDS."
"The day was rainy and dense fogs floated low about the mountains. Hooker's troops, commanded by Geary, attacked from the west,
coming around the point beneath the palisades, and pitched their efforts against the Confederate forces posted along the shoulder of the
mountain a t Craven's house. " X. I n the early morning of November
25, the Union soldiers climbed the bluff and planted the 'Stars and
Stripes' on Lookout a s a signal of victory to the armies of Chattanooga.""
*From Walker's History of Chattanooga.

www.gagenweb.org

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

Then followed the battle of Missionary Ridge in which the Confederate forces were severely routed. General Bragg then began his
3 1 0 ~retreat southward, obstructing at every possible point the progress of the Union army along the general line of the Western and Atlantic railroad toward Atlanta. The retreating Confederates followed
by the Federals thus passed again through the northern and eastern
parts of the county, and for many days those parts of the county were
permeated with soldiers of the two armies-first the Gray and then
the Blue. During this passage there were many sharp skirmishes between these antagonistic forces. Large parts of the two armies thus
traversed again the fateful battlefield of Chickamauga. Moving southward and eastward these forces passed successively through the Peavine section, Rock Spring, LaFayette, Chestnut Flat, and t h e two Armuchees.
The Confederate army was forced southward to Atlanta, where
during the following year, i t again suffered defeat. Because of these
reverses the Western and Atlantic railroad, which had previously been
the solicitous care of General Bragg, was now in the hands of the Federal army and was being protected by them, since it had become their
line of communication and the agency by which they could supply the
army at Atlanta. It now became the plan of the Confederate army to interrupt and, if possible, to cripple that road. The undertaking t o carry
out this plan was responsible for
THE BATTLE O F LAFAYETTE.
As noted elsewhere, the Federal army in Chattanooga was besieged
by General Bragg during the fall of 1863 and until after the battle of
Missionary Ridge. So severe had been the siege that a large number
of horses died for want of food, and many others were well-nigh
starved. Some of the Federal officers speak of them a s "skin and
bone." Many of these starved animals, however, managed to exist during the winter months and when spring came the authorities undertook to recuperate them and put them in shape for service. They were
badly needed. Hence, they were sent from the city to different localities for grazing and grooming. One such drove was ordered to LaFayette in June 1864, the main object being to recuperate t h e starved
horses, but another important duty imposed on the command was to
scout the country in search of the numerous bands of guerrillas who
were infesting the section and giving much trouble.
Colonel Louis D. Watkins, of the sixth Kentucky Cavalry, commanding the Third Brigade was ordered to LaFayette about June 19, his
duty being t h a t mentioned above. He had about 450 men and a large
number of horses. Reaching LaFayette, he took up his quarters in the
town, using tents and vacant houses for his troops, and utilizing the
public buildings, including the court-house, jail, hotel and school building for commissary supplies.
About the same date, June 19, Brigadier-General Gideon J. Pillow,
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C. S. Army, was ordered to proceed from near Oxford, Alabama, with
two small brigades of cavalry to interrupt, if possible, the Federal line
of communication between Atlanta and their base of supplies-Chattanooga. He had under his command about 1,600 men, and was making
his way into North Georgia, intending t o strike the Western and Atlantic Railroad near Ringgold or Tunnel Hill and endeavor to wreck i t
-one plan was to wreck the tunnel by an explosion inside. Having
marched all day on June 23, he expected to bivouac in the vicinity of
Alpine, Georgia. On reaching that point he was informed that a force
of Federal soldiers was encamped a t LaFayette. He a t once determined to continue his march during the night and strike t h a t place before day the next morning. His troops had already halted and were
unsaddling their mounts when they received orders t o continue the
march. Although much worn from a hard day's travel they a t once proceeded on the long night-march.
With his little army he reached the forks of the road near Chattooga church about one o'clock a t night. Here the army was divided,
one brigade under Colonel Charles G. Armistead, of the 12th Mississippi Cavalry, commanding the brigade, took the left hand road and
proceeded along the less-frequented, b u t somewhat longer route near
the base of Pigeon mountain to near the Burnt Mill section, then he
turned eastward along the Blue Bird gap road so a s t o approach the
town from the west. The other brigade under the immediate command
of General Pillow himself took the right hand road a t the church and
followed the Broomtown road passing what is now the County Almshouse. Although Colonel Armistead's route was possibly two miles
longer than the other, he reached the town some twenty or thirty minutes in advance of General Pillow's brigade.
Colonel Armistead halted his brigade about a mile west of the town
and sent forward a squad of soldiers under command of Lieutenant
McLemore to capture, if possible, and at any rate to clear the road to
the town of Federal pickets. This was about 3 :30 a.m. Dismounting a
part of his command and forming them in order they proceeded a t
the double-quick toward the town. It was now about 4 a.m., and the
first streaks of daylight could be seen in the east. Colonel Armistead
says t h a t when he reached the branch about a quarter of a mile from
the town, he took a left-hand street (this was Culberson Avenue), and
proceeded toward the Chattanooga road (North Main), in order to cut
off the Yankees who might wish to escape toward Chattanooga. Proceeding along this left-hand street a short distance, he observed some
Federal soldiers on his left leaving a building and preparing to offer
resistance. He charged this body of soldiers killing and capturing
some. I t was here t h a t major Redwood was killed. The building mentioned might have been the Female Academy which was standing a t
t h a t time near where the present high school building stands, and
which was torn down by the Federal soldiers soon after the battle.

www.gagenweb.org

-

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

Then moving forward toward the Chattanooga road, he engaged a force
of the enemy formed in that road and a little to the right of where he
intersected it. This was probably near the present site of the Baptist
church, possibly a little north of t h a t place. A sharp skirmish ensued
which sent them toward the court-house. It was a t t h a t point and time
that Colonel Armistead says he was captured by the enemy and held
for a few minutes. Having mistaken them, he says, in the .early morning, because of the smoke and fog, for friends, he approached too close
to them to escape with safety. However, within a very few minutes,
he was able to effect his escape, dashing away in safety to himself and
horse.
Rejoining his command and assuming charge, and having now
reached the Chattanooga road, he gave orders to extend his left division across and beyond that road, reaching to and beyond Duke street
and even beyond the hollow east of Duke street and south of the cemetery. This left wing, therefore extended from the Chattanooga road
eastward for about 200 yards. His right wing and center were also deployed and faced southward toward the court-house. While re-arranging his line a s herein noted, Captain William V. Harrell tells in his
report of attacking the brick school house (John B. Gordon Hall) and
driving out the Yankee soldiers and taking possession. (Note-Miss
Orpha Center, now (1931), in her ninetieth year, who lives now a s
she did then, in the next house, but one, from the old brick school
house, relates how she, then a young lady, unable t o restrain her curiosity, notwithstanding the danger involved, stood on the back porch
of her home and observed the Confederate charge on the old brick
school house and saw the Yankee soldiers leave along Duke street toward the center of town, the while bullets were zip, zip, zipping
against her home). The Yankeei in the meantime had retreated toward the center of the town, being pressed by the Confederates.
The sun was now up. All these charges and movements had happened since four o'clock-about
one hour. During this time, Colonel
James J. Neely, who was commanding, under General Pillow, the brigade that came by the way of the Broomtown road had arrived and
approaching the town from the south, or south-west, had placed his
troops on the south and west of the public square. In his report he
says that his line of advance was about two blocks west of, and nearly
parallel to, the west side of the square. Some of his troops were stationed southeast from the square. It is seen, therefore, t h a t the square
was practically surrounded by the Confederate forces. Colonel Armistead had made a t least one, maybe two, charges on the court-house
before Colonel Neely got into position.
Colonel Armistead's line having been formed a s noted above, he
gave the order to charge the Yankees, who then retreated to the square
and entered the Court-house, jail, and Globe hotel which stood then
where the Bank of LaFayette now stands. The Confederates then made
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a t least two, maybe three successive charges on these buildings, but
found the doors barred and barricaded with sacks of grain; the windows also filled with sacks of grain leaving, here and there, loop-holes
through which the Federal soldiers were able to shoot the attackers.
Here the Confederates suffered from a galling fire and many men and
officers were killed within a few feet of the court-house, some falling
within five feet of that building. After Colonel Neely's brigade had
come up and assumed position a s noted above, other efforts were made
to force the doors of the court-house. At this juncture the Confederates
were formed in a circle around the court-house, a t no time greater
than fifty yards from that building. This circle probably extended from near the present postoffice building around by the Presbyterian
church, thence eastward in a circle to near the present location of the
new Foster House, with Colonel Neely's line going south from the postoffice circling the square around in the direction of the Fortune brick
residence, and possibly east of that point.
In his official report, Colonel Watkins says he received the following message from General Pillow, sent under a flag truce:
Headquarters, Cavalry Division.
LaFayette, Ga., June 24, 1864.
To the Commanding Officer of the U. S. Forces, LaFayette, Ga.:
Sir: To prevent any unnecessary shedding of blood I demand of you
an immediate surrender of this post and your forces. I have the force
to take the place and am determined to do it. If necessary I will resort
to the torch as well as to shot and shell to drive you from your present
position. An immediate answer is required.
Respectfully,
Gid. J. Pillow,
Brig-Gen. Commanding.
Replying, he says he respectfully declined to comply with the ded
mands. After which fighting was resumed with great fury.
During one of these several charges, Colonel Armistead was seriously wounded and was carried from the field, the command devolving
upon Colonel Charles P. Ball. Colonel Ball, in his report, tells of making
a charge upon the court-house and jail in which two gallant officers were
lost-Captain England and Lieutenant .Johnson, the former wounded, the
latter killed within twenty steps of the court-house. Lieutenant-Colonel
Hatch was also wounded while gallantly leading his regiment. Colonel Ball
tells of reaching the court-house a t another time and after examining
the doors and windows, and noting the way in which they were barricaded, saw the futility of trying to force the doors and after reconnoitering the situation ordered his men to follow him and escaped by
the rear end of the house and rejoined his command.%
*In reading the account of this hardly contested and desperate engagenlent as given
by those taking part in it, while the contlitions itre not : ~ all
t parallel, one is forcibly reminded of the celebrated battle of the Alamo. in which every Illan of the Texan army
was slaughtered by the brutal Mexicans.
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Colonel Philip B. Speilce in his report tells of making four desperate charges on the court-house and jail and of losing quite a number
of his men in killed and wounded. I n the last charge, he says, Lieutenant Bradshaw fell mortally wounded.
The report of Captain William V. Harrell, while brief, is quite interesting. It i s somewhat poetic and has some literary merit. He says,
"When the command, 'Forward March,' was given, we started for LaFayette a t a double quick. On entering i t loud and repeated volleys of
musketry greeted our ears and told us in forcible language that the
ball had already opened. Pushing on rapidly in the direction of the
sound, we soon found a portion of our men engaged with the enemy,
who had taken refuge in a large frame building (probably Female
Academy) situated in the northern part of the town. We charged with
a yell, captured the building and took some prisoners. We next attacked a spacious brick edifice, formerly appropriated t o school purposes, but lately converted by the enemy into a receptacle for commissary stores. Having in a very short time demonstrated our right t o
the possession of this house, we secured the Yankee occupants and
sent them t o the rear. * * When nearly opposite the east end of the
jail the noble, gallant and chivalrous Lewis fell, mortally wounded
while leading his men to the charge, addressing them i n language of
endearment and encouragement stimulating them by word and example
to the performance of deeds worthy of the world-wide reputation of
the sons of the South for bravery and heroism. As the spirit of the
lamented Lewis was about to bid adieu to its earthly tenement, his
feeble voice was heard saying, 'Charge them, boys!, Charge them!' and
right nobly did his gallant boys respond." Major Lewis was killed, it
is believed, near where the jail now stands.
When Colonel Armistead first made his appearance north of the
town and had reached the Chattanooga road, he thereby cut off the
Federal pickets stationed still further north of where he intersected
that road. These pickets, supposing the whole Federal force to have
been surrounded and captured, fled northward in an endeavor to escape. Arriving a t Rock Spring about five o'clock, they reported to
Colonel John T. Croxton, who with a force of ten companies of cavalry on his way to Resaca, had encamped a t that place the night before.
Colonel Croxton a t once mounted nine of his companies, leaving the
tenth to guard and convoy his train, and started a t the gallop toward
LaFayette. Arriving a t that place about eight or thereabout, he a t
once began to engage the Confederates who, a t that time, many of
them, had withdrawn from the center of the town and were stationed
further north, probably near the brick school house. This unexpected
reinforcement on the part of the Yankees and the sharp charges produced some confusion among the troops of General Pillow. Accordingly they began to withdraw rapidly from the center of t h e town, seeing
which, the besieged in the court-house and other buildings forsook
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those retreats and began to follow the retreating Confederates and to
offer serious battle. Being thus attacked from both sides, the Confederates now discovered that they were likely to be cut to pieces. Most
of the horses had been left in the neighborhood of the Female Academy, many, however, had been left about a mile west of the town. In
order to regain their mounts quickly, many of the troops began to run
toward them. However, after some delay and a good deal of excitement and some anxiety, all were again mounted and the forces of General Pillow began a hasty retreat. Just such occurrences a s this sometimes plays havoc with a n army. I t requires a cool head and decided
orders to hold soldiers in place a t such times. General Pillow and his
officers deserve credit for the way in which they were able to control
the situation and save the little army from a complete route.
The official reports give the Confederate casualties a s follows:
Killed, Officers, 4 ; Privates, 20. Captured, Officers, 11; Privates, 42.
Total, 77. Colonel Watkins reports four killed including one officer,
Captain Cook, and six wounded; also 2 officers and 51 men captured.
General Pillow says in his report that his force numbered about
1,600 effective men, which means, probably that he had t h a t number
engaged in the fight. Others may have been left a s a detail to care
for the horses. Colonel Watkins says he had 450 men. Colonel Cruxton
had ten companies, one of which he left a t Rock Springs t o care for
the train, so t h a t he had nine companies in the fight. If each company
was composed of 100 men he had then 900 men under his command.
This would give the Federal forces a t about 1,500, making the number engaged in the battle nearly 3,000. I t is probable t h a t this estimate
is large.
Colonel John T. Croxton's opportune arrival from Rock Springs
probably saved the day for the Federals. Had Colonel Armistead cut
off the sentinels north of the town, so as to prevent their retreat t o
Rock Springs, where they informed Croxton of the situation, the probability is that Pillow would have eventually overcome Watkins' force.
The Confederates were still charging the court-house when Croxton
arrived.
NOTES ON THE BATTLE. Mr. Thomas Phipps, who was too old
for military duty during the battle, together with his family and other
near-by neighbors, retreated to the basement of his home for safety,
re-appeared during a lull in the fighting, and ventured to see what was
going on. Thus exposed he was shot in the leg by the Yankees from the
court-house and was ever afterward lame in t h a t member.
There is the mark of a Yankee Minnie ball on the door facing of
Mr. E. L. Culberson's home, having been shot during the battle from
the court-house. The ball was deflected and struck one of the columns
of the piazza.
Miss Orpha Center relates t h a t her mother had baked three large
loaves of light-bread the day before the battle for the use of the family.
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They were such loaves a s were common in that day-baked on the fire
place in a large oven-round loaves. She had also several jars of milk
cooling in a water trough. She says that during the progress of the
battle numerous soldiers came to her door and asked for food. She cut
for them generous pieces from her loaves and gave them milk to drink,
till all was consumed. (These soldiers had traveled all night a s well
as the day previous, and had gone into action t h a t morning without
food. No wonder they were famished).
Miss Orpha Center relates the following story and thinks it ought
of the battle, the Yankee soldiers passed her home carrying the dead
Confederate soldiers to the cemetery for burial. They were playing a
funeral dirge and were very respectful and solemn. Her brother, Doc,
a mere lad a t t h a t time, followed them and saw a large grave where he
says they buried 15 in one place, all together in one grave.
Judge W. M. Henry, in an old issue of the Walker County Messenger, relates in a most interesting manner, his experiences of t h a t
frightful day. A mere lad a t the time, he nevertheless recalls the circumstances most vividly. He says among other things: "The old courthouse had received on its walls thousands of bullets. Each of these
pitted and marked the stucco until, looked a t from a distance, each of
the walls suggested a human face badly marked by recent small-pox.
"The Presbyterian church, then having a n enclosed front yard, had
been converted into a field hospital. J u s t inside its wide double doors
were placed a number of long tables. Upon these a number of surgeons
were treating the wounded of both armies. J u s t outside the door on
the south side of it, was a great heap of mangled and bloody fragments
of humanity. This consisted of hands and feet and arms and legs,
which, when amputated, were thrown out there to be afterward buried.
"Where the Federal dead were laid I do not know. But inside the
three sides of the church yard fence, each with his head to the fence,
and with something thrown over his face, lay t h e Confederate dead,
numbering a s I remember it, a few more than twenty.
"Time can never efface from my memory those sights and the events
of that day. The men in blue were of course exultant. Everywhere they
recounted t h e history and incidents of the day. Listening with alert
ears to them, and from the remarks of the retreating Confederates, a s
well as from what I saw, and what I then and soon afterwards heard
from people who were in the village. I learned what occurred."
Mis Orpha Center relates the following story and thinks i t ought
to be recorded in honor of the heroine mentioned: Mr. Davis Allen, a
citizen of LaFayette, while visiting his family on furlough, was captured by the Yankees who were planning to send him to prison, but
offered him in lieu thereof a parole provided he would swear allegiance
to the United States.
Turning t o his wife he asked her what he should do. "Da-vee,"
she replied, in t h a t long drawn out and hesitating manner of hers,
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"you have boys here who will follow your example. Do right so they
can follow you in honor. Go on to prison." That settled it. He went.
Mr. Cyrus Edwards who fought in the battle on the Union side,
now living in Kentucky, writes the author under the date of April 25,
1932, a s follows: "It was a plain straight fight and left with the participants a s little bitterness on our side a s was exhibited in any of the
many actions I participated in during the years 1861 to 1865. Your
men fought bravely and left terrible toll in evidence on the ground. I
was detailed to head a party to clear the street after the fight was
over. We picked up the dead and laid them in rows on the side of the
street-leaving
the best shaded places for the wounded, who were
many, and were as soon a s possible moved into buildings. I counted
them a t the time and found 29 dead, and later six of the wounded died,
and so I reported.
"The street, from where i t debouched into the square for a distance
of fifty yards or more, was covered with wounded and dead men and
pools of blood everywhere, and further on those evidences gradually
decreased, but extended for quite a distance.
"So many boys among the dead excited our sympathies and all was
done for them that could be done under the circumstances. * * *
The prisoners, except those wounded were sent a t once t o Chattanooga
and the wounded sent there a s so011 a s i t could be done. Several old
men came from the country and secured permission t o remove a few
of the dead whom they recognized, for burial among their friends-I
think only two or three. I saw no more of the dead-being busy elsewhere
-until just a s the last of them were being placed in the burial ditch.
Our party remained a t LaFayette for about a month, the whole of the
brigade joining us in a day or two. We built a fort on a ridge in town
-just across the drain from where I slept that night of the ball."

On October 12, 1864, a force of some 200 Confederate soldiers were
temporarily encamped a t LaFayette, occupying the Court-House, when
a portion of a company of the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry happened
into the town. There was a n immediate show of hostilities between
the two bodies which developed into a sharp skirmish in which 18 of
the Pennsylvania's soldiers were - captured. This is one of many such
skirmishes t h a t occurred in the county during the latter part of the
Civil war.
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Chapter Twenty
URING the latter p a r t of the Civil War, especially following
the Battle of Chickamauga, three separate bands of irregulars,
or terrorists operated in Walker county. I t is difficult to designate these groups by an adjective sufficiently descriptive. The old
citizens of t h e county in discussing them use such adjectives as
Raiders, Guerrillas, Tories, and Bushwhackers; but none of these
names exactly suits.
A man named Gatewood was the leader of the most important of
these bands. He claimed t o be Southern in his sympathies and, of
course, his operations were directed mainly against those citizens who
were Union in their sympathies. He had no official status. Because
of the unsettled condition of the country, and the fact t h a t the civil
authorities were weak and unable to cope with such bands-all
ablebodied men being a t the front, only women and children and aged men
were left in the county-he
scoured the county tlme a n d time again
with his band of irresponsibles, pillaging, ravaging, plundering and
killing. T h e number of men attached t o t h i s band varied from time t o
time. At times there are said to have been two or three hundred, b u t
a s a rule the number was much smaller, probably a s low a s 10 to 25.
Gatewood's area of operations was mainly in Northwest Georgia,
b u t he often went into Tennessee and Alabama. Besides the states
mentioned, t h i s author h a s had reports of his operations in Dade,
Chattooga, Floyd, Whitfield, Catoosa, Murray and probably other counties, in addition to Walker. They traveled horseback and usually scattered themselves throughout t h e section in which they happened to be.
When in need of a horse, or if they happened to find s horse in better
condition t h a n one of their own, they simply took it and went on. At
meal time they presented themselves a t the homes in the neighborhood
4 or 5 or more a t a place and ordered the meal prepared. I n the meantime they fed their mounts from whatever could be found about t h e
place.
Mr. J. T. Ashworth, a n octogenarian, who lived a t t h a t time i n
Whitfield County, relates a n exciting experience he recalls of one of
Gatewood's incursions into Dogwood Valley, north of Villanow. On
this occasion he i s said to have terrorized the countryside and relieved
t h e community of several horses which were needed, besides committing other depredations. Several old citizens of the county tell the following story: Some time a f t e r the Chickamauga battle t h e Yankees
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had a large bunch of cattle feeding near Rossville and being guarded
by Yankee soldiers. Gatewood, with his band, surprised them, taking
the cattle, said to have been several hundred, and capturing the soldiers whom he took and killed by cutting their throats. Those who tell
this say i t h a s been related to them i n this manner f o r many years and
they have no doubt of its correctness. Whatever may be said a s to the
taking of the cattle, there is no one, szrely, who can condone t h e
treatment of the soldiers.
There i s no means of knowing, a t this late day, just how many men
were killed by Gatewood's band. The author, in discussing the matt e r with many old citizens, has asked for the names of men whom they
know of, o r have heard of, who were killed by this band. In this way
he has recorded the following names: Dan Clarkson, Bill Clarkson,
Jim Johnson, Tom Evitt, Jim Cordell, Dave o r Green Cordell, Mr. Head,
Sam Hixon, Mr. Lumpkin, Henry Blaylock, John Burton, Jake Bird, Joe
Hammonds, Bascomb Hendrix, Jack Reed, Theron Poe, Elias Keys,
Bill Campbell, Mr. Carlock. These were all citizens of the county o r a t
least were killed in the county. Many others were reported a s having
been killed i n other counties.
It is likely that this is only a small part of the men who met death
a t the hands of this band. Nor is there any means of knowing just why
each man was killed. Some were known to be Union men while others
were Southern. Some were killed while a t home on furlough; some,
it is said, were scouting out to evade service a t t h e front, and were
killed for t h a t reason. But what authority had Gatewood to do this,
even if t h a t were true? Does this make him any less a n outlaw? Many
were killed, it is said, because of suspicion. Gatewood feared for his
own life and for that of his men, and so, being suspicious of any man
would be sufficient cause in such a character to take life.
There is no doubt t h a t Gatewood was a brave man. He was a born
fighter. Mr. Seab Shaw tells the following story which he had from
a n eyewitness: On one occasion, Gatewood, with h i s band, came into
collision with the John Long band of guerrillas a t LaFayette. He had
Long's band on the r u n and sitting on his galloping horse in hot pursuit, was holding his horse's reins in his teeth and with a revolver in
each hand was shooting a t the fleeing men in front. Mr. Lee H. Dyer
tells a similar story as fcllows: Near Ringgold, Gatewood was preparing to storm the town in which were many Yankees. Lining up his men
he said, "Boys, if any of you are afraid, fall out". Then with his
horse's reins in his teeth, each hand free to use his firearms, they
stormed t h e town. Many such stories a s these have been related to
the author. The following, related by a citizen now 80 years of age,
probably happened a t t h e time of Long's escape a t LaFayette, a s noted
above: After his escape, Long continued toward t h e Cove where he
had his headquarters. Reaching the foothills of Pigeon Mountain and
being overtaken by night, he turned aside from t h e main road and
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arriving a t a farmhouse, went in and a s was the custom announced
t h a t he with his men would spend the night. So picketing his horses
about the porch he set a watch and lay down to sleep. Gatewood, in the
meantime, was in hot pursuit, but it-happened that in the darkness, he
lost trail of Long, and so missed him. My informant relates this with
some degree of pride and pleasure, feeling, a s well he may, t h a t had
Gatewood not missed the trail in the darkness, there would probably
have been no John Long's band and no people living in that house the
next morning.
The following story was related to me by Mrs. Mary Lowery, 87,
of the Chestnut Flat District, who has since died: She knew the victim personally, but says, by the way, that he was a rather worthless
character. She remembers well the circumstance: A man named Burton was hanged by Gatewood in the eastern p a r t of the county. His
body was left hanging to a tree on the road side with a note attached
forbidding anyone to take it down under penalty of like treatment. Because of this his body remained suspended for many days and until
animals and vermin devoured the lower limbs. Finally, some one cut
him down and buried him. Mr. Tom Arnold in discussing this matter
gives the following information: The victim above referred t o was
cut down by George McKensie's 5th 'Tennessee Cavalry while passing
through Georgia. Also, that John Gatewood was s native of Sparta, in
White County, Tennessee; that Gatewood married a Miss Cain of
Gaylesville, Alabama, and emigrated to Texas after the War. He saw
her a t the Confederate Reunion a t Atlanta in 1898 and that Gatewood
was dead then.
I n personal appearance, Gatewood was a handsome man. His hair,
which was a reddish-brown color, was worn rather long. He was athletic and active with clear blue and piercing eyes.
The "War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies" has several references to Gatewood's band. Series 1,
Vol. 45, page 980 says, "Gatewood and other guerrillas in Broomtown
to the number of about 400. Captain Pope of Gatewood's party, a Texa n Ranger, had been in McLemore's Cove and carried off a man by
name of Wm. Brooks". Again, pg. 990, Gatewood is referred to a s unworthy of consideration, "except f o r the damage inflicted upon loyal
citizens". Also, pg. 1193, "My scouting parties have returned, and report that the band of guerrillas who committed the depredation yesterday number about fifty, under command of Gatewood, I have the
names of six men who were murdered; others a r e reported killed or
wounded".
The Official Records above referred to, Series 1, Vol. 49, pg. 605,
says :

www.gagenweb.org

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland.
Nashville, May 4, 1865.
Maj. Gen. G. H. Thomas, U. S. Army,

*

General: The following is a memorandum of the information communicated to you this morning by myself:
The terms of surrender between Generals Judah and Wofford were
handed you, and an omission pointed out in the last article. The date
of the actual surrender was fixed for the 12th proximo, and the place,
Kingston, in order to give General Wofford time to collect his forces.
These consist, nominally, of all the Confederate and State forces in
Northwestern Georgia, amounting, on paper, to about 10,000. General
Wofford did not expect to be able to collect more than about a third of
them; but of those who will not be present, many are deserters from
the C. S. Army, who are quietly a t home, and many others are men
who have avoided the rebel conscription and will remain quietly a t
home, having never taken up arms. These two classes, General Wofford considers, will comprise by f a r the larger part of his absentees.
The remainder will be guerrillas of the Gatewood class, who have SO
far successfully resisted General Wofford's efforts to compel them
to submit to his authority. These latter, he thinks, will number probably 500.
* * My own opinion is that the country would be better
without troops for the present, unless the guerrillas render the occupation of it necessary. * *
I am, general, very respectfully, etc.
+

Louis Merrill, Col. U. S. Vol.
I t is seen from the above, not only that Gatewood had no authority
from Confederate powers, but that he actually refused to obey those
in authority. General Wofford a t the time above mentioned had control of the Confederate forces in Northern Georgia. Gatewood refused
to obey him; he acknowledged no authority. He could be classed only
as an outlaw.
The next band of guerrillas in importance was t h a t headed by John
Long and Sam Roberts. These men and their followers were Union in
their sympathies. They operated principally in McLemore's Cove, but
often crossed the mountain and raided the county round about. This
was just about such another gang of outlaws as that of Gatewood, except, perhaps, not so large in numbers. They pretended to offer protection to all Union men and sympathisers, while opposing and persecuting men of opposite opinions. In a general way a description of
Gatewood's actions and movements may be applied to that of the LongRoberts gang. Long was a native of the Cove; he was not, however,
related to the Longs in the lower part of Chattanooga Valley.
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There was deadly enmity between the bands of Long and Gatewood.
When they met there was pretty sure to be some little excitement, and
very likely some one to bury. So f a r a s the author has been able to
ascertain by ifiquiry among the old citizens of the county the f,ollowing
men were killed by Long's band: Atlas Andrews, Wm. Stewart, Hiram
Cochran, the two McSpadden boys, and sometime r.fter the w a r Long
killed Blevins Taylor on Lookout Mountain and was given a life sentence by the courts of Alabama but after serving 30 years was pardoned and soon afterward clied.
The slaying of the two McSpadden boys was a most deplorable a s
well a s most brutal affair. I t seems t h a t they were a t home on furlough from the Confederate Army. One of them was seriously, perhaps
dangerously ill. The other was nursing his brother. Anticipating
trouble from the Long-Roberts gang, they left home and were hiding in
Dirt Town in Chattooga County. Here they were discovered by Long
and Roberts and were brutally murdered, one of them in bed. In the
melee Roberts had his thumb shot off by his opponents. (See Miss Orpha Center's account of this elsewhere).
Mr. C. C. Ransom, 85, an eye witness, relates this circumstance:
Soon after the war, a t old Liberty Church, in the Cove, there was
preaching one night, when Long, under the influence of drink, came
in. He f i r s t s a t down along the aisle, then got up and s a t in the
"Amen" corner. All this time he was muttering about something. Finally he arose and left the house and a s he did so was heard to mutter
t h a t he cared not a d-m for anyone present, and t h a t they had better
not follow him either. No one followed. It was only a short time after
this that he killed Rlevins Taylor on Lookout Mountain. He escaped
and was a t large for some time, but as there was a handsome reward
for his capture, and knowing that sooner or later he would be apprehended, he decided to surrender. So going to a house near Cassandra,
he went in and surrendered to Temperance Kirkes, saying he would
rather surrender to a woman than to a man. He was carried t o Alabama, tried, convicted, and given a life sentence.
There was a third band of these guerrillas who occasionally visited the
county. This was known as the Doc Morse gang. They operated mainly
in Tennessee and the counties in Georgia east of Walker; however,
upon occasion, they came a s far as Rock Spring and adjacent territory.
Not much is known by our people about this b a n d ; however, the people
in the Peavine section remember that they were much to be dreaded.
The author has been infoimed that a band of these Raiders occasionally visited Whitfield county led by a man named Edrnonson from
Murray county. It was just such another band of irresponsibles as Walker
county had to contend with during the Civil War.
It is probable t h a t these bands were present and operated in practically every community in the South during the Civil War. Since the
strength of our manhood was at the front fighting, the sheriff, if there

www.gagenweb.org

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

was one, and the other civil authorities, were unable to cope with such
bands of men, and s o t h e country was left to their mercy.
It is probable, also and it has often been so stated, t h a t in many
cases t h e adherents of Gatewood were not in sympathy with his methods o r his purposes, b u t were attached to him f o r their own safety, and
as soon a s possible escaped from him. I t is said too t h a t Gatewood
was suspicious of h i s own men-was afraid of them. At night when
possible he would slip off to find a sleeping place where no one could
find him, probably fearing f o r his own life.
In discussing these bands of outlaws among t h e citizens of t h e
county t h i s chronicler h a s frequently-almost universally heard them
remark t h a t Gatewood w a s just a s bad a s Long, and Long a s bad a s
Gatewood-six of one and a half dozen of t h e other.
From the contribution of Judge John W. Maddox, printed elsewhere, i t might be inferred t h a t Gatewood had some kind of semi-official standing, a t least among the subordinate officials of t h e Confederate army, t h a t they "winked at", so t o speak, some of his a c t s of
irregularity. But i t i s difficult to believe t h a t the higher authorities
of t h e Southern Confederacy gave him such status, and the official
records above quoted show that it did not.

Chapter Twenty-one
HE negro is a part of the South-a large part. He is therefore a
part of every community in the South, is a part of Walker county.
A history of the county would be wanting in something if some account of the negro was not included.
If properly understood the negro has many excellent qualities to recommend him, while he doubtless has, like his white brother, some faults.
He is agreeable, friendly, jovial, neighborly, and generally intensely religious. His religion may lapse a t times (again like his white brother's),
but is happily renewed upon occasion and serves him in season and out
of season to help make his life of labor bearable.
No class of pe,ople takes its religion more seriously than our colored
brother. Engage him in conversation a t any time, a t labor or a t play,
and he soon diverts your attention to his abiding faith in Deity. The
Bible is his Book of Books and he delights to make reference to its
teachings. Whether he understands it or not he accepts it a s his guide
of faith and practice. The negro as we know him has only been out of
heathenism-not to say barbarism-some .two o r three centuries, many
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of them a much shorter time, and during that time he has quite forgotten
the many inherited instincts of his barbaric forbears.
Let us see what the colored man has done and is doing for the nation.
He raises the cotton that clothes the nation and the world. I t is safe
to say that a large majority of the cotton of commerce is produced by
the labor of the negro. I t is the negro that plows, hoes and picks the
cotton. The negro and the mule a r e boon companions. They know and
understand each other. That loud, jovial, spontaneous, sometimes halfinarticulate conversation, among the negroes a t work, is well understood
by the mule race. They love it, and vice versa, the negro loves the braying of the mule.
He not only grows the cotton that clothes the nation, but he raises the
wheat, the corn, the potatoes, the hay and other crops that feed man and
beast. He d,oes most of the menial work about the home and farm, and
what is more he does it uncomplainingly-and this is no small recommendation.
Then the colored man has built our railroads. It is he, more than
others, who, with pick and shovel, has delved in the torrid heat and in
the winter's cold to make it possible to operate the great railroad systems of our country. He it is, also, who furnishes the muscle and brawn
to operate the great iron and steel furnaces from which the material
comes to make our machinery-farming
tools, engines, automobiles,
radios and the like. He does a large part of that dangerous occupation
of mining ores; builds our telegraph and telephone lines; quarries the
rock and marble used in our buildings; makes the brick for our houses
and pipes used in eliminating the wastes of our great cities. He acts as
servant in our homes, furnishes fuel for fire, does the laundry and any
other menial work necessary. I s not a race which thus makes itself useful entitled to receive our kindest consideration and praise?
The white race has no prerogative on genius. There are a great many
geniuses among negroes. The South has produced many such and a rost e r of their names would fill many pages. Especially has the race furnished speciali!sts in poetry and music; geniuses as business men, as
writers and orators. Perhaps the greatest genius of recent times among
the negroes is Roland Hayes, who while not a native of Walker county
was born and reared in an adjoining county-Gordon.
He is considered
the world's greatest tenor to-day. He has filled engagements in all parts
of the world where the English language is spoken. Recently in London
he captured that great city by his superb voice.
As a young man he lived in Chattanooga and wrought along with
others of his race in an iron foundry. The budding genius was beginning to show his powers a t that time, and a t his daily work he was wont
t o engage in song a s is the custom of his race. The superintendent noticed that when he was singing everything worked better and with less
friction. Hence he encouraged his singing and from this time he has
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made steady progress as an artist. His voice has made him both famous
and wealthy.
Many of the early pioneers brought slaves with them when they came
to the county. The author has found many "Bills of Sale" for negroes
in his search throughout the county for old history. Some of these are
reproduced a t the end of this chapter. Besides those given he has seen
many others.
There are many ante-bellum houses still standing in the county most
of which were erected in whole or part by slave labor. Notable among
these might be menti,oned the Suttle home and slave quarters still standing in West Armuchee. Also, t h e Lane home in the Cove built by slave
labor in 1859.
I t is difficult for the young generation to realize that negroes were
bought and sold like cattle in this county less than 70 years ago. No
doubt there was a t the county seat before the war a slave market where
they could be purchased and where they were set up for sale to the
highest bidder and auctioned off a s we often see in the case of other
property, This was true of all sections of the South prior to the Civil
War.
The following quotation of prices for negroes a s prevailed in days
of slavery is taken from an ante-bellum newspaper of the state and i s a
reliable statement of the cost of different classes of negroes:
"No. 1 men, 20 to 26 years old, $1,459 to $1,500.
"Best grown girls, 17 to 20 years old, $1,150 t o $1,250.
,
"Girls 12 t o 15 years old, $1,000 to $1,100.
"Best plough boys, 17 to 20 years old, from $1,350 to $1,425.
"Boys, 12 t o 15 years old, from $1,000 to $1,100.
"Likely families and also boys and girls command high prices as
there are several gentlemen in the market who a r e purchasing for their
plantations in the South."
The number of slaves in the county in 1850-ten years before the
Civil war, was 795 males and 869 females, total 1664. There were also
18 free colored males and 19 free colored females. Total 37. Grand
total colored population a t t h a t time, 1701.
The number of colored people in the county in 1930 was as follows:
Male, 1178; female, 1171. Total, 2349, or an increase of 648 in 80
years. Compared with many Georgia counties, especially those further south, Walker contains few colored people. In the days before
the war very little cotton was raised in the county and the need f o r
slaves was not so great a s in the cotton belt proper. Because slavery
had no very great foothold in this county at t h a t time, the majority of
our citizens were opposed to secession and so expressed themselves a t
the polls when the subject was up for consideration.
There were generally, almost universally, the kindest of relations
between master and servant. They were well treated by the whole
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household and t h a t kind treatment was reciprocated. Only i n the
rarest cases was there harsh treatment of t h e slaves.
Slaves had no churches of their own. They mere members of, and
attended t h e churches of the whites. There w a s in many churches a
gallery a t t h e back of and above the congregation for the use of
negroes. The present Presbyterian church a t LaFayette once had such
a gallery. "Whether they understood it or not, they took their religion
very seriously, and t o this day enjoy i t thoroughly. Out of i t have
sprung t h e spirituals which a r e a unique contributi,on to the world's
music, composed a s they a r e of unconscious humor, rich melody and
haunting mystery-the somnolent inheritance of t h e jungle life which
still t o a large extent guides their destiny."
The following incident i s reproduced from t h e Upson County History :
"A MIS'ABLENIGGER."
t

"My friend asked Anthony Rox, a superb engine driver on the Ohio
River, how h e came to get free. 'Why, Massa Vincent, my health was
berry bad when I was in Kentuck; I couldn't do no kind o' work; I was
berry feeble; 'twas jes as much a s I could do to hoe my own gparden and
eat de sass. An' de missus what owned me see dat I was a mis'able nigger! So I said to her, "Missus, I'm a mis'able nigger, an' I ain't wof
nothin', an' I tink you'd better sell me." Now, Massa Vincent, I such a
poor nigger dat missus 'greed to sell me for a hundred dollars, an' I
'greed to t r y to wok and yern de money to pay her, an' I did, an' my
health has been gittin' better eber since, an' I specks I made 'bout nine
hundred dollars out ob dat nigger.' "
The following story is re-produced from memory:
"In the days before t h e w a r the accepted medical practice among
practitioners refused water to a patient suffering from certain fevers,
it being the opinion that water was detrimental t o the patient. An old
ante-bellum gentleman, Mr. Ellington, a slave owner, and man of affaiis,
fell sick with fever and was s o serious that t h e physician and family
despaired of his recovery. After several days and nights of watchingthe family being worn out for want of rest, the patient was left one
night in the care of an old trusted negro slave while the family retired
to get a much needed rest. The servant mas strictly charged not to give
him water a s this would certainly cause his immediate death.
After all had retired, Mr. Ellington began his argument with the old
faithful servant to persuade him to give him water. "Sambo," h e said,
"if yau will give me a gourd of water from the spring I'll give you a
thousand dollars when I get well." Sambo was adamant. "Sambo, I'll
give .you your freedom when I get well if you'll give me some water."
Sambo replied that his freedom would always haunt him and make him
miserable because he would know t h a t he had caused his master's death.
After a pause, Mr. Ellington, falling on another ruse, said: "Sambo,
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if you don't go and get me some water, I'll give you the worst whipping
you ever had when I get up." Sambo, doubting that he would ever g e t
up, and a t any rate feeling t h a t his master would have a softer heart at
that time, being grateful for his recovery, still refused. After some
pause, Mr. Ellington, always astute in gaining his ends, turned, and
raised himself on his elbow and looking with his gaunt, ghastly and emaciated face a t Sambo, said: "Sambo, I'm going to die and it's all because
I can't get a drink of water. If you don't go and get me a d r h k of
water from the spring, I'll come back and I~alrtyou 'the longest day you
live."
"Oh! Lordy ! Lordy ! massa, you shall hab de wata! You shall hab
de wata!" and he hurried away to the spring and brought him a pitcher
of water. Mr. Ellington drank and drank to his satisfaction, and the
next morning t,o the surprise of everybody he was better and soon recovered.
Many slaves were carried by their masters to the war a s a bodyguard
and servant, a s well as f o r companionship. The following incident illustrates the feeling of the old slaves thus employed:

"A GEORGIANEGRO
BOUNDFOR THE WAR."
Describing the march of the troops from Georgia northward, a correspondent of the Charleston Courier relates the following : "Several of
them brought along their bodyservants, who were likewise armed a n d
uniformed. One of the latter was a mouldy looking darkey so old and
dried up t h a t he might have passed for a preserved preparation of a n
Egyptian mummy. He had but two teeth left out of the usual complement and his head looked not unlike a dingy cotton patch on a small
scale. Some one asked if he wasn't afraid to go to t h e war. "No sah,"
said he, "wherebber Massa go dis chile go too-follow him to de debbil."
"But suppose Abe Lincoln gets after you, what then?" "Massa look out
for him, never let dis chile get hurted in de worl. I'se wof a tousand
dollars but ole Linkum a i n t wof a dam cent. You tink I get killed! No
sah," and the old shade turned on his heel and marched off as dignified
as a Wall Street Bear.
There a r e many instances of remarkable longevity of negroes in our
county. The census of 1850 for Walker county makes record of two
negroes a t t h a t time living in the county more than 100 years of age.
Rose Allgood, who died in 1930, related t h a t she was a grown woman
when she came to this county with the Allgoods long before the war.
Doubtless she must have seen a century of time. Abe Coulter, a familiar
character about LaFayette for many pears and who claimed to have assisted in clearing away the trees for laying out the town in 1833, lived
to the ripe old age of 111. Bill Force was said to be 109 a t his death,
Mose Brown 102, Rose Butler 100, Polly Love 108 and Dicey Cole 114.
Doc Thrash, still living near Lytle (1932), is said to be 111 years of age.
Many other negroes of the county have lived to be 90 to 100 years of age.
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I t is insisted by some that since many of these examples are more
o r less uncertain because of a want of proper records that they should
be taken with a grain of salt; but the fact remains that the negro race
is given to greater longevity in the main than the white race. This may
be attributed t o his simple life, free from extravagances both in living
and eating, especially the eating of rich foods. I t tends t o prove, a t
least, that hard work does not shorten man's days, as is sometimes
claimed.
The following old time darkies, still in life (19321, are relics of
slavery, having been born before the war: Cicero Suttle, Fannie Shropshire, Anna Wyatt, Ben Clements, Dollie Morris, Millard Wheeler, Willis
Marsh, John Davis, Charley Brooks, Alfred Goodson, Charley Neal,
George Salman, Sarah Benton, Texas Liles, Ben Young, Harry McDaniel,
Clara McClure, Tim Jackson, Doc Thrash, Milus Long, Jim Bruce, John
Akins, Warner Lewis who came into the county with Col. Wm. Daugherty
about 1843, now over 90.
Doc Thrash, who claims to have been born Dec. 25, 1820, hence 111
years of age, lives in Chickamauga Park. Was born in Richmond, Va.,
six monthfs after his parents had arrived as slaves from Africa. Married
4 times, father of 29 children, one son now 88 years old; 10 in first family, 12 in second, 7 in third, none in last. Went with his master to the
war as a servant; was captured back and forth several times, winding
up in the hands of the Yankees which, luckily for him, entitles him t o a
handsome pension, which he is enjoying in his old days.
THE OLD DARKEY'SPRAYER.
Many years ago a noted Methodist divine was invited to preach to a negro congregation. After the sermon
an old darkey was called on to pray. After the usual introduction in
the prayer, he proceeded as if to compliment the preacher and to call
down heaven's blessings on him, as follows. Observe the sublimity of
thought :
"0 Lo'd, gib him de eye ob de eagle, dat he may spy sin a-fur off.
0 Lo'd, nail hils tongue to de gospel-tree; and 0 Lo'd, tie his hands to de
gospel plow-then, 0 Lo'd, bend his knees and bow his head away over
in de low ground ov sorrow where much prayer is wont to be made. And,
0 Lo'd, a-nint his head wi' the kerosine ile ov salvation, and den sot him
on fire."
July 31 day 1838. I have this day sold to
Thomas Bryan one negro man named Jacob
about sixty-five years old, also one negro
woman named Ann about forty years old, for the sum of four hundred
dollars in hand paid, which I warrent and defend from myself, my eirs
(heirs) and all other persons, also to be sound in mind and body. Whereunto I affix my hand and seal, this 31 day of July 1838.
Robert Woody- (Seal).
Test : Joseph Rogers.

STATEOF TENNESSEE,

COUNTY.
BRADLEY
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Whereas, by virtue of an order from the
Honorable, the Court of Ordinary of Walker
county, and in persuance of the last will and testament of Joshua Brigman, late of Walker county, deceased, after due
and legal advertisement in terms of the law, the undersigned put up and
offered for sale to the highest bidder, at the Court House door, a t
LaFayette, in said county, on the first Tuesday in November, Eighteen
Hundred and Fifty Five, a certain negro man named Charles, when Mary
Brigman, being the highest and best bidder, said negro was knocked off
to her a t and for the price of One Thousand and Fifty One Dollars.
Now, received of said Mary Brigman One Thousand and Fifty One
Dollars in full payment for said negro man, Charles, so sold a s aforesaid.
Witness my hand and seal, this 8th day of January, 1856.
George Brigman- (Seal),
Executor of Joshua Brigman, Deceased.

WALKERCOUNTY.

i

GEORGIA,
WALKERCOUNTY.

Know all men by these presents that I, Ternperance Brigman, of the said county and state, for
)
and in consideration of the sum of Two Hundred
and Six Dollars, to me in hand paid by Elizabeth Brigman of the county
and state aforesaid (the receipt of which I hereby acknowledge), have
bargained, sold, and delivered, and by these presents do bargain, sell and
deliver unto the said Elizabeth Brigman, a negro girl named Manda, age
three years. To have and to hold the aforesaid bargained girl unto the
said Elizabeth Brigman, her heirs, executors, administrators and assigns for ever.
And I, the said Temperance Brigman, for myself, my executors and
administrators shall and will warrant and defend the same against all
persons, unto the said Elizabeth Brigman, her heirs and assigns by these
presents. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and a m e d
my seal. This 1st day of July 1857.
her
Temperance X Brigman- (Seal).
mark
Test :
P. S. Anderson,
Simon Brigman.
For and in considerati,on of James B. Suttle of
said county, having signed a bond for the reply
and forthcoming of sundry negroes, to wit,
Frances, a woman, and John an,d George, two boy slaves, this day levied
on by virtue of an attachment in favor of Daniel Blackwell against Aaron
Camp, returnable to the next Superior Court t o be held in and for said
county-Now, to secure the said John B. .Suttle against his said liability

GEORGIA,
WALKER
COUNTY.
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on said bond, I, the said Aaron Camp, have this day bargained and sold,
and by these presents do bargain and sell unto the said John B. Suttle,
his heirs and assigns, the following negroes, to wit, Frances, a woman
about thirty years old; a boy by the name of John, about three years
old; and George, about one year old; and Betsy or Elizabeth, about five
years old; and Frances, a girl about six years old,-to have and to hold
said negro slaves to him, his heirs and assigns against the said Aaron
Camp, his heirs, executors, &c, to the only proper use, benefit and behoof
of him the said John B. Suttle, provided he has any part or portion of
said bond to pay, and said negroes to be subject to the possession of
the said Suttle a t any time when demanded by him or his assigns. But
this Bill of Sale to be null and void provided the said John B. Suttle is
saved harmless against his said liability on said bond. As witness my
hand and seal this the 5th day of Ocbober 1842.
Aaron Camp- (Seal).
Attest:
C. I.' Hooper,
Recorded in Clerk's Office Jan. 4, 1843
A. A. Anneson.
by R. H. Caldwell, D.C.S.C.

STATEOF GEORGIA,
CHATTOOGA
COUNTY.

Received of Milum P. Rogers Nine Hundred and Twenty Nine Dollars in full payment for a negro named July, about six years
old, of dark (---.--..-...) complexion, which negro I warrant to be normal
both in body and mind and (---.-----------.)
for life. I only (warrant) as
executor of Harris Sprayberry and no further. This Jan. 13, 1859.
H. S. Sprayberry, Executor of Harris Sprayberry, Dec.
I. B. Leach,
V. Yearby.
The two following Bills of Sale are in possession of J. B. F. Jones,
prized mementoes of his. ancestors :
Know all men by these presents, that I, Joel
Jones scnr., for the consideration of the good
j will and affection to my beloved son James Jones,
do by this instrument give unto the said James Jones, a negro boy, named
Thomas, the right of which boy I &o by this deed of gift warrant and
defend against all and singular the claims of my heirs forever, with
this proviso: That any time the supreme government of the U. S. should
provide a release by law for the emancipation of slaves, then, in that
case, this instrument shall not be understood, or so construed, as to be
any bar to the force and effect of such an excellent provision &c.
In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal, this the fifth
GEORGIA,
NEWTON
COUNTY.
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day of April, in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Thirty Two.
Joel J. Jones- (Seal).
Subscribed to before us:
Sarah Ann Neal,
McCormack Neal I.I.C.

GEORGIA,
MORGANCOUNTY.

Know all men by these presents, t h a t I, Young
Bohannon, of the county and state aforesaid, have
this day bargained, sold and delivered, unto Joel
Jones, of the county and state first aforesaid, one negro woman of the
name of Judy, about the age of 18 years, for and in consideration of the
sum of Seven Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged. & I, the said Young Bohannon,
bind myself, my heirs, &c, to warrant and forever defend the right and
title of said negro woman unto said Jones his heirs &c, and also, do warr a n t the said negro t o be a well and sound neyro kc. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 22, October, 1817.
Young Bohannon-- (Seal).
Test :
Wm. Gill.

I

$2250

Received, Atlanta, March 11, 1863, of G. W. & J. M. Blackwell in full
about 25 Yrs. old and
payment for slaves Annis & Charles-Annis
Charles about 6 years. Said slaves hereby warranted sound in body and
mind, and the right and title to the above named slaves we do warrant
unto the said G. W. & J. M. Blackwell heirs, and assigns against the
claims of all persons whomsoever.
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands, seal, day and
date above written.
Witness : Robert A. Crawford.
Butingham & Perkinson (Seal).
Russell County: The State of Alabama.
$625
Received of Mr. Thomas Bryan, Six Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars in full for the purchase of a negro girl about 17 gears of age by the
name of Louisa, which girl we marrent sound in mind and body though
she has been raised exclusive in the house and very tenderly and delicately. The wright and title we warrant good unto him the said Bryan,
his heirs and assigns against ourselves, o u r heirs and assigns, aiid against
all other persons whatever. In witness our hands and seals this 3 day
of J u n e 1846.
A. D. Abraham & Co. (Seal).
Larkin Allen,
Rev. H. Line.
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Chapter Twenty-two

("LaFayette Vets.")

Greenberry Go Gordon, Surgeon, 9th Reg.
Andrew J. Healan, 1st Lieut.
Isaac D. Allen, 1st Lieut.
Edward F. Hoge, 2nd Lieut.; Elect. Capt., Pro. Lieut.-Col. ; Colonel.
Robert H. Baker, 1st Sergt.
William J. Mize, 2nd Sergt.; Elec. Jr. 2nd Lieut.
Edward A. Sharpe, 4th Sergt.; Apptd. 1st Sergt.
Conway 0.Calhoun, 1st Corp.
Samuel P. McWhorter, 2nd Corp.
Egbert C. Palmer, 3rd Corp.
James W. Nash, 4th Corp.
Wm. C. Allen, Pri.; Apptd. 3rd Sergt.; Elect. 2nd Lieut.; 1st
Lieut. ; Capt.
William S. Allen, Pri.; Apptd. 2nd Sergt.

Anderson Arnold
James Arnold
William C. Baird
F. M. Bazemore
Edmund S. Beard
Elbert A. Beard
Jackson Beard
B. E. Benning
Green B. Bennett
Miles B. Bennett
W. B. Bennett
Wm. W. Bice
.
Aeneas L. Brooks
A. J. Brown
James M. Brown
Francis Marion Brownfield
Asa L. Bryan

Wm. L. Jones
Joseph Kelley
Wm. L. Kendall
Doctor F. Kinman
Gray B. Lassiter
John C. Little
Q. Dell Mann
John Miller
John Mills
Wm. H. Mills
James H. Moreland
Hamilton G. More
Isham Moore
Charles J. Morgan
John B. Morgan
Thomas J. Morgan
Joel Morton
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Cicero C. Bryan
James M. Caldwell
James McR. Caldwell
John A. Caldwell
James E. Calhoun
Stephen H. Carson
Wm. H. Caruthers
Elbert S. Cassady
Posey M. Catlett
Harmon L. Center
Wm. R. Cole
James A. Connally
w. D. Cook
Augustus L. Culberson
Wm. A. Culberson
Robert N. Dickerson
Wm. B. Dickerson
John H. Duke
Alex R. Durham
Kearney Eubanks
James 0.Evans
Wm. Faulkner
Mike Ford
Clinton J. Fuller
W. M.. Gains
Wm. T. Goodwin
Noah S. Gordy
George W. Grady
Augustus A. Greathouse
Bryant A. Greathouse
Robert B. Guthrie
Robert H. Harris
Freder'ck Hart
Jacob C. Hart
George D. Hearn
James J. Hearn
Edmund J. Henry
John C. Higgins
Reuben W. Higgins
Wm. M. Hoge
Rufus B. Halloway
C. Hoyt
James Hubbard
Wm. J. Huff
Robert T. Jennings
George W. Johnson
James B. Johnson

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

Wm. C. Murdock
Patrick H. McClure
Russell W. McConnell
E. J. McCrary
George W. McGinnis
Robert A. McGinnis
B. W: McGinnis
R. B. McLeroy
Samuel W. McWhorter
Wm. F. Nash
Wm. H. Owens
Wm. R. Owens
Stamper Owensby
Wm. D. Palmer .
John Parker
James H. Partain
Wm. H. H. Rogers
Charles B. Rutledge
Edwin M. Satterfield
Milton M. Satterfield
Reuben P. Satterfield
Wm. P. Satterfield
James E. Shaw
Duncan Smith
Wiley E. Smith
Augustus R. Stewart
John C. Stokes
James M. Talley
Nathaniel G. Talley
Wm. J. Talley
Wm. A. Thompson
James Trammel
Hamilton Tripp
Andrew J. Tuttle
John F. Vickery
Wm. D. Walden
James S. Wardlaw
James G. Watson
Larenze White
George W. Whitten
John P. Whitten
B. C. Williams
Harden H. Williams
John C. Wood
M,P. Wood
James W. Young
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C.S.A., WALKERCOUNTY,
GEORGIA.
Charles D. Hill, Captain.
H. P. Os,born, Captain.
W. C. Bunch, 1st Lieut.
A. L. Culberson, 1st Lieut.
John P. (or J. T.) Halloway, 2nd Lieut.
T. J. Fricks, Jr. 2nd Lieut.
John T. Bentley, 1st Sergt.; Elect. Capt.
James M. Owens, 2nd Sergt.
Samuel W. Lord, 3rd Sergt.; Apptd. 1st Sergt.
D. C. White, 4th Sergt.
T. T. Cagles, 5th Sergt.
H. Wesley Hobbs, 1st Corp.
C. H. Roark, 2nd Corp.
Wm. Harrison H. Fricks, 4th Sergt.
Thomas J. Meek, 4th Corp.

CONFEDERATE VETERANS OF WALKER COUNTY, 1 93 2
Left

to right, back row: T. B. Carroll, J. M. Clarksan, T. B. ,Arnold,
W. P. Jackson, T . P. Norman. Front row: R. B. Stegall, E. L.
Culberson, J. P. Phipps, G . W. Patterson, B. J. Huggins.
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Harvey C. Alley
Albert L. (or A. J.) Allison
John A. P. Bailey
W. M. Bailey
W. W. Ballard
James M. Bankston
W. R. Bankston
Wm. Blaylock
Henry W. Boss
D. P. Bradley
W. T. Brand
John Bridgeman
J. M. Bunch
A. M. Burrows
H. Burrows
Thomas J. Burrows
J. L. Calloway
Archibald R. Campbell
Enos M. Campbell
James A. Campbell
Andrew B. Carnet
(or Carnott)
John E. Carson (or J. A.)
Jefferson J. Chambers
S. S. M. Chambers
Martin T. Childress
John C. (or John M.)
Clarkson
Thomas T. Cole
F. D. Collins
J. C. Collins
J. William Collins
Martin L. Crump
G. W. Cummings
Robert B. Cummings
A. J. Disheroon
John H. Dougherty
J. 0. Drennon
W. C; Drennon
J. J. Dyer
G. W. Ellis
J. C. Evans
Thomas M. Faucett
Francis M?. Fricks
M. H. Gilliam
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W. J. Harp
C. W. Herron
Elisha Herron
James B. Hill
Joseph A. Holloway
Henry W. Ketner
Thomas B. Ketner
Joseph Killingsworth
T.W. (or J. W.) Lawrence
B. W. Lively
Moses Long
Charles F. Lumpkin
Sanford Mann
J. W. Mauldan
Benjamin B. Miller
John H. Miller
Sanford H. Mitchel
Thomas Mitchel
IVm. S. Moore
J. J. Morgan
Thomas M. McBride
Jacob McCoy
Phillip McCoy
Andrew J. McDaniel
J. I?. Patterson
W. W. Patterson
E. R. Payne
W. R. Payne
John Pearson
John N. (or J. W.) Phillips
Mark S. Phillips
J. M. C. D. Rape
J. Richardson
Z. H. Robinson
L. A. Rogers
Jess Self
Thomas D. Self
W. H, Show
M. 1,. Siler (or Silen)
Jefferson Sims
Baswell Smith
Burrell Smith
Wiley Smith
Wm. J. Smith
J. W. Snyder
~
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T. N. Glass
Benjamin L. Glenn
Francis Glenn
J. R. Glenn
James P. Graham
F. J. Hall
John A. Hall
G. W. Hammonds
A. J. Haney
Andrew J. Hanson
John F. Harp
M. J. Harp

Robert Sparger
Thomas Sparger
D. H. Stiles
J. D. Strange
W. F. Turner
S. H. Thurman
Monroe Wallin
(or Wallace)
Wm. Wallin
(or Wallace)
A. Weathers
S. Williams

,

MUSTERROLLOF COMPANYD,

ST GA.

VOL. INF., C.S.A.

This roster was made out by John B. Henderson in 1925. The company was made up of Walker and Catoosa county boys in 1862 and served
till the surrender. So far a s known J ~ h Lyle
n
is the only surviving member at this time (1932).
Regimental Captain, E. M. Dodson, Sr., of Chattanooga.
Company Captain, James Whitsit, of Ringgold.
Colonel J. C. Gordon.
Lieutenant B. M. Jarrett.
Hunt Akin
Jasper Adkins
Alson Blaylock
Younger Brock
George Blair
Andrews Chambers
Jack Caruthers
C. C. Caruthers
Mevin Cathorn
Davis Clark
William Conley
George Curry
Henry Davis
James Dalton
E. M. Dodson, Jr.
Davis Ellison
Isaac Elrod
Jack Fielding
Marion Fielding

.
Daniel Johnson
John Jackson
Lias Kenum
Joseph Lyle John Lyle
Wash Meek
Chappell M. McFarland
Wyley Mullis
Jas. A. Mullis, Sr.
Eli Myers
Newt Nations
Wylie Nichols
Jessie Owens
Jerry Pack
Albert Pack
James Pettigrew
W. T. Park
Lewis Pitts
Bill Pitts
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Thomas Gulett
John Glenn
B. M. Garrett
J. S. Glenn
John B. Henderson
Robert A. Henderson
W. H. Hill
Joseph Hill
Joseph Hays
John Howard
Jesse Hinnard
Frank Hinnard
Jack Hinnard
Ruben Hearn
Hiram Hensley
Ben Hensley
Wright Henry
James Hawkins
Ward Harris
Columbus Harrison
Russell Jones
William Jones
Thomas N. Jones
Reese Jones
Robert Jones
Thomas B. Jones
Revis Jones
Jack Johnson

,

Thomas N. Reed
Charles Reed
Monroe Reed
James Reed
Russell Smith
Sam Smith
Joe Smith
Thomas Smith
George Smith
Nick Smith
Pryer Stanfield
Zeph Sawyer
James Sutton
J. Poke Tedford
William Thedford
James Trimmier
R. B. Trimmier
Robert Vinsant
Wylie Wall
Aullen Wilson
Justin C. Wells
James Ward
Levi Withers
Asbury Withers
Morris Workman
Joel Youngblood
Cleve Yates

MUSTER
ROLL OF COMPANYG, 1 1 GA.
~ REGT.
~
Frank Little, Colonel.
J. Y. Wood, Captain.
J. Guthrie, 1st Lieut.
F. H. Little, 2nd Lieut.
J. M. Jackson, Bvt. 2nd Lieut.
W. H. Harrelson, 1st Sergt.
J. H. McWilliams, 2nd Sergt.
J. V. Little, 3rd Sergt.
J. W. Hill, 4th Sergt.
E. L. Easterling, 1st Corp.
W. N. Russell, 2nd Corp.
J. P. Wood, 3rd.Corp.
B. M. Clark, 4th Corp..
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John Akin
R. W. Bailey
J . N. Bell
B. F. Blackburn
B. Boaz
C. L. Burns
D. H. Brooks
V. P. Bomar
E. A. Bomar
M. C. Cantrell
W. P. Cassada
A. J. CargaT
Benjamin Clark
I. L. Cox
G. M. Cox
H. G. Cowan
B. F. Crain
W. S. Dobsori
S. M. Dunn
Joshua Dunagan
A. H. Easterling
J. E. Eslinger
H. Findley
J. N. Fry
G. W. Gentry
J. F. Green
S. F. Green
F. L. Read
3 . L. Harris
N. L. Harris
E. A. Howell
H. H. Hamilton
M. Hester
M. D. L. Henderson
W. J. Hill
H. H. Hill
13. J. Huggins
Henry Hulsey
J. H. Keeler
S. Kemp
G. A. Keener
M. C . Lawrence
N. V. Lawrence
J. W. Love
E. M. Mayfield

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

F. A. McWilliams
J. M. A. Miller
H. J. Miller
J. K. Miller
J. L. Miller
W. S. McLain
G. W. McGahaha
W. S. Murray
B. F. Neal
W. H. H. Orr
0.V. Perry
J. W. Pilcher
W. E. Mylam
H. Y. Puryear
M. C. Ramsey
A. J. Reed
Jordan Reed
Abel Richardson
William Richardson
G. W. Richardson
Rufus Richardson
J. H. Roberts
J. A. W. Roberts
Joseph Robinson
N. D. Robinson
G. C. Leatherwood
G. W. Sampson
T. D. Sampson
W. H. Shahan
W. L. Shattuck
Jefferson J. Smith
P. E. Staples
J. A. Story
L. Stoe
S. C. Talley
J. W. Templeton
J. H. Tipton
J. C. Torbett
B. J. Townsend
R. F. Wells
J. D. Wilkinson
J. M. Wilson
J. S. C. Wilson
L. E. Wilson
G. W. Witherspoon

www.gagenweb.org

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

Nealy McCarthur
R. I3. McClure
J. T. McConnell
D. P. McConnell
R. T. McConniel
J. M. McNair
John McNair
C. W. McWilllams

J. H. Witherspoon
D. C. White
Ancel Wright
H. A. Russell
A. J. York
A. T. Coryell
J. A. Swinson
B. F. Brown

STATE
TROOPS,CHATTOOGA
AND WALKERCOUNTIES.
Robert Cameron, Captain.
George W. Blackwell, 1st Lieut.
Henry D. C. Edmondson, 2nd Lieut.; Pro. Captain.
Thomas B. Cochran, Jr. 2nd Lieut.
Jesse L. Jones, 1st Sergt.
James P. Hendricks, 2nd Sergt.
Oliver N. York, 3rd Sergt.
Wilson M. Lumpkin, 4th Sergt.
Francis M. Failly, 1st Corp.
Joseph Harmons, 2nd Corp.
David F. W. Smith, 3rd Corp.
Robert L. A. Cameron, 4th Corp.

John Akins
Joseph L. Boss
Henry C. Carter
Francis M. Castles
Robert D. Douglas
James H. Daniel
Josiah Flournoy
\Vm, F u l l e r
Wm. W. F r o s t
Wm. Greeson
Charles R. Hood
Henry S. Hancock
Thomas N. Harper
John N. Harper
Robert Harlow
Robert A. Hemphill
Thomas G. Howell
Joseph A. Henley
Marquis D. Henderson
Ethridge J. Jones

Wm. M. Moss
Green A. H. Mallet
Andrew J. Neal
Abraham H. Neal
Joseph A. Neal
Wm. Penn
Coleman L. C. P i t t s
George T. Pullen
P e r r y K. Rogers
Wm. T. Stewart
Wm. B. Strange
Thomas F. Strange
W. F. Stover
Wm. F. Simpson
Wm. H. Strain
Mark H. Stone
James IV. Snow
Paul C. Smith
John 0. Smith
Frederick L. R. Thomas
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James Jones
James A. Johnson
James R. Knox
John M. Lumpkin
Thomas F. Maxey
Matthew A. Afeyers

James J. Thomas
James Tucker
Robert N. Thornberry
Thomas B. White
John M. Williams
George W. Winston

MUSTER
ROLL O F COMPANY
"K," 3

9 REGIMENT
~ ~
GA. VOL.INF., ARMYOF
TENNESSEE,
C.S.A., WALKERCOUNTY,
GEORGIA.

John W. Brady, Captain; Elec. Regimental Chaplain.
Alonzo J. Pursley, Captain.
Alford C. Ward, 1st Lieut.; Ehc. Captain.
W. 0. Alexander, 2nd Lieut.
Augustus A. Cooper, Jr. 2nd Lieut.
K. G. Smith, Jr. 2nd Lieut.
James S. McConnell, 1st Sergt.
T. J. Foster, 2nd Sergt. ; Elec. 2nd Lieut.
Benjamin W. Castleberry, 3rd Sergt.
P. G. White, 4th Sergt.; Appt. 3rd Sergt.
A. L. Alexander, 5th Sergt.; Apptd. 2nd Sergt.
S. A. Brice, 1st Corp.
W. H. H. Chafin, 2nd Corp.
E. C. Catlett, 3rd Corp.
J. C. Hovis, 4th Corp.

Fleming- Aikin
J. M. Anderson
Phillip G. Autry
L. Baker
B. M. Bates
J. N. Bird
Robert W. Brice
J. W. (or J. M.) Brock
J. M. Cannon
R. &I.A. Catlett
H. J. Chastain
M. G. Clements
W. G. Clement
Pendieton G. Coker
John IV. Crawford
W. B. Culberson
James J. Dobson .
H. L. Duncan
C. M. Evet.t

Wesley Lowery
T. E. Madaris
G. W. Mills
Hugh Mills
Wm. K. Mitchel
Wm. L. Moore
W. D. Moore
Joel P. Morton
(or Martin)
\Vm. M. McAlister
D. W. Oxford
J. H. Oxford
H. A. Partain
J. R. Phelps
J. N. J. (or J. A. J.) Pike
S. T. (or S. S.) Poe
A. R. Powell
Henry T. Redwine
J. L. Reese
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J. S. H. Evett or Everette
T. M. Evett or Everett
M. S. Garner
H. J. Gill
Jesse T. (or J. J.) Gill
J. B. Gill
T. Monroe (or M. T.) Gili
J. W. Gray
Needham Griffin
G. A. J. Haile
\V. B. Haile
A. L. Hamilton
Newton Hamilton
M. J. Harris
John H. Hawks
C. R. Hendrix
E. M. Higgins
R. &I. Houston
James M. James
B!I. C. James
W. H. James
Reuben Jay
L. W. Keeling
J. M. Keith
William Kinsey
Zara A. Little
I. J. Lofton
B. W. Long
Benjamin C. Lowery
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J. F. Robertson
S. M. Robertson
Jesse F. Self
J. L. Self
J. L. Self (another)
157. W. Shields
Anson Aaron Tarvin
A. Tarvin
D. Tate
E. Tate
FV. FV. Tate
J. J. Taylor
J. N. Taylor
Wm. Thomas
S. P. Tipton
R. J. Tucker
lierry B. Turner
J. R. Turner
~ ' i l l i a r nWall
.I. R. Wardlaw
E. Warnock
W. A. Weaver
L. M. White
James Williams
T. B. Williams
J. J. C. Wilson
J. L. Wilson
!Ir. W. Wilson

MUSTERROLLOF COMPANY "H," 2 3 REGIMENT
~ ~
GA. VOL. INF., C.S.A.,
WALKER,
COBBAND GORDON COUNTIES.
("Bartow Invincibles," also called "Walker-Bartow Invincibles.")
Francis M. Young, Captain.
Thomas R. A. Haslerig, 1st Lieut.; Pro. Captain.
Reese B. Neal, 2nd Lieut.
John Edge, Jr. 2nd Lieut.
H. G. Fuller, 1st Sergt.
Alexander Arnold, 2nd Sergt.
B. F. Chapman, 3rd Sergt.
Joseph M. Suttle, 4th Sergt.
J. Wilson Clements, 1st Corp.
S. S. Keenum, 2nd Corp.
John Arnold, 3rd Corp.
Harrison H. Davis, 4th Corp. .
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H. E. A. Adcock
J. J. Adcock
Michael Baker
John W. Bennett
J. T. Burgess
Jerry Burns
James McR. Caldwell
Newton Cargle
Perry G. Cargle
Wm. C. Cargle
Samuel H. Chambers
A. P. Chapman
John H. C. Condry
Andrew J. Coulter
James H. Coulter
Abram C. Davis
A. Robert Davis
Jeremiah L. Davis
Thomas Davis
5. M. Dempsey
Seth W. Dempsey
Wm. B. Dickerson
Franklin Ellenberg
Ezekiel Foster
Wm. B. Foster
W. W. Foster
Hiram S. Fuller
M. H. Fuller
W. B. Fuller
Thomas M. Gasaway
Doctor C. Gladden
J. R. Gladden
niicholas Goodson
Wm. B. Goodson
3. L. Green
Thomas J. Green
Wm. J. Green, Jr.
Wm. P. Green
John Grigsby
George Sanford Harmon
S. 11. Harmon
W. C. Huit
Wm. J. Johnson
Burton Kearns
James D. Keown
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or Rlalory
Robert W. Maloney
or Malory
S. H. Maloney or Malory
John N. Martin
E. Tip Mattox
Houston Mattox
John Mattox
Porter Mattox
J. M. Mizer
Blakely E. Moon
P. D. H. Morgan
Henry C. Partain
H. H. Patterson
J. B. Patterson
Wm. L. Patterson
Thomas W. Pilcher
G. W. Pogue
John Norman Pogue
John T. Pope
Kinchen T. Pope
Patrick W. Pope
Wm. A. Pope
G. Warren R a ~ v l s
Jordan Reed
Virgil M. Reecl
Joseph W. Richards
Janles E. Roach
Wm. H. Roberts
J. F. Sailors, or Saylors
J. H. Sailors, or Saylors
Nimrod Sailors
John J. Sanders
James IV. Satterfield
McKinney Seabolt
Abner B. Shipp
. H. Shipp
John Spragin
John W. Stansell
John C. Stokes
Daniel G. Tate
John M. Tate
Riley J . Tate
lTa.nTate
John W. Thompson
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James H. Keown
Wm. J. Keown
A. J. Kilpatrick
C. C. Kilpatrick
Elisha Kilpatrick
Leroy M. Lamb
- - Late
Wm. P. Lewis
Moses Terrell Maloney

Alexander Turner
Thomas J. Tweedle
J. M. Underwood
Wm. W. Underwood
W. T. Wade
D. J. Whitley
Philo W. Whitley
L. A. Winkler

NORTHERN
VIRGINIA,EVAN'SBRIGADE,
GORDON'SDIV., C.S.A.
B. F. Fariss, Captain.
Thomas Warthen, 1st Lieut.
J. C. Fariss, 2nd Lieut.
Wm. J. Martin, Jr. 2nd Lieut.
T. C. McSpadden, 1st Sergt.; Pro. Jr. 2nd Lieut.
Wm. Caughron, 2nd Sergt.
P. D. Mathis, 3rd Sergt.
Wm. Hawkins, 4th Sergt.
Wm. Lazenby, 5th Sergt.
G. W. Innman, 1st Corp.
J. F. Hill, 2nd Corp.
Thomas P. Veal, 3rd Corp.

L. M. Hawkins
1,. P. Allen
M. S. Baker
J. D. Bentley
J. J. Boss
John Baldwin
E. R. Riles
James Bruce
James Bird
Harris Rrigman
A. J. Rrigman
W. B. Boss (Elec. 2 Lt.)
A. B. Black
E. C. Black (Elec. 2 Lt.)
Hantel .Brigham
R. H. Caldu~ell
Calvin Culberson

Wylie Jenkins
R. T. Jennings
Griffin Keith
A. J. Kelly
James Lambert
Curtis Lazenby
T. .P. Lansford
Joseph Morton
Robert Martin
Nathaniel McCullough
T. L. McCall
James McClain
J. If. McClure
E. R. Martin
John Patterson
J. P. Phipps
~ a c o bPettyjohn
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E. L. Culberson
(Apt. 0rd.-Sgt.)
A. S. Childress
James Coulter
Joseph E. Caldwell
F. M. Cloud
John Couch
Reuben Couch
R. A. Childress, Sr.
R. A. Childress, Jr.
M. 0.Couch
R. H. Calhoun
L. W. Dunn
G. B. Ellenberg
T. L. Farnsworth
H. H. Goodwin
G. H. Garrett
W. F. Gillian
W. B. Hearn
j-C. Hearn
Jesse Hargroves
John Howell
A. R. Hill
R. F. Jones
Lewis Jones
Peter Jones
Samuel Jenkins
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W. J. Pettyjohn
Ross Payne
Joseph Parker
E. Q . Pierce
Wm. Partain
J. R. Payne
T. A. K. Reed
Moses Ramey
Harvey Richardson
Samuel Saxon
C. W. Shipp
John T. Still
J. C. Smith
J. W. Stewart
Lawrence Shelly
A. G . Stevenson
Jasper Spier
Wm. Saxon
J. D. Tho-mpson
C. C. Thompson
C . S. Tapp
T. E. Tapp
C. C. Tipton
Scott Bickery
John Weaver
J. C. FVoods
W. T. UTaides

DIARYOF A CONFEDERATE
SOLDIER.The diary of W. H. McWhorter,
which he kept during the War B e h e e n the States, is in possession of
Mr. R. L. McWhorter, a relative, and is an interesting memento of those
troublous times that tried men's souls. The first paragraph says:
"W. H. McWhorter left home Sept. 17, 1861, and on the night of the
same day landed at Dalton, Ga., with Capt. J. C. Wardlaw's company, a t
which place he was mustered into the service of the Confederate States
and put under command of Col. W. H. Stiles. The company named, with
others, remained at the above named town till Oct. 2, when all repaired
to Savannah, Ga., and drilled till Oct. 19, and then moved our rendezvous
to Skidaway Isle."
Mr. McWhorter had charge of commissary supplies for his company
and gives numerous notations of supplies consumed by the company for
specified periods, one of which is as follows: "Oct. 24 to 31. 163 lbs
bacon; 588 lbs flour; 300 lbs meal ; 30 qts salt ; 76 lbs rice ; 45 lbs. coffee ;
90 lbs sugar; 5% lIbs candles; 15 lbs soap; 3% qts vinegar."
In three different places a roster of the company is given, names
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neatly written with pen and ink. The first roster follows:
"MUSTERROLL O F

THE

WALKERINDEPENDANTS."

"Capt. J. C. Wardlaw; Lieut. M. Russell, E. Napier, and D. C. Myers;
Serg. W. H. McWhorter, L. R. McWhorter, D. E. Hall, H. Maddux, W. A.
Foster; Corp. G. B. Carroll, C. W. Taylor, W. K. Jones: J. W. Blackwell;
Musician, J. D. Taylor; Privates: J. A. Alexander, C. P. Allen, James
Arnold, Jacob Arnold, J. C. Atkins, John Atwood, J. H. Bird, P. J. Bird,
Wm. Butler, G. W. Brewer, H. H. Carroll, Andrew Carson, J. N. Chastain, S. Caudell, M. Caudell, T. A. Cooper, C. C. Caudell, G. B. Collins,
J. M. Cooper, J. H. Crutchfield, J. A. Denton, J. F. Dedman, W. F. Dunn,
John Edge, C. M. Edwards, R. A. Ellis, G. W. Ellis, R. L. Farnsworth,
J. W. Farnsworth, L. R. Fletcher, James Gillean, J. H. Gillean, A. Gillean,
J. S. Gant, W. K. Gray, G. H. Hall, S. M. Hall, J. M. Hall, J. E. Hall, G. W.
Hall, J. H. Hall, M. C. Harris, L. M. Hendon, T. B. Hendon, J. A. Hendon,
Edward Jackson, D. J. Jackson, H. H. Jones, John Lambert, V. S. Lowery,
Angus Lively, R. M. Lanier, W. P. Maddux, J. C. McDonald, T. C. McDaniel, J. E. McCutchen, A. E. McKinney, N. We Moore, J. W. Mack,
A. D. Murray, G. B. Myers, W. D. McWhorter, We F. McWhorter, W. J.
McClure, John Partin, S. S. Pendley, M. Pendley, Thomas Poe, Thomas
Rutledge, J. He Rutledge, Wm. Spraggins, W. C. Strickland, H. A. Serrett,
C. W. Taylor, G. W. Tipton, B. F. Thurman, W. H. Tucker, H. H. Wilson,
W. W. Wilson, G. K. Wilson, E. A. Ward, J. F. Wardlaw, J. A. Williams,
W. K. Williams, H. H. Williams.
Then follow these names written with pencil and not arranged alphabetically: W. S. Hall, J. E. Lansford, J. H. Swift, G. W. Hall, Jun., J. A.
Self, J. W. Kirkes, J. A. F. Williams, W. J. McCurder, J. A. Swift, W. H.
Rutledge, J. B. Day, R. G. Calhoun, Rob Cooper, J. W. Rutherford, W. R.
Pain, E. J. Myers, W. F. Hall, S. D. McClure, A. F. Pendley, Thomas
Jackson, W. A. Hall, T. G. Howell, J. H. McWhorter, T. M. Day, James
Day, G. W. Farnsworth.
Another interesting and unusual reminder of those days, found in
this old diary of Mr. McWhorter, is an old envelope with a Confederate
stamp attached. The stamp carries the likeness of Jefferson Davis with
the words "Postage Five Cents," and "Confederate States of America."
The envelope is addressed to "Mr. A. B. McWhorter, Duck Creek, Geo."
It has been cancelled with a rubber stamp the only words of which now
legible is the word "PAID."

J. F. Leak, Capt.
James Gilreath, 1st Lieut.
Abe Fuller, 2nd Lieut.
Wm. Edwards, 3rd Lieut.
Union Glasco, Orderly Sgt.
C. A. Neal, 2nd Sgt. .
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Green Burgess
Lem Dillarcl
Mark Edwards
dohn Fuller
Rance Griffin
John Hicks
John Hollis
Frank Hargas
Poss Hargas
Mark Irvin
Jim Jenkins
Bill Jenkins
Bill Johnson
Jim Kinman

James Kenady
John Mumford
Dr. Milan
A. H. Neal
G. W. Patterson
F. &I. Patterson
Bill Puckett
Lee Reed
Sam Smith
Lang Smith
Wiley Venible
Bud Wafford
Jasper Warnock
Newton White

John Burgess
W. P. Bomar
Newton Cleckler
Ben Chapman
Andy Coulter
Pink Chapman
Bob Davis
Harrison Davis
Tom Davis
James Eaton
W. B. Foster
William Foster
Ed Gasner
dohn Grigsby
Coleman Hewet
Richard Haslerig
James Headrick
Jack Huggins
Elisha Killpatrick

Columbus Killpatrick
John McClure
Rube McClure
F. A. McWilliams
Capt. R. B. Neal
Frank Neal
Sam Pilcher
t\? L. Patterson
H. H. Patterson
John B. Patterson
John Stansell
Anson Tarvin
Alson Tarvin
Alvin Tarvin
Albert Tarvin
A. C. Ward
Jim Warnock
F . M. Young

E. A. Bomar
B. F. Hunt
Bill Hunt
Bill McWilliams
E. D. McWilliams
J. P. Jackson

John Puryear
H. C. Puryear
H. Y. Puryear
Bill Puryear
J. T. Suttle
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Chapter Twenty-three

NOTE-Soon after the Civil war t h e Confederate Veterans of the
county organized Camp "Little," later changed to Camp "Chickamauga."
This fraternal and patriotic organization has continued to the present,
but is now very weak, only a few of the old soldiers of the sixties being
left. During its existence of some sixty years most of the old soldiers
of the county, who fought f o r the "Lost Cause," became members. Many
of them, however, for various reasons failed to join the organization.
Out of a membership of more than 200 there are now scarcely a dozen
left. The old register of members contains the following names giving
such data as is appended.
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Inf
"
1 I-Iill
St s
Sgt I< 4
(':Lv
1'1.i I t fiGi1
Illf
"
1 GOGu
"
"
IT 58XC
"

"

11 43Tn

"

I)

"

1I

Tit

l'ri
"

"
6b

GGu
SG:l
1 23Ga
E Icon
GOGtt
l i 39Ga
(
60Ga

m

66

"
Sgt

1)
IT

I'ri

(

"

(7
I
D
li

"

lil

'

"
"

"
"

Lt

I

GOGa

23Ga
1Ga
9Ga
GOGa
39Ga
39Ga
6Ga
Con
9 G a

1
li: 39Ga

Cav
Illf

"

"

"
"

"
"

"
Ciiv
Inf
"

"

C,av
Inf
"

"

12'trw e

ll'crurk C'o. lieyt. S e w .
E. L. C:ull)erson P r i
GOGa
"
E. C. Cordell
" % CiOGa
"
11'. C . Cox
r) 6Ala "
.
f
"
1, Tenn . "
oJ.
\Ir. ,4. C:l~qpl)ell "
E 3Con Cav
bL
13. I,. Ch:~st:~in
" I1' 4Ga
"
G. \Ir. Cothran
Sur
SCon
Sgt I 1Ga Trps
J. A. Clenlents

.J. Culdu-ell
11. 31. (':lrrull
13. I?. Cole
\V. G. Conley
I,. -4. Conley
. 1 C o n
T. T-1. Cameron
ti. IV. Carlock
I<o~l)t.Daugh'y
.To1111 It. Dorsey
11. I,. Duncan
11. S. Davis
,J. IA. Davis
.John C. Devoti
1X. S. r)ickers~ii
T. 31. L)un\voocly
143. F. Dilbecl<
S. Enerage ( ? )
-4. S. Ev:lns
(1. ItT.Evitt
A. 2'. Ellison
John Eldge
IT. A. Ellis
A. J. Erwin
T. A. Eubanks

C
"
IJri Ii' 34Ga
" 13 37Tn
" D IGa
Cor
Sta
P r i I? 39Tn

66

bL

"

"
"

"
"
6b

"
"

Sgt
Pri

"
"
"

4Ga
4Ga
3Ga
4G:t
I< 39G:l

I<
I<
I<
F

r)
l<

Icon

C
C:
H
I

21Cy
9G:t

1-1
1)

B
EnsIq'
Lt EI
Pri E
" A
Lt 1

23G;1

I n
52Gtl
2G:l
2TGa
1Tn
lGGa
23Ga
2Ga
1Tn
4Ga

Inf

"

bL

Tps
Inf
Inf
4.

.
b

"
C ~ V
Inf
('av
Inf
66

"
6L

"
Cav
bb
6L
bb
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Na?zl e
Rank
II7n1. Faulkner
Pri
J. JV. Flerr~ing
Lt
\V. B. Foster
Ens
T. J. Foster
Lt
IV. A. Foster
"
-4. J. Fiel(1ing
Sgt
Wm. Free
Pri
D. M. Gutherie
"
W. 13. Gutherie
"
A. Gravely
"
J. H. Hanalan ( ? ) "
,I. B. I'Ii11
Lt
Wesley IIobbs
Pri
,T. 19. Henderson (3rd
J . C. Hall
Yri
J. J. Horvell
"
T. C. Hackney
"
A. I-Iunter

Co. Regt. Serv.
Inf
G 9G:t
Y 5Al
H 23Ga
1C 39Ga
(
GOGa
D 3 Ga
G 52Ga
E 3Ga
E 8G:t
F 1Ga
H 4Ga
Inf
14 39Ga
141 39Ga
65Ga
cav
1-1 1Ga
I< 42Ga Inf
E 26NC Inf
bb

bb

bb
bb

bb

J. J. Henning
" A 35Tn
,I. 0.Hitchcock
" 1) 20Ga
G. D. Hearn
l'ri D Icon Ctlv
Inf
.T:~mesHorn
" E 2340
E. N. Hagi~~ood " F 55A1
J. BX. Henry
" 1 1 4 G a Cav
J. J. Hilburn
" E' 34Ga Inf
Henry Hosd
"
El 28Ga
IV. 1.. Hill
" D 24Ga
.T. L. Hood
" H 6Ga
W. A. Horton
Sgt 1 43Ga
Inf
A. M. Niggins
Yri I1 2.Ga
G. W. Innman
Sgt . 1 60Ga
D. 0. Jackson
Pri I 60Ga
J. M. Jackson
Cpt G llGa
W. P. Jacks02
1
G 6Ga
Cav
Lewis Jones
" I< 60Ga Pri
Y eter Jones
" I 60Ga
T. N. Jones
" D lCon
Cav
J. J. Jones
Ord H 6Ga
J. D. Jay
Pri C 60Ga Inf
T. I<. Icing
" F 6Ga Czlv
F. G. Little
" H 39Ga Pri
J. T. L:lngley
" 13 16SO
A. Littlejohn
" H 3Ga Cav
A. T. Leslie
Moses Long
" E 39Ga Inf
T. H. Liner
" H IGa
,4. J. Liner
"
I-I 43Tn
H. P. Lumpkin
" G 9Ga
B. F. Loughridge " I 3Con Cav
J. &I. I ~ m i n g
" l3 21Ga Pri
El. M. Limmons
Sgt I 37Tn
John Ledbetter
L'ri
18A1
W. R. Lindsay
" B 9Ga
J. J. Morgan
"
E 39Ga
J. H. Miller
" E 39Ga
J. C. Martin
" O 1Ga
Rolbt. Martin
Sgt
1Ga
bb

bb

6b
66

bb

bb

6b

bb
b6

6b

bb

bb

bb

Co. Regt. Sem.
D ICon Inf
I3 55.41
11 26Tn
Ind.
Co.
Inf
13 2SC
E GOGa
C GOGa
Cav
11 4Tn
G 11Gu Inf
li: 300n Cav
H 23Ga
C 30Ga
Cav
I< 6Ga
i
H 4Ga
Cav
a
C 2Ky
Sgt G 20Ga Inf
I
I< 21Ga
Lt F 39621
L'ri C: 60Ga
" I 41Ga
" D 20Ga
" A 5Tn
" E 6Ga Cav
" I IGa
" F 1Ga
" F 1Ga
Sgt I< 5Tn
Pri I< 5Tn
Bat
" C 2Ga
" D 3Eag
" E 39Ga Inf
Art
" C 1Gn Cav
" E 6Ga
" E 6Ga
" I3 50A1 In f
" E 3Ga
Cav
"
E 39Ga Inf
" H 23Ga
" F 39Ga
" El 34Ga
Sgt F 39Ga

Name
Rank
IV. 3Zullis
"
IV. B. Moore
"
L. I\'. Myers
"
\V. IV. S . Myers "
T. J . Jl:~nly
"
IV. I?. 35c\Vhorter "
1,. A. McWhorter Sgt
A . McIJrayer
LJri
F. A. MlcWillian~sSgt
1'. 11. G. 3lcGuffie L3ri
R. B. Neal
Opt
R. P. Neal
Lt
N. C. Napier
Cpt
S. P. O'Briant
Pri

I?. M. Osborn
G. W. Newsome
James Norten
J. A. P a r k
John Partain
J. P. Phipps
J. L. Perryman
Joseph Patrick
James Ponder
G. IV. Patterson
H. Y. Puryear
H. C. Puryear
D. N. Pursley
Richard Potter
A. H. Peppers
D. C. Payne
C. EI. Roark
D. ,4. Rice
Wm. Riley
Robert Ramey
W. D. Rosser
J. H. Rhinehart
T. &
Rowland
I.
D. EI. Styles
J. W. Stansell
A. F. Smith
Hiram Smith
J. .;1 S~mith
P. H. Shankles
J. D. Strange
G. 13. Stewart
It. I?. Shaw
A. F. Shaw
G . W. S'haw
J. 31. Shaw
J. E. Shaw
.Jolln Shaw
1). I). Singletry
A. R. Steele
14'. H. Sims
J. T. Suttle
W. P. T a t e
E. M. T a t e

bb

14

bb

16

b

bb

bb

bt

bb

bL

I'ri

E 30Ga
C 4Ga
" F 4Ga
" F 4Ga
" A 3Con
" I lGon
" G 9Ga
" I< 21G:1
" I< 6Ga
,4us
" 1-1 1Ga
Pri I? 1Ga
Ord A 4Ga
Pri K 39Ga

"

bb

In f
tL
bL

Cav
Bat
Cav
46

Inf
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Nume
J. S. Murphree
U'. H. Talley
Jo!in Taylor
D. D. Thomas
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Ramlc Co. Regt. Seru.
Pri C 8Ga
Bat
" F 8Ga
4b

bb

66

6b

1-1. L. Tatum
"
F. A. C. Thedford "
R. F. Thuman
"
A. Underwwd
"
John Y . Wood
Oplt

J. A. Woods
Jesse Wallin
W. A. Weaver
M. A. Ware
J. C. Wardlaw
J. J. Wallraven
J. A. F. Williams

Name
Rank Co. Regt. Serv.
.T. W. Thompson "
C 46Ga
"
G. J. Wilson
" C 18SC
"
James Weaver
"
E 59Tn
"
Art. Jesse Williams
"
B 9Ga
Inf *J. H. Webb
" G 14NC C ~ V
Art W. M. Wheeler
"66 F 3Ga
Inf S. A. Withers
"
S. A. West
" K 56Ga Inf
" J. B. Watts
Sgt B 6Ga
Cav
Cav R. M. Ward
Pri G 18Ga Inf
Inf L. H. Wheeler
"
H. C. Weaver
" D 44%
" W. D. Winston
" A 4A1 Oav
" G.W.Wi,mpee
"
G 1Ga
" C. C. Wheeler
Inf F'. M. Young
Ogt H 23,Ga Inf

Pri

"

Lt
Pri
Cpt

Sgt
Pri

F
H
C
B
G

34Ga
4Gia

60Ga
21Ga
llGa
I? 4Ga
E 39Ga
K 39Ga
E 39Ga
C 60Ga
K 60Ga
C 60Ga

bb

The following roster of names of Confederate veterans with other
data attached is taken from the Pension. Rolls in the Ordinary's office:
(Note: These old Pension Rolls are greatly worn and are rapidly
falling to pieces. Unless something is done to preserve them, they will
soon be gone. It is suggested that the county, or more properly, perhaps, some patriotic organization take the matter in hand and see that
they are carefully preserved. With what devotion we examine and care
for records of Revolutionary soldiers, and who knows but that our posterity will feel similarly about the records of Confederate soldiers. It is
only a matter of sentiment, but one that greatly appeals to our patriotism.)
Co.

John Agnew
A. A. Bearden
James Burke
Jeremiah Burns
J. D. Catlett
J. B. Day
Robert Daugherty
A. P. Ellison
Samuel Ezell
Wm. Faullkner
IV. B. Foster
FV. A. Foster
J. B. Rill
C. R. Hood
G. W. Innman

Peter Jones
Lewis Jones
R. R. Johnson
D. C. Jackson
*I.N. King
W. R. Lindsay
J. A. I n a l l e n

B
D
B
H

G

C
K
F
B
G
H

Cause folr Pen.
Leg Disabled

Lost Eye

Arm Disabled

Disabled
Left Arm
Disabled
Arm
Lost Arm
Body Injury
Lost Leg
Lost Eye

Foot
Lost
Arm
Lost

Lost Leg
Invalid
Lost A m
Bo.dy-Arm Inj.
Wounded

Lost Hand
Lost Both Eyes
Lost 2 Toes

Wounds
Lost Right Arm
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J. L. Neal
W. S. Owings
b1. G. O'Bryant
G. W. Patterson
J. A. Park, Sr.
J. L. Perryman
C. W. Richster
J. A. Smith
G. W. Smith
D. H. Styles
A. F. Shaw

I?

D
D
I
K
E

Arm Disabled
Body Wound
Leg Dimbled
Lost Eye
Leg Disabled
Lost Eye

G
A
D
B
K

S. Veaarble
H. C. Weaver
Jesse Williams

a.

Lost Arm
Lost Toe

I?

Wm.M.Underwood

N.

Left Arm Dis.
Leg Wound
Fwt-Leg Wound
Body Woun,d
Lost Hand
Lost k g
Arm Disabled
Hand Disabled

B
E
F
I

Napier

\

Naw
J. J. Adcock
E. Q. Atkins
Francis Bean
M. V. Burns
C. W. Brooks
J. Burrows
J. M. Bird
W. H. Ruchannon
'Ehos. M. Blair
Wm. F. Brown
J. B. Childs
0. W. Couch
W. F. Cromer
Reuben Couch
H. L. Camibron
V. T. Cameron
Daniel Cagle
Wm. Denton
H. A. Dorsey
H. S. Davis

J. 0.Dyer
R. P. Daniel
B. F. Ellsberry
S. & Frazier
W. A. Goza
G. W. Gentry
Alonw Hamilton
G. M. Higgins
Wesley Hobbs
D. Hamilton
J. ]El. Howell
Henry Hood
B. J. Huggins
Jack Harris
J. M. Ivey
W. H. Jackson
J.
Jon=

a.

Co.
H
B
H
G
C
D

E
B
E
H
I
H
I
A
F
B
I<
D

i

Enlisted
1861
1862
1861

Cause of Pm.
Age, Inf., Pov.

Indigent
Id., Pov.
Inf., Pov.
Age-Inf .-POV.
Age-Inf .-Pov.
Inf .-Pov.
Indigent
Age-Pov.
Age-Pov.
Age-POV.
A.~*POV,
Body Inj.
Age-Pov.
Age, POV.
Inf., Pov.
Indigent
Inf .-Pov.
Age, Inf., Pov.
Agee-Pov.
Age-Pov.-In f.

Age-Pox-Inf.
AgePov.
Pov.-Inf.
Age-Pov.-In f
Age-Pox-Inf.
Indigent
Age-P ov.
1ni.-Pov.
AgePov.
Inf .-Pov.

IC
I
B
C
C
K
H
E
E
G

.

I?
G
B
A
C
JT

I

Infirmity
Pov.
Inf .-Pov.
Age-Inf .-Pox
Age-Inf .-Pov.
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Name
W. H. Johnson
J. Robert Jones
J. N. King
Joel M. Knight
Wm. Lazenby
A. Lit tlejohn
John T.Lockwood
T. J. Manly
W. M. McGregor
T. J. Moreland
J. S. Murphy
H. G. Moore
P. F. Miller
Henry Moreland
John McClaim
A. H. Peppers
Thomas Pilcher
Newton Powell
W. M. Potts
D. A. Rice
V. M. Reed
Wm. Riley
R. M. Smith
W. M. Strickland
J. W. Stansell
B. M. Tate
W. P. Tate
Van Tate
J. M. Travillian
Thos. L. Tapp
J. W. Thompson
J. 0.Varner
W iley Wall
G. W. Wimpee
P. G . White
W. D. Winston
B. I?. Wells
'I!.
J. Willis
J. F. Wardlaw

E
H

Regrr&t.
1Ga
18Ga
26Ga
8Ga
60Ga
3Ga
lOGa
2SC
19Ga

C
G
H

8Ga
9Ga
Vol

Co.
G
G
B
C
I
H
A

H
2Ga
23Ga
SGa
24Ga
Bat
23Ga
1Ga
lCon
Cav
23Ga
39Ga
4Ga
23Ga
lTen
16Ga
23Ga
19Ala
12Ga
1Ga
1Ga
4Ala

3Wa
39Ga
60Gt-i

Died

Age-Inf .-Pov.
In digent
Ag+InF.-Pov.
AgeInf .-Pov.
Age-Inf .-Yov.
Age-Inf .-Pov.
Age-POP.-Bld.
Age-Pov.
Breast Corn.

IS%
1865
1865
1865
1865

Inf .-Pov.
AgeYov.
Indigent
Indigent
Indigent
Age-Pov.

1865

AgePov.

1865

1865

Age1nf.-Pov.
Inf.-POP.
Age-Inf .-Pov.
Age-Xn;P.-Pov.
Int.
Age-Inf .-Pov.
Age-Pov.-Blind
Age-POT.-Inf.
A.gePov.-Inf.
Age-Pov.
AgePov.
&e-Pov.
Pov.-Inf.
Pov.-Inf.
Age-Pov.-Inf.
Age-Inf .-Pov.
AgePov.
Age-Pov.
Indigent
Indigent

APPROVEDPENSION
ROLL (Under Acts of 1910).
Xame

T. B. Arn01~d

Co.
K
H
E
H
E
C
D

A. Arnold*
J. W. Bolt
A. M. Borders
H. W. Boss
M. D. Bryan
C. C. Bryan
F. L. Bell
F
J. T. Ohah
E
E. C. Cordell
C
Andrew H. Coulter H
.4. J. Caldwell
C
E. L. Gullberson* I

Regt.
4Ga

23Ga
GSCav
24Ga
39Ga
1Ga
9Ga

Died

Nan1 e
Co.
B
Wade Kirklin
W. B. Morrow
C
I3
J. H. Miller
W. W. S. Myers*
I<
Robert Martin
C
L. M. Mcmorter A 4
W. S. Nelson
F
T. P. Noman
c
Lowery Partain
c
David Payne
C
.J. M. Raper
F
,J. D. Strange
E
3. T. Suttle*
E

Regt.
35Ga
33Ala
39Ga
4Ga
1Ga
35Ga
lOGa
40Ga
33Ala

3Con
8Ga
39Ga
1Ga

Died
1917
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J. M. Clarkson
W. M. Dyer
.I. J. Dyer
J. B. Day
.J. A. Eaton
T. 31. Hensley
Wm. A. Hartswell
T. H. Helton
J. B. Henderson*
J. M. Jackson
W. P. Jackson
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E

1924
C
C
C
G
G
K
D
G

1924
1920
1931
Age
1931
1020

N. D. Smith
El. N. Wagnon
J. B. Watts
J. El. White
A. D. Wilson*
G. H. Wesbbrooks
IV. A. Weaver
J.H.Webb
IV. F. M. Wall*
J. A. F. Williams*

E
"Service
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Erected 1909 By the Chickamauga Chapter of the United Daughters
of the Confederacy,
To the Confederate Soldiers of Walker County.

"It is a Duty W e Owe t o Posterity, t o See that Our Children Shall
Know the Virtues and Become Worthy of Their Sires."

"TO OUR CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS."
"Centuries on Centuries Shall G o Circling Byl But They Are Not Dead,
Their Memories Can Never Die."
"To those who were and t o those that are."
"Many of whom gave all, and all of whom gave much."

(Inscriptions on the Confederate Monument i n the LaFayet te
City Park.)
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UNVEILING
THE CONFEDERATEMONUMENT
AT LAFAYETTE.
"The 27th of April, 1909, was an eventful and happy day t o the Confederate women of LaFayette. Despite the drizzling rain throughout the
morning, that interfered with the memorial day plans, three thousand
people gathered to witness the unveiling of the monument and give proof
of their love for the soldiers who wore the gray. Work was suspended
in the stores, offices, shops and factories and the trains brought in many
veterans and visitors. The platform, the court house, all of the business
houses and from the humblest cart to the handsomest automobile were
resplendent with Confederate flags and bunting. Many private residences were decorated in honor of the occasion. The address of Col.
George M. Napier, of Monroe, was a beautiful and inspiring oratron. Col.
Napier paid a beautiful tribute to the Confederate soldiers; he said,
'That there was no counterpart in history of the constancy and devotion,
genuine chivalric sentiment and unflinching courage exhibited by him
in war, and the still prouder record of the trying days of reconstruction.'
"After the address, Mrs. Margaret Moore Patton, President of the
U. D. C. local chapter, presented the monument to the veterans of the
county. In the name of Camp Chickamauga Veterans, the Honorable
B. F. Thurman accepted the splendid gift; after which four children, viz.,
Helen Bale, Margaret Patton, Robert Steele and Robert Glenn, pulled the
cords that unveiled the monument revealing the statue of pure Carrara
marble, amid the cheering of the crowd."

(Greeting "To the Confederate Statue on Court House Square, Charlottesville, Va.," composed by Mr. W. Sam Burnley, was read by the
author a t the unveiling in May, 1909).

It is pleasing to see you, brave comrade, up there,
Picketed here on the old Courthouse Square.
Your companions here gathered in the dark days of yore
And nobly went forth to fight and e n d u r e
Went forth for the State Rights, went forth for the South,
And undaunted they charged to the cannon's grim mouth.
Yes, when we weigh and consider, we must all declare
'Twas proper to place you on the old Courthouse Square,
For 'twas here that you came at war's first alarms;
You volunteered here a t the first call to arms.
Here shall you stand while the years wing their flight,
The Defender of Home and the Champion of Right.
When the rumors of trouble came borne on each breeze,
Here met the fathers, here under the treea.
They met here to ponder, to counsel, debate,
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O'er the God-given rights that belong t o each State;
And 'twas human, 'twas righteous, that anger arose
When our rights were invaded by merciless foes.
You were fashioned by Yankees (thrice happy the thought) ;
They clothed you in bronze, and well have they wroughtIn the dread days of conflict you taught them to "feel"
By daring and doing and the thrust of your steel.
Though fashioned by Yankees, the work was well done;
You inspired the chosen by the glories you won.
Your designer, God bless him, it behoves us to say,
Loves and reveres the old soldier in gray;
For his father was one, old comrade like you,
Who fought for the cause so noble and true,
And for you and for him we exultingly raise
Our voices reverberant in sounding your praise.

And do you know it, old fellow, your presence up there
Is due to our women so brave and so fair?
Though human, they seem to u s beings supernal;
Their infinite love makes remembrance eternalThose creatures of goodness, those angels of light,
Who nursed you in sickness, who nerved you in fight.

A health to you, comrade, a wreath to your brow;
You stood by us then, well stand by you now.
Your cause will aye live in song and in story,
Sublime in its sadness, immortal in glory.

The Revolutionary War occupied a space of seven years, or from 1776
to 1783. Exactly 50 years after peace was declared Walker county was
erected. Most of the soldiers who took part in that famous conflict had
passed away before the county had its birth. Hence it happens that very
few of the old soldiers ever lived in the county.
The important action of Colonel Montgomery and Colonel Evans
against the Chickamauga Indians on the Chickamauga Creek, as discussed elsewhere, was partly in the county, so that although there were
few of the old soldiers who ever lived in the county, it is rich in Revolutionary history. There can be small doubt that all that little army of
LOO0 patriots fought within the boundary of our county and bivouaced
therein. The battle of King's Mountain went down in history as one
of the great and decisive battles of that famous struggle, and justly so.
The battle with the Chickamaugas should be classed second only to that
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of King's Mountain, because of its far-reaching results, or other possible
contingencies.
So f a r as this chronicler has been able to ascertain the following
Revolutionary soldiers once lived in Walker county : William Fariss,
buried at LaFayette; William White, buried at the White cemetery;
Robert Story was living in the county in 1840; Isaac B. Nichols, an indigent revolutionary soldier, was living in the county in 1849; Edward
Jackson, a Revolutionary soldier, died in 1845 near Waterville and was
buried near Trion, Ga.; Samuel Careathers, soldier of the Revolution.
spent his last days in Walker county; David Heffner, said to be a revolutionary soldier, died in East Armuchee Valley at the age of 113.
SOLDIERS
OF 1812. Robert Anderson, buried at the Anderson family
plot in the Cove; George W. Reed, buried a t Thurman grave yard in the
Cove; Wm. Davis, and Robert Shields, buried at Peavine. There are
probably others.
INDIAN WAR. William P. Hixon, Capt. Rabun's Co., Ga. Mil., Creek
War.

DAUGHTERS
OF

THE

AMERICANREVOLUTION.

The William Marsh Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution,
was organized on April 12, 1911, at the home of Mrs. J. F. Wardlaw, who
had been appointed Regent by the National Society, and the name William Marsh was chosen for the Chapter. The charter members, all of
whom had been favorably passed on by the National Board, were as follows :
Mesdames J. F. Wardlaw, J. El. Patton, N. C. Napier, John W. Bale,
D. W. Stiles, Clara Warthen Glenn, Mary March Sparks, Eddie Warthen
Enloe, I. H. Holleman, P. D. Wright, John Cleghorn; Misses Mamie and
Sara Hackney, Louise Shouford, and Nannie Warthen.
Since its organization the Chapter has been active in educational,
patriotic and civic work. A rest room was maintained for a number of
years near the center of the city, which was a boon and great convenience
to strangers visiting or passing through the city, a s well as to home
people. In 1924 the D. A. R. Chapter co-operated with the Chickamauga
Chapter, U. D. C., and LaFayette Women's Club in repairing the old
brick academy, which had been given to these organizations and which
was converted into a club room. A marker was placed a t Fort Cummings
in 1915, and one a t the John Ross home a t Rossville, in 1922. The Chapter owns a valuable lot in the best business section of LaFayette.
The following are the names of the Regents of the Chapter since its
organization: Mrs. J. F. Wardlaw, Miss Sara Hackney, Mrs. P. D.
Wright, Mrs. J. E. Patten, Mrs. A. R. Fortune, Mrs. W. A. Enloe, Mrs.
I. H. Holleman, and Mrs. Tom W. Lee.
The present officers are: Regent, Mrs. Tom W. Lee; Vice-Regent,
Miss Sara Hackney; Recording Secretary, Mrs. R. S. Wheeler; Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Massey ; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Clarintine Knox ;
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Historian, Mrs. D. W. Stiles; Registrar, Mrs. I. H. Holleman; Chaplain,
Mrs. Caroline Arnold; Press Reporter, Miss Nannie Warthen.

On April 26, 1900, the ladies of LaFayette organized a Chapter of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy. There were twenty-three
ladies in the organization and much enthusiasm prevailed for a time,
but gradually the interest lagged and the Chapter was disbanded for two
years. In August, 1906, it was reorganized with the following members:

JOHN B. GORDON HALL
where the General attended school as a lad. This hall is now khe prized
property of the D. A. R. and U. D. C. organizaltions of LaFa~atte.
It is one of the historic places of the city.

Mrs. Isabelle Hix Arnold, Mrs. Adele Latimer Bale, Mrs. Armuchee Rosser Deck, Mrs. Eddie Warthen Enloe, Mrs. Lizzie Steele Fortune, Mrs.
Clara Warthen Glenn, Mrs. Eula Fortune Hunt, Mrs. Mary Marsh Rackney, Miss Sara Hackney, Miss Mamie Hackney, Mrs. Susie Holland
Herndon, Mrs. A,ddie Hackney Myers, Mrs. Margaret Moore Patton, Miss
Emma'Pickle, Mrs. Nannie Pursley, Mrs. Mary Warthen Sparks, Mrs.
Jewel 'Foster Stewart, Miss Jennie Lorain Swan, Miss Nannie Warthen,
Mrs. Endora Alexander Wright, Mrs. Belle Steele Jackson, Mrs. Laura
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Anderson Jackson. Since the organization many other members have
been added to the roll.
With this increased memtbership new energy and fresh zeal were
aroused and the membership vied with each other in making many records
and improvements of a historical nature. In January, 1907, the order
was given for !the monument that adorns the public square, and is a
pride and joy to every daughter's heart. This beautiful monument of
pure Carara marble was unveiled on the 27th of April, 1909. Its cost
was $1,633.00.
In 1924 the U. D. C. co-operated with William Marsh Chapter D. A. R.
and the LaFayette Woman's Club in repairing the old brick academy,
which had been given 40 these organizations, and which was named John
B. Gordon Hall. It is a meeting place for the Chapter. The Chapter
has ever been busy in educational, historic and patriotic work and in
caring for the veterans of the sixties.
The present officers are: President, Mrs.J. L. Hammond; Vice-President, Mrs. E. P. Hall, Jr.; Recording Secretary, Miss Mamie Hackney;
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. W. A. Wardlaw; Treasurer, Mrs. M. C.
Ballard; Registrar, Mrs. 0.W. Bledsoe; Historian, Miss Sara Hackney;
Press Reporter, Mrs. J. L. Rowland.
The following are the names of the presidents since the organization:
Mrs. P. D. Fortune, Mrs. J. E. Patton, Mrs. John W. Bale, Mm. E. A.
Jackson, Mrs. D. W. Stiles, Mrs. J. A. Shaw, Mrs. W. H. F. Rhyne, Mrs.
A. R. Fortune, Mrs. I. H. Holleman, Mrs. R. S. Steele, Mrs. J. L. Hammond, Mrs. E.A. Leonard, Mrs. J. L. Hammond.

Chapter Twenty-four
SCHOOLS.

P

OOR SCHOOL FUND. Recognizing in the interest of its own se-

curity and safety, the necessity of an enlightened franchise, the
state of Georgia, early in its existence, laid plans for the education
of'the masses of the people. There was'more anxiety about the vote of the
illiterate than of those enlightened. This is true among all nations and
peoples. A government to be stable must be composed of, and supported
by an educated, enlightened and prosperous people.
As an example of this it is only necessary to mention our own nation.
The large majority of our people are educated. Provision was wisely
made by the founders of the government for schools. Every state saw
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this vital necessity and made plans for its operation. In consequence of
this ours is perhaps the most stable government on the earth to-day. We
have no periodic convulsions and revolutions such as are common to the
8011th of us where the franchise is largely uneducated. Our government
is responsive to the wish of the people expressed a t the polls. No presidential administration has had the hardihood to undertake, by force, to
perpetuate itself in office as is sometimes done by some of the LatinAmerican rulers. All this is largely attributable to public sentiment and
the enlightenment of our educated citizenship. Great Britain is another
example of a nation noted for its stability because of the education of
the masses. Many other European nations may also be put in this class.
On the other hand many weak nations may be cited a s examples of
unstability because of the uneducated condition prevailing among the
people. Mexico, our nearest neighbor to the south, is one such. I have
not the figures a t hand but a very large percentum of the people of that
country are illiterate, perhaps a majority. Being uneducated and ignorant they are susceptible to any false reasoning and may be swayed at
the will and pleasure of any scheming demagogue who is anxious to
become president of the republic. This is true of many other nations
of Central and South America. Same European nations, also, are weak
because of the illiterate condition of the masses,-nations like Spain and
m e others. The most out-standing example of this is the great Chinese
nation. Here the people are illiterate to the extreme. Very few, comparatively, are able to read and write the language. From time immemorial they have merely existed, living in squalor and ignorance with
no adherence, no vision, no hope, China with perhaps a quarter of the
inhabitants of the globe, lies like a vast beast shorn of its power, bound
by iron bands, unable to rise in her might and assert her strength and all
because of her ignorance.
From the founding of the Colony by Oglethorpe in 1733 it was the
custom of those able to do so to educate their children at home and when
they had reached the proper age they were sent to some of the old established institutions of learning in other colonies, or, perhaps as often,
writ abroad to finish their education. This custom continued till long
after the revolution. The founders of the commonwealth were not especially concerned about this class of citizens because they were able to take
care of themselves, so to speak. But there was another class that caused
much anxiety. This was the poor people who were not able t o have their
children educated, and perhaps did not realize the importance of an education. Knowing the great danger attached to the suffrage of the illiterate, the builders of the commonwealth laid plans for the education of
the poor children. This plan found its expression in what was called
Poor Schools.
Provision was made for the operation of poor schools in Walker a s
in all other counties. These schools were just what the name implies.
They were for children whose parents were unable to employ a teacher to
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instruct them, and who, otherwise, would grow up as illiterates, and
thus become, possibly, a menace to society and free government. The
children of well-to-do people of the county were not supposed to attend
these poor schools. They attended other schools where the teacher was
paid a salary by their parents. These poor schools were not popular because of the name a s well as for other reasons. Only the weakest teachers could be secured for them and these were very poorly paid. These
teachers were required to make an annual report during the month of
December after which they were paid their meager salary for the year,
as soon as the funds were available. I am not informed as t o when the
poor schools were abandoned, but i t was probably soon after the Civil
war. The schools of Walker county, then, f*orprobably a half-century
were operated under the head of Poor Schools. Little record of the operation of these schools is extant to-day. All records were destroyed in
the burning of the Court House. The names of some of the teachers
who taught these schools are given further in this discussion.
The original document from which the following is taken is on file
in the office of the Secretary of State in Atlanta:
Poor School Fund 1841:
Received from Executive Department -------..--$398.20
From S. Marsh, former Senator ---.-------------------40.00
$438.20
Disbursements :
Paid accounts of teachers of Poor Schools for
1837, 1838, 1839 and 1840 ..---..-----...--------------$416.29
Commissions returned for distributing -------.---21.91

(Signed)

$438.20
R. M. A Y C O CSee.-Tr.
~,

It is seen from the above that the poor school fund for the four years
mentioned was $104.07 for each year to be used in paying teachers. Remember, too, that our county a t that-time was perhaps a third larger than
a t present.
An original school report on file in the State Department gives the
number of school children in the county as 857 for the year 1847. This
report is signed'by three justices of the Inferior Court, viz.: Daniel Gartman, John Catlett, A. L. Barry. Another report (1861) gives the number of school children in the county as 2343, showing how fast the county
was being populated a t that time.
Still another old report on file says the Ordinary was ordered by the
Inferior Court in 1859 to lay off the county into school districts and t o
call an election in each district for the purpose of electing school trustees.
This was done under a state law governing this proceeding. It appears,
therefore, that school trustees as pertains to our county, as well as school

www.gagenweb.org

E-copyright 2005 - all rights reserved.

districts date from 1859. There seems to have been no county school commissioner a t that time.
OTHERSCHOOLS. In addition to Poor Schools the state also encouraged to some extent academic education or high schools. Almost every
county in the state had an academy supported partly by the state. Two
such schools were located at LaFayette, one for ibys and one for girls.
The Legislature of 1835 appropriated $815 for the building of an academy for Walker county. This was built a t LaFayette. The school for
boys was later operated in the old brick academy later known a s the
John B. Gordon Hall, from the fact of General Gordon attending school
there some years prior to the Civil war.
'he following i s one among the oldest official documents the author
has been fortunate enough to bring to light. This was discovered in the
office of the Secretary of State:
"To His Excellency, The Governor:
'The annexed is a correct report of Pleasant Green Academy for the
year 1837:
Spelling and Reading ------....-.--.--.-.-------...-.-...--.--.--.-..---------19
Gram., Geo., Philosophy -.....-.....-----..--.--------.------------------..
.-18
Ancient Languages
----------------.-----------------.-6
-_-----.----

43

(Signed)

James Gambel, Rector.

"This Academy was incorporated 1836. This is our first report. The
school has been in existence since May 1836. No funds have as yet been
received. There is another Academy in this county, the trustees of
which received the special appropriation made to the new counties.
John T. Story
John Lamar
Robert McCaw
Robert Bayle
"This is a duplicate of a report to the Governor and to the Senatus
Academicus a t the sessions of the year 1837.
"Aug. 10, 1938."
The Female Academy stood near the present high school building and
was destroyed by Federal soldiers during the war. We sometimes think
of our ancestors a s infallible. We rather take a pride in so considering
them. And taken altogether, they probably come nearer t o infallibility
than many of their descendants-we for instance. But according to our
modern way of thinking the idea of educating the sexes in separate
schools is erroneous. Why two school houses and two faculties when
one of each may serve the same purpose? Aside from this pecuniary
advantage i t is considered highly proper in our day for the sexes to attend school together, as tending to promote respect, manners and civility
among all parties.
(Signed)
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For perhaps a score of years before the war LaFayette boasted one
of the best schools in all Northwest Georgia. Happily the town was able
to attract some of the best teachers of that day. The Rev. Mr. Gamble,
a Presbyterian minister, a t one time, and a t another the Baker Brothers
J o h n W. and Richard-also Presbyterian ministers, had charge of the
educational interests of the town. Also, Rev. Mr. Seals, who later became a Methodist minister, was for a time in charge of the schm's of
the town. All these teachers and others gave their best service to the
training of the youth of that day. Many young men and women from
different parts of the county as well as from other counties were attracted to LaFayette because of superior educational opportunities. Thus i t
was that John B. Gordon, who afterward earned a national reputation,
and whose home was then a t Gordon Springs, Walker county, now Whitfield county, was drawn to the town to attend the schools taught by these
grand old master teachers. Many of the older citizens of the town, now
octogenarians, are wont, even yet, when in reminiscent mood, to refer to
the days when LaFayette enjoyed the reputation of being the seat of
learning of all Northwest Georgia. White's Historical Collections, published in 1853, refers to the fact that good schools were maintained and
supported at LaFayette. Others of the old histories make mention of
the educational advantages to be had a t that place.
In addition to these two branches of education-the poor schools and
academic-the state also fostered higher education. The University of
Georgia drew its patronage from all parts of the state, as well a s from
other states, and Walker county was represented there in those early
times
such men as John Puryear who graduated from that institution
in 1841, and at the time of his death was the oldest living member of the
alumni. Later Captain John Y. Wood received his degree at that seat of
learning, returning to his native county where he was teaching when the
war opened and in which he promptly enlisted.
'he earliest school records of Walker county are those on file in the
office of the State School Superintendent, and I am indebted to County
School Commissioner Love for his assistance in securing these records.
In the report of State School Commissioner J. R. Lewis, for 1871, the
following data is given for Walker county:
No. Sub-dipst. 13; No. Sch. Houses : 'ah. 34, Col. 3.
No. mixed ungraded sch : Wh. 31, Col. 4, Tot. 35.
Aver. No. das. sch. was operated : Wh. 17, Col. 15.
No. Teachers white sch: Male 25, Female 6, Tot. 31.
No. Teachers col. sch: M. Wh. 1, Col. 2, Tot. 3.
Fern. Wh. 0, Col. 1. Total, M. 3, Fern. 1, Tot. 4.
Av. No. mos. taught by Males: 7/8, Fern. 3/4.
Av. 1 . per mo. Males, Wh. $39.25, Col. $33.33.
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Av. sal. per mo. Fern. Wh. $35.83, Col. $33.57.
8

No chdn. 6 to 21: M. Wh. 1412, Col. 252, Tot. 1664.
Fern. Wh. 1357, Co1. 228, Tot. 1585.
Total Males, 1664, Females 1585, Grand Tot. 3249.
Wqholenumber pupils in all cammun schools.
M. Wh. 689, Col. 77, Tot. 763. Fern. Wh. 669, Col. 76, Tot. 745.
Total male 763,, Total Fern. 745, Grand Tot. 1508.
Av.
Av.
Av.
No.

atten. M. Wh. 586, Col. 60, Tot. 646.
atten. Fern. Wh. 518, Col. 68, Tot. 586. Gr. Tot. 1232.
age, Wh. 14, Col. 14.
over 16 yrs. : Wh. 365, Col. 16. Tot. 381.

Subjects taught:
No. in Alphabet: Wh. 365, Col. 15, Tot. 381.
No. in Spelling: Wh. 809, Col. 91, Tot. 900.
No. in Reading: Wh. 626, Col. 45, Tot. 671.
No. in Writing: Wh. 614, Col. 39, Tot. 653.
No. Written Arith: Wh. 193, Col. 15, Tot. 208.
No. Mental Arith: Wh. 506, Col. 10, Tot. 516.
No. in Geography: Wh.289, Col. 3, Tot. 292.
No. in Eng. Grammar: Wh. 421, Col. 8, Tot. 429.
No. in Higher Branches: Wh. 98, Col. 0, Tot. 98.
Private Schools.
No. Priv. sch., Wh.19, Col. 0, Tot. 19.
No. Priv. sch. teachers, Wh. M. 16, Fern. 3, Tot. 19.
No. Pupils in Priv. sch.: M. 395, Fern. 423, Tot.818.
Av. months private schools in session, 5.
Av. cost of tuition per month in priv. sch. $1.33.
Official Duties of C. S. Commissioner:
(a) E-xamination of teachers :
Applicants, M. 31, Fern. 7, Tot. 38, Rejected 2.
(b) School Visitation :
No. visited, 1. No. visited more than once, 1.
No. not visited 25. No. hrs. spent in each, 1.
(c) Certification of teachers :
1 year, 16. 2 yrs. 9. 3 yrs. 11. Tot. 36.
No.
days in official service:
(d)
In visitation, 1. In examination 3..
In Institute work 0. In office work 5.
In other duties 13. Total 21.
Summary: 37 school houses. Average number days taught 17. 1
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white teacher in colored school. More male than female teachers. Salaries $39.25. Number of children from 6 to 21 in the county, white and
colored, 3249. Average age of pupils 14. Number over 16, 381. Subjects taught in school : Alphabet, Spelling, Reading, Writing, Written
Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammar and
Higher Branches. Private schools. Duties of County School Commissioner.
This report exhibits the condition of the schools of the county sixty
years ago. I t shows that the public schools were operated an average of
17 days in the year. I take this to be the old Poor Schools. They are
seen here slowly dying. The private schools for that same year were
operated an average of 100 days. It is interesting too to observe the disparity in the number of male teachers a s compared with the female
teachers a t that time, being 25 to 6. Now the reverse is true, and then
some. Truly we have passed through a period of evolution in school
matters.
Year 1874 : No. Children between 6 and 18:
Wh.1783, Col. 436. Tot. 2219.
Confed. soldiers under 30 yrs. 134.
Total sch. children and soldiers 2353.
Av. No. mos. taught 4%. Branches taught, Elementary.
County's quota (apportionment) was $1830.31.

Report of High Schools:
Name, Lookout Church. Location, High Point.
Principal, J. M. Henry. No. teachers 1.
No. pupils 59. No. months taught 5%.
Grades taught, Elem. Math. Science.
Av. cost tuition per month $1.50.

Summary: Observe that Confederate soldiers under 30 years of age
were used in connection with the number of children as a basis for the
apportionment of state funds for the schools. Also, the material increase
in the length of the school year, being now 90 days. Note, also ,the report of the high school at High Point. This was the only such school
reported to the state school commissioner f o r that year. This was taught,
as may be observed, by the late Josiah M. Henry, of fragrant memory.
Mr. Henry 'as numerous descendants throughout the county who will
be pleased to read their sire's careful report after sleeping for more than
a half century in musty records.
Year 1876: No. schools: Wh. 29, Col. 5. Tot. 34.
Compensation of C. S. Commissioner $212.
Year 1877: No. children, 3176. Confed. soldiers under 30 yrs. 1.
Blind, 4. Over 20 years 6.
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Illiterates: No. between 10 and 18 unable to read:
Wh. 154, Co1. 83. Total 237. Over 18 and unable to read :
Wh. 204, Col. 262. Total 466. Grand total 703.
C. S. Commissioner's compensation $100.00.
Summary: Observe that the blind and illiterates were reported.
Number of illiterates in 1877 was 703. (The number now, census of
1930, white and colored, is 1131).
Year 1882 : Return of school population.
Returns of 1878, 3176, of 1882, 3475. Increase 9%.

No. sch. Wh. 55, Col. 10. Tot. 65. No. pupils 2584.
Av. attend. 1490. Av. cost tuition per mo. $1.00.
Compensation C. S. C. $300.00. Poll tax reed. $1578.63.
Amt. from state, $1865.07. Bal. from 1881 $130.02. Tot. $3573.72.
No. priv. sch. 12. Branches taught: Latin, History.
Year 1883: County's pro-rata, $1929.84.
Private sch. 8. Teachers 8. Length of term 3% mo.
No. pupils, Wh. 259, Col. 31. Tot. 390.

I

Priv. High Schools, 2. Taught 5 and 8 mos.
(a). J. Y. Wood, Prin. St. Mary's Institute.
(b). Walter H. Little, Prin. Sylvan Bower.
Summary: Observe the gradual, if small, increase in state funds for
the schools. Also, the increase in the length of the school term. Notice,
too, reports from two others of the county's famous teachers, viz.: J. Y.
Wood, and "Boog" Little, as he was familiarly known. Although theee
old teachers have passed "over the river," they left their impress for
good in the hearts and lives of many boys and girls, now old men and
women. "Their works dso follow them."
Year 1890: 1 Priv. High School at LaFayette.
Miss Alice Napier, Prin. Pupils 47. Term 10 mos.
Year 1892: Increase in Population, 353-8%.
Illiteracy, Wh. 19%. Col. 20%.
Year 1895: No. sch.: Wh. 60, Col. 8. T-ot. 68.
No. teachers, Wh. 62, Col. 8. Tot. 70.
No. with 1st gr. L. 23, 2nd gr. 20, 3rd gr. 27.
Monthly sal. 1st gr. 30. 2nd gr. $20. 3rd gr. $18.
'
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No. visits made by C. S. C. during the year 6.
School days 100. Salary C. S. C. $474.
Receipts $8825.14. Paid out $8820.35.
Year 1897: No. sch. Wh. 62, Col. 10. Tot. 72.
No. private schools in county 0.
No. teachers 61. No. normal trained 2.
No. Children 3013.
Year 1900: No. sch. : Wh. 50, Col. 11. Tot. 61.
No. teachers, W1h.72, Col. 11. Tot. 83. No. Normal tr. 4.
Enrollment, Wh. 2930, Col. 690. Tot. 3620.
Av. daily atten. Wh. 1880, Col. 1407. Tot. 2287.
Term 5 mo. Salary C. S. C. $492.75.
Teachers' Inst. held by T. J. Woofter.
Private High Schools :
(a) LaFayette, C. C. Childs, 9 mos. 136 pupils.
(b) Trans, W. J. Moore, 8 mos. 104 pupils.
(c) Eagle Cliff, C. K. Henderson, 8 mos. 90 pupils.
Year 1905: No. Nor. trained teachers, Wh. 15, Col. 4.
Av. sal. 1st gr. $40, 2nd gr. $28, 3rd gr. $22.
No. sch. Wh. 53, Col. 13. Toto 66. Enrollment, Wh. 3187,
Col. 665. Tot. 3852. Attend. Wh. 2225, Col. 310. Tot. 2535.
Length of term 100 days. Visits by C. S. C. 80.
No. priv. sch. 10. Local Syetems 3.
Sub. taught : Reading, Writing, Eng. Grammar, Geography,
Arithmetic, History, Physiology, Agriculture, Civil Government.
Institute a t LaFayette June 3-7, conducted by Thomas L. Bryan.
Year 1906 : School fund $11286.33.
Review of School Work: "The year 1906 was one of the most prosperous school years we have ever had. The enrollment and attendance
was better than we ever had before, more interest taken by pupils and
patrons generally. 55 white s c h ~ l s 13
, colored. We have 14 long term
schools running from 7 to 9 months. 69 white teachers and 13 colored
Five of the long term schools have special charters, two have local tax
under the MeMichael law and two high schools in the county. About
$4500.00 was raised by tax and otherwise to supplement the long term
schmls.
"We are well supplied with teachers; have more teachers than
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schools. Three new buildings in 1906. Held monthly teachers' meetings a portion of the year."
Year 1910: Illiteracy: Wh. 254.
No. sch. receiving Municipal Tax 6.
No. rural schools receiving Local Tax 6.
No. teachers 98. Normal teachers 37.
No. 1st gr. L. 52, 2nd gr. 21, 3rd gr. 12.
Enrollment 4229. Av. daily attend. 2475. Term 121 das.
8th gr. pupils 123, 9th, 6.
No. schools giving high school courses 19.

Received from State ..----.-------------------.-------------------.:-- $15,978.50
From Local Tax --.-----.-.---.-.-.---------..--.---.---..-.-...----.----7,253.00
From Tuition ...-------...-..--------------------.--------------.----.-------..
.1,405.00
From Incidentals .---..----.----..--.
...----.----..-..----.---.--------------1,131.00

.

Grand Total

--.,-...-------------.-----.-----------------

$26,119.20

Av. sal. pd. M. Wh. $53.75. Col. $34.00.
Av. sal. pd. Fern. Wh. $36.64. Col. $23.00.
High Schools :
LaFayette
Chickamauga
Kensington
Warren
Pond Spring
Rossville
Flintstone
Linwood
Shady Grove
Fairview

No. schools, W. 51; C. 10; Tot. 61. No. Teachers, W. 136; C. 15; Tot.
151. No. consolidated schools operating as such, 4, viz., Cedar Grove,
Rossville, West Armuchee and Chattanooga Valley. Two other districts
have consolidated but a s yet have not erected a building as such-Rock
Spring and Lookout Mountain. The following high schools are doing excellent work, the first four being accredited: LaFayette, Chickamauga,
Rossville, Chattanooga Valley, Cedar Grove and West Armuchee. Eight
trucks are used in the transportation of pupils t o school. No. children
transported 615.
No. school children in the county, W. 6316; C. 712; Tot. 7028. No.
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Local Tax districts 21. State funds received $35,000. Local Tax funds,
county wide $29,000. Equalization fund (gas tax) $12,000. Total
$76,000.00. This does not include funds received from district local tax,
tuition and incidentals, which if included would augment the total considerably, approaching, likely, $90,000.00 per annum.
According to latest report there are 28 children in the county over
10 years of age who cannot read and write, 5 blind, 6 deaf and dumb, 9
crippled and 15 feeble minded.
Salaries of teachers range from $50 to $250 per month, depending on
ability, preparation, grade of license and enrollment. County School
Superintendent's salary $2,400.00 per annum.

Chapter Twenty-five

ANY writers have undertaken to describe what is often, by common consent, called the "Old Field School." It is supposed to
have been so-called from the fact, probably, that the log house
in which the school was kept was usually situated in, or near, a field and
usually at a considerable distance from any residence. The house was
built of logs, which were notched down a t the corners. In some, the
cracks between the logs were filled with small poles or pieces of wood, and
were then given a liberal coating o f a kind of mortar made from red clay
and water, being so ingeniously driven in between and among the logs
a s to completely close up all cracks, thus rendering the house comfortable
even in the coldest weather. In others the cracks between the logs were
left open entirely, no effort being made to keep out the cold. Tohew
latter were usually only used for schools in the summer time. At one end
of the house there was an opening left for a fire place which was about
eight feet wide and was likewise built up of logs notched down in a similar manner as the main body of the house. These fire-place logs and the
entire chimney were then completely covered with a heavy thick coating
of mortar and were hammered or beat into or onto the walls to protect
them from fire. Often, this mortar, under the influence of heat would
drop away and expose the logs to the fire. In this way the walls of the
I

'Partly paraphrased from various sources.
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fireplace would often catch on fire and would have to be put out by pouring water on them. The watchful eyes of both teacher and pupils were
necessary to keep the school house from burning down. Always, before
leaving the house for the day the teacher was careful to examine for fire
and give a liberal application of water t o any suspicious coal or spark
that might be left burning.
These great fireplaces, being about eight feet long and three or four
feet deep, when filled with wood were capable of furnishing, even on the
coldest days, sufficient warmth for the comfort of pupils and teacher.
Especially is this true with those houses which had been carefully
"chinked and daubed." There was generally one door to the house. There
were no windows as such; but on either side of the house a log was cut
out for its entire length and underneath this opening was placed a long
shelf held up lby wooden pegs which were placed slantingly into the logs
below. This shelf was used for writing purposes principally. The children were seated on puncheons, that is, on roughly dressed timbers supported by large pegs inserted in auger holes. This completed the furniture. Often there was no floor except the bare earth which was beaten
down and quite hard and smooth, and was, altogether, reasonably comfortable.
The itinerant teacher usually came into the community with his
"Articles of Agreement," which were carefully and pompously worded
and displayed to best advantage, and going the rounds of the community
he had no trouble in securing the signatures of every parent with children of school age. There were few school officials in those days. The
only official was that of County School Commissioner, and his duty consisted, in the main, in dispensing with the small amount of money to the
teacher about once a year. He rarely visited the schools, or had anything
to do or say a s to who the teacher should be.
School hours were long. The school ran almost from sun to sun, that
is from sun up to sun down. The subjects taught were the three R'sreading, riting, and rithmetic, plus s for spelling. Rarely was anything
else taught in the Old Field School. On very rare occasions a class of
two or three pupils might be found studying grammar or geography, but
this was not often. Many of these schools were what were called "blab"
schools, that is, the pupils studied aloud. Whether reading, spelling, or
what not, every one talked aloud. Hardly any two pupils were at the
same place or page and all blabbing aloud produced a medley of sounds
resembling that of bumblebees in a barrel. This chronicler, who has been
a teacher for many years, denies the charge of ever having consciously
taught a "blab" school, but he has sometimes been painfully aware of a
feeling that some of his pupils showed evidence of having evoluted from
the pupils of those old "blab" schools.
The old "Blueback" speller was the king of text books in those early
days. It was used not only as a speller, but as a reader as well. Moreover, it gave instruction in many other subjects. It taught writing, some
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arithmetic, :a smattering of grammar and geography, and was full of
philosophy. Although consi,dered out of date in these modern times, it
is certain that Webster's Old Blueback served a very real need when in
its heyday. In it children learned their A B C's; learned t o spell, first
on the book, then by heart; and then learned to read. Many boys and
girls who never went further than Webster's Blueback in school, thus
laid the foundation for a liberal education; and by application and study
later became leaders in church and state. Many of our older citizens
have a peculiar affection, not to say reverence, for the Old Blueback. ,
Another book used in the early days, and one much beloved by all who
have been familiar with it, was McGuffy's readers, especially the Sixth.
Filled with the choicest .of literature, it probably affected the lives of
more .boys and girls for good than any text book ever printed in our country with the possible exception of the Old Blueback. How the boys would
make the welkin ring on Friday afternoons as they recited such grand old
selections as: "The American Flag;" "The Brave Old Oak;" "Lochiel's
Warning ;" "Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers ;" "Bill and Joe ;" "Antony
Over Caesar's Body;" "The Barefoot Boy;" "Lochinvar ;" "The Bridge;"
"A Psalm of Life;" "Battle of Waterloo," and many others.
Then came Davies' arithmetic, or Smiley's arithmetic, or any other
that the pupil happened to have; for there was no special book adopted
and to be used. W*hateverthe pupil happened to have as speller, reader,
or arithmetic was satisfactory. Scarcely any two pupils were on the
same page, unless it were in the spelling lesson, or maybe the reading
lemn. In arithmetic, especially, a dozen or twenty pupils would probably be on as many pages. No effort whatever was made to classify the
pupils in arithmetic.
The larger .boys when studying arithmetic were permitted to leave
the house and go out and sit under the shade of the trees, or in the
grass, and "cipher." Every one had a slate and when he had "worked"
a sum would run in to show it to the teacher. How grand he felt as he
went into the house before all those children and showed his sums to
the teacher-then out again to join his companions under the trees. The
teacher usually allowed his pupils t o go as f a r as the "Rule of Three,"
or possibly to cube root, then they were turned back to review.
In his spelling classes, the old field school teacher not only taught his
pupils to spell and pronounce each syllable separately, but before proceeding further, he must return to the first of the word and pronounce,
in succession, each syllable again, thus: a-m am, i ami, t-y ti, amity;
j-o-1 jol, 1-i li, jolli, t-y ti, jollity; n-u-1, nul, 1-i, li, nulli, t-y ti, nullity; p-u-b
pub, 1-i li, publi, c-a ca, publica, t-i+n shun, publication; i-n in, c-o-m
corn, incom, p-r-e-double-s press, incompress, i incompressi, b-i-1 bil, incompressibil, i incompressibili, t-y ti, incompressibility; v-a-1 val, e vale, t-u
tu, valetu, d-i di, valetudi, n-a na, valetudina, r-i ri, valetudinari, a-n an,
valetudinarian. And so on, ad inwtum. All this would be so amusing
and ridiculous to our modern school methods that it would produce a
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regular horse laugh among the children of our day. And yet, while it was
carried to the extreme, it had an educational value and was one of the
means of producing the excellent spellers for which our grandmothers
were famous.
Every teacher, especially the rural teacher, knows how difficult it is
to keep all the children in school and busy till time to dismiss the school
for the day. Many children after they have recited the last lesson for
the dlay will ask to be allowed to go home before school is dismissed.
They will present a hundred and eight excuses for making the request.
Many of "Ye Olde Teachers" knew how to circumvent this daily disturbance. Every pupil in school-barring possibly the very youngest-were
required to join in the last lesson of the day, which was "Dictionary."
When all other lessons were duly dispatched and when the sun was now
nearly ready to sink below the western horizon the teacher called, "DIctionary Class." Instantly, with much hubbulb and confusion, every pupil
took his place around the walls of the school room, reaching in most
cases around a t least three sides of the room. The teacher, then, with
book in hand began to pronounce the words of a page of "Webster's Dictionary." And since the children of those days were "SPELLERS," it
was rare that a word was misspelled. Having assigned another page for
the next day's lesson, the teacher called, "number;" whereupon the second
in the class began, "One I, one (I), "Two I's, two" (11), aaid the next
pupil, and so on to the foot, sometimes going to XL "forty." The head
pupil was given a "headmark," and went foot the next day. After this
lesson all were dismissed for the day and left for home amid the cool of
the day, happy and contented.
In his search throughout the county for old records and historical
data, the author haa often requested old citizens to give the names of
their teachers, or of the family physician. By this means he has been
enabled to secure the names of most of the old teachers of the county.
The records in the office of the School Superintendent does not include
these old teachers. It is a pleasure to give the following list of names
of old teachers, some of whom taught in the "Old Field Schools."
John Arnold, Henry Abercrombie, Davie P. Allen (1865), John
Agnew, George Anderson, Marian Atwood, Alexander Andrews, Rocky
Brooks, Porter Brinley, Jacob R. Brooks, Hugh Blaylock, Carrie Baker,
Richard Baker (1855), Austin Bradley, John W. Baker (1855), R. W.
Blackwell, Joseph Bradley, J. M. Blackwell (1858), James Ball, Ollie
Catlett, E. I. F. Chaney, Leola Conley, Octavia Conley, Pink Close, Mich
Coulter, W. A. Clements, Billy Cobb, John Cavender (1850), Bill Chambers (1860), E. L. Culberson (1866), Charley Clements (1850), Wm.
Clements, Frank W. Copeland, Jeptha Carter (1840), Samantha Carter
(1858), Billy Clark (1870), Thomas Dickey, Lee H. Dyer, Seab Durham,
George Dodson, Mrs. Sarah Evitt, Mark Edwards, Henry Evans (1851),
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George S. Fulton, J. W. P. Floyd (1850), Henry Ford (1879), Joe Gardner, Rev. James Gambell (1836-40), Wm. Gambell (1841-45), Alex.
Gr,een, Church Goree (1880), Hamp Garmany, Hyram Gill (1867), Jim
Hill, Wm. Hatfield, John Huffman, Mr. Humphrey, Charley Holland
(1848), Hamp Hunt, John Hardy, Mr. Howard (1858), John Hatfield,
Miss Mary Hubbard, Warren Henry, T. R. A. Haslerig, Mr. Herrington,
Josiah Henry, George Head, Susan Harden, J. H. Hardy (1852), Mr.
Huffakre (1855), Fannie Johnston, Matilda Johnston, Samantha Jones,
Casey Jackson, T. W. Jones, G. W. Jones, C. C. Jackson, David P. Jackson,
. Maggie Jennings, Captain J. M. Jackson, Grace Levitt, John Love, Cortes
Lazenvy, Mr. Leet, "Boog" Little, John Lumpkin, M. D. Lansford (1845),
Wm. Lowery, "Shick" Little (1882), John Langston, Steve Morgan, Pete
Murray, Ed Myers, Miss Merrick, Andy Myers, Sam McWhorter, Ira
Moore, Ann Moore, George Mason, Mr. Marooney (1881), Tate Mann
(1883), J. A. Mullis, Sr., Annie Moore, Gus McCutcheon, Prof. McMullen,
Prof Mathews, N. C. Napier, T. C. Napier, Jonathan Owensby (1860),
George Prather, Mary Powell, Mose Par& (1840), Wm. Pursley, Mr.
Perry, Miss Mat Powell (1862), James Park, W. S. Parker, Mrs. Pursley
(1850), Lee Quinn, Rev. J. M. Robertson, Duke Rogers, Alice Rosser,
Fannie Rosser, J. H. Ramey, Sam Rogers, Milton Russell, Jeptha Shaw,
Tom Simmons, Fannie Shankle, D. T. Scoggins, Susan Shields, Wm.
Stephens, Harvey Sprayberry (1851), Tom Seals, Jennie Smith, Arminda
Simmons, Mrs. Stansberry (1879). Dan Stout, Captain J. C. Stokes
(1863), Julius Sprayberry, Andrew Turner, Wesley Thurman (1862),
Mr. Tweedell, Flemming Taylor (1882), Eph Thurman (1880), John Talley, Mr. Valentine, Roxanna Welborn, John Williams, Lucinda Wheeler,
Perry Walls, Captain J. Y. Wood, Rabe Williams.
Many of these teachers, no doubt, were masters of "Ye Olde Field
Schools" and some few, probably, taught in what were called "Blab"

schools.
Below are given names of teachers who took examination during the
year 1911, as gleaned from records in the superintendent's office:
Ex. Jan. 7, 1911: Fannie McWhorter, J. M. Orr, Niel Andrews, Mattie Carroll.
Ex. June 17, 1911: State licenses: Margaret Wheeler, Susie Conley,
W. E. Mitchel, Nida Williams.
First Grade : Ellen Brigrnan, Effie Welchel, Bessie Sigler, Rebecca
Bomar, Tempie Roberts, Mattie Coulter, Mary Loyd, Nora Conley,
Claudie Hall, Lily Morgan. Cora Roberts, Ruth Graham, Willie Freeman,
Ella Arnold,; Jennie Johnson, Mary Deck, Fannie Loughridge, Q. M.
Clemons, Minnie Hammontree, Ludie Haslerig, Udie Lee, Vera Deck Nannie Warrenfels, Annie Johnson, Johnnie L. Saunders, Jessie Hammontree, Lillian Thurman, Gene Boss, J. S. Leamon.
Second Grade: Jessie Stansell, Burton Davis, Eunice White, Mary

.
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White, Jewel Deck, Susie Jones, Mabel Conley, Delia Fisher, Annie
Loughridge, Mae Hale, Elsie Andrews, Myrtle Roberts, Mary Coulter.
Third Grade: Herbert Patterson, Willie M. Powell, John Edge,
Blanche Ghapman, Amanda Bridges, Wilson Keown, Winnie Shankle,
Fred Martin.
Names of other county teachers as shown in school records 25 years
ago: J. J. Sizemore, Sara Steele, Charles Blaylock, Dora Williams, Ethel
Hasty, Clara Srite, Patsy Glenn, Ollie Johnson, Jesse Durham, (Miss)
Lee Thurman, Minnie R. Cooper, Rose Peterson, Emma Story, Gertrude
Saunders, Maude Peterson, Elizabeth Wheeler, Nelly Iley, J. C. Jones,
Wilson Bowman, Jamie Cremer, Ethel Sizemore, Freeman McClure, Dee
Rosser, Vera Meridith, J. B. Davis, Susie Charles, Lola Martin, Odessa
Fox, Mrs. H.J. Spencer, Evelyn Thurman, Pearl Turney, Georgia Boss,
Maggie Wheeler, Lee Abney, Winnie Thurman, Lula Thurman, Lona
Fulmer, Sibyl Deck, Gordon Hill, L. P. Keith, Thomas Bryan, Georgia
Ward, Mrs. J. A. Moore, W. A. J. Burns, Frank Weaver, Pearl Camp, J.
F. Walker, Byrom Glenn, Judson Durham, Luther Sizemore, Mary Moore,
Ola Johnson, Deed Bird, Annie Moore Hammond, Lucile Thurman, Mrs.
L. P. Keith, Jessie Iley, Rachel Lumpkin, Emma Lumpkin, Sallie Shankle,
Beulah Shankle, Grace Mize, Lillie Cook, J. H. Shahan, B. D. Keown, I. S.
Flanagan, Sara Hackney, W. N. Morgan, Z. W. Jones, Glenn Tatum, Wilson Alverson, J. F. Agnew, C. L. Veach, Edith McBroom, Billy Neal, Jessie Wyatt, Fannie Smith, Elizabeth Guille, Clara Hice, Ola Patterson,
Sam Dunn, Benson Langley, Lucien Crowder, Guild McWhorter, Lena
Evitt, Belle Glenn, Lois Martin, Ada Bolt, Gordon Hill, Ray Johnson, L.
V. Swanson, Milner Gray, Leland Rogers, Lois Thurman, Margaret
Myers, Mrs. W. A. J. Burns, Addie Patterson, Gerthy Smith, Ruth Iley,
Ora White, Exa Roper, Fay McWhorter, Jimmie Norton, Odessa Marks,
Delia McClure, Hannah Moreland, Mae Carlock, Mrs. Pearl Hill, Herschel
Powell, Louise Shuford, Annie Keith, Lilla Keith,. Mary Pitman, F l ~ y
Pitman, Minta Shahan, E. G. Carroll, Mrs. E. G. Carroll, W. H.
McDaniel, W. A. Wiley, Frances Smith, Mrs. J. W. Shoemate, J. E. Ashworth, Maude Dodd, Bess G. Evans, Ella Chapman, Ruth Andrews, Edith
Clements, Grace Gilley, Joe Reed, Theressa Williams, Rita Boss, Georgia
Boss, Gladys Carlock, Alma Conley, Sallie Camp, Ima Graham, Lucile
Hall, Susie Hall, Susie Hise, Annie Justice, Virgie Steverson, Ada Belle
Rutledge, Ila Williams, Vera Williams, Minnie Lee Owings, A. M. Mathis,
Mabel Mathis, Carter Pitman, R. T. Rives, J. W. Shoemate, Vera Andrew~,Gladys Andrews, Grace Bowen, Theressa Crowder, Mae Camp, Eva
Hunter, Sadie Martin, Leila O'Neal, Vinnie Parker, Nelle Loughridge,
Mrs. Jessie Street, Elizabeth Leonard, Mrs. Cleve Roark, Mahala Parker,
J. D. Edwards, Mrs. A. W. Lupo, Mrs. G. W. Atwood, Mary McCurdy,
Nellie Chambers, Nancy Ransom, Lena Parish, Rachel Bird, Margaret
Agnew, Pearl Wallin, Mrs. T. M. Wallin, Gertrude Hearn, Lydia Myers,
Lucile Payne, Harvey Roper, Bernice Sprayberry, Annie Ruth Parker,
Mrs. Ella Wood, Mrs. Cecil Buchanan, Arnie Parker, Ella Lane, Grace
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Millican, A. Covert, G. 0. McBroom, F. M. Reynolds, S. N. Harnic, Hattie
Foster, Mrs. H. E. Dailey, Ada Shankle, Irene Gidden, Fannie Loughridge, Ethel Tyner, Amanda Bridges, Emma Evitt, Maude Little, R. L.
Powell, Bettie McClure, J. F. Alverson, Mynne Hammontree, Mary Hammontree, Lena Jones, Tula Hammontree, U. E. Spencer, Lillie Taburieux,
C. A. Chambers, J. A. Sartain, B. F. Loyd, Alf Reed, R. D. Love, Exa
Shahan.

WALKERCOUNTY TEACHERS,
1931-32.

ROSSVILLE-H. L. Brotherton, Supt., G. B. Leinbach, Dovie Williams, Nellie Chambers, Carolyn Au, Mrs. D. Hashburger, Mrs. P. Shinpaugh, Ora Stanley, Esther Flegall, Mrs. John Rhyne, Bertha McBrayer,
Beulah Shankles, Johnnie Sanders, Myra Skinner, Carol Hashberger,
Mrs. J. W. Leak, Mrs. C. P. Morton, Mrs. Kate Elder, Vesta Elkins, Mrs.
Cecil Fuller, Mrs. W. V. Costella, Marion Fox.
CHATTANOOGA VALLEY-J. G. Tatum, Supt., Catherine Bailey,
Lillian Hamrick, Eula Bolt, Helen Welchel, Adaline Hester, Pearl Welchel, Anna M. Smith, Mildred Royal, Vera B. Veazy, Olin Brotherton.
FAIRYLAND-Mrs. Floy Hillhouse, Winnie Styles.
HINKLES-Grace Gilley, Ovilene Pack.
ASCALON-C. A. Chambers.
PITTSBURG--A. M. Mathews, Janie Lou Baker.
HIGH-Esther Tinker.
CARMEL--Willie Mae Hixon.
CEDAR GROVE-V. L. Joiner, Supt., Mrs. V. L. Joiner, Mrs. A. H.
Camp, Lena Hicks, Imogene Patton.
NEW PROSPECT-Louise Joiner, Flo Henry.
KENSINGTON-Ray Bell, Mrs. Lou Wallen.
ESTELLE-Mrs. Eva Hunter.
POND SPRIN+Bill
Pettigrew.
HIGH POINT-Mrs. Paul Tarvin, Harvey Smith, Laura Johnson.
GARRETT'S CHAPEL-Ruth Rowland.
OLD BETHEL--Mrs. R. T. Goodson.
OAK GROVE-P. E. Moore.
WALLACEVILLE-Tom Cruwder, Mrs. Ella Buchanan, Mrs. Walter
Hearn.
OSBORN-Earl Crowder, Bernice Crowder, Eugenia Bailey.
MISSION RIDGE-Mrs. C. H. Williams, Thelma Hill, Beulah Perkinson.
ROCK SPRINGS-Douglas Baine, Elwyn Wallace, Cecil Lawrence,
Jennie Mae Poarch, Cora Cooper.
LAFAYETTE-C. W. Peacock, Supt., L. D. Caldwell, L. C. Butcher,
W. A. Dubberly, James Whitaker, Mrs. Horace Shattuck, Ruth Hammond,
Mrs. Jessie Street, Mrs. H. Davidson, Leila Green, Mary Stiles, Anna
Padgett, Elizabeth Doriso, Bess Young.
WEST LAFAYETTE-B. D. Keown, Mrs. R. M. Neal, Hattie B. Wil-
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liams, Mrs. George Ransom, Mrs. Jess Abney.

LINWOOD-Mrs. Annie Greene, Bethie Thurman, Mary Lee Rhyne,
Evelyn Pickthorn.
SUNNYSIDE-Mrs. Ray Pledger.
NEW BETHEL-Delphyn Mason.
P I N E G R o v E ~ E t t i eGreene.
CATLETT-Lois Hegwood, Mary Jones.
NAOMI-H. M. Hicks, Mrs. Mary Carroll.
WARREN-Thelma Neal, Claudie Steverson.
CORINTH-Mrs. R. L. Burns.
LEE-W. A. Mitchel, Mrs. Lena Rogers.
WESLEY C H A P E G M r s . I. S. Leonard, Sara Loyd.
BURNT MILGMayborn Mathews.
FAIRVIEW-Mahala Parker.
MT. CARMEGGlenn Hunter, Frances Hunter.
CENTER POST-Duren Crowder, Roberta Hobbs.
RIDGWAY-Mrs. Thelma Mallicoat.
WATERVILLE-J. L. Love, Mrs. J. L. Love.
HARRISBURG-A. M. Sewell.
CONCORD-Mrs. S. J. Bomar.
WEST ARMUCHEE-Theodore
Hammer, Mrs. T. Hammer, Gertrude Hammer, Doris Hewitt, C. P. Harris.
TRANS-T. Griffith, Ruth Tate.
FURNACE-Marguerite Shahan.
VILLANOW-Mary Hammontree.
GRIFFIN-Oscar Williams.
HENDERSON-Rebecca Huggins.
D. C. Sutton,
W. W. S. Myers,
L. C. Rosser,
J. Y. Wood,
J.E. Rosser,

C. M. Conley,
R. D. Love,
J. A. Sartain,
R. D. Love,
Sara Hackney,

1872-1876
1876-1896
1896-1899
1899-1900
1900-1904

1904-1911
1911-1920
1921-1924
1925-1932
1933- '

MEMBERSBOARDOF EDUCATION
(Incomplete).
T e r n E x p . Whom Succeeded
Date Elec.
1876
Feb. T. 1872
John Puryear
1874
H. Wheeler
W. M. Walker
N. C. Napier
1876
John Puryear
J. A. Clements
1874
N. C. Napier
Amajah Dickson
1878
A. R. McCutchen
4
R. M. Ward
L. K. Dickey
44

16

44

4&

6
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Terrn Exp. Whom Succeeded
Filled McCutchen vacancy
Filled Wood's Vacancy-did not qualify
Filled Dickey's Vacancy-didid not qualify
Feb. T. 1876
1880
4
44
J. A. Clements
Date Elec.

'

John Y. Wood
W. WeS. Myers
H. P. Lumpkin
J. M. Jackson
D. C, Fariss
W. M. Coulter
WeWeS. Myers
Be M. Garrett
B. F. Thurman
J. H. McWhorter
Wm. Hawkins
N. C. Napier
P. B. Little
J. Y. Wood
B. F. Thurman
N. C. Napier
J. H. McWhorter
Wm. Hawkins
B. F. Thurman
A. H. Neal
J. P. Shattuck
J. T. Suttle
E. P. Hall
C. M. Conley
M. M. Whitlow
B. F. Thurman
F. W. Copeland
C. M. Conley
T. We Haslerig
J. L. Rowland
Lee H. Dyer
J. P. Shattuck
J. C. McWilliams
J. H. Hammond
J. C. McWilliams
C. .C. L. Rudicil
E: K. Carlock
C. M. Conley
T. WeHaslerig
W. C. McFarland
A. J. Wellborn
A. J. Wellborn
B. L. Carlock
E. P. Hall
W. C. McFarland
J. C. McWilliams

66

46

46

44

46

44

44

66

64

44

44

44

66

44

44

44

44

64

66

46

"

"

1886

1888
1890

(4

44

44

64

64

64

46

44

"

"

1888

1892

46

44

66

46

"

"

44

"

"

1889
1890

44

46

64

66

44

64

64

44

"

"

1892

1896

44

44

44

46

Feb. T. 1894

1894

1898

46

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

(6

44

1896

44

44

44

44

"

"

1895
Aug. T. 1895
Feb. T. 1896

64
64

1900

44

66

46

64

64

44

46

"

"

1898

1898
1902

64

44

46

46

(4

44

44

44

1900
1902

1902
1906

Aug.
Feb.
64

44

4I

14

46

44

(4
44
46

1900
46

1904

44

4I

Aug.
Nov.
Feb.

44

1905
1906

1904
4t

1906
1908
1910

44

46

64

44

46

64

Self
H. P. Lumpkin
Self
Self
Self
R. M. W. Glenn
B. F. Thunnan
J. Y. Wood
Self
Self
Self
Self
P. B. Little
N. C. Napier
J. H. McWhorter
Wm. Hawkins-res.
B. F. Thurman
A. H. Neal
M. M. Whitlow
B. F. Thurman
Self
F. W. Copeland
E. P. Hall
J. T. Suttle
Self
J. L. Rowland
J. P. Shattuck
Self
L. H. Dyer
J. H. Hammond
Self
Self
C. C. L. Rudicil
C. M. Conley
Self
A. J. Wellborn
E. K. Carlock
Self
Self
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1908
B. L. Carlock
1908
1912
T. W. Haslerig
C. D. Weaver-did not qualify
1912
E. H. Hice
Oct.
1908 Next Ses.
J. F. Patterson
Feb.
1910
1914
1912
W. J. Shattuck
1914
J. C. McWilliams
W. C. McFarland
1912
1916
W. J. Shattuck
E. M. Goodson-Corn. not issued-from same dis.
1912
1916
Alf Reed
Aug.
T. W. Haslerig
J. C. McWilliams
Feb. 1914
1918
E. M. Goodson
Feb.
1914
1918
4
a
0. P. Andrews
1916
1920
T. W. Haslerig
Alf Reed
0.P. Andrews
Aug. 1917
1922
1917
1922
E. M. Goodson
J. C. McWilliams
1920
1924
W. B. Shaw
44
66
Leo Au
0. P. Andrews
Feb. 1922
1926
E. M. Goodson
a4
Alf Reed
W. Bo Shaw
Aug.
1924
1928
W.
Hunter
Alf Reed (Did not qualify)
J. S. Alsobrook
Feb.
1926
1930
0. P. Andrews
Reece M. Neal
J. L. Wright
Nov.
1928
1932
W. B. Shaw
Aug.
1928
1932
0. P. Andrews
Feb.
1930
1934
J. S. Alsobrook
a
S. J. Bomar
W. B. Shaw
Aug.
1932
1936
66
6
Don Gault
44

14

44

44

44

44

44

44

41

64

16

14

44

4

44

1

16

61

41

16

64

44

14

14

41

14

46

44

44

46

41

44

14

44

44

44

46

44

44

44

14

44

44

44

44

44

4

G o

(

44

Self
Self
B. L. Carlock
G. J. Weaver
E. P. Hall
E. H. Hice
Self
Self
Self
Patterson
W. J. Shattuck
Self
Self
J. F. Patterson
W. C. McFarland
Self
Self
Self
Self
Self
T. W. Haslerig
Alf Reed
Self
Self
J. C. McWilliams
Self
Leo Au

E. M. Goodson

Self
Alf Reed
W. G. Hunter
Self
Self
Self
R. M . Neal
Self
J. L. Wright
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Chapter Twenty-six
AGRICULTURE.
"The farm-best
home of the family-main source of national
wealth-foundation of civilized society-the natural providence."

P

OSITION. The county lies a little south of the 35th parallel of

north latitude and a little west of the 85th meridian west longitude.
'he southern boundary reaches for about 27 miles and is straight
except for a short offset near Harrisburg. From this line a s a base it
extends northward on the east by a series of jogs becoming narrower
at each jog till the Tennessee line is reached. This line then runs to
the top of Lookout mountain and turns southward along the crest of
that elevation which it follows to the Alabama line, thence along the
Alabama line to the western end of the base line. The northern boundary
line ins about 5% miles in length. The distance between the northern and
southern boundary lines is about 27 miles. The area of the county is
given as 434 square miles, or, 277,760 acres.
The county is bounded on the north by Tennessee; on the east by
Catoosa, Whitfield, and Gordon counties; on the south by Gordon and
Chattooga counties; on the west by Alabama and Dade county. The
county is bounded by original land lines except along the crest of Lookout
mountain and for a short distance along the top of Taylor's ridge. The
form of the county is very irregular.
TOPOGRAPHY.
The surface is broken. It consists of Lookout mountain lying in the western part and running nearly north and south.
Pigeon mountain, so-called, is a spur of Lookout, branching out from it
near the southwestern border of the county, and running northeastwardly for a distance of some 15 or 18 miles where it dwindles to mere foot
hills. Taylor's and Dick's ridges lie in the eastern part and run in the
same general direction as Pigeon mountain. In addition to these there
are several other ridges all running in a northeastward direction. The
most important of these is Missionary ridge which has its beginning in
the head of McLemore's cove and runs thence to the Tennessee line, assuming in some places a considerable elevation. The county's greatest
elevation is 2392 feet which is on Lookout mountain near High Paint.
The numerous valleys lying between these elevations are a s follows:
McLemore'a cove lying between Lookout and Pigeon and extending northward almost to the Tennessee boundary. West of the northern part of
Missionary ridge and east of Lookout mountain lies Chattanooga valley.
East of Pigeon mountain is Duck creek and Broomtown valleys; also a
considerable extent of smaller valleys and ridges reaching as f a r as
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Taylor's ridge. East of Taylor's ridge is the West Armuchee valley and
east of Dick's ridge is the East Armuchee valley. Lookout and Pigeon
mountain form the eastern rim of the Cumberland Plateau and the region
between that rim and Taylor's ridge is a part of the Appalachian valley;
while the part east of Taylor's ridge may be said to be a part of the
Appalachian mountain region.
DRAINAGE.
Pigeon mountain and its foot hills together with a slight
east and west elevation near Noble act as a divide in the county. North
and west of that divide the drainage is north into the Tennessee river;
south and east the drainage is southward into the Coosa. West Chickamauga with its tributaries, Peavine and Middle Chickamauga, together
with Chattanooga creek, are the principal streams flowing toward the
north. Duck creek, Cane creek and the two Armuchees send their waters
to the Coosa southward. Dr. J. H. Hammond, County Health Commissioner, is authority for the statement that the county's drainage is outward
a t all points-that
there *is no point where the water flows into our
county from other sources.
CLIMATE. Killing frost rarely comes before November and real cold
weather is not expected before Christmas. January and February are
the only cold weather months in the year and these are rarely severe.
March may be windy and chilly but no frigid weather is apt to appear.
Then till middle of June the weather is pleasant. In July and August
we sometimes have short periods of hot weather, but even then the temperature rarely goes into the upper nineties. The fall months are the
most delightful of the year.
The mean annual temperature for the winter months is 41, for the
summer months 75 and for the year 59. The average rainfall is about 54
inches well distributed throughout the year, though this amount varies
considerably in wet or dry years. The growing season is about seven
months wahichgives time for the maturing of a large variety of crops.

The three paramount considerations for making any region a prosperous farming section all obtain in our county. These are fertility of
soil, climate and moisture. No extensive region in the state can boast
greater richness of soil than Walker county. The valley lands, the
table lands and even the slopes are naturally impregnated with'the necessary growing elements for plant life. The slow disintegration of limestone rock and other shales through the long ages of the past has combined tq make ours a most fertile soil. All types of soil present in the
county are rich in plant-producing elements. True, in some parts man
has abused the soil and allowed i t to deteriorate by erosion and otherwise, but these {are isolated cases. If one will make a visit to many
other sections of the state and other states he will surely become convinced that for fertility of soil, Walker is the garden spot of Georgia.
The climate leaves little or nothing to be desired. We have not the
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severe sub-zero temperature of more northern parts nor the super-high
hectic weather of the far south. Rarely does the temperature fall below
zero and that for only a few hours. Both man and animals may generally
be exposed t o the severest weather for reasonable periods without harm.
And yet we have some brisk frosty weather which is necessary to assist
in pulverizing the soil and destroying noxious insects. During the summer months and growing season the temperature generally stands during
the day in the lower nineties-rarely reaching the hundred mark. And
even on the hottest days there may be felt a gentle breeze to mitigate
against the otherwise oppressive heat. The mean annual temperature
ranges in the lower sixties.
The county has an abundance of rainfall, the average being about 60
inches annually. Most of this, of course, falls during the winter months,
but enough and to spare comes during the growing season for the sustenance and growth of crops. Rare indeed is it that a serious drouth visits
the county. A space of more than two weeks between copious showers
is rare and no crop should suffer materially in that time. So plentiful
has been rainfall in our county from time immemorial that our farmers
never think seriously of trying to conserve the moisture in the soil, knowing that a fresh supply will come in time. For fertility of soil, delightful climate and an abundance of rainfall, Walker county is unsurpassed.
The history of agriculture in the county lists some twenty types of
soils the most important of which are the following: Clarksville gravelly
loam, a b u t 70,000 acres; Decalb fine sandy loam, 38,000; rough stony
land, 28,000 ; Clarksville stony loam, 18,000 ; Hagerstown clay, 17,000;
Montevallo shale loam, 13,000; Decatur and Connesaga silt loam, each
about 12,000, and so on; other types showing smaller amounts.
These various types of soil are suitable for different crops, a thorough
discussion of which is not contemplated in this place. Suffice it to say
that the soils of the county run the gamut of requirements of the people
of the county. Every thing necessary for home consumption and more,
can be easily produced in the county.
KINGCORN. Corn is perhaps the most important crop raised in the
county. Every farmer, large and small, raises some corn; many raise
large amounts. I remember as a boy to have heard the late James M*
Lee say that once in the heyday of his farming life on his farms at
Crawfish Spring, he estimated hits crop of corn for a certain season at
20,000 bushels. Those who, like myself, remember the immense fields
planted to corn, the numerous tenants and work hands, the large number of big fine mules, the wagons, plows and other farm implements; and
who recall how in work season every one engaged in farm work was
abroad early and late; and who remember likewise the great fertility of
the soil in those palmy days, cannot doubt that he usually made what he
estimated. These large yields of corn and other crops were back in the
eighties. Many other farmers made thousands of bushels of corn in
those days. It was cheap of course as every thing was at that time. The
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surplus was fed to hogs and cattle which were sold on the market at a
fair price.
CORN CLUBS. During the first decade of the present century the idea
of corn clubs began to be emphasized and fostered among the boys of the
county. I t was proposed to show by this plan that a few acres well-prepared, fertilized, and cultivated would produce a yield of corn equal or
exceeding double that acreage according to the old haphazard, hit-or-miss
method. The records of these interesting experiments amply prove that
they have taught our farmers some important lessons. For a number
of years Dr. Crowder's boys in the Cove won considerable notoriety as
well a s many valuable prizes by producing very fine crops of corn, reaching often above a hundred bushels to the acre. To Ben Leath, however,
went the greatest publicity for being officially credited with raising 214
bushels of corn on one acre of land. This was officially declared to be
the greatest yield not only in the state but in the South for that year.
GOLDENWHEAT.
Wheat has been one of the principal crops of the
county for a hundred years, or until some 20 or 25 years ago when it
began to decline. At the present time very little wheat is raised in the
county. This is to be regretted. Mr. Lee, referred to above, was also
a great wheat farmer, a s were many others in the Cove a half century
ago. Rotation of crops was much practised a t that time. Wheat was
cut (cradled) in June. As soon as corn was laid by, or a t least by middle August plowing was begun in the wheat stubble. That heavy coat of
rag weeds and crap-grass was plowed under, often using a heavy log
chain fastened to the douljletree to drag the heavy weeds down so they
could be covered, and allowed to rot during the fall and winter. Early
in the spring this fallow land was thoroughly harrowed and planted to
corn. In many cases, however, clover was sown as a nurse crop in the
wheat, in which case there would be a field of clover following the wheatfor one o r two years. Generally speaking the rotation was about a s follows: Corn, wheat, clover, pasture; taking four years for the rotation.
The young generation can hardly appreciate the strenuous activity of
harvest time before the invention of the binder and reaper. It was no
unusual sight to see a dozen men, maybe, with cradles, following each
other around a large wheatfield with as many more coming on behind
binding the wheat into bundles, and still others gathering the bundles
into shocks. About two good size lads were required to keep a supply of
cool water from a near-by well or spring. The best cradler led the way,
the rest keeping up if possible. This was trying work on a hot day in
June-a day 16 hours long-and many were not able to endure to the
end but would often fall out before sunset.
About 11:30 was noon hour. Sometimes the dinner was brought by
the women folks to the field, especially if i t was some distance from the
house. It was important during harvest time to conserve the time. Harvest wages were high-a dollar a day. Hence, if the field was some distance from the home the noon-day meal was brought to the hands in the
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field. And such dinners! Every thing a fruitful farm, garden and
orchard produced was there. It was spread in abundance in the shade
of a large tree near a spring of cool water. In those days i t was not
an uncommon thing to offer each work hand a glass of gin or beer just
before the meal. I recall once when a boy to have been offered a beer,
the first I ever tasted (and the last). I bsted it and, boy-like, spewed
it out amid the laughter of the crowd.
It is related that the late J. J. Jones, during the palmy days of the
seventies when the virgin soil in that Red Belt section was a t its best,
and before erosion had marred the face of the fields, raised on a certain year on his farm nearly 1500 bushels of wheat, and that Jason Conley
the same year produced more than 1000 bushels. Such was the fertility
of the soil that it was not uncommon to produce from 30 to 40 bushels
per acre. At that time, too, there were few insects to interfere with
growing crops and fruits a s we experience them at this day.
Noxious insects and weeds as we have them to-day are not as a rule
indigenous to the soil. They have come in by transportation. Our forbears were not concerned about so many troublesome insects and plant
diseases as we experience. Neither were they worried with the many
troublesome weeds that vex us to-day. Wheat, corn and other crops grew
to perfection. No need to spray fruit treeas. Most old people recall the
t h e in their youth when peaches, apples and other fruits were faultless.
Likewise many noxious weeds have been brought into our county t o distress us. The bitter weed so common everywhere is a comparatively new
arrival-probably about 20 years. The boll weevil and bean beetle have
k e n here a dozen years. Other insects and weeds have come in a t various times. No doubt others are to arrive by and by. This is one price
that we must pay for our civilization. If we had had no railroads or
other convenient communication, we might have existed many years without these undesirable pests. It is likely that the Civil war helped to
spread these among us.
THE FLECY
STAPLE. Cotton of course is one of the principal crops in
the county a t present. It is to be regretted that our people have taken
so seriously to cotton farming. Cotton impoverishes land. Gotton year
after year for a few years and hardly anything else will grow there profitably-not even cotton. Examine the fields of the county; observe the
bare hills and knolls in every field where cotton is railsed. Lack of humus
has caused erosion. We endeavor t o overcome this by the use of commercial fertilizers, thus further impoverishing the land.
C. H. Ginn, a tenant on the Lee farms at Crawfish Spring planted
about 1880, what was probably the first important crop of cotton in that
section. Certainly very little cotton had been raised before that time in
the Cove. Following this more and more farmers began the cultivation
of the fleecy staple, and large commercial gins began to be erected for
ginning purposes.
STRAWBERRIES.
The strawberry of all the fruits of the year, is one
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of the most welcome to our table. It 's quite extensively grown in many
parts of the county. Clarksville gravelly loam, mentioned above, is especially adapted to its growth, and this type is widespread throughout the
county. The following bit of strawberry history as I remember i t is
given a t this point: Soon after the Civil war Mr. Hartwell Weathers,
who lived near where the Wilder monument stands, grew a few rows in
his garden. This was in the seventies. As he had more than his family
could consume, he decided to take them to Chattanooga and see if he
could sell them. This he did and found a ready market for all he had.
He walked all the way to Chattanooga carrying two baskets, one on his
head and one on his arm, his team being busy in the crop. This he kept
up for some years, but soon other farmers began to see the possibilities
and to plant large fields for the marftet.
Among those who thus were the first to market the berry in quantity
were L. W. Myers, S. B. Dyer, Milton Plaster, John Devotie and numerous others. Most of the pioneers in the business made handsome profits
for a few years till the field became crowded. The berry raised at that
time was known as the Wilson, a small rather sour specimen. Compared
to the Klondike and Aroma of the present i t was a mere pigmy.
Truck farniing and fruit raising are other forms of agriculture in
which many farmers have been engaged for many years, especially in
the northern part of the county. This produce is marketed in Chattanooga or shipped to other cities.

Chapter Twenty-seven
MINERAL AND ECONOMICAL.

ALKER is one of the few counties in the state having an extensive coal deposit, Dade and Chattooga being the others. The
main coal deposits of the county a r e on Lookout and Pigeon
mountains. Those on Lookout are located in the vicinity of Round Mountain, a small elevation on Lookout, some seven miles south of Lula falls.
Here the Durham Coal and Coke company has operated a mine for more
than forty years. The coal was discovered by its outcroppings long before the Civil War and was mined to a limited extent principally for the
purpose of supplying blacksmith's forges.
In 1892 the Durham railroad was constructed to the coal fields, and
the mines were put in operation, a large part of the output being made
into coke for smelting iron ore. The coke ovens were located, mainly, a t
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Chickamauga. During the early years of its operation the mines were
worked largely by convict labor. During these years and for many years
afterward the output of coal was from 700 to 1,000 tons daily. Although
the capacity has dwindled sharply the mines are still in operation (1932).
During its palmy days this was a place of much activity, many hundreds
of miners and laborers being employed. The coal not converted into coke
was used for steam and domestic purposes and was shipped to all parts
of the country.
There are other lower seams of coal and some extending further south
along the mountain, a s well a s on Pigeon mountain which have never
been developed. These, in the course of time, are sure to be worked, as
means of transportation are provided.
IRONORE. Several counties in Northwest Georgia abound in iron
ore, Walker being one of these. A vast deposit of this valuable ore startas
a t the eastern base of Lookout Mountain near St. Elmo, Tennessee, and
following the foothills of that mountain to the head of McLemore's Cove,
i t turns sharply to the northeast and follows the western foothills of
Pigeon Mountain for some 12 or 15 miles when it turns again to the
southwest following the eastern side to Harrisburg and on into Alabama.
Also, there are extensive deposits on Taylor's Ridge in the eastern part
of the county. At many sectors of this extensive line mines have been
opened and worked quite extensively. At Estelle, near Kensington, the
mines have been in operation for many years. Here hundreds of men
have been employed as miners and laborers in excavating this valuable
ore for commerce. This was found profitable because of the proximity
of the railroad a t that point. Other locations are only waiting sufficient
transportation facilities. These will come as the demand increases.
Other deposits, either worked or prospected, are the following: The
Allgood property south of Flintstone; the Stoner-Caldwell property near
the Allgood; then follow in a general way the following: West property;
Moses Long's ; Wisdom's ; Costello's ; Parish's ; Phillip's ; Partain's ;
Henry's ; Bloom's ; Stephen's ; Coulter's ; Morgan's ; Andrew's ; Evitt's ;
Glenn-Warthen's ; Hall's ; Hammond's and others. The iron ores on all
these properties were examined many years ago and found to be in commercial quantities and of excellent qualities. This line of valuable mineral ores stretches in a winding line for more than fifty miles, not to
mention the ores on Taylor's ridge.
Some two miles east of Villanow, in East Armuchee Valley, a blast
furnace was built and was in operation before the Civil War and afterwards. It was owned by Doah Edmonson, of Murray county, but was
operated by a man by name of Andrew Stroup. The furnace was about
20 feet square at the base and about 20 feet high, being constructed of
rack which was quarried from the adjacent mountains and hauled to the
site by ox teams. It was s m e two years in building. It was built at
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the base of a high hill or bluff, and a platform was laid from the top
of the bluff to the top of the furnace along which the fuel and ore were
carried and dropped into the furnace. A dam was built in the nearby
creek from which water was secured for turning a large wheel, which
furnished power for running a fan-wheel, thus giving a strong blast to
the furnace. A pair of heavy scales was used for weighing the material,
thus insuring the right proportion of each.
Ores from the near-by mountains were hauled t o the furnace for
smelting; brown hematite (soft ore) from Taylor's Ridge, and red hematite (hard ore) from Snake Creek. These were mixed in the proper proportion by weight, and also a certain amount, by weight, of limestone
rock was added. Charcoal was used for fuel. Pine trees on the near-by
hills and mountains were converted into charcoal and this was then
hauled to the furnace for fuel. The ore was converted into pig iron,
after which much of i t was made into various vessels and tools for home
and farm use, as wash pots, kettles for making molasses, cooking kettles,
pots, skillets, ovens, and irons, and various utensils of ordinary home
use. Mr. Fred Stansell, who lives near the site of the old furnace, has a
pair of andirons made a t the furnace. Also, Dr. Clements at Subligna
has a vessel made a t the furnace. Various other old settlers living in
that section of the county have one or more articles made a t the furnace.
The products of the furnace were hauled first to Augusta, and afterward
to Resaca for marketing. About two runs were made weekly, and some
8 or 10 men were required ' a t times to operate all parts. A hammer
weighing 600 pounds was used to crush the ore.
A FURNACE
AT KENSINGTON.
Another furnace erected and operated
in the county was at or near Kensington. This furnace was owned and
operated by a Mr. Strange. There was an abundance of iron ore in the
vicinity, as evidenced by the extensive mines a t Estelle which were operated many years from which vast quantities of ore have been extracted.
The furnace at Kensington was operated by water power as in the case
of the one in the eastern part of the county. This plant, however, was
not operated on so extensive a scale as the one in Armuchee.
FIRECLAY. Another mineral that has been extensively produced in
a commercial way in the county is fire clay for making brick and for
sewerage. At Mission Ridge in the northern part of the county a large
plant was operated for many years in the manufacture of fire brick and
brick for building purposes. At that place and a t numerous other locations are extensive deposits of shales and clays suitable for making a very
fine quality of brick.
OTHER MINERALS. Bauxite, Kaolin, and Tripolite are other minerals
that have been worked in a commercial way in the county, a s well als
shales for the manufacture of cement. Mr. W. H. Boss has operated a
tripoli mine on his farm near Naomi for some years. The mineral was
discovered when the road was being built near his home.
There are three veins overlying each other varying in width from
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three t o eleven feet. There are two of these triple veins, one sloping
about 40 degrees, the other almost perpendicular, each of which have been
worked t o some extent. There is almost an unlimited amount of the
material in that region which extends from near Waterville to Catlett
some 8 or 10 miles. Mr. Boss has shipped already some fifty car loads
which brings him a handsome profit. He employs from three to a dozen
men when in full operation.
In the State Capitol in Atlanta are several aluminum vessels on display, labeled a s having been made from bauxite which came from J. D.
Taylors' place in Walker county. In addition there a r e large deposits of
ochre, manganese ore, barytes, etc., in various parts of the county.

ECONOMICAL.

WEALTH. The wealth of the county is represented by real estate;
manufacturing plants ; railroads ; mineral ; mines and equipments ; banks;
buildings ; homes ; stock of all kinds; autos, machinery; farming tools ;
merchandise, money, notes, and bonds; and other property and is distributed as follows as shown by the tax digest for 1930:
$2,937,687
Value real estate and improvements -------.------.---.------------1,569,670
City or town property --------.-.-.---------------------------------------57,233
Bank shares -------------------------------------------.--Money-notes-accounts
-.---.--.------------------------------84,086
Goods-merchandise-fixtures-fertilizers
.
176,098
Autos-mot orcycles-bicycles -----.--.---.--.--.--------------------149,879
Manufacturing plants, buildings, etc. -.--..--------.---------.----- 1,875,324
$64,258
Household goods ---------.--------.----------------------------Jewelry $3,153. Horses $94,300. Cattle $95,871. Total
193,324
1,615
Sheep and goats $1,015. Unsold products $600. Total---Hogs $6,804. Dogs $1,858. Total -------------.--.-----------------8,662
Agricultural tools $38,893. Mineral-timber leases
$44,768. Total ....-.-.----..-----------------------------.----83,661
29,650
Other property not mentioned -.------.----.---.-------------------

$7,324,976
Aggregate Amount ----.....-------.---------------------.------Amount of tax on polls $3,180. On professions $465.
This digest of the county's wealth does not represent the actual value
by any means. Every one knows that the tax value is short of the real
value, but just how f a r short is a matter of conjecture. Some men in
making returns approximate the actual value of the property more nearly
than others and for this reason i t would be difficult t o estimate the wealth
of the county. Then again land values, which in this digest is the largest
single item, fluctuate from time to time, being responsive t o the economical condition of the country and especially to the general prosperity of
the farming interests. At the present time the value of farming lands
is probably lower than a t any time since the Civil War. In like manner
the value of all other items in this digest is below an average of value for
a long period of years.
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Viewing the situation thus one is compelled to admit that the wealth
of the county now (1931) is lower than i t was 12 or 15 years ago when
times were more prosperous. It is believed that a conservative estimate
of the country's wealth a t this time might be placed a t something like
$40,000,000. A dozen years back i t might have been a third more.
The following are the tax returns by decades for the past half century showing how the wealth of the county has steadily increased:
1880, $------.----.....;
1890, $2,302,160; 1900, $2,319,937; 1910, $3,989,861 ; 1920, $7,675,511 ; 1930, $7,324,976.
AUTOS. The number of automobiles in 1915 was 380, valued a t $18,978. In 1920 there were 3,726 valued at $223,586. I n 1925, 2,607 valued
a t $130,350. I n 1930 the number was 2998 valued a t $149,873.
BONDS. I n 1921 the county issued bonds to the amount of $400,000.00
for the building and improvement of roads. Of this amount $130,000.00
have been retired, leaving the present bonded indebtedness of the
county $270,000.00. It is estimated that this indebtedness will have been
paid off by 1946.
I n addition t o this the following school districts have issued bonds
for erecting buildings and f o r other purposes: (Only the present
amount of the bonded indebtedness is given in each case, a part having been paid). LaFayette $62,000. Rossville $57,000. Chattanooga
Valley $41,500. West Armuchee $2,800. Cedar Grove $8,000. High
Point $2,700. Lookout Mountain $29,000. Chickamauga $37,500. City
of LaFayette $36,500. City of Rosville $
MISCELLANEOUS.The county Chain Gang was started in 1909. The
Chattanooga Valley road was hard-surfaced from Moon's station to the
State line in 1922; the Dry Valley road to T. H. Fowler's in 1927; LaFayette to Chattooga county line in 1929; the McFarland Gap road in
1930; LaFayette to Lee and Gordon's mills (concrete) 1931.
Number of acres of land in the county 277,760; number returned
in 1930 was 268,856, leaving 9,104 acres unaccounted for. A portion of
this is represented in town and city property, leaving, however, a considerable acreage not returned.

------.

Chapter Twenty-eight
EARLYCUSTOMS
AND LIVINGI N WALKERCOUNTY-COUNTRY
YOUNG
PEOPLE
A GENERATION
AGO.
ARLY CUSTOMS
AND LIVINGIN WALKER
COUNTY. Most of the
pioneers of the county were plain, hardworking, common people
-men who had immigrated here for the purpose of settling in
the fertile valley lands of the county, which a t t h a t time could be had
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for practically nothing. These lands had been recently opened up for
settlement. About the year 1830,-100 years ago,-the lands of the
Cherokee Indians were opened up for settlement. They were surveyed
and the numbers of the lots, in the various districts and sections, were
arranged for a grand drawing. Any soldier who had fought in any of
the wars a t t h a t time, or widow, or orphan children was permitted to
draw. After the drawing, some few who had been lucky enough to
secure a valuable tract, came in and settled. Many, however, fearing
to brave the wilderness, or f o r other reasons, preferred not t o emigrate. Hence, i t was, that much land was left without a claimant.
After a time these unclaimed parcels were settled and held by others.
This brought many people into the county-men who were anxious to
better their condition in life. They came a s a rule on horseback, the
wife, possibly, riding with a n infant in her arms, the husband and
children walking and carrying such things a s they specially needed,
a s an ax, a few farm tools, a little salt and meal, and some bed clothes, .
possibly. There were no roads in those early days. No such things as
wagons till some years later. They were men of iron will and nerve,
who were willing to brave t h e wilderness for a home of their own.
There were among them some few men who were wealthy and had
slaves to do the work of the farm. Especially in the Armuchees, there
were quite a number of slave owners. There a r e still to be seen in
certain parts of the county signs of the old slave quarters, a grim reminder of ante-bellum days and conditions. Also, there is the old
fashioned Southern mansion with its broad portico and imposing columns reaching above the second story of the planter's home. There
are quite a number of these t o be seen yet in the county, notably the
Warthen home a t LaFayette, the Suttle home in West Armuchee, and
the Lane home in the Cove. There are others in the county.
The houses of the first settlers, a s a rule, had one room only. The
house was built of logs cut from the near-by forest and notched down
a t the corners. The space between the logs was filled with a kind of
mortar made of mud from a claybank near by. If carefully done, this
made quite a warm, comfortable house for winter time, as well a s cool
for hot weather. The floor was made of split logs with one side
smoothed with an ax, called puncheons. At first many settlers had no
floor-only the bare earth. There was usually one door, which had a
latch on the inside. A string was attached t o this latch and was extended upward and out at a hole in the door so that one coming into
the house had only to pull the latch string to lift the latch and the door
would swing open. Hence we have the expression, "the latch string
hangs on the outside," meaning, you are welcome. There was one or
maybe two small windows, which were usually on each side of the fireplace, and had a shutter to open or close, but no glass. An elevated
scaffold in the chimney corner, just outside t h e window, and underneath it, was used for the night's wood and pine knots. The material

,
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on this scaffold was carefully replenished each evening before nightfall, so that the fire could be kept burning till bedtime, which, in the
winter, was usually very late, especially with the housewife, who had
her knitting, spinning, and weaving to do. There were few lamps used
in those days-possibly none a t all. Tallow candles were occasionally
to be seen, especially among the better-to-do people. Most of the pioneer settlers, however, used pine knots for lighting purposes. Happily,
they were to be found in great abundance at t h a t time. As one knot
was about consumed, another was cast into the fire; and then another,
a s needed. Many a boy has learned to read by these old pine-knot fires.
After working all day, he would sit or lie down by the family fire and
read or write or "cipher." Many of those boys grew up and became
men of worth and power in the county. The author recalls t h a t he
once heard t h a t prince of teachers, Captain J. Y. Wood, tell how he
learned to read and write by a pine knot fire, under the loving instruction of his mother. Also, how, a s a young man, he used t o take his
Latin grammar t o the field where he was plowing, and, while his horse
was turning round, he would consult a word or sentence in the book,
which was kept on the fence corner, and repeat it while he made another round in the field plowing. In this way he mastered much Latin
while a t work.
There were no cook stoves. Cooking was done in the open fireplace. Ashcake, or corn bread cooked in the hot ashes, was common.
Meat was sometimes roasted in or near the fire, or on a spit, which
hung before the fire. Then there might be a crane hanging in the
chimney over the fire, upon which a pot or kettle could be placed for
boiling vegetables or meats. Potatoes were generally roasted in the
ashes. There were few sweets on the table of our grandmothers. Cakes
were very rarely seen, and pies were as scarce. Sugar, which sold -for
12 to 15 cents a pound, was occasionally to be seen. Sorghum, thick
and black, was made in big kettles, and was about the only sweet food
our grandfathers knew.
Everybody used coffee, or nearly so. It was bought green and
roasted in an oven on the fireplace to a bright brown, enough being
roasted a t a time to do the family several days. While roasting i t required constant stirring to prevent it from burning. There was a coffee mill nailed to the wall in the house for grinding coffee. The sound
of the coffee mill in the early morning was a signal for getting ready
for breakfast. Tea was little known to our. parents.
There were certain customs among the early settlers, which, while
they were not peculiar to this county, were, nevertheless, a part of
their social fabric. These customs were those of "house raising," "log
rolling," and "corn shucking." On those occasions the whole community usually turned out to assist. If a house was to be raised, the
logs had been previously collected and hauled, or "snaked" t o the spot,
so that, now, there was nothing to do but to put them in place and
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notch them down. The custom of the house raising and the log rolling
was one of necessity among the early settlers. One man or two or
three men could not handle the logs and put them in place, hence the
necessity of calling in the neighbors. This was a day's work for the
good of the community-for society. No charge was made for this
service by any one present. The same was true of the iog rolling. The
cornshucking was different, but i t grew o u t of the pioneer's need ol*
society and his desire for sociability.
At the log rollings feats of strength were exhibited. The man who
could carry the heaviest load was generally the hero of the community.
On these various occasions there was, a t noon, prepared by the farmer's
wife, a b i i dinner for all. The other ladies of the community were
usually present to assist in the preparation of the noon-day meal. These
were great social occasions, especially for the younger set. Here, the
young men met the young ladies of the community, and while their
elders conversed on various matters pertaining to society, politics, or
religion the younger folk were enjoying themselves socially. Often,
these gatherings were carried into the night and there was a "frolic,"
or dance for the younger folk, the elders often taking part. At these
frolics, there was generally an old darkey with his banjo, who furnished the music for the dance. These meetings were rarely continued
longer than about 10 o'clock a t night. These were happy occasions
among the early settlers, and had their places for good, a s they contributed to the enjoyment of the people, by promoting fellowship, good
feeling, manly virtues and contentment.
Another social event that should be mentioned, perhaps, and one
much patronised, was the "quilting." At these times the ladies of the
community gathered to make a quilt. They sometimes ended a s the
log rolling, with a frolic for the young of the community.
In those early days everybody rode horseback,--or walked. At first
there were few roads and they were usually rough and in bad repair.
It was a common sight to see both men and women mounted, going to
church, or to market, o r elsewhere, a s occasion dictated. Almost every
woman was an expert rider. They rode sideways according to the custom of the times. There was, in front of every farmer's home, a block,
cut from a tree-trunk, from which ladies might spring t o the horse's
back. Likewise, at the church, was a block for the use of ladies in
mounting. They wore a riding skirt to protect their clothes from being soiled. These mounting blocks were very useful for most of the
ladies, however, many ladies were able to mount without assistance, by
simply placing their hands on the back of the horse and springing into
the saddle. It was not an unusual thing to see a lady riding behind
her husband, or a sister behind her brother or father, or a young man
with his best girl riding behind him.
Many early settlers of the poorer class had no means of conveyance and walked wherever they went. Old people often tell of how
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they have heard their mothers and aunts d a t e their experiences of the
early days. Often, they traveled long distances to church afoot. Sometimes they carried their shoes in their hands almost to the church,
then sat down by the roadside and put them on. After leaving church
they took them off and went home barefoot. Some of the men of t h a t
day, not quite so fastidious a s the ladies, hesitated not to go on to the
church barefoot. Indeed, a s late a s 1900 men have been known to
attend church without shoes in Walker county.
There were no railroads in the county till the latter eighties. Back
in the thirties and' forties there was no near market. Chattanooga,
Rome, and even Atlanta, had had no beginning, or were too young to
furnish an attractive market. The county's early settlers went to market to Augusta, Columbus, or maybe t o Charleston or Raleigh. Many
settlers who had emigrated from near those f a r away cities generally
returned t o that place f o r market purposes. Later, i n the fifties, marketing was done a t Resaca, and still a little later at Ringgold. I n a n
old ledger of Bomar and Burgess who sold goods in West Armuchee in
1844, now in possession of Mr. W. P. Blackwell, there i s a record of
five trips t o market during that year. Two trips to Columbus, one t o
Wetumpky, one to Madison, and one t o Jasper county. The total expenses of the five trips as given was $78.59, which seems very reasonable a t t h i s day. There is no record of what goods were carried t o
market, but the goods brought back consisted, almost wholly, of sugar,
salt, and coffee. This record shows t h a t sugar was sold a t 7 pounds
to the dollar, coffee same price, and salt $1.50 per bushel.
These trips were made in canvas-covered wagons, drawn by horses
or mules, usually two teams to each wagon. Neighbors who had t o
make these journeys started at the same time and traveled together
for company and protection. Long trains of these wagons might'be
seen passing along the roads, from time to time, going to market, two
or three weeks being required to make the trip. Provisions and utensils for cooking were carried, as a skillet, and coffee pot. Also, bed
clothes and blankets f o r sleeping a t night. About night the caravan
would stop near a spring o r stream of water, a fire built, supper cooked,
and the night spent. A logheap fire was made and recruited during the
night as needed. The women, if any were along, slept in the wagons,
the men rolling themselves in quilts and blankets by the fire.
The drivers of the teams were expert wagoners. They carried a
long whip with which they handled the teams. This whip they were
able to wield in such a manner a s to make a popping or cracking
sound, and there being so many in a body driving along the roads, there
was a continual cracking of whips, which sounded much like pistol or
gun shots. It is said t h a t from this circumstance they were called
"Georgia Crackers," which appellation was afterward applied to Georgians in general.
Other explanations of the origin of "Georgia Crackers" are as follows :
From the Century Dictionary-"One

of an inferior class of white hill
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dwellers in some of the Southela United States, especially in Georgia and
N'lorida. T h e name is said to have been applied because cracked c o n
was their chief article of diet: I t is as old in Georgia and Florida as the
time of the Revolution."
Richard Malcomb Johnson says, that among the followers of General
Iilrancis Marion in his guerrilla warfare, during the War of the Revolution, were some Georgians, who were especially expert in the use of the
rifle, the "crack" of which got to be much dreaded by the British, who
gave these rifle men the name of Georgia Crackers. After the war the
name changed from a military to a social significance.
A theory of Charles H. Smith (Bill Arp) is that the hardy and industrious Scotchmen who settled in Georgia, and who came in conflict with
the rough and unlettered settlers from other sections, called them "crackers," which is a Scotch term, and means "Boasters," "Idlers," who talk
much and work little. Cracked and crack-brained may have the same
origin.-From Evan's History of Georgia.

A generation or so ago, there were very few events-regular or
occasional-religious or secular-to attract and draw the young people. The method of conveyance was, of course, necessarily slow and
tedious, and for this reason i t was not feasible to make trips of longer
lengths than 12 to 15 miles and back in a day, having due regard f o r
horses. Many of the modern attractions and inventions were unknown
and undreamed of in those days.
The automobile, at once the greatest blessing and curse, possibly, of
our modern civilization, began to make its appearance about the end
of the nineteenth century. The phonograph preceded the automobile
some few years. Then came the airplane and the movies and the rad,io.
All of these have appeared within a generation. If all these were obliterated from our modern life, what effect would it have on our daily
life--especially that of the young? The answer is: They would live
and act about a s we older ones did 40 years ago.
There were community gatherings in which the young always took
much interest. These took the form, usually, of sociables and were
held a t different homes in the community. Occasionally, though rarely,
they developed into dances; usually, however, they were simply occasions of general conversation and amusements. The time was passed
in story telling, singing, playing pranks and other forms of innocent
amusements. These gatherings were popular, especially, during the
fall and winter seasons when the nights were long. Most generally
the young people would attend these gatherings afoot-traveling sometimes two or three miles and back in this way. Upon occasion, these
young people, a t certain seasons would inaugurate and have an old
fashion 'possum hunt. Attended by one or more elderly matrons as
chaperons the young ladies of the community a s well a s the young men,
in large numbers, on a bright moonlight night, would tramp the hills
and valleys for miles hunting 'possums. These were most delightful
occasions for all parties and were thoroughly enjoyed. Usually they
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were fully rewarded by the capture of several 'possums, and sometimes a polecat. This latter was certain to inject extra excitement into
the chase. But whether they caught a 'possum or not, they had a delightful evening and the experiences furnished a topic for general conversation for weeks to come.
The debating society and the spelling bee came in for a full share
of attention in the days of our grandmother's girlhood. These were
held a t the local school house during the winter months. They were
most interesting and sometimes very animated meetings. All the old
popular subjects were duly argued and their merits fully exhausted a t
such times, and many an awkward, bashful, untutored lad, who afterward made his mark as a leading public speaker of the county, made
his beginnings a t these meetings. Or, maybe i t was a spelling bee;
and they were spellers in those days-according t o Webster. Having
selected two captains as leaders, and the audience chosen by the leaders, according to ability, 'the row of contestants reached around the
room, standing against the wall. The community teacher then stepped
forth and drew the Old Blueback. In order to break the ice, so to
speak, he began a t "baker," and played along for some pages in order
to give time for all the timid spellers to feel a t home. Then skipping
over about "botany," or "amity," the spelling began to pick up somewhat. Among these pages+somefew of the poorer spellers began to
drop out, and a s the contestants began to settle down to their task,
the teacher suddenly turned to "immateriality," and such like words,
at which there was a faint smile to be seen on the faces of some of
the better spellers. For nearly a n hour the contest raged among these
difficult words, during which time many were compelled to "yield the
palm." However, there was a goodly number still left on either side,
when the teacher turned beyond the pictures and began with such
words as, blanc-mange, braggadocio, daguerreotype, ennui, caoutchouc,
and such like. Here the battle raged till the list was exhausted, during
which time most of the spellers acknowledged defeat; however, several
were still defiant. The teacher often found i t necessary to go over the
same words in order to reach a decision. Sometimes, however, it w a ~
decided to call i t a draw, especialy if the number remaining on each
side was about equal. These meetings were largely attended and fully
enjoyed by our ancestors, and years afterward furnished a theme for
pleasant reminiscences.
In addition to the above, which might be classed as strictly community affairs, and which, with other similar meetings, were common
to all communities, and were largely attended and greatly enjoyed,
there were what might be termed sectional or county attractions and
which most young people sought to attend. One of these was the annual or semi-annual singing convention. These were held in different parts of the county and were largely attended by most of %heyoung
people. They attended in wagons, buggies, horseback, on the train,
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or sometimes walked. These conventions were the subject of general
interest before and afterward. Everybody who could sing took part,
and many young people would lead in the singing or perform a t the
organ. In those days the county paper usually carried an exhaustive
report of the activities of the convention.
Another event closely allied to the singing convention was that of
the Walker County Sunday School Convention. At these theie were
discussions of Sunday School work-methods, plans, principles, etc., as
well as singing; and our young folks usually attended these in large
numbers. Uncle Fletcher Smith of the Cove was, f o r many, many years
the head and the life of the County Sunday School Convention.
Another event of general interest was the County Fair. Everybody
who could went to the Fair and many young folks generally attended.
The Fair was a t first held a t Chickamauga, being organized there about
1900 or soon after that date and continued there for some ten years,
after which i t was located a t LaFayette.
There was also, the annual circus which came in f o r its share of
popularity. I n the early days i t was popular to go to the ''show" a s it
was termed. About the year 1850 a circus was held a t John Scott Henderson's just across the Walker-Catoosa county line just north of the
home of the late Mrs. Tripp. m e r e were no railroads a t that time and
everything went by wagon train.

Chapter Twenty-nine
COUNTRYSOCIAL
LIFESIXTYYEARSAGO-CLOTHES-AMUSEMENTS AND
AN has a very strongly marked social instinct. Whether a t work
o r a t play he enjoys the association of his fellows. Men are
. gregarious. They are seen in flocks more often than alone.
This proclivity has a marked effect on his life and customs. Of necessity his working hours often isolate him, but when occasion permits he will seek his fellow's companionship.
The countryman is necessarily more secluded than his city cousin.
His work calls him apart from his fellows. During his working hours
he is alone and has his thoughts for his companions. The urbanite,
on the other hand, dwells much of his time in company with his fellows
with whom he discusses the events of the day and other matters. The
ruralist is, therefore, more secluded, distant, non-communicative and
inclined to take council with his own thoughts. He lives close to nature; associates with the Great Open; influences and is influenced by,
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the wild life around him. His activities being circumscribed by the
vicissitudes of the weather, he takes note of the movements of the
winds and clouds and this becomes one of his main topics of conversation. He is an early riser. Rarely does he fail to be up and doing by
four in the morning, winter and summer. His thrifty housewife prepares breakfast by lamplight. The children are all seated about the
table to partake of the morning meal. There is, in the average family
on the farm, no dearth of children. It is no unusual matter to find from
eight to twelve children in a family. Often the number reaches to fifteen.
Some one has said that "mother" is the sweetest, dearest word in
our language. Maybe so, but it seems to me that "motherhood" should
be ranked a t least second. Motherhood, it seems to me, implies not
only a willingness to bear and rear children, but indicates a n inward
feeling of real duty to do s e a sense of duty performed. The word seems
to imply a plurality, and not simply a duality. Motherhood seems to
carry the idea of a bevy, a group. I t implies an obligation and indicates some sacrifices of concrete things, but in the sense of duty well
done, it fully repays all sacrifices. "Duty," says Robert E. Lee, "ia
the sublimest word in the English language. We cannot do more, we
should not wish to do less."
Roman history contributes an incident furnishing a striking example of the high esteem in which motherhood was held among the
ancients. It relates that, upon a time, a bevy of matrons of the upper
class were assembled a t the home of one of their number, when, it happened, that they were discussing their jewels, each one, of course,
showing with pride some valuable personal ornament and giving its
history-all except one, who, sitting somewhat apart from the others,
seemed to take little interest in the conversation. At length some one
asked her to show her jewels, whereupon she stepped to the door and
called into the room two little chubby boys-sun-tanned and dirty, and
throwing her arms around them and implanting kisses on their cheeks,
"These," she said, "are my jewels."
But pardon this digression and we return to the subject. The
morning meal consists, mainly, of hot biscuits, ham or bacon with
gravy, eggs, butter and syrup, and coffee. The mother knows from
long experience what it takes to feed her family. Ten or twelve growing boys and girls, besides the husband and wife will consume near
half a bushel of hot biscuits, and there will be little left over for the
farm dog. Occasionally, in season, the morning meal consists of fried
chicken, and when this occurs it is necessary to dress two for this
hungry brood which will probably be a sufficiency provided there is a
generous supply of gravy. Then, again, once in a while, all meats are
left off and breakfast is composed entirely of biscuit, butter and syrup,
in which case a pound of butter would not suffice for the morning meal.
The noon-day meal, or dinner, which was served on the farm of
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our forefathers about 11:30 o'clock was composed of one or more vegetables in. season, with a generous slice of boiled bacon, an immense
"cobbler" pie made from some of the orchard products, corn bread and
buttermilk. The buttermilk has been cooling since early morning in
the cellar or springhouse and is a most welcome draught to most of
the family at the noon-day meal. If there happens to be a visitor a t
the home for this meal, some extra dish may make its appearance on
the table, but ordinarily something like the above may be expected.
No elaborate preparations were made for the evening meal, which
was served in the summertime about sundown-certainly before dark.
The mother might cook some fresh corn bread, which, together with
the left-over vegetables from dinner and the abundance of cold sweet
milk from the springhouse, where i t has been since early morning, will
satisfy the hunger of all the household.
I have said that the farmer was an early riser. He was, likewise,
early to bed. He believed with all his heart in Ben Franklin's "Early
to bed" doctrine, which he never failed to practice and to preach.
Often, especially in summer, he was in bed before dark. The day's
work done, horses fed, he, with tired limbs, is glad to seek his rest:
"Something attempted, something done,
Has earned a night's repose."
The children, in the meantime, having completed the evening chores,
may have engaged in some simple game for pastime for a short while
(for what growing boy ever tires?), soon retire for the night's rest.
Last of all, the wife and mother, after seeing that all is well with her
brood, and with especial attention to the least ones, steals off to her
virtuous couch to get a rest from sixteen hours of activity. Is is any
wonder if she sleeps soundly? and yet she awakes at the faintest call
from any of the family and ready to minister to their needs.
If the next morning happens t o be Sunday, which occurs every seven
days, there may not be quite so much hurry about the place. The
father will probably be up as early as usual, but the wife and children
may enjoy an extra half-hour's repose; but, by and by, all are up and
the morning meal over, preparations are begun for church attendance.
Everyone will go-not from necessity, but from pleasure. There is
a real desire to attend church. The family has been isolated for a
week, maybe more, and now there is a hungering to see friends and
neighbors, as well as to hear the sermon and to engage in worship.
This is man's social instinct. He enjoys the companionship of his
fellows. There is a general bustle and hurry to get ready, and to be
on time a t the church. The mode of conveyance is necessarily slow.
The mother, with wise forethought, during the past few days examined all the children's wearing apparel to see that all was in readiness.
I t is a matter, then, of only a short while till all are ready.
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The two-horse wagon, filled with chairs, will accommodate all, except two or three of the larger boys who will go horseback. I said all;
it is likely t h a t the elder sister will have a special conveyance furnished
by one of the neighboring swains, who happens along about the time
the procession is ready to start. Bashful and stammering, he invites
her t o ride with him (as if there was not already an understanding to
that effect). She mounts behind him and all a r e away. Arrived at
the church long before the hour for preaching, t h e father, mother and
the children enjoy the greetings of friends and neighbors which a r e
cordially returned. This half-hour is spent in animated conversation
-conversation about the community happenings, the weather, sickness, marriages, deaths, crops, etc.
A song from t h e church i s the signal 'for all to enter which is
promptly done. The service is a spiritual one; the preacher is a man
of God. His prayers, exhortations and sermon a r e convincing and he
holds his audience in rapt attention to the last. Although his sermon
may last an hour he has the undivided attention of his congregation.
The young people and children are all there. There is no thought of
their remaining away from church. The crying baby does not interrupt either t h e preacher or people. It is a common occurrence and no
one thinks of it. And, too, this was the day when there were few
books-hymn books-the preacher's being the only one present. The
hymns were sung by lining, t h a t is the preacher read two lines and
the congregation sang those two; after which two more were read out
and sung by the people. In all these services the most reverent attention was displayed by the congregation. And afterwards, for a week or
a month, the homes of the community were wont to discuss the sermon
and the text and the exhortations.
The sermon over, the benediction is reverently pronounced by the
pastor, but there is no hurrying out of the house. No one seems ready
to leave. Everybody wants t o shake everybody's hand. Everybody
wants everybody to go home with him. The pastor is pressed by various admirers t o go to his house for dinner. If one there should be who
was anxious to leave the house a t once, he would find it difficult to mill
his way through the aisle to the door. The only thing to do is to wait
till everybody speaks and talks to everybody and t h e procession slowly
moves toward the door. Eventually everybody gets out and leaves f o r
home, a happy and contented people.
The afternoon is spent in reading, or meditation, or,-especially if
some neighbor has dropped in,-in conversation; or mayhap, the wife
and husband will call on some of the neighbors f o r an hour's talk. The
children, in t h e meantime, are enjoying the freedom of the woods, or
the "01' Swimmin' Hole." The younger set have gathered a t some of
the neighbor's homes where others have met to sing. Such were the
conditions prevailing among our forefathers a half-century or more
ago.
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CLOTHES.The wearing apparel of our forbears was quite different
from that to which we are accustomed. The mode changes from year
to year even in our day, especially in feminine clothes; the change then
in eighty years is likely to be considerable. There was little machinery and no easy means of transportation before and immediately following the War Between the States. In Walker county it was necessary
to wear home made clothing. There was little else worn till some
years after the war. Most men wore home-made cotton or jeans pants
and coats. Almost every housewife had a spinning wheel and loom by
means of which she made a t home cloth to clothe her family. For Sunday wear an especially nice piece of cloth was made into a suit for
father or big brother. There were few overcoats but most men had a
large woolen shawl which they wore on cold or rainy days when traveling away from home. In those days few boys or young men had any
kind of neck-wear. A plain homespun shirt with no collar was worn.
This writer was not bothered with any kind of neck-wear till he was
nearly twenty years old. Men and boys all wore clothes made by wife
and mother.
Feminine clothes have undergone the greatest evolution, however,
since the sixties. This chronicler has a faint remembrance of the
hoop-skirt. I recall once to have seen one of my aunts dressed according to that mode. Necessarily the skirt was made very large at the
bottom and narrowed sharply to the waist. When the hoops were placed
under the skirt the circumference must have been in extreme cases
about eight feet a t the bottom. Almost every woman, young and old,
wore the hoop-skirt. In an old ledger kept by the father of Mr. W. P.
Blackwell of Greenbush are numerous entries of sales of hoop-skirts
to his customers. This was during the sixties and seventies. Milady,
also at that time, was especially fond of wearing ribbons. Her waist,
chest, arms o r hair were sure to be adorned with a bunch of fancycolored ribbons on all proper occasions. Wide-brimmed straw hats
decked with ribbons or artificial roses were common.
A little later the "bustle" came into vogue and was worn by all
the gentle sex. This was a spring-like arrangement placed a t the back
near the hips, which caused the skirt to stand out a t that point, forming a bustle. Its life as I remember it was of short duration. The
next important change in feminine attire was the full sleeve, which
was made very full and large, especially near the shoulders. I t must
have taken a yard or better f o r each sleeve.
After this came the slitted skirt and finally the short skirt so familiar to us to-day. The evolution from the hoop-skirt t o the short skirt
takes in the whole gamut of possibilities-a complete evolution.
AMUSEMENTS
AND ENTERTAINMENTS.
There were few amusements
or entertainments in the lives of our forbears. Every day was a workday. There were houses and barns to be built; fields to be cleared;
rails to be split and fences built, and a hundred other duties to be

