www.gagenweb.org

Copyright 2005
All Rights Reserved.

FAMILYRECORD:Rufus, (b. 1889), married Hettie Johnson. Children : Daphne, Morris, Willis, Bernard and Bernice (twins), J. D., Dan,
Paul, Virginia. John (b. 1890), married Lucile Logan. Ch: Ralph,
Billy, Wynnelle, Louise. Pauline (b. 1892), married A. T. Column. Ch :
Thomas, Hubert. Margaret, (b. 1893), Single. Robert, (b. 1895), married Mary Banks. ch: Roberta, Catherine, Leroy. Lillian, (b. 1898),
married J. M. Yayne. Gussie, (b. 1900), married Mr.A. Johnson. One
child: Mary Catherine. Susie, (b. 1903), married C. E. Coleman. One
child : Barbara Jean.

When the splendid ideals of a people were epitomized in an individual,

and that individual was a true son of the Old South, and one wKo was a
man of large vision, standing unflinchingly for the development of the
highest standard of citizenship and a
supporter of all movements for the
progress of his county-it is eminently fitting that James Ervin Patton,
benefactor t o this section, should be
featured in the History of Walker
county.
Mr. Patton was born in Transylvania county, North Carolina, July 5,
1855. He was the son of James and
Louisa Cynthia (Lowry) Patton,
grandson of Joseph Ervin and Jane
(Orr) Patton, of Scotch-Irish descent
-the immigrant ancestor having settled in Pennsylvania with his wife,
Margaret Patton.
His father was a plantation owner
and slave holder impoverished by the
War Between the States, while his
mother was a daugther of Colonel
James Lowry, wealthy planter and a
JAMES ERWIN PATTON
member of the North Carolina Legislature. His sisters were Ella Swain,
deceased, Mary Elizabeth of LaFayette and Jessie Adelaide, now Mrs.
John E. Shuford of Chattanooga, Tenn.
He was educated in the public schools of Walker county, and in his
younger days taught for some years.
In partnership with Joseph A. Miller, he entered the mercantile business a t LaFayette, Ga. When he retired in 1897 he had acquired a small
fortune.
4
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After two years of rest and travel, he with James P. Shattuck organized the Bank of LaFayette, the first bank in Walker county. Mr. Patton
was cashier 1899-1921; not only was he cashier, but he assumed the entire responsibility of the bank management with the advice of the president and directors.
His integrity of character was so high, and his rare executive ability
so great, that he enjoyed a wide circle of business associates who depended upon his sound judgment and conservative advice. His bank connection also brought him in contact with the industrial enterprises of
LaFayette.
He was one of the organizers, in 1891, of the Union Cotton Mills, of
which he was a director. He was foremost in establishing, in 1903, the
LaFayette Cotton Mills, and in 1904, the Walker County Hosiery Mills.
Of the LaFayette Cotton Mills he was president and ofl the Walker
County Hosiery Mills he was director until Mr. Shattuck's death when he
succeeded him as president.
Mr. Patton was also interested in the local telephone company and the
LaFayette Roller Mills. He served the city as mayor and as member of
the council several terms.
Mr. Patton was well informed on many subjects, being a great reader
of the best current and standard literature; also a close Bible student:
herein lay the strength of his mental, moral and spiritual development.
He was a prominent Mason, a Knight Templar, a Shriner, an Odd
Fellow and a member of the Improved Order of Redmen.
He was an active member of the Presbyterian church. An elder for
more than forty years, teacher of the men's Bible class, he was a loyal
churchman and vitally interested in its welfare and progress. He was
particularly interested in the young men of the county, many of whom
came to him for advice and assistance. Always easy of approach, once
his word was given it was to be depended upon.
He possessed great initiative, organizing ability and persistent perseverance; and his active influence was felt in almost every phase of his
city's life. His love for his county and homet,own, LaFayette, and his
confidence i n their future progress was unbounded. No standard was
regarded as too high by which to measure his interest in his community.
His deep concern for those in his employment was evinced by his providing community centers equipped with facilities for physical, social
and spiritual uplift. These people were also encouraged to beautify their
yards and gardens by the awards given each year by Mr. Patton for the
one adjudged most beautiful.
Mr. Patton was the promoter of almost every progressive movement
in LaFayette and Walker county during his life; yet in his modest and
retiring nature he kept his personality in the background, thinking only
of the success of the enterprise and the welfare of the people-giving
credit to others for the work he did himself. He would have spent every
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cent of his fortune, had i t been necessary, to carry forward to success his
plans and ideals.
He was married three times; first, October 23, 1883, t o Fannie Jackson, daughter of 2. W. and Eliza Anne Hill Jackson of Cartersville, Ga.,
who died in 1887, leaving a daughter, Mary Lou, wife of A. C. Whitehead of Atlanta, Ga. Mrs. Whitehead, by her first husband, N. C. Napier.
Znd, of LaFayette, Ga., had three children, James Patton, Frances Jackson, and Nathan Campbell, 3rd.
His second marriage was on August 8, 1889, to Eliza Venable, daughter of Sanford and Harriet Hill Venable of Cartersville, Ga., who died
in 1897, leaving a son, Thomas Venable Patton of Norfolk, Virginia, who
married Jessie Mae Smith of Atlanta, Ga. Their children are Thomas
Venable, Jr., and Betty Jane.
On September 20, 1899, Mr. Patton married Mrs. Margaret Moore
Sherrill, daughter of Colonel Williams Hamilton Moore and Mary Gudger
Moore of West Ashville, N. C., by whom he had two children, James
Moore Patton, banker, and Margaret Elizabeth, wife of Arthur Allen
Paty, Jr., of Chattanooga, Tenn. They have two children, Margaret
Paty, and Arthur Allen, 3rd.
Mr. Patton died a t Newell's Sanitarium, Chattanooga, Tenn., June
28, 1926. Here ended a life which had been faithful in detail, honest in
purpose, sincere in love for humanity with the prosperity which he visioned standing as a permanent testimony to his wisdom and foresight.
He always threw himself into the breach a t the crucial moment which
decided whether a thing is to be or not to be. J. E. Patton has gone from
us but his work lives.

By Lillian Thurman King.
The Thurman name is a very old one and the derivation, as given in
a Dictionary of English Surnames, is Thorman, Thurman, Thor,mund.
Thormond, Bapt. "The Son of Thormond," indicating that it is an AngloSaxon name.
As early as the twelfth century, Thurmans were living in England.
whence came the founder of the American branch, John Thurman, who
left England and came to Virginia some time prior to 1638. John Thurman and his son, John, are the first male members of the American
Thurman family of which we have authentic record, living in James
county, Virginia, in 1638. This family consisted of John Thurman, his
wife, Anne (Morecraft) Thurman, and three children, John, Jr., Elizabeth and Joan.
As the new counties in Virginia were erected and population spread
toward the Alleghenies and the Blue Ridge, Thurmans followed the westward #marchof civilization as Government records show them in a numVisit - http://www.gagenweb.org
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ber of counties, some going down into the Carolinas. One family settled
in Anson County, North Carolina, where Philip Thurman was born November 15, 1757. Other children were born there. Later, this family is
found in Cheraw District, South Carolina, and Philip, just 18, is a Revolutionary soldier, and his brother, Benjamin, is furnishing supplies for
Continental and Militia use. Benjamin furnished money to the Government in 1780-1781 and 1782. ("Salley's Revolutionary Claims of South
Carolina and Pension Records.") Both the South Carolina and Virginia
families took prominent part in the Revolutionary War, as we have records of soldiers in almost every branch.
The first census of United States, 1790, shows both Philip and Benjamin Thurman as heads of families in Cheraw District, South Carolina.
Philip remained there for some years, finally coming to Anderson county,
East Tennessee, and a few years later to Bledsoe county, Tennessee, together with his wife, Kesiah, and their eleven children. Some years later
Joe and Wesley Thurman (the former marrying Eliza Smith and the
latter Malinda Hicks) sons of Ephriam (7th child of Philip and Kesiah)
and Rosa Rodgers Thurman, moved to Walker county, Georgia, from
Sequatchie county, Tennessee. They have descendants now living in
Walker county. The late Oliver M. Thurman was a son of Joe Thurman.
Benjamin Thurman and his wife, Julia Shumate, daughter of William
Shumate, Revolutionary soldier and descendant of French Hugenots, together with their seventeen children, remained in South Carolina a t the
home built prior to the Revolution. This home burned a few years ago,
but the farm is still in a good state of preservation and the old mill and
other marks can be located. Near this home is the family cemetery where
both Benjamin and Julia are buried. Benjamin died in 1840, Julia in
1846.
David Thurman, son of Benjamin, was educated a t Yanceyville, North
Carolina, after which he joined the South Carolina Methodist Conference.
There were many preachers in the different branches and generations of
. the family and we find Thurmans always taking a leading part in church
affairs. The first Sunday school in the state of Virginia was established
in 1817 by John Thurman, son of Richard. John's brother, Richard, Jr.,
known in Lynchburg as "Uncle Thurman," was said to have had as much
influence as a minister and he, with other officials of the Methodist church,
always sat inside the altar.
In 1826 three sons of Benjamin Thurman, John, William and David,
together with David's wife, Lavina, and three children, David, Jr., (b)
November 8, 1819 ; Lucy, (b) 1821; Jane, (b) 1823, came to Georgia and
David located where the city of Atlanta now stands. John settled somewhere in what is now Fulton county. William established a home near
Fort Walker, then in Henry county. He lived here until his death a t
the age of ninety-two years. He was the father of seven sons and six
daughters, all of the sons having sewed as soldiers of the Confederacy
in the War Between the $tates.

Visit - http://www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

Copyright 2005
All Rights Reserved.

David Thurman, Sr., died in 1831. Lavina reared her five childrentwo more having been born after the family moved to Georgia-and lived
in Atlanta until her death in 1864.
David Thurman, Jr., eldest son of David and Lavina, married Margaret Boyles, born in North Carolina February 24, 1824, daughter of
Enoch and Nancy Boyles, and lived in Marthasville (now Atlanta) until
1855, when they sold their home there and moved t u Walker county,
Georgia, where they purchased a farm in Shinbone Valley from Mr.
Joshua Martin. David Thurman lived here until his death, with the exception of a short time spent a t Athens, Tennessee, where he moved t o
send the children to school. David Thurman, Jr., like his father, was a
Methodist preacher. He was licensed to preach in 1849. He then took
work from the Conference serving as supply on circuits. He was ordained a deacon in 1863 by Bishop James 0. Andre and an elder by Bishop Levi Scott. He was a man of strong individuality and sterling qualities. He was a well rounded man. He had a great soul; a good mind; a
big heart. He was a kind father, interested in the temporal and spiritual
welfare of his children to the last. He was always ready t o help any
good cause to promote the best interest of the community. His home
was considered the home of Methodist preachers. Many an itinerant's
heart was cheered by his bright fireside.
David Thurman died August 16, 1889. Margaret Thurman died
March, 1902.
Following are the names of children and grandchildren of David and
Margaret Thurman: Nancy Elizabeth, (b) December 1, 1844, married
Jack Bankston; children: Margaret and Edward. Mary Emma, (b)
August 5, 1860, (m) Reverend Hugh Boyd September 5, 1878, died in
Olean, New York, February, 1928; children : Florence, Clark, Anna and
Hugh. Lucy Alice, (b) July 1, 1864, (m) Jerome Clarkson November
12, 1879, died in Chattanooga, Tennessee, August 10, 1898; children:
William, Eula, Fanny, Ethel, Deforest and Pluma Lee. Fanny Carrington, (b) September 10, 1868, (m) -Alonzo Agnew January 30, 1889; children: Ew, Lena, Margaret, Isabel, James and Robert. Benjamin
Franklin, (b) January 10, 1844, (m) Martha McConnell December 24,
1865; children : Stella, Julia and Annie. William Melville, (b) August
17, 1845, (m) lst, Ann Day; 2nd, Josie Shields; children : Betty, Alice
and Deforest; 3rd, Amanda Boyles; children: James and Emma; 4th,
Florrie Smith ; children : Fred, Duke and Julia. David Clark, (b) August
21, 1851, (m) Adelia MeShaw ; children: Lois, Judson, Blanche and Emmett. John Thomas, (b) June 5, 1856, (m) Sallie Martin, November 11.
1879; children : Leola, Pauline and Eugene. Enoch Lewis, (b) September
21, 1858, (m) Lula Cassidy August 3, 1882; children: David Russell, Ray
Vaughn, Lillian, Amanda Lee, Lucile, Roy, Edna 'and Maude.
Lula Cassidy Thurman is a descendant of early Walker county families, she being a daughter of Russell M. and Amanda Wall Cassidy. The
Cassidy family, originally from Virginia, came to Walker county from
e
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Tennessee. Russell Cassidy was a Confederate soldier, serving in Company G, Ninth Georgia Regiment.
Amanda Wall was a daughter of Wilburn and Clarissa Wall, who came
to Walker county in 1837 from Spartanburg, South Carolina. Wilblurn
was a son of Robert Wall, born in Wilkes county, North Carolina, in 1777.
Wilburn's mother was a sister of Colonel Clark. Robert Wall was a son
of Jonathan, Revolutionary soldier, born in Prince Georges county, Maryland, in 1744. The Wall family was of Scotch descent, but Jonathan's
wife, whose maiden name was Kilbee, came from Germany.
On her maternal side Lula Cassidy Thurman is a descendant of .John
Blackwell, Revolutionary soldier and an early settler in Walker county.
The early American ancestor of John Blackwell came from Gloucester,
England, in 1656 and settled with land patent for 4000 acres in Northurnberland and Westmoreland counties, Virginia.
Enoch Lewis Thurman died August 7, 1906.
John Thurman, who lives a t the old home, and Fanny Thurman
Agnew, also a resident of Walker county, are the only living children of
David and Margaret Thurman.

Benjamin Franklin Thurman, eldest son of the Rev. David and Mrs.
Margaret Thurman, was born in Marthasville (now Atlanta), Georgia,
January 10, 1844. On his father's side he was descended from a prominent South Carolina family of Hugenot extraction.
In 1855, the Reverend Mr. Thurman purchased a farm in Shinbone
valley, Walker county, and for more than three quarters of a century
that has been the family home. Theirs was a godly home; the family
altar was always maintained; the Word of God was loved and honored,
and was taught to the children. Years after when making speeches,
whether Sunday school, fraternal, or political, words of Scripture seemed
always upon Frank Thurman's lips.
In this environmeot, Frank Thurman grew up. He attended such
schools as those times afforded, gaining what knowledge he could; although his education continued throughout his life, for he was always a
student. He possessed unusual mentality, and many natural gifts. These
combined with broad sympathies and deep sincerity made him a moat
helpful citizen.
Though but a youth of seventeen and a half years, in 1861 he volunteered as a soldier with the army of the Confederacy, and he "gallantly
wore the gray" until 1865 when, with Lee a t Appomattox, arms were
laid down, and he turned his steps homeward.
His n'one too robust constitution had been weakened by the hardships
and exposure of war; but with undaunted spirit he labored, tilling the
soil for several years.
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December 24th, 1865, he was married to Miss Martha McConnell,
daughter of Joshua and Caroline McConnell, who was his devoted companion for thirty-eight years until death separated them.
From this union were born four daughters, tliree of whom lived to
maturity. The eldest, Stella Leona, was married to Edward L. Jackson,
son of a prominent Bartow county family. Dying in early young womanhood, Mrs. Jackson left two sons who grew into splendid young manhood ;
the elder, Zimri Thurman Jackson, is a successful furniture dealer of
Tampa, Florida. The other, Carl Southard Jackson, is a leading citizen
and business man of Calhoun, Georgia.
Mr. Thurman's third daughter, Julia Edna, was married to Frank 0.
Fariss, son of the beloved and honored Dr. D. C. Fariss of LaFayette, Ga.
The youngest daughter, Annie Frank, who is her father's namesake,
is a Bible teacher in the public schools of Chattanooga, Tennessee.
In the early eighties, Mr. Thurman moved with his family to LaFayette, Georgia, where for many years he was a successful and popular merchant.
Frank Thurman was a statesman. Hie political career was noteworthy. He served in the Georgia Legislature in 1888-89-90; 1903-4.
For his labor in the introduction, and passage, of the "Ten Trustee Bill,"
for the State Insane Asylum, Mr. Thurman was presented by the Legislature with a handsome gold headed cane. In 1908 he was re-elected by
his friends of the county without solicitation. In 1911-12 he was again
in legislative halls, but. after this, failing health forbade further public
service.
Mr. Thurman also served on the board of County Commissioners in
Walker for a number of years; and on the board of Education for twenty
years.
Equally brilliant was Mr. Thurman's career a s a Mason. Besides
serving as Master of Western Lodge for several years he held the office
of Grand Junior Deacon for fifteen years and Grand Chaplain of the
Grand Lodge of Georgia for three years.
His mind was keenly alert, and his knowledge and interest in world
affairs was wide and varied.
Best of all, Mr. Thurman was a Christian. Although for many years
he struggled against a hopeless disease, his invincible spirit never failed.
When the evening shadows lengthened, with living faith in the finished
work of Christ, his Saviour, he calmly awaited the home call. This came
December 17, 1 9 1 6 t h e n his brave spirit took its flight. The battle was
over: He had "Fought a good fight, had finished his course, had kept the
Faith."
Quoting from a very beautiful tribute written by his esteemed friend,
Attorney-General George M. Napier, and published in the Masonic Herald, after Mr. Thurman's death: "As a youth he enlisted in the armies
of the 'Lost Cause' and was in the regiments of men who wore the gray
a
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on many a crimson field of battle. To him was given the distinction of
being with that matchless commander of modern times, Robert E. Lee,
when he surrendered the remnant of his unconquered heroes.
"Taking up the peaceful pursuits of fife, Brother Thurman endeared
himself to all by his kindness, courtliness, and genuine sincerity. He
established a name for probity and virtue which was his crowning
achievement.
"As citizen, churchman, legislator, and Mason, he won many honors,
and he held the esteem of all men.''

"For more than 500 years the Blackwell family have been among
the first gentry of Cloucester county, England. Our American ancestor,
Joseph Blackwell, came to America and located with a land patent for
4,000 acres in Westmoreland and Cumberland Counties, Virginia, in
1656. Their coat of arms was one of the most distinguished in the
Book of Heraldry.
The children of Joseph Blackwell were, Samuel, born 1680. Samuel's son Samuel, born 1710, William b. 1713, (He was first sheriff of
Tanquire County, Virginia), Joseph b. 1715, Elizabeth b. 1717, Hannah
b. 1721. (Record from St. Stephen's parish register, North Cumberland
County.) Samuel built t h e mansion in 1788 on a branch of Potomac
Ricer-the old building burned about 1907. The farm (not the 4,000
acres), has passed from father to son without a break, and Edward
resides there now.
The will of Joseph Blackwell, recorded in Tanquire county, in 1787,
names nine children, among them Captain John Blackwell, b. 1755, whg
was captain in Revolutionary War, and was General Washington's chief
quartermaster. His sons, James and John, moved to Lewisburg and Halifax county, Va., a t the close of the Revolutionary War, later moving to
Greenville and Rutherford county, North Carolina."-From
History of
Blackwell Family.
Rev. John Blackwell of Rutherford County, N. C., a Baptist minister
and Revolutionary soldier, who fought a t the battle of King's Mountain,
married a Glenn, and reared a large family in Rutherford County, later
moving to Walker county, Geotgia, he became one of the first settlers in
beautiful Broomtown valley. He preached his last sermon in 1839 at the
Coosa Baptist Association a t Mount Harmony church, now Menlo, Georgia. Several of his children came to Georgia with him, viz., Thomas, who
lived and died a t his old home place after rearing a large family. Another son, Jeremiah Glenn, born in North Carolina in 1803, died 1884,
who married Peggy Ann McWilliams, sister to some of the pioneer McWilliams of West Armuchee. To this union were born three sons, (I),
George W. Blackwell who enlisted in the Confederate Army from Chattooga County, and served in Company F. 8th Reg. 3rd Brig., Ga. State
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Troops, being first Lieutenant of his Company, later promoted to Captain of Company D, 34th Ga. Inf. He was killed in 1865 while returning home from war and within three miles of his father's home, being
killed by some unknown party, (A note attached to his person, when
found, stated that he was killed through misapprehension, he being
supposed to be another person, and killed by mistake).
(2). James M. Blackwell (1831-1878), married (1) Susan E. Campbell (1846-1871). Children : William Pelham, b. 1869 ; James (18701871). (2) Georgia Ann McWilliams, dau. of William McWilliams.
One child, Carl Glenn (1877-1927).
James M. Blackwell, subject of this sketch, merchant, teacher, and
Confederate soldier, was one of the early teachers of the county, having taught a t Pleasant Hill in West Armuchee in the early fifties. Many
of the children of that beautiful and fertile valley were taught by him
the rudiments of an education. Some specimens of his handwriting and
spelling show him to have been no mean scholar. During the latter
fifties he was engaged in merchandising a t Greenbush, and was thus
employed when the toxin of war sounded. Enlisting in the Confederate
States Army, he served, throughout t h a t bloody conflict, and a t its
close was employed as manager of the store of the Trion Manufacturing Company for ten years, after which he again took up merchandising
a t Greenbush where he remained till his death, after which his two sons,
W. P. and Carl, continued in business till the latter's death, leaving the
former the only surviving child.
William P., married (I.), Dora, (1871-1921), dau. of A. H. and Amanda (McWilliams) Neal. (2), Rebecca, d a ~ of
. Edward A. and Mary
(Neal) Bomar. Later he sold his interest in the merchandising business and has for some years devoted his time and energy to farming,
being one of the progressive growers of his section, a s also, prominently identified with county affairs, being jury commissioner for a number of years, and recently nominated as a member of the Board of
Roads and Revenue.
To his first marriage one child, William P. Jr., was born (1903).
W. P. Jr., received his early training in the common schools of the
county, later attending the Berry schools a t Rome and finally graduated from the Georgia School of Technology, class 1924. He has for several years held a responsible position with the Illinois Power and
Light Corporation, Cwcago, Ill.
(3). William Pinkney Blackwell, youngest son of Jeremiah Glenn
Blackwell, born 1836, died 1921 at Mineola, Texas, a t the age of 85
years, was a sterling citizen and true Confederate soldier. He served
in Company D. 34th Ga. Inf. of which his brother George W. was cap*
tain.
At the age of 19 this sturdy son of the Old South made his way
to San Francisco, going by way of New York, thence to Panama, he
crossed the Isthmus and took vessel again to the gold fields where he remained for two years, working in the gold mines, and bringing home sev-
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era1 nuggets of gold which are prized possessions of his descendants to
this day. Returning from California on horse-back with two companions,
James Ponder and Marion McWilliams, after untold hardships, being
menaced on all sides by hostile Indians and wild beasts of the Rockies and
Plains, suffering from hunger and thirst much of the time, they finally
reached home safe and sound. He married Delilah Jane Caldwell and settled on Duck Creek in Walker county, Georgia, where he remained one of
the first citizens of the county till 1894 when the old Western urge conquered him again and he moved to Wood county, Texas, where he died
in 1921. He reared seven children, the oldest, Dr. W. M. Blackwell, was
a prominent physician of Walker and Chattooga counties for many years.

Robert McGrady Pittman was born in Gordon County, Georgia, in
1846 and died at his home near Villanow in Walker County in 1930. He
was of French, English and Scotch-Irish lineage. His Pittman ancestry is traceable to Denmark from which they left in the fourteenth century and settled in England in Monmouthshire on the Welsh border
where some of them later held high official and military positions.
The Pittmans were divided in opinion in England during the Puritan Revolution. Some were followers of the ill-fated Charles; others
were with Cromwell. When King Charles was be-headed three Pittman brothers came to America with a cavalier emigration and landed
a t Jarnestown, Virginia. One of these went to the northern colonies,
one remained in Virginia and one came t o the f a r south. R. M. Pittman
is a descendant of the one who remained in Virginia.
R. M. Pittman was the son of Henry Hardin Pittman who was the
son of Jeffrey Pittman who was the son of John Pittman, Jr., who was
the son of John Pittman who with his wife, Mary Rowe Pittman, moved
from Amelia County, Virginia, to South Carolina and then moved from
Edgefield District, South Carolina, in 1771, and Joined the Baptist Colony headed by the celebrated Reverend Daniel Marshall and settled on
the Kiokee creek, St. Paul's Parish, afterwards Richmond County, Georgia, and still later cut off into Columbia County, Georgia. John Pittman, Jr., married a daughter of Reverend Daniel Marshall. Among his
other descendants was Judge Daniel Pittman, Ordinary of Fulton County for twenty years.
R. M. Pittman's grandmother Pittman was a Hardin of French descent, her parents having come to America a s a result of the persecution of the French Huguenots. Mr. Pittrnan's mother, Nancy Barnwell
Pittman, was a daughter of R. M. Barnwell, a direct descendant of Lord
O'Barnwell of Ireland, and Judith Byrd. Judith Byrd was a direct descendant of William Byrd who inherited, by will, the site of Richmond,
Virginia, from his paternal grandfather, Captain Stagg. Among the
other descendants of William Byrd of Richmond, Virginia, are the fa-
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mous Governor Byrd of Virginia and the renowned explorer Richard
Byrd. Among the well known descendants of the emigrant Pittman
who remained in Virginia is Senator Key Pittman of Nevada.
R. M. Pittman had twelve brothers and sisters, some of whom died
young. Mr. Pittman grew to manhood in Gordon County and became
a farmer.
Too young for military duty a t the beginning of hostilities during
the Civil War, Mr. Pittman later enlisted in service a s a volunteer messenger under orders of General Wofford to carry dispatches throughout northwest Georgia. 'This was a very delicate and dangerous undertaking because of the presence of Federal troops throughout the seetion through which he travelled as messenger, and the fact that, if apprehended, he might have been taken a s a spy and summarily dealt
with. After the Civil War he returned to Gordon County where he
found the savings and the property of his people to have been swept
away in Sherman's march to the sea.
In 1879 he married Leila Thomas, daughter of Phillip and Mary
Dickerson Thomas who were both natives of Danville, Virgkia, and of
Welsh descent. Phillip Thomas belonged to the famous Thomas family of Virginia which claims, a s one of its offsprings, General Thomas,
commonly known a s "The Rock of Chickamauga". The Dick'nson, or
Dickerson, family is also famous in Virginia history. Mrs. Pittman is
also connected with the celebrated Jefferson and Carter families of
Virginia. Mrs. Re M. Pittman now resides a t LaFayette, Georgia.
To the union between Robert McGrady Pittman and Leila Thomas
were born twelve children, all of whom grew to m d u r o t y and eleven of
whom are still in life. In 1902 this large family moved from Gordon
County to Walker C o u ~ t yand located in East Armuchee Valley where,
by arduous labor and skillful management, the education of all his children was completed.
Mr. Pittman was a member of the *Methodist Church and a Mason.
He was quiet, unassuming and modest, and a man of rare fine character. The character and spirit of both parents is reflected in the achievements of their children, for whom they struggled and to whom all the
labor of their lives was dedicated.
The record of the children is a s follows:
Annie, educated a t Fairmount High School; LaGrange College
and Georgia State College for teachers. Married Professor W. De
Greene (1875-1915). Teacher for many years; now principal of Linwood School, LaFayette, Georgia. Mother of two children.
Sudie, (1881-1931), educated Fairmount h i g h School ; LaGrange
Female College. Married Doctor J. A. Shields, a practicing physic:an
of Walker county for many years, and who now resides in LaFayette.
Mother of four children.
Rufus Willard, educated Berry School and Draughan's Business ColVisit - http://www.gagenweb.org
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lege. Married lone Miller of Seminole, Texas. He served one or more
terms as County Judge of Gaines County, Texas, and is now County
School Superintendent and a ranchman of Seminole, Texas. He is the
father of eight children. .
Claude Cleveland, educated a t Reinhardt College Waleska, Georgia;
Emory University, Ph.B. 1912; University of Georgia, B.L. 1915. Served
as State Senator from Bartow County; Solicitor General of the Cherokee Circuit 1924-1927. Judge of the Cherokee Judicial Circuit, to which
he was appointed in 1927 as a successor of Judge M. C. Tarver who left
that office for Congress, and after filling the unexpired term of Judge
M. C. Tarver he was elected to the same position which he retains now.
Married Emily Daves of Cartersville, Georgia. Father of three children.
Griff Edward, educated at Reinhardt College, and Berry School at
Rome. Cashier of the First National Bank of Ocilla, Georgia. Married
Chester Wilbanks. He is the father of two children.
Rena, educated a t Reinhardt College; single; lives with mother in
LaFayette.
Floy, educated Reinhardt College; Georgia State College for Teachers; Peabody College of Nashville, and University of Chattanooga;
married Charles Henry Hillhouse of Sylvester, Georgia, (1890-1928).
She has one living child. She is now principal of Fairyland School on
Lookout Mountain.
Mary, educated Reinhardt College; Columbia University; Universit y of Tennessee; University of Georgia, and Birmingham-Southern A.
B. Married Carl Franklin of Adairsville, Georgia. She is now principal of Miramar Public Schools, o m of the largest and most modern
public schools of Miami, Florida.
Ross Henry, educated Seminole High School, Seminole, Texas, and
Young Harris College, Young Harris, Georgia. Married Nannie Rainey
of Villanow, Georgia. He is in business in LaFayette with ShieldsHawkins-Pittman Chevrolet Company.
Robert Carter, educated Reinhardt College; Emory University;
of Georgia, A. B. (1922), and Columbia University, New York City, B. L.
(1927), single. Practicing Attorney-at-Law, of Dalton, Georgia. ROSS
and Carter are Veterans of the World War.
Helen and Lucile, (twins), educated LaFayette High School, Reinhardt College, and Edmonson Business College, Chattanooga, Tennessee. Helen married Nelson Ward of Miami, Florida, and has one child.
Lucile married Harry Sheldon of Bridgeton, New Jersey.
The combined school-years represented in the education of these
children is one hundred and fifty-three years. When Mr. Pittman died
he left no assets save his investments in the education of his children,
which represented quite a large fortune, and a good name. Of the
twelve children, eight have been teachers a t different times, some of
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them for many years. Many of them have materially aided in their own
education and , i n the education of others. This is a brief story of a
family that is remarkable in many respects.

The American people have always been more concerned about the
present and future than the past, therefore family records have been
neglected. This sketch begins with an epitaph on a tombstone in the
McFarland graveyard, as follows: "John Buie MacFarland born of
Scotch parentage January l l t h , 1765, in Cumberland County, N. C., died
January 19th, 1846."
John Buie remained in his native state following the avocations
of farming and school teaching till about the year 1804, when he wi,th
his wife, Sally Ann Gorden, and their four small children moved to
Tatnall County, Georgia. Here he reared a large family.
In the year 1832 his second and third sons, Xanders Gorden McFarland and Thomas Gorden McFarland came to what is now Rossville,
which was then in Cherokee county, to survey and did survey the
ninth district and fourth section, now in Walker and Catoosa counties. Being pleased with the country and having the hereditary Scottish trait on finding a good thing, "to set down by it," they returned in
1835 t o settle. Here they engaged in the mercantile business, selling
goods to the Indians and the few white settlers. They also conducted
the postoffice known a s Rossville, the said office antedating the Chattanooga office. I n a few years their father with the remainder of the
family consisting of the younger son, Columbus, and five daughters
came to settle in this "garden spot."
The elder of the two brothers, X. G. McFarland, married Lucy A.
Boyle of Chattooga County in the year 1839 to which union were born
ten children, nine living to maturity. The eldest son, Chappell, lost his
life in the battle of Missionary Ridge. The next son, Buie, was wounded in the battle of Atlanta. After the war he took advantage of his
limited educational opportunities and in the year 1870 joined the North
Georgia Conference of the M. E. Church South in which he remained
till his death in 1885. Of the remaining three sons, two were ministers.
The younger brother, T. G. McFarland, about the year 1846 married
Elizabeth Anderson of Sequatchie Valley, Tennessee. To this union
were born six children, five of whom lived to years of maturity. The
eldest son, Anderson, saw service for a short time in the Confederate
Army. He engaged in the mercantile business in Chattanooga for a
number of years; was the first mayor of Rossville; the other two sons,
Foster and John, afterward held the same position besides other responsible offices,-John being N. P. & J. P. for a quarter of a century
till his untimely death in 1911.
The two pioneer brothers, X. G. and T. G. both represented their
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county in the General Assembly, as also did one each of their sons, James
and Foster, respectively.
The McFarlands were opposed to secession and voted against it,
but when their state seceeded they espoused the cause of the South
wholeheartedly, every member of the CLAN from 16 to 55 joining the
"STARS AND BARS." As captain of a company, Columbus McFarland
served until the fall of Fort Donaldson..
The two brothers, main characters in this sketch, deserve much
credit for their careful, painstaking work in surveying and marking
the ninth district and fourth section. Though opposite in a number of
ways, they lived and worked in cordial relationship for over half a century, serving their community, their county and state, until the autumn
of 1887 at the ripe old age of 85 and 84, they were gathered to their
fathers. It is the sincere desire of the writer of this article, that their
posterity may forget their faults emulate their virtues, and with upright living and honorable dealing serve God and mankind.
(Note-This sketch was prepared and submitted by William Crawford McFarland, one of the five song of X. G. McFarland. A few weeks
later he passed to his reward-(July 1932).

MATTHEWWHITFIELDSPEARMAN,
M.D.
Dr. M. W. Spearman, physician and surgeon, was born Feb. 6,1881,
on a farm three miles north of Shady Dale, Jasper County, Ga. He received his early education in the schools of Shady Dale, and afterward
attended the State Normal School at Athens, Georgia, receiving from
that institution his L. I. degree in 1900. He taught for the next five
years and having an ambition for the field of medicine entered Emory
University, where he was graduated in 1911 as Doctor of Medicine and
for the next year was an interne in Grady Hospital in Atlanta, and
then took location a t Dexter, Georgia, in 1914.
Dr. Spearman successfully practiced his chosen profession in these
until the year 1918, when he removed to his present address a t Chickamauga, Georgia, where he enjoys a lucrative practice and is also associated with the physicians of Chattanooga, having access to the hospitals of that city; thus enabling him to enlarge his usefulness to his
community and patients.
Dr. Spearman has been signally honored by the medical fraternity
of his state, being chosen president of Walker County Medical Society,
vice president of the Chattanooga District Medical Society and in addition is a member of the Georgia State Medical Society and the Southern and American Medical Association. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the Methodist Episcopal church, South.
Matthew Whitfield Spearman, Sr., father of Dr. Spearman, was born
in Shady Dale, Jasper County, Georgia, in 1843. When he was of military age he enlisted in the cause of the Confederacy, joining the 44th
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Regiment of Georgia Infantry and fought with distinction for the
cause of the South until captured in 1864, being sent to prison a t Fort
Delaware where he remained a s a prisoner till the close of the war.
M. W. Spearman, sr., was a man of sterling qualities, abstaining
through life from intoxicating liquors and never allowing profanity to
pass his lips. He was a t all times worthy of the name of one of Georgia's best citizens and devoted his life to farming at the old home. He
died in 1917, age seventy-four.
Dr. M. W. Spearman was the son of Matthew Whitfield Spearman and
Julia Lavinia (Geiger) Spearman. The mother was born in Cuthbert,
Georgia, in 1859, and is now residing in Shady Dale, a t the old home so
long owned by the family.
Gabriel Toombs Spearman, father of Matthew Whitfield Spearman,
sr., was born in Heard County, Georgia, in 1853. Gabriel Toombs
Spearman was a minister of the Methodist Church, South, and preached
in Jasper County until his death in 1868. His wife was Martha Ledbetter a native of Georgia. Gabriel was a son of Thomas Spearman, a
native of Virginia, and his father, John Spearman, in company with his
brother to the new world, settling in the Old Dominion prior to the Revolutionary War.

-

While the name is often spelled Blalock, this is not the correct spelling according to the etymology of the word. It comes from an obsolete
adjective-blay-meaning
ash-colored, and the noun, lock, referring to
hair, and means "ash-colored hair." Thus it comes down to us who bear
it from Anglo-Saxon days.
Just when the Blaylocks first crossed the ocean to America is problematical. but was likely about the middle of the eighteenth century along
with that great movement of people from the north of Ireland, settling
first in Pennsylvania and a generation or so later moving southward into
Virgin'a and the Carolinas. seeking greater freedom. and a land where
they might worship God according t o the dictates of their conscience.
Arriving in the Old North State, the first Blaylock to purchase land
in Lincoln county was David Blaylock. who boueht land. accord;nc to old
records, on July 21. 1777. He was the father of John Blaylock who came
to Georgia with his w'fe, Mary Eaton. about 1822, and settled in what
is now Fulton county, but was a t that time a part of Fayette county.
John and Mary's home was located where the city of Atlanta now stands.
The records show that J. L. (John) Blaylock. who was a son of John and
Mary Eaton Blaylock, was a pioneer citizen of 'Favette county and was a
representative from that county to the Secession Convention a t Milledgeville.
- The children of John and Mary numbwed eight. but all their names
are not known. Those we do know were Henry, who was ancestor of the
Visit - http://www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

Copyright 2005
All Rights Reserved.

Blaylocks living in and around Chickamauga, Georgia, and other sections
of Walker county, and David, who was born in North Carolina, February
14, 1818, coming with his parents to Georgia about 1822. He married
Caroline Beatty in 1824 to which union were born 11 children. One
daughter, Mary, married William Tucker; Jane married a Thornton and
went West, and a son, William, was living in Walker county in 1850.
Henry, who was born about 1825, grew to manhood and became a
blacksmith. About 1847 he married Annie Tucker, to which union were
born John T., William, Martha Jane,
~
Robert, and
Matilda, ~ e n A.i (Tip),
three who died in infancy. Like a
great many other citizens of the county Henry Blaylock was opposed to secession and this opposition often
brought him into conflict with those
who favored it. Thus it happened that
he became allied with that group of
citizens who supported the Union.
Because of this he was taken by the
Gatewood raiders and carried some
miles from his home and shot t o death.
His son, Henry A. (Tip), grew to
manhood near Crawfish Spring and
became a farmer. In early life he
was converted and allied himself
with the Methodist Episcopal church,
which alliance he maintained to his
death. For more than half a century
he was devoted to his church, supporting i t by his presence and influence as
well as his means a s f a r as he was
able, and even sometimes beyond his
H.A. (TIP) BLAYLOCK
ability. During most of this time he
was a tenant farmer and on Sunday morning he made it his duty to
take his family and repair to church for the worship of God. With his
large family he might be seen in a two-horse wagon on his way to
church. His home was the minister's home, and he was always delighted
to entertain his friends and neighbors. He became a local minister of
his church and was very acceptable as a minister on any occasion. He
was powerful in prayer and a constant reader of God's word.
In 1879 he married Corrie, daughter of Gilford and Margaret (Scarborough) Sartain, their children being ten; viz., Sidney F. (1881) ; Sallie (1882) ; Henry (1885-1906) ; Sim Monroe (1886) ; Charles D. (1891) ;
Paul (1893) ; Edward (1896) ; Allen (1898) ; Edith (1900) ; Earl (1906).
Henry A. (Tip) died in 1927 and was buried a t Chickamauga. His
widow, though growing feeble, still remains, and is the idol of all the
children.
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Charles David Blaylock, son of H. A. and Corrie Blaylock, was born
on Easter Sunday, March 29, 1891, near Chickamauga, Ga. Attended the
public schools of Walker county and the high school a t Chickamauga;
taught a t Pond Spring 1910, and principal of the Plainville, Ga., school
1911-12.
Appointed clerk in the Rossville, Ga., post office under Civil Service
May 27, 1912, and was connected with that work till Feb. 6, 1918, being
secretary of the Civil Service Board of Examiners. Feb. 6, 1917, was
granted-leave of absence to enter military service during World War. He
entered as a private but was promoted
to the commissioned ranks Oct. 18,
1918, and assigned to duty a s Q.M. of
General Hospital No. 19, Azalia, N. C.,
(later changed to Oteen), where he
served till his discharge Oct. 19, 1919.
He was then employed as custodian of
supplies of the construction divis :on
of the army, as a civilian a t Oteen, N.
C., which position terminated in July,
1920. Following this he held various
positions a s auditor, and a s general
manager for Swift and Company in
the Greenwood, S. C., territory till
June, 1922, when he accepted a position with the Greenwood Creamery
Company as sales and service manager, which position he now holds.
Mr. Blaylock is active as a citizen
in all that tends to progress, and is an
ardent church worker in the M. E.
Church, South.
CHARLES D. BLAYLOCK
After the Armistic he married
Gertrude Tretter Koons, a Red Cross nurse, who was on duty at Oteen.
They have two children; Charles Sidney, born Nov. 9, 1919, and Gertrude Louise, born June 1, 1921.
He was discharged from the Army with a permanent disability and
since then Congress has enacted legislation that has retired him as an
Emergency Retired Army officer.

MILES R. HAMMOND.
I

The Hammonds came from England about the middle of the 17th century. The family tradition says there were three brothers who fought
under Cromwell and who fled for their lives when royalty was restored
following some years the death of the Lord Proprietor who died in 1658,
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sailing for America from Ireland soon after. Arrived in the new world
the descendants of these brothers took part in the American Revolution,
the grandfather of the subject of this sketch having fought under General Marion, according to family tradition.
Miles R. Hammond was born in 1823, in what was a t the time the
Indian Nation, afterward organized into Forsythe county. His father,
Elijah, came from South Carolina. His mother was a Gentry. He was
one of twelve children and was brought up amid the frontier conditions
prevailing throughout Cherokee Georgia a century ago. These conditions
we are prone to look upon as severe and uncouth, and compared with our
present mode of life they may be so; but there were elements in them
that tended to develop stamina, fortitude and character in our forbears.
There were two outstanding traits in the character of Miles Hammond: Piety and Honesty. He was devotedly a Christian. A deacon in
the Baptist church till his death, he was faithful to his church both in
attendance and support as far as he was able. This he inherited from his
father. He often related how his father, after spreading his homely fare
on the ground for the mid-day meal in the field or woods where he was
laboring with hia children, would call the boys around the viands and
return thanks to the good All-Father for the food, often with tears in
his eyes. His honesty. He not only met his own obligations but insisted
on his employees, of whom during his life he had numerous, paying their
debts; and if they failed to do so usually lost their places as workmen
with him. Profanity and drunkenness were other vices with which he
had no patience, and which, if persisted in, meant dismissal from his employ*
In 1844 he married Catherine Currie (1819-1893). who was of Scotch
descent and was of staunch Presbyterian stock. To this union were born
nine children, namely: Mary Jane, M. M., died in infancy, D. J., Sarah
C., I. Rebecca, E. A*, J. H., A. N., and C. J. Of these J. H. and C. J.
have lived practically all their lives in Walker county. These two brothers
are, as brothers should be, quite chummy. They are often, as occasion
permits, seen walking, or riding or conversing together.
Miles R. Hammond was a carpenter-contractor. From a mere boy he
was engaged in carpentering and later in life employed many workmen
in building bridges, jails, mills, and other public constructions. Thus it
was when the Civil war came on he was exempt from military service
since he was interested in milling, and during the latter part of the war
he often worked day and night grinding to supply the needs of the people
as well as for the Confederacy.
(1). Dr. J. H. Hammond was born in 1856, i n Chattooga county. He
was trained under his father's tutelage as a carpenter, meanwhile attending the community schools when in session till he was of age, when
he took a course in medicine. He first attended the medical department
of the State University, later going to the Jefferson Medical College at
Philadelphia, where he received his degree in 1883. Returning to Walker
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county he began practise a t LaFayette, where he remained two years,
going thence to Monroe, Georgia, for two years, after which he returned to
LaFayette where he has since lived, spending his life as a practising
physician throughout Walker and adjoining counties. In 1912 he took a
post graduate course a t Polyclinic, Philadelphia. In 1921, he was named
Health Commissioner for the county under the Ellis Health Law, and
for ten years he has served in that capacity most acceptably to all concerned.
Dr. Hammond is a Baptist, Mason, Knight-Templar and Shriner. Also,
member of the Eastern Star Chapter-a full-fledged Mason. He has the
respect and confidence of all who know him.
In 1886 he married R. Loudie Fariss, born 1856; daughter of Dr. D.
C. Fariss and Eliza Ann (Moore) Fariss, to which union were born Annie
Moore, Susan Dewitt and Loudie who died in infancy. Annie Moore
married El. P. Hall, Jr., of LaFayette. They have two children, Joe Hill
and Bettie Lou. Susan Dewitt married W. E. Gray of Swainsboro, Ga.
They have two children, W. E., Jr., and Mary Louise.
(2). C. J. Hammond was born in 1861 in Chattooga county. Like his
brother he received such schooling as the times afforded, learning much
- in the rough school of experience. He is a Baptist, deacon in his church,
and a Mason. For many years he served his church as clerk and his
lodge as secretary. Always a student, he has during his life acquired a
general knowledge of most subjects taught in our best schools and colleges. Charley Harnmond is one of the substantial citizens of the county.
Friendly and jovial, liberal and honest, he is liked and honored by all
who know him.
In 1887 he married Mary H. Wardlaw, b. 1868, dau. of John and Mary
C. (Clendennen) Wardlaw. They have the following children : Paul Lee,
Maude K., Dewey W.,Mary Ruth, and Eloise. Paul Lee (M.D.)married
Ruth Height, two children, William and Charles J., Jr.; Dewey W. (M.D.)
married Minnie Ruth Shattuck; Maude K. married W. E. McKeown, children, Helen, and W.E.,Jr.; Mary Ruth, graduate of Bessie Tift college,
is a teacher in the LaFayette High Schools; Eloise, now senior in LaFayette High Schools.
Hill and Bee, brothers, sons of Volentine Hammond, who was a son
of Joseph, whose father, "Buck" Hammond, was first cousin to Miles R.
Hammond, live at LaFayette.
Other grandchildren in Walker county of Miles R. Hammond are:
W. M., son of E. A. Hammond; Mrs. M. A. McConnell, daughter of D. 3.
Hammond, as well as a number of great-grandchildren not named above.
Also, a number of more distant relatives scattered throughout Walker
and adjoining counties.

The Halls originated near Dublin Ireland, whence they migrated t o
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America before the Revolution, in which famous struggle they served,
many of their descendants being members of the D. A. R. Three brothers, Samuel Parks, Calvin, and Joe, whose homes were in Blount county,
Tennessee, where they were born early in the 19th century, were traders,
buying and selling and transporting merchandise. They were among
those early, hardy pioneers who often traveled down the Tennessee river
with goods and produce for the markets a t Memphis and New Orleans
where they sold both goods and boat and made their way back to their
homes through the country as best they might, often gone from home 90
to 100 days or more. No doubt they often had encounters with the
Chickamauga Indians as described in the early chapters in this work.
Too, these brokhers used to relate some very exciting experiences they
had with Indians and other pioneer settlers a t Ross' Landing where they
generally stopped on their trips down the river.
Later, these brothers carried horses and mules to South Georgia for
sale and in so doing passed through and became acquainted with the fertile valleys and beautiful scenery of Walker county; and so, finally, during the decade immediately preceding the Civil War, they migrated to
the county and settled in McLemore's Cove.
One of these brothers, Samuel Parks (1813-1889), a native of East
Tennessee, came to the county about 1855, settling in the Cove where he
became a prosperous farmer. In his younger days he had been in the
Indian wars, serving as quartermaster most of the time. His wife was
Susan Badgett, whose mother was a Burwell, which name has been perpetuated among the descendants. One son, Burwell (1847-1879), married Mellville Connally (1849-1881), daughter of Thomas W. (1809) and
Temperance (Arnold) Connally (1818), to which union were born : S. P.,
Thomas, Susan, and Burwell.
S. P. (1872) married (1) Lula Garmany (1870-1919), daughter of
Newton and Addie (Knox) Garmany. Children : William Roy, Burwell
(shortened to Burl), Susan, Mellville, Mary Lula, and Samuel Parks, Jr.
In 1920 he married (2) Emma Pickle, daughter of W. F. and Josephine (Glazner) Pickle. Mr. Hall is a prosperous farmer and merchant,
living on a fertile farm in a beautiful section of the Cove. He served for
some years as a member of the Board of Roads and Revenue, being a
member when the new Court House and the Almshouse were built. Also a
member of the Board of Jury Eevisors. He is a Baptist and Mason.
FAMILYRECORD.Roy (1894-1922) was killed by a stroke of lightning.
Burl (1896) married Mary Elizabeth Elder, daughter of Dr. D. G.
and Ella (Glenn) Elder, and they have two children. He is an R. F. D.
carrier a t Kensington, Ga. He is a World war veteran, served overseas;
enlisted with the 82nd division and commissioned as 2nd lieutenant in
France, later transferred to 33rd division, in which outfit he was in several important battles in two of the major offensives.
Susie (1898) married Charley Owings, two children.
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Mary (1902) married Martin Clements, three children.
Sam (1908), single.

William Franklin (1856-1920), son of Franklin and Nettie (Daugherty) Pickle, was born in Cherokee county, Alabama. His wife was
Josephine (1855-1923), daughter of Rev. James Hasletine (1833-1906)
and Millie Ann (Harris) Glazner (1834-1884).
The Reverend Mr. Glazner was one of the most prominent and beloved Baptist ministers of his day throughout Northwest Georgia and
Northeast Alabama, serving a s pastor and holding evangelistic services
in both states. Born in Buncomb county, North Carolina, he was of Dutch
descent, his ancestors coming to America before the Revolution. His
grandmother's maiden name was Kitchen, relative of the late Senator
Kitchen of North Carolina. When a small lad he came with his father to
DeKalb county, Alabama, where he was brought up, attending the schools
of that day, but receiving much instruction from his parents. In early
life he felt the call to the ministry and being ordained began his long
and eminently successful life as a pastor and evangelist. He was pastor
of Sardis church in Chattooga county for 25 years, Mt. Bethel, 23 years,
and at Summerville, Mt. Harmony and Menlo he held long pastorates;
also serving churches in Walker county and under the Home Mission
Board in Dade county. He died in the Lyerly Baptist church, of which
he was pastor a t the time, on August 8, 1906. Mr. Glazner was also a
staunch Mason-a Mason of the old school, one who lived and practised
its precepts.
W. F. Pickle, the subject of this sketch, was the only child of his parents. For a number of years he lived a t Cedar Grove where his children
were fortunate t o attend the school taught by that Prince of Teachers,
Captain Wood. His children were: Emma, Alice, Bess, and James.
Emma, o r Miss Emma as she is familiarly and affectionately known,
taught for many years throughout Walker county, and her pupils, now
grown to maturity, and many of them with families, often refer to her
with great reverence and respect as being a model teacher and woman of
beautiful character and rare accomplishments. For a number of years
she was employed in the Civil Service Department a t Washington in the
Census Bureau. She, like her honored father, is a Baptist, and one of
the most faithful laborers in church and missionary movements in her
denomination. She has served for a number of years as Superintendent
of the Woman's Missionary Union of the Coosa Association. I n 1920 she
married S. P. Hall, and their home is a t Kensington, Ga.
W. F. Pickle, after leaving Cedar Grove community, settled in Dade
county at Rising Fawn, where he became a charter member of the Baptist church at that place, and one of its most faithful supporters. He
loved his church and denomination and gave of his energy, time and sub-
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stance to its support. Mr. Pickle was likewise an ardent Mason and never
tired of preaching and teaching its do,ctrines and precepts. Friendly,
jolly and jovial, Mr. Pickle was greatly admired by all who knew him.

THE PARKFAMILY
OF WALKERCOUNTY, GEORGIA.
By Mrs. Fmnces Park Stiles.
The Park family is said to hfave originated in Eastern France, and
the name is of English-French origin, meaning "he who lives a t or near
the park." The family is of French-Huguenot extraction and existed in
the days before surnames were formed. Some of +hese Huguenots who
lived in the villages assumed the name "Pares," others "Pack."
When the Edict of Nantes, which had insured religious freedom to
Protestants in France, was revoked in 1685, many of the Protestants who
lived in the mountain valleys of Southern France left for various other
and safer parts of the world-some to England, some to Scotland and
the north of Ireknd and from them the Park family of Pennsylvania and
the South are descended.
The Park family of Walker county are the direct descendants of
Moses Park, born in Virginia, but later of Mecklenburg county, North
Carolina. He was born Nov. 28, 1738, and his wife, Mary Hill, was born
in 1749. They were married about 1770. He was in the battle of
Ramseur's Mill, which occurred June 20, 1780. A certificate was secured
in 1922 by a member of the Park family of Walker county, stating principal and interest paid him for services.
In the latter part of the seventeenth century, Thomas and James
Park, sons of Moses Park, emigrated to Putnam county, Georgia. Thomas
Park was born in North Carolina, Feb. 27, 1772. I n 1797 he married
Elizabeth Phelps, who was born Oct. 18, 1778. He left a will dated July
25, 1823, bequeathing a large plantation and cotton gin to his wife and
sons, Thomas, Doctor Andrew, William, Moses, James and George.
James Park (son of Thomas, 1772) married Winnie Lane Nov. 15,
1825. In 1837 James Park and his brother-in-law, Dick Lane, moved to
Walker county and bought land in the Cove. One week from that date.
James Park died a t LaGrange, Georgia; later his widow and four small
children moved with her brother, Dick Lane, to the new home in Walker
county. Dick Lane was a man of wealth, owning great tracts of land and
numbers of slaves. The Lane home still stands and is one of the rare old
antebellum mansions of Walker county-a beautiful home.
James Andrew Park of LaFayette was born near LaGrange, Georgia,
Jan. 30, 1834, and died Feb. 22, 1918. His wife, Ann E. Smith, born
July 28, 1838, died Nov. 28, 1912. They were married Oct. 10, 1857. He
was the son of James Park (1802) and Winnie Lane; was a Confederate
soldier, first lieutenant Co. F., 39th Ga. Vol., a man of devout faith and
a prominent citizen. Eleven children were born to him and his wife, the
eldest being the late Doctor Hector Park, a medical missionary to China
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for forty-seven years under the M. E. Church, South; he had charge of
the Soocho Hospital-a great man. No man helped to build up and modernize the great nation of China more than Dr. Park. While on a visit
to his home in Georgia and Florida in 1927, he died in Hawthorn, Florida.
His ashes were carried back to China by his wife, Nora Lambuth Park,
and their daughter, Mrs. D. L. Sherertz, who with her husband are now
missionaries in China.
The remaining sons and daughters of James Andrew Park, and their
descendants are scattered throughout the Southern States.
James Park (son of Moses, 1738) was born in North Carolina, June
7, 1785. He married Martha Yandell in 1804, from which union there
were seven children, all of whom were born in Putnam county, but were
all eventually among the pioneers of Walker county; notably, of these, was
Moses Park, son of James and Martha (Yandell) Park, and father of
Rev. James H. Park, who was the first minister of the Universalist church
of Walker county.
In a letter addressed to his children in 1860, James Park (Rev. Park's
grandfather) commented happily on the honor of his grandson being
chosen the pastor of the new church and how pleased he would be for all
to hear him preach the Gospel.
There was a daughter (Mary) of the pioneer James Park who moved
to Walker county in 1838, settling near the point of John's mountain.
She had married Dr. Adam Clements in Muscogee county, in 1833. Among
their children was a son, Judson Claudius, who rose to considerable distinction, representing the Seventh (Georgia) Congressional District for
many years, later appointed a member of the Interstate Commerce Commission in which position he served for a time as chairman. He was
first lieutenant of his regiment in the War Between the States and was
wounded in Atlanta, July 22, 1864.
One,of his daughters i s a member of the faculty of the National Cathedral School for Girls, on Mt. St. Albans, Washington, D. C., and has
recently been accorded an ecclesiastical honor rarely received by American women. She has been awarded the Lambuth Diploma of Student of
Theology, first class, by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Judge Clements'
family are a t present comfortably located in Washington City.
Eugene Culberson of LaFayette, Georgia, Confederate soldier, faithful member of the Baptist church, now in his ninety-third year, is a
grandson of James Park (1785), and remembers distinctly being told by
his grandfather that the family came to America from Donegal, Ireland.
The lineal descendants of Thomas and James Park have held an annual
reunion a t Rock Springs, Georgia, for many years. The first officers appointed by the Association were the following: A. T. Park, pres. ; Albert
Bird, v-pres. ; J. L. Park, secg. ; Laura Campfield, treas. ; Mrs. Frances
Park Stiles, historian. Many heirlooms and d,ocuments of priceless value
belong t o many members. The coat of arms of the family is the same as
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the one carried by the Parks of Scotland. A memorial service is held
annually for the members who have died during the year.
A monument has been placed by the Association over the graves in
the LaFayette cemetery, of James Park (1785) and his wife, Martha
Yandell.

Edward Jackson, soldier of the Revolution, was born in South Carolina and died in Walker county, Georgia, and was buried in the Poe graveyard near Trion, Georgia. His grave
cannot be definitely located as his
grandsons, the late G. B., W. W. S.
and J. M. F. Myers, a few years before their deaths, made an effort to
locate it to have marker placed there
but failed. There is not the slightest
doubt about his burial place.
His name appears on the papers in
the Revolutionary war claim W.2119.
He enlisted in 1775 and served a t various times till the close of the Revolution, amounting in all to about two
years. He was in the battle of Coosabatchie. Senate Document, Pension
Roll, First Session of the 23rd Congress, page 40, gives his name a s a
Revolutionary pensioner, placed on
the roll July 1, 1833, on his application executed October 5, 1832, at
which time he was a resident of
Gwinnett county, Georgia. He received a bounty grant as a RevolutionMYERS COAT-OF-ARMS
ary soldier in the lottery of 1827-Lot
52, tract 14, Muscogee county, Georgia. He is mentioned in White's Historical Collections, page 483, a s one
of the old men of Gwinnett county, his age being given as 87 years. He
came to Walker county to live with his children and grandchildren a few
years :before his death in 1845. He Gas living near Waterville a t his
death.
The children of Edward Jackson were: David, Benjamin, Booker,
Mahaley and Sarah. He had other children but their names are unknown.
David married Rachel Bracken ; children : William, James, Isaac, Edward,
John, Nancy, Lydia, Judy and Elizabeth. Mahaley married Carna Myers
of Anson county, North Carolina, to which union were born one son,
William, and one daughter. Carna Myers died when his son William was
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only a few years old. After his father's death, William was taken by
his mother's people (Jacksons) and reared in Georgia; his mother, Mahaley Myers, later married David Rutherford.*
William Myers, grandson of Edward Jackson, married Lydia Jackson,
daughter of David Jackson. She was a granddaughter of Edward Jackaon. To this union were born the following children: Edward J., David
C., Greene B., W. W. S., Alexander S., James M., John M. F., Jane, Parthena, Charity, Sarah. William Myers was a pioneer is the county, coming while the Cherokee Indians were here. Mr. Myers was one of those
rare old characters whose "word was his bond." He was noted for his
truthfulness, honesty and uprightness; and those who know his descendants intimately say that those traits are found throughout all his generations. William Myers was a model citizen and one who imparted to his
children a like heritage.
Edward J. married Mary Ann Clements; David C., single; Greene B.
married (1) Tabitha Campbell, (2) Nancy Greene Campbell, (3) Murilla
Lowry; W. W. S. married (1) Sarah Ann Calhoun, (2) Sarah Lydia
Roane; Alexander S. married Betty Hicks of Texas; James M. married
Dora Hicks of Texas; John M. F., a physician, married (1) Fannie Mariah Calhoun, (2) Tennie Pursley, (3) Beulah Hammond; Jane married
Wililam J. Martin, Esq.; Charity married Dr. W. H. Wilbanks; Sarah
married James E. Lansford; Parthena passed in childhood.
Greene B. Myers (1837-1910), one of the eleven children of William
Myers, was born in Walker county, May 12,1837--on the farm still owned
by the Myers family-Land Lot Number 202, 7th District and 4th Section, Cane Creek Militia District. H e served a s private and later a s
sergeant-major in Company C, 4th Georgia battalion, afterwards 60th
Georgia Regiment, C. S. A.
In 1868 he accepted a position a s bookkeeper with Marsh and Allgood,
founders and owners of the Cotton Factory at Trion, Chattooga county,
Georgia. In April, 1875, the mill was destroyed by fire, after which a
stock company was organized and the mill rebuilt and he was elected secretary of the company and continued as such till his death in 1910. He
was a quiet, unassuming Christian gentleman, holding the confidence and
esteem of his employers and a multitude of friends all his years, and
died in the supreme knowledge of a faithful servant well-rewarded. He
was positive in his convictions as a Christian and citizen. He was an
ardent Baptist and always attended the services of his church as long as
health permitted, being clerk of his church more than forty years. Prominent in fraternal circles, he was secretary of his Lodge of F. & A.
Masons from its organization a t Trion till his death; also, treasurer,
each, of the Odd Fellows and Red Men from their organization till his
death.
*The late W. C. McFarland of Rossville, Georgia, says that David Rutherford and his
wife, Mahaley, died within an hour of each other and were buried in the same grave.
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His first wife was Tabitha Ann Campbell, of which union one son
was born who died in infancy. His second wife was Nancy Greene Campbell, a sister of his first wife. Their children were eight, to-wit:-Graves
Trenholm, who married Clara Hutchens; David Rudicil married Lula
Lowe; A. McMillan married Hattie Hawkins; Kate Tibatha Ann married Charles Gore; Alice married H. W. Stegall; Fred 0. married Daisey
Kellett; Hill Clements married Eva Osment; Nannie Greene, unmarried.
His third wife was Murilla C. Lowry, who survives and is at this
writing, June, 1932, 91 years of age.
Another son was W. W. S. (Scott) Myers (1847-1921). He was for
probably half a century one of the most prominent citizens of Walker
county. He was born, lived and died in the Waterville community, but
his popularity was not confined to his immediate neighborhood; he was
known and admired throughout the county for his honesty, integrity and
his many sterling qualities of character. In his young manhood he enlisted in the ranks of "the lost cause," and served with distinction in
Company K, 4th Georgia Cavalry. For twenty years he was County
School Commissioner during which time he gave the county splendid
service as head of the public school system. He was County Guardian
and County Administrator for a long number of years; also Jury Revisor,
and Cotton Statistician for the Federal Government. In all these positions he showed the sound judgment, worth and integrity of the true
gentleman and honest official that he was.
Mr. Myers was prominent as a churchman. Being a member of the
Baptist church, he was a faithful supporter and served in various official
capacities. Mr. Myers was for many years one of the outstanding citizens of the county.
Mr. Myers' first wife was Sarah A. Calhoun, cousin of that famous
statearcan and orator, John C. Calhoun. Of this union were born eight
children, viz: W. E. A. married Addie Hackney; J. M. S. married Carmi
Stegall; R. W. C. married Jessie Coley; D. J. D. married Susie McCoy;
Mary J. passed in infancy; Fannie B. married Bell Willbanks; P. H.
married Mary Robeson; Z. V. married Sammie Askew. His second wife
was Sarah Lydia Roane of Tennessee. The Roanes are related by blood
to George Washington, James K. Polk and Dr. Ephrain Brevard, author
of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, and other notables of
American history. By this marriage there were four children: Sarah
Ruth married Dr. A. T. Cline of Cherokee county; Virginia Bell married
Dr. F. L. Rountree of Emanuel county; Carmie Lydia passed in young
womanhood; James Dennis passed in infancy.
Jane, oldest daughter of William Myers, married Esquire Willia~ll
Martin, and their children were: Edward, Abraham, John, Daniel,
Greene, Deed, Gordon and Samuel. One daughter passed in childhood;
the other two are: Mrs. Will Landers of Rome, and Mrs. Will Lowe of
Chattanooga. This large family of eight boys and two girls all grew to
manhood and womanhood and all made honest, reliable, dependable men
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and women of usefulness. No doubt they inherited some of these qua&
ties from the grandfather, William Myers. Many of the Martins of
the county are descendants of this family.
Nancy Jackson, daughter of David Jackson, married Alston Mills;
children: Hugh, John, Harrison, Graw, Margaret, Rachel, Doliska, Lizzie,
Mattie, Vicey and Malinday. Hugh married Mary E. Hall; John, Harrison and Graw were soldiers in the Confederate army and were killed in
action. Margaret married William Roberts ; Rachel married J. M. (Dote)
Hall; Doliska married Robert T. Hall; Lizzie married D. J. (Bud) Hammond ; Mattie married J. Wash Lowry ; Vicey married John Poe.
There are approximately 200 descendants of Edward Jackson now
living in Walker and Chattooga counties not t o mention those in other
sections of the country; and for lack of space it is impossible to give
their names. Among these are the children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren of the late Greene B. Myers, W. W. S. Myers, John M. F.
Myers, William J. Martin, William Roberts, J. M. Hall, Robert T. Hall,
D. J. (Bud) Hammond, J. Wash Lowry, Volentine Hammond and George
Justice.
The Myers coat-of-arms, shown above, dates back many centuries, and
is a relic of those early days when every clan had its individual banner
and delighted to follow and fight for its principles. The Myers coat-ofarms may be traced back to the Middle Ages when it had its origin among
their early English ancestors.

A picturesque and well-known citizen of Walker county more than
half a century ago, and especially during the eighties and early nineties,
was Thomas Calvin Hackney. He was then robust, energetic, high spirited and of an adventurous disposition, bold in assertion of opinion and
impetuous in action-yet so jovial, kind, generous, sympathetic, altogether friendly and neighborly, with a spirit of boyish buoyancy and wholesomeness that he was a fair type of the perfectly likeable and companionable man. His early life was colorful and adventurous. From his boyhood on his grandfather's plantation in North Carolina, through his ex-.
ploits during the War Between the States with Lee's army in Virginia;
his experiences in the wilds of Florida immediately after the war, and
later in a pioneering section of West Tennessee. These years of stirring
action gave him a store of interesting experiences which he could relate
with the gift of narrative that he possessed most effectively and interestingly. He loved the Old South, revered the "Lost Cause"-but he believed
in progress and always looked hopefully and expectantly to the future.
He was the typical Confederate veteran, and when he came t o Walker
county most men of mature years in the county had been soldiers in the
Confederate army. Like most of those who had worn the gray he no
sooner met an old soldier of the Confederacy than they were at once a o
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quainted-and friends. But he was naturally a friend to man-interested
in and loved all classes of people. He often said that f o r a number of
years he was acquainted with, and on friendly terms with practically
every man in the county. He was the soul of honesty, integrity, fidelity
to duty, purity of life and lofty patriotism.
A student of the basic industry, agriculture, Mr. Hackney passed his
entire career as a planter, being remarkably alert and active until the
last few weeks of his life. Soon after his arrival in Walker county in
1878, Mr. Hackney purchased the then interesting, highly developed and
well-equipped McCutchen farm in Dry Creek valley about two miles west
of LaFayette. He became a friend and neighbor of the McCutchen,
Henry, Lumpkin, McWhorter, Miller, Chastain, Shattuck and other families of that unusually fine neighborhood. The farm was still further
developed, additional acreage was brought into cultivation and a program
of general farming, stock and poultry raising was entered upon. The
place was an outstanding one of that time-far in- advance of the period.
The abundance of the choice fruits, the beauty and variety of flowers,
the well-kept gardens and the conveniences added much to the attractiveness and comfort of the home. A school in the home, arranged by Mr.
Hackney for his own small children and those of a neighbor, completed
the ideal life of that time on a farm.
After some years Mr. Hackney sold his farm and moved into LaFayette, where his talent for development was again strikingly illustrated,
spending his last days quietly experimenting in horticulture and floriculture, the results of which were most satisfactory and valuable.
Mr. Hackney was of English descent. The Hackney estate was in
Middlesex, England, now a part of the city of London. "It was a t one
time the favorite suburban, residence of the Hackney family." This
family in the New World was identified with the early history of North
Carolina, being leaders in civic, social and religious life. Daniel Hackney, great-grandfather of Thomas of this sketch, was a soldier of the
American Revolution. He was one of the first deacons and trustees of
the Rock River Baptist church, in Chatham county, N. C., and resigned
in 1825, having served fifty years. His son, Daniel XI, served this church
as pastor twenty-five years. Robert, son of Daniel, followed in his father's footsteps and served this church throughout his life. He married
Sarah Jones and their son, Thomas Calvin, of this review, married Mary
Marsh, daughter of James Gray Marsh, September 6, 1866, a t Hackney,
Chatham county, N. C. Their children are Misses Sara and Mamie Hackney, who live in the parental home a t LaFayette; James Brantley, official Court Reporter, of Dothan, Alabama, who married Blanche Murphee
of Troy, Alabama; Addie of Memphis, Tennessee, who married W. E. A.
Myers of Walker county-her sons are Edward and Eugene; Edwin
Marsh of Washington, D. C., for sixteen years in the Valuation Department, Interstate Commerce Commission, except eighteen months in
World War-twelve of which were spent in France. He married Mary
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Wade, daughter of Rev. J. T. Wade, who was pastor of the Presbyterian
church a t Calhoun. Their only child is Mary Marsh.
Through successive generations the Marsh, Brooks, Hackney, Brantley and Jones families, who were closely allied, have been numbered among
the representative men of affairs and influential citizens, being ministers,
teachers, doctors, statesmen and planters. Mrs. Hackney, of EnglishFrench descent, was the greatdgranddaughter of William Marsh and
. Isaac Brooks on her paternal and maternal. sides, respectively, whose
coat-of-arms are now in the family; both ancestors gave valuable service
in the American Revolution. Her father, husband, two brothers and five
uncles served in the Confederate army. One son, Edwin Marsh, served
in the World War. Fourteen descendants of William Marsh have united
with the D. A. R. Chapter a t LaFayette, which was named for him. Mrs.
Hackney was also a member of Chickamaugaechapter U. D. C., and ROSS
Graham Unit, American Legion Auxiliary. She was a charter member
of the Woman's Missionary Union of the First Baptist church,~organized
more than fifty years ago. She was always interested in her church and
its welfare. Her home and her family received her untiring devotion.
By her charming gentle manner, her love and her gracious hospitality,
she won and held many friends-a typical woman of the Old South. She
passed away May 9, 1929.
Mr. Hackney was an enthusiastic member of Chickamauga Camp,
Confederate Veterans, a representative of Company E, of the famous
26th North Carolina Regiment. He saw four years of service and was
present when General Lee surrendered a t Appomattox Court House. AS
a Mason he was loyal to its hi,gh principles; he gave his hearty support
to the Democratic cause; was a member of the Baptist church for fifty
years and gave it his ardent support. He died at his home in LaFayette,
September 21, 1914.

B y Miss Mattie Henderson

The name Henderson is old in Scotland, the family having lived there
since the fifteenth century. Many authentic and traditional stories are
current portraying the valor and dexterity of the earlier generations in
peace and war. The subject of this sketch, John Scott Henderson, was
the son of John Henderson of Rock Ridge county, Virginia, who emigrated with his family to Greene county, Tennessee, about 1800. I n 1849
his son, John Scott Henderson, and wife, Winnifred Briekey Davis
Henderson, emigrated to Georgia and located near Crawfish Spring, now
known as Chickamauga, Georgia.
Realizing the richness of a virgin soil and the advantageous location,
he interested his younger brother, William, and together they bought
large tracts of land and established their homes in what is now known
as the Red Belt seeti,on.
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Before the Civil war a stage route from Knoxville via Chattanooga
to Rome, Georgia, was in operation carrying passengers and mail by
stage coaches. A relay station and a post office called Snow Hill was
operated by John S. Henderson. It was in this house that a council of
war was held by high Confederate officers where the great battle of
Chickamauga was planned and mapped out. Such notable men as Bragg,
Longstreet, Wheeler, Leonidas Polk, Horton and others were there.
Among the papers of the late Mrs. Augusta Henderson Jones was found
a contract for supplies for fifty men and all animals for G. F. Bailey &
Company circus, dated September 14, 1855. This circus was staged in a
big field across the road from the old Henderson dwelling, and was chosen
because the circus could be adequately cared for by Mr. Henderson. This
circus later became the famous Barnum & Bailey Shows.
Mrs. Henderson was a daughter of Rev. William Davis and Elizabeth
Brickey Davis, who were natives of Virginia, and moved to .Tennessee.
He joined the state militia of Tennessee, and was one of that noble company who followed Andrew Jackson in his brilliant victories in the war
of 1812. This grand old man's grave in Peavine cemetery near Rock
Springs, Georgia, was the first grave in Georgia to be honored with a
marker, being erected by the Atlanta Chapter U. S. D. 1812.
The children of John Scott Henderson and his wife were as follows:
Jerome Bonaparte, unmarried: Margaret Elizabeth married Thomas N.
Jones ; John Washington married Addie Jackson ; Laura Virginia passed
in infancy; Orrville Rice married Lou Anderson; William Horace married Fannie Moore; Mary Aumsta married James R. (Bob) Jones : Robert Lee married Lillie Napier; Joseph Eugene married Nettie Lee
Dunagan.
True to the customs of that day among the better class of settlers,
John S. Henderson was able to have his children tutored in his home,
later sending them to college: and as each son or daughter married they
were given a large bounty of land for a home.
Mrs. Henderson, herself the daughter of a soldier. was thorouwhly
patriotic. When the tocsin of war sounded in '61. she. Spartan motherlike, coura~eouslysent two bogs to the front. The oldest son Jerome
B., born 1840, received his earlv edi~cationa t LaFav~tteHigh School.
later taking a law course at Lebanon. Tennessee. and still later a theoloeical course at Mercer University, then located a t Penfield. Georgia. He
forsook the class-room, came home and volnnteered. be;np: amone the
first to enlist and go to the front. At Crawfish Sarinn he made a sn~ech
u r ~ i n gothers to join the colors. He was mustered into service Julv 8th.
1861, Company H, 26th Tennessee. He served in the Western Armv of
Tennessee as first sergeant. He was captured and confined in the Federal prison a t Camp Douglas (Chicago), where he died from exnosure
and was given a Christian funeral. A comrade has said of him that no
man's moral character was brighter. As a soldier he was always at his
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post-ah,
cool and brave. For fifty-two years the final resting place
of this "Hero in Gray" was unknown.
His diploma from Mercer University, sent to his parents after the
war, is a grim reminder of the fact that he had spent great effort to
prepare for a useful normal life, but that war robbed him of the opportunity to do other than to lay down his life for his country.
John W., the second son, born 1844, enlisted in Company G, 4th Georgia Cavalry, and was in many hard-fought battles, notably Chickamauga,
Perryville, and the siege of Knoxville. He belonged for a time to the
bodyguard of General Buckner. A t the close of the war he returned to
his home and faced conditions all southerners had to face-want, poverty
and broken family circles. He died in 1909 a t his home in Calhoun,
Georgia. He was a n upright and useful citizen and left his family the
heritage of a blameless life.
The four younger sons-Orville, William, Robert and Joseph Eugene
("Buddie") were too young to go into the army. They all grew to manhood and made their homes in Georgia with the exception of William,
who lived in Missouri. They were honorable, law-abiding, God-fearing
men and outstanding citizens of their respective communities.
Two daughters, Margaret and Augusta ("Gussie"), grew to womanhood and married brothers, Thomas N. and James R. (Bob) Jones respectively, sons of a neighboring pioneer, James Roland Jones. The last
member of the John Scott Henderson family to die was Mary Augusta
Henderson Jones, who died August 11, 1930, age 74 years.
The family is now represented by numerous descendants, some of
whom live in the ancestral home of their parents. They cherish with
pride the memory of those grand old forbears-John Scott Henderson
and his courageous wife, Winnifred Brickey Davis Henderson. Together
they struggled valiantly through those perilous pioneer times, the devastating years of the War Between the States, the reconstruction periodyears of soul-trying experiences.
The old Henderson home, rich in history of war-time activities, is a
veritable monument slowly succumbing to the elements; but the memory
of its builders, John and Winnifred, comes to their children's children
like a benediction that follows after prayer. So goes the history of the
ages. One generation after another passes off the stage of action and
"goes to join that innumerable caravan which moves to that mysterious
realm, where each shall take his place in the silent halls of death." SO
mote it be.

Capt. Nathan Campbell Napier, a gallant Confederate officer, widely
known in North Georgia, was born in Troup county, Dec. 22, 1834, the
son of Leroy and Matilda Moultrie Napier. His youth was spent in
Macon. He attended Franklin college and Yale, and spent a year at
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Dresden University in Germany. In 1859 he was given Woodside plantation in South Walker. The spring of 1860 saw his fortunate and happy
marriage to Julia Sharpe, daughter of Thomas and Harriet Young
Sharpe.
With the gathering of war clouds, he volunteered for service, and, in
'62, after four months with the Fourth Ga. battalion, was elected to a
first lieutenancy in the Third Ga. Cavalry under Col. Martin J. Crawford. As part of Bragg's advance under Gen. Joe Wheeler, in a scouting
skirmish on the battle of Perryville a t Bigg Hill was severely wounded,
losing his right eye. Though captured he was soon exchanged. Raising
a company later, i t was put into the Gixth Ga. Cavalry, Col. John
Re Hart, which under Forrest, was in the first fierce clash a t Chickamauga on the extreme right of the Southern line. His command saw hard
service in the Tennessee campaigns, the fighting under Hood and Forrest and, after the rush into North Carolina, surrendered at Kingston
in the spring of 1865.
His first pedagogic venture was in '73 with the school a t the Chatboga Baptist church. The years of '74 and '75 saw him a citizen of
LaFayette a s principal of the old academy. In '75 and '76 he taught in
Forsyth's school for boys, the Millard Institute. His living pupils are
honored women and men in all walks of life. In 1880 he bought the
Walker County Messenger from its founder, Capt. Gus McHan, and
thereafter for over twenty years, until his sudden death Jan. 21, 1902,
devoted every energy of mind and heart to the advancement and development of the best interests of his home section. I t was his joy to see two
railroads built through the county and the construction of the Union
Cotton Mill and the Hosiery Mill. He served the county as a commissioner and as a member of the Board of Education.
He urged the organizatlcn of the Chickamauga Chapter U. D. C., but
did not live to see its labor of love in the beautiful Confederate monument. A Master Mason since 1874, a tribute from Western Lodge says:
"Brother Napier was qualified intellectually for any position and might
have attained distinction in any station, but preferred a private career,
possessing a spotless moral character, valued as a teacher, recognized
extensively as a man of rare culture, loved and respected by those near
him as a sympathetic and generous neighbor, ready a t all times to do a
full share in the establishment and maintenance of every common and
charitable enterprise. No one surpassed his record as a brave and patriotic soldier, distinguished as a public character in our county, and more
than all, widely known as a courteous gentleman." The Masonic resolutions were signed by Hon. B. F. Thurman, Dr. J. H. Hammond and Col.
J. P. Shattuck.
One of his sons survives, Augustus Young, for twenty-one years a
Baptist missionary in China. The youngest, Nathan C., Jr., editor of
the Vidalia Advance, died in 1923, and Leroy, an able and beloved physician, died a t Lumber City in 1930. His eldest son, George M., past
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Grand Master of Georgia Masons and eleven years attorney-general of
the state, died May 4th, 1932, a t his home in Decatur.
The four daughters, all of whom are living, are .as follows: Miss
Caroline Napier, who lives a t LaFayette, Ga.; Miss Alice Napier, who
occupies the chair of mathematics a t the State College for Women a t
Milledgeville, where she has had a long and creditable service in this
position; Mrs. Early W. Adams (Julia Sharpe Napier), of Philadelphia,
Pa., and Mrs. Emma N. Ledbetter, of Decatur, widow of Rev. Samuel B.
Ledbetter, who died in the service of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, as presiding elder of the Dalton District.

Robert Blackwell Stegall was born near Cartersville, Bartow county,
Ga., in 1842. He was educated in the "Old Field Schools" of those antebellum days, later attending high school a t Cartersville, where he made
rapid progress in his studies, so much so that he began teaching himself
before he was 20 years of age,-and was thus engaged when his country
sounded the bugle-blast calling young men to arms-to the defense of the
young nation. Dismissing his classes he promptly enlisted in the 14th
Ga. Inf., on the 15th day of June, being his 20th birthday.
He was sent to Virginia where he saw service on numerous hardfought battlefields, being in the Seven Days Battle Around Richmond.
Because of organic trouble he was discharged from further army service
from a Richmond hospital.
In the fall of 1863 he took service as a brakeman with the old Western
and Atlantic R. R. until Sherman neared Atlanta in July, 1864. He then
went to Columbus, Ga., and took service with the Muscogee R. R., now
a part of the Central of Georgia system, being conductor of freight
trains until the latter part of May, 1865, when the news of Lee's surrender reached Southwest Georgia. When the U. S. Government quit
operating the W. & A. R. R., turning it back to the State, he was one of
the first conductors running a train out of Atlanta to Chattanooga. During his 14 years of service on that road, he filled all the arms of service
in train and freight yard operation, his last service being general yard
master a t Chattanooga terminating on November 6, 1878.
Four days later he took service with the Alabama Great Southern,
and remained with that line, through many changes in management, in
various capacities till December 31, 1925, when he was retired by the
Southern Railway on account of age, being then 15 years past old age
limit. He had then given over 47 years of continuous service to the line.
Since then he has been living on his little farm one mile south of the
Tennessee line a t Rossville, Ga.
While working out of Columbus he married Mrs. Carrie Murphy, December 25, 1864, to which union were born two children, one of whom,
Emsley D., survives and lives a t Valentine, Texas, who, having lost his
Visit - http://www.gagenweb.org

www.gagenweb.org

Copyright 2005
All Rights Reserved.

first wife and baby, married Miss Adelaid Graffing and they have a son.
Mr. Stegall's first wife died September 2, 1871. On November 23rd,
1872, he married Miss Mary Jefferson, daughter of James Jefferson, a
farmer near Cartersville, Georgia, who died June 2, 1911, having given
birth to fifteen children, eleven of whom are in life, to-wit:
James Blackwell, conductor on the Texas Pacific for twenty years,
living at Mineola, Texas, has two children; Nannie J. Mason, living a t
Ferguson, Missouri, has three children; Hugh W., has five children by a
former marriage, he later married Miss Nell Rhodes and they live' at
Jonesboro, East Tennessee; Mamie R., single, lives with her father;
Pauline Alberta Hudgens, Wenonah, New Jersey, one child, and her twin
brother, Paul Albert, a t Everett, Washington, has two; Carroll R. is a
Presbyterian minister a t Montreat, North Carolina, has three children;
Carmi Myers and Ruth Veatch, near LaFayette, Georgia, and Philip,
Chattanooga, Tennessee, have no children. One aon by first wife, Robert J., died in 1915. His widow has two children, which makes 25 grandchildren. Another son, Jerry Goldsmith Stegall, lost his life in the
World war; his name is engraved on the bronze memorial tablet a t the
Memorial Bridge crossing Chickamauga creek on the Dixie Highway.
On October 15, 1916, Mr. Stegall married Miss Bessie Lowry. They have
no children.
Mr. Stegall was elected secretary and treasurer of Division 148, Order
of Railway Conductors, when i t was organized at Chattanooga in September, 1884, and he has been elected every year since without an opponent. He has been remarkably healthy all his life; cannot remember
having missed a meal in 50 years--does not use glasses except when reading or writing, although he l ~ s the
t sight of one eye when ten years of
age. If he lives till June 15, 1933, he will be 91 years of age.
Mr. Stegall's father's name was Emsley, grandfather, Blackwell, and
great-grandfather, Richard, who moved from North Carolina to South
Carolina and died in 1834. He had 12 children.
Mr. Stegall has not yet been able to connect genealogically with James
Stegall, who was a soldier in the 4th Va. Regiment, Revolutionary War,
but is following a clue now which he believes will connect him with revolutionary soldiers. He knows but little of his maternal ancestors except
his mother whose name was Sarah Lackey iind her mother was a Ward.

Rev. William L. Shattuck, the subject of this review, was the son of
Artemus Shattuck (1795-1876). Artemus Shattuck was a native of Connecticut, later moving to New York state where he was engaged in farming. While. thus occupied it happened that one very cold winter day he
was at work in the woods felling trees, when one tree in falling lodged
on another. Climbing the fallen tree to cut away some limbs it happened that one of his feet was caught in a split limb in such a way that
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he found i t impossible t o extricate his foot, and release himself; and
knowing that he must soon freeze to death in that condition, he, with the
aid of a pocket knife, hacked his foot from his leg a t the ankle, and thus
released himself. Binding up the wound a s best he might, he made his
way, with almost superhuman endurance, to his cabin, where, by careful
nursing, he finally recovered.
Later he moved South, living at different times in North Carolina
and Mississippi, and finally, about 1846, he arrived in Walker county
and settled in West Armuchee. Artemus Shattuck was an ordained Baptist minister and was for a numbers of years pastor of Shiloh church as
well as other churches in the county. Many old citizens still recall his
actions and movements a s he stood in the pulpit with his wooden leg.
He was a man true and tried, steadfast and immovable in his convictions
-a man of character. His wife was Mary Cadwell and they had two sons,
Alvin, who moved to Texas and served in the Confederacy, and died in
1912. The other son was:
Rev. William L. Shattuck (1839-1915),was born in North Carolina
and came with his father to Walker county in 1846, being a lad of seven
years. His home was in West Armuchee valley where he attended such
schools as were prevalent in his day, learning much from his home life
and the rough experiences of a pioneer farmer, and altogether, with his
later experiences as a soldier and citizen, rounding out a most beautiful
character and life spent in doing good among his fellow men. When the
war clouds gathered in the sixties, he enlisted in Company I, Ninth Georgia Infantry, and served four years, participating in many of the hardfought battles, including Bull Run, Seven Pines, Richmond and Chickamauga; and while he was never seriously wounded, he was several times
burned with powder and had two bullets pass through his clothing. Like
his father he was an ordained minister of the Baptist church, and following the war was, for more than forty years, a popular pastor and an acceptable minister, serving many churches in this and adjoining counties.
He was pastor for seventeen years a t Trion, Georgia. Rev. W. L. Shattuck labored long and well among an appreciative people who learned to
love and admire him for his sterling qualities as a man, citizen and
minister.
In 1859 he married Martha, daughter of William McWilliams and his
wife whose maiden name was Wall. They were the parents of seven children, viz.: Annie, who married T. E. Shaw; James P.; Sarah, who married G. W.Ransom; John A., who was for nine years before his death a
Baptist minister; George C. ; William Judson; Francis J.
William Judson married Mary Lou, daughter of Captain Sanford and
Harriett (Hill) Venable, and they have four children, viz.: Horace, William, Annie Laurie, and Mary Hill. Francis J. married May, daughter
of James and Mary Ann (Bonds) Hall. They have five children: Annie,
Ruth, Frank, Minnie Lee, and Edmond.
Perhaps more than passing reference should be made to James P.,
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second child in Rev. Mr. Shattuck's family. James P. Shattuck (18631922) received his grammar school education in the schools of the county,
later attending the University of Georgia where he was graduated in law
in 1889. For more than a quarter of a century he was one of the leading
attorneys of the LaFayette bar and during that time participated in
much important litigation. Aside from his law practise, he was instrumental in developing in the county many improvements and bringing
many industries to LaFayette. Chief among these may be mentioned
the Bank of LaFayette, the first bank in the county, of which he was
president till his death. He was also interested in the organization of
the Walker County Hosiery Mills and the Union Cotton Mills, in which
he served as president and secretary respectively. He was for a time
mayor of the city of LaFayette and also treasurer of the county.
Mr. Shattuck was a prominent leader in church and fraternal affairs.
He was a devoted member of the Baptist church from whose services he
never allowed his business to prevent his attendance. He was for many
years a constant attendant a t the meetings of the Association, where he
often served as moderator or other officer. He was likewise a prominent

Mason.

Joshua D. McConnell, the subject of this review, was born in 1851,
died 1932. He was the son of Joseph N. (b. 1826) and Melissa (Lumpkin)
McConnell (b. 1833), dau. of A. J. Lumpkin. His grandfather was Joshua,
b. 1806, and his great-grandfather came from Ireland in the latter part
of the 18th century. In 1871 he married Francis B. Price, to which
union were born, Burl L. (1872-1925) ; Maurice A. (b. 1874) ; Claudius
) ; and Maude (b.
D. (1876-1898) ; Lula (b.
)
During his active years Mr. McConnell was one of the most prominent
citizens of the county. He was a very successful business man. Because
of his keen business foresight and good judgment he was able to accumulate considerable property, and because of his ability he was made a
member of the Board of Commissioners in which place he served with
distinction. He also served his county a s a member of Jury Revisors
as well as serving on the Board of Tax Equalizers. He was ever an advocate of good schools and through his efforts his community was able to
secure the services of such outstanding teachers as Captain John Y.
Wood, A. R. McCutchen, and other fine instructors. By this means he
succeeded in giving his children a good education in the days when there
were few good schools in the county. Mr. McConnell was a life-long
member of the Chattooga Baptist church, which he regularly attended
and supported.
Maurice A. married Fannie Mae, dau. of D. J. and May Elizabeth
(Mills) Ha,mmond. They have one son, J. D., Jr., now in the senior class
of the LaFayette high school. Another son, Edward, died in infancy.'

.
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Maurice, like his father, is a man of keen business foresight and good
judgment. He is interested in various successful business enterprises,
and is a director in the Bank of LaFayette. Also member of the Board
of Education for the city of ZaFayette, and councilman from his ward.
He served for some years as a member of the Board of Roads and Revenues. He is a Baptist.
Lula married W. A. Wardlaw. They have four children and live a t
LaFayette.
Maude D. married W. 0. Davenport. They have two children and
live a t Rome.

There is a record of the Hearn family reaching back as f a r a s the
Battle of Hastings in 1066, and can be traced down through English history for more than 600 years. In those early days there were various
spellings of the name, as, Harin, Herron, Hearne, and Hern. In the
course of time it assumed the form of either Hearne o r Hearn.
In 1660, William Hearne, who had been an officer in the army of
Cromwell, left London and came to St. Christopher's in the West Indies,
and there opened up a large mercantile trade with London and also along
the coasts of Maryland and Delaware. In 1681, two of his brothers,
Derby and Ebenezer, crossed with him from England and settled in Delaware. William joined them there in 1689 where he lived on a farm till
his death. From there the descendants became scattered along the coast
southward.
Joshua Hearn, born 1800 in North Carolina, with his wife, Jane, came
into Walker county very early in its history, as shown by old records.
He lived in the region about Round Pond and here he reared a large
family of children, viz.: William B., George D., John C., Sarah E., Liddie,
Noah, Make, and Stephen Toliver. Five of his sons took part in the War
Between the States. Joshua lived to the unusual age of 97, dying at
Chickamauga in 1897.
William B. Hearn, born in 1838, served four entire years in the war
and was wounded four times. The most serious one was received in the
Battle af Gettysburg when a bullet struck him just below the right
breast and emerged just left of the spine. After his recovery he fought
for another 'year before the surrender. At the time of the Battle of
Chickamauga he was in prison in Chattanooga, having been captured together with other soldiers. His wife, formerly Mary E. Deck from east
of Rock Springs, whom he had married just before the war, heard that
he was there and made the trip to see him on foot through the battlefield. She said that she had never experienced such a horror as walking
over and around dead men strewn as thickly as rocks upon the ground.
Some of the living had not been moved and these lay on the ground groaning and moaning. She wore a new pair of home-made shoes which blik
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tered her feet and made the return journey a great trial. Soon after
this William was exchanged and returned to service and remained until
the war ended. He signed the Oath of Allegiance a t LaFayette, was released, and returned home to his family. To them were born two children,
James A. and William Lem Hearn.
Sarah E. Hearn married Allison Blaylock and is living in Alton Park,
Tenn., at the present time. She is in good health for one a t the advanced
age of eighty-nine. She has one daughter, Daisy, who married Charlie
Joiner and is now living in Chattanooga, Tenn.
Liddie Hearn married George W. Brotherton of Ringgold, Catoosa
county, Georgia, and has several children : Thomas and Napoleon Brotherton of Burning Bush; Maud, who married Robert Benton of Boynton;
Lizzie, who married a Mr. Simms, and Ruby, who married Thomas A.
Horton and who is now living a t the old home place with Liddie.
Stephen T. Hearn, now living near High Point, Georgia, married Julie
Hollingsworth and has four children: Frank, Farmer, Thomas, and Jessie
Hearn.
James A. Hearn, the oldest son of William B. Hearn, married Caldonia Parrish in 1889 and reared the children: Carl C., Clark B., Lucy
E., Gertrude, and Walter. He was a resident of Chickamauga all his life,
being a farmer there, and died Feb. 22, 1928. Carl C. Hearn married
Ora Lee Boss and has two sons, James Charles and Harold Hearn. Clark
B. Hearn married Annie Maude Smith on Dec. 25, 1931. Lucy E. and
Gertrude Hearn are not married. Walter Hearn married Elizabeth Welch
and is living at the old homestead with his mother.

.

James Ponder (1831), of South Carolina, son of Jacob Ponder (1807),
of South Carolina, son of James Ponder (1786),son of Thomas Ponder,
who was born on the Delaware river in 1765; a soldier of the Revolution,
who rose to the rank of sergeant, was honorably discharged at the end
of the war, and who drew pension number 21906, granted Oct. 10,1832.
James, the younger, following the excitement incident t o the discovery of gold in California, went thither in 1831, making the seven weeks
journey via the Isthmus of Panama. He was gone five years. After
returning he married Elizabeth, daughter of Constantine and Maiden
(Young) Wood and settled in Chattooga county in 1858. Enlisting in
the Confederate army, he served throughout as a brave and highly honored soldier in the 6th Ga. Cav. under General Joe Wheeler.
In 1885 he moved to Walker county and settled in West Armuchee
valley. Here he became a prosperous and substantial settler of that
beautiful section, and made an honorable citizen. Here he had extensive
holdings in real estate and was one of the outstanding farmers of the
county. Because of his early travels he was a man of extensive informa-
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tion and was always welcomed and given attention in any company. Because of his early experiences as a traveler in a strange and sparsely
settled country, he had much sympathy for a wayfaring man, and his
home was always open to a stranger. He was given to hospitality. He
died June 6, 1904.
In his home were born the following children: (1) Laura (1858),
Compton, Cal. Married Richard Doak. Children : Sam, Lillie, Rose, Winnifred, Anna. (2) Jefferson D. (1860), Cadix, Texas. Married Mary
Tindall. One child, Nell, a nurse a t Baptist Hospital, Dallas, Texas. (3)
Maiden V. (1862), Edinburg, Texas. Single. (4) James Robert (1864),
Walker county. Married Julia Justice. Children : John Y. (1910-1919).
Russell, Robbie Nell. (5) C. A. (1866), Sherman, Texas. Married Martha Arnold. One child, Arnold. (6) J. A. (1868), Sanford, Texas. Married Maggie Moore. One child, James Hewlett. (7) Mary (1872-1910).
(8) Russell (1874-1877). (9) Frank (1876-1928), Wichita Falls, Texas.
Married Nannie Brown. Children : Lowell, Russell, Mildred, Grace. (10)
Sonora (1881), single, connected with schools a t Edinburg, Texas.
Sonora served overseas during World war a s a nurse. Returning she
was with the Red Cross as nurse a t Mission, Texas, and is now connected
with the Public Health Department of the schools at Edinburg, Texas.
Sam Doak, grandson of James Ponder, served with the American Army
overseas during the World War.

James Ransom (1782-1854) was a native of the old North State, where
he was born during the closing days of the Revolution. His wife, Nancy,
was born the same year in South Carolina, and died in McLemore's,Cove
in 1854. His wife was a Randolph and according to family tradition was
a descendant of Pocahontas. James Ransom first settled in Dogwood
valley, Whitfield county, later moving to McLemore's Cove about 1848.
The census of 1850 gives his name as a resident of the Cove. There
were seven children in this family, namely : John, Milton, Washington,
Reuben, Elizabeth, Eliza and Permelia. Two of these, Washington and
Reuben, came with their father to the Cove and the numerous Ransoms
of this section are descended from these two brothers.
(1). In 1841 Washington (1817-1901) married Annie Dobson (18191904) to which union were born: Adaline, Syrena, Cicero, Caldonia, Palestine, Joe, Olive and Blucher. Of these, Cicero, born 1846, married
Martha (1851-1928) daughter of George and Elizabeth (Foster) Hunter,
and their children are as follows: Volney, Virgil, Ettie, Hattie, James,
Gussie, Bruce, Lonnie, George and Henry. George and Henry were each
in the World War and saw service overseas.
Cicero Ransom is now in his 86th year and is hale, hearty and active.
He takes much interest in the affairs of life and bids fair to round out
a century. He was for many years notary public of his district and his
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records were kept with care and precision. He makes his home with his
son, George, in the Cove. He is a highly respected and honored citizen.
(2). Reuben (1826-1873) married Caroline Owings (1828-1867).
Children: Permelia, J. M.; Ocena, George W., James B., W. M., and
Cora A.
J. M., born 1852, married Josephine (1853-183l), daughter of George
Clements, f o r many years treasurer of the county. Their children are:
George, Charles, Reuben, W. O., and Belma. John Ransom was for many
years a member of the Board of Roads and Revenue and is one of our
best citizens. Eleven years of age during the Chickamauga battle, and
living in t h a t immediate vicinity, he recalls most vividly many of the
scenes and circumstances of those never-to-be-forgotten days. He lives
on his fertile and beautiful farm in the Cove.
George, W., born 1859, married Sallie Shattuck, daughter of Rev.
William L. Shattuck, a soldier of the Confederacy and for half a century one of the leading Baptist ministers of the county. Mr. Ransom
has extensive farming interests throughout the county and is one of our
most substantial citizens. His home is a t LaFayette.
James B. (1862-1917) married Gussie (1860-1922), daughter of
George Clements. Children : Lillie, William, Sam, George. Lillie married Lee Parker (deed.) ; William married Helen Stansell; Sam married
Fannie Rea; George married Nelle Loughridge. William and Sam served
overseas during the World War.
Another son of Reuben Ransom, well known throughout Northwest
Georgia, was Professor W. M. Ransom (1866-1914), who was for many
gears a leading educator of .this section, and was a t one time State Senator
from Chattooga county. His wife was Belle Wyatt, who lives a t Menlo,
Georgia. Children: Wyatt, Max, Daphne, Ruby (recd.), and W. M., Jr.

In any discussion of the Wood family the center of interest, necessarily gravitates about Captain John Young Wood. His father, Constantine Wood, and his mother, Maiden Young Wood, were both born in
South Carolina in 1806. Constantine's father is said to have served in
the Revolutionary war under General Marion; but of this there is now
no direct proof, however an effort is being made t o establish it for the
sake of the only grandchild of the subject of this sketch, Mrs. Mary Lou
Kell Camp.
Constantine Wood immigrated to Georgia probably in the early thirties and settled first in DeKalb county near Atlanta, where his first born
son, John Y., first saw the light in 1834. Two years later he removed to
Walker county, settling in East Armuchee valley, where he engaged in
farming and assumed a prominent place among the early settlers of that
beautiful section. His other children besides John Y. were: Ann, Elizabeth, Edward, James P., Maiden, Robert C., and Constantine A.
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Constantine was too old for service in the War Between the States.
Following the battle of Chickamauga, and when the Federal troops were
over-running the county, his home was burned by them and he with his
family were compelled to take refuge in an old cotton house on the farm.
Because of exposure he and his wife each contracted pneumonia and died
during two successive days.
Both Constantine and his wife, Maiden, were college-bred. Coming,
as they did, of old established families, from among one of the most aristocratic states of the Union, they
had imbibed deeply of refinement
and culture. The young mother,
Maiden, especially was educated and
refined-an accomplished woman of
the old school. A teacher before her
marriage, she was now able to realize the importance of training to her
own children. It was from her therefore, t h a t John Y. and the other children received so much sympathy and
love, and by her were taught the
rudiments of an English education.
There were few schools a t that early
day and they very indifferently
taught in most cases. Knowing
this, and being very solicitous about
her children, the young mother,
Maiden Wood, never allowed the
years t o slip away and leave her offspring in ignorance. They were
constantly employed with their books
when not engaged in farm activities.
CAPTAIN J. Y. WOOD
John Y.often related that he only
attended school three months before
he reached his majority. Do you suppose he was an ignoramus at
that time? By no means. He was a fine reader, had mastered English
grammar and higher arithmetic, and had made a fair beginning in higher
mathematics and Latin. Beyond and above all this, he had read and
steeped his goul in some of the principal literature of the English language, including Shakespeare and the great poets. I n fact he was so
well prepared that he was able to enter the Junior class a t the University
of Georgia, where he graduated with honors in the class of 1859, being
second honor man. Some of his classmates were: John D. Pope (1st
honor), also of Walker county, afterward Chief Justice of Supreme Court
of Cal.; Dr. W. J. Nunnally, president Mercer University; A. 0. Bacon,
U. S. Senator, and others.
Following his graduation, John Y. began teaching a t Pleasant Hill in
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West Armuchee valley, and was thus engaged in 1861 when the tocsin of
war sounded calling the sons of the South to the defense of the young
nation. He promptly dismissed his classes and organized a company of
volunteers, many of his former pupils enlisting under his banner, and
a t once offered his services to his country. He was sent to Virginia where
he served under General Longstreet, taking part in most of the hardfought battles of the war-First and Second Manassas, Antietam, Gettysburg, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Seven Days Fight Around Richmond, and was with Longstreet a t Chickamauga, arriving there on Sunday morning after a hard all-night march from Ringgold.
He was severely wounded a t Malvern Hill and a t Gettysburg, and
desperately wounded at the Wilderness, being shot through the right
lung. Because of this disability he was mustered out of service and returned home. His wound was slow in healing, so much so that he was
never able t o take up the practice of law which he had planned to do
after leaving the University. And this may, in a way, have been providential; he could hardly have impressed himself for good on the community and county a s a lawyer a s he did a s a teacher. "God moves in a
mysterious way."
After the surrender he again took up teaching, first a t Pleasant Bill
where his work had been so rudely broken off a t the beginning of hostilities; then a t LaFayette where he taught for some time; and finally moving to McLemore's Cove he established a t that place the only high school
in the county a t that time. Here for many years-a quarter of a century
-he taught young Americans the duty of citizenship. For this work he
was eminently qualified, not only because of training, but because of his
experiences as a soldier, patriot, statesman and Christian. Here for
many years was the Mecca to which many of the ambitious young men
of the county and of other counties came to receive instruction a t the
hands of a Master-Teacher.
Captain Wood was proficient a s a teacher of the higher branches. He
was fine in Literature, Latin, Greek, Mathematics, Philosophy and Astronomy. Pupils attending his classes were able, in the old days, to enter
the Junior class a t the University. It is said that a t one time he had
as many as 75 pupils in his school studying the higher branches.
Perhaps a s a churchman John Wood impressed himself on the county
in equally a s favorable manner a s he did a s a teacher. Joining the Baptist Church in 1860 he at once assumed a leading place as a layman, which
place he continued to occupy to the end. As deacon of his church or superintendent of the Sunday school he was always on hand. He could, upon
occasion, when the pastor was absent, occupy the pulpit to the great satisfaction and pleasure of the audience. He was a constant attendant of
the Association. For more than half a century he could be seen a t these
annual gatherings. For many, many years he acted a s clerk of that body,
filling the place to everybody's satisfaction. He also served a s moderator.
One of the first advocates of prohibition-even before that word was
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in popular use--he was instrumental in the passage of the three mile law
which prohibited the sale of liquor within three miles of a church or
school. He not only fought intemperance but lived a temperate life himself. His labors and teaching on this subject together with others finally
brought a change of opinion as to the use and sale of ardent spirits.
Captain Wood was a poet. True he never wrote poetry but he was a
great reader of poetry, loved it; he had a poetic nature-a poetic soul.
"The next best thing to being a poet is to be a lover of poetry." He read
it, voraciously; and what is better he remembered it--could recall upon
occasion any striking poetic gem to emphasize, embellish and beautify
his argument. Burns, Pope and Shakespeare were three of his favorites
whom he delighted t o so aptly quote. Many are able to recall some of his
beautiful and impressive quotations, as Pope's

"Eat and sleep, and sleep and eat,
And die and rot, and be forgot."
Once after listening to a rather tiresome address by a man who had
ignorantly murdered the King's English, he whispered t o this writer:

"Oh, wad some power the Giftie gie us,
To see oursels as ithers see us."
Those who were associated with him in Sunday school and church work
recall some of his beautiful poetic prayers-full of praise and honor to
Jehovah for his wonderful goodness and blessings to man. They reminded one of some of the psalms bf King David.
John Y. Wood held various offices during his eventful career. He was,
during the latter years of the war, a member of the lower house of the
state Legislature. Again he served in this capacity in 1871-72 during
the reconstruction period; and again in 1882-83. In 1909-10 he was a
member of the State Senate. In 1899-00 he was County School Commissioner. In all these positions he served with distinction and honor to
himself and to his constituency. He was also a prominent Mason.
In the heyday of his maturer years Captain Wood was much in demand on all proper occasions as a public speaker. Because of his knowledge of subjects in a wide range of human experiences and activities, his
logical reasoning, his known honesty and piety, he was welcomed in any
public gathering and listened t o with rapt attention. During the latter
part of his life, Captain Wood was, beyond doubt, the first citizen of
the county. All honor to his memory!
In 1865 John Y. Wood married Miss Mary Underwood, daughter of
William M. Underwood, who had migrated to this section from South
Carolina about 1830. Mr. Underwood first settled in the Armuchees, later
moving to Chattooga county in the vicinity of what was afterward, in
honor of himself, called Subligna, which is Latin for Underwood. TO
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this union were born the following children: Roberta Lee, 1866-1901;
Frank, 1868-1919 ; James P., 1870-( ) ; Mary Lou, 1872-1898 ; Mattie
(Kell), 1877-1931; John, 1879-1899. Of these, five have passed on, leaving only James P. The only grandchild is Mrs. Kell's daughter, Mrs.
Mary Lou Kell Camp, a teacher in the Cedar Grove Consolidated school.
In old Antioch burying ground may be seen an unpretentious, though
rather heavy, bulky stone with this engraving :
"John Y. Wood, 1834-1919."
"Mary, His Wife, 1836-1919."

DR. JAMES P. WOOD

DR. FRANK WOOD

Dr. James P. Wood, son of Captain and Mrs. J. Y. Wood, was born
at LaFayette, Georgia, in 1870. In early childhood his parents moved
to Cedar Grove where he was educated under the tutelage of his father,
after which he taught for some years in the county. He obtained his
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medical education a t the Atlanta Medical College and a t the Suwanee
Medical College where he graduated in 1901, since which time he has
practiced his profession in Walker county and in Chattanooga, being
located a t present in McLemore's cove.
In 1915 he married Miss Belle Wallin of Kensington, Georgia. Dr.
Wood is a Mason and member of the Eastern Star Chapter; also of the
Baptist church.

Dr. Frank L. Wood, son of Captain and Mrs. J. Y. Wood, was born
in 1868 a t Cedar Grove, Georgia. He was educated a t St. Mary's Institute of which his father was principal, later attending the University
of Georgia and the Atlanta Medical College from which he graduated.
Returning home he practiced for a number of years in the county.
I n 1900 he entered the New York Medical College from which he
was graduated, serving also a term a s an interne a t the Belleview Hospital, New York City, where he specialized in genito-urinary diseases
as an associate professor in his alma mater after his graduation.
In 1915, in Jacksonville, Florida, he married Miss Ella Griffth, an
Iowa teacher, and the following year, because of declining health, he gave
up his practice.
He died at Johns Hopkins Hospital January 14, 1919, following a serious operation. He was for many years one of Chattanooga's best loved
physicians and had many warm friends and admirers among the medical
profession and people of that city.

Dr. Robert Dickerson was born in Rutherfordton, North Carolina.
He was the son of Garland and Elizabeth Revis Dickerson. His grandparents were Nathaniel and Rebecca Terry Dickerson, and his greatgrandfather was Griffith Dickerson of Surrey county, North Carolina.
In his young manhood Dr. Dickerson was a teacher. Later he studied
medicine, graduating from the Medical Department of Transylvania
University, Lexington, Kentucky. For nearly forty years he was engaged in the practice of his profession.
Soon after his graduation he came to Georgia, and lived for a few
years a t Lawrenceville, Gwinnett county. Later he moved to Marietta.
In 1847 he became a citizen of LaFayette, Walker county, where the remainder of his life was spent. His practice covered a wide territory.
Dr. Dickerson was elected a delegate to the Secession Convention. Believing that the South could secure her rights in the Union, he opposed
secession, but after the state seceded no one was more loyal to the Confederacy. He was past the age for military service, but two of his sons
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were in the Confederate Army, Robert N. enlisting a t sixteen and Marcus
a t the age of fourteen. Dr. Dickerson was twice married, first to Miss
Sophia Tate, a member of a prominent Gwinnett county family. Her
mother was a Verdell of French ancestry. By this marriage there were
five sbns, two dying in childhood.
The second son, Robert, was clerk of the Superior Court of Walker
county f o r forty-eight years. The third son, Marcus, settled in Texas
in early manhood. David, the youngest, made his home in Mississippi.
After the death of his wife, Dr. Dickerson married Miss Lydia - ~ i c k s o n ,of
LaFayette.
By this marriage there were two
daughters, Florence, who became Mrs.
George Jackson, and Miss Mary. The
Dickslons were of Scotch-1r:sh descent.
William Dickson, father of Major Michael Dickson, came to America about
1738, settling in Duplin county, North
Carolina. Major Michael moved to
Pendleton, S. C.
Mrs. Dickerson's parents were
Colonel John Dickson, colonel of State
Militia, and Lydia Tourtelotte, who
was a native of Providence, Rhode
Island. When Mrs. Dickerson was a
child her parents moved to Coweta
county, and were among the first settlers of that county, and charter members of the F i r s t Presbyterian church
R. N. DICKERSON
of NewnanFor 48 years Clerk Superior Court
Mrs. Dickerson's paternal grand,
served a s major during the Revolutionfather was Michael ~ i c k s o n who
ary War. He also furnished the government with wagons, teams, and
provisions. He lived t o the age of ninety-five years. Her paternal grandmother was Sara Neely. Her maternal grandparents were Asa Tourtelotte and Avis Hines, of Providence, Rhode Island. Asa Tourtelotte was
a lineal descendant of Roger Williams.
After the death of Colonel Dickson, Mrs. Dickson moved t o Walker
county. She was a charter member of the Presbyterian church of LaFayette. H e r oldest son, Asa, was the first sheriff of the county. Her
second son represented the county in the legislature. Her third son was
clerk of the Superior Court.

Noel Johnston came to America from Ireland about the middle of the
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18th century and settled in North Carolina, where he married El'zabeth
Park. Among other children he had a son, Joshua, born 1779, who came
to Georgia during the thirties while the Indians still occupied this region.
Joshua's wife was Frances Barnett, and they settled in Dirttown, Walker
county, afterwaid made a part of Chattooga. Joshua had s:x children,
two boys and four girls. One of these boys, Joshua P., born 1820, grew
to manhood and married Elizabeth Hood, born 1821, to which union were
born thirteen children, nine boys and four girls, namely: Joshua P., for
24 years Ordinary of Chattooga count y ; Matthew Noel died 1899; Randolph B. died 1913; Mrs. A. F. Shaw
died 1920 ; Mrs. R. C. Boss died 1928 ;
John M. died 1880; James H. died
1901; Mrs. G. W. Shaw; Mrs. D. W.
Lawrence died 1880; Joseph F. died
1922; Benjamin died 1882; and J. J.
Joshua P's wife, Elizabeth, died in
1869, and in 1871 he married Elmina
Quinn to which union was born one
child, Mary, who married Jerome H.
Spencer of LaFayette.
Joshua P., the elder, was a Primitive Baptist minister and as such was
one of the best known and most lovable characters throughout Northwest
Georgia. F o r fifty years he traveled
over Walker and Chattooga counties
and in Alabama, preaching in
churches, school houses and in private
homes. and serving a s pastor. He was
for 23 years pastor of Union church,
DR. J. J. JOHNSTON
near Warren; and most of the time
f o r noarlv fiftv vears served his homo
church a t Mt. Paron, near Sublima. Traveling throuvhout this section
for half a centurv a s minister and pastor he was greatly loved and adm i r ~ dby all who knew him.
The youngest son. J. J.. born 1Q67 hecause of a lame foot in hiq ~011th
was unable to do manual labor. R e a l i e i n ~his situation and b ~ i n m~ m b i tious to succeed he cast about to find something to do, finallv d e c i d i n ~to
study medicine. W'thout funds o r means this was no small undartaking.
but with a vim and determination he went a t i t and continued till he received his diploma from the Atlanta Medical Collepe in 1895. Returning
home he practised in Chattooea county t:ll 1904 when h e located a t LaFayette where he remained till 1928 when he settled a t Villanow where
he now resides and enjoys an extensive practise.
In 1898 he married Catherine Dawson (b. 1875), dau. of James and
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Martha (Millican) Dawson. They have two children, Mary and Virgil.
Joshua Johnston, son of Noel, was a soldier of the War of 1812, serving in Captain G. W. Bennerman's Company of Infantry, Local Militia
of North Carolina. He is buried in the Johnston family plot near Subligna in an unmarked grave.

William Henry was born in North Carolina about the close of the
Revolution. His wife's name was Sarah Pickens, niece of General *Andrew Pickens of Revolutionary fame. Among other children he had a
son, John Pickens, born 1808 in S-outh Carolina, whither his father had
migrated. William and his son, John, came to Georgia about 1830 while
the Cherokee Indians were occupying North Georgia. They settled first
in Henry county for whom i t was named, later moving to Walker county
and still later to Chattooga county. John P. married Mary Patience
Powell, daughter of John Powell of Newnan, Georgia, to which union
were born nine children, one of whom was Thomas Pickens, the subject
of this sketch.
Thomas Pickens Henry was born in 1848 in Chattooga county, Georgia. At the age of fifteen, just before the Chickamauga battle, he joined
the Confederate army at Calhoun, being assigned to Co. H, 3rd Ga. Cavalry, and served under that gallant commander, General Wheeler. Al-.
though there were but two days of the Chickamauga battle, Mr. Henry
often insisted that he fought three days, being in several severe skirmishes on Friday before the battle closed on Saturday. Happily he escaped without a scratch. Following this engagement, with his doughty
commander, he saw service in almost every part of the South, especially
in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, North and South Carolina,
traveling through those states probably 10,000 miles and was in North
Carolina a t the time of the surrender.
After the surrender he returned home and engaged in farming, merchandising and various other enterprises. In 1868 he married Sallie
Harper, daughter of James and Cloyie (Majors) Harper. They had the
following children : John, Charles, Oscar, Beulah, Minnie, Catherine;
and Harper. His second wife was Fannie J. Bryant with whom he lived
forty-two years. In 1930 he married Mrs. Mary (Bomar) Little of LaFayette, Georgia.
Mr. Henry was widely known throughout Northwest Georgia. Being
a man of sound judgment and keen foresight he was, during his long
life, very successful in business. He was ever devoted to the interests
of the soldiers of the "lost cause," and delighted to talk in reminiscent
mood of those never-to-be-forgotten days. He died May 15, 1932, in
the 84th year of his age.
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Thomas Arnold, son of Elias Arnold, son of Jacob Arnold, son of
John Arnold, son of Mark Arnold of Jamestown, who migrated from
England during the early part of the seventeenth century. This, in a
nutshell, is the history of a man who has lived 83 years in the eastern
part of the county and is still "carrying on." Probably no other citizen
of the county is able to trace so accurately, his lineage back for five generations, and boast of a nobler heritage than Thomas B. Arnold.
It is not known exactly when Mark Arnold came to Jamestown from
England. Here he reared a family of children, one of whom, John, moved
to Fairfax where he resided for a time, later going on into North Carolina where Jacob, his son, was born in 1773. Jacob, following the general movement of the population southward and westward, m'grated into
South Carolina where he married Elizabeth Hughes about 1805. To this
union were born William, Elias, Butler, Eldridge, Nancy, Betsy, Polly
and Mealy. With this large family he continued his movement westward
and during the exciting days of the thirties while the Indians were still
occupying this immediate section, he arrived in the eastern part of Walker
county where he bought land, built a cabin and began to clear fields for
farming. His eight children, now grown, were soon married and had
families of their own. Elias, the second son (born 1807), married Amelia
Cooper. Children : James, 1841-1876; Jacob, 1843-1891; Margaret, 18451927 ; Emily, 1846-1926; Thomas B., 1848- (
) ; Frances, 1851-1870;
Harrison, 1856-(
).
Thomas B. Arnold, the subject of this sketch, grew t o manhood in the
Chestnut Flat section of the county. He was ten years of age before
he attended school, but when he started he learned very fast. He only
went to two terms of school, his teachers being John Arnold and Carey
Jackson. While his school opportunities were limited, he was a student
of nature and learned much from experience and observation. The old
Blue Back and Davies arithmetic were his text books.
In 1863, when the Confederacy was in dire need of more man power,
just a few days before the Chickamauga battle, he enlisted in Co. K, 4th
Ga. Cav., Cruse's Brig. Here for two days without any experience as a
soldier, not even having an opportunity to learn the tactics of the routine
of the soldier, he was lined up along with veteran soldiers and vied with
them for the honors of war. Happily he escaped from this fierce battle
without a scar. He was in that prolonged march and hard fought ~ e r i e s
of battles from Dalton to Atlanta, especially a t New Hope church, Kennesaw Mountain, and Jonesboro. In one of these he was wounded in the
leg. Retreating with Hood from Atlanta, he was present a t the hardfought battle of Franklin near Nashville. In June, 1864, he was prisoner
in the hands of the Yankees and was lodged in the Alex Simmons old
home in LaFayette, where he had lain as a prisoner for some days. This
was his situation when General Pillow appeared a t that place on the
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morning of June 24. When the fighting began the Yankees departed
without giving him orders and rushed for the Court House for safety.
He secured a good horse and a t once joined the Confederate forces and
with them escaped a t the close of that engagement.
He was paroled a t Salisbury in May, 1865. Returning home, he went
to LaFayette, took the oath of allegiance, returned home and went t o
work to make a crop and to bear his part in the re-habilitation of the
country.
Mr. Arnold has served 24 years a s a Justice of the Peace in the county.
During all these years his decisions as judge have been generally accepted as full of common sense and justice and have been pleasing to
his fellow citizens. During this time he has performed many marria'ge
ceremonies-reaching into the hundreds.
In 1867 he married (1) Margaret Prim (1848-1881). Children : Jennie and Nannie (twins, 1868-1930-1906 respectively) ; Charles (1870) ;
Martina (1873) ; Susie (1880). (2) Refina Coffman (1849-1924). Child :
Etna (1883).
Mr. Arnold has six children, 74 grandchildren, and 102 great-grandchildren, 16 great-great-grandchildren, as well a s a number of lateral
relatives.
Although his educational opportunities were limited in youth, still,
because of his alert, active mind, his acute sense of observation, he has,
by intensive reading and thoughtful meditation acquired a general knowledge of many of his subjects taught in our best schools. He is a most
interesting conversationalist on any common topics of the day, and what
is better his conclusions are apt to be found correct. Mr. Arnold is hale
and hearty, now in his 84th year. Beloved by his neighbors and friends,
he is the idol of his children and grandchildren, and a s he descends, now
rapidly it may be, toward the going down of the sun, his features are
composed and serene, and without a fear he awaits the
"CROSSING O F THE BAR."

By John C. Young, Jr.

a

James Young, b. 1775, d. 1850; moved to West Armuchee from Spartanburg, South Carolina, in 1837; married Anna Foster, b. 1782, d. 1840.
There were 1 2 children, six boys and six girls: James, William, John
Calvin, Robect, Hamilton, Frank, Mary Ann, Margaret, Maiden, Jane,
Betsy, and Polly. James and William went to Texas. John died in young
manhood. Robert was a colonel in Civil War, later a merchant in Calhoun. Hamilton married Louisa Fariss. Their daughter, Rebecca, married a Mr. Russell near Dalton. Robert's daughters were Mary, Nannie,
Sallie, Mattie. Nannie married: Dr. Miller, and Sallie married a Mr.
Williams of Lawrenceville.
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Frank married Martha Ann Green of Mississippi. Children : George,
James, Sallie, Sarah, Francis Marion, John Calvin, Robert Hudson. All
died young except Frank who went to Texas when nineteen and John
who has remained a t the home place in West Armuchee. Frank inarried
Lizzie F r y who died when their three children, Henry, Sallie and Johnnie,
were young. He later married Jennie Thompson. Johnnie and Sallie
are married and live near Canadian, Texas.
In 1900, John Calvin married Lula, daughter of Nannie Neal McWilliams and Capt. McWilliams. Their children are: Frank, John, Robert,
Jimmie, Martha, George, Sarah, Eugenia (deceased). Frank married
Daisy Hudson of Elberton. He graduated from State University and is
Superintendent of Nancy Hart Memorial School. John Calvin graduated
a t Mercer and Peabody and is Superintendent Menlo Schools. Robert
attended University but is a t home. Jimmie finished Georgia in 1932.
George and Martha are in college a t Berry and Sarah in high school a t
home. All but Sarah attended and finished Berry. Mr. Young is one of
the best known citizens in the county, having served on Board Roads
and Revenue for fourteen years. He was chairman of the Board when
the present Court House was built. He is a very successful farmer and
business man and one of the foremost citizens of the county. He is a
prominent member of the Baptist church.
Mary Ann died in young womanhood. Margaret married Jackson in
Calhoun. Maiden married Constantine Wood. His son, Capt. J. Y. Wood,
organized the first company of volunteers from Walker. Jane married
John B. Suttle. Children: Dora. Sarah, Georgia, Susie, Emma, James,
Louisa, Margaret. Dora married a Mr. Tittle and Georgia married Dr.
Hunt. They are the only ones living. Emma married McCulolugh and
Jamie, their daughter, still lives a t the Suttle homestead. Louise married
John Clements, with four children: Nannie, Jannie, Mattie and Rosa.
Nannie married Frank Shaw and Jannie married George Little.
Betsy married William Little. Children : Robert, Frank, James,
Tabor, Rannel, Pierce, Nora, Joe, Walter, William, Betty, Sallie. Bob
was killed at twenty-one, youngest officer in Confederate Army, the only
one of the generation killed in the Civil War. The four who married and
lived in Walker county were : Rannel, who married Addie Esterling; children: Ernest, Beulah, Carl, Lester, Maude, Dixie, Jessie. Bettie, who
married Rev. Mose Jackson. Sallie, who married Captain William MeWilliams; their child is Dr. J. B. McWilliams, Ada, Ohio, who has ten
children. Pierce married Mary Bomar, and their son, Frank, lives at
LaFayette.
Polly married William Puryear : Children : Hamp, Clay, John, Frank,
Charley, Jennie, Lou, George. Hamp married Nancy Ward; Clay married Elizabeth Calloway ; John, Mary Jackson ; Jennie, Sam Hamilton;
LOU,John Ward; George, Neely Fry.
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Benjamin Reeves, son of William McCutchen, a Revolutionary soldier,
was born in Hall county, Ga., in 1797. His father, William, came from
Augusta county., Va., shortly after the Revolution and settled in Hall
county. Benjamin Re married Jane Bell in 1821, coming t o Cherokee
county, Georgia, very soon after this section was taken over by the State.
He owned a large tract of land near LaFayette and the old McCutchen
home was one of the early landmarks of that section. He was one of the
early representatives in the Georgia Legislature.
The children: (1) Ira William (1822-1876), married in 1844, Juliet
A. McCulloh. His home was in Chattanooga Valley where he practiced
medicine and had large farming interests. (2) Cicero Decatur (18241905), married Frances Kelley, studied law and moved to Dalton, Georgia,
where he became one of the foremost members of the North Georgia bar,
serving several terms as Judge of the Superior Court of his district. (3)
Wyatt Socrates (1827-1879), married, (a) Scott Stuart, (b) Sarah Geraldine McCulloh, was a merchant in Dalton, Ga. (4) Augustus Raymond
(1836-1886), married Mattie McCulloh, was a geologist and surveyorfor many years was State Geologist of Georgia. (5) Cynesca Jane, was
)
never married (1841-'
Cicero D, Wyatt S., and Augustus R. all served the Canfederacy.
Cicero was a colonel, Augustus R. a captain and Wyatt S. a ward master
in Confederate hospital. The McCutchen family were direct descendants
of John McCutchen, one of the earliest settlers of Shenandoah valley,
Virginia, and many representatives of this Scotch-Irish family are found
in the Southern States. Benjamin Reeves McCutchen and his wife, Jane
Bell McCutchen, are buried in the LaFayette cemetery.

Joseph Portlock McCulloh (1803-1880) was the son of John and Nancy
Butt McCulloh. John was of Scotch descent, a soldier of the Revolution,
and one of the early school teachers of Savannah, Ga., moving later to
Hancock county, Ga.
Joseph Portlock married Elizabeth Raiford Daniel of Edgefield District, South Carolina, in 1827 and came to North Georgia in 1830-36,
buying a large tract of land in Cherokee, later Walker county, Ga. His
old home still stands in Chattanooga Valley near the village of Flintstone.
He was one of the Commissioners of Georgia for the removal of the
Indians from this section, and a successful planter. At one time he made
a venture in the silk business, planting a considerable acreage in mulberry trees, importing silk worms and machinery for weaving silk. This
was no doubt the first plant for weaving dress materials in North Georgia
-but it proved unprofitable.
Having a family of eight daughters and one son, he was interested in
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securing educational advantages for them and was a promoter of one of
the earliest schools in this section, the Aderhoff school on Lookout Mountain. These children were: Caroline, married Dr. Thomas Y. Park;
Juliet A., married Dr. Ira Wm. McCutchen; Katherine, married Wm.
Branham; Martha Cook, married I. P. Russell; John, married Jane Bennett ; Sarah Geraldine, married Wyatt S. McCutchen ; Mary Elizabeth,
married John T. Burkhalter; Florence, and Johanna.
A Methodist church was recently built on land given for this purpose
by Mrs. M. E. Burkhalter. The McCulloh family burying ground adjoins
this picturesque stone church. Many descendants of Joseph and Elizabeth McCulloh live in this section.

The English name Moor or Moore, and the Scottish Muir, are from the
Saxon word meaning heathy ground, and has risen from residence at a
boggy heath or moor. It also means Great, Tall. A careful examination
of the various censuses and war records of the nation reveals a multitude
of Moores who have diffused themselves throughout the nation from its
earliest conception. A large number of these have been famous a s governors, senators, congressmen, physicians, lawyers, ministers, etc.
Jacob Moore was born in 1817 in South Carolina, whence he migrated
into Alabama where he died in 1859. Hit wife's name was Looney Ann
Sweatman. They had two sons, William B: and Allen J., who came into
McLemore's Cove soon after their mother's death in 1847, and lived some
years in the home of Theron Crowder.
William B., while still a mere boy, enlisted in the Confederate Army
and served as a courier, being wounded in some of the many battles. Following the surrender, he grew to manhood in the Cove, and during these
years attended school a t St. Mary's Institute, taught by Captain J. Y.
Wood. Here under that model teacher he made rapid progress in his
studies, so much so that he began teaching himself, and for a number
of years he taught in the county.
In 1877 he married Sarah E. Wells, daughter of Daniel C. and Lydia
Wells. Daniel C. Wells was a soldier of the Confederacy, serving throughout the war, and was killed about its close near Macon, Georgia. His
father was Andrew Wells, born 1803, in Kentucky. After his marriage
William B. Moore bought a farm in McLemore's Cove, later known as
the Moore farm, where he lived till his death in 1901. He was a Mason
and member of St. Mary's Lodge.
I n this home were born the following children: Laura, George, Arthur, Luther, Tenia, Albert, Sallie, Rufus, Fannie, Charles, Mary. Laura,
b. 1879, d. 1902, married Charles L. Evitt, three children ; George, lives
in Arizona; Arthur married Lizzie Garrett and they have four children.
He lives a t Cedar Grove; Luther (1884-1905) ; (Tenia (1886-1887) ; Albert (1887-1905) ; Sallie (1898-1899) ; Rufus lives in Chattanooga; Fan-
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nie married Augustus F. Edwards. They have nine children and live a t
Marietta, Georgia; Charles (1893-1911) ; Mary lives with her brother,
Rufus, and is a 'teacher in the public schools of Chattanooga, Tennessee,
where she has been teaching for eleven years. Mary Evitt, daughter of
Laura, lives with Rufus and Mary. She holds a responsible position in
the purchasing department of the Tennessee Electric Power Company,
where she has been for several years.

Jesse Mercer Shaw (1824-1903) was the son of Amos Shaw and Sara
Wagner Shaw. Amos Shaw was born 1789 in Oglethorpe county, Georgia,
where also his wife was born in 1793. They were married in 1812, and
to this union were born eleven children. With this large family he came
to Walker county about 1838. The first night of his arrival he camped
on a small hill, where afterward he established his home and spent the
remainder of his life. His grandson, Frank M., now resides in the old
home on the hill where the first camp was made. Amos Shaw acquired
quite a n acreage of that fine fertile land for which the Cove is justly
famous. Some of the old deeds are in possession of the present owner,
Frank M., and show dates of 1838. Amos died in 1859, his wife in 1873.
Jesse Mercer, one of the younger sons of Amos, bought the home
place and spent the remainder of his life on the ancestral homestead. I n
1847 he married Mary Camp (1831-1881). They had eleven children, all
of whom lived t o maturity, as follows: Nancy E. (1848-1867) ; Robert
B. (1851-1927) ; Sara E: (1843-1909) ; George W. (1856-1929) ; Mary F.
(1858-1918) ; Houston A. (1862-1888) ; Estelle P. (1864-1882) ; Jesse E.
(1871-1913). James M., born 1867 ; Minnie E., born 1869, and Frank M.,
born 1875, are the only ones left of the family. James M. lives in Chattanooga where he has been a successful merchant for many years. Minnie
E. (Freeman) and Frank M. are residents of the county.
Jesse Mercer Shaw was named for the Rev. Jesse Mercer, famous
Baptist minister of Georgia and founder of the Mercer Institute, now
known as Mercer University. He was, during his day, one of the outstanding citizens of the county. He stood for good schools, churches and
for progressive methods in farming. On his farm he developed the variety of corn known by his name and which often won prizes a t county and
state fairs, including also first prize at the World's Fair, in 1892, a t
Chicago. He was a Confederate soldier. I n 1877 he represented the
county in the Lower House of the General Assembly.
Frank M. Shaw, the younge,st child of his father's family, lives a t the
old Shaw home, being the third generation who has lived where the first
pioneer, Amos Shaw, camped when he arrived in the county. Frank M.
married Nannie Clements, daughter of John and Louisa (Suttle) Clements, two families who were pioneers in the county. They have three
children, Frank Clements, Mary Louise, Martha Camp.
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Frank M. Shaw is a farmer and one of the leading citizens of the
county. He is now a member of the Commissi~nersBoard of Roads and
Revenue, and is one of our most progressive citizens. He is a Mason and
a Baptist.

K. B. Roberts (1854-1931) was the son of Champion Roberts and
Elenor Catherine i ~ e ~ h o r c e rRoberts.
)
Champi*onRoberts was born
in 1832 in Tennessee. His wife, born 1833, was the daughter of Temperance McWhorter, who was a native of South Carolina. I n this home
were born three children, viz.: Emma, who married Lemuel Brotherton;
Sade, who married David Dalton; and K. B., who married Millie Jane
Bird. Children : Charley, Clinton, Cora, Carl, Hattie, Tempie, Myrtle,
and' ~Joe. Millie Jane Bird Roberts (1859-1926) was the daughter of
John and Lucinda Bird, who were natives of Tennessee. Their children
were: Sallie, who married John Hall; Millie Jane, who married K. B.
Roberts, in 1883; Catherine married J. J. Fletcher; and Lee married
Addie Dyer.
John Bird came to Georgia before the Civil War, settling near Crawfish Spring where he died in 1873, his wife surviving till 1900. ~ o d n
Bird was a blacksmith by profession, because of which he was exempt
from military duty and did not serve in the Civil War.
Of the eight children born to Mr. and Mrs. K. B. Roberts, Charley
married Grace Boling ; Clinton married Hattie Bridges ; Carl married
Jewel Bridgeman and they have six children : Evelyn, Edwin, Earl, Elizabeth, Eloise, and Etheridge ; Joe (1900-1932) married Lucile Bowman ;
children: Joe, Jr., Jack, and Roy Lamar.
The girls are all single and live a t the old home, "The Twin Poplars,"
near Chickamauga. Cora, Tempie and Myrtle are teachers, having taught
23, 17 and 11 years respectively. All have permanent State Certificates,
Class A. They have made good in the school room and proved to be excellent instructors. Cora has the honor of being the first teacher in the
county to bring her school up to the state standard, receiving for her
school the first certificate for a standard school in North Georgia.
All the children are doing well in their several fields of endeavor.
Charley and Clinton live a t Lyons, Georgia, Carl in Chattanooga, and Joe
a t Lyons till his death April 15, 1932.
It is delightful to observe the beautiful spirit of loyalty and affection
pervading these sisters and br*others. They are sincerely devoted to one
another and to each other's welfare.

John David Veatch was born in Cherokee county, Ala., in 1851. He
was the son of John and Rebecca (Chapman) Veatch, natives of Whitley
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county, Ky. John was born in 1805. His father came into the "Dark
and Bloody Ground" s,oon after the Revolution and was associated with
Daniel Boone and his followers as hunters and Indian fighters. John
often related not only his own, but many of his father's exciting and dangerous encounters with the fierce natives of the forests which occurred
during the half century following the Revolution. He often related how
those red-blooded Kentucky mountaineers often, on the least provocation,
would challenge each other to fight a duel; he, himself, once engaged in
one, but, happily, escaped unhurt. The mode of procedure was substantially as follows: The course being measured off the principals with their
seconds standing a t each end with firearms ready. The umpire called:
"Ready, one, two, three, stop." The firing must be done between the
words "ready" and "stop." After this each considered his honor saved
whether his life was or not. John died in 1892 a t the age of 87. He
lived first in Kentucky, afterward in Alabama and finally in Georgia.
Among other children, John had a son, John David, who married
Sarah Frances Lowery, dau. of William and Sarah (Ray) Lowery. John
David came with his father t o Walker county during the latter part of
the Civil War, being a t that time a lad of some 14 years. Here he grew
to manhood and reared a large family of children, six boys and two girls,
all living, as follows: A. C. married Lula Wilson, one child, Mary Frances,
now a t Wesleyan College, Macon, Ga. K. A. married Minnie Skates. C.
N. married Glennie Lewis, eight children. C . L., graduated Powder
Springs and State University, four years a t each; now editor Commerce
News, Commerce, Ga.; married Romelle Sudduth, three children. W. R.,
a Baptist minister and pastor, married Allie Lawrence and they have
eight children. F. B. is in t h e United States Army and is stationed a t
present in the Philippine Islands. Allie married James P. Skates, four
children. Gussie married J. W. Burnes, one child.
A. C. Veatch, the oldest of these children, was educated a t Piedmont
college, later attending the State University where he took courses in
Agriculture and in Engineering, later returning for other short courses.
He was in his early days one of the country's successful teachers. He
served five years a s County Agent, the first the county had, afterward
appointed county engineer which he held for three years. In 1925 he
was appointed Warden of Chain Gang which position he now occupies.
John David Veatch is still in life, now in his 82nd year, is reasonably
active and in good health, and bids fair to remain for many years.

R. H. Dyer was born in 1808 in Tennessee, his wife, Kevern, was born
in the same year in South Carolina. They came to Walker county in 1847
and settled where not many years later the bloody battle of Chickamauga
was fought. The eldest son, Spill B., was born in 1828, coming to Walker
county with his father where he became a prosperous farmer and possessed of one of the finest farms in the county. When the tocsin of war
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sounded in sixty-one, he promptly enlisted and served throughout that
bloody conflict. He was in the Chickamauga battle and because of his
familiarity with the territory he became General Bragg's personal
courier. After the war he settled down to his farm life and to raise and
educate his large family. In 1890 he disposed of his farm to the U. S.
government and bought another in the Cove near Pond Spring where he
lived till his death in 1905. In 1851 he married Ellen Parker, to which
union were born fifteen children, eleven of whom raised families.
Lee H. Dyer (1858-1931), the
sixth child of Spill B. and Ellen
Parker Dyer, grew to manhood on
his father's farm near Lytle where
he received his educatison in the local
schools, later attending sch8001 a t
Sumac, Ga., taught by that famous
educator, Prof. E. I. F. Cheyne. For
some years he was a teacher rendering excellent service in that field;
however, he spent the greater portion of his life a s a farmer. For
many years he served a s a member
of the Board of Education of the
county,
Mr. Dyer was a prominent
Mason. He served his lodge a s mast e r many times and was always intensely interested in Masonry and
its teachings. For many years he
was a member of the Grand Lodge
and at times was one of its officers.
He loved the principles of the order
and lived up to its precents.
LEE H. DYER
Perhaps as a churchman he was
most favorably known. He became a member of the Baptist church early
in life and continued till the end a devotee of Christianity. He loved his
church and all its activities. He gave of his energy and his substance t o
its advancement. For ten years he was moderator of the Coosa Baptist
Association, and for perhaps fifty years a member of that body.
Being a man of positive convictions and always standing for those
convictions, he stood four-square for the right as he saw the right. He
would never compromise with wrong in order to make o r keep a friend,
but stood out, clear and distinct, a beacon light, for what he regarded as
truth and right. On all moral questions his acquaintances knew where he
stood-he possessed the backbone of his convictions.
In 1883 he married Alice, daughter of William J. and Myra (Chapman) Greene, granddaughter of James K. and Ann (Underwood) Greene,
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and great-granddaughter of John Greene, soldier of the Revolution. TO
this union were born: ( I ) , R. H., married Belle Glenn, one child, Ruby
Lee. (Z), Minnie Lee (1887-1888). ( 3 ) , Edgar H. (1888-1904). (4),
Irene (1892), married Napoleon Abbercrombie.
( 5 ) , John Greene
(1896), married Ruth Goodson; children: E. Roland, B. Frank, Gussie,
Georgia Mae, Joe Alice.

W. S. Parker, son of Joel Parker, son of Benjamin Parker, son of
George Parker. George was born in 1755, probably in Virginia or North
Carolina. Crossing the Blue Ridge he became a resident among those
early settlers who organized the State of Franklin, later Tennessee. Benjamin, born 1779 in Monroe county, Tenn., married Catherine Gray (b.
1783). Their children were nine in number. One of these was Joel (b.
1820), who married Margaret Sherk in 1847. They had 11 children, 9
living t o maturity; one of these was W. S. (Billy) Parker. Joel lived
during the war in Bradley county, Tenn. He was the community blacksmith and because of his occupation was exempt from military duty. In
consequence of the panic of 1873 he lost all his worldly goods and to begin
anew he migrated to Georgia, settling first at Trion, later moving to
Walker county where he died and was buried a t Trinity. He was coroner
at the time Sheriff Mize was killed by Brad Redden and held the inquest.
W. S. Parker was born 1861 in Bradley county, Tenn., coming to
Georgia a t 12 years of age where he has since resided. He grew up on
the farm under his father's tutelage, attending such schools a s the county
afforded a t that time. Much of his education was secured a t home where
he was able by close application and "burning the midnight lamp" to acquire a considerable knowledge of most of the subjects taught in our
common schools. Later he had the good fortune to attend the school
taught by that Master Teacher, Captain John Y. Wood, as also, R. W.
Blackwell, Boog Little, A. R. McCutchen and P. H. Edwards, because
of which he was able to begin teaching himself and for nearly 20 years
he taught in Walker, Chattooga and Catoosa counties, giving general satisfaction wherever he taught. He has been, always, a stanch believer in
education; so much so that he has by hard work, economy and careful
living-sometimes depriving himself of the comforts of lif e-been able
to give all his nine children a splendid education, going through high
school. Reared and educated nine children-some accomplishment ! He
is a member of the Methodist church and has always taken a keen interest in church, Sunday school and civic affairs. He is also a member of
the Masonic fraternity. A Christian gentleman, upright, honorable, reliable, Billy Parker stands well to the front among the county's citizens.
In 1886 he married Laura, daughter of D. C. and Mary Brewer of
Catoosa county, to which union were born the following children: Eula
(1888), married Max Wallis, they have two children and live at LaFay-
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ette ; Cleveland (1890), married Mary Harris, two children, home, Macon,
Ga., general agent for Royal Typewriter Co.; Joel C., married Ruby
Hogue, three children, in business near Ft. Oglethorpe; Belle (1894),
single ; Margaret (1897), married J. F. Hamptoli, two children ; Thelma
(1900), married A. E. Harrington, three children; Rose (1902), single ;
Denver (1905), single ; Mary (1911), single.
The girls have all held desirable and responsible positions in business
a t Chattanooga for a number of yerrs, where by close application and
attention to duties they have made good, and are among some of Walker's
splendid girls who have located in our neighboring city. The older ones
located there first and by economy they were able to assist their father in
educating the younger girls, later helping them to secure a business education and a position. Happy, thrice happy, is that parent who has such
children! Ever and anon, the girls make it their duty a s it is a pleasure
to go back to the old home to see father and mother, never forgetting to
carry some memento or other reminder of filial love. The mother, especially, is growing feeble and the girls have arranged for a helper in the
home so as to conserve her strength, and maybe prolong her life,
Joel Parker was closely related to many noted East Tennessee families,
as the McSpaddens, Trims, McCaslins, Spraggins, Carters, Mosiers, etc.
He was first cousin to David M. Key, Postmaster-General in Hayes' Administration, many of whose descendants now live in and around Chattanooga.

The descendants of Benjamin Neeley Wheeler constitute one of the
pioneer families of Walker county. He and his wife, Rebecca Bridgeman, were each born in England, according to family records, he in
1793 and she in 1797. Settling first in Virginia, they came later into
Tennessee. Two brothers came over with him, one going to Arkansas
and the other to Alabama. There is a tradition that General "Fighting
Joe" Wheeler is in the line of one of these families.
Benjamin Wheeler finally made a settlement a t the spot where is
now East Lake Park, near Chattanooga, using the family drinking wate r from the spring a t that place. About 1830 he removed to Walker
county, settling this time a t Crawfish Spring, moving later to LaFayette where he lived till his death in 1841. He was taken to Chattanooga
for burial, perhaps because there was no well-established burying
ground in the county a t that time.
This family divides into three major branches according to the three
sons, Calvin C., William M., and John B., all of whom spent most of
their lives in the county. Harriet, a daughter, married Benjamin
Burns, no children, and Elizabeth, another daughter, married James
Walker, moving early to Texas. Catherine and Nimrod, two other children of Benjamin, died young, thus leaving in the county the three
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sons named above. They and their children make up this sketch principally.
(1). Calvin Wheeler, oldest of these three brothers, was born in
Tennessee in 1822 and was a faithful upright citizen of those early
days; he lived for many years on the farm still known by his name
north of LaFayette, where he died and was buried st the Lawrence
graveyard near Rock Springs. His wife was Elizabeth Posey, and they
reared a large family, a s follows: Henry, Martha, Rebecca, John, Harriet, Jack, Mary, James and Richard
( ~ i c k ) . Henry; Green and Jack all
went to Texas in early manhood,
where they married and reared families. The names of their children
we have been unable to get correctly. Martha, James and Rebecca died
in youth. Harriet married George
Young and they had a son, Louis,
who lives now in Savannah, Ga.
Mary married Mack Hartline, and
they moved to Texas.
Richard
(Dick) married Amazone Bowman
and they live a t McKinney, Texas.
Their children are known here by
the names, Jim, John, Frank, Tom,
Blanche and Dora. Of their immediate families there is no record at
hand.
Those in the family who have
carried the family line down to the
present are the children mainly of
John, who married Dei Adams and
JOHN B. WHEELER
are
living now, most of them, in the
For many years representative in
vicinity of Rossville, Ga. They are
the General Assembly of Georgia.
known as Marvin, Etta, now Mrs.
He won the sobriquet, "Watch
Dog of the Treasury."
McCall, Jessie, now Mrs. George
Turner, Dona, now Mrs. Charles
Roth, Willie Belle and Richard now a prominent merchant of Rossville
and a religious leader. Elmer died some years ago. Most of these have
families of splendid young people who value highly their connection with
this wing of the Wheeler family.
(2). William M. Wheeler was born in Tennessee in 1827. Coming with
his parents to Georgia, he married Lucretia Shipp and they had the
following children: Kitty, Susie, Harriet, Nancy, John, Charlie and
Mattie. Of these Susie and Kitty died in young womanhood. Nancy
married Elijah Thompson, who dying left two children, Laura and
Florence. John married Zoe Fielding and they had a son, William M.
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Wheeler, now of Dallas, Texas. Harriet married Bob Floyd, they have
no children.
Charlie married Isabell Strange to which union were born two children, Luther and Estella. Losing his first wife, Charlie married LUCY
Davis and they had the following children: Lee, Maggie, Henry, Clark,
Carl, Roy, Grady and Albert. Clark and Carl died when small. Luther,
a machinist of Chattanooga, married Ethel Bowman and they have
three children, Evelyn, Melba and Margaret. Estella married John
Mashburn, lives a t LaFayette, and they have seven children, Irene, J.
C., Hill, Annie Joe, Alvin, Alma Lucy and Martha (twins). Lee, a
contractor, lives a t Rossville, married Fannie Fox, two children, Quilla
and Leon. Maggie married M. B. Loughridge of LaFayette. They have
a son, Ross, and three daughters, Doris, Avis and Genelle. Henry, a
Chattanooga merchant, married Florence Hill, two children, Edna Ruth
and Anita. Grady married Lorena Jones of Rock Springs and lives a t
the William Wheeler home place, his mother living with him. He has
two little daughters, Mary Frances and Mayree Pope. Albert, a commercial worker of Atlanta, married Norma Torbett. Roy is still single
and is one of the business men of LaFayette.
Mattie, the youngest and only living of William Wheeler's immediate family, married James Bowman, who did not live long, leaving with
her a daughter, Claudia, now Mrs. R. C. Martin of Celina, Texas, who
also has the following children: Scott, Newell, Herman, Augusta, Weldon, Mary Kathryn, Dunaway, and Bobbie Ray. After the death of
James Bowman, Mattie married J. H. Moreland, to which union were
born Jessie, Isabell, Della, Fred and Nellie. Jessie married Effie
Leath, and they had two children, Samuel and Mary Frances. Isabell
married C. B. Ezell, and they had three children, Bernice, Genevia, and
Duffie. Della married Charlie Floyd and four children were born to
them, Robert, Daphnee, Hazel and Marguerite. Nellie married Clyde
Estes, no children; Fred married Ruth Robinson, one son. He later
married Freda Taylor.
William Wheeler, of whom these are the descendants, was an excellent, substantial citizen, living for years at the place that now bears
his name, about four miles north of LaFayette, where Grady now lives.
The record shows that he was a Confederate soldier and saw gallant
service; he was in the battle of Chickamauga. This entire branch of
the Wheeler family have held together with strong family ties through
the years. Most of the present generation are now living in the county
or not f a r removed. The old homestead has been kept in the family
name since the "fifties", Charlie Wheeler having spent his entire life
'there.
(3) John B. Wheeler, pioneer, farmer, landowner, statesman, mas
an acknowledged leader among his fellowmen. Born October 12, 1829
in Tennessee, Campbell county, he came with his parents to Walker
county in 1833. Because of the death of his father in early life he was
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left with little educational advantages, but being a man of great native
ability and full of energy he educated himself along practical lines
and was a student throughout life, his motto being, "Live and Learn".
In 1852 he married Catherine J. Jackson, to which union were born
one daughter, Rebecca, and seven sons, Henry F., Moses C., Andrew J.,
Benjamin N., Richard, Oscar, and Sylvester, who died in boyhood.
Rebecca married D. T. Scoggins, pioneer educator of Walker county,
and to this union were born one daughter, Cora, and three sons, John,
Thomas and Arthur. Cora, now Mrs. S. D. Mullinax of Atlanta, has two
daughters, Donnie and Muriel. John Scoggins, who died some years
ago, married Dora Adams, who lives with her son Troy of LaFayette.
Thomas S., for a long time manager of Georgia Baptist Orphanage a t
Hapeville, Ga., married Margaret Jones of Rock Springs. They live in
Atlanta and have a son Billie. Arthur married Susie Leath and they
have a daughter, Aubrey.
Henry, John, Benjamin and Oscar all moved some years since. Oscar lives at Ada, Okla., where he is engaged in commercial work. Henry, now deceased, made his home a t Colorado City, Texas, as a prominent farmer. John W., now a wealthy ranchmen, resides a t Merkel,
Texas, and Benjamin also a farmer lives there. These have all mwried
and have fam'lies. Oscar married Lulu Butts of Thomaston, Ga. They
have no children, having lost two little boys in death. Henry F. married Hass Morgan of Walker county before leaving for the west and
they have three sons, Edgar, Omas and Ulric, all of whom have families and live in Texas. John W. married Hqttie Killen of Texas and
have two ch:ldren, John W. Jr., and Alva. Benjamin married Drucilla
Hall of Texas and their children are Katie, Araminta, Rosa and Ruby;
also two sons, Paul and Andrew. All these are adults now and reside in
Texas.
Andrew J. Wheeler, prominent farmer of Walker county, now Jeceased, married Mary Smith of Walker county and removed to Texas
with his brothers, returning to this county in the early ninet'es, where
he made his home till his death in 1917. For a number of years he was
a member of the Board of Roads and Revenues. His children are a s
follows: Ulric R., construction worker and contractor, married Pearl
Loughridge and their children are Russell, John, Elizabeth, Cecil, Ruth
and Frank. Clint M., business man of LaFayette, married Louise Blay#lockand their children are Clint, Jr., Frances, Mary Catherine and Sidney Ann. John Paul, banker and insurance man, married Adelia McClure and lives in Chattanooga, having recently moved there from Macon,
Ga. Archie Jackson, traveling salesman, married Mary Catherine Fleming and lives in Chattanooga. Mary married Lester C. Larson and lives
in Chattanooga. Vera lives with her mother in that city and is single.
Moses Wheeler, successful farmer and live-stock man, having lived
a t the same place he settled when he married and being the only one
of the adult children who never moved away from t h e county, died a t
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the meridian of life and was buried a t the Lawrence cemetery. His
widow, Minnie Renfroe Wheeler, lives a t the home-place still near LaFayette. Their children are Margaret Edna, married Rev. Julia J. Sizemore, with two sons, Lamar Wheeler and Julian Jr. Edwin Oscar was
married to Tex Steverson, one little son, Marvin.
At the time of the death of Moses Wheeler, Jan. 4, 1901, aged 13,
the Walker County Messenger among other things had this to say of
him: "If he had a fault speak it softly, for it was not veiled in a garment of hypocrisy. If living for others instead of one's self is living
like a true philosopher, then Moses Wheeler knew what true life is".
The foregoing are the descendants of John B. Wheeler, and they
honor, with many others, the public services of the man, as well a s to
revere his name a s kinsman and family head. Aside from duties performed in the county, he served with distinction f o r a dozen years or
more a t three different times in the Georg!a Legislature. Of his record
there is an old Atlanta paper, perhaps the words of Henry Grady, has this
to say:Mr. Wheeler is a man of untiring industry and excellent business
qualities. He is no politician, although he held several county offices
before coming to the Legislature. With his sound views of public honesty and economy, there is nothing attractive to him in official station,
yet he shirks from no duty imposed upon him by his people of Walker
county. During the years he has served in the House, he has pursued
but one course, that marked by a consistent desire t o suppress useless
legislation ; to cut off extravagant expenditures ; t o defeat all schemes
to rob the treasury through doubtful appropriation, and to put good
and true men into all offices. He has been very properly called the
'Watch Dog' of the treasury; and he is very often t h e cutter-off of useless debate by calling the previous question. For these valuable offices,
condemned by some of course, and praised by others, the House has
complimented him with a vote of thanks. Even those who feel the power of his retrenchment and reform policies must acknowledge his honesty and integrity of character".
He died amid such services, surrounded by his family and many
friends, a t his home north of LaFayette, November 18, 1895, and was
buried at the Lawrence cemetery. At the time of his death the Walker
County Messenger among other words of praise and evaluation had this
to say: "In his hands the interest of the commonwealth was safe. Many
a raid on the treasury he has defeated. I n all relations and duties of
life he was found faithful. Among all her sons Walker county has had
none more worthy of the high regard in which he was held. His loss
is one t h a t cannot be replaced".

Garnett Andrews, the subject of this sketch, was born in Washington,
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Wilkes county, Georgia, September 15, 1870, the son of Col. Garnett
Andrews, of Washington, Ga., and Rosalie Champe Beirne, of Union,
Monroe county, W. Va. Garnett Andrews' grandfather was Judge Garnett Andrews, who was Judge of the Superior Court in the district surrounding Wilkes county, for twenty-eight years. Judge Garnett Andrews
ran for Governor of Georgia on the old "Know Nothing" ticket. Judge
Andrews' father, John Andrews, having come from Essex county, Virginia, to Wilkes county settlement shortly after the Revolutionary War.
Garnett Andrews spent his early boyhood in Yazoo City, Miss., where
his father was the partner of John Sharpe Williams who afterwards became United States Senator from Mississippi. Col. Garnett Andrews
moved with his family to Chattanooga, Tenn., in January, 1882, though
he had previously made investments in that city several years before and
it is (quite a coincidence that his father, Judge Garnett Andrews, also
invested in real estate in Chattanooga back in 1836 and 1837 and was
one of the contributors to the fund for the surveying and laying out of
the city of Chattanooga when it was incorporated in 1837.
Garnett Andrews was educated in the public schools of Chattanooga,
in the Virginia Military Institute of Lexington, Virginia, Class of 1890,
and the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, Mass., Class of 1892.
Leaving college he was teller in the old City Savings Bank of Chattanooga and afterwards went into the steamboat and warehouse business
a t the foot of Pine Street in Chattanooga, but in 1896 he established the
Chattanooga Knitting Mills, which in 1898 was moved out to Rossville,
Georgia, and the name changed to the Richmond Hosiery Mills. These
mills have grown until they now employ around 1700 people and have become one of the foremost industrial institutions of Walker county. Garnett Andrews in 1895 married Miss Elizabeth Lenoir Key, daughter of
the late Judge David M. Key, of Chattanooga, Tenn., who was United
States Senator, afterwards Postmaster General under Hayes' Administration and later United States District Judge for East Tennessee. Their
children were Betty Beirne, who married J. B. Waters of Rumson, N. J.,
and New York; Katharine Lenoir, who married Samuel C. Hutcheson,
of Chattanooga ; Garnett Andrews, Jr., the Superintendent of the Arrowhead Fashion Mills a t Rossville, Ga., and David Key Andrews, who is
connected with the National City Bank of New York. Mr. and Mrs.
Andrews were unfortunate enough to lose their oldest son, who was
named Garnett, when this boy was three and a half years of age, and
their youngest daughter, Margaret Avery, who was burned to death in
Chattanooga in 1917 a t the age of ten.
F o r eight or ten years Mr. Andrews resided on his farm, known as
Arrowhead Farm, south of Chickamauga Park on the LaFayette Road,
which farm is considered to be one of the show places of Walker county.
He is a member of the Mountain City Club, of Chattanooga, and of various other public organizations of that city and last year moved his
residence from his farm t o Chattanooga, Tenn., where he resides or.
Cameron Hill.
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James Keown (b. 1810), and his wife, Rebecca (b. 1812), grandparents of the subject of this sketch, were natives of South Carolina.
They were married about 1831. They removed to Alabama where their
second son, William Jasper, father of D. N., was born 1835. Returning
to Georgia with his family, James settled in East Armuchee Valley where
he spent the remainder of his days. He was in the county when the
Indians were removed from the county and was familiar with those exciting days of turmoil. James was one of three brothers who settled in
the county and from whom the numerous citizens of the county spelling
their names thus, have descended.
When he grew to manhood, William Jasper, in 1856, married Sallie
Davis, to which union were born three sons, viz., David Newton; Harvey
and Walter.
D. N. Keown was born in Walker county Nov. 8, 1857, and on Dec. 14,
1876, was married to Martha A., dau. of Chapman Baker, who through
her mother was descended from the McWilliams family of West Armuchee. To this union were born ten children, all of whom grew t o maturity, the oldest son, alone, being now dead, viz., Georgia Keown Smith,
1877; Emma, 1882; Harvey, 1884-1901; Ola Keown Coulter, 1887; J. C.,
1889 ; B. D., 1890; W. E:, 1892; Nannie Lee Keown Bomar, 1894; P. D.,
1897; D. H., 1900.
A mere lad during that horrible war of the sixties, he nevertheless
was able to recall during his last i e a r s most vividly many of the scenes
of those troublous times when his part of the county was for months
over-run by the troops of the two armies. His father having died early,
much of the labor necessary to support his mother's family devolved upon
his shoulders. For this reason, and because of the unsettled condition
of the Eountry a t that time and for years afterward, he was deprived of
an opportunity to secure an education. He, however, by dint of hard
work during the few weeks he was permitted to attend school, gained a
passable knowledge of the few books used in the schools of that early
time. He possessed a s a natural gift a fund of good common sense and
accurate judgment. With this he gained a much broader and more effective education in the rough and tumble of experience. Along with
his struggles he acquired habits of industry, tenacity and pertinacity.
He wqs a tireless worker, never left off when he had begun and never
ceased effort until the thing attempted became an accomplished fact.
He was a man of honor. The spirit of honor dominated his conduct.
Sincerity and integrity characterized his life. It can be said of himand was often said-thatf'his word was his bond. No need of a written
agreement with him ; death alone could prevent the fulfillment of his
promise. For his convictions of matters of vital concern to him, he stood
like a stone-wall. No half-way ground for him; no compromise where
character, honor or justice were involved. He had decided views on vital
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subjects, and having the courage of his convictions, he never failed t o
give expression to them regardless of whether his position met with
popular favor. Criticised a t times for his pertinacious stand in the face
of vital issues, he was ready to acknowledge himself in error if his position were found untenable. He championed the right side of all moral
issues. Everybody knew where to find him.
In early life he became a Christian and united with the Macedonia
Baptist church, later moving his membership to the Waterville church,
and still later he joined the Naomi church, being a charter member there.
He was a zealous Christian and a staunch Baptist. Called to the office
of deacon, he filled i t to t h e entire satisfaction of the church; was regular in his attendance upon the church services and supported it by his
means a s f a r a s his ability permitted. The members learned to rely
much on his wise judgment in church matters, and his opinion was always sought when questions were to be decided. He was a constant attendant a t the sessions of the Association. For many, many years, his
was one of the familiar faces to be seen a t those annual gatherings. H e
enjoyed meeting and shaking hands with his brethren and that pleasure
was reciprocated. Often a t these meetings might be seen the tear of
joy fall from his eyes under the power of some of the good old songs, o r
prayers, o r sermons. He believed in heart-felt religion.
He was pious in his home. His wife being a devout Christian, his
home was an ideal place for the rearing of children. He labored and
prayed for the salvation of his own children and had the great pleasure
to see them all happily united with the church before his passing.
When, on February 23, 1930, David Newton Keown died, it could be
said "Truly, a good man has gone."

Levi Stansell was born in South Carolina in 1832 whence he came to
Georgia as an orphan boy about the year 1840. There were 13 boys and
4 girls in his father's family. William Stansell, his father, lived to be
104 years of age. He came as a small lad to Roswell, in Cobb county,
where he wrought in the now famous Roswell Cotton Mills. Later he
moved t o Atlanta where he served an apprenticeship as a brick mason,
which occupation he followed ever afterward. In 1868 he moved with
his family to Walker county, settling in East Armuchee valley where
Ryal and Elijah, two older brothers, had previously settled. He died in
1910 in Cullman, Ala., a t the age of 78 years.
In 1859 in Atlanta, Ga., he married Harriet Boutell (1830-1901), who
was born in New Salem, Mass., to which union was born one son, William L.
William L. Stansell, the subject of this sketch, was born in Atlanta,
Ga., on December 12, 1860. In 1868, when a lad of seven years, he
came with his parents to Walker County, where he grew to manhood
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near Villanow, attending the community schools when there happened
to be one. Two of his teachers were Sam P. Maddux and John C.Stokes.
However, his first learning and the most important p a r t was received
from his mother, who was careful to instill in his youthful mind principles of truthfulness, honesty and right-living. Growing to manhood
he became a farmer till about 1898 when he removed to LaFayette and
was for many years employed in the stores of the Union Cotton Mills.
In 1915 he was elected Ordinary of the county and has served in
t h a t capacity since, having been recently re-elected for another term
(1932). Mr. Stansell has proved to be one of the most efficient of our
county officers. Strictly attentive t o the business of the office, accurate and obliging, he is greatly admired by the citizenry of the county.
He is a member and constant attendant of the Baptist church.
On November 2, 1879, he married (1) Permelia, (1859-1918), daught e r of M. G . and Emily (Robbs) Clements, to which union were born
the following children: Clemmie, Oliver, Hattie, Sadie, Perry, Maybel, J.
C., and Helen, (2) Ethel Tyner, daughter of J. R. and Mary (Conley)
Tyner. One child died in infancy.

W.H. H. Simmons, the father of the subject of this sketch, was born
in 1842 in Forsyth county, Georgia, where he grew to manhood and in
1861 enlisted in the Confederate Army, serving throughout that fateful
struggle, seeing service in the Virginia campaign together with his brother, James. In 1865 he married Loucinda N. Jones, to which union were
born three children, viz., Martha (Mrs. J. R. Walker), H. S., and Charley.
With his family he came to Walker county in 1885, having resided for
some years in Tennessee. Both he and his wife are buried a t Chickamauga.
H. S. Simmons (1867-1930) married Beulah Pirkle in 1893. Miss
Pirkle was likewise a native of Forsyth county, having come to this
county when a child. To this union were born six children, as follows:
Mae (Mrs. Olin Pitman) ; Ray, who married Venice Wilson; Paul married Madge Dangler; Fi*eda married Luther W. Cagle ; Hansel and Thelma
both single.
Few people in the northern part of the county were better or more
favorably known to more people than 'Squire H. S. Simmons. Elected
Justice of the Peace in 1900, he served continuously for 30 years, except for a short interim when his district was declared abolished in
consequence of the operation of the no fence law; but a s soon as the district was restored all minds reverted to H. S. Simmons and he was reelected. Mr. Simmons was an officer of the old type--one who labored to
keep the peace among his people, and to settle disputes out of court.
Many a man with his ire up because of some actual or fancied grievance
has gone to him for some action in his court and after a conversation
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with the justice has changed his mind, dropped the matter and gone home.
Probably more people sought his advice on ordinary legal matters
than any mali in his section-and sought it with confidence in his knowledge of course, but especially in his honesty and probity. He was not
an officer for the little fee simply,-for his nobleness of mind reached
above a mere matter of money-but if he could serve his neighbors by
acting as peacemaker-by preventing an action a t law-he felt that he
had performed an act greater than that of a judge. "Blessed are the
peacemakers f o r they shall be called the sons of God."
In his decisions as judge, Mr. Simmons has exemplified to a remarkable degree the motto of the Constitution of the State of Georgia, "Wisdom, Justice, Moderation."
Mr. Simmons became a member of the Baptist church in 1894 and
continued an acceptable and devoted member till his death. Regular in
his attendance a t its services when possible, liberal as f a r as his ability
extended in its support, his presence and genial smiles are missed by
the congregation.

Miles W. Whitlow, (1811-1885), was the son of Bolden Whitlow. His
first wife Emily Gholston, died in 1846 leaving five children, Eleanor,
Alima, Nency, Martha Jane, and John, his second wife being Elizabeth
A. Woods (1821-1898). He had six sisters, who married, respectively,
James Bonds, Archie Bonds, Henry Boss, Avery Camp, Billy Mathia,
and William Bailey, all of whom lived, a t that time, in the Cove, and
whose descendants are, many of them, still residents of t h a t section.
Miles Whitlow was one of those early hardy pioneer settlers whose religion was not averse to labor. I n work season it was his custom to be
standing by the plow handles when day light dawned, t h a t he might
see how to follow the plow; and the darkness of twilight was his signal for "taking out." There was no stopping for water, t h i s being
brought by his wife or children. If a neighbor happened t o pass
through or by the field and wished to stop f o r a chat, he must follow
Mr. Whitlow's plow or there was no chatting. This was the situation
during work season; a t other times when the rush was over his life was
not quite so strenuous. However, he was always busy with his farm
work. At his death he left a handsome home and property to his heirs.
M. NI. Whitlow, (1855), was the oldest of four children, the others
dying young. They all died within a space of less than 25 days (See
Thurman Graveyard). In 1875 he married Ella T., daughter of Robert F.
and Mary Frances (McWhorter) Shaw, and granddaughter of George
Shaw, pioneer settler. Mr. and Mrs. Whitlow owned and lived on a
beautiful fertile farm near Davis Cross Roads. Here their home was
blessed with 12 children, 10 of whom grew to maturity and are still
living-eight girls and two boys. All these he educated and trained
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for life's work. Ten healthy children reared to maturity! Mr. Whitlow
was never sent to Congress or the Legislature, but he has done a greate r work t h a n many who went there. He is now in his 77th year and has
never had a lawsuit.
In 1907 he sold his holdings in the Cove and went to Arizona where
he remained till 1910 when he returned t o the county, settling near
Kensington where he resides with his wife on the farm, greatly beloved
by all the children and grandchildren who often visit a t the old home.
FAMILY
RECORD: Willie (1876), married Charley Kaylor. Children :
Estelle, Frank, Erwin. Effie (1878), married Martin Davis. Children:
Harold, Miles. Lela (1879), married J. C. Wyatt. Children: Jack,
Whitlow, Harold, Eleanor, Virginia. Virgie (1881), married Knox
Brooks. No children. Mary (1883), married H. B. Hankinson. Children : Wood, Morris. Ethel (18851, Single. Frank (1887), married Fannie Nelson. Children : Frank, John, Fletcher. Kate (1890), married Elmer Messer. Children: Anna, Peggy. Ruth (1892), died in infancy.
John (1893), married Kate Ellis. Children : Franklin, Ralph, Mary
Elizabeth. Fay (1895), married Charley Evitt. Children : Mary Frances, Betty Jane, Billy. Dewey (1898-1900).

Anthony Voiles, born in South Carolina in 1819; his wife, Priscilla,
was born in same state in 1826. It is not known when they migrated t o
this state but they were in Georgia when their first child was born in
1845. The census of 1850 gives his name a s a resident of the eastern
part of the county, now included in Whitfield county. His home at t h a t
time was near Gordon Springs and his occupation was given a s a miller.
A few years later, 1852, he removed to McLemore's Cove and settled
near Harden Springs, afterward called Kensington. Here he bought a
small farm and by industry, frugality and economy, he lived for many
years, paid for the farm, reared and educated one of the largest families
in the county.
In 1892, when land prices were inflated, he sold his little farm and
bought the Shamblin old farm where the family has since resided. He
died during the year 1892, his wife surviving till 1901. Mr. Voiles and
wife were each members of the Antioch Baptist church. F o r many years
he operated the Dr. Lee old mill near Kensington and labored as a carpenter. His principal business, however, was farming. The children
were a s follows:
Annie (1845-1908) ; Martin (1846-1919) ; William (1847-1931) ; Emeline (1849-1926) ; John (1851-1862) ; James (1852-1923) ; Charles (1855) ; Edward (1869).
1857) ; Mollie (1865-1928) ; Price (1867Martin married Josephine Collins in 1875. Children : Ida, Samuel,
Addie, Price, and Grace. Annie, Frank, James and Joseph also had families. The three boys, William, Price and Edward, and the girls, Erne-
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line, and Sallie, also, Grace, dau. of Martin, have lived a t the old home
since the death of the parents, and have built up and maintained one of
the very best farms in McLemore's Cove. They have devoted their attention to stock raising, grain and hay during all these years, not a seed
of cotton being allowed to grow on the farm. They have probably the
largest and most commodious barn in all that section. The story is told
that after the barn was completed and as they were looking over and
through it, Price remarked to Ed, that 'we didn't need all this dog-gone
big barn." But the large crops of hay and forage annually gathered
sometimes taxes its capacity.
The principal crop raised annually is corn. Without exaggeration, i t
may be said that more corn is raised here each year than on any other
farm of equal size in the county. Three very large cribs of shucked corn
are filled each year, with an overflow stowed in the barn or other convenient place. More than 100 large two-horse wagon loads are harvested
almost every year. This corn is fed to horses, mules, hogs and cattle,
much also, being sold for bread purposes. Almost daily, during the spring
and summer, one or more buyers come for bread corn.
Milk cows, beef cattle, hogs, both for home consumption and for market, fine heavy mules, an abundance of poultry are some of the things
that are sure to attract the attention of visitors.
Rotation of crops is a part of their religion. Rarely is corn ever allowed t o follow corn, or wheat follow wheat. It is usually corn, small
grain, pasture,-taking three years for rotation. Very little commercial
fertilizer is used-perhaps none. There is practically no hired help, all
labor being performed by themselves. There is a sufficient supply of all
farming tools needed; and tools up-to-date are kept. They do their own
smithing, and this mostly a t idle times.
No car is kept. Perhaps a s well able to own an ordinary car as any
farmer in the county, certainly more so than the average farmer, they
have not been led away by the craze for quick transportation, which has
beyond doubt brought havoc to many of our farming population.
This home is given to hospitality. Perhaps more people, both well-todo and the lowly, are entertained here annually than a t most farm homes
in the county. It is pleasing, especially to the voluptuary, to happen a t
the home about the noon-day hour and be invited, which is sure to happen, to take dinner. Seated a t the table the visitor soon discovers that
he is lord of all he surveys, which is likely to include two or three dishes
of different vegetables in season, with their appurtenances; a dish of
ham and gravy; a large cobbler pie made of some fruit in season with
maybe a dish of pan pies. Then there will be corn bread "baked to a
turn" as Uncle Remus would say, with a plate of fresh biscuits, butter,
eggs, pickles and the various other little necessaries.
Neighborly, friendly, helpful,-always willing and ready to lend assistance to any in need, these boys and their sisters have walked along
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the quiet, sequestered way of life and are now rapidly descending toward
the setting sun,-two or three having departed during very recent years.
If a neighbor is sick, a grave to be dug, or any other service needed in
the community, they will be on hand. Mr. Ed has probably assisted in
digging more graves than any man in the county. The boys are familiarly
and affectionately known in the community as Mr. Bill, Mr. Price and
Mr. Ed; the sisters as Miss Em, Miss Sallie, Miss Grace, etc. It is a
pleasure to visit a t the Voiles home.

W. A. (DOCK)
WEAVER.
Isaac W. Weaver, of Irish descent, was born in East Tennessee in
1814, his father having moved into the Holston region from Virginia or
the Carolinas following the Revolution. In 1838, in Monroe County,
Tenn., he was married to Harriet Allen to which union were born the
following children : John, W. A., Nancy, James, Bradley, Randall and
Charlotte. John and W. A. moved into Walker County before the War
Between the States; the others arriving after the war. All these, except W. A. and James, later emigrating westward.
W. A. (Dock), enlisted in the Confederate army in Co. K. 39th Ga.,
serving throughout that fratricidal strife till the surrender. He was
with Kirby Smith and Joseph E. Johnston in many hard-fought battles
and forced marches. Was a t the siege of Vicksburg, a t Missionary
Ridge, and in that long series of engagements from Dalton to Atlanta,
where he did valient service in the trenches. He was not present a t the
Chickamauga battle, being still on parole from the Vicksburg siege. He
was severely wounded in the neck a t the battle of Resaca. After the
fall of Atlanta he retreated under General Hood toward Nashville and
so continued his service till the surrender.
Returning home he laid aside his soldier uniform, if i t could be socalled, and took up the duties of the citizen and made a model one. Here
in the Rock Spring community he lived for many years till his death,
honored and respected a s a friend, neighbor and citizen. He was a devoted member of the Baptist church and was always found a t its services unless providentially hindered. He was for a number of years
Tax Receiver of the county.
In 1868 he married Lois, dau. of Edward L. and Adeline (Evatt)
White, granddaughter of Thomas Evatt, once sheriff of the county. To
this union were born thirteen children, viz., C. D., single; James, married Rena Flack, one child; Lela, married W. D. Chapman, two children; Bessie, married Sam Williams, six children; Isaac, married Kate
Bird, three children; Laura, married J. A. Howard, two children; W. J.,
married Ella Johnson, seven children; Annie, married Ed Johnson, one
child ; Susie, married Augustus Peters, five children ; Frank, married
Nora Bird, no children; Dera, married Burrell Stanfield, three children; Mary, married Emmet Hawkins, three children; Bertie, died in
infancy.
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George Suttle, who was a soldier of the Revolution during his early
teens, and fought in the Continental Army for American Independence,
was born in 1766 in Shenandoah Valley, Va. The Suttles were of German
descent, coming to America, probably, early in the 18th century. In 1787

HOME OF JOHN B. SUTTLE
A typical Southern Mansion, in West Armuchee valley, built
during the fifties. Below is seen the slave quarters, grim reminders of a past civilization, still standing and in fair condition, now
nearly a hundred years old. Before the war there were many
such scenes throughout the county but they have all disappeared
save the one shown here.

he married Nancy Bias and settled in Rutherford county, N. C., where
he reared a large family of children.
John Bias Suttle, youngest son of nine children, was born 1810, and
in 1836 married Jane Young. In 1838, with their first born, and negroes,
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household goods and stock they launched forth on a journey to North
Georgia, recently vacated by the Cherokee Indians, to carve a new home
in the wilderness, setting in West Armuchee Valley where they lived the
first year in an Indian hut, near where the Suttle homestead was afterward located. Courageous, 'onest and godly, John B. Suttle was a man
of vision. Although making his home in a new country with no conveniences, no refinements and little civilization, he went to work to bring
these things out of chaos, and order to his new surroundings. To this
end he was the first to advocate schools and churches, both of which soon
sprang up in the beautiful valley. Later he sent his children to LaFayette, Rome and Athens for a finished education.
Possessed of broad acres of fertile, virgin lands and with many carefree, happy negroes to do the farm work, Mr. Suttle established here one
of the most typical and attractive old Southern mansions in Walker county. This old homestead is situated on an eminence in the eastern part
of the beautiful valley. Here are still to be seen the ancient slave-quarters still in good repair, grim reminders of a past civilization.
A more prosperous, happier family could hardly have been imagined
when in the fateful year, sixty-one, the war-clouds burst over the Southland. John B. Suttle, because of deafness, was ineligible for military
duty, but his only son, that cavalier, the gallant James T. Suttle, then
only 16 years of age, together with his bodyguard, "Rude" Suttle, as attendant, marched forth, to give his life, if necessary, in the defense of
his country, serving till the war-clouds lifted, when he returned home and
once more the family circle was re-united.
This beautiful story of slavery is typical of John B. Suttle: When he
left North Carolina he brought among other slaves a woman whose husband belonged to another slave-owner, Mr. McDowell. Arrived in Georgia, Mr. Suttle wrote Mr. McDowell in North Carolina that he did not
wish to separate a man and his wife, and asked what he would take for
the woman's husband. "Fifteen hundred dollars in gold," was the reply. Mr. Suttle sent the money and the husband was brought to Georgia
and a family was re-united, and made happy, and 22 children were born
in this home. Rude, mentioned above, was one of these and proved an invaluable friend and companion to J. T. Suttle both in war and peace.
To John B. Suttle and his wife were born ten children, all living to
mature years except the second child, Calvin. There were eight daughters, viz.: Margaret, Mary, Sarah, Sue, Lou, Dora, Emma and Georgia,
and one son, James T. All the children, except the oldest daughter, have
spent their lives in Walker and adjoining counties. Margaret married
Gideon Walker and moved to Texas in 1860. One daughter, Blance, has
been a missionary in China for 25 years. A son, Young, was a Baptist
minister, passing to his reward in 1931. Dora Suttle did a great work
a s teacher in Walker county f o r many years. James T. was a splendidly
educated man, having attended Athens and the University of Virginia.
After completing his education he taught f o r a number of years, but the
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passing of his father compelled him to forsake the school room and devote
his time and energy to his father's estate. From early manhood till he
answered the last call, Nov. 2, 1925, he devoted his life to his sisters and
their families, two of them having been left widows in early life. His
was indeed a noble example of self sacrifice.
This happy homestead, once pregnant with its happy inmates, the
prosperous, refined, joyous Suttle family, is now deserted of them allall save one grandchild of the original owner, Miss Jamie McCullough,
who lives in and cares for the old home. Few families of the county have
a more interesting history than that of the Suttles.

In the death of Rev. Abraham B. Sizemore, a t his home near Rock
Springs, June 14, 1925, age 72 years, Walker lost a splendid citizen, he
having lived in the county over forty years, in Upper Cove, Mt. Camel
and Warren communities, and at the present home.
The Sizemore family connects back to Northeast Georgirr and the
Carolinas, Abraham's father, Allen Grant, having been born a t Cornelia,
Ga., and Richard L., the grandfather, in the territory of Greenville,
South Carolina. The subject of this sketch was born near Valley Head,
Alabama, May 22, 1853, and was given his name from his maternal grandfather, Abraham Horton, of Habersham county, the Sizemores having
moved to Alabama just prior to the War BetwGn the States.
The older family was sadly divided over the issues of this struggle.
Allen Grant was an ardent non-secessionist, later won to the support of
the Confederacy. William went North, joined the Federal armies and
was killed in service. John F. and James H. were officers in the Southern
army, while John W. of the immediate family, eldest son, enlisted as
private in the S*outherncause.
Abraham came of a large family and had the following brothers: John
W., Richard L., Allen G., Jr., Wofford A., and Geo. W.; while the sisters,
by married names, are Mrs. Mary Bennett, Mrs. R. R. Turner, Mrs. Bettie Lovelace, Mrs. John Martin, Mrs. Hiram Dodd, as well as Miss Annie
Sizemore. All of these are now dead, except Mrs. Dodd, of Valley Head,
Ala., and, perhaps, Mrs. Bennett, of Arkansas.
Of large family, suported only by a small farm, naturally his material
advantages were few, but heroically he. accepted his place amid the Reconstruction days. With little money but with the good wishes of his
father, Abraham came to McLemore's Cove, still a minor, having a sister,
Mrs. Shankles, later Mrs. Turner, living there, and he took up residence
with her, working with others also, and there in the Cedar Grove community grew into mature manhood. In the memory of this early struggle for a foothold of material things, he always spoke kindly of the aid
and encouragement given by such outstanding citizens a s John Ye Wood,
with whom he lived a year; Washington Head, also with whom he worked ;
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and Nelson Smith, who gave him his first industrial opportunities, and
many others also.
Under the preaching of the Rev. Joe Harwood he was converted, in
Alabama, and joined Town Creek Baptist Church, but on coming to the
Cove he sustained a regular attendance upon the Cedar Grove Methodist
Church, where he met Melissa McCarty to whom he was married in 1876,
they living in that community for some years.
Mrs. Sizemore was the daughter of Floyd L. and Catherine Acree
McCarty, the McCartys and Acrees being wholly of Scotch and Irish
descent respectively, the McCartys moving from Monroe, Georgia, into
the county a t the close of the war, Floyd L., broken in the service, dying
just a few months later. Of this family, as brothers, there were two sons,
Isaac, of large family, some residing in county still, and Starling, educated a t Calhoun by the Acrees, taught two terms of school, was smitten
of typhoid fever and died in youth. The other daughters were: Nancy,
dying young also; Mrs. Thomas Wood, moved to Texas; Mrs. John W.
Sizemore, Sr., and Mrs. Robert Mahan, Sr., all now dead, and most of
them buried a t the Cedar Grove Cemetery, near the church of their youth.
With family responsibilities a reality and with two or three children
born t o this union, Abraham felt distinctly that it was his duty to enter
the ministry. He realized that his education was limited, for he had had
only the advantages of a few short term schools, having "gone through"
Smith's Grammar, Davies' Arithmetic, with some Geography, History,
and Penmanship. After an intense struggle he confided the matter to
Capt. John Y. Wood, the educational and spiritual leader of that section,
and to Rev. Mr. Morgan, the pastor of the local Baptist Church. These
good men encouraged him to enter Union University, Jackson, Tenn., but
he had a family and was from a family of strong antipathy to Baptist
Mission Boards and Baptist schools, no doubt; though he became an
ardent supporter of missions. He was confronted with dangerous discouragement, and Capt. Wood assured him that he could do much good,
and that academic limitations would not count heavily in the rural
churches.
He became a close student of a few books, Bunyan's, a few class:cs,
histories, dictionaries, commentaries, and, most of all, the English Bible.
He "steeped his soul" in the language of the New Testament. He quoted
it fluently and freely, with good meaning if not literally. Dr. Jameson,
then president of Mercer University, said that he was one of the most
proficient in chapter and verse references from memory. Not considered
by all a profound preacher, he however, had a fine evangelistic gift, knew
always how to fit hi weii to serve where churches were supplied with pastors, and had an accomplishment, without compromise, in effectively
working with other denominations, his fervor, heart power, and prayer
causing him to render a large service even where no churches were or
church pivileges prevailed.
Reorganizing and reviving the Mentone (Ala.) Church, where the
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Baptist Assembly Ground is now, they called for his ordination, where
he baptized, in Little River, his wife into this church. Following this
pastorate, he was pastor for some years, of the Head River Church, baptizing into this church his eldest son, Julian, in the same river. It was
in this, the Lookout Valley Association, that he had the help and the
encouragement of such laymen a s James M. Forrester, G. A. R. Bible,
W. I?. Pickle, the Hamics and others, whom he loved greatly. He was
pastor and leader a t Oak Hill and Fairview churches, now disbanded, in
the Coosa Association.
Hard work and frugal living made him and his wife able to rear
eight children and give them all some measure of education, some attending college. He lived within his means, hated artificiality, feared
debt, eschewed all manner of evil, and was punctual in all obligations.
The late James E. Patton, prominent banker, sard bf him that he was
a s sure as the calendar.
The accidental death of his wife, May 25, 1911, whose genuine life,
frugal ways, practical idealism, and unfailing faith had been his stay,
gave him a blow from which he never recovered. Then, a few years later,
he sensed keenly the horrors of the World War, and with declining years
he broke completely, lingering till his death referred to above. The newspaper notices of his passing used these fitting words: "His life has been
simple with the best of simplicity, beautiful and sacrificial, genuinely
devoted to his home, his country, and his God."
The surviving members of this immediate family are eight in number, four sons and four daughters, Ada dying in infancy. We offer this
brief sketch of them a t this time. Vesta Lula married J. Monroe Kirby,
of Valley Head, Ala., and lives on a farm home near Fort Payne, Alabama; Mary Catherine, ardent Christian worker from youth, married J.
B. Lowry, of Valley Head, Ala., and resides now on a portion of the
Sizemore home place ; Janie never married, administor of maternal love,
however, to the younger children and to her father, after the untimely
death of her mother, lives now with Mrs. Lowry; Julian J., teacher-minister, graduated from Mercer University, studied with Southwestern
Seminary, has held important school positions and church connections in
East Tennessee and Southwest Georgia, married Margaret Wheeler, this
county, resides a t Perry, Georgia, pastor of First Baptist Church; John
W. attended the Berry School, Rome; Ga., had short term agricultural
courses also, veteran World War, rehabilitation courses after return
from same, married Willie Powell, this county, and lives on farm near
Rock Springs; Omer L. was for some years mechanic for the Atlantic
Line Railroad, living a t Waycross, Georgia, married Ollie Johnson, also
of this county, lives a t Rossville, Georgia, and does clerical work, was recently set apart a s a licensed Baptist minister by one of the Rossville
Churches; Ethel Mae graduated from the LaFayette High School, taught
in the county some time and a t Lakeview, married Alton Fox, Warren
Community, and lives now iq Rossville; Luther A., finishing high echo01
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in class with Ethel, the World War defeated his college education, saw
gallant and continued service in the Eighty-Second Division, married
Myrtle Moon, Holland, Ga., high school principal Chickamauga and Calhoun some years, lives in Chattanooga and does commercial work.

Alexander Coulter was born in Tenn. about the close of the Revolutionary war. His father was prbably one of the early immigrants who
followed Daniel Boone into the western wilderness. He was a saddler
and silversmith and traded much with the Indians till his death soon
after their removal, having died about 1850. James J. Coulter, son of
Alex was born in 1816, in Tennessee, coming to Georgia with his father during the thirties. He married Mary A., dau. of Vines Harwell, a n
attorney, who lived in the Cove, and whose wife was sister of Richard
Lane. James J. assisted in the removal of the Indians in 1838. He was
one of those early, hardy pioneer settlers who were able and willing to
face the unsettled condition of the country a century ago-to fell the
forests, build roads, establish schools and churches and do his part in
wresting the land from its primal stage of inactivity. He was a man of
iron nerve and indomitable will-power, a s most of those early settlers
were. There were seven children in this home, viz. R. A., Mary Ann,
T. S., W. H., J. A., 0.L., W. M. These six boys all had families, the total number of children being about 31; the sister never married.
The combined height of these six brothers was 33 feet 7 inches, or
an average of more than 6 feet 8 inches. The tallest was 6 feet 11 inches, the lowest 6 feet 4 inches. To see these six brothers together was
not unlike seeing six giants.
James A., the fifth child, was born 1855 and in 1881 married Elizabeth Looney (born 1862), daughter of J. H. Looney. This home has
never been blessed with children, but Mr. and Mrs. Coulter have always
been friends of children, having kept and cared for orpans for a number of years. Mr. Coulter is one of the most substantial citizens of the
uper Cove. Industrious, honest, friendly, neighborly and jovial he
stands well to the front among the first citizens of McLemore's Cove.

Richard Haslerig and his wife Mary came to America from Scotland about 1790 and settled in Washington county, Virginia. Tradition
says t h a t Richard was descended from that most heroic of Scottish
kings, Robert Bruce. Among other children, Richard had a son, Thomas Jefferson, who married Delilah J. Coulter, daughter of Alexander
and Margaret McReynolds Coulter; and who, following the trail blazed
by Daniel Boone and his followers, moved into the Cumberland region
and settled in Tennessee where he died in 1830 a t Jasper. His wife, De-
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lilah with her two children, Thomas Richard and Margaret, came to
Walker county about 1835.
Thomas Richard (T. R. A.) married Anne McConnell, 1857, daughter of William and Martha Dixon McConnell and granddaughter of David Dixon, a Revolutionary sold'er. She had a brother, Major Joe McConnell, who was killed in the battle of Missionary Ridge. Richard
(T.R. A.) Haslerig enlisted in Company H.23rd Regiment Georgia Infantry, Confederate States Army, and was appointed 1st Lieutenant
August 31, 1861, in Walker County, and promoted to captain in June
1862. He was killed i n the battle of Sharpesburg, Maryland. Mr. Haslerig was Ordinary of Walker county a t the time of his enlistment, and
as such was exempt from military service; but his sense of patriotism
was so strong that he waived his right of exemption and offered his
services t o his country. He early showed his ability and was promoted
to a captaincy; had he been spared he doubtless would have advanced
much farther in official ranks before the close of the conflict.
His only son, Thomas W., (b. 1858), married Cora A. Ransom,
(b. 1869), in 1892 to which union were born four children, to wit:-Ludye, Roy, Bess and Lucile. Few men in the county are better or more
favorably known than T. W. Haslerig. For twenty-four years he served
as chairman of the Board of Education of Walker county, and a t various times has been county surveyor. A man of broad information,
sound judgment and of a jovial nature, he is admired and respected
by all who know him.

Alexander Hunter (1831-1914) came to McLemore's Cove from Tennessee. His wife was Emeline Wheeler (1832-1917), also a Tennesseean.
His f a t h e r was William Hunter (1792-1870) and mother Ellen Walker
(1794-1880). They migrated from Virginia and settled in the Cumberland region before the Cherokee Indians were removed West. Alexander came into the Cove before the war and settled near Cedar Grove.
He enlisted in the Confederacy and served throughout that fratricidal
conflict. Returning t o his family and home after the surrender he took
up the duties of the citizen and made a model one. Six children were
born in his home, a s follows: Sarah, Nancy, J. R., Martha, William G.,
and Mary Lou.
William G., born in 1867, married Lottie Looney (1868), dau. of John
(1833-1907) and Martha (Smith) Looney (1840-1922), who also came to
the Cove from Tennessee soon after the war. The Looneys are of Irish
descent, coming to America before the Revolution. One maternal ancestor was born on t h e Atlantic while making the passage.
W. G. Hunter has one of the most attractive homes in the county,
and what makes i t doubly so is the hearty welcome awaiting any visitor
who chances that way. He and Mrs. Hunter are devoted memljers of
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the Methodist church a t which they are very apt to be seen on church
days and a t Sunday school. The greatest sorrow of their lives was the
loss of their eldest son, Elmer, who gave his life in the World War.
Hanging over the front door is a small banner containing a gold star
with the words "Over There." No, he is not "over there" in Flanders
Field", but is "Over there" in Canaan's Land.
Children : Elmer, (1892-1918) ; Fay, (1898) ; Ray, (1913).

The War Department furnishes the following record :

"James Elmer Hunter enlisted in the service April 2, 1918. Embarked for overseas-service in May 1918, attached to Co. K. 30th Div.
Was killed in action Sept. 29, 1918. His company was the f i r s t t o cross
the Hindenburg lines. He was killed in t h a t battle."

"UNITED STATES ARMY. (IN MEMORY

OF)

James Elmer Hunter, San. Dept. 120th Infantry, 30th Div., who died
September 29th 1918. He bravely laid down his life for the cause of his
country. His name will ever remain fresh in the hearts of his friends
and comrades. The record of his honorable service will be preserved
in the archives of the American Expeditionary Forces.
John J. Pershing"

G. W. Brown was the son of W. M. Brown who was born in W lton
County about 1825 and died in 1862. His mother was Nancy, daughter
of Geary Davis, a Methodist minister of Cobb County. G. W. Brown w*iu
born in Paulding County in 1857 where he was brought up amid the
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hardships incident to an orphan boy during and following the lean
years of the Civil war. In 1877 he married Ollie C., daughter of W. A.
J. Freeman, a veteran of the Confederacy. He came to Walker County
in 1890, living one year in East Armuchee, then moving t o the Chestnut Flat district where he bought a farm and settled near Catlett and
resided there 24 years. Here he labored industriously and paid for the
little farm, reared and educated his children and became one of the
leading citizens of his section.
I n 1915 he sold his farm and moved to LaFayette where he has
since resided. Since coming to LaFayette he has served 12 years a s an
officer of the law,-eight years a s Notary Public and four a s Justice
of the Peace. During his term of service much business has passed
through his hands, both of a civil and criminal nature and he has always rendered judicial decisions that have met with popular and legal
approval. Squire Brown is known and recognized by all as an honest
and impartial judge.
Mr. Brown is much given to music, and during his youcger days
and in middle life was a teacher of music classes. For 30 years he
taught in Walker, Catoosa and Polk counties. He is the author of a
number of pieces of music, several of which have been published by
the A. J. Showalter Music Company, notably that popular piece, "0
Who Shall Be Able to Stand," and "I am on my Journey Home."
There were four children born in this home, namely: Eula, Nancy,
G . Mark, and Fonnie Lee. Although rapidly aging, Mr. Brown and his
wife are quite active and take great interest in the affairs of life. I r .
Brown has the respect and confidence of all who know him.
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Samuel H. Dunn was born in Walker County, Georgia, March 20,
1857. Here he has lived a highly respected citizen and prominent farmer and has reared a n honorable family. He gave to his children a
beautiful and useful home training, and provided for them ample school
advantages. I n their younger days they were among the county's most
popular and successful teachers.

His father was the late Willis Dunn and his grandfather Dunn was
a pioneer of 'Walker County, who was descended from the Irish colonies
of the Carolinas. His Grandmother Dunn before her marriage was
Miss Hurst, and his mother's maiden name was Narcissa Hill. His
grandmother Hill before her marriage was Miss Bates.
After a long life of useful service, he is spending his declining
years in quietude, in varied recollections of the past and in dispensing
hospitality to his friends and neighbors. He recalls the horrors of the
battle of Chickamauga, and the sorrow felt at the loss of an older
brother who fell under the Southern flag a t the battle of Savannah. Tn
viewing the beautiful modern highways of Walker County, he recalls
how, more than fifty years ago, he worked the crude rnoadsof the county beginning a t the age of sixteen and often working for fifteen days
in order to make the roads passable.
His wife before her marriage was Miss Amanda Pettigrew, and
was born in Wayne County Mississippi, but has lived in Walker County, near LaFayette, since 1876, where she was occupied in teaching before her marriage. Her father, William Pettigrew, was of Scotch parentage, and his mother before her marriage was Miss Filyaw, and his
grandmother was Miss McPherson. Her mother's maiden name was
Jemima Robinson, and her grandmother before her marriage was Ellen
Preslar. Her father served in the CIvil War and many of her relatives
fell in battle under the Confederate flag.
In this family were born three children, namely: Gussie, who married M. E. Arnold; Maude, who married H. V. Henry; and Samuel.
There are three grandchildren, Eugenia Arnold, who married D. A. Snow;
Eloise Arnold and John Arnold; one grandchild, Mary Alice Snow.
Of these all survive except Samuel who died in the service ,of the
World War, and in laving memory the following tribute is inscribed and
dedicated to him.
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Samuel Dunn who was a son of
Samuel H. Dunn was born in Walker
County, Georgia, December 4, 1894.
He was reared on his father's farm
where he had access to farm culture.
He received his early education in
the schools of his town and county,
and his college training a t Mercer
University, Macon, Georgia.
He applied himself well in these
schools of learning and was an efficient young man of an outstanding
influence for good. His usefulness,
his high ideals of morality and his
integrity combined to make of him a
young man of unblemished character.
His life was filled with beautiful examples of helpfulness to those around
him. He was an obeciient son, a kind
brother, a generous friend and held
the respect and confidence of all who
knew him.
He enlisted for World war service
a t Camp Gordon, June 27, 1918, and
SAMUEL IXJNN
was assigned to book keeping in the
information office a t General Headquarters. His ability, accuracy and
trustworthiness made for him a high record in his war service. He was
gentle and unassuming and was loved and admired by the personnel of
his office and by the General Headquarters Staff. His loss was felt
and mourned there and in his sorrowing home and county. He died in
the service of the World war at Camp Gordon October 11, 1918.

"BY COLUMBIA."
"Columbia gives to' her son
the accolade of the new
chivalry of humanity.
Samuel Dunn pvt. Co. D, 1st Div. Bn 157th D. B.
served with honor in the World War and died in
the service of his country."
Woodrow Wilson."
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John Adam Graham, the subject of this
sketch was the son of Joseph R. Graham.
Joseph R. Graham (1819-1855) was born
in South Carolina but settled in Walker
county about 1840. He built and operated
the first tan-yard in LaFayette, afterwards
known a s the Phipps tan-yard. He married Melissa, daughter of Anthony Story,
another pioneer who settled in West Armuchee Valley. The Storys were great
friends with the James R. Jones family
with whom they often visited in pioneer
days.
Jahn Adam Graham (1854-1927) of
Scotch-Irish descent, was born a t LaFayette, but lived most of his early life in West
Armuchee Valley, where he was a successJOHN A. GRAHAM
ful farmer. Later moving to LaFayette,
he was made superintendent of the county Almshouse where he remained
for a dozen years. Moving later to the Rock Springs community, he purchased the farm originally owned by that pioneer, James R. Jones. Here
for the remainder of his life he was a successful farmer and fruit grower, having, perhaps, the most extensive commercial peach orchard in the
county.
In 1880 he married Catherine, daughter of Adam and Matilda (Eslinger) Stroup. Adam Stroup, of German descent, was born in South
Carolina in 1800. He ran a stage line frqm Gordon Springs to Catoosa
Springs before the Civil War. He also drove a wagon that helped carry
the Indians from this country. His brother, Andrew Stroup, operated
the old Furnace in East Armuchee Valley before the Civil War.
To this union were born seven children-Hattie
(1883-1900), single;
Jesse (1885), married Ida Lawrence, two children; Ruth (1889) marrid Chester Deck, three children; Walter (1891), married Exie Adams,
four children ; Ross (1894-1918), single ; Ima (1900) married Frank
Stevenson, four children ; Beatrice (1903), single.

ROSSQUINN GRAHAMenlisted in the World War in Chattanooga, Tennessee, December 12, 1917. He was trained a t Paris Island, South Carolina, and Quantico, Virginia, where he was made corporal, sailing for
France April 22, 1918. While serving in 78th Company, 2nd Division,
U. S. Marines, he was gassed in action a t Chateau Thierry, France, June
14, and died June 16, 1918, in a field hospital a t Luzancy, France. Here
he was buried, later removed to National Cemetery, France, and in 1921
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ROSS GRAHAM

his body was brought to his native
soil and laid t o rest with military
honors in the Rock Springs cemetery.
Ross Graham Post American
Legion, No. 87, LaFayette, Georgia, is
named in his honor, he being the firet
Walker county boy to give his life in
the World War.
"UNITEDSTATESMARINE CORPS"
"In grateful memory of Corporal
'oss Quinn Graham, who, on June
16, 1918, gave his life t h a t others
might enjoy the blessings of liberty
throughout the world. His supreme
sacrifice in devotion to duty upheld
the finest traditions of his Corps and
its motto 'Semper Fidelis.'
"Given under my hand and seal at
Washington, D. C., this twenty-eighth
day of February, 1919.
George Barnett,
Major-General Commandant."

James M. Freeman, (1856-1924), was the son of John and Malinds
Freeman of South Carolina. John came to Dawson County, Georgia,
about 1850, where he was engaged in farming till the War Between the
States. He enlisted a t the beginning of hostilities and saw service in
many hard-fought battles, being killed a t the battle of Winchester.
James M. married Theoria Redd, daughter of Thomas and Malinda
(Nix) Redd in 1887. In 1904 he moved with his family to Walker County, settling in McLemore's Cove, where he was interested in farming.
Here his children labored with him on the farm, attended school, grew
t o maturity and assumed an enviable place among the young people
of the community. M r . and Mrs. Freeman were either model parents, or
there was something in heredity that made good children-perhaps
both. Later the family removed to Chickamauga and engaged in merchandising, where they still reside. The children were:
Maggie, born 1888, married Homer Millican. They have six children, Evelyn, Lillian and Leon (twins), Leslie (Decd.), Dorsey, Thoma s Latner.
Redden, born, 1891, married Bessie Gracy. Latner, 1894-1918). Needham, born 1900, lives with his mother.
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William Latner Freeman was born
September 18, 1894, in Forsythe
county, Georgia. He left Walker
county for Camp Gordon December
17, 1917. Left Camp Gordon May 9,
1918, for New York. Left New York
for France May 19, 1918. Was killed
in action near the front in a motorcycle accident a t Berheoourt, France,
June 24, 1918. 82nd Division, 307th
Field Signal Battalion, Co. C . Latner
Freeman Post No. 123, Chickamauga,
Ga., was named in his honor.

,

"In memory of William Latner
Freeman, Co. C., 307th F. Signal BN,
who died June 24, 1918. He bravely
laid down his 'life for the cause of his
country. His name will ever remain
fresh in the hearts of his friends and
comrades. The record of his 'onorLATNER FREEMAN
able service will be preserved in the
archives of the American Expeditionary Forces.
John J. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief ."

Robert Anderson (1796-1887) was born in South Carolina. His
father was Samuel Anderson who died in 1828. His mother, Mary Hinton, died in Augusta, Georgia, in 1826. I n 1.825, Robert Anderson married Eliza Sullivan (1803-1881), who died in McLemore's Cove. She was
a daughter of John aild Sarah (Pierce) Sullivan. To this union were
born three children, viz: Elizabeth, John and Caroline, the first two
dying young. Caroline married Wm. C. Kilgore in 1856. They had ten
children, four of whom a r e now living in Utah.
In 1883, Robert Anderson married Irininia I. Catlett, daughter of
Peggy Catlett, to which union was born one son, Robert, Jr. He was a
soldier of the war of 1812, being only 16 when he enlisted. He was a
fifer and his service was confined to the Atlantic coast. Following the
war he moved westward into Tennessee and was living in Chattanooga
during the fifties where he served a s Justice of the Peace for a number of years. About 1859 he purchased a large tract of fertile land
near the head of McLemore's Cove where he settled, his son-in-law joining him there after the war. Here he lived till his death. He is buried
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in the Anderson family plot near his old home.
In consequence of his service a s a soldier in the war of 1812, Mr.
Anderson was a Federal pensioner till his death, and since then his
widow has been a pensioner and is the only one such in the State of
Georgia, there being only three in the United States a t the present
time (1932). In 1931, a marker in memory of, and in honor of, Robert
Anderson was unveiled a t his grave by the Daughters of the War of 1812.
Mr. Anderson was a Mason.
Robert Anderson, Jr., (S.R.H.), born 1855, lives with his mother at
the old home and is a substantial farmer. He has a lovely home on the
foothills of Pigeon Mountain near a fine cave spring which furnishes
water to the home by means of a hydraulic ram. I n 1909 he married
Elizabeth Carroll, born 1886. Robert, Jr., is a Mason and takes a great
interest in the order. The Andersons are Methodists.

The name is of French derivation and means "tailor."

The Sartains

were wool carders, weavers, fullers, tailors, living some fifty miles northeast from Paris, France, in the town of Maux. After, and in consequence
of the invention of the a r t of printing, because of the persecutions aimed
a t those convicted of reading the Bible, the Sartains were among others
who fled from France to England, settling a t Trowbridge, in Wiltshire.
This exodus took place a t least a s early as 1557 and most likely earlier.
Because the English kings had long been anxious to introduce manufacturing into the cquntry, as also, because King Henry VIlI had separated the Church of England from the Roman Church, and denied the
authority of the Pope, and for other reasons the French immigrants were
welcomed.
The records of the Sartains in this little English town, as they were
kept in the parish church, have been carefully examined and tabulated by
John Sartain (1808-1900), of Philadelphia, who, himself, was born in
Trow.bridge. He gives tables of baptisms, marriages and deaths from
1557 to 1886, as shown in these old records--earlier records being lost.
Some of the early spellings of the name were: Serton, Sarton, Sartaine,
Sartayne, Certen, Sartin, etc. (Paraphrased from "Annals of the Sartain Tribe," by John Sartain).
John, James and Sier Sartain, brothers, migrated from Virginia to
Madison county, Georgia, soon after the Revolution. There can be little
doubt that either they or their forbears came over from England and
were a part of the colony of Sartains a t Trowbridge. John settled in
Madison county where he had among others a son, Elisha (1797-1881).
Elisha married Fanny Bonds, to which union were born several sons and
daughters. One of these, Gilford (1838-1869), married Margaret Scarboro (1844-1881).
Gilford served in the Civil War, and after that bloody conflict was
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ended, he returned to his home and engaged in farming: -He was a robust man of unusual physical strength, and a t the community log-rollinqs
he was sure to carry the heaviest load. On one occasion he was placed
a t the heavy end of a large log and although he managed to carry it, he
ruptured a blood vessel in doing so and before leaving the field had a
hemorrhage. He never recovered, but gradually declining, he died a few
years later, leaving six small children to be reared by his widow. How
that mother worked, lived in penury, suffered f o r the necessities of life,
but still clung doggedly to the little ones, would be a long story. I n 1879
the little family came to Walker county, settling a t Crawfish Spring,
where she died and is buried, leaving the little fellows to face the world
alone.
FAMILYRECORD. David A., b. 1859, married Arminda Bagwell. Children : Mack, decd. ; Oia ; Corrie ; Virgil and Virgie (twins) ; Ruth. Corrie, b. 1861, married H. A. (Tip) Blaylock (see sketch). Gilford (18641881). James A., b. 1866, married ( I ) , Nannie Glenn (1866-1915), (2),
Sallie Shankle (1881-1925), one child, James Shankle. Elizabeth (18681888). John W. (1869-1901).

R-B. Bayless, father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Tennessee about 1823. In 1853 he married Mary M. Reed and was living
near Ringgold, Ga., when the war-clouds were lowering in sixty-one.
Promptly he enlisted in the service of his country and gave his all to the
"lost cause." After the siege of Vicksburg he was permitted to return
to his home on furlough, where he found to his great sorrow that his
wife was dead, leaving three small children. Sorrowfully he again started to the front, this time to the Virginia battlefields, where he took part
in some of the hard-fought battles under the Peerless Leader. Here he
was mortally wounded and died in one of the many hospitals. While in
the army he wrote home some pathetic letters and sent to his loved ones
some mementoes as keepsakes if he should never return-perhaps unconsciously prophesying a fact to come, for he never saw his loved ones
again. One small card, still lovingly preserved, says: "Be a good boy,
my little son." Another, "If I should never return, keep this in memory
of me." No doubt this instance is only one in ten thousand of such that
occurred in those never-to-be-forgotten days.
William H. Bayless was born in 1854 near Ringgold, whence he came
to Walker county and settled in the Warren community, living a number
of years with his uncle, Webber Spears. In 1879 he was married to
Malinda, dau. of Willis and Freshie Dunn. This home was never blessed
with children, but in 1900 there was received into the home a. beautiful
little orphan girl, Anine R. Head, who thus came into the home to be
trained and educated and incidentally to bring sunshine and joy therein.
She grew to lovely womanhood and became a teacher, later marrying a
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scion of one of the county's leading families, Henry Shahan. They have
five children, Margaret, J. D., Catherine, Pauline, and Willie Maude.
Mr. Bayless is known as an upright, honorable, Christiail gentleman.
An industrious hard worker, sociable, neighborly, friendly, he is beloved
and respected by all who know' him. Careful in making an obligation
when once made he is most punctual in discharging it. He and his wife
are now aging fast but still take much interest in the affairs of life.
As they contemplate the closing scene they are content. Happy are they
who can do so!

"Rev. Thomas C. Tucker
was born in Jackson county,
Georgia, July 14, 1847. His
father, Richard 0. Tucker,
and his mother, whose maiden
name was Virginia Moore,
were natives of Virginia.
They were irreligious, but did
not fail to instill into his
youthful mind right moral
principles. The spirit of religion, however, was wanting,
and he was reared without
that Christian example in the
househ,old which is so often
made effectual to the salvation of the young. B e k g a
mere boy when the late war
commenced, his opportunities
for education were very restricted. For a short time he
was sent to school in Walton
county, and that rudimentary
training was all he enjoyed
REV. T.C. TUCKER
until after his marriage to
Miss Martha Kilgore of the
same county, in October, 1866. Soon after thias event he removed tol
Walker county. Here the Lord was pleased to bless him in the conversion
of his soul and he was baptised into the fellowship of the Crawfish Spring
church, by Rev. Mr. Higgins. His admission into the church was soon
followed by his election a s deacon, which office he filled with honor to himself and profit t o the church. Not long after his ordination as deacon, he
was licensed to preach and called to supply High Point church. He was
ordained June 1874, at Antioch church, Walker county. Feeling deeply
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the importance of a more thorough education he entered St. Mary's Institute, Walker county, and enjoyed the instruction of Rev. J. M. I%obertson
and Captain J. Y. Wood for eight months, a t the same time filling regularly four appointments to preach each month.
"He has had the care of several churches during his brief career as a
minister and has constituted three, Bethel, Valley Head and New Prospect. He is now pastor of Waterville and Bethel and has been for four
years. He has, also, been appointed to the mission work in Dade county,
by the Georgia Baptist State Mission Board. As a minister he is deeply pious and zealous and a bold defender of the truth a s i t is in Jesus.
He warns sinners with great faithfulness, and does not forget to tell
Christians of their responsibilities. He is ever ready to minister to the
poor and comfort them. His exhortations to sinners a r e often very
touching, particularly, when recounting the love and sufferings of our
saviour, and bring tears t o the eyes of old and young. He is a n earnest,
unflinching advocate of Baptist views, but his manner is so kind that
he rarely offends, and has baptised a number of Methodists, Presbyterians and Campbellites. He is of fine, robust form, with heavy beard
and grey eyes and always wears a pleasant smile when you meet him.
He entered into the vineyard early and being an earnest worker has
accomplished a s much good perhaps a s any man in the Coosa Association for hi3 age and opportunities. He has been peculiarly successful
in building up churches, arousing Christians to a sense of their duty,
and awakening an interest in Sabbah schools. The church a t Waterville h a s been wonderfully revived under his ministry."
The above aketch i s taken from the Georgia Baptist History published in 1881. I t describes the life and labors of one of Walker County's most outstanding and beloved ministers. Rev. T. C. Tucker impressed himself on the people among whom he labored a s few ministers are able to do. His intense earnestness, his zeal, his logical reasoning and his uncompromising attitude toward sin and worldlinessall these together with his knowledge of the Word made him a powerful
ambassador.! He died in 1889 a t the age of 42 years. Had he been
spared to the denomination he would in all probability have become the
outstanding Baptist minister in Northwest Georgia. He was buried a t
Chickamauga where a handsome shaft marks his grave, placed there by
the Crawfish Spring church of which he was pastor a t his death.
There were born to Rev. and Mrs. Tucker the following children:
W. M., (1867), who served the county a s tax collector 1907-08, married
Abbie Ingle. They live in Dade County. Lula (1871), married Dr. E.
H. Hise. Samuel R. (1873), married Ella Johnson. J. Clark (1876),
married Florence Boss. Served for a number of years a s member Board
Roads and Revenue; also Commissioner of Jury Revisors. Naomi
(1878), married M. K. Hise. Electra (1881), married 0.A. Woods.
The writer of this sketch feels impelled to say a brief word concerning one of these boys, Rev. S. R. Tucker, upon whose shoulders his
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father's mantle seems to !have fallen. A mere lad at the time of his
father's death, he grew to manhood in the same community and has to
a very remarkable degree come to fill his father's place. He was converted
in 1904 and joined the New Prospect church. For some years he worked
in his quiet way a s layman. In 1920 he was licensed to preach and a
month later was ordained to the full work of the Gospel ministry and

REV. S. R. TUCKER

was immediately called to the pastorate of his home church and ever
since has served i t to the complete satisfaction and joy of both church
and community, now eleven years. In addition he has served Bethel,
Valley Head and Mt. Hermon each the same number of years besides
serving other churches several years.
Mr. Tucker has served for a number of years a s moderator of the
Coosa Baptist Association, which position he fills to the entire satisVisit - http://www.gagenweb.org
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faction of that body, exhibiting fairness, kindness and impartiality to
every one. He is modest and retiring, qualities 'that always prompt admiration. His judgement is eagerly sought on all matters pertaining to
denominational, educational or civic matters. Coupled with his other
qualities he is an earnest convincing Gospel minister. Perhaps no
preacher of the county enjoys a greater influence for good among all
people than Sam Tucker. A leading Presbyterian layman once remarked
that Sam Tucker seems to contradict Christ's words t h a t "A prophet is
not without honor save in his own country and among his own people!'

Dr. Adam Clements, one of the pioneer residents of Walker county,
was born in Jackson county, Georgia, on the 15th day of August, 1804.
His parents, with their family, moved from Jackson county to Fayette
county, Georgia, in the year 1820.
On the 13th day of September, 1833, in Muscogee county, Georgia,
Dr. Clements was united in marriage to Mary Wilson Hill Park, who
was born in Putnam county, Georgia, on May 18, 1810, the daughter of
James Park and Martha Yandell Park. Miss Enid Yandell, of Boston,
the well-known sculptor, is descended from a brother of Martha Yandell.
In the year 1838 Dr. Clements, with his family, moved to Walker
county, Georgia, locating in the southeastern part of the county, in
which section he passed the remainder of his life, engaged in the practice
of his profession.
Dr. Clements served as a member of the Georgia Legislature 1853-54.
He was a consistent member of the Christian church, and in the year
1824 commenced to preach the gospel, two years later being ordained to
the full work of the ministry. This work he continued for eighteen or
nineteen years, when he was forced to give i t up on account of bronchial
trouble.
Dr. Clements was the father of ten children, two of whom died in
infancy. The others grew t o maturity, married, and became parents.
The eldest, William Flavius Josephus, was born July 31, 1834. He was
a captain in the Confederate army, a physician, and a resident of Greene
county, Arkansas, having located there when a young man. He married
Miss Dovie Rhea, of Arkansas.
The second son was Julius Park Clements, born September 12, 1837.
He was assistant surgeon of the Twenty-third Georgia Regiment. Married Miss Ann Wood, a sister of Capt. John Y. Wood, a prominent educator and much loved citizen. His wife died soon after marriage, without leaving an heir. He practiced medicine a t Villanow for about a year,
then located at Tunnel Hill, in Whitfield county, and represented his
county in the legislature. He married a second time, his wife's maiden
name being Mary Howell. With his wife and family he finally moved
to Atlanta, where he passed away about the year 1920.
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Adolphus Charles, the third son, born February 7, 1839; died November 23, 1912. He married Nannie Elvira Phillips. Was a farmer, living
a t Villanow, near his fathers' old home place.
James Wilson Hill, born February 11, 1841. Married Ludie Lowe.
Was assistant surgeon of the Twenty-third Georgia Regiment. Is a
physician, lives a t Subligna, in Chattooga county, and is the only one of
Dr. Adam Clements' children surviving. He recently celebrated his 91st
birthday.
Cicero Thomas, the next son, was born May 2, 1842. He practiced law
a t Rome, Ga., where he was married to Sallie Wardlaw. He was sergeantmajor in the Eighth Georgia Battalion, and was Solicitor-General for the
Rome Circuit for twelve years.
John Adam, born March 14, 1844; a farmer. Was wounded in the
Confederate service in the First ~ e ~ i r n e n Georgia,
t,
S. L. Stovall's
Brigade, July 22, 1864, and endured the hardships of prison life a t Camp
Chase, Columbus, Ohio. He married Louisa Suttle and lived for many
years near his father's old homestead near Villanow, where he was engaged in farming. The later years of his life, however, were passed a t
LaFayette, where he died on October 1, 1908.
Judson Claudius, born February 12, 1846; married Bettie Wardlaw,
who died about a year afterward. After the lapse of many years he was
married a second time, to Lizzie Dulaney, of Louisville, Ky., who survives him, and is a resident of Washington, D. C. He, also, saw military service, having been First Lieutenant in the First Regiment, S. L.
Stovall's Brigade.
Martha Almina, the youngest child (being the only daughter who survived), was born November 11, 1849; married Joseph Warren Cevender
and lived a t Villanow, where she died November 15, 1882.
Mention should be made here of the political career of one of Walker's
most distinguished citizens,-Judson
Claudius, the youngest son of Dr.
Adam Clements. He was elected to the legislature a t the age of 26, serving for two terms, and one term in the state senate. He was, in the year
1880, elected to Congress, which honor he won in four succeeding elections. In March, 1892, he was appointed by the president to a place on
the interstate commerce commission to fill the unexpired term of Commissioner Bragg, of Alabama, who had died. H e subsequently received
similar appointments at the hands of three other presidents, being reappointed by Pre4sident Cleveland in 1895, by President McKinley in 1901,
and finally by President Roosevelt. On the occasion of completing his
twenty-five years of continuous service on the commission (part of the
time as its chairman) Judge Clements was the recipient of an unusual
testimonial of esteem and affection from his colleagues and all the employees of the commission. Those who knew him best loved him most,
and all who came in contact with him learned to revere and honor him.
The children of Adolphus C. Clements and Nannie E. Phillips were
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a s follows: May, single, lives in Atlanta. Ella, married J. W. Sweeny
(deceased) ; children: Ella May, Julia, Clements, Ruth. Ruby, passed in
infancy. Charley, married Etheldred Clement ; children : Charles, James,
May Nanella. Claude, married Fannie Reed ; children : Ruby, Claudius
A*,Russell A., Harold, Charlie Reed. Mr. Clements is one of the county's
most popular officers, having served two terms as a member of the
Board of Roads and Revenues and two terms a s tax collector, and recently
nominated for another term. Nannie, married W. A. Price (deceased).
The children of John A. and Lou Suttle were: Nannie, married F.
M. Shaw ; children : Louise, Frank Clements, Martha Camp. Jennie May,
married G . W. Little; children: Georgia May, Lucile, Samuel. Mattie
Lou, single.
The children of Mattie and Joseph WeCavender were the following:
Minnie, married W. H. Warrenfels ; child : Melville: Murtig, married Lee
N. Shahan; children: Martha, Maxwell. Georgia married Ben Beck;
children : Clementine, Adelaide. Clemmie, married Charlie McGill; children : Warren, Lillian, Jane. Judson C. married Flora Collins ; children :
Ben Warren, Martha, Joe, Robert.
The other children of Dr. Clements left the county early in life and
were not closely identified with the county's history. However, J. W.
(Wilson), a physician, located in Chattooga county, near Subligna, where
he has spent his life as a physician, being still in life, now nearing the
.century mark. His children are Ernest Yandell, LilIian, Iula. Of the
others, Julius lived in Atlanta, Cicero in Floyd county, William in Arkansas and Judson in Washington, D. C.

The Fariss family i s closely identified with the very earliest history of Walker County. However, the different ways of spelling their
names, including Ferrers, Farriars, Ferris, Farris, Faris and Fariss,
has made i t somewhat difficult to trace the family associated with this
county's history.
The Fariss family of Kent, England, have armorial bearings of the
Ferrers, a n ancient family of England, tracing to the time of William
the Conqueror. One branch found residence in Ireland and became
Faris or Fariss in the course of time. The records show t h a t John Faris was born in County Cavan, Ireland, and his profession is given as
"gentleman". He married Louisa Edison and reared four childrenLouisa, John, James and David. From the similarity of Christian
names, i t is reasonably certain that this i s the branch from which the
Fariss' of Walker County descended, the family coming f i r s t to South
Carolina and Tennessee.
William Fariss and family lived in Rabun County, Georgia prior to
1834, records a t the State Capitol having the name of his son, Samuel
Fariss a s Legislator and Senator from Rabun County from 1825-1832.
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He was also a member of the State Convention from Rabun in 1833.
Then his name appears as Representative from Walker County from

DR. SAMUEL WILLIAM FARISS
19 1 4, during service House Representatives, with first
grandchild, William Mercer Glenn, Jr., born in LaFayette
(both deceased). Mother this child being first grandchild in family of Dr. D. C. Fariss.

1834 to 1843, and as State Senator from the 46th. Senatorial District,
which included Walker County, 1847 and 1851-52. This record further
shows that he married Rebecca Pinson, and was the son of William
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Fariss, a Revolutionary Soldier, and that graves of father and son are
a t LaFayette, Walker County.
Samuel Fariss and family, together with his father's family, settled in Walker County in 1833 or early 1834, just after the formation of
the county, and before the town of LaFayette was named. These famil:es, with several others made homes near the Northern boundary of
the present city, and probably intended the main part of the town to
be about a mile North of the present location. A marker, hewn from native stone, showed the grave of Wm. Fariss, whose remains were'
brought in 1925 from its resting place North of town, to the family lot
in the LaFayette cemetery. It bears this inscription: "Wm. Fariss
died in 1835 in the 85th year of his age. A soldier of the Revolution."
"Through the efforts of the Wm. Marsh Chapter Daughters of She
American Revolution, a government marker was obtained and unveiled
with appropriate ceremonies.
There appears to be no records of any children of. Wm. Fariss, except Samuel, but he (Samuel) spent his life here and was known as an
upright man and patriotic citizen. He married Rebecca Pinson in 1823
in Habersham County, and their children were Clarissa Jane, born in
Habersham County, who married T. E. Patton of Walker County: Louisa Ann, born in Rabun County, who became the wife of Hamilton
Young; Adeline, born in Rabun County, who became the wife of T. E.
Patton, after the death of Clarissa; DeWitt Clinton, born in Rabun
County in 1829; John Curtis, born in 1831 in Rabun County; Benjamin
Franklin, born in 1833 in Rabun County, and later a well-known minist e r of the North Georgia Conference; Margaret, born in Walker County in 1836, became the wife of Reverend T. A. Seals, a Methodist minister; and William Albert, born in Walker county in 1840, and served
a s itinerant Methodist preacher for a long number of years.
Captain Samuel Fariss was given command of the Indians in this
section when they were transferred to the West in 1838, and a handsome bronze tablet marks the spot near LaFayette of the Cherokee Indian Stockade, where he and a company of Georgia Volunteers kept
them until their removal. He served his generation well in capacity of
lawmaker, private citizen and soldier in trying times. When legislator
and senator, he went on horse back to the Stat,e Capitol, a perilous
journey, especially since he carried the county taxes on his person. A t
the outbreak of the War Between the States, although beyond the age
for service, he organized a company that he might further serve his
state, and marched away with several of his sons. He died in a hospital
in Savannah in 1862 while in active service, and was later buried in
LaFayette cemetery. Among the most grief-stricken a t his bier were
numbers of his former slaves, most of whom he had already set free,
for he was indeed a good master.
Of the sons, only DeWitt C. cast his fortunes with Walker County,
and remained here throughout his unusually useful and fruitful life.
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After graduating in medicine in New York, he began practicing here
about 1850. Perhaps no man ever did a larger practice or was more
beloved a s a physician. He had other interests also, owning and operating the only drug store on the corner where Rhyne Brothers' Drug
Store now is; held much real estate, almost the entire town south of
the Courthouse belonging to his estate. He was also a local Methodist
preacher, and occupied the pulpit somewhere every Sunday. He married Eliza Ann Moore, of Tennessee in 1854. She was the sister of
William Moore, who was one of the pioneer merchants here. They
reared five children, who took their places in the town's history. They
were Dr. S. W. Fariss, who in turn was one of the county's most beloved physicians until his death in 1923; Rebecca Lou (Loudie) who
was married to Dr. J. H. Hammond, and now resides in LaFayette;
Susan Eliza (Dovie), wife of Rev. J. G. Hunt, of College Park, Ga. ; J.
D. (Duke), much-loved druggist, who died in 1907; and Frank 0.Fariss, former merchant and Post Master of LaFayette, who died in 1927.
Dr. Samuel William Fariss married Miss Annie King, and to this
union five children were born a s follows: Calla Eliza, King DeWitt,
Derelle, Samuel William Jr., and Loraine. Calla Eliza married William
Mercer Glenn, and their children are: William (deceased), Fariss Lanier, Mary Ann, Sam Frank and Alice LaFayette. The children of King
DeWitt are: Jack, Carl Frank and Robert E. Lee. Derelle married J. H.
Cherry, and have no children. Samuel William married Carrie Ingla
and their two children are: Samuel William, 111, and Anna Mae. Loraine married George Dickson Jackson, the names of their children
being : Samuel Fariss, George Dickson and Derelle.
Mrs. Rebecca Lou (Loudie) married Dr. John Hill Hammond and
their two children are Mrs. Annie Moore Hall and Mrs. Susan DeWitt
Grey. Annie Moore married Edmund P. Hall, Jr., and their children
are J o Hill and Elizabeth Louise (Betty Lou). Susan DeWitt married
William Ernest Grey, their children being William Ernest, Jr., and
Mary Louise.
Mrs. Susan Eliza (Dovie) married Rev. Jesse G. Hunt and their
children are: Jessie Fariss, DeWitt Clinton and Frank Fariss. DeWitt
Clinton married Miss O'Neil Lindsey and their two children are DeWitt, Jr., and Lindsey. Frank Fariss married Miss Mary Adams and
they have one child, William Jerry.
J. D. (Duke) married Miss Sarah Batts and to this union four children were born: Louise, Eliza, DeWitt and MacAllen. Louise married
a Mr. Ware and have no children. Eliza married a Mr. Luttrell and
they have two children, Barbara Jean, and Sally. DeWitt and McAllen
are married but have no children.
Frank Osmond was first married t o Miss Julia Thurman. They had
no children. His second wife was Miss Fannie Barnett, of Whitfield
County and to this union two sons were born, Hammond DeWitt and

James Franklin.
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There is, perhaps, no more honorable name in the county's history
than that of Fariss. From the days when the county was erected to
the present the Fariss's have been prominent a s soldiers, statesmen,
ministers, physicians, lawyers, teachers, citizens and successful busi-.
ness men. The record shows six serving a s soldiers in the various wars
dating from the Revolution to the World war. There have been two
statesmen, two physicians, two lawyers, three ministers, a druggist,
and others successful business men,-and all excellent citizens. The late Dr. Samuel W. Fariss I spent his early life in Northwest
Georgia a s a practicing physician. He was for many years one of the
county's most prominent and best loved practitioners. I n his capacity
a s doctor he did much charity work, never failing to respond to' a call
for the relief of suffering among the poor. I n 1913-14 he w a i a member of the Legislature, t h u s following in the steps of his grandfather,
Colonel Samuel Fariss, who was in the Senate for a number of years in
the early days of the count~r'shistory. I n 1921 Dr. Fariss suffered a
stroke of paralysis from which he never fully recovered. He died in
1923 a t the age of sixty-eight.
Samuel W. (Rock) Fariss 11, the only one of his father's family remaining in the county and closely identified with its history, is a lawyer and is one of the foremost and most successful attorney's in the
county. He is also a n ex-soldier of the World war.

Hugh Jason Conley, son of John and Diana Moore Conley of Burke
county, North Carolina, migrated to Walker county with his parents and
one brother, John F. Conley, in the early thirties, while the Cherokee
Indians were still roaming the forests. He settled near Rock Springs,
where so many of the early immigrants made their homes and became
integral parts of the new county. Jason Conley was not a strong man
physically, but was always active in church work-interested
in all developments pertaining to civic and religious improvements in his community. He was a charter member of the Rock Springs Methodist church.
Jason Conley married Margaret, daughter of Aaron and Sarah Suttle
Camp, of Rutherford county, S. C., who was a member of the famous
"Camp family of 5000." Her mother, Sarah, was sister to John B. Suttle,
pioneer citizen of Walker county. Her father, Aaron Camp, was one of
a family of 24 children, 21 sons and 3 daughters. Margaret Camp was,
a t the time of her marriage t o Jason Conley, a member of the Baptist
church, and retained her membership in that church until several years
later, when she, with the eldest daughter, united with the Methodist
church, and remained a faitful member of i t till her death.
Jason Conley bought land and built a home one mile north of Rock
Spring, where he lived till his death, in 1883. The following children
were born in the home: John Randolph (1847-1925) ; Sarah Elizabeth
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CONLEY FAM1:LY GROUP. Left to right, standing, Napoleon Charles, Margaret Susan, Minnie Electa, Lula
Camp. Rufus William; seated. Octavia Mary, John Randolph, Margaret Camp (mother), Nancy Cornelia.
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(1849-1868) ; Nancy Cornelia (1852-1920) ; Octavia Mary (1854);
Rufus William (1856) ; Margaret Susan (Maggie) (1858);
Napoleon Charles (1860) ; Lula Camp (1866-1924) ; Minnie Electa
(1867).
John Randolph married (1) Sarah McFarland, two children, Chapel1
and Hugh Jason; (2), Sarah Hicks, five children, Ruth, Mabel, Claude,
Frank and Joe ; Sarah Elizabeth, unmarried ; Nancy Cornelia married

HUGH JASON CONLEY AND WIFE, MARGARET CAMP

John Fletcher (Doc) Conley, who died in 1892. Their children are Pearl,

Rex and E r i n ; Octavia married Louis Taylor Walker who died in 1920.
They had a son who died in infancy. Rufus William married Maggie
Henry of Rock Springs and moved to Texas, where they now reside.
Children. Paul, Nora and Earl. Margaret Susan (Maggie) married Jack
Jones who died in 1918. They had a son who died in infancy. Napoleon
Charles married (1) Tennie Arp who died 1922. Children: James W.,
Walter and Gordon; ( 2 ) , Venie Jenkins. This family also lives in Texas.
Lula married James I. Arp, who died in 1927; children, Bernice, Conley
and Ruth. Minnie married Frank Crawford Stovall, who died in 1916;
children, Lyle and Margaret.
At the time of the battle of Chickamauga, Mrs. Jason Conley and her
family were living in their home about three miles south of Lee and Gordon Mills. She was ordered to vacate as she was too near the lines for
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safety. Gathering her little ones and a few necessities together she left
her home and crossed Taylor's Ridge, into West Armuchee, where she
remained till after the battle. On her return home she found that the
home had been used as a hospital, quite a number of wounded s+oldiers
being still cared for in the home. Six or seven soldiers had died and
were buried in the garden where their graves may still be seen.
In 1890 Mrs. Conley and three daughters, Maggie, Lula and Minnie
moved to Chattanooga, Tenn., t o make their home, which place is now
the home of many of the descendants of this pioneer family of Walker
county, Georgia.

FRANK
W. COPELAND.
Alexander Copeland left 1reiand about 1760; settled in Spartanburg,
South Carolina, near Pacolet river. He was a soldier of the Revolution.
A brother, William, came over at the same time, who was a captain in the
war of the Revolution. His company fought in the battle of the Cowpens
in January, 1781.
Alexander reared a large family. Four of his sons married four sisters by name of Chapman; one of these sons was Joseph G. Copeland,
father of Alexander Copeland who settled in Walker county in 1845.
Joseph G. moved to McMinn county, Tennessee, in 1819. Alexander, son
of Joseph G., married Melissa Sartain in 1848. Of this union were born
eight children, viz., Sarah L., F. W., James M., Elsie A., Penelope C., J.
D., Fannie R., and W. P., five of whom are yet in life.
Melissa (Sartain) Copeland's mother's maiden name was Wall. Her
father, John Sartain, came from Virginia to South Carolina, and was
originally from north England. He settled in Chattooga county in 1845
and he and wife died during an epidemic of fever in 1848.
Frank W. Copeland, born 1851, married Carrie M., daughter of B. F.
Hunt, in 1883. Mr. Hunt was killed in Chickamauga battle. Of this
union six children were born, to-wit: John A,, of Atlanta; B. F., Rome;
Susan M. (Copeland) Peacock, Rome ; Hunt, Menlo; F. W., Jr., deceased;
Lois Ruth (Copeland) LeFevre, Atlanta.
Mr. Copeland was reared on his father's farm in West Armuchee valley. After his marriage he moved to LaFayette and began the practice
of law, later locating in Rome, Georgia, where he still practices, though
now an octogenarian. From 1896 to 1901 he represented Walker county
in the lower house of the General Assembly. Mr. Copeland, during his
almost half century before the bar, has handled much important litigation.

Eli, son of William Center, was born in S. C., in 1811, came to Walker County in 1850 and settled a t LaFayette. William had two brothers, noted ministers, one a Baptist who served one church as pastor for
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