GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND
ORGIN AND HISTORY
Early in 1851, Mr. W. S. Fortescue, of Philadelphia, visited the city of Macon. He brought with him
letters of introduction from Dr. Robley Dunglison, a trustee of the Pennsylvania Institution for the Blind,
to Drs. James Mercer and H. J. K. Green, who had attended the Jefferson Medical College, in which Dr.
Dunglison was a professor, and a tutor of Drs. Green.
Mr. Fortescue was cordially received and was introduced by Dr. James Mercer Green, who
immediately espoused the philanthropic object of his visit to many of the citizens, among whom were
Robert A. Smith, Nathan C. Munroe, John B. Lamar, L. N. Whittle and other gentlemen, who were
active participants in all of our benevolent and educational enterprises. The press of the city was also
enlisted in the cause, and on the 5th of April the following editorial was published in the Georgia
Citizen, which was followed by others in the Macon Telegraph and the Messenger.

THE BLIND IN GEORGIA
We are happy to learn that an effort is now making for the commencement of an Institution for the
education of the blind youth of our State, and that a meeting for the purpose of encouraging and
sustaining this effort, will be held on Monday evening next, at half-past seven o’clock, at the Methodist
Church. An address will be delivered on this occasion by Walter S. Fortescue, a graduate of the
Pennsylvania Institution for the Blind, and more recently a graduate of the University of that State, at the
close of which, preparatory measures for the establishment of an institution of this character will
doubtless be taken by the citizens. When it is remembered that the Legislatures of more than two-thirds
of the States have already made ample arrangements for the education of their blind, it is to us a matter
of surprise that Georgia, occupying so prominent a position in the Union as she does, should have so
long remained indifferent to the to the educational interests of this class of her youth.
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The period has now certainly come, if we would redeem our character, to unite our aid, sympathy and
influence in the furtherance of so benevolent an object Our citizens, it is hoped, will therefore come
forward, on Monday evening, and give their warmest support to a cause, upon whose success are
depending on the welfare and happiness of the blind youth of our State. We will add that Mr. Fortescue
is himself, though blind, a highly educated gentleman, and comes among us bearing the most decided
testimonials of character and qualification for the important work of education those who are, like
himself, deprived of the blessing of sight. The number of blind in Georgia is over two hundred, as
ascertained by the late census return, of whom one-fourth are of that age to receive a proper intellectual
training. Let Georgia then add to her existing institutions for the Deaf and Dumb and the Insane, another
for that equally interesting and equally unfortunate class, the Blind, that her beneficence may be
dispensed impartially to all her unfortunate children, according to their respective need.
On the 15th of April the first public meeting of the citizens took place, and the following report of the
proceedings was published in all of the city papers.

THE CAUSE OF THE BLIND
Macon, April 15, 1851
At a meeting held at the City Council room for the purpose of taking some action in regard to the
education of the blind children of the State of Georgia, the Honorable E. A. Nisbet was called to the
chair, and A. R. Freeman was requested to act as Secretary.
It is resolved, That the Chairman appoint a committee of five, whose duty it shall be to solicit
subscriptions from citizens of this State for the purpose of enabling Mr. W. S. Fortescue to educate four
blind children until the meeting of the next Legislature.
The committee appointed were: W. .S. Fortescue, Dr. J. M. Green, Robert Smith, Esp., Dr. W.
S. Lightfoot, Mr. E. Graves.
On motion, the committee of five were authorized to call a meeting of the subscribers at such
time as they thought proper.
On motion, the gazettes of the city were respectfully requested to publish the proceedings of this
meeting.
E. A. NISBET, Chairman
A. R. Freeman, Secretary.
This report is the first record that appears on the minutes of the meetings of the Board of Trustees of
the Georgia Academy for the Blind. It was recorded by Robert A. Smith, who as the organization of
the institution was made Secretary of the Board. As $650.00 had been subscribed, a meeting of the
subscribers was
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called and the following is the recorded report of that meeting, also in Mr. Smith’s legible writing:
Macon, July 4, 1851
At a meeting of the subscribers to the fund for the education of the blind, the Rev. Richard Hooker
was called to the chair, and Mr. Herman Mead requested to act as Secretary.
The Chairman, having announced the meeting as ready for business, the following report was
read by Dr. James M. Green:
The undersigned, a committee appointed at a public meeting, held in the City of Macon on the
th
15 of April last, to collect sub subscriptions and to take such other preliminary measures as might
be necessary, previous to the organization of an institution for the education off the blind, having
performed such of these duties as seemed advisable, beg to leave to make the following report:
That in pursuance of the instructions received from the previous meeting, they have succeeded in
raising $650.00 by subscription from the citizens of Macon, in aid o f this benevolent and
philanthropic object and have reasonable expectations of securing a requisite amount in this way to
meet the current expenses of the institution until the assembling of the Legislature, when it is
contemplated to make an application to that body fro an appropriation sufficient to place the
enterprise on a permanent footing. They have also authorized the purchase of the necessary school
apparatus, books in raised characters, slates, such as are used by the blind, musical instruments, etc;
rented a commodious suite of rooms and purchased and furnished such furniture as was necessary.
Application has also been made to the American Bible Society for a copy of the sacred volume in
raised characters. They have also engaged the services of a lady as matron of the establishment, who
it is believed is highly competent to fulfill the responsible duties of that department. The purchase of
apparatus was made principally in Philadelphia by Mr. Fortescue, one of the committee, who was
very kindly assisted by gentlemen connected with the Pennsylvania Institute of the Education of the
Blind. A piano has also been purchased of the use of the school.
The committee having proceeded thus far with their duties cannot take leave of the subject
without expressing their deep conviction of the great importance of the enterprise in a oral and
intellectual as well as economic view. There are between two hundred and twenty and two hundred
an thirty blind persons in the state of Georgia, the larger part of whom have not even the rudiments
of a mental education, while the cultivation of their moral natures has been in many instances
equally neglected. And in consequence of as great a disregard having been paid to their industrial
instruction, they are, as a class, the most absolute drones in society. The experience of other States
and countries has conclusively proven that this is not necessarily the case, and that their minds can
be cultivated to the highest degree of refinement; that
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they are just as capable of enjoying all the pleasures of society as the seeing, except those that
depend on the sense of sight and that form being troublesome and expensive non-producers, it is
easy to elevate them into active and happy agents. Some of the best musicians, musical teachers,
pianists and organists in this country are from the class of the educated blind, while many others
have enjoyed a remunerating success in various handicraft pursuits and mechanical arts.
With these brief remarks the committee again commends the subject to the subscribers and
community at large.
Respectfully submitted,
E. Graves
R. A. Smith
W. S. Fortescue
J. M. Green
On motion of Col. John B. Lamar, the report was received and adopted.
The committee then submitted the following preamble and articles organizing the Georgia Academe
for the Education of the Blind:
We, the subscribers, desirous of laying the foundation of an Institute for eh education of blind
persons, in intellectual knowledge, and their instruction in the mechanical arts, associate for that
purpose under the following articles:
Art. 1. It shall be known by the name and style of THE GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE
EDUCATION OF THE BLIND; and shall be located in the city of Macon.
Art. 2. The Academy shall be supported by donations, by legacies by such aid as the Legislature
may be pleased to afford, by payments for the education and support of the children by the parents of
others why may be willing to make them, and by annual or by life subscriptions of the members.
Art. 3. Any person may become a member, who shall agree to this constitution, and pay in
advance a sum of not less than five dollars per annum, or in lieu thereof, a gross sum of not less than
fifty dollars, which shall constitute him a life member.
Art. 4. The academy shall be, for the present, under the management of a Board of Trustees,
consisting of seven members, who shall have a general control over the Institution, and shall be
empowered to elect a principal matron, and such other officers as they may deem necessary to make
code of by-laws, and to adopt such measures as they may suppose calculated to advance the interests
of the Institution, and are not inconsistent with these articles.
Which on motion of O. W. Massey, were read and adopted.
The meeting then proceeded to the election of seven Trustees. On motion of J. A. Bisbet, Esq.,
the following gentlemen were elected:
E. B. Weed, Col. J. B. Lamar, J. M. Green, Hon. A. H. Chappell, E. Graves,
N. C. Munroe, R. A. Smith
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The Trustees present as authorized y the fourth article, elected Mr. W. S. Fortescue Principal of
the Institution.
On Motion of Mr. W. S. Fortescue, the city papers, and all others friendly to the cause of
philanthropy, were respectfully requested to publish these proceedings.
On Motion of Dr. H. K. Green, the meeting then adjourned.
RICHARD HOOKER, President
H. MEAD, Secretary.
LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS AND AMOUNT PAID
E. B. Weed
$50.00
Rev. S. L. Stephens
$5.00
J. B. Lamar
60.00
B. E. Styles
10.00
E. Graves
60.00
Mrs. M. N. Clarke
5.00
M. S. Thompson
50.00
Dr. E.L. Strohecker
5.00
H. K. & J. M. Green
35.00
Rev. R. Hooker
5.00
Joseph Bond
25.00
N. Bass
5.00
N. C. Munroe
30.00
S. Rose
5.00
Miss E. F. Prince
25.00
J. A. Nisbet
5.00
Mrs. Hill
20.00
J. Eve (Augusta)
5.00
J. H. R. Washington
15.00
Mrs. Cary
5.00
R. A. Smith
15.00
D. Walker
5.00
A.H. Chappell
20.00
T. Mason
5.00
A. C. Morehouse
10.00
Wm. Dibble
5.00
R. Collins
10.00
M. L. Graybill
5.00
P. Solomon
10.00
J. H. Damour
5.00
T. Wood
10.00
J. DeLoach
5.00
J. D. Carhart
10.00
G. Wood
5.00
Dr. G. Harrison
10.00
E. J. Johnson
5.00
Dr. M. A. Franklin
10.00
Dr. M. T. Nisbet
5.00
Rev. S. Landrum
10.00
Geo. Payne
5.00
L. N. Whittle
10.00
Dr. Nottingham
5.00
C. Campbell
10.00
J. A. Virgin
5.00
T. H. Plant
10.00
A. Mix
5.00
B. Rogers
10.00
A. G. Bostick
5.00
Dr. C. Thompson
10.00
E. Winship
5.00
Wm. Ross
10.00
Mrs. Norman
5.00
J. J. Gresham
10.00
Mrs. W. Poe
5.00
Rev. J. A. Shanklin
5.00
S. F. Dickinson
5.00
W. H. Bray
5.00
Freeman & Roberts
5.00
Hill & Pound
5.00
Dr. A. Pye
5.00
O. W. Massey
25.00
B. T. English
5.00
E. Bond
5.00
Dr. M. S. Thompson
25.00
M. Taylor
5.00
Sums under $5.00
7.00
Total…………………………………………………………………………….$802.00
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Excerpt: 1858
Duly advertised for, which may include the entire construction of the building, embracing all the work
and materials, the work separately, and the materials separately, or any branch of the work, stone, wood
brick, plumbers and painters, with gas, water and heating pipes and furnaces complete. Bond with
approved security required for faithful performance of contracts. Payments to be made from time to
tome as the work progressed, etc. After due consideration of the various proposals, on May 4th 1858, the
Board agreed that the proposal of Messrs Daniel T. Driggers and William C. Wilson was the most
acceptable. Mr. D. B. Woodruff was employed as architect to superintended the erection of the new
building, he having drafted the elevations and specifications for the same.
On the 26th of May, 1858, the contract was duly signed, the Trustees of the Board agreeing to
pay the builders the sum of $49,740.00 in full and final payment, according to the terms of said contract.
In accordance with a resolution passed by the Board, Messrs. J. M. Green, N. C. Munroe and R.
A. Smith were appointed a Committee with authority to prepare the ceremonies for laying the cornerstone with appropriate inscriptions at the proper corner of the new building, on the 5th day of July and a
box containing appropriate documents and memorials deposited in the same. On the appointed day the
ceremony of laying the stone was conducted, with imposing effect, in the presence of two thousand
spectators. Hon. Thomas Hardeman was the orator on the occasion. After the usual deposit of coin,
records and other memorials, the stone was laid by D. G. M., William S Rockwell, of the Masonic
Order, upon which a praiseworthy Institution stand, and which is also a proud monument to the
benevolent gentlemen whose untiring labors were devoted to its origin and establishment.
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INSCRIPTIONS ON THE CORNER STONE

FRONT SOUTH-EAST SIDE:

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND
INCORPORATED JANUARY 19, 1852

ERECTED
BY THE MUNIFICENCE OF THE STATE, A. D. 1858

TRUSTEES:
James Mercer Green, President;
Robert A. Smith, Secretary;
Lewis N. Whittle,
Jackson DeLoache

Nathan C. Munroe, Treasurer;
Nathan Bass
Wathington Poe,

OTHER SIDE

D. B. Woodruff, Architect C. Wilson, D. F. Driggers, Builders,
LAID BY THE MASONIC ORDER, JULY 5, 1858.
W. S. Rockwell, D. G. M.
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On January 7th, 1860, the new Academy was sufficiently finished for occupancy by the teachers and
pupils, and the whole household joyfully moved into it. The length of the building is one hundred and
eight feet; depth of center, fifty feet; two wings, eighty by thirty feet; four stories, containing sixty-three
rooms, all supplied with gas, wide halls and a chapel. There are nine hundred lineal feet of halls and
corridors, and the best ventilated building in the State. The characteristic of the entire edifice is its
compactness and solidity of construction. Since 1882, under the administration of President Whittle,
and on his recommendation, an enlarged and adequate system of sewerage has been added; also a
complete and highly satisfactory steam apparatus for heating the whole building. Also an abundant
water supply from the City Waterworks; a cistern in the yard, and tanks under the roof of the building.
On November 1st 1860, the last record of minutes of the Board in the handwriting of Robert A.
Smith, Secretary, was made. It was recorded the one hundred and forty seventy session of the Board, as
it was the custom of the accomplished Secretary to record the number of each session of the Board as
well as the data. The clear legible writing of Mr. Jewett appears on the minutes at the next meeting,
December 6, 1860, and continues until October 3rd 1862, when he was elected Secretary, Col. R. A.
Smith having been killed in battle in Virginia in June, 1862. During his absence in Confederate service,
the several members of the Board and the Principal acted as Secretary pro tem, and from their
memoranda of the meetings Mr. Jewell compiled and recorded their action in the name of his illustrious
predecessor. Mr. Jewett was elected Secretary in October, 1862, and the minutes of the Board appear
under his official signature until April 11, 1868, when he was elected Treasurer, and Mr. W. D.
Williams, Secretary.
TRIALS AND VICISSITUDES WAR PERIOD.
The greatest trial of the Institution was during the war and the reconstruction period which followed. So
crowded were all of the buildings in Macon with hospitals, army stores and refugees, that it was found
necessary to convert the Academy building, with its beautiful grounds into a hospital for our wounded
soldiers.
On the 27th November, 1863, at a meeting of the Board, the Secretary
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Reports; The answer of his Excellency, Governor Brown, in regard to the application of the Surgeon of
the Post for the use of the Academy building for a hospital, was received, suggesting if the Board can
procure another building in Macon or elsewhere in which the Board can accommodate the blind pupils,
that we yield the use of the building as requested. The principal was requested to proceed at once to
Cuthbert to ascertain what arrangements he could there make to accommodate the pupils of he
Academy, and Messrs. Jewett and DeLoache were appointed to ascertain if any arrangements for a
building could be made in Macon. At the next meeting, December 3rd 1863, Messrs. Jewett and
DeLoache were appointed a committee to confer with Post Quartermaster at Macon and learn what he
would allow the Boars for the use of the Academy building for a hospital, and to make an arrangement
with him for the transfer of the building, provided Mr. Williams succeeded in obtaining a suitable
building in Fort Valley, and in case he succeeds, the Board agree to pay him $1,500.00 per annum for
the use thereof, and to remove the pupils thither.
[Here the minutes of the Board for several meetings were lost by the confusion of the war, and
the absence of the Secretary. The omissions were supplied by a summary taken from the records of the
Principal and other sources, and recorded.]
At a meeting in February, 1864, it having been reported to the Board that a portion of the
furniture of the Academy, which had been stored in a reserved room in the building, had been taken out
without permission, and was being used by some of the employees of the hospital, the Principal was
directed to inquire into the matter; to remove all perishable parts thereof; to sell the same at auction,
and invest the proceeds in bonds for the purpose of replenishing the Academy when the pupils shall
return to it.
At a meeting in April the Principal reported as the net sale of the furniture disposed of under
order of the Board, $,163.68, and that the same had been invested in Confederate States seven per cent
bonds, all of which had been turned over into the hands of the Treasurer.
The Academy , in December, 1863, was removed to Fort Valley, the Principal, Mr. W. D.
Williams, having almost exclusive charge, reporting monthly to the Trustees at Macon.
The Board having been notified by the Principal that a number
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Of military hospitals had been located immediately adjacent an around the lot in Fort Valley on which
the Academy was situated, it was therefore ordered that the Principal be required, for the greater
security of the household, to remove his family into the Institution and reside there, and that his salary
be made henceforth the support of himself and family.
At a meeting of the Board, May 11, 1865, present: Dr. James Mercer Green, President;
L. N. Whittle, W. Poe, N. C. Munroe and W. D. Williams, Secretary; the following is extracted from
the Minutes:
“The fact being recognized that the entire support of the Institution derived from the State had
been cut off by recent political changes, and also that the Academy building which had been in use as a
military hospital under the Confederate authorities, had been occupied in that use by the Federals: On
motion, the President of the Board and the Principal were appointed to confer immediately with the
medical officer of the Federal army in order to ascertain whether they would be willing to pay rent for
the same. After a short absence the committee returned and reported that they were unable to make any
arrangements by which rent might be derived for the use of the Academy, and therefore it was ordered
that the Principal should send the pupils home as soon as practicable and close the school. It was
furthermore ordered that the provisions now on hand should be turned over to the Principal to be
disposed of or used in part payment of officers’ salaries. An appropriation of $2,000.00, Confederate
money, was granted him to pay for supplies purchased before this date.”
At another meeting, May 18th, the Principal having informed the Board that he had obtained an
order from Major General Wilson to the Commissary of the Post to furnish the Institution with rations, it
was therefore
“Resolved, That the orders issued at the last meeting of the Board is hereby revoked, and that the
school be continued.”
At a meeting of the Board, September 5th 1865, the Principal having reported that the Academy
building in Macon had been abandoned as a military hospital, and that he, as an officer of the Institution,
had taken possession of it, and also that the same was in a very bad condition and greatly needing a new
roof; and also having reported that the military officers had ceased to supply the Institution with rations,
and that he had failed to get them to renew the orders to that effect, and that in consequence of this
failure, without
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Some other resource it would be impossible for him to re-open the school, it was therefore
Resolved, That the Principal, Mr. W. D. Williams, is authorized to borrow a sufficient amount to
re-cover the building, provided the sum does not exceed $2,000.000, and that it be borrowed on the
credit of the Academy.
Resolved, That Mr. Williams is also authorized to borrow on the credit of the Academy any
necessary sum not exceeding $2,000,000, with which to pay the expenses of the Institution until the
Legislature can make some permanent provision.
O reimburse them, as near as may be practicable, to the State Treasury.”
At the meeting of the Board, February 1st, 1866, the Principal submitted his report with his
stat3ment of accounts, etc.
“It was moved, seconded and passed, that his accounts be approved as they stand , and that the
Board acknowledge itself indebted to the Principal in the sum of 43, 724.70 is said account.”
This amount was advanced to the Institution by Mr. Williams and his worthy assistant, Miss
Guillan, out of their respective resources. They continued the operations of the Institution until in May,
1866, on their own responsibility, when the debt to the amounted to $5,686.79. It was gradually reduced
by the State Treasury, and in January, 1869, the Institution was entirely out of debt in every respect.
In the annual report of the Board, under date October 14th, 1865, the President shows a balance on hand
of $10,200.46, with this explanation:
Of this balance, $9400.00 is an investment in Confederate securities, which has been explained
in previous reports, and which is now, of course, worthless. The remainder $800.46, is in Georgia State
Treasury notes, now out of circulation, and their value problematical.
“It will be seen from this, that the Trustees have, for the first time in the history of the Institution,
incurred a debt, but it is believed that the necessities of the case will justify a departure from their
established rule. The alternatives presented, were either a debt to sustain the Institution or a suspension,
which, at the time, seemed, as has been stated by the Principal, both an impossible and an undesirable
event. As he has provide d the means from keeping up the Institution, assisted by Miss Guillan, the
literary teacher associated with him, it is to them the debt is due, and the Trustees respectfully ask an
appropriation
The following letter from Governor Jenkins is in character of that
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benevolent and patriotic gentleman. It was written at the time he was about to be deposed by
United States military authority.
Milledgeville, 13th December 1868
“Col. L. N. Whittle:
“My Dear Sir: Enclosed I send you an executive order providing means to carry on the Academy
for the Blind, and the form in which they are to be reached. I wish your Board to keep their own
counsels about this matter. Say nothing, but communicate quietly with the Superintendent W. & A.
Railroad. My belief is, however, that in a very short time, perhaps before the middle of the week, the
military will have sent me adrift and darken things into their own hands. The crisis with our own
Government has certainly arrived.
I say to you, and beg you will say to Mr. J.A. Butts, that I have referred to petition of yourselves
and others to the Surveyor General for a report. My impression is that there will be a great deal of
labor, requiring much time, to make out a paper, and probably before it can be fairly entered upon, the
machine will be run by other hands.
I trouble you to see Mr. Butts and bear excuse. I am terribly hard to run just now.
Very truly your friend, Charles J. Jenkins
The following order from the Executive Department was issued:
“EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
“Whereas, By reason of the interference of the Congress of the United States, with the Administration of
the Government of the State of Georgia, the meeting of the General Assembly at the time appointed for
the year of 1867 has been prevented, whereby the usual appropriations for the support, during the year
1868, of the Lunatic Asylum, the Academy for the Blind, the Academy for the Deaf and Dumb, and the
Penitentiary have not been made; and whereas, by the Constitution of said State it is ordained that “ no
money shall be drawn form the Treasury of this State, except by appropriation made by law; now
therefore, for the purpose of avoiding the serious consequences, which must result from the closing of
those Institutions: It is ordered that the Superintendent of the Western & Atlantic Railroad, advent to
each of said Institutions, in each quarter of the year last aforesaid, commencing on the first instant, the
following sums, viz: to the Treasurer of the Lunatic Asylum, upon the order of the Trustees thereof, the
sum of $15,000 dollars for the support of pauper patients, to the Treasurer of the Academy for the
Blind, upon the order of the Trustees for the maintenance of pupils, salaries of officers, and incidental
expenses the sum of $2,750.00: to the Treasurer of the Academy for the Deaf And Dumb upon the order
of the Trustees, the sum of $2,000; and to the
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bookkeeper of the Penitentiary, upon the order of the Principal Keeper, for the support of the
Penitentiary, the sum of $5,000.00. And it is further ordered that said Superintendent of the Western
and Atlantic Railroad, upon each payment to the Trustees of each Institution, as hereinbefore provided,
take from said Trustees of the three first named, and from the Principal Keeper of the penitentiary,
acknowledgments of such advances, as a loan to be refunded when an appropriation shall be made for
the purpose by the Legislature, unless by Act of the Legislature said obligations be canceled.
CHARLES J. JENKINS GOVERNOR
Executive Department,
Milledgeville, January 11, 1868.
I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of an Executive order placed upon the
minutes of this department.
Given under m hand and the seal of the Executive Department the day and year above written.
R. R. Hunter,
[L. S.]
Secretary Executive Department
The advancement referred to in the foregoing order was not made by the Superintendent. He turned
over the funds according to the law to the Military Governor, T. H. Ruger. The annual reports for the
years 1867 and 1868 fully explain these matters, and the vexations the officers of the Board so
frequently encountered during the period of reconstruction. As the annual reports have all been found,
and will follow this sketch, reference to them will give any details.
In 1870, the Board, in their annual report, makes mention of many improvements made, such as
the erection of a substantial and appropriate enclosure, and the erection of other buildings on the lot,
which add much to the general appearance of the establishment and greatly enhance the convenience of
its arrangements. The building has ample accommodations, not only for the blind persons now within
its walls, but adequate, perhaps for all others of like qualifications in the State. It is maintained in good
condition, and the property is kept insured to the amount of $3,000. The location has proven to be
exceedingly healthy, and is in that part of the city which secures it a good neighborhood.
The school is supplied with the necessary books and apparatus for the education of the blind.
In this connection it is not inapplicable to quote a paragraph from the twentieth annual report by
the Principal, in reference to the name of the Institution:

13

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND
ORIGIN AND HISTORY
It is well to keep definitely and distinctly in view, in all of our operations, t he object of this Institution.
It is the educational training of the blind. Its chartered name “Academy” would seem enough to indicate
this much; yet, in the face of this name, and not withstanding our reiterated assertion, there seems to be
now and then developing misapprehensions and consequent mistakes on this point. The Academy is not
an infirmary for the treatment of the diseases of the eye, or for operations, surgical or medicinal, for the
purpose of the restoration or improvement of Vision. No less is it an Asylum, in the same sense of a
refuge and a home for any or all classes of the indigent blind. It claims to be merely a school like other
schools, in many respects, having its course of study, its system of discipline, its departments of
literature and music, but unlike other schools generally, in the fact that it embraces a mechanical
department for the training of its pupils in industrial work, and into which it sometimes received, under
special circumstances, blind adults as apprentices.
The industrial department of the Institution was organized in 1866, a number of the pupils being
actively engaged as operatives, when not otherwise occupied in their classes, the object being to afford
the pupils an opportunity and means of training in the various branches of industrial work suited to their
circumstances, and of becoming thereby enabled to contribute by their own industry to their own
support. The annual report of the year 1868 mentions that of 38 pupils 5 have been employed
exclusively in the department of handicrafts; six in the same, and also in the other departments, and the
remainder entirely in the school. Eight of them have left the Institution to enter upon the business of
life. The department of handicrafts has been found to be self sustaining, and one of the pupils, a
graduate of the department, is the foreman of the shop. Female pupils are taught to do plain sewing,
crocheting and fancy bead work. IN many instances the blind have the same natural tastes as the seeing.
Some develop mechanical skill, some natural tastes as the seeing. Some develop mechanical skill, some
a literary talent, some excel in mathematics, and others have some literary talent, some excel in
mathematics, and others have a superior musical ear. It affords no little gratification to state that the
experience of eighteen years in the progress of the handicraft department justifies the reports 1866 and
1868. All of the brooms, mattresses used by the Academy, and repairs to cane chairs, etc., are th3e work
of pupils trained in the department of handicrafts.
In 1882 Dr. William F. Holt was appointed the physician of the Academy, and is endorsed by the
Board for his intelligent and
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efficient attention. In 1883 Dr. A. W. Calhoun, of Atlanta, an eminent surgeon and oculist, of the
Institution. He has benevolently treated four cases, a girl and three boys, refusing to receive any
compensation for his valuable time and services. One of the boys, totally blind before, has not been
blessed with sight, and the two other boys have been greatly benefited. They can walk about
unattended, and their sight continues to improve.
The number of pupils who have been admitted into the Academy since its origin, and received
the benefits of its training, is not less than four hundred, of which about two hundred have been
graduated and prepared to assume such duties in life as to make their own support
June 16, 1883. After the usual business, the Secretary was requested to retire, and in his absence for the
following paper was adopted and ordered to be recorded in the minutes:
Whereas, At the colors of the present term of this Academy, now near at hand, William D.
Williams, Esq., the Principal, will have filled that office continuously for 25 years,
Resolved, That the Trustees are well satisfied with the work, he has done and the point of
efficiency and usefulness to which he has raised the Institution, and that the Trustees confidently
commend the Institution and its Principal and teachers to the confidence of the people of Georgia.
Resolved, That in the enlarged sphere in which Mr. Williams is now called to act, the care of a
new Academy for the Colored Blind, having been added to his duties, the Trustees can only hope that
the Principal may be as successful and useful in the future as he has bee in the past.
L. N. Whittle,
President Board of Trustees
Passed unanimously.
Through all the Annual Reports from the organization of the Institution in 1852, deservedly
complimentary notices are made of Miss Hannah Guillan, Instructress of the Department of Literature.
An orphan at an early age, and alone in a foreign land, and almost totally blind, she has made a name
that shall abide forever in the hearts of those for whom she has labored so earnestly and so faithfully.
Professor Czurda has also been with the Institution since 1860, presiding over the musical department
with efficiency and receiving the affections of his pupils The entire household has ever lived
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together in perfect harmony and the kindest feelings prevailing among officers and pupils.
.
It may not be inappropriate to state that the State of Georgia, through its Executive and Legislative
departments, has ever manifested a commendable interest in the maintenance of the Georgia Academy
for the Blind, and a readiness to do all that was proper to be done in aid of its success and efficiency.
Of the first Board of Trustees who organized the Academy in July, 1851, and who were also charter
members under the Act of Incorporation by the Legislature in January, 1852, four of them (Edwin B.
Weed, R. A. Smith, N. C. Munroe and James M. Green) died while members of the Board. John B.
Lamar, Edwin Graves and Absalom H. Chappell died after their resignation. .
The vacancies that occurred in the Board, and the successors
elected, are as follows:.
March, 1852, Mr. Chappell resigned, and was succeeded by Hon. Nathan Bass.
January, 1854, Mr. 'Veed died, and was succeeded in May of
that year by Hon. L. N. Whittle.
April, 1855, Hon. J. B. Lamar resigned, and was succeeded by
Hon. Washington Poe.
May, 1857, Edwin Graves resigned, and was succeeded by Mr. J.
DeLoache. .
September, 1862, Col. R. A.. Smith died, and was succeeded both
as Trustee and Secretary by Henry L. Jewett.
Mr. Nathan C. Munroe; the provisional President of the Board.
before its incorporation, and a charter member, died in 1868.
Mr. Munroe was succeeded by Mr. A; J. White, and as Treasurer by Mr. Henry L. Jewett.
In January, 1870, Mr. Bass resigned, and was succeeded in February by Mr. Peter Solomon.
In 1872 Mr., J. DeLoache died, and was succeeded by Mr. Virgil Powers on May 12.
In 1873 Mr. A. J. White resigned, and was succeeded in May by Mr. C. A. Nutting.
In October, 1876, Hon. Washington Poe died. A handsome tribute was written to his memory.
Mr. Poe was succeeded by Mr. T. G. Holt.
On June 24, 1881, Dr. James M. Green, President and the oldest
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member in service of the Board, died. Resolutions were passed in reverence of his long and faithful
services, and a memorial tablet, with appropriate inscription, placed in the walls of the Academy. Dr.
Green was succeeded by Hon. L. N. Whittle, the senior member of the Board by service, he having
been elected a Trustee in 1854, was now elected to succeed Dr. Green as President, and Mr. John P.
Fort was elected to fill the vacancy of Trustee.
In January, 1882, Mr. C. A. Nutting died, and was succeeded by Mr. B. C. Smith. The usual
resolutions were adopted to the memory of the deceased member.
In November, 1884, Mr. Peter Solomon died. Handsome resolutions were adopted in honor of his
worth and memory: He was succeeded by Mr. B. J. Lamar in March, 1885.
In November, 1884, Mr. J. Madison Jones was elected to succeed Mr. J. P. Fort, who had resigned.
Members of the Board, 1885:
Trustees, L. N. Whittle, President; Henry L. Jewett, Treasurer; T. G. Holt, Ben. C. Smith, Virgil
Powers, H. J. Lamar, J. M. Jones, W. D. Williams, Secretary. Auditing Committee:
H. L. Jewett, J. M. Jones, B. C. Smith.

OFFICERS AND TUTORS.
PRINCIPALS
1851. V. S. Fortescue,

1855. May Horn,

1853. Henry Dutton,

1856. W. N. Chaudoin.

1857-'58.

Vacancy during which the Academy was under the management of Miss

Guillan.

1858. W. D. Williams, the present incumbent.

FEMALE INSTRUCTRESS.
1852. Miss Hannah Guillan; transferred to Literary Department
in 1857.

MUSICAL INSTRUCTORS.
1852. M. B. Clark,

1858. Mr. B. Hyde,

1852

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mack,

1859. Charles H. Loehr,

1855

Ezra A. Hill,

1860. V. Czurda.
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MATRONS.
1852. Mr. J. Griewold,
1855. Mrs. May Horn,
1856. Mr. W. N. Chaudoin.

1858.
1860.

Mrs. W.. D. Williams,
Mrs. A. E. .Hunt.

INSTRUCTRESS IN WORK.
1860. Miss A. E. Zachry.
At the conclusion of the war the minutes and annual reports show but three officers: W. D. Williams,
Principal; Miss H. Gulllan, literary department; V. Czurda, music department ; and in 1867 Miss
Zachry was assistant to Miss Guillan until 1874. In the year 1876 several assistants were added in the
musical department.
The officers of the Academy for the year 1885, and the date of their filled appointment:
1858-W. D. Williams,. . . . . . . . . . …………..Principal.
1852 Mill Hannah Guillan,. .. ………………..Department of Literature.
1860-V. Czurda,. . . . . . . . . . ………………... Director of Music.
1888-W. J. Self, . . . . . . . . . ………………….Master of Workshop.
1881 W. F. Holt, M. D., . . . . . . . ……………Medical Director.
1882-A. W. Calhoun, M. D., . . . . . …………...Oculist.
Dr. J. M. Green was Medical Director from the organization of
the Academy to the time of his death.
ACADEMY FOR THE COLORED BLIND.
In concluding his twenty-fourth annual report for the year 1875,
Dr. Green, the President of the Board, remarks:
It is now time to take into consideration the interests of the blind of
the colored population of this State. The existence of blind colored children has in no instance been
reported to the authorities of the Institution, and it is probable that they are not very numerous in the
State. . . . Should there arise a necessity for opening a school for colored youths, as time will develop,
the Board would be in a condition to take into consideration provisions for that purpose in a separate
institution, under the present organization, and with no great amount of additional expense."
On November 1st, 1880, the following resolution was offered by
L. N. Whittle at a meeting of the Board, and adopted:
"Resolved,, That the President is requested, in his annual report, to
call the attention of the Legislature to the colored blind youths of the
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State, and should they determine to enter upon their education, that he ask for an appropriation of
$10,000.00 to purchase or rent necessary buildings and provide for the support and education of such
pupils as may offer."
The suggestion was complied with: The Principal was also requested to prepare a report on the
subject, with which request he complied, and the report, after receiving the consideration of the Board,
was, by resolution, made supplementary to the President's annual report.
The lamented death of Dr. Green occurred on the 11th of June, 1881, and Mr. L. N. Whittle, having
been elected his successor as President, made the annual report for that year.
Mr. Whittle announced the appropriation of $10,000.00 by the Legislature lately adjourned, for theestablishment of an Institution for the education of the blind colored children of the State in connection
with the Georgia Academy for the Blind and under the,
management of its Trustees; but that no part of it had been drawn from the Treasury in consequence of
delay in selecting a suitable location for the Academy to be erected. At a meeting of the Board, Messrs.
R. L. Jewett and W. D. Williams were appointed a
committee to purchase a lot, and finally succeeded, in the early part of 1882, in securing one containing
three and a half acres for less than $3,000.00. The contract for building was awarded to Mr. W. C.
Wilson. It was resolved to have a corner-stone erected, and the Lodges of Colored Free and Accepted
Masons, of Macon, were invited to perform the ceremony. The 25th of April was selected as the day,
and in the presence of a large attendance, and all

the orders of the

colored citizens and their military companies, the

Grand Master of

the State and Grand Officers of the State Organization of Colored Masons, with the usual ceremonies,
laid the stone which bears the following inscription:
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
____________________
TRUSTEES:
L. N. WHITTLE, President ;
P. SOLOMAN,
J. P. FORT,
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal;

H. L. JEWETT, Treasurer;
V. POWERS,

T. G. HOI,T,

B. C. SMITH.
W. C. WILSON, Builder.
ERECTED-April, 1882.
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Among the names of the Trustees on the corner-stone of the Academy, laid in 1858, that of
L. N. Whittle only appears on the corner stone of the Academy of 1882, all having died except
Nathan Bass, who removed from Macon in 1870.
The building is made of brick and stone, is covered with metal
and is strongly built. Dimensions fifty feet front, sixty in depth; three stories, including a basement;
contains eighteen rooms, with capacity for forty pupils, and all necessary apartments. It is a creditable
State building.

Total cost, $13,547.36, including the lot.

OFFICERS:
W. D. WILLIAMS, A. M.,. . . . . . . . . . . . . Principal.
S. A. W. COLEY. .. . . . ………………… Teacher of Literature and ,Music.
W. J. SELF. . .. . . . . . . . . . ……………….Teacher of Handicrafts.
LEWIS WILLIAMS and wife. . . . . . . ….. Prefect and Matron.

The Principal's report for the present, 1885; states there are eleven pupils in the school, all males.
They are making commendable progress in the several departments. The school was opened on
November lat, 1885, with six pupils.
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Reprint.

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY 'FOR THE BLIND,
JANUARY, 1853.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.
-

Trustees
JAMES M. GREEN, PRESIDENT.
NATHAN C. MUNROE; TREASURER.
ROBERT A. SMITH, SECRETARY.
EDWIN B. WEED.
EDWIN GRAVES.
JOHN B. LAMAR.
NATHAN BASS.

TEACHERS
W. S. FORTESCUE, Principal.
MISS HANNAH GUILLAN, Teacher of Female Classes.
MRS. J. GRISWOLD, Matron.
………………, Teacher of :Music.
LIST OF PUPILS.
NAMES.

AGE.

RESIDENCE.

ENTERED SCHOOL.

Hodges, Francis M .....

12 years.

Carroll County.

July, 1851.

Reed, George..............

15 years.

Cass County. October, 1852.

Wilkins, Wm ..............

14 years.

Campbell County.

Sept., 1852.

Boyd, Elender ............

31 years.

Carroll County.

January, 1853.

Farmer, Mary .............

13 years.

Newton County.

August, 1851.

Hall, Eliza ..................

13 years.

Cass County. March, 1852.

Lane, Harriet ..............

13 years.

Oglethorpe County. March, 1852.

Overby, Rhoda ...........

11 years.

Walker County.

May, 1852.

Steadman, Eliza..........

13 years.

Walker County.

October, 1852.

Zachary, Eliza ............

19 years.

Harris County. Sept., 1853.

*Mary Wimberly........

17 years.

Bibb County. July, 1851.

†Martha Wootten .......

26 years.

Baldwin County.

‡John M. Aiken..........

19 years.

Butts County. October, 1852.

July, 1851.

*Left October, 1851. † Left January, 1852. ‡Left December, 1852 Withdrawn by their friends.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.
-To His. Excellency, the Governor of Georgia:
In conformity with the requisitions of an Act, passed at the last ses8ion of the General Assembly of
Georgia, “To Incorporate and Endow the Georgia Academy for the Blind," the Trustees respect fully
present their

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT.
The Trustees, shortly after the passage of the Act referred to, organized the Board by the election of
a President, Treasurer and Secretary, and proceeded to appoint Mr. W. S. Fortescue, Principal j Mr.
M. B. Clark, Musical Instructor; Miss Hannah Guillan, Female Teacher, and Mrs. J. Griswold,
Matron.
Until last October the Institution ''Occupied a dwelling on the corner of Third and Sassafras
streets, Macon, but there being a necessity of more spacious accommodations, a removal was then
made to a building erected by the city for an Hospital, about half a mile southwest of the
Southwestern Railroad Depot.
The present location is regarded only as temporary, being in many respects undesirable.
It is gratifying to be able to state, that though this infant Institution has had to contend with difficulties
incident to new and untried enterprises, its progress has, to a good degree, realized the expectations of its
friends.
As is common at the commencement of similar Institutions, one of the most serious obstacles has
been the almost insurmountable difficulty of inducing those who most need the facilities we offer to
come forward and improve them.
Although there is a large number of blind children in our State, and although no means have been
left untried to place the advantages of the Institution before their parents and guardians, we have as
yet been able to obtain but very few pupils. Advertisements, circulars and letters have been
addressed, not only to the persons immediately interested, but to clergymen and other gentlemen who
are supposed to take an interest in such matters; also to every Ordinary in the State, besides which, at
much expense, personal visits have been made by our intelligent Principal.
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past summer a party of pupils under his charge have exhibited, in
several places of resort, the encouraging proficiency already attained.
These statements are but the common history of the earlier years
of similar undertaking, and are here made merely to show that the officers, of this Academy have not
failed in every proper effort. The causes of this great backwardness of parents to have their blind
children educated from home are not only the general ignorance of what can be accomplished for
their good, as well as the illiterate condition of many ,parents and friends of these unfortunates, but
the natural, though 'often extreme tenderness, with which they are regarded. This excessive feeling
induces apprehensions lest blind children, in their helpless condition, should not be treated kindly
and trained carefully, when committed to the hands of strangers. Only those who have made the
attempt can properly appreciate the difficulty of overcoming these prejudices so unfounded. The
danger is rather" that the teacher partake too much in the indulged commiseration so commonly,
exhibited towards the blind, and thus neglect the duty of thorough instruction and discipline. One of
the most important lessons to be impressed upon the blind is that they must do everything possible to
help themselves; modest self-reliance, invaluable aid to the seeing in the struggle of life, is, if it may
be said, still more important for the success of the blind.
The true policy in the treatment of the blind is thus well expressed by one of the best authorities on
the subject in the country, William Chapin, Esq., Principal of the Pennsylvania Institute for the Blind:
" Blind children at home are rarely trained wisely. They mingle seldom with seeing children, and
when they do, they are looked upon-as blind children usually are-as unable to help themselves. And,
worse than all, among strangers they are treated with a morbid sympathy, whose tones of pity seldom
fail to mortify and repel them; and thus they grow up with a depressing sense of misfortune and
helpless dependence. The moment such a child enters an Institution for instruction his treatment and
all the influences around him are of a different character. Amidst cheerful voices and active
footsteps, the sweet tones of music and the busy sounds of industry, everywhere about him, awaken
him to new life, and he is not a mere passive spectator of the animating scene; he immediately
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forms a part of it. He exchanges his habits of listlessness and
idleness for a life of physical and mental action. New moral feelings and responsibility spring up, and he
is now treated-perhaps for the first time-like a rational being the language of pity is never heard except,
from an occasional inconsiderate visitor, who represents the world, from which he has just emerged.
His instructors scarcely recognize his blindness as an infirmity. On the contrary, the moral of their
teaching and of all the influences around him is, that there is no difficulty with him who faithfully perseveres.
" We assume then, as true, that a blind person brought up with his fellows in an Institution will always
be more like seeing persons in habit and feeling than one trained up at home.",
We trust that the marked success met, with by the instructors in our Academy will win, as it becomes
better known, the deserved confidence of the friends and relations of the blind-and that we may shortly
expect large accessions to the number of our pupils.
The improvement of the pupils during the past year in common branches of education, especially
arithmetic, has been very satisfactory, owing to the indefatigable exertions of' the Principal, Mr.
Fortescue, and his assistant, Miss Guillan.
In music, under the instruction of Mr. M. B. Clark, their progress has, in general, been highly
encouraging-some of the pupils evincing much musical talent.
In the purchase of books and school apparatus peculiar to the blind, we have received the very kind
and useful assistance of Mr. William Chapin, Principal of the Pennsylvania Institute for the
Blind.
During the preliminary steps for the organization of the Academy, valuable counsel and aid was
rendered by the distinguished philanthropist, Prof. Robley Dunglison, of Philadelphia.
It seems proper to include a few remarks upon the objects aimed at and the means employed in other
schools for the blind, where their education has longest and most successfully been pursued; the peculiar
impediments in the instruction of this class; the causes of its unusual expensiveness, and some of the
average results, in order to show what must be done to attain all the benevolent purposes possible and
desirable, with what success, and with what result.
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Besides the objects of all well conducted boarding schools-the intellectual, moral and physical
training of pupils preparatory to entering upon the pursuits of life-institutions for the blind in our
country, and especially those at Boston, New York and Philadelphia, have included two other parts
of education as most important the teaching of work and music; a mechanical employment to
accustom the early habits of industry, as a preventive from the
indolence and listlessness to which those would be peculiarly liable who are deprived of usual
powers of activity, as well as for a means of support; a knowledge of vocal and instrumental music,
for such as have capacity, as an innocent, cheerful recreation to those deprived of many common
pleasures; but especially as affording to those endowed with particular taste and talent for music
the most agreeable and independent way of livelihood that the blind can pursue. .
The blind pupil when first brought under instruction is usually hindered by more than the mere
fact of not seeing. Whether born blind or early deprived of sight by disease or accident, the body
has generally been enfeebled by want of the constant activity natural to youth-the mental
development checked by lack of instruction-the disposition impaired by the insulting pity of strangers and the mistaken tenderness of friends, and energy of character is deficient from the habit of
yielding to, rather than overcoming I difficulties.
These mental and moral impediments yield to the influences of a well ordered school and the
congenial society of school-masters; but the physical infirmity continues, in many cases, a serious
check to progress.
Where blindness is the result of general disease, the constitution is usually shattered. Therefore,
in the physical training, there is needed unusual care of the health, nourishing and varied diet, every
facility for fresh air and exercise, spacious halls and piazzas, broad smooth walks for promenading,
and large level sandy plots for playgrounds, lofty, well ventilated apartments, and ample
conveniences for frequent bathing, warm and cold.
In mental cultivation, more than the common degree of time, patience and expense is needed; it is
mostly oral; the duty of the teacher in the class being to convey all that knowledge which in other
schools is imparted, in a great measure, through books, leaving
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only recitations and explanations In the class. Hence, there is
required a large number of Instructors, and the progress, upon the
whole , is slower, though not necessarily less thorough and accurate,
except in natural science.
The books in raised print are few In number, and from their expensiveness and bulk, will remain so,
yet, reading them, is important to the blind not so much as means of acquiring general knowledge, as In
learning orthography, and above all, in enabling them to search the Scriptures for themselves.
Maps and globes constructed for the blind, are costly-yet without them, no satisfactory acquaintance w
with geography can be gained.
Reading raised print, writing on grooved boards, geography, grammar, arithmetic, algebra, geometry,
and natural philosophy, (with some superficial general information on natural sciences) are all the
branches usually attempted. In. these, especially mathematics
The proficiency of the blind pupil compares favorably with that of the seeing, except in reading and
writing.
Much time should be spent by teachers in conveying general information by reading aloud, books,
papers and periodicals. Great benefit will result to the blind from giving to them that general intelligence
and refinement of mind, which by enabling them to converse with wisdom and grace, will entitle them
to the society, which will farther elevate and secure from sensual pleasures. Conversation must always
be their chief solace and amusement, the most innocent and beneficial, if rightly conducted-the most at
command.
In the older Institutions for the blind of our country, all of the pupils capable are taught singing and
playing on the piano, the males also acquire the practice of various instruments; those who have most
talent are fitted for organists in churches and teachers of vocal and instrumental music. A full choir and
orchestra are formed among the pupils, which add to the interest of worship in the school, and in
exhibitions and concerts, give to the public pleasing proofs of the benefits of the course of education.
The workshops are never a source of much profit to the Institution; but, on the contrary, require a liberal
expenditure, and much care in selecting such simple manufactures as can most nearly be completed by
the blind, and will bring the most return for hand labor. Assistance in preparing the materials and giving
them art,
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and in finishing the articles, is always indispensable; even after the
pupil is well instructed in his handicraft. Scarcely any are fitted
to go out into the world and support themselves, either as journey
men or masters, by their trade exposed to general competition.
Yet, when engaged in work departments established in connection with the school, and so administered
as to favor the efforts of
graduate pupils, they may maintain themselves in comfort.
Among the branches of handicraft taught in different institutions
are the making of brushes, baskets, brooms and band-boxes, and
the weaving of mats and rag-carpets. .
For the full course of instruction, eight years is none too much;
and even then, unless the pupil enters at a later age than is, in
many cases advisable, the term of tuition will expire before suffi
cient maturity of mind and character is reached.
According to the census of 1840, there were one hundred and
thirty-six blind in this State; by the census of 1850, their Number
had increased to two hundred and thirty. From reliable information, we are assured that this 1850 return
is too small and three hundred is nearer the right number.
It becomes a matter deserving serious inquiry, whether or not,
this hitherto neglected and increasing portion of our population shall remain without education and the
means of maintenance. The mass of them have not received even the rudiments of education, and are
growing up to ignorance and helplessness. Many have only
learned the lessons of vice. Shall these neglected children of misfortune remain only a reproach and
useless burden to the community, mere objects of commiseration? The experience of other
States has conclusively shown that this is not their necessary condition.
Their minds can be cultivated to the highest degree of refinement;
they are capable of learning abstruse sciences and mechanic arts; their morals are equally susceptible of
improvement; they can be
fitted for the purest social pleasures. It has been shown, too, that from being indigent and burdensome,
non-producers and consumers
only, they can be elevated to the sphere of active, and happy
co-laborers in the common pursuits of life. It is the just pride of
Institutions for the blind that they have thus raised their pupils
from the dependent and degraded conditions, which too long seemed
their fate, to honorable and profitable avocations.
These results have been seen n those States that have provided
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liberally for the instruction of this class. Twenty-five States of
the Union have made legislative provisions for their education, chiefly by endowing Institutions
established by private enterprise and the beneficence.
Georgia has liberally provided for the education of her rising generations. No portion of the
community have stronger claims to educational aid than the blind. .
Surely we may trust that the encouragement so lately given to this cause is but an earnest of complete
and permanent support soon to be established.
To show how the importance of educating the blind is estimated in some of the most intelligent States
in the Union, we append the following table of expenditures made for this purpose:
New York _. For Buildings......................;... ......... $150,000 00
New York-Annual Appropriation ............,...,
30,000 00
Pennsylvania-Buildings ............................................. 80,000 00
Pennsylvania--Burch Legacy.. ................................. 180,000 00
Pennsylvania-Annual Appropriation.......................... 12,000 00
Massachusetts--Annual Income ................................. 25,000 00
Ohio-Buildings........................................................... 50,000 00
Ohio-Annual Appropriation....................................... 15,000 00
Indiana-Buildings ...,.................................... , ............ 70,000 00
Indiana-Annual Appropriation................................... 19,000 00
Missouri-Buildings (to begin with)............................ 20,000 00
Missouri-Annual Appropriation................................... 5,000 00

This Institution has labored under much embarrassment from the want of a suitable building, and the
necessity of occupying temporarily inconvenient tenements.
The Trustees beg leave to urge upon the Legislature and the benevolent and public spirited citizens
of our State the vital importance to their undertaking of speedily procuring the erection of a permanent
and well-constructed edifice. Until this is done, the proper system of educating the blind cannot have
its full and effectual development. Sufficient space should be provided for the largest number of pupils
that may be expected for several years. The plan of the building can then be adapted to be peculiar and
ample arrangements indispensable in schools for the blind, where the two sexes are to partake the
benefits of one complete organiza-
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tion of every branch, with a united corps of teachers under one settled policy and efficient
superintendence, yet with the strict separation demanded by prudence and propriety. The addition of
music its several varieties and different kinds of handicraft, to literary studies, demands an increase of
room and its peculiar
adaptation. Provision for air and exercise for those whose infirmity restricts them almost entirely to the
limits of the institution (whilst it lessens the impulse to healthful activity) still farther extends the
requirements for space within and out of doors.
Common prudence and humanity would determine that in buildings where a large number of blind
children are to be assembled, especial security from fire should be provided, although at much increase
of expense.
From all these considerations it is evident that the wise economy, which is careful not to sacrifice great
utility to small savings, compels to a larger outlay in erecting buildings suitable for the education of the
blind than would be needed for other classes.
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
JANUARY, 1854
OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY
TRUSTEES.
JAMES M. GREEN, President
NATHAN C. MUNROE, Treasurer.
EDWIN GRAVES.

ROBERT A. SMITH, Secretary.

NATHAN BASS

JOHN B. LAMAR.

INSTRUCTORS.
HENRY DUTTON…………………………………………………… Principal
Miss H. GUILLAN,……………………………………………………Teacher and Governess
Mrs. S. J. GRISWOLD,………………………………………………Matron
EDWARD MACK……………………………………………………..Teacher of Music
Miss S. A. MACK…..Teacher of Music and Handicraft to Female Pupils
LIST OF PUPILS
NAMES

AGE

RESIDENCE

ENTERED SCHOOL

Hodges, F. M.
Reid, George
Wilkins, Wm.
Boyd, Nancy E.
Farmer, Mary
Hall, Eliza J.
Lane, Harriet
Overby, Rhoda
Steadman, Elizabeth
Zachary, A. Elizabeth
Wimberly, Mary E.
Hall, Amanda
Addison, A. J.
Donald, M. J.
Aikin, John

13 years
15 years
15 years
32 years
13 years
12 years
14 years
12 years
13 years
20 years
18 years
13 years
18 years
18 years
21 years

Carroll County
Cass County
Campbell County
Carroll County
Newton County
Cass County
Oglethorpe County
Walker County
Walker County
Harris County
Bibb County
Whitfield County
Habersham County
Abbeville, S. C.
Butts County

July, 1851
October, 1852
September, 1852
January, 1853
August, 1851
March, 1852
March 1852
May 1852
October 1852
September 1852
October 1853
November 1853
December 1853
October 1853
January 1854
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
JANUARY, 1856.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

JAMES MERCER GREEN, President
NATHAN C. MUNROE, TREASURER.
ROBERT A. SMITH, SECRETARY.
EDWIN GRAVES.
NATHAN BASS.
LEWIS N. WHLTTLE,
WASHINGTON POE.
INSTRUCTORS
MAY HORN………………………………………………………………..Principal
Miss H. GUILLAN………………………………………….Teacher and Governess.
EZRA A. HALL……………………………………………………Teacher of Music
Mrs. MAY HORN………………………………………………………….…Matron
LIST OF PUPILS
NAMES

AGE

RESIDENCE

ENTERED SCHOOL

Francis Hodges
Mary E. Wimberly
Mary Farmer
Eliza Hall
Rhoda Overby
Elizabeth Zachary*
John Aiken
Amanda A. Hall†
Susan Hudgins
Mary A. Gunn
Erasmus C. Wright*
Sarah J. Toles
Margaret Duncan
Martha Saye
Leonard A. Hawkins
William Wilkins
George Read
Elizabeth Stedman

15 years
20 years
16 years
14 years
13 years
21 years
23 years
13 years
6 years
19 years
22 years
14 years
19 years
13 years
15 years
17 years
17 years
15 years

Carroll County
Bibb County
Newton County
Cass County
Walker County
Harris County
Butts County
Whitfield County
Gordon County
Muscogee County
Walton County
Jones County
Newton County
Hall County
Murray County
Campbell County
Cass County
Walker County

July 1851
October 1853
August 1851
March 1852
May 1852
September 1852
October 1852
October 1852
February 1855
March 1855
March 1855
April 1855
September 1855
November 1855
December 1855
September 1852
October 1852
October 1852
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To His Excellency the Governor of Georgia:
The trustees of the Georgia Academy for the Blind, in conformation of the law, respectfully make
their Fourth Annual Report to the Executive Department.
We are grateful to be able to state that the Institution has made
progress since our last annual report, there being a slight increase
in the number of the class; which, although still a small one, it is almost as large as could be
crowded into the present building.
Although the past summer has been marked by the prevalence of fever
and other dangerous diseases, yet there has been very little sickness
in the Institution, except one violent attack of acute dysentery
that terminated fatally. The unfortunate subject of this case was
Miss Amanda Hall, from Whitfield county, who merited and received
from her teacher, as well as the Board of Trustees, the highest
meed of approbation for scholarship and. deportment.
She was one of the most prominent and intelligent pupils in the class.
The number of blind in the State, from the best information in the
hands of the Board, must approximate four hundred persons; of these at least sixty or seventy
ought to be receiving the benefits of a methodical education at our Institution. But from the limited
means placed at our disposal, the Institution has been necessarily contracted in such a manner that
the children of those who could afford
it have in many instances been sent to the North, where older,
better endowed, and, consequently, better organized Institutions, offered greater facilities for
acquiring a thorough education,
as well as greater security from the dreadful danger of destruction
by fire. The Trustees know that this latter reason has had its influence
From the ignorance and indigence of those from whom the great
mass of our pupils spring, we meet with the greatest difficulty in increasing the number of
our class. These reasons, together with
the newness of the subject of educating the blind in this State, the inability of the
Trustees from want of means. (note, I did not copy the rest of the page.)
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NAMES
OF PUPILS ADMITTED SINCE THE FIRST ORGANIZATION

Names of Pupils

Age

When admitted

Counties

Terms Admission

F. M. Hodges

10

July 1851

Carroll

State Appropriation

Mary E. Wimberly

16

October 1853

Bibb

Pay Pupil

Mary Wooten

25

August 1851

Baldwin

State appropriation

Mary Farmer

11

August 1851

Newton

State appropriation

Harriet Lane

12

March 1852

Oglethorpe

“

“

Eliza Hall

11

March 1852

Cass

“

“

Rhoda Overby

10

May 1852

Walker

“

“

Elizabeth Zachry

18

September 1852

Harris

“

“

William Wilkins

14

September 1852

Campbell

“

“

George Reid

14

October 1852

Cass

“

“

Elizabeth M. Stedman

12

October 1852

Walker

“

“

Nancy E. Boyd

31

January 1853

Carroll

“

“

John Aiken

20

October 1854

Butts

“

“

October 1853

S. Carolina

Pay pupil

Mary J. Dennell
Amanda R. Hall

11

October 1853

Whitfield

State appropriation

A. J. Addison

19

December 1853

Habersham

“

“

Susan Hudgins

6

February 1855

Gordon

“

“

Mary A. Gunn

18

March 1855

Muscogee

“

“

Martha J. Gunn

20

March 1855

Muscogee

“

“

E. C. Wright

22

March 1855

Walton

“

“

Sarah J. Toles

14

April 1855

Jones

Half pay pupil

Margaret Duncan

17

September 1855

Newton

State appropriation

William Payne

10

September 1855

Clarke

Pay Pupil

Martha J. Sayne

13

Nov. 1855

Hall

State appropriation

L. A. Hawkins

16

December 1855

Murray

State appropriation

1856
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LIST OF PUPILS. 1857
NAMES.

F. M. Hodges
M. E. Wimberly*
Eliza Hall
Rhoda Overby*
A. E. Zachary
John Aiken
Susan Hudgins
Mary A. Gunn
Margaret Duncan
Martha J. Saye
L. A. Hawkins...,
William Wilkins
Geo. O. Read*
Elizabe h Steadman
James E. Phillips
Susan Dallas
Mary J. Deal
H. T. Kennebrew
Mary E. Roberts
Eliza Floyd*
Eliza Bevil.*
Martha Kingry
Sarah A. Taylor
---- Stegall †

AGE.

16 years
21 years
15 years
14 years
22 years
24 years
8 years
20 years
20 years
14 years
17 years
18 years
18 years
16 years
16 years
13 years
13 years
16 years
10 years
16 years
19 years
19 years
19 years
8 years

RESIDENCE.

Carroll county
Bibb county
Cass county
Walker county
Harris county
Butts county
Gordon county
Muscogee county
Newton county
Hall county
Murray county
Campbell county
Cass county
Walker county
Butts county
Lincoln county
Hall county
Floyd county
Mobile, Ala
Mississippi
Muscogee county
Wilkinson county
Habersham county
Lee county

*Has not returned since vacation. † Admitted, but has not arrived.

1857
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ENTERED SCHOOL.

July, 1851.
October, 1853.
March, 1852.
May, 1852.
September, 1852.
October, 1852.
February, 1855.
March, 1855
Septemher, 1855.
November, 1855.
December, 1855.
September, 1852.
October, 1852.
October, 1852.
April, 1856.
April, 1856.
September, 1856.
February, 1856.
February, 1856.
September, 1856.
January, 1856.
February, 1857.
February, 1857.
Soon.

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ,ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
NOVEMBER 1, 1858
--

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

JAMES MERCER GREEN, PRESIDENT.
NATHAN C. MUNROE, TREASURER. ROBERT A. SMITH, SECRETARY.
THAN BASS,
LEWIS N. WHITTLE,
SHINGTON POE, JACKSON DELOACHE.
INSTRUCTORS.

WILLIAM D.. WILLIAMS, A. M.,……………………….. . . . Principal.
H. GUILLAN,. .. . . . . . . …………………………...Literary Department.
A A. HALL,.. . . . . . …………………………. . . .., . . Music Department.
WILLIAMS,. . . . . ... . . . ... ……………………………... . . . . . . Matron.
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LIST OF PUPILS 1858

MALES.
Names and Residence.

Admitted.

John Aiken, Butts county
William Bailey, Cass county
Leonard A. Hawkins, Murray county
F. M. Hodges, Carroll county
H. T. Kennebrew, Floyd county
James E. Phillips, Butts county
David Smith,* Rabun county

October, 1852.
February, 1858.
December, 1855.
July, 1851.
February, 1856.
April, 1856.
March, 1858.

FEMALES.
Eliza Bevill, Muscogee county
Georgia A. Craft,* Fulton county
Susan A. Dallas, Lincoln county
Mary J. Deal, Hall county
Margaret Duncan, Newton county
Eliza Floyd,* Mississippi
Mary Ann Gunn, Muscogee county
Eliza J. Hall, Cass county
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson county
Nancy Kirk, Cass county,
Rhoda B. Overby, Catoosa county
M. Ella Roberts, Mobile, Ala.,
Martha J. Saye, Baldwin county
Elizabeth Steadman, Catoosa county
Nancy M. Smith, White county
Martha M. Stegall, Lee county
Sarah A. Taylor, Habersham county
l\'i:ary E. Wimberly,* Bibb county
A. E. Zachary,* Harris county

January, 1856.
February, 1858.
April, 1856.
September, 1856.
September, 1855.
September, 1856.
March, 1855.
March, 1852.
February, 1855.
February, 1857.
February, 1858.
May, 1852.
February, 1856.
November, 1855.
May, 1852.
September, 1858.
November, 1857.
February, 1857.
October, 1853.
September, 1852.

*Those marked thus * have not returned since the Summer Vacation.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
NOVEMBER 1, 1859.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.
TRUSTEES.
JAMES MERCER GREEN, PRESIDENT.
NATHAN C. MUNROE, TREASURER. ROBERT A. SMITH, SECRETARY.
NATHAN BASS,
LEWIS N. WHITTLE.
WASHINGTON POE,
JACKSON DELOACHE.
INSTRUCTORS.
WILLIAM p. WILLIAMS, A. M.,. . .., . . ………………………………..PRINCIPAL. MISS H.
GUILLAN . . . . . . . . . ……………………. . LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
MR. B. HYDE. . . . . . . . . ……………………………….. . .MUSIC DEPARTMENT.
MRS. WILLIAMS. . . . . . . . . . . ………………………………... . . . . . . . MATRON.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT 1859
To his Excellency, JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor of Georgia:
SIR-The Institution represented by the Board of Trustees of
The Georgia Academy for the Blind, is required by law,
annually to present an accurate statement of the receipts and disbements, the number of pupils, their educational progress, and
any other details of its internal or external management that may
be necessary for a complete and satisfactory exposition of the
affairs to the Legislature. The elaborate report of the Principal,
accompanying this paper, will, it is believed, fulfill these requisitions
in regard to the interior arrangements of the Institution, and the
two reports of our Treasurer will exhibit clearly the receipts and
disbursements, and means in hand, belonging to the maintenance as
well as construction accounts.
By a reference to the Principal's report, it will be seen that at
the date of our last annual report, twenty-two (22) pupils were
receiving the benefits of the Academy, that two (2) have withdrawn,
that two (2) have died, and that twenty-two now remain in the Institution.
The Trustees regret to record the death of two estimable pupils,
(one of whom, Susan Dallas, promised to be an ornament to her
class) since the rendering of our last report, and that within the
same time, our meritorious music teacher, Mr. E. A. Hall, after
having been compelled, from chronic ill-health, to withdraw from the
Institution, has fallen a victim to consumption. It is the duty,
however, of the Trustees, to state that neither of these deaths occurred within our walls, and that only one of them took place in the
city of Macon. As a general rule, the health of the inmates of the
Academy has been excellent.
The vacancy in our corps of teachers, produced by the lamented
death of Mr. Hall, has been filled by the provisional appointment
of Mr. B. Hyde, a graduate of the New York Institution for the
Blind.
For any other details of the internal condition of the Academy,
the Trustees refer to the report of Principal Williams. The
Trustees express their entire satisfaction with the manner in which
the Institution has been conducted during the present year by the
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101

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL.
MACON, GA, October 17,1859.
To the Board of 'Trustees of Georgia Academy for tile Blind:
GENTLEMEN-I have the honor to submit the following as my
Report for the year ending 31st October:
The details of the establishment under my charge have been
communicated monthly to the Board; and being of little public
interest, need not occupy a place in this Report. It is my duty in
the present instance to submit to your consideration a general
review and summary of the domestic history of the Institution for
the purpose of giving information to the public in regard to its
internal management.
The number of pupils in attendance at the date of the last annual
Report was twenty-two, since which time four have been admitted,
making the number in attendance during the term twenty-six.
Of this number, two have left the Institution and two have died.
A larger attendance might have been secured but for the limited
accommodations under our control. No efforts to collect pupils
have been made, as it was deemed a waste of time and means to
engage in this business before there was room for them, or at least
until the Academy building was seen to be in such a state of
advancement as to authorize such efforts, without the probability of
having on our hands more than we could accommodate in our
present building, which has been kept full to its utmost capacity
imperfect and unreliable, and so far as the purposes of this Institution are concerned, they are entirely useless. There is reason to believe
that the number of blind youth in the State is between seventy-five
and one hundred. I have, by diligent enquiries of persons visiting the
Institution and others whom I have met in this city, learned the residence
of into the school.
It is highly desirable for the officers of the school to receive
information in regard to the blind youth of the State. One not
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familiar with the facts would very naturally suppose that information of this kind might be easily
obtained-a blind child being a
rare object, and one so calculated to impress the compassionate feelings of the beholder, its existence could hardly fail to be generally ,
known in the community and readily recollected when information
in regard to such was sought. It must however, be recollected, that
blind children do not go much into 'the observation of the public"
and at their homes, very frequently in obscure, places, they are
timid and shy, and retire when a stranger approaches. The parents
of such, from various motives, sometimes favor the inclination of
the child to escape observation. Hence it is that census-takers,
public officers, prominent citizens, ministers of religion, having, as
we suppose, a better knowledge of the people of their selective
counties and neighborhoods than others, are so frequently mistaken
when they assure us there are no blind children in their counties
and communities.
While all this subject, I will add that as the general statistics of
population are defective as to the blind, and as it is not in the
nature of such, taken as the general census is usually done, to give
the details sufficiently minute to be of service to an Institution like
this, we are never likely to derive much aid from that source
towards gathering up the blind children of the State at this Institution. We wish to learn, not merely the number of the blind in
the different counties at intervals of six or ten years; we wish to
know the names, residences and circumstances of the blind youth,
in order that we may hunt them up and, if they are thought to be
susceptible of a useful education, bring them into the school; and,
as the period of education is limited to a few years and annually
some are attaining to it, while others are going out, it is important
that we have this information as far as practicable every year.
How is this to be obtained? It occurs to me that the grand juries
of several counties could furnish this information very readily
with little trouble and with such a detail of the circumstances of the
cases within their knowledge as would greatly aid the school in
the proper business it has undertaken. These bodies are composed of men
of high intelligence, selected from different parts of their respective
counties, having in their associated capacity a most thorough knowledge of the population they represent, and, in some measure, the
guardianship of the morality and educational interests of the people;
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and they , assemble semi-annually to consider the matters committed
to them. The feelings of compassion which these bodies, in common with the people of the State, indulge towards this unfortunate
class of fellow creatures, would prompt them to undertake most
cheerfully the business, if the Judges, in their general charges in
regard to the educational affairs of the people, were to call their attention to the subject, asking them to make diligent enquiries as to the
existance of blind youth among them, and requesting them to report
through their secretaries to the Principal of the Georgia Academy
for the Blind the names, ages, and circumstances of any that may
come to their knowledge, with such other facts in regard to them as
will enable him to judge of the qualifications for the provisions of
the school, and to find them readily, should they be taught proper
subjects to become pupils. This method of obtaining easily, speedily and accurately the information we require in order to advance
the purposes of this Institution, is suggested as the best that has
Occurred to my mind, after much consideration given to the subject.
The health of the household has, with the exception of a few
cases, been good. Nevertheless, there have been three deaths of
those connected with the school. The first was that of MaryAnn
Gunn, a pupil from the county of Muscogee. She had, by permission, gone out in usual health on a visit to the house of a
brother-in-law in the city. Before the time fixed for her return,
she was suddenly taken so violently ill that her removal was
impossible, and died in a few days. The second was that of Susan
A. Dallas, a pupil from Lincoln county, a most amiable and promising little girl. A failure in her health having been noticed, she
was, with our advice and consent removed by her friends, with the
hope that a change and a rest of a few weeks at home would restore
her to health; but she rapidly grew worse, and in less time than
one month she was borne to the grave.
The third was that of Mr. Ezra A. Hall, our gentlemanly and
most efficient teacher of Music. In the month of April he resigned
his place in consequence of an attack of hemorrhage of the lungs,
and left the Institution for his home in the State of New York.
We have since been informed of his death. These were afflicting
dispensations to our household, and have affixed sad reminiscences
to the year, which has otherwise passed off quietly and happily.
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LIST OF PUPILS

-MALES.
Name and Residence

Admitted.

John M. Aiken, Butts county ............................... October, 1852.
William Bailey, Cass county...............................February, 1858.
Joseph Henry Brown, Troup county .................... October, 1859.
John Camp, Gordon county ............................. ... October, 1859.
Leonard A. Hawkins, Murray county .............. December, 1855.
F. M. Hodges, Carroll county .....................................July, 1851.
H. T. Kinnebrew, Floyd county ..........................February, 1856.
James E. Phillips, Butts county.................................April, 1856.
William F. Thornton, Jasper county........................March, 1859.
FEMALES.
Eliza D. Bevill, Muscogee county ........................January, 1856.
Susan A. Dallas, Lincoln county.............................. April, ]858.
Mary J. Deal, Hall county ....................... :......September, 1856.
Margaret Duncan, Newton county, ..... ...........September, 1855.
Mary Ann Gunn, Muscogee county.......................March, 1855'
Eliza J. Hall, Cass county ...................................... March, ]852.
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county ........................ February, 1855.
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson countv .............. February, 1857.
Nancy Kirk, Cass county .................................. February, 1858.
Rhoda B. Overby, Catoosa county...........................,May, 1852.
M. Ella Roberts, Mobile, Ala
February, 1856.
Martha J. Saye, Putnam county....................... November, 1855.
Elizabeth Steadman, Catoosa county ..... ..................May, 1852.
Nancy M. Smith, White county ......................September, 1858.
Martha M. Stegall, Thomas county................. November, 1875.
Mary J, Summerhays, Floyd county ........................ April, 1859.
Sarah A Taylor, Habersham county................... February, 1857.
Refmadp114
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LIST OF PUPILS 1860
__________

MALES.
Name and Residence

Admitted.

John M. Aiken, Butts county
Joseph H. Broom, Troup county
John T. Camp, Gordon county
Hugh G. Corn, Towns county
James Gibson, Twiggs county
Leonard A. Hawkins, Murray county
J. G. Fry Hendricks, Coweta county
Francis M. Hodges, Carroll county
H. T. Kinnebrew, Floyd county
James E. Phillips, Butts county
Lewis A. Porter, Hancock county
William F. Thornton, Jasper county
Joseph White, Jackson county

October, 1852.
October, 1859.
October, 1859.
December, 1859.
September, 1860.
December, 185.5.
October, 1860.
July, 1851.
February, 1856.
April, 1856.
September, 1860.
March, 1859.
September, 1860,
FEMALES.

Frances Eugenia Baker, Columbia county
Eliza D. Bevill, Muscogee county
Mary E. Boulware, Montgomery, Ala
Maria Cobb, Bibb county
Margaret Duncan, Newton county,
Eliza J. Hall, Cass county
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county
Sarah Hudgins, Gordon county
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson county
Rhoda B. Overby, Catoosa county
M. Ella Roberts, Mobile, Ala
Martha J. Saye, Putnam county
Elizabeth M. Steadman, Catoosa county
Nancy M. Smith, White county
Martha M. Stegall, Thomas county
Mary J. Summerbays, Floyd county
Sarah A. Taylor, Habersham county
Matilda White, Columbia county

September, 1860.
January, 1856.
September, 1860.
March, 1860.
September, 1855.
March, 1852.
February, 1855.
September, 1860.
February, 1857.
May, 1852.
February, 1856.
November, 1855.
May, 1852.
September, 1858.
November, 1875.
April, 1859,
February, 1857.
October, 1860.
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TENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
NOVEMBER 1, 1861.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES.
JAMES MERCER GREEN, President
NATHAN C. MUNROE, Treasurer
NATHAN BASS,
JACKSON DELOACHE,

ROBERT A. SMITH, Secretary
LEWIS N. WHITTLE,
WASHINGTON POE.

INSTRUCTORS.

WILLIAM D. WILLIAMS, A. M,
MISS H. GUILLAN
V. CZURDA
E. HUNT
MISS A. E. ZACHARY

Principal.
Literary Department.
Music Department. MRS. A.
Matron.
Imtructress in Work.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT 1861

To His Excellency, JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor of Georgia:

Sir: The undersigned, by the direction of the Board of Trustees
of the Georgia Academy for the Blind, respectfully submit the
following Report, and the accompanying documents, in which may
be found all the information necessary for a proper understanding
by the Legislature of the progress of that Institution during the
political year, which is now about to expire, and also of its present
condition.
1st. The Report marked No.1, which has been properly audited
by the Board of Trustees. By an examination of this document,
it will be seen that eleven thousand seven hundred and ninety-three
dollars and thirty-eight cents ($11,793.38), including one thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) appropriated for the commencement of a work
department, and a sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00,)
which was set apart for the erection of a brick fence around the
grounds of the Institution, have been received from all sources.
That seven thousand one hundred and fifty-three dollars ($7,153.00)
is the amount of total expenditures, and that four thousand six
hundred and forty dollars ($4,640.00) still remains in the hands of
that officer, to be carried to the next annual account. After
deducting from this amount the sums above alluded to, viz. : One
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for the work department, and three
thousand dollars ($3,000.00) for the fence, there remains six hundred and forty dollar; ($640.00) for the support of the Institution
until the receipt of the next annual appropriation.
The Treasurer's Report, marked No.2, is an exhibit of the pres
ent state of the building fund, showing that eight hundred and
fifty-nine dollars and fifty-eight cents ($859.58) still remain to the
credit of that fund, and to be carried to the next annual account.
This will be consumed by improvements which have already been
contracted for. This Report also exhibits in detail the payments
made on account of this fund, to whom, and for what purpose.
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June 7.
June 26.
June 26.
June 26.
Oct. 2.
Oct. 5
Oct. 5.
Oct. 12.

By pupils' work sold, $1.75; board and tuition of
Maria Cobb, $5.00........

$

6.75

By board and tuition of Mary Boulware, $100.00;
clothing do., $10.90.........................
By pupils' work sold, $2.25; old furniture sold,
$6.00 ...........................................
By clothing returned for Mr. Thornton........
By interest collected on temporary loan
By hire of servants in vacation
Returned for pupils' clothing
By State appropriation, second half year's support

110.90
8 25
5 25
83 66
39 45
3.00
3,500 00

N. C. MUNROE, TREARURER,
Georgia Academy for the Blind;
MACON, Oct. 12th, 1861.

TREASURER'S REPORT-No.2.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND, in account with NATHAN C. MUNROE,
Treasurer, for disbursemeut State approppiation for Building.
1860.
Oct. 25.

DR. Voucher.
To paid Driggers & Wilson balance area
contract

No. 34.

$ 1,245 00

1861.
April 20.
June 11.

To paid D. T. Driggers on rear portico No. 35.
To paid A. McQueen's bill, rear portico No. 36.

180 00
886 60
$ 2,311 60

Oct. 10. Balance carried to next Annual Account
1860.
CR.
Oct. 18. By balance brought from last Annual Report
1861.
Aug. 20. By sale of three surplus stone steps

859 68
-----$ 3,171 28
$ 3,152 05

N. C. MUNROE, TREASURER,
Georgia Academy for the Blind.
MACON, October 12th, 1861.
Refmadp144
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LIST OF PUPILS.

MALES
Name And Residence.

Admitted.

John T. Camp, Gordon county ................... October, 1859.
Hugh G. Corn, Towns county ................ December, 1859.
James Gibson, Twiggs county................September, 1860.
Leonard A. Hawkins, Murray county..... December, 1855.
J. G. Fry Hendricks, Coweta county .......... October, 1860.
Charles Jefferson, Lumpkin county .......September, 1861.
James E. Phillips, Butts county ...................... April, 1856.
Lewis A. Porter, Hancock County .........September, 1860.
Wm. F. Thornton, Monroe county ............... March, 1859.
Joseph White, Jackson county................September, 1860.

FEMALES
Frances E. Baker, Columbia county.......September, 1860.
Eliza D. Bevill, Muscogee county.............. January, 1856.
Mary E. Boulware, Montgomery; Ala ...September, 1860.
Maria Cobb, Bibb county................................March, 1860. I
Margaret Duncan, Newton county ........... September, 1855. '
Eliza J. Hall, Cass county .............................. March, 1852.
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county ................. February, 1855.
Sarah Hudgins, Gordon county............... September, 1860.
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson county ....... February, 1857.
Martha J. Leonard, Baldwin county......... December, 1860.
Rhoda B. Overby, Catoosa county.................... May, 1852.
Martha J. Saye, Baldwin county ..............November, 1855.
Nancy M. Smith, White county .............. September, 1858.
Martha M. Stegall, Thomas county .........November, 1857.
Mary J. Summerhays, Floyd county ........... ,... April, 1859.
Sarah A. Taylor, Habersham county.......... February, 1857.
Matilda A. White, Columbia county............October, 1860.
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL.
-

MACON, GA, October 13, 1862.
Gentlemen: All the facts relating to the domestic affairs and
management of the Georgia Academy for the Blind during the
year now under review, have been detailed in my monthly Reports
to the Trustees. A summary of the contents of these Reports, for
the purpose of giving information to the public in regard to the
progress and condition of the Institution, together with such
remarks as to its general management as the experience of another
year in its history may suggest, is the proper business, as I understand it, of this communication.
The number of pupils who have received instruction in the
School during the current year, is twenty-two. A catalogue of
their names, residences and date of admission is furnished in
Appendix to this Report, No. I, The ages of these pupils range
from about eight years to full maturity, and their progress from
that of beginners to that of six years' advancement. The larger
portion of them are yet mere children and the recruits to the School
of the past three years. Their studies have been Spelling, Reading
raised print, Geography with the aid of raised maps, Arithmetic,
mental and also with the use of slates and type, Writing with pin
type, English Grammar, History, Elements of Natural Philosophy
and Astronomy, Music on piano and violin, with Singing. Their
progress in all these subjects has generally been quite satisfactory,
and I hesitate not to say, will compare favorably with that of seeing
children of like ages and time in school.
The Teachers employed and also the officers of the household
have been those who were mentioned in my last annual report;
and it is with much pleasure, that I am permitted again to mention
with commendation their diligence, fidelity and zeal in their respective places and departments.
The health of the household has been, with the exception of contagious diseases, very good. Early in January the scarlet fever,
from some unknown source, made its appearance among us-of
which we had twelve cases and one death, viz: that of a very interesting girl, Frances Eugenia Baker, from Columbia county, aged
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ten years. Hers was a violent attack and in spite of
the most unremitting care and nursing, and the constant attention of physicians
from the beginning, she died on the ninth day of the disease, deeply
regretted by the entire household. Recently the measles has
appeared in the household, having been contracted during the vacation by one of our male pupils and brought into the house on his
return from home. To what extent it may prevail, or what may
be its ravages, cannot, of course, at this time, be determined. One
detrimental consequence of these contagious diseases, occurring as
they did at the beginning of' the year in one case, and at the beginning of the term in the other-the two periods at which we usually
receive accessions-has been to retard the growth of the School.
The Academy is fortunately amply supplied with books, maps
and other apparatus of instruction needful for the wants of the
present number of pupils, but it cannot be disguised that if the
present war is long protracted, we may have to encounter some
inconveniences on this score. There are, within the limits of the
Confederate States, two or three establishments at which printing
in embossed type is done, but the operations of some of these have
been much interrupted by the present troubles, and none of them
have engaged very extensively in the publication of either school
or miscellaneous books. The Bible, which is the great book with
the blind, both as a school reader and as a companion in leisure
moments, is published on this continent, by the American Bible
Society only, and the maps, globes and other school apparatus for
the blind are manufactured only in the older Institutions of the
North. We are husbanding our resources of this kind with the
utmost care, and are prepared and willing, if our worst apprehensions should be realized, to brave the ills of the blockade with a
resort to improvised expedients and pliant substitutes. The blind
are patient, and under the hardy pressure of deprivation very often
exhibit no small amount of inventive ingenuity towards supplying
their own necessities, and, under contingent extremities, this talent
may bring forth its legitimate fruit, available to the special wants
of the Institution.
It is the business of the Institution not only to educate the blind
youth who may be voluntarily sent forward for that purpose, but
likewise to hunt up others and induce their attendance also. This
is a work devolving mainly upon the Principal. But he is engaged,
154
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necessarily and exclusively, with his duties at home during eleventwelfths of his time, so that he has very little opportunity for making
expeditions abroad in order to collect pupils. He is not aided in
any important manner by the statistics of the blind in the State;
for these are very imperfect and unreliable, and there is no provision by law to secure better or have them renewed often enough to
be of much service to him. He has by circulars invited the aid of
county officers and others in this business, and particularly asked
them to report to him such as might be within their know]edge;
but he has received but few responses from this source; and he has
advertised in the paper's for information, without any apparent
useful effect. The larger portion of the number now in School are
those whose existence has been learned by inquiries among visitors
at the Academy, and among persons whom he has met in occasional
travels along the various railroad routes, and whose attendance he
has subsequently induced by active measures instituted for that
purpose. The troubles of the present time, in various ways, operate
as a very serious obstruction also to this branch of our business.
They offer an excuse for refusing to send the children from home,
and so preoccupy the public mind as to neutralize our efforts to
attract attention to the objects of the Institution and to the advantages it offers to the blind.
There are in the State, it is inferred from certain data, at least
four times the number now under instruction, of proper persons for
admission to the privileges of the school. We know of the existence
of many of these, and are using the best effiorts we can under our
opportunities to get them into the School. There must be in the
State a large class of subjects known in the schools as the" seeing
blind "-youths with sight, but not of sufficient power to enable
them to acquire much education in the common schools, or subsequently without special training, to do to much purpose the business
of life. These are proper subjects for our sympathy and care, and
it is a fact that no class derive more advantage from our system of
instruction or do more credit to an Institution. And yet such are
rarely reported and classified as blind, and hence are more likely to
escape our benevolent intentions. This is the more unfortunate for
them, because of the fact that they are very frequently much
neglected at home.
A Work Department, for training our male pupils in industrial
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employments, has been an object of special desire since we have had
the use of our present building. An appropriation for that purpose was granted by the Legislature at the session of 1860, and
arrangements for organizing it were soon after made. These arrangements were unfortunately broken up by the war, and all subsequent efforts to start the department have proven unsuccessful.
Our female pupils are employed a portion of the time very successfully in learning various branches of domestic work.
Appendix to this report., No.2, is a tabular statement and summary of the expenditures of this establishment during the current
year." The year has been one of extraordinary changes for all
supplies necessary for even the simple wants of the household, and
necessarily we have had to observe economy in order to maintain
the household in plenty and comfort, without running the expenses
beyond the fixed limits of the resources of the year. A like sum I
think can be made to answer the demands of the next year.

Upon the whole the year whose history is under review, although
a year of some hardship, of much anxiety, as our inmates are not
indifferent to the national troubles, or devoid of personal interest
in the fortunes of the war, and of some special sources of sorrow
to the household, has not been without causes for grateful emotions
The Academy has been able, through the munificence of the Legislature, to maintain its existence in these times of peril and difficulty;
it has been useful to a number of the afflicted youths for whose
benefit it was projected; and the blessings of a kind Providence
has cheered and prospered its operations.
To the Trustees, in conclusion, I take pleasure in renewing the
expression of my sense of obligation for their continued confidence
and favor, and for their consideration shown me so repeatetlly and
uniformly in the duties and labors of my position.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal.
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LIST OF PUPILS.

-MALES
Name and Residence.

.Admitted.

John T. Camp, Gordon county.............................................. October, 1 859.
John T. Coley, Stewart county.............................................. September, 1862.
Hugh G. Corn, Towns county ............................................... December, 1859.
James Gibson, Twiggs county .............................................. September, 1860.
J. G. Fry Hendricks, Coweta county ..................................... October, 1860.
Charles Jefferson, Lumpkin county ...................................... September, 1861.
Lewis A. Porter, Hancock county ......................................... September, 1860.
Joseph White, Jackson county .... ......................................... September, 1860.

FEMALES.
Frances E. Baker, Columbia county ...................................
Maria Cobb, Bibb county....................................................
Susan V. Coley, Stewart county .........................................
Elizabeth Crusius, Montgomery, Ala..................................
Margaret Duncan, Newton county,.....................................
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county ..........................................
Sarah Hudgins, Gordon county.... ......................................
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson county ...............................
Martha J. Leonard, Baldwin county...................................
Martha J. Saye, Newton county ..... .................................. .
Nancy M. Smith, White County .... ...................................
Martha M. Stegall, Thomas county....................................
Mary J. Summerhays, Floyd county ..................................
Matilda A. White, Columbia county..................................
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September, 1860.
March, 1860.
September, 1862.
November, 1861.
September, 1855.
February, 1857
September, 1860.
February, 1857.
December, 1860.
November, 1855.
September, 1858.
November, 1875.
April, 1859.
October, 1860.

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.

The Trustees refer to the Principal's Report for the internal condition of the Institution. To that
officer, aided by subordinate assistants, the immediate management of the School and domestic affairs
is committed, under the general supervision of the Trustees.
The Board feel it to be a duty to renew their public approval of the faithful, intelligent and
successful management of the Institution by the Principal; and also of Miss Hannah Guillan, the
instructress in the literary department of the School. This lady has been connected with the Institution
from its very origin, during
the day of small things down to the period of its complete success in the erection of a noble public
building; and in all conditions has deserved and received the confidence and esteem of the Board of
Trustees. Mr. Czurda has presided over the musical department with meritorious diligence.
The appropriation by the General Assembly for the support of
the Institution during the current year was six thousand dollars. The actual cost has been, as will be
seen by the Principal's Report, eight thousand and twenty-two dollars and twenty-two cents. The
appropriation was an abatement upon a previous appropriation (i. e., that of 1860), made at the
suggestion of the Trustees, " in view of the probable pressure upon the State treasury, and the
necessity of economizing in all branches of the public service."
Since that time it is a fact known to all persons that supplies of every kind have advanced by several
hundred per cent. The cost of support during this year, the Trustees are aware, has been kept down by
the practice of the most rigid economy and saving, and, besides, much personal sacrifice on the part of
the officers, while the cost of living at this date is far above the average rates of the previous part of
the year. In view of these facts and considerations
the Trustees would respectfully request from the Legislative body the sum of twelve thousand dollars
for the maintenance of pupils, payment of salaries, etc., during the year commencing 1st November
proximo, and ending 31st October, 1864.
With these remarks the Trustees take pleasure in renewing their commendation of this noble charity,
with all its interests, to the Executive of the State, the General Assembly, and the public at large.
Respectfully submitted by order of the Board.
JAMES MERCER GREEN, President.
MACON, GA., October 28th, 1863.
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ORIGIN AND HISTORY.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
MACON, GA., October 21st, 1863.
Gentlemen :-1 have the honor to submit the following as my
Annual Report to your body for the year ending with this mouth:
. The number of pupils who have received ilJ3truction during the
year in the Academy for' the Blind, is twenty-four, a catalogue of
whose names will be found in Appendix to this Report, No. 1. This number is two greater than that of
the last, and three less than that of the year previous. Three of these are accessions since my last report,
and only three of them have been in the school more
than four years.
The teachers employed in the school have been the same that
were engaged last year. Miss Zachary, however, left the Institution at the close of the last term, and on
account of recent family affliction, did not return. As a measure of economy, her place has not been
supplied, I repeat, with great satisfaction, my former commendation of the zeal, fidelity, and diligence
of these officers in their respective departments.
The general health of the household has been good. But two cases of sickness of a serious character
have occurred-one of which resulted fatally. Joseph White, a pupil from Jackson county, was attacked
violently with pneumonia, of which he died on the 2d day of March, after an illness of a very few
days, having had the most careful nursing and the regular attention of physicians from the
commencement of the attack. He was a young man of most excellent character for intelligence and
piety-useful in the household, and successful in his studies. His loss is greatly deplored.
The pupils have made good progress in their studies. It is the purpose of the Institution to give them
instruction in all the branches of a common English education, and in the science and practice of vocal
and instrumental music. Those who have witnessed our regular Wednesday afternoon entertainments,
or our occasional public exhibitions, are aware of our success in both departments. Besides this, they
have daily readings from interesting and useful works and newspapers. Attention is paid to their
manners and behavior, and also to the requirements of health.
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They have religious privileges, and are instructed from the Bible in the common faith
of Christianity. The female pupils are instructed in the various branches of handicraft
suitable to them.
Appendix to this Report, No.2, gives a tabular view and classification of my
expenditures during the current year.
There was balance in my hands, November 1st,1862,..
$35 92
Sum of receipts from the Treasurer since ........
8,002 00
----------Total. ...................................................................
$8,037 92
Total expenditures as per Appendix....................
8,022 22
-----------Balance in hand, carried to next year ..................
$15 70
The expenditures have been much greater than was anticipated.
The cause of this excess can be readily explained by a simple reference to the
unexampled advancement of prices in all kinds of supplies. I have endeavored to use
economy both in purchases and in
consumption, keeping both within the absolute requirements of necessity and
sufficiency, and I think I have been successful.
It is difficult to fix an estimate for the next year, under the aspects of compound
appreciation now observable in every item of value. As the price current of last year
has proven a bad guide for this,
and as things seem not yet to have found a pause, or intermission of
advancement in an irregular and straggling ratio, experience would seem at fault and
induction vain. The" Doctrine of Probabilities," which is a science founded on "the
regularity of irregular things," from the data which the times have furnished in regard
to prices, supply and demand laws of trade, etc., could hardly deduce a better rule for
our guidance than is found in the old English word Guess. With these views I
recommend the Board to ask for an appropriation of double the amount of the last
i. e., twelve thousand dollars for the maintenance of the Academy during the next
year.
There are many persons yet in this country who are not acquainted with the system
of educating the blind; and, being ignorant of the mode, and judging of the
capabilities of the subject by the seeming utter helplessness which blindness presents
to their apprehension, it is not strange that they should entertain doubts as to the
practicability of educating them at all, to any efficient extent and useful
end. Hence, arise in their minds distrustful questions as to the expediency of
establishing and maintaining schools for the blind,
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and also of sending the blind youth to them. These discouraging misapprehensions have operated to
no small extent hitherto in impeding the progress of this Instituion; and all they are now liable to
receive some, degree of controlling force from the. troubles of the country, and particularly from the
fact that the state is exerting its utmost resources in a war for liberty and independence, and against
an enemy powerful, determined and - ferocious, it. may
be important to notice them in this place.
In reply to doubts of this kind; we remark that blind persons are
rational and intelligent beings the subjects of the same mental
organization and constitution as are the more fortunate members of the human family; and therefore,
as others, they are susceptible of intellectual improvement and development. The absence of sight
forms no exception to this universal law, and offers no inseparable barrier to the demonstration of its
truth. It is granted that this deficiency makes one less avenue to the understanding, and consequently
there is an important abridgement of the means of a ready, regular and harmonious development of
the mental powers. Furthermore, it must be granted, that this deficiency prevents education through
the means employed in the case of persons of the regular physical organization . But over this gulf a
bridge' has been thrown by which the imprisoned intellect" can go in and out and find pasture" in
those fields whereon other souls feed and grow. Methods have been devised by which the other
senses of the blind are made to supply in the system of education the lack of sight. To teach them to
read, letters have been prepared palpable to their sense of touch ; and quite a library in this letter is
at their command, including the entire volume of the Holy Scriptures. To' .
afford them a knowledge of the surface of the earth with its continents, oceans, islands, seas,
mountains, rivers and various divisions, maps, charts and globes are made for them in relief. To
enable them to investigate and apply" the recondite powers and mysterious relations of numbers,"
suitable slates with movable figures have been invented for their use. The means of communicating
their ideas in writing, and of preserving their thoughts on paper, is furnished them in simple but
appropriate apparatus designed for that purpose. Indeed, through these and other happy expedients,
the appalling obstacles which blindness opposes to instruction, have been
greatly removed. Very few intellectual studies or departments of
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learning are inaccessible to them, while to those who have associated with them much, it is a
matter of common observation and assent that the blind have ever manifested an aptitude for
certain studies, and a facility in the acquisition and retention of some branches of knowledge
possessed rarely by those who see. The annals of the blind contain many names of
individuals, blind from early life, who have attained high eminence for mental culture and
scholarship. Divinity, law, medicine, architecture, sculpture, music, mathematics,
history, poetry, literature, engineering and statesmanship have each had its illustrious
representative in this unfortunate class.
Is it expedient then to educate the blind? As rational beings they have all the claims upon
the blessings of education which the other youth of the land present, and when these are
denied or neglected, the train of evils which ensue to them is not less oppressive. Knowledge
to them is as precious and important. Their souls have as lofty and as noble aspirations, and
they derive as much enjoyment from the cultivation of their mental and moral powers.
But, chiefly, I would urge their claims for education from considerations growing out of
the circumstances of their condition. Education has been called" the apprenticeship of life."
It is emphatically so in the case of the blind. The seeing may, perchance, select his own tools
and rear his own fortune, but the blind need the kindly training of an experienced master.
They enter upon the duties and business of life at a fearful disadvantage by reason of their
infirmity, but proper education so removes this difficulty that they may discharge with
success the various offices incumbent upon them, and become useful members of society. It
will enable them, at least, to earn the means of subsistence by their own exertions, instead of
being a burden to the community. At the same time, it greatly multiplies their sources of
happiness. In youth they are gay and happy, but before age comes on they learn to feel the
burdens of a helpless and dependent condition. Education softens this yoke, and greatly
relieves its wearisome pressure, Cut off from the innumerable pleasures of vision, they are
thrown more than others upon their mental resources for the enjoyments of life. A cultivated
intellect and a refined taste will be to them a ready fountain, supplying pure streams of
inward satisfaction. Isolated in a great measure from companionship with others, and
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excluded from all very active pursuits, books afford them a pleasant
entertainment, and a profitable occupation in the hours which would otherwise be solitary and
vacant. Peculiarly inquisitive, from the partial knowledge derived through their remaining senses,
and from a condition which tends to develop their reflective faculties in
undue proportion, literature offers to them a worthy scope for the gratification of the engendered
instinct, and ample food for their meditative spirits, Possessing within themselves but little power to
surmount their difficulties, or to overcome the evil consequences of neglect on the part of others,
without training they suffer a most deplorable degeneracy of their powers; their minds, which under
cultivation might have been the fruitful fields of order, beauty, intelligence and happiness, bring
forth a miserable crop of errors, disorder, discontent, petulence, unsightly prejudices and perverse
conceits. I would therefore urge the importance of education in the case of the blind; not only as a
developing and decorative art, but also as an eminently saving and redeeming process. ,
But, besides these considerations, education gives them access to the volume of sacred truth. The
teachings of the Bible are regarded as the best instruction we have in regard to conduct and
happiness in this life, and as laying the only sure foundation for, hope of happiness in eternity. This
knowledge is obviously the most important attainable by man. Shall not the blind be enabled
to trace it out for themselves upon the sacred pages, and learning it thus, embrace its messages of
mercy and love? To them unseen are those tokens of a Creator's power, wisdom and goodness,
which that other revelation of the Deity holds forth to the contemplation of his more fortunate
creatures, fro III "'the spacious firmament on high" down to the little violet springing up by the
cottage door, shall not they be qualified for admission to "the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," found only in the volume which reveals the Sun of Righteousness, who
brought life and immortality to light in the gospel.
It has been mentioned that the blind cannot be educated in the ordinary way. It cannot be
generally done in the ordinary schools. Their books and educational apparatus are large,
cumbersome and expensive, and therefore necessarily accessible to but few. To
instruct them properly, teachers who are familiar with their habits and difficulties, and also with the
appropriate facilities of teaching
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them, and who have some degree of special training and other qualifications for the
business, are required. A close supervision and care must be taken of their persons and
safety, not required or observed in the case of other children in schools. Moreover
modifications of character engendered by the absence of the imporiant sense of sight,
make necessary corresponding modifications of school discpline. Special schools,
therefore, are required for their proper education.
From the necessities of the case, these schools must board their pupils. This requires
for them a larger establishment and a more expensive outfit. They must have buildings
with arrangements and appurtenances suitably adapted to the purpose, and likewise the
requisite number of officers and servants for the domestic department. Another feature in them is what is commonly called a
Work Department, in which the pupils are taught to work, many learn trades, and, if
nothing more, by practice under judicious training, acquire a greater degree of ease
and facility in the use of their hands, fingers and limbs in their ordinary offices. From
these reasons the education of the blind is necessarily expensive. Moreover, as
blindness, more than any other human infirmity, seems to attach itself to indigence,
without some charitable provision in their favor, nine-tenths, at least, of the blind
youth, from lack of means, must remain in hopeless ignorance. Hence schools for the
blind, either wholly or in part, are almost universally public charities, originating and
being supported in different ways. Generally, however, they spring up as the creatures
of some benevolent association, have for a time a feeble and precarious existence,
local in their character and restricted in their operations, until they fail, or, being
endowed by the munificent bequests of benevolent individuals, or, adopted by the
State, their permanency is secured and their beneficence enlarged.
As the State is the proper guardian of the interests and wellbeing of the various
forms of infirmity and misfortune among its
population, so it is its fit and bounden duty to provide the means of
education for its blind children. This obligation has been fully recognized by the
different governments of the civilized world. The expediency of erecting separate
schools for them has been fully admitted, and now there is not a nation in which
liberal and enlightened policy prevails which has not one or more establish-
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ments of the kind among its most cherished institutions. And not only so, but in times of trouble such troubles as these which now afflict this land, it has been their policy and their pride to maintain
them in their beneficent work. Valintin Hausy, the Apostle of the Blind," as he is fitly called, the
founder of the present system of
instruction for the blind, lived in the days of the French Revolution. Amid all the horrors of the reign
of terror, when the best blood of the nation flowed as water in the streets of Pads, when the idea of
God seemed banished from the minds of the demented people, and all thoughts of humanity lost in
the frantic rage for
blood; when the nation was in the thick perils of discord and anarchy, and the public treasury was in a
state of utter bankruptcy; when demoniac fury and wild disorder reigned in every place he, in the
home that had once been the convent of the Celestins, was permitted to pursue in quietude his
humble" labor of love." The government decreed the support of his Institution, and his" dear
children," as he called them, continued, without interruption, to
receive his instruction and care.
The Georgia Academy for the Blind, though yet in comparative infancy, has done something in the
humane work it has undertaken. With seven or eight years of experimental existence, migrating from
place to place where it could find a temporary shelter, changing officers continually, restricted to a
very few pupils from want of accommodations, and afterwards, when it had secured a home in all
respects worthy of its designs, and more ample provision for its operations, alas, the war came on,
diverting attention from its claims, calling from home those friends of the blind whose business it was
to place them in school, obstructing their easy and self conveyance to and from the Institution,
enhancing every item of expense, even to the prohibition of many things deemed before indispensable, engendering distrust of the secure continuance of the school, and again and again giving
rise to threatenings of a seizure of its building for a military hospital. Nevertheless, it has more or less
instructed upwards of sixty blind children, some of whom have graduated and taken their places in
society, and are now worthily supporting themselves by their own labor.
Since its adoption by the State, the various Legislatures have in liberal measures provided for its
maintenance, and under all the administrations it has uniformly been the recipient of Executive
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favor. Its magnificent building and outfit, to which we point with grateful pride, attest
the munificence of the State towards its benign enterprise; Shall it now succumb to
the darkening portent of the passing hour? I trust not. It has not reached its present
status without much care, labor and sacrifice on the part of those who have been its
sponsors and guardians-given cheerfully in the faith and hope of its future
uninterrupted permanence as a blessed almoner to Georgia's children of a dark
deprivation. Shall all this be lost by a suspension of the Institution, and the same or
greater troubles be incurred again in years to come to revive it, when perhaps a
dilapidated building, with its dusty, moth eaten and wasted furniture, books and
fixtures shall be all that remains of the old, to form the nucleus of aggregation for a
new school? Shall the blind youth of the State, radiant with the hope that they, no
longer doomed to remain" lost in the dreary shades of dull obscurity," shall
experience the genial hand of an uplifting cultivation, and take rank with intellectual
beings, be told that that star of promise has ultimately set? Shall these pupils now with
us, who have come to us under our guarantee of care for them-who remain with us of
choice, while mothers and sisters at home, lonely, but patient,
are struggling for subsistence, while husbands, father's and brothers
on honored fields are vindicating with toil, blood and sacrifice their country's rightswho with kindly affection and grateful feelings receive our instructions, and in return, without exception, give the fairest promise
of future usefulness to themselves and to society, be stopped at this interesting stage
of' their progress, to lose what they have hitherto gained, and themselves be scattered,
perhaps to be gathered no more? They have been a pleasant charge to me, amiable in
their deportment, industrious in their studies, agreeable in their association together,
submissive to the necessities of a straitened mode of living, cheerful under
misfortune, and ever gay in their pastimes, I would, on their account alone (my
personal interest in it, as the Board knows, is small), through the Trustees, most
earnestly invoke such measures of forecast and liberality as shall place the
continuance of this most noble charity above the contingencies of the times.
.
In conclusion I would invite public confidence to the Academy
for the Blind; and if it shall be amply supported, as I trust it will be, during the next
and subsequent years, I would urge the attendRefmadp170
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ance of all the blind children of proper age in Georgia. In my annual reports, in my occasional ,travels
through the State, and in every form of intercourse I have had with the public, it has been my constant
effort to diffuse abroad correct information in regard to its aims and objects, and to awaken and keep
alive an interest in the cause of the blind. With a. consciousness that these efforts
have in a measure been defeated by the inauspicious events of the, past three years, I still contemplate
the success of the Institution.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
.

W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal
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TREASURER'S REPORT
--

GEORRGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND, in account with NATHAN C. MUNROE,
Treasurer
1862.
Nov. 24.
Dec. 15.
1863.

DR.
To paid W. Poe, President pro tem...,..
"

"

"

Voucher.
No. 201. $ 350 00

"...........

Jan. 5.
"
"
"...........
Jan. 5.
"
"
"...........
March 9. To paid Bass,"
" ...........
March 9.
"
"
"
"...........
April 6.
To paid J. M. Green, President
April 6.
"
"............
May 12.
"............
June 4."
"
"............
May 2."
"
"............
July 2."
"
"............
Sept. 9. To paid W. Poe, President pro tem
Oct. 7."
"
"
"...........
Oct. 7."
"
"
"...........

No. 202.
No. 203.
No. 204.
No. 205.
No. 206.
No. 207.
No. 208.
No. 209.
No. 210.
No. 211.
No. 212.
No. 213. 700 00
No. 214.
No. 215.

Oct. 24. Balance carried to next Annual Report .......................

1862.
CR.
Oct. 20. By balance from last year's Annual Report ..............
1863.
Jan. 2.
By board and tuition of J. S. Graves, $100.00; do.,
J. L. Clements, $20.00.., ..........................................
March 24. By board and tuition of M. Stegall, $300.00.
Clothing for do., $15.40 ......................................
March 24. By clothing of the Coley children by T. R Scott...
April 23. By State appropriation first half year 1863.
July 3.
By board and tuition of J. S. Graves .......................
July 3. By board and tuition of E. Orusius...........................
July 3. By board and tuition of M. Stegall...........................
Sept. 15. By board and tuition of E. Crusius,...........................
Oct. 7.
By funeral expenses refunded ..................................
Oct. 7.
By servant hire during vacation ............. .
Oct. 24. By State appropriation second half year 1863

NATHAN C. MUNROE, TREASURER,
Georgia Academy for the Blind.
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35000
62L 50
450 00
700 00
300 00
62L 50
500 00
525 00
325 00
6~1 50
300 00
437 50
1,200 00
----------$ 8,002 00
3340 88
-----------$11,342 88
$ 4,334 48

120 00
315 40
20 00
3,000 00
20 00
50 00
100 00
300 00
40 00
43 00
3,000 00
-----------$ 11,342. 88

ORIGIN AND HISTORY.
.

LIST OF PUPI.LS.
MALES
Name and Residence.

Admitted.

John T. Camp, Gordon county..... ............ . October, 1859.
James L. Clemmons, Macon, Miss ..........December, 1862.
John T. Coley, Stewart county................September, 1862.
James Gibson, Twiggs county ................September, 1860.
Josiah Settle Graves, Floyd county......... November, 1862.
J. G. Fry Hendricks, Coweta county
October, 1860.
Charles Jefferson, Lumpkin county ........September, 1861.
John Wm. Joyce, Brooks county............. November, 1862.
Lewis A. Porter, Hancock county ...........September, 1860.
Joseph White, Jackson county ................September, 1860.

FEMALES.
Maria Cobb, Bibb county...............................March, 1860.
Susan V. Coley, Stewart county...,...September, 1862.
Elizabeth Crusius, Montgomery, Ala...... November, 1861.
Margaret Duncan, Newton county..........September, 1855.
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county .................February, 1855.
Sarah Hudgins, Gordon county...............September, 1860.
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson county .......February, 1857.
Martha J. Leonard, Bibb county ..............December, 1860.
Martha J. Saye, Clark county.................. November, 1855.
Nancy M. Smith, White county ..............September, 1858.
Martha M. Stegall, Thomas county......... November, 1857.
Mary J. Summerhays, Floyd county ................April, 1859.
Mary E. Taylor, Macon county........................April, 1863.
Matilda A. White, Columbia county........... October, 1860.
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Excerpt from Georgia Academy for the Blind

Of forty-three hundred dollars in interest bearing notes, and six hundred in certificates
for four per cent. bonds. This money was funded in anticipation of the reduction of the
value of the existing currency under the acts of Congress, and with the intention to use
said notes and certificates as money, or re-convert them into currency, as occasion
might offer. This item includes the fund (one thousand dollars) which was appropriated
to organize a Department of Handicraft, which, for reasons mentioned in former reports,
has not been used. It is believed this investment was more judicious in respect to the
finances of' the Institution than to have suffered the reduction taxed upon Confederate
currency.
The mode by which the finances of the Institution are managed and the rules which
govern the Board in this part of its duties, have been sufficiently explained in previous
reports. The Trustees see now no reason for departing from the course they have
hitherto rigidly pursued.
For the internal management of the School and household, reference is made to the
accompanying report of the Principal. It is proper to state that the Board have every
reason to be satisfied with the praiseworthy diligence and energy with which Mr.
Williams,
the Principal, has conducted the Institution under the new and
somewhat embarrassing circumstances under which it has been placed since our last
report, and,t hey renew their testimony to the faithfulness and intelligence of Miss
Guillan, Literary Instructress, who has been connected with the School from its
beginning.
The appropriation by the General Assembly for the support of the Institution, during
the current year, was $12,000.00, the income from rent, $3,916.50, from other
sources'$1,222.50, making total income $17,139.00. The expenditures for maintenance
was $15,316.24, a portion of which, as has been stated in the Report of the Principal,
was to purchase some supplies in advance for the next year. With these data before
them, the Trustees think the same appropriation by the State will be sufficient for the
ensuing year. The Trustees therefore respectfully request from the General Assembly
the sum of twelve thousand dollars for the support of pupils, payment of salaries, etc.,
during the ensuing year, commencing with 1st November proximo, and ending Oct.
31st, 1865.
Respectfully submitted by order of the Board,
JAMES MERCER GREEN, President.
Refmadp178

65

ORIGIN .AN.D HISTORY.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
October 22d, 1864.
To the Trustees of the Georgia Academy for the Blind:
GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to submit the following, as my
report to the Trustees for the year closing with this month.
The number of pupils we have had under instruction during the current year is twenty-three,
four of which have been admitted since my last report. Their names and residences will be
found in the Catalogue annexed, Appendix to this Report No. l.
During the year no change has been made in the corps of officers. Miss Guillan, the
Instructrees in the Literary Department, having kindly and most efficiently discharged the
duties of Matron, the expense of filling that office has been avoided, without any detriment to
the interests of the School or the comfort of the household.
Whenever there is occasion, we avail ourselves of the services of our more advanced pupils in
any department.
It is with gratitude to a kind Providence that I note the fact that the year, although signalized
with much hardship and cheerless incidence, has been one of unexampled health in our
household. We have had but little sickness and no deaths.
The studies of our pupils have been, with slight if any variations, the same as those pursued in
the School in former years, and named in previous reports. It is still our aim to give our pupils
the benefit of a good common English education, with as thorough instruction and training in
the science and practice of Vocal and Instrumental Music as their time and capabilities will allow. For the success of our efforts, we venture
to appeal to all persons who have, at any time, witnessed the performances of the pupils,
either in public or private examinations, exhibitions and concerts.
It has been a source of regret to the officers having in charge the immediate management of
the Institution that its removal to Fort Valley has deprived them of the frequent presence and
counsel of its board of guardians, and they have felt in this fact that their responsibility has
been greatly enhanced. But in their new place of residence, they rejoice to record, the
Institution has found warm
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friends and a favorable interest on the part of a very intelligent, and generous
community.
Appendix to this Report, No.2, gives a tabular view and classification of my
expenditures. It will be seen from it that I have disbursed in, the management of the
Institution fifteen thousand three hundred and sixteen dollars and twenty-four cents,
As this amount includes the several sums paid for the expenses of the removal of
the, Institution for extra insurance on the building in Macon, for the rent of the house
and lot in Fort Valley and also for a considerable portion of supplies for next year, in
all amounting to about four thousand dollars it will be necessary to abate it,
by this amount, in order to arrive at the actual expenses of the year, embracing those
items only which have been included in the usual account and classification.. It is
needless to comment upon the difficulties which have met me at every step in
providing for the simple wants of the household, with a fixed sum at command,
admitted in the beginning to be small for the purposes, while the current of prices has
been steadily advancing. The plan of laying in supplies in the winter, instead of
trusting to a daily market for them as they were needed, which has been our usual
practice, has saved the Institution many dollars this year, and in fact kept us regularly
furnished, when the latter mode would doubtless have
proven a failure.
In the Annual Reports of Institutions of this class it is expected of those having
them in charge to devote some space to discussions
bearing upon the special objects for which they are designed and particularly with
the view of giving with the public such information
upon the subject as their observation and experience may suggest.
Heretofore have in my reports, in, some measure, conformed to this practice, and
have endeavored to .awaken and keep alive in the public mind. a zealous, concern
in, regard, to the interests of the
blind. A like disposition would actuate me at this, time but I see
the public mind already preoccupied with one intensely exciting theme to the
exclulsion of the less important affairs and therefore with the consciousness that
another opportunity of discharging, an important obligation of my position must be
lost I excuse myself for a: departure from the usual course in the present instance.
I advert, however, to one fact, and I do so with more confidence, because it is
connected with the subject now controlling puplic
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attention. Gun-powder has, since the days of its invention, been.
one of the most fatal instruments of producing blindness in the case
of persons of adult years. The" villainous compound," during
this sad and desolating war, has scattered through the country many
victims of this class. They are to be seen almost daily about our
hospitals, along the lines of travel, or in the streets, dependent upon the kindly guidance of comrade or
friend, their manly features blurred with the stains of the imbeded grains, or marred with
the unsightly traces of the fatal missile. If any form of blindness
arouses the of compassion, and if scars and wounds received in
battle justly claim respect and honor, and if the condition of the, disabled soldier merits consideration
and if the objects of the struggle in which he was maimed can give force to feelings of regard for him,
surely I shall not make a vain appeal for those of our fellow
citizens who have been made blind from the casualties of this war. Many of these victims are yet of
youthful age, and susceptible of improvement under our system of instruction. A few of them have
applied to us for admission, and are expected to become members of the Institution as soon as the
preliminaries of their admission can be arranged and travel to them becomes easy. We have already one
in school coming, a mere youth, from his distant home in the cradle of fanaticism, whence issued our
troubles, he sought a place in the ranks of the Confederate army, and as a private in a
Louisiana regiment during two and a half years, performed in camp and field the duties and incurred the
perils of a soldier's life with the army of Northern Virginia. On the twenty-seventh of November
1863, he saw the beginning of the hot engagement of Mine Run, but was borne from that victorious field
to see no more. A minnie ball, penetrating his right cheek and going out at his left
temple, had forever deprived him of the blessed use of light. He was sent to the hospital in Richmond,
and thence, after a time transferred further South, helpless and hopeless, without a home to
receive him, or kindred to take charge of him the one he had abandoned in the choice of sides in the
contest, and the other that choice had offended. A sympathizing stranger mentioned to him
the Georgia Academy for the Blind, and a short time afterward he made application for admission. His
case was considered by the Board, and although the rule in regard to residence was against
him it was properly thought the circumstances of his case would
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justify its breach and he was received. He has been with us but
a few weeks, but, nevertheless, is rapidly recovering the use of his
previous education, and giving fair promise that in the course of a
very few years he will be enabled to take his place again in society
as a self-sustaining and useful member. I mention this case for the
benefit of others, and I would bespeak the friendly offices of the
public in behalf of all such as may be found in the limits of the
State.
In the spring and early summer past I thought the prospects of
the Academy never better. We had a goodly number of pupils in
School and were receiving frequent applications for the admission
of new ones. But by the time our vacation had come on the enemy
had advanced far into the interior of the State. The homes of
several of our pupils had been cut off by his lines. These we were
compelled to keep through the vacation, and will be compelled to
furnish with clothing. Others of our pupils reached their homes,
but in consequence of the continued progress of the enemy
towards the center of the State they have been retained there to
avoid the chances of separation from their friends. Others have
been held back by the uncertain aspect of affairs, while others still
are kept away by the difficulties of travel on the neighboring
railroads. In consequence of these reverses, the fair prospect has
been changed, and we have not yet received our usual number. But
they are still dropping in occasionally and if that relief which we
anticipate should come in a short time our ranks will again be
filled, and perhaps much increased.
In conclusion, I remark that it is a source of real satisfaction to
me to note the fact, that notwithstanding war, with all its horrors
and desolating influences, afflicts the "land, this Institution is
quietly maintaining its way in the career of beneficence for which
it was designed. I commend its interests to your continued regard.
My thanks are due the Board of Trustees for the great personal
consideration shown me, on all occasions, since I have held this
position under their supervision. I am under many obligations to
my subordinate associates for their continued good will towards
me, and for their fidelity in their respective places. And I renew
my former commendation of the pupils for their diligence, docility
and amiable deportment.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND, in account with NATHAN C. MUNROE,
Treasurer.
1863. DR. Voucher.
Nov. 14. To paid W. Poe, Pres. pro tem., draft ......................No. 216. $ 600 00
Dec. 6. To paid Jas. M; Green, President, draft. uNo. 217. 1,000 00
1864.Jan. 20. To paid N. Bass, Pres. pro tem., draft .................No. 218. 1,830 00
Jan. 20.
."
"
"
"
" ...........No. 219.
737 50
Feb. 4. To paid Jas. M. Green, President, draft...No. 220. 660 00

March 4. To paid N. Bass, Pres. protem., chaIt................No. 221.
March 26. To paid premium and insurance on
Confederate Treasury notes ......................No. 222.
May 17. To paid W. Poe, Pres. pro tem., draft.................No. 223.

1,200 00

July 12.
co
"
co
"
" ...........No. 224.
July ]2.
"
"
"
"
co .........No. 225.
July 12.
"
'"
"
"
" ...........No. 226.
Sept. 20. To paid Jas. M. Green, President, draft...
No. 227.

775 00
'300 00
280 00
400 00

Oct.14.
Oct.14."
Oct.14."
Oct. 20." "

"
"
"

co
co
co

589 36
900 00

" ...No. 228.
" .. No. 229.
" ...No. 230.
No. 231.

775 00
680 00
375 00
"
.. ...
4,300.00
$ 15,391 86
Oct. 20. To balance carried to next Annual. Repor.t..................... $ 9,633 20

-

--

$25,026 06
The above balance consists of:
Confederate States 7 per cent. bonds ..............................$4,50000
"
"7.30 interest notes..................................4,800 00
"
"4 per cent. certificates...............................600 00
"
.. cash certificates..................................233 20

-$ 9,683 20
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1863. CR.
Oct.24............................. By balance from last Annual Report..
1864.
Feb.5. .................... By State appropriation first half year, 1884
Feb.9.
..............."Board and tuition of J. S. Graves (in part)
Feb.11. "Rent Academy building for C. S. Hospital, Dec.
7th to Jan. 31st ................ :......................................
March 4. "Received for clothing of Miss Sumerhays ...............
March 4. "Received from W. D. WiIIiams, bonds and cash,
net sale of furniture.................................................
March 9. "Rent of Academy building C. S. Hospital for
February..................................................................
March 24. "Rent of Academy building C. S. Hospital for
same, March............................................................
March 25. "Board and tuition received from Thos. Gibson..
May 17. "Rent of Academy building C. S. Hospital for
April....................................................... "
June 30. "Rent of Academy building C. S. Hospital May
and June ..................................................................
July 12. "Board, tuition and clothing of M. Stegall ................
July 12. "Balance board and tuition of J. S. Graves ................
Sept. 20. "Rent of Academy building C. S. Hospital, July
Oct. 11. "State appropriation second half year, 1864..............
Oct. 15. "Interest collected on C. S. Coupon Bonds to
July 1st ....................................................................

$3,340 88
6,000 00
210 00
916 .50
60 00
4,545 18
500 00
500 00.
395 00
500 00
1,000 00
320 00
90 00
500 00
6,000 00
157 50

$25,025 06
N. C. MUNROE, TreaBurer.
. Georgia Academy for the Blind, Macon, Oct. 20th, 1864.
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LIST OF PUPILS
MALES.
Name and Residence.

Admitted.

James Baker, Confederate Army ...........September, 1864.
John T. Camp, Gordon county................... October, 1859.
John T. Coley, Stewart county...............September, 1862.
James Gibson, Twiggs county ...............September, 1860.
Josiah Settle Graves, Floyd county........ November, 1862.
J. G. Fry Hendrix, Coweta county ............. October, 1860.
Charles Jefferson, Lumpkin county ... September, 1861.
Lewis A. Porter, Hancock county ..........September, 1860.

FEMALES
Margaret Churchwell, Twiggs county ...............................
Maria Cobb, Bibb county..... .............................................
Susan V. Coley, Stewart county ........................................
Elizabeth Crusius, Montgomery, Ala.................................
Mary P. Ellington, Wilkes county......................................
Susan Hudgins, Gordon county .........................................
Sarah Hudgins, Gordon county..........................................
Martha F. Kingrey, Wilkinson county ...............................
Martha J. Leonard, Bibb county ........................................
Virginia Z. Pike, Fulton county .........................................
Nancy M. Smith, White county .........................................
Martha M. Stegall, Thomas county....................................
Mary J. Summerhays, Floyd county ..................................
Mary E. Taylor, Macon county
Matilda A. White, Columbia county
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October, 1864.
March, 1860.
September, 1862.
November, 1861.
February, ]864.
February, 1855.
September, 1860.
February, 1857.
December, 1860.
May, 1864.
September, 1858.
November, 1857.
April, 1859.
April, 1863.
October, 1860.

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.

For the support of the Institution during the next political year, (from November 1st, 1865, to October
31st, 1866,) it is estimated that seven thousand dollars will be required. There remains in the State
Treasury, undrawn, of the appropriations for the support of the Institution during the political year
ending with this month, a balance of six thousand dollars. If this sum shall be made good to the
Academy, the Trustees will ask an. appropriation of but one thousand dollars, additional to this amount;
on this account; but if otherwise, they ask the appropriation of seven thousand dollars to pay the salaries
of officers and maintain the Institution for the next twelve months, beginning with 1st November,
proximo.
The Board feel it to be a duty to express, in forcible terms, their commendation of the manner in which
the Principal has managed the interests of the Academy during the last year. Being at a distance from the
Board of Trustees, and mostly deprived of assistance from that body, be bas conducted the Institution in
a way as best to protect all its interests, financial and general, and to meet the entire approbation of the
Board. Of Miss Guillan, who has been connected with the Academy from the beginning, the Board
cannot speak in too high terms.
With these remarks the Trustees take great pleasure in renewing once more their commendation of this
most noble charity, with all its interests, to the Executive of the State, the General Assembly,
and the public at large.
.
Respectfully submitted by order of the Board,
JAMES MERCER GREEN, President.
MACON, GA., October 14th, 1865.
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,

MACON, GA., October 13th, 1865

GEN'TLEMEN: The undersigned, as Principal of the Georgia
Academy for the Blind," respectfully submits the following as his
report for the year beginning November 1st, 1864, and closing
October 31st, 1865:
The number of pupils who have received instruction in the Institution during the year is twenty-two, a catalogue of whose names
is given in an appendix to this report of this number one has
graduated and returned to her home, and it is probable that one
other, who is now at home, will not return again to school. The
ages of these pupils range from eight to twenty-one years; and, as
a whole, for mental capacity and aptitude for general training, they
present a class above the average standard of blind youth.
The literary studies pursued this year have been mainly the
English branches mentioned in former reports, such as Spelling
and Reading in raised print, Grammar, Geography, History,
Natural Philosophy, English Composition, Arithmetic, mental and
on the slates. Besides these, one class has pursued the study of
Algebra, and another was started in the Latin. All the pupils
have been instructed in vocal and instrumental- music; but the
labors of the regular teacher in this department have been, for the
want of means to defray the expenses of his attendance, suspended
since the middle of April. We have, however, endeavored to supply, in some measure his place by using the services of our more
advanced pupils as temporary teachers of music.
The year has been one of unexampled health in the household.
we have had no serious sickness, and no case whatever of sickness
originating in the house. On the contrary, pupils of delicate and
feeble constitution have gained most remarkably in the elements
of constitutional vigor and vitality. This fact is recorded with
feelings of gratitude to the Giver of all good, who has bestowed
this blessing upon the household, amid the" dark dispensations" it
has suffered in common with the inhabitants of the land.
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EXPENSES OF THE ESTABLISHMENT.

It will be necessary to divide this portion of my report into two parts. The first
embraces a period of six months, in which Confederate Treasury notes were the
circulating medium and basis of all other currency in use in the State.
In this currency I had on hand November
....................................1st, 1864
$
1 96
... Received since from Treasurer
$
11,605 00
$ 11,606 96
The disbursements have been:
..................................For salaries
$ 1,905 00
For postage and stationery.
26 70
.........For carriage hire and travel
362 00
...................For school expenses,
2 00
. For pupils' clothes..., ................
518 85
...................For house furnishing.
108 00
...... For servant hire and clothing
910 00
.......................For fuel and lights
1,010 00
For provisions
3,529 70
........................................ For special (rent, insurance, etc.) 2,579 75-$10,<;)52 00
--------------------------------------------------- .
Balance on hand in the above-named currency ...$ 654 96
For every item included in the above summary and classification of expenditures,
vouchers, which have been examined and approved monthly by the Board, are filed in
my office.
The general collapse which took place in April left the Academy
without a dollar in any money that would buy a bushel of meal or a pound of flour. It
had on hand a few hundred poriridsofbacon, and meal, flour, syrup and lard to last until
the end of the month. It was not practicable to send the pupils away and close the Institution. . Their homes were scattered over the State, some in remote
counties. Railroads were broken up. There were no mails or other means of sending
intelligence to their friends, and we had no money to defray traveling expenses. The
place of residence of the friend~ of several of them was unknown (and remains still
unknown) at the Academy, the fortunes of war having driven them as refugees or
exiles from their former homes. Indeed, I could not consent to
suspend the Institution, and feeling it to be a sacred obligation of my position to the
blind under my charge, to the blind youth of
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the State, and to the public charity committed in some measure to my care, I determined to maintain it,
if possible, until its regular support could be renewed to it. An application to General Wilson for
assistance resulted in an order to the Commissary of the Post to supply the Institution with rations.
This was most timely aid to us,
although the rations were not of a kind or quality generally well suited to our wants, and although the
drawing of them at short intervals, requiring my presence frequently in Macon, involved some
expense, yet their sale furnished us with some funds to purchase provision better suited, and to meet
other incidental expenses.
The order granting these rations was revoked the latter part of June. Subsequently I made application
to General Steadman for a renewal of this assistance, but without success. Since that time we have had
to scuffle as best we could -to maintain our way in the face of difficulties by no means small. Below is
the statement of the receipts and expenditures since April 30th:
Expenditures for provisions .................. $ 435 97
For balance traveling expenses, and sending
pupils horne for vacation ......................... 118 50
For cleaning house in Macon................... 108 10
For repairing house in Macon .................... 66 05
For moving from Fort Valley to Macon .. 134 65
For servant hire, two quarters .................. 161 30
For fuel....................................................... 14 95
For postage, drugs and soap....................... 17 50
For pupils' clothes ........................................ 9 60
For house rent in Fort Valley, two quarters.
For salaries of officers, two quarters

250 00
1,000 00
--------$ 2,316.62

Receipts from sales of rations .............................
$ 377 52
Receipts from sale of pot ....................................
11 00
---------------------------------------------------------------------$ 387 52
Excess of expenditures over receipts .................................

$1,929 10

CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY IN MACON.
The Academy was in the hands of the Confederate authorities, and used as Ii. Military Hospital, when
the Federal Army, under Brevet Major-General Wilson
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previous I visited the building, and inspected every part of it. I found it clean and very well kept, except
some exceedingly coarse whitewashing which had been done before the Surgeon then in charge (Dr.
Robert Battey) took the care of it. The house and fixtures were not, I suppose, more damaged than
might have been anticipated from the wear and tear from use on the part of a large number of inmates,
and the ravages of an exceedingly leaky roof. The furniture and other School property, which I had
packed in a reserved room, were all in place. Upon their entrance
into Macon, the Federals took charge of the building and occupied it as an hospital until the latter part
of July, when it came back
into our possession. Perhaps it would seem ungracious in me to state the condition of the house and
grounds as we found them. The Board of Health, a short time before, had reported the establishment to
the City Council as a public nuisance. The item of house-cleaning as given above, done with cheap
labor, will indicate what was deemed necessary to be done-not to put the house in
good order, but to render it fit to be occupied with probable safety to health before we could venture to
move in it. The item for repairs was incurred in replacing locks, fitting keys and repairing
windows in such exposed parts of the house as might be entered at
any time without such protection. Our reserved room, with its contents of furniture, boxes of books for
the blind, papers, musical instruments, oil cloths, school desks and seats, of course was not respected,
(although I had made application to that effect to the Surgeon and Steward in charge,) and everyone
entered it at will, and what he fancied, whether for use or as a trophy, he took.
We are now occupying, with some degree of comfort, a portion of the building only. We cannot
use the greater portion of it until it shall be refitted with a roof. The present roof is very little
protection, and it cannot be repaired to any good and permanent effect. It was a failure almost from
the beginning, and has been patched and plastered until I am apprehensive that it is in .a very
dangerous condition as respects fire. The house has already suffered great damage from it, and every
rain comes with most telling effect in the same direction. A new roof is indispensable to the safety of
the house and the comfort of the inmates. The question arises, what kind of a roof shall it be? By
general concession, heart-pine or cypress shingles make the best roof in this climate, but the frame- .
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work of the present roof is too flat for shingles. The same objection applies to a slate roof. To reframe
the roof, so as to adapt it to either material, besides the cost to be incurred thereby, would so alter the
architectural design and proportions of the top of the building as to injure its appearance. These
considerations seem to Shut us up to a metal roof: The framing is perfectly adapted to
that kind of roofing. It can be made tight; it is secure against
fire from sparks, and perhaps in this case will prove as little expensive as any other kind. I am informed
by competent authority that
a good charcoal tin roof, put on in the most approved manner, well painted, and insured against
leaks,will cost, at. the prevailing prices of labor and material, not more than twenty-five hundred
dollars. I respectfully suggest that application be made to the Legislature for an appropriation of that
sum for the purpose of covering the house with a new roof. Other repairs are necessary, but as they
are, comparatively small, and may be postponed, I do not recommend an application fur means to make
them now.
PROSPECTS OF THE SCHOOL.
" During the war' and since its close very little has been done to increase the School. There have been
insuperable difficulties in the way. Blindness, however, has in this time increased in the State. From
the best sources of information to which I have had access, I estimate the number of blind and purblind
youth in the State at from ninety to one hundred. Including the present number of pupils, and others
known to me who will be sent in as soon as it shall be ascertained that maintenance is provided, we
may rely upon having .an average attendance of thirty during the next year. To pay the salaries of
officers, and maintain the indigent and partly indigent, (nearly the entire number,) I respectfully
recommend the Board to ask an appropriation of .seven thousand dollars. This sum is the same as that
granted in 1861, when the number of pupils was twenty-seven.
CONCLUSION.
In this paper I have confined myself exclusively to the topics necessary to be noticed in my Annual
Report to the Board of Trustees. I would like once more to make an appeal through the Board to the
Legislature and the public in behalf of my unfortunate charge, the other" children of darkness" in the
State and of this
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Institution, which has been erected for the amelioration of their
moral, physical and intellectual condition. But is such an appeal'
needed? The appropriations in favor of this benevolent enterprise have always been liberal; the
compassion of the public for the blind is always generous. There is no class of persons to whom
education is more important, as respects either individual happiness or the business of life. They
cannot enter the common schools and share with the other youth of the country.the advantages which
these confer. They cannot alone and unaided, as many seeing persons have done, attain to education
by private diligence. They are peculiarly the children of the State, and this Institution is their proper
Nursery.
To the Trustees I am indebted for much kindness and consideration shown me in my position. To
my subordinates I return thanks for cordial support and co-operation in the management of
.the matters committed to my care-particularly to Miss Guillan
who has shared with me in the private sacrifices which we have been compelled to make in order to
maintain the Institution, and in the anxieties for its success I commend the pupils for good behavior
and general docility.
Respectfully submitted.'
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal.
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TREASURERS' REPORT.
GEORGIA ACA:!)EMY FOR THE BLIND, in account with NATHAN C. MUNROE,
Treasurer.
1864.
Dec. 7
Dec. 7
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

DR.

"
7
7
7

Voucher.

paid J. M. Green, President
" ........ ,......
" ................
" ................
"

No. 232.
No. 233.
No. 234
No. 235.
No.236.

$500 00
655 00
500. 00
800 00
700 00

-'
" ................ "
" ................ "
" ................ "
" ................ "
" ................ "
" ................ "
To paid N. Bass, President pro tern
To paid J. M. Green, President
" ................ "
" ................ "
" ................ "
" ................ "

No. 237.
No. 238.
No. 239.
No. 240.
No. 241.
No. 242.
No. 243.
No. 244.
No. 245.
No. 246.
No. 247.
No. 248.

525 00
500 00
500 00
650 00
375.00
300 00
500 00
1,600 00
650 00
500 00
850 00
2,000 00

1865.
Jan.
20
Jan.
20
Jan.
20
Jan.
20
Jan.
20
Jan.
20
Feb.
15
March 16.
April
4."
April
4."
April
4."
May
12."

________
$ 12,105 00
Balance in Confederate and State securities $10,200 46
$22,305.46
Confederate States bonds....................................................
"
"7.30 interest notes ..........................................
"
"certificates ......................................................
Georgia State Treasury notes ..............................................
Change ................................................................................

$ 4,500 00
4,300 00
600 00
800 00
46
-$10,200 46
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1864.
Dec. 7.

CR.
By balance brought from last Annual Report

$9,633 20 .

Jan. 20.

By State appropriations, first half year, 1865

6,000 00

Jan. 28.
Feb. 15.

By amount of interest collected on Confederate
bonds and interest Notes
By board, tuition and medicine for J. S. Graves?

March 2.

By State appropriation, second half year

1865.

N. C. MUNROE, TREASURER,
Georgia Academy for the Blind.
MACON, Oct. 13th, 1865.
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472 26
200 00
6,000 00
-$22,305 46

LIST OF PUPILS. Report of Oct. 13th, 1865, Macon, Ga.
MALES.
Names.

Residences.

James Baker.................
.(no county shown)mad
John Jones Burks.... ..,.................,. ........... Clayton county.
John T. Camp.. ........................ , ........ ... (no county shown)mad
John T. Coley ......... " ..."......... " .... ...........Stewart county.
James Gibson ...........".......... ".. ................. Twiggs county.
Josiah Settle Graves ................................."...Floyd county.
J. G. Fry Hendrix ........................::'... . Meriwether county.
Charles Jefferson............................... ,...,. Lumpkin county.
Lewis A. Porter ........................................Hancock county.
James A. Walters ................... " .., ...........,..Macon county.

FEMALES.
Margaret Churchwell ............................,.. .,...Twiggs county.
Maria Cobb ............................ " ..................... Bibb county.
Susan V. Coley.,.........................................Stewart county.
Mary P. Ellington........................... ...". ...,..Wilkes county.
Marietta Hall .................................. ,............. Cobb county.
Susan A. Hudgens..............................".... "Gordon county.
Sarah Hudgens ...........................................Gordon county.
Martha F. Kingrey................................. WIlkinson county.
Nancy M. Smith...,..:....................,.; ............. White county
Martha M. Stegall ..................................... Thomas county.
Mary J. Summerhays ............................ .... Floyd county.
Mary E. Taylor
Macon County
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
GEORGIA. ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, October 15th, 1866.
To.the Trustees of the Georgia Academy for the Blind:
Gentlemen: The number of blind persons' that have been members of the household during the
current year is thirty-eight. Of this number three have been employed exclusively in the Department of
Instruction, two exclusively as apprentices in the Department or Handicrafts recently organized, and
thirty-three wholly or partly as pupils in the school. One has left the Institution, or,
rather, has not returned since vacation, and fifteen are the accessions of the year. A few others, the
terms of whose--admission have been
already arranged, are expected to arrive daily, and from the prospects and indications now before us, I
think we may safely anticipate an attendance during the ensuing year of at least forty-five in
all departments.
Notwithstanding the year has not been distinguished generally
for the health of the people, we have had comparatively little sickness of any sort, and no severe or
protracted cases. This fact we may cite as an evidence, under the favor of Divine Providence, of
the healthfulness of the building and its situation, and of the sanitary regulations of the Institution.
THE SCHOOL DEPARMENT.
The proficiency in all the branches of liberal education attained generally by the pupils of the
American schools for the blind, has sometimes been made the subject of incredulous admiration in the
Old WorId. When the managers of these institutions submit, in their annual reports or other
publications, the catalogue of studies pursued by their pupils, embracing, as it does, the extent and
variety common in schools for the seeing, their statements are received with somewhat of distrust, and
it is questioned, How many of the points in this long array are utterly beyond the reach
of poor blind children and it is charged that in America the education of the blind is carried on with
an amazing amount of noisy vigor. Perhaps a kindred sentiment may prevail in some
places in this country, and with persons unfamiliar with our blind schools and their modes of
instruction. . end excerpt for 1866
Note: I chose to excerpt the genealogical aspects of this book and did not include the financial part of
it unless names of students and facility were included.
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Listed on page for search engines.
James Mercer Green, N. Bass, Miss Ellington, Miss Collins, H. B. Davis, M. P. Ellington, Minner
Collins, M. J. Davis, W. Yanatcheck, Miss Stegall.
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LIST OF PUPILS. 1866 Report Macon, Ga.
-

MALES.
Names.

Residence.

James Baker ............................................. ., ...............
Josephus Barnes ....... ......".................... Bibb county.
John J. Burks........... .. ...................... Clayton county.
John T. Camp ....................................... Bibb count.y.
John T. Coley.:..................................Stewert county.
George W. Coley ..............................Stewart county.
William B. Copeland ..........................Harris county.
Stephen Dickerson .............................Schley county.
James Gibon.................................,... Twiggs county.
Josiah Settle Graves .......... ::-:: ........... Floyd county.
J. G. Fry Hendrix ..............................Coweta county.
Charles Jefferson............................ Lumpkin county.
Henry T. Kinnebrew ........................... Floyd county.
John G. Norris............... ................ Chatham county.
James E. Phillips ................. ,............... Butts county.
Lewis A. Porter ............. .................Hancock county.
George W. Stone.............................. Newton county.
James A. Walters ...............................Macon county.
Wencil Yanatcheck................................... ,..Louisiana.
George Wilson .............................. Chatham count.y.
FEMALES.
Mary Ella Bates.................................Gordon county.
Pauline Beaman ..:... .......,................. Bartow county.
Margaret Churchwell ........................ 'Twiggs county.
Maria Cobb ...."..................................... Bibb county.
Minner Collins .................. " ...................... Alabama.
Susan V. Coley..................................Stewart county.
Mary P. Ellington........., ................... Wilkes county.
Susan A. Hudgens.......................... :.Gordon county.
Sarah Hudgens ,.................................Gordon county.
Martha J. Leonard . ......................... Baldwin county.
Alice Spires................... ,.. ...... .... .....Stewart county.
Nancy M. Smith ................................ , White county.
Martha M. Stegall ........................ ...Thomas county.
Mary J. Summerhays (not returned) ........New York.
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,

NOVEMBER 1, 1867.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.

TRUSTEES.

JAMES MERCER GREEN, M. D., PRESIDENT.
NATHAN C. MUNROE, TREASURER.

HENRY L. JEWETT, SECRETARY.

NATHAN BASS,

LEWIS N. WHITTLE.

JACKSON DELOACHE,

WASHINGTON POE.

INSTRUCTORS.

WILLIAM D. WILLIAMS, A. M.. . . . . . . .
. . . Principal.
Miss H. GUILLAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Literary Department.
MISS A. E. ZACHARY. . . . . . . . Assistant Literary Department.
V. CZURDA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Music Department.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, November 1st, 1867.
To His Excellency, CHARLES J. JENKINS, Governor of Georgia:
SIR-In accordance with the law creating the" Georgia Academy for the Blind," the Trustees hereby
present their Annual Exposition of the affairs of this Institution.
This report consists almost entirely of the accompanying Reports of the Principal and Treasurer,
which give a full and complete exhibit of the progress of the Institution during the past political year,
and of its condition at this time. Considering the depressed condition of the country and the universal
embarrassment of our unfortunate people, this exhibit may be regarded as eminently satisfactory, and
highly complimentary to the energy and ability of the Principal and Teachers.
Amidst the almost universal sickness in our State, the Trustees are gratified to notice the almost
perfect healthfulness of the inmates of the Institution.
On examination, it will be seen from the Treasurer's Report that
the receipts of the year have been
From State Appropriation for Support................................
$11 ,000 00
From State Appropriation for Repairs and Improvements
5,000 00
From other sources, principally pay pupils.........................
633 50
............................................................................... Total $16,633 50
This sum, in sundry appropriations, by orders of the Board, has been turned over to the Principal,
and disbursed by him. The report of that officer exhibits the various expenditures to which it
has been applied, and that he has in hand a balance of $390.53 of the fund for support, and a balance of
$957.42 of that for repairs and improvements. His accounts have been regularly audited and approved
by the Board.
To the Report of the Principal the Trustees refer for other matters relative to the progress and present
condition of the Institution. The Trustees concur with that Officer in his estimates of the wants
of the next fiscal year, and respectfully ask an appropriation of
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$11,000.00 for the payment of salaries and the maintenance of the Institution during the year
beginning November 1st, 1867, and ending October 31st, 1868.
,
The Trustees cannot conclude this report without expressing their satisfaction upon the general
prosperity and growing usefulness of
this noble charity, and commending its interests to the continued consideration of the Executive and
other authorities of the State.
JAMES MERCER GREEN,
President.
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, GA., November 1st, 1867.
GENTLEMEN-By the By-laws of the Institution it is made the
duty of the Principal to prepare and submit to the Board of Trustees an Annual Report embracing an
account of the history, condition and progress of the Academy in all its departments, with such
suggestions for the advancement of the purposes of the Institution as he may deem useful. In discharge
of this duty, the following is mos. respectfully submitted as the report for the year just closed.
The number of blind persons that have been members of the household during the year is forty-four.
Of this number, three have been employed exclusively in the department of instruction, four exclusively
in the department of handicrafts, and thirty-seven, wholly
or partly, as pupils of the School. Six have withdrawn or been
discharged, and one has died, leaving the number now with us thirty-seven.
The health of the household has been good. ,The death of the pupil, referred to above, was in the case
of a little boy who had been in the house but a short time, and resulted from a malady, if not
constitutional, at least chronic, and engendered before his admission to the School.
THE SCHOOL.
In this department, which includes literary branches and vocal and instrumental music, the same
course of instruction, somewhat extended by reason of the progress of our more advanced classes, as
that mentioned in former reports, has been pursued, and with a like degree of success.
It was thought that a public examination of the classes at the close of our last term would contribute
to the interests of the Institution, and have the effect of adding to the ardor and application of the
pupiJs. The examination was accordingly held, and resulted to the satisfaction of the authorities of the
School. At its close,
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Professor R. M. Johnston, late of Hancock county, now of the State of Maryland,
who had been previously invited, made before the audience and the school, all
address of rare eloquence and beauty, and singularly appropriate to the
circumstances of the occasion. The officers and pupils are under many obligations to
him for this address.
No change has been made in the corps of teachers during the year. The supply of
books of instruction need some renewals, and it is also desirable to make some
additions to the stock of books constituting our library for the blind. The thanks of
the Institution are due to the American Bible Society for the donation of five copies
of the entire Scriptures in raised print for the use of the School,
and also a copy of the Psalms and New Testament each, for four of the graduates of
the Institution, comprising in an fifty-two volumes. .
DEPARTMENT OF HANDICRAFTS.
In our last annual report it was announced that a department of
this kind had been opened in the Institution. Since that date twelve blind males have
been receiving the advantages of the department, four of whom have been
exclusively engaged in it, while the others are carrying on at the same time their
literary and musical studies. Three of these apprentices have acquired that degree of
skill which qualifies them to set up in business for themselves, one of them opening
a shop at home, where, I doubt not, he will do well, and the two others (Mr. George
Wilson and Mr. James Baker) remaining in the Institution filling the places of
foremen in the shops, and receiving compensation for their work, more than
sufficient to maintain' themselves. Others are doing as well, in proportion to the time
they have been engaged, and giving as much promise of success. The statistics of the
broom shop show that the manufactures of the year have been six thousand two hundred and sixty-six brooms, and seven hundred and seventy-four whisks and hearthbrooms.
In the other shops much work has been done, but it being mostly
repairs and of an irregular character, the amount of it has not been
separately recorded. The work in this shop, viz., making mattresses and seating
chairs with cane, has been done under the disadvantages of much competition, and
of an unfavorable location for trade.
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The business of the entire Department of Handicrafts for the
year has been as follows:

DR.
To amount of cash received for sales and work................ $1,671 48
To amount of bills receivable]e ........................................
739 46
To amount of value manufactures on hand.......................
435 00
To amount of value manufactures furnished house
'
50 00
To amount of value materials on hand..............................
145 00
To amount of cost of additional machinery ......................
150 90
---$ 3,191 84
CR.
By balance November 1st, 1866. .................................... ..
By amount paid for wages, raw material and expenses....
By amount paid for machinery purchased ........................

$ 500 01
2,492 74
150 90
--$ 3,143 65
-Balance in favor of business .......................
$
48 19
This summary, regarding the department as a purely business enterprise, it is admitted, dces
not exhibit a remarkable degree of prosperity or success. But, it will be remembered, the object
of the department is not that of an ordinary business enterprise. Its design is to afford to blind
boys, and to blind men not too old to learn a trade, the opportunity and means of training in the
various branches of industrial work suited to their circumstances, by which they may become
qualified to contribute with their own labor t self-support. Our efforts have been to make a
business with this object as its main purpose, self sustaining, and considered in that light only,
with the number it has had under training, and the degree of proficiency acquired by them in the
branches of work introduced, we claim that the department has been highly successful.
nevertheless we have encountered some difficulties.
1. We have had no capital with which to conduct the business. The money that has been
used in carrying on its operations, except its own earnings, has been borrowed, and, on
some occasions, for lack of money to buy materials, we have had to suspend work for
several days at a time.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND, in account 1Vith NATHAN C. MUNROE,

Treasurer.

1867.

DR.

Voucher.

Jan. 5. To paid W. Poe, Pres. pro tem., draft .....................
April 4. "
"
"
" ....... "
May 2. To paid J. Mercer Green, Prest..,appropriation for support
May 2. To paid .J. Mercer Green, Prest., appropriation for repairs
July ]3. -To paid J. Mercer Green, Prest.. appropriation for support
July 13. To paid J. Mercer Green, Prest.., appropriation for repairs
Oct. 3. To paid J. Mercer Green, Prest.., appropriation for support
.oct.. 5. To paid J. Mercer Green, Prest.., approriation for repairs, etc

1866.
CR.
Dec. 20. By part State appropriation for support ...............

No. 255.
No. 256.
No. 257.
No. 258.
No. 259.
No. 260.
No. 261.
No. 262.

$ 3,000 00
1,500 00
3,133 50
1,500 00
3,000 00
1,000 00
2,50000
1,000 00
--$ 16,633 50

$ 3,0000 00

1867.
Feb. 20. By part State appropriation for repairs.................
April 15. "
"
"
...................... support ...,
April 15. "
"
"
......................repairs, etc
April 15. By board and tuition of Mary J. Davis ...............
April 15."
"
" .” .............................
April 15."
" "Minner Collins...........................................
April 15."
" Wensil Yanatcheck . :
April 15. By clothing for Wensil Yanatcheck ...................
April 15. By dividends collected from S. M. Ins. Co.. ...
June 8. By part State appropriation for support ...............
July 11. "
"
" " ................repairs, etc
Sept. 4. "
"
""support ........................
Sept. 4. "
"
"" repairs, etc.......
.......................

E. & O. E.

1,500 00
2,50000
1,500 00
30 00
200 00
125 00
125 00
21 00
132 50
3,000 00
1,000 00
2,500 00
1,000 00
__________
$16,633.50

N. C. MUNROE, TREASURER,
Georgia Academy for the Blind.
MACON, November 1st, 1867.
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LIST OF PUPILS
MALES.
Names.

Residence.

James Baker. .......................................................................
Josephus Barnes ........................................ ... Bibb county.
John J. Burks ............................... ............ Clayton county.
John T. Camp ................................................ Bibb county.
John T. Coley ............................................Stewart county.
George W. Coley.......................................Stewart county.
William B. Copeland................................... Harris county.
James H. Cupp.......................................... Catoosa county.
James Davis............................................Crawford county.
Stephen Dickerson........................................ Schley county.
James Gibson ... :....................................... ...Twiggs county.
Josiah Settle Graves......................................Floyd county.
. J. G. Fry Hendrix ................., ...................Coweta county.
Charles Jefferson ................................. ...Lumpkin county.
Wiley Jones ................................................... Bibb county.
Henry T. Kinnebrew.....................................Floyd county.
Stephen Moore ....................................... .South Carolina.
John G. Norris ..., ....................................Chatham county.
James E. Phillips........................................ ...Butts county.
Lewis A. Porter..................................... Richmond county.
George W. Stone ...................................... Newton county.
James A. Walters........................................Macon county.
Wencil Yanatcheck....................................... .. ,.Louisiana.
George Wilson
Chatham county
FEMALES
Mary Ella Bates............................................Gordon county.
Pauline Bealnan......................................... Bartow county.
Margaret Churchwell................................. Twiggs county.
Maria Cobb.................................................... Bibb county.
Minner Collins.... ............................................. ..Alabama.
Nannie E. B. Coley....................................Stewart county.
Susan V. Coley ............................... ..........Stewart county.
Mary P. Ellington ................., .............,.. ...Wilkes county.
Susan A. Hudgins ......................................Gordon county.
Sarah Hudgins .... ......................................Gordon county.
Martha J. Leonard,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.................... Baldwin county.
Kitty :McGuire .. .......................................... Cobb county.
Alice Spires ...............................................Stewart county.
Nancy M. Smith ....................................... ., White county.
Martha M Stegall.................................... ..Thomas county.
Mary E. Taylor
;
Macon county
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Year ending December 31, 1869
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~- ________________________________________________ ~~ -------------------------------------------------------------------------~---~'

~-----

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.'

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
Macon, January 15th, 1870.

GENTLEM.EN: It becomes my duty, from stated requirement, to submit to your
consideration a report for another year of the history of the ., Georgia Academy for
the Blind."
During the year 1869, there were thirty-one blind persons receiving instruction, and
four employed as officers in the Institution. One pupil, from expiration of his term,
has left to engage in the business of life as a teacher of music. Another, whose term
has also expired, would have left, but it was thought best, he being quite young, and
homeless, but of .excellent capacity and qualifications, to retain him another year in
the Institution in the double relation of pupil in the higher branches of study and
assistant teacher.
The health of the pupils and household has been generally good.
The officers of the household and school remain the same as at the
time of the last Annual Report. Mr. George Wilson, master of Handicraft, gave up his
situation in July last, for the purpose of
prosecuting his trade in another State. His place has been filled with the appointment
of Mr. T. B. Vache.
It affords me great pleasure to be able to commend the diligence, industry and
deportment generally displayed most uniformily by our pupils, and also the zeal and
fidelity always manifested by the officers.
In the Literary Department we can record the usual degree of
success. The studies pursued by the classes during the year may be given as follows:
Spelling, Reading raised-print, Arithmetic, English Grammar, Geography, Elements
of Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Astronomy and Geology, Rhetoric, Moral
Philosophy, Mental Philosophy, Algebra and Geometry. It is claimed that our pupils
make as rapid progress in and acquire as accurate knowledge of
these subjects as the other youth of the country in the ordinary schools and
academies. To teach the blind child to trace out with his finger the authors thought
upon the embossed page is deemed a wonderful achievement, and so it is; but we can
use the wonderful success only in an imperfect degree, and to a limited extent,
because there are but few text books of value in the raised. print. The
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burden of the teacher's office is chiefly to instruct orally, either without the aid of books, or using as
guides such books as have been prepared for the seeing. As we have but one seeing person (the
Principal) employed in this department, the greater portion of the teaching is done by the blind.
In the Department of Music, instruction is given in the principles of music as a science, in vocal
music and in instrumental music, upon the piano, the guitar, the flute, the violin and the organ. The
profession of music teacher is one that offers ready and remunerative employment to those blind
persons whose training has qualified them for its duties. We therefore give every pupil instruction in
music, and to such as manifest an aptitude or talent in that direction, the instruction is made special in
reference to that pursuit.
In the Work Department, for males, we have had no apprentices, except a few boys from the scool.
The amount of work done, therefore, is not very considerable. It is our object to make this department
simply a place fur training the blind in mechanical work-not a manufacturing establishment. As such,
the most that can be expected of it is that it shall be about self-sustaining. This it is. Our female pupils
have been taught to do plain sewing, and make a few fancy articles of bead work.
EXPESES OF THE ESTABLISHMENT-RECEIPTS.
1st. Balance from 1868.. . . . . . . . . . . .
2d. Appropriations from Board for maintenance,
3d.
"
" fence and repairs. ..

$

204 87
11,699 20
2,500 00-

$ 14,404 07

DISBURSMENTS,
1st-Maintenance as follows:
For Salaries. . . . .. .. . . .., . .
$ 2,745 00
“ Posage.and stationery. ... . .., .
36 02
" Carriage hire and traveling. .., ...
93 60
" School expenses. . . . . .., . . . .
63 38
"Music. .
.
129 08
" Pupils' clothes. . . . ... . . . . ..
369 70 "
“ House furnishing. . , . . , . . , ..
764 85
" Servant hire. . . . ..
...
767 66
" Fuel and lights. . . . . . . . ..
870 100
" Provisions..
.
. . . ..,.
4.180 96
" Special. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
1,060 71
Total. . . .' . "$ 11,081 46
2d. "Fence and repairs. . . . . . . . . ..
Balance. . . . " . . . . .. . . . . . . . .
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2,500 00------$ 13,581 46
-----$ 822 61
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Notes. First year Fannie McInvale appeared at the academy was 1869.
Names to be picked up by search engines.
W. Yanatcheck, Minner Collins, Maria Gilbert, Jas. Gibson, James Mercer Green.
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LIST OF PUPILS.
Names.

MALES.

Residence.

Anderson, A. Howard ...................................Burke county
Bailey, William.
Gordon county
Barnes, Josephus.. ..........................................Bibb county.
Burks, John J .............................................Clayton county.
Camp, John T .................................................Bibb county.
Coley, John T. ......................................... ..Stewart county.
Gibson, James ........................................ ...Twiggs county.
Graves, Josiah S ........................................... Floyd county.
Hendrix, J. G. Fry .................................. ...Coweta county.
Jones, Wiley... .............. ................ ................Bibb county.
Peacock, Lewis ....... ,........... ................Wilkinson county.
Porter, Lewis A .......... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,...........Richmond county.
Stone, George V........................ ...............Newton county.
Walters, J. A............................................. ..Macon county.
Yanatcheck, Wenci!l.......... ......... .." ................ Louisiana.
FEMALES,
Barbee, Missouri ....................................... ...Jones county.
Bates, Mary Ella............................... ........ Gordon county.
Beaman, Pauline ................. ......................Bartow county.
Brenner, Mary ....., ............ .............. ....Richmond county.
Collins, Minner ......................... .........................Alabama.
Coley, Nannie .......... .................... ... ........ Stewart county.
Coley, Susan V.......................................... Stewart county.
Ellington, Mary P........................ .............. Wilkes county.
Hudgins, Sallie.......................... ............. ..Gordon county.
King. Alice ................................ , ................Fulion county.
McCarson, Lilly E.........................................................."... Warren county.
McGuire, Kitty ..............................................Cobb county.
McInvale, Fanny ...... ............................. Crawford county.
Spires, Alice... ........................... ............Randolph county.
Taylor, Mary E............ ....., .... ...,.............. Macon county.
Thompson, Laura ...................................... Twiggs county.
ADMITTED SINCE JANUARY 1ST, 1870.
Estes, Serena Elzoar.............................. ,,Paulding county.
Reed, Callie................................................Bartow county.
Fannie McInvale entered 1869
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FORTBE BLIND.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
MACON, Nov. 15, 1871.
Gentlemen :-The last Report of the" Georgia Academy for the Blind" to the Executive of
the State was dated January, 1870, arid was made up of the affairs of the year previous. The
present Report, in order to preserve continuity in the history of the Institution, will relate to
matters which have taken place since that time, and be, in a measure, a rehearsal of the
particulars of the two years 1870 and 1871.
The Regulations of the Academy confide to the Principal, under the advice and supervision
of the Trustees, to whom he is made responsible for his acts, the immediate charge and
conduct of the Institution in all its departments. This, of necessity, imposes upon him a
variety of official work, and, therefore, in reporting upon the management of the
establishment, he must review a corresponding range of details.
.
It is well to keep definitely and distinctly in view, in all of our operations, the object of this
Institution. It is the educational training of the Blind. Its chartered name, "Academy," would
seem enough to indicate this much; yet, in the face of this name,
and notwithstanding our reiterated assertion, there seems to be, now
and then developing, misapprehensions and consequent mistakes on this point. The Academy
is not an Infirmary for the treatment of the diseases of the eye, or for operations, surgical or
medicinal, for the purpose of the restoration or improvement of vision. No less is it an
Asylum in the sense of a refuge and a home for any or all classes of the indigent blind. It
claims to be merely a school like other schools, in many respects-having its course of study,
its system of discipline, its departments of literature and music-but unlike other schools
generally, in the fact that it embraces a mechanical department for the training of its pupils in
industrial work, and into which it sometimes receives, under special circumstances, blind
adults as apprentices.
The course of study in the departments of literature and music,
in the Academy, is much tl1e same as that of the schools for the
refmadp256
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other youth of the country, the difference being more in the modes and appliances by which it is
pursued, than in the names or the range of the subjects taught. A further difference may be named
which is, that our system of instruction and culture aims more directly arid immediately at the
pursuits which are to engage our
graduates in future life. It is, therefore, more practical in its nature than the usual system of
education. The leading object in view being some special qualification to fit the pupil to enter upon
a self-sustaining condition of life, attention is directed to the special aptitudes manifested, and in that
direction the training is addressed. The range of pursuits by which the blind may earn a livelihood
with personal industry, is not so limited as we are prone to suppose. In literature, a very large
proportion of' the pupils in the Institution, both males and females, acquire both sufficient knowledge
and favorable, habits to qualify them to take positions as competent teachers of seeing children, for'
instance, as special instructors and assistants in common schools, Occasionally they find successful
employment in this line. Music, where there is capacity for it, furnishes the qualifications which
promise the most ready and remunerative success. Very many blind persons find situations as
teachers of music and organists and do well. There are a few mechanical trades easily acquired by
the blind, but the general small rewards for manual work and the fierce and disadvantageous
competition with seeing mechanics which they encounter in life, sadly abridge the probabilities of
success. Still many blind persons are worthily supporting themselves in this way, and not a few have
attained to competency.
Besides the inherent difficulties of the hapless condition caused by a lack of vision, there are many
other formidable impediments to an independent, self-sustaining career, in the case of the blind. We
may do what we can for them, endow them by our labors with such qualifications as our painstaking
and culture can furnish, and yet find our work abortive or countervailed by adverse external influences. Strange that the most potent of these influences should often be found a manifestation of
popular sentiment. One of these can be better shown by an illustration. A blind young man, with a
thorough knowledge of music, and supported with the
strong testimonials of the officers of his Alma Mater, goes to a strange village to get up a musical class.
(excerpt not full report)
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LIST OF PUPILS. 1871 Macon, Ga.
NAMES.
MALES.
RESlDENCES.
Anderson, A. Howard. . . . . . . . .
Burke county, Georgia.
Astin, Charles.
........
Campbell county, Georgia.
Bailey, William T.
Gordon county, Georgia.
Balkum, M. L. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .
Twiggs county, Georgia.
Barnes, Josephus. . . . . . . . . ..,.
Bibb county, Georgia.
Boddiford, Alexander. . . . . ..
Decatur county, Georgia.
Burks, John J.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Clayton county, Georgia.
Camp J. T.. . . . . . . . .
Bibb county, Georgia.
Coley, J. T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Stewart county, Georgia.
Gibson, James. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Twiggs county, Georgia.
Graves, Josiah S. . . . . . . . . . .. ..
Floyd county, Georgia.
Greer, Robert (in shop). . . . . . . . . . . .
Bibb county, Georgia.
Hendrix, J. G. Fry. . .. . . .
..
Coweta county, Georgia.
Hutcherson, Robert (in shop). . . ..,
. Floyd county, Georgia.
Jones, Wiley. .. """"
. Bibb county, Georgia.
Northcutt, W. I. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Campbell county, Georgia.
Peacock, L. 0.. . . . . . ..
Wilkinson county, Georgia.
Powell, Willis. . . . . . . . . ..
Stewart county, Georgia.
Reed, G. O. (in shop). . . . .
..
Bartow county, Georgia.
Singleton, James. . . . . . . . . .. ...
Harris county, Georgia.
Stone, G. W. .. - . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newton county, Georgia.
Yanatcheck, Wencil . . . . . .., . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louisiana.
FEMALES.
Barbee, Missouri. . . . . .. . ,
Barfield, Ceneth Bates, Mary Ella. . . . . . . . . . . .
Beaman, Pauline. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .
Collins, Minner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Coley, Nannie. . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Coley, Susan V. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Couch, Mattie. . . . . . . .
Ellington, M. P.
Estes, S. E.. . . . . .
Hudgins, Sallie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
King, Alice. . . . . . .
McCarson, Lilly E. .
McGuire, Kitty. . . .. . .
McInvale, Fanny. . . . . . . . . .
Perry, M. A. . . . . . . . . . . .
Price, Alice. . . . . . . ..
Reed, Carrie. . . . . . . . . . . .
Taylor. Mary A.. . .. ..
"
Taylor, Mary E.
"
Thompson, Laura. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. Jones county, Georgia.
Macon county, Georgia;
Gordon county, Georgia.
Bartow county, Georgia.
Alabama
. Stewart county, Georgia.
.Stewart county, Georgia.
. Jackson county, Georgia.
Wilkes county, Georgia.
.Paulding county, Georgia
Gordon county, Georgia
Fulton county, Georgia
Warren county, Georgia.
Fulton county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
.. Macon county, Georgia.
Randolph county, Georgia.
. . Bartow county, Georgia.
Harris county, Georgia.
-Macon county, Georgia
Twiggs county, Georgia
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

REPORT
OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND

FOR THE YEAR 1872.
THE TWENTY-FIRST YEAR OF THE INSTITUTION.

MACON, GEORGIA, JANUARY 1st, 1873.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA:
PUBLIC PRINTERS. 1873.
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LIST OF PUPILS for 1872
MALES.

Names

. Residence.

Astin, Charles.................................... .
Campbell county.
Bailey, William T............. . ............... .
Gordon county.
Balkcom, M. L. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . Twiggs county.
Barnes, Josephus ............................... .
Bibb county.
Boddeford, Alaxander.. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . Decatur county.
Burks, John J.....................................
. Clayton county.
Coley, J. T
Stewart county,
Coley, S. A. W
Stewart county.
Gibson, James S. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . Twiggs county.
Hendrix, J. G. F. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . ..Coweta county.
Hodnette, Hope ....................... ,,..
Coweta county.
Northcutt, W. I .................................. .
Campbell county.
Peacock, L. O.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . Wilkinson county.
Peacock, William LeRoy. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . Wilkinson county.
Singleton, James ............................... .
Harris county.
Wofford, Jacob.................................. .
Fulton county.
FEMALES.
Names.
Residence.
Barbee, Missouri ....................................................... Wilkinson county.
Barfield, Cenith. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .
Macon county.
Beaman, Pauline ....... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .
Bartow county.
Bedgood, E. J .................................... .
Wilkinson county.
Collins, Minnie... ... ....... . ... ., ......... .
Alabama.
Coley, Nannie ............................., .... .
Stewart county.
Coley, Susan V.............................................. ... . . .
Stewart county.
Couch, Mattie.........................' .........
.Jackson county.
Edwards, Ella ...................................................................
Troup county.
King, Alice.................................................. ... . ...
Fulton county.
Lane, Sarah Frances ..........................
.Monroe county.
McGuire, Kitty.................................. .
Fulton county.
McInvale, Fanny. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
Crawford county.
Perry, M. A. . . . . . .,. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
Macon county.
Price, Alice,
..
Randolph county.
Beed, Carrie ...................................... .
Bartow county.
Reed, SuaanEstella................ .,
.Bartow county.
Roquemore, Ida. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .
Bibb county.
Stockwell, Annie.. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. .. .
Glynn county.
Taylor, Mary A. '" ........................... ,... .... .
Harris county.
Thacker, Sarah M.. . . .. .. " . . .. ' . .. .. .. . . .. . . .
Gordon county.
Tison, Martha Elizabeth. . . . . ...., .....
Washlngton county.
Wilson, Virginia................................
.Gordon county.
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CIRCULAR 1872
This is an Institution, as its name implies, for the education of the Blind. It
comprises three departmenents-- .

FIRST. The School; in which blind children and youths are instructed in all the
branches of English,. taught in the common schools of the country.
SECOND. Department of Music; in which. vocal and instrumental music is
taught in . connection with the following instruments: piano, organ, guitar, violin
and,flute. .
THIRD. The Department of Handicrafts; in which the blind are trained to
industrial work, and taught trades by which they can earn a livelihood for
themselves.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADMISSION.
The Academy receives into its School Department such youths, male and
female, as are hopelessly blind, or incurably blind to that degree which prevents
education in the ordinary method, between the ages of eight and twenty years, of
sound mind and free from bodily disease, and of good moral character and habits.
TERMS OF ADMISSION.
.
The indigent of this State are taken without charge for board and tuition, being
supported upon State appropriation. To those able to contribute wholly or in part
towards their education, the charge win be graduated from the maximum of $250
to such sum as their means will authorize them to pay. All are expected to come
provided with a supply of good, comfortable clothing, to be replenished by their
friends. (end of excerpt for this year)mad
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Georgia Academy for the Blind.
PROPERTY.

The annual insurance on the house and all small repairs have been kept up, as usual, by defraying the
expenses thereof from the fund for maintenance. .Now, it will be necessary to go beyond these usual
incidents, and ask for a special appropriation fbr repairs and improvements for the ensuing year. The
reasons for this are briefly these:
.
1. The recent tornado which visited this city did us much damage. The wings of our building were
partially unroofed, and also the tin on the roof generally was much disturbed; the plastering of our
upper story was much broken, and some of it thrown down, and the blinds and windows suffered some
wreck. We have had the roof repaired and put in a temporarily safe condition, but we need the means to
pay for the work done on it, and to complete the repairs which are required, by reason of this disaster.
2. The house has been in use about fourteen years, three of which as a military hospital, under no
extraordinary care. It needs repainting throughout, and some other work done to it
for the sake of its better preservation and the comfort of its inmates.
3. We use coal as fuel. As this has to be brought to us from the mountains, we deem it important, in
order to make sure of a constant supply, and also for the sake of greater economy, to buy it in large
quantities at a time. For the lack of a suitable house for its keeping, it has to be dumped in heaps in our
yard. this is by no means a sightly addition to our premises, or a cleanly appearance, but chiefly, coal
kept in this way is subject to waste and also to great deterioration from the slacking influences of air
and water and weather generally. We need a good, substantial brick coal house.
4. The appropriation made by the Legislature at its last session of $3,000, for the purpose of building
a substantial fence on the College street side of our lot, has been exhausted, and
found insufficient. The fence has been finished, except as to gates and painting, and the work is
substantial and sightly, a great addition to the lot and grounds, and to the appearance of that street. 'The
building of this fence rendered necessary the removal of our servant houses, and will require some
changes in the arrangements of our main building. The servant houses
refmad1873p13
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Georgia Academy for the Blind.
have been rebuilt and made tenantable, but not finished according to design. The other work is to be
done.
For all these purposes $3,000 will be required. I reccommend, therefore, that this sum, for repairs
and improvements, in addition to the $12,000 for the yearly support of the Academy, be asked from
the Legislature.
These details, briefly stated, have occupied so much space that I deem it not proper to add anything
in the way of discussion on the interests of our specific work. We are endeavoring to do what we can
to educate the blind, and to "train them up in the way they should go," looking to the present
well-being of our children, and endeavoring to forecast advantages for them in the future, in a sort of
human way, trusting alone to the God of Providence for sure guidance and safe issues.
Respectfully submitted, -W. D. WILLIAMS;,
Principal
LIST OF PUPILS OF 1873

MALES.
NAMES.

RESIDENCE.

ASTIN, CHARLES. ................................
Campbell County.
BAILEY, 'VILLIAM Too........................
Gordon County.
BARNES, JOSEPHUS .................... .......
Bibb County.
BODDIFORD, .ALEXANDER...............
Decatur County.
BURKS, JOHN .......................................
Henry County.
COLEY, J. T ............................................
Stewart County.
COLEY, S. A. W. ,...................................
Stewart County.
GIBSON, JAMES S.... :...........................
Twiggs County.
HARP, JOHN E ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .......
Brooks County.
HENDRIX; J. G. F...................................
Coweta County.
HODNETT, HOPE
Meriwether County.
NORTHCUT, W. J .................................. :
Campbell County.
PEACOCK, LEWIS O............. ...............
Wilkinson County.
PEACOCK, WILLlAM LEROY. .... .......
Wilkinson County.
RAGAN, CHARLES ...............................
Terrell County.
SANDERS, WILLLAM .......................... ...
Quitman County.
SINGIETON, JAMES..............................
Harris County.
STONE, GEORGE W...................... ,......
Newton County.
WINKLES, ANDREW J .........................
Heard County.
WOFFORD, JACOB
Fulton County.
Total Males, 20.
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FEMALES. 1873

NAMES.

RESIDENCE.

BARBEE, MISSOURI. ..,.. .. ...............
BARFIELD, ASENATH......, ..............
BEAMAN, PAULINE.......... ...............
'
BEDGOOD, E. J ..................
COLLINS, MINNA..............
COLEY, NANNIE: ..............
COLEY, SUSAN V.............. ...............
COUCH, MATTIE ...............
EDWARDS, ELLA .............
ESTES, SERENA E ...............
KING, ALICE ......................
LANE, SARAH FRANCES.
MAPP, LIZZIE.....................
MCGUIRE, KITTY...............
McINVAIE, ,FANNY ..........
.;
PERRY, M. A.......................
PRICE, ALICE ............ .. ................................... ...
REED, CARRIE, ..................
REED, SUSAN E .................,. .....
ROQUEMORE, IDA............
STEPHENS, MAMIE E .......
STOCKWELL, ANNIE .......
TAYLOR, MARY A ............
THACKER, SARAH M .......; "
TISON, MARTUA ELIZABETH ........................
WILLIAMS, LULA ............. .. ..........."
,
WILSON, VIRGINIA. .........:
Total Females, 27.

Refmadp14list1873

106

Pike County.
Macon County.
Bartow County.
Wilkinson County.
Alabama.
Stewart County.
Stewart County.
Jackson County.
Troup County
Paulding County.
Fulton County.
Monroe County.
Fulton Connty.
Fulton County.
Crawford County.
Macon County.
Randolph County.
Bartow County.
Bartow County.
Bibb Connty.
Brooks County.
Glynn County.
Harris County.
Bartow County.
Washington County.
Screven County.
Gordon County.

ADVERTISEMENT.

This is an Institution, as its name implies, for the education of the blind.
It comprises three departments.
'
I. The School-In which blind children and youths are instructed in
all the branches of English taught in the common schools of the country.
II. Department of Music-In which Vocal and Instrumental Music is taught in connection with the
following instruments: Piano, Organ, Guitar; Violin and Flute.

.

III. The Department of Handicrafts-In which the blind are trained to industrial work, and taught trades
by which~ey can earn a livelihood for themselves.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADMISSION.
The Academy receives into its School Department such youths, male or female, as are hopelessly
blind, or incurably blind, to that degree which prevents education in the ordinary method, between the
ages of eight and twenty years, of sound mind and free from bodily disease, and of good moral
character and habits.
TERMS OF ADMISSION.
The indigent of this State are taken without charge for board and tuition, being supported upon State
appropriation. To those able to contribute, wholly or in part, towards their education, the charge will be
graduated from the maximum of $250.00 to such sum as their means will authorize them to pay. All are
expected to come provided with a supply of good, comfortable clothing, to be replenished by their
friends, or means provided therefore, from time to time, as it becomes necessary. Blind men, not too
old to learn a trade, will be received as apprentices in the Department of Handicrafts on the same terms
as pupils are received into the School. If a pupil or apprentice shall, after a fair trial, prove incompetent
for useful instruction, or disobedient to the wholesome regulations of the Academy, or in anywise an
unlit or improper subject for retention in the Institution, he or she will be discharged.

..

The annual school term begins September 1st and ends June 30th. Pupils admitted at any time.
All persons are requested to send to the Principal the names and addresses of blind children known to
them, with a statement of their circumstances, so as to enable him to form some., opinion as to their
fitness for admission into the Institution, and to assist in putting him in communication with their
friends. The information sought may be conveniently given in simple answers to the following
questions:
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Advertisement Continued 1873
Georgia Academy for the Blind.
1. Name and age of the blind person? '
2. Name of parents or guardians, with post-office address? .
3. Blindness, whether total or partial?
4. Cause of blindness, if known?
5. Has the blindness been examined 'by physicians and pronounced in
curable?
6. Is the person of sound mind, and susceptible of intellectual culture? 7. Also of
good character and habits 7
8. Also free from disease that will interfere with instruction, or incom
mode the household? .
9. What sum can be paid for board and tuition; also for clothing?
Address

W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal,
Macon, Georgia.

CARD OF THANKS.
The thanks of the officers and pupils of the Georgia Academy for the
Blind are due and are hereby tendered to the officers of the following railroads of the
State for free passes, on necessary occasions, over their respective lines-a most
important privilege and aid toward the benevolent work
of the Institution- viz:
Macon and Western, Southwestern, Central, Georgia, Macon and Bruns
wick, Atlanta and West-Point, Western and Atlantic.
Also, the thanks of the same are due, and are hereby tendered, to the
proprietors and editors of the following newspapers, for sending their issues,
gratuitously, to the Institution-thereby contributing means of information as
to the current news and oth1Jr important matters; and also to all other papers
that. have given such notice of the Institution and its work as was calculated to bring
its object and advantages before the blind youth of the State:
The Telegraph and Messenger (daily,) of Macon; The Federal Union and
Recorder (weekly,) of Milledgeville; The Houston Home Journal (weekly,)
of Perry, The Macon Enterprise (daily) of Macon; The Christian Index
(weekly,) of Atlanta; The Southern Christian Advocate (weekly,) of Macon;
The Central City (weekly,) of Albany; The Tri. Weekly Courier, of Rome;
The Reporter (weekly,) of La Grange; The Vindicator (weekly,) of Greenvil1e; The
Republican, of Americus ; Youth's Companion, Boston.
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TWENTY THIRD ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

TRUSTEES
OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY
FOR THE BLIND.

1874

Macon, Georgia.

Savannah, Ga.”
J. H. Estill Public Printer
1875
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Trustees.

JAMES MERCER GREEN,

President.
L. N. WHITTLE.
WASHINGTON POE.
HENRY L. JEWETT, Treasurer.
PETER SOLOMON.
~

VIRGIL POWERS.
C. A. NUTTING.
W. D. WILLIAMS.

Secretary.

Officers of the Academy.
W. D. WILLIAMS, A.M., Principal.
MISS H. GUILLAN.
V. CZURDA.

.

ASSISTANTS.
MISS A. E. ZACHRY.
MISS S. V. COLEY.
J. T. COLEY.
J. G. F. HENDRIX.
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LIST OF PUPILS FOR 1874 Macon,Ga..
MALES.
Ayres, Hiram .................................................. Haralson county.
Astin, Charles ................................................ Campbell county.
Bailey, William.........................
Gordon county.
Barnes, Josephus............................................. . Bibb county.
Burks, John J.............................
Henry county.
Coley, John T............................
Stewart county.
Coley, S. A. W ..........................
Stewart county.
Green, W. J.
Macon county.
Hendrick, J. G. F.................., ...
Coweta county.
Meriwether county.
Hodnett, Hope ................ ,......
Jones, Joseph.........................
Hall county.
Knox, Lamar. ............................
Chattooga county
Mathis, Lucius .............................................
Calhoun county.
Peacock, Lewis 0 ......................
Wilkinson county
Peacock, William Leroy............
Wilkinson county
Ragan, Charles C ......................
Terrell county.
Sanders, William.........................................
Quitman county.
Singleton, James .......................
Harris county.
Stone, Geo.W. W ................................................Newton county.
Heard county.
Winkles, Andrew J ...................
Wofford, Jacob..........................
DeKalb county.

FEMALES.
Barbee, Missouri.......................
Barfield, Aseneth ........................
Beaman, Pauline..

Pike county.
Macon county.
Bartow county.

Butler, Lowrey .....................
Bedgooq, E. J. ......................
Collins, Minnie.................... .

Gordon county. .
Wilkinson county.
Alabama.
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LIST OF .PUPILS FOR 1874 Macon, Georgia
Coley, Nannie,
Coley, Susan V
~
.Couch, Mattie
Dyson, Hattie
Edwards, Ella
Estes, Serena E
Huguly, M. A
King, Alice.
Lane, Sarah Frances..
Mapp, Lizzie
McGuire, Kitty
,
McIrivale, Fanny
Perry, :M. A
Phillips, E. A
Price, Alice...
Reed, Carrie
Reed, Susan E.
Roquemore, Ida
,
Stephens, Mamie E.
Taylor, Mary
Thacker, Sara
Tison, Martha Elizabeth...
Williams, Lula..
Wilson, Virginia
Wilson, Virginia

..

..

Stewart county.
Stewart county.
Jackson county.
Wilkinson county.
Troup county.
Paulding county.
Harris county.
Fulton county.
Monroe county.
Fulton county.
Fulton county.
Crawford county.
Macon county.
Gordon county.
Randolph county.
Bartow county.
Bartow county~
Bibb county.
Brooks county.
Harris county.
Bartow county.
Washington county.
Screven county.
Gordon County
Gordon County.
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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
FOR 1875
OF THE

TRUSTEES
OF
The Georgia Academy for the Blind,
MACON, GA.

Atlanta, Georgia
Printed 1876
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TRUSTEES:
JAMES MERCER GREEN, President.
L. N. 'WHITTLE,
W ASHINGTON POE,
HENRY L. JEWETT, Treasurer.
PETER SOLOMON,

j

VIRGIL POWERS,
C. A. NUTTING,
W. D. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY
W. D. WILLIAMS, A. M., Principal.
MISS H. GUILLAN,
V. CZURDA.
ASSISTANTS:

MISS S. V. COLEY,
J. T. COLEY.
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LIST of PUPILS---1875.
MALES.
Austin, Charles,
Ayres, Hiram,
Bailey, William T., .
Barnes, Josephus,
..
Blalock, P. P., . . ...
Bruce, John P.,
... .
Bryan, William. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .~. . . . .
Burks, John J., . ...
... .
Coley, Jesse A.,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Coley, Jno. T.,
Coley, S. A.W.,
Grace, ,Walter M.,
Green, William J.,
Hendrix, J. G. F.,
.
Hodnett, Hope,
. ... .. . ..
Jones, Joseph,
Knox, Lamar, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mathis, Lucius,
Peacock, Lewis 0.,
Peacock, William L.,. ... . ...
Ragan, Charles C.,. . . " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ragan, Terrell,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Russell, Joshua,
Sanders, William,
Singleton, James,
Tinsley, Stephen,
.. .
. .. .
Winkles, Andrew J.., ... .
Wofford, Jacob,

Campbell County
Haralson County
Gordon County
Bibb County
South Carolina.
Decatur County.
Wayne County
Henry County
Stewart County
Stewart County
Stewart
“
Taylor
"
Macon
"
Coweta
"
Meriwether "
Hall
"
Chattooga , “
Calhoun
"
Wilkinson
"
Wilkinson
"
Terrell
"
Terrell
"
Jefferson
"
Quitman
"
Harris
"
Bartow
"
Heard
"
DeKalb
"
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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
FOR 1876
OF THE

TRUSTEES
OF
The Georgia Academy for the Blind,
MACON, GA.

Atlanta, Georgia
Printed 1876
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TRUSTEES:
JAMES MERCER GREEN, President.
L. N. 'WHITTLE,
W ASHINGTON POE,
HENRY L. JEWETT, Treasurer.
PETER SOLOMON,

j

VIRGIL POWERS,
C. A. NUTTING,
W. D. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY
W. D. WILLIAMS, A. M., Principal.
MISS H. GUILLAN,
V. CZURDA.
ASSISTANTS:

MISS S. V. COLEY,
J. T. COLEY.
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LIST OF PUPILS, 1876.
MALES.

ASTIN, CHARLES. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
AYERS, BYRAM.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
BARNES, JOSEPHUS.. . . . . . . . . . . .
BASSETT, WALTER L... . . . . . . . . . .
BLALOCK, P. P.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
BRUCE, JOHN P. . . . . . . . . . . . .
BRYAN, WILLIAM.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
BURKS, JOI-n.. J. . .
..........
COLEY, JESSE A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
COLEY, S. A. W... . . . . . . . . . . . .
DAVIS, GEORGE A.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
GRACE, WALTER M. . . . . . . . . . . . .
GREENE, WILLIAM J. .. . . . . . . . . . .
HODNETT, I-IOPE. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
JONES, GEORGE H.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
JONES, JOSEPH. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
KNOX, LAMAR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MATHIS, LUCIUS. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
PEACOCK, LEWIS 0. . . . . . . . . . . . .
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L.. . . . . . . . . . .
RAGAN, CHARLES C.. . . . . . . . . . . .
RAGAN, TERRELL.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
RUSSELL, JOSHUA...........................
SANDERS, WILLIAM
SINGLETON, JAMES.. . . . . . . . . . . .
TINSLEY, STEPHEN.. . . . . . . . . . . .
TOOMBS, J. A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
WINKLES, ANDREW J.. . . . . . . . . . .
WOFFORD, JACOB.. . . . . . . . . . . . .

Campbell county.
Williamson county'.
Bibb county.
Houston county.
South Carolina.
Decatur county.
Wayne county.
Henry county.
Stewart county.
Stewart county.
Miitchell county.
Taylor county.
Macon County.
Meriwether County.
Richmond county.
Hall county.
Chattooga county.
Calhoun county.
Wilkinson County.
Wilkinson county.
Terrell county.
Terrell county.
Jefferson county.
Quitman county.
Harris county.
Bartow county.
Wilkes county.
Heard county.
DeKalb county.

FEMALES
,
BARFIELD, ASENATH.. . . . . . . . . . .
Macon county.
BEAMAN, PAULINE. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bartow county.
BUTLER, LOLAH. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gordon county.
COLLINS, MINNA. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Alabama.
COLEY, NANNIE .
. . . . . . . . . . . . Stewart county.
COUCH, MATTIE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jackson county.
DANIELS, BETTIE . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jones county.
DYSON, HATTIE. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wilkes county.
EDWARDS, ELLA. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fulton county.
ESTES, SERENA E. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Paulding, county.
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14

LIS'f OF PUPILS, 1876.

KING, ALICE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fulton county
MAPP, LIZZIE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fulton county.
MATHIS, JENNIE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sumter County
McGUIRE, KITTY. . . . . . . . . . . . . Fulton county.
McINVALE, FANNIE. . . . . . . . . . . .Crawford county.
PERRY, M. A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Macon county.
PHILLIPS, E. A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gordon county.
PRICE, ALICE. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Stewart county.
REED, CARRIE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bartow county.
REED, SUSAN E. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bartow county.
ROQUEMORE, IDA. . . . . . . . . . . . . Bibb county.
RUSSELL, LANA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . : Jefferson county.
RUSSELL, MOSELLE. . . . . . . . . . . .Jefferson county.
STEVENS, MAMIE E. . . . . . . . . . . . Brooks county.
TAYLOR, MARY A. . . . . . . . . . . . . Harris county.
WEST, MARY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Campbell county.
WILLIAMS, LULA . . . . . . . . . . . . . Screven county.
WILSON, VIRGINIA. . . . . . . . . . . . Gordon county.
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ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1877
MALES
NAME.
ASTIN, CHARLES. . . . . .. . . . .
AYRES, HIRAM. . . . . . .
BARNES, JOSEPHUS. . ... . . . . .
BASSETT, W ALTER L.. . . . . . . .
BRUCE, JOHN P.. . . ... . . . .
BRYAN, WILLIAM W.. ... . . . . .
CARGILE, WILLIE S.. . . ... .
CASON, JOHN A.. . . . . . . . . . .
COLEY, JESSE A.. ... . . . . .
COLEY, S. A. W.. . . . . . . . . . .
COTTER, JOHN,. ... . . .. . . . . .
DAVIS, GEORGE A.. ... . . ... . .
GRACE, WALTER M.. . . . . . . . .
GREENE, WILLIAM J.. . ... . . . .
GRIFFIN, WALTER. . . .. . ...
HODNETT, HOPE. . ... . . . . . .
JONES, ASA A.. . . . . . . . . .
JONES, GEORGE H. . . ... . . . ..
JONES, JOSEPH. . . . . ... . .
KNOX, LAMAR. ... . . ... ... . .
MATHIS, LUCIUS. .. . . . . . ... .
PEACOCK, LEWIS 0.. . . . . . . . .
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L.. . .
RAGAN, CHARLES C.. . . . ... . .
RAGAN, TERRELL. . . . . . . . . .
REED, JAMES OSCAR. . . . . .
RUSSELL, JOSHUA. . . . . . . . . .
SANDERS, WILLIAM. . . . . . . . .
SINGLETON, JAMES. . . ... . . . .
TAYLOR, JAMES. . . . . . . . . . .
TINSLEY, STEPHEN. . . . . . . . .

RESIDENCE.
CAMPBELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
HARALSON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BIBB COUNTY, GEORGIA.
HOUSTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
DECATUR COUNTY, GEORGIA.
WAYNECOUNTY,GEORGIA.
MONROE COUNTY, GEORGIA.
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA.
STEWART COUNTY, GEORGIA.
STEWART COUNTY, GEORGIA.
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA.
MITCHELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
TAYLOR COUNTY, GEORGIA.
MACON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
DODGE COUNTY, GEORGIA.
MERIWETHER COUNTY, GEORGIA.
MITCHELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA.
HALL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
CHATTOOGA COUNTY, GEORGIA.
RANDOLPH COUNTY, GEORGIA.
WILKINSON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
WILKINSON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
TERRELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
TERRELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BARTOW COUNTY, GEORGIA.
JEFFERSON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
QUITMAN COUNTY, GEORGIA.
HARRIS COUNTY, GEORGIA.
LAURENS COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BARTOW COUNTY, GEORGIA.
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ROLL OF PUPILS FOR 1877.
MALES CONTINUED
TOOMBS, J. A.. . . . . .
WILKES COUNTY, GEORGIA.
WINKLES, ANDREW J.. . . . . .
COWETA COUNTY, GEORGIA.
WOFFORD, JACOB
. . . . . . COBB COUNTY,GEORGIA.
FEMALES.
NAME.
BARFIELD, ASENATH. . . . . . . .
BUTLER, LOLAH, . . . . . . , . .
COLEY, NANNIE. . . . . . . . . . .
COUCH, MATTIE. . . . . . . . . .
DANIELS, BETTY. . . . . . ... .
DYSON, HATTIE, . , , . . . . . . .
EDWARDS, ELLA, . .. .
ESTES, SERENA E.. . . . . . . . . .
GREEN, EUGENIA R.. . , , . . .
JONES, MELISSA E.. . . . . ... .
KING, ALICE, . , . . . . . . . , . .
MAPP, LIZZIE. . . . . . .. . , . ,
MATHIS, JEANNIE. , , . , . , . .
McCABE, CHARLOTTE J., . . . . .
McGUIRE, KITTY. . ... .
..
McINVALE, FANNIE. . . . . . , .
PERRY, M. A.. ... . . . . ... . . .
PHILLIPS, E. A.. . . . . . . . . . .
REED, CARRIE. . . . . . . . , . .
REED, ESTELLE. . . . . . . . . . .
REED, SUSAN E.. . . , . . . . . . .
ROQUEMORE, IDA. . . . . . . . . .
RUSSELL, LANA. , . . . . . . . . .
RUSSELL, MOSELLE, . . . . . . . ,
STEVENS, MAMIE E.. . . . . . . . .
TIMMONS, MATTIE ELLA, . . . .
WEST, MARY. . . . . . . . . . . .
WILSON, VIRGINIA, . ... . . . . .

RESIDENCE.
MACON COUNTY,GEORGIA.
GORDON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
STEWART COUNTY, GEORGIA.
CLARKE COUNTY, GEORGIA.
JONES COUNTY, GEORGIA.
WILKES COUNTY, GEORGIA.
FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA.
MACON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
MITCHELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
SUMTER COUNTY, GEORGIA.
GLYNN COUNTY, GEORGIA,
FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
CRAWFORD COUNTY, GEORGIA,
MACON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
GORDON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BARTOW COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BARTOW COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BARTOW COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BIBB COUNTY, GEORGIA.
JEFFERSON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
JEFFERSON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
BROOKS COUNTY, GEORGIA.
CARROLL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
CAMPBELL COUNTY, GEORGIA.
GORDON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
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TWENTY~SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND
1878.
---

OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.
TRUSTEES.
JAMES MERCER GREEN, PRESIDENT.
HENRY L. JEWETT, TREASURER.
W. D. WILLIAMS, SECRETARY.
LEWIS N. WHITTLE,
VIRGIL POWERS,
C. A. NUTTING,
PETER SOLOMON,
T. G. HOLT.
OFFICERS OF THE ACADEMY.
W. D. WILLIAMS, A. M.,. . . . . . . . . . .
Miss H. GUILLAN*
V. CZURDA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Principal.
Department of Literature.
Musical Director.

ASSISTANTS.
J. T. COLEY, -*. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In Music.
Miss MINNER COLLINS,*. . . . . . . . . In Music.
J. J. BURKS*. . . . . . . .
. . In Music and Literature.
MASTOR OF WORKSHOP.
F. E. SAUNDERS.
*Blind.
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, October 1st, 1878.
GENTLEMEN-I submit herewith the Principal's Report for the twenty-seventh year of the" .Georgia
Academy for the Blind." Because of the change made by the Constitutional Convention in the time of
the meeting of the General Assembly, it has become necessary to change the time of the beginning and
ending of our Institutional year. The report of last year ended with the calendar year; consequently, this
Report, beginning with the year 1878 and ending September 30th, embraces a period of but nine month.
The eleventh Section of the third Article of the By-Laws of the Academy for the Blind, says, "The
Principal shall make an Annual Report to the Trustee, embracing an account of the history, condition
and progress of the Academy, in all its departments, with such suggestions for the advancement of the
purposes of the Institution as he may deem useful. In compliance therewith, I state that the Academy for
the Blind is like schools and colleges for other classes of youth in this respect: it is subject to the usual
changes and variations in attendance, and the consequences resulting there from. Numbers will not be
uniform, and the standing of pupils in the respective departments will vary in excellence with the years,
while the work of the instructors may be the same.
The progress of the pupils has been generally satisfactory in the zeal and labors of the teachers entitle
them to my continued commendation.
The household, under Divine Providence, has not been visited with severe sickness, except in one case,
that of William J. Greene, a young man from Macon county, who contracted consumption elsewhere,
and died of it at his home last May. He was an excellent young man, and his death is deeply deplored in
our family.
The appended roll of pupils shows the attendance to have been
Refmat1878princreportp4
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT for 1878
sixty-four. Of this there were fifty present at the beginning
(January 1st,) of the year. The new admissions are thirteen j
one readmitted; graduated at the close of. the term last June, five
left at the same time for other causes, three; and died, one.
This enumeration does not include Assistant Teachers nor any
Resident Graduates. .
I am informed that some of those pupils and apprentices who
left the Institution last December (not included in the above enumeration), are working to maintain
themselves and, also, that seven of the eight who left last June
are doing the same, and that the other is anxiously hunting such
work as she is qualified and able to do.
The Workshop, which is operated in connection with the schools,.
under the supervision of a man with sight, has been doing very
well as respects its main object, viz: The training of blind males in
mechanical work; but, financially, it has not done much the present
year. It ought not to be expected of any sort of industrial enterprise operated solely and simply by a
foreman with a variable number of apprentices, mostly mere boys, to yield profit. In our
case this is not only true, but in addition thereto the apprentices
are blind, and they work at the trades only a limited number of
hours daily, respectively, in the intervals in which they are not
engaged in the schools. Our purpose is to teach the boys trades in connection with their literary and
musical studies, and also blind men who, from accident or other cause, may have lost their vision
when they have passed the school age. Our Industrial Department,
operated on these principles, for the past twelve years, has been
eminently successful. At this time it has seventeen apprentices.
The work of the females is being successfully conducted. There is greater variety in the work suitable
for females than in that for
males. The girls are trained to do fancy work, crocheting of several kinds, bead work, etc., but I deem it
far more important
for them to learn to do plain sewing, knitting, and such common
female work that will enable them, when they leave the Institution,
to become useful to the families in which they reside.
The Statement of Receipts and Expenditures for Maintenance is
as follows: (note expenses not transcribed)
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
LIST OF PUPILS. 1878
MALES;
NAMES.
Astin, Charles. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ayres, Hiram. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bassett, Walter L. . . . . . . ... . ... .
Bruce, John P.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bryan, William W.. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cargile Willie S.. . . . . . . . . . . ..
Cason, John A.. . . . . . . . . .
Coley, Jesse A. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Coley, S. A. W. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .
Coulter, J. W. M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Davis, George A.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Grace, Walter M. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Greene, William .I.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Griffin, Walter. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hearn, N. R.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hodnett., Hope. . . . . . . . . . .
Ivy, Thomas. . . .. .
Jackson, Zollicoffer . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jones, Asa A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jones, George H.. . . . . ... . .
Jones, Joseph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kitchens, Thomas .I.. . . . . . . . . .
Knox, Lamar. . . .' . . . . . . . .
Mathis, Lucius. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
McNeil, Thomas J. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Peacock, Lewis O. . . . . . . . . . . .
Peacock, William I,. . . . . . . . . . . .
Ragan, Charles C. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ragan, Terrell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Reed, James Oscar. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Reynolds, M. L... . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Russell, Joshua. . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Singleton, James

RESIDENCE.
Campbell county, Georgia.
Haralson county, Georgia.
Houston county, Georgia.
Decatur county, Georgia.
Wayne county, Georgia
Monroe county, Georgia.
Richmond county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia.
Mitchell county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia.
Macon county, Georgia.
Dodge county, Georgia.
Walker county, Georgia.
Meriwether county, Georgia.
Walker county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
Mitchell county, Georgia.
Richmond county, Georgia.
Hall county, Georgia
Washington county, Georgia.
Chattooga county, Georgia.
Randolph county, Georgia.
Spalding county, Georgia.
Wilkinson county, Georgia.
Wilkinson county. Georgia.
Terrell county, Georgia.
Terrell county, Georgia.
Bartow county, Georgia.
Terrell county, Georgia.
Jefferson county, Georgia.
Harris county, Georgia.
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LIST OF PUPILS. '
Taylor, James.
Thomas, S. W
Winkles, Andrew.
Wofford, Jacob. . .

Laurens county, Georgia.
Franklin county, Georgia.
Coweta county, Georgia.
. Cobb county, Georgia.

FEMALES.
Barfield, Asenath .
. .. .
Macon county, Georgia.
Bishop, Sallie . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fulton county, Georgia.
Butler, Lolah.
Gordon county, Georgia.
Couch, Mattie
Clarke county, Georgia.
Daniels, Betty
Jones county, Georgia.
Dyson, Hattie..
Wilkes county, Georgia.
Estes, Serena E.
...
Cobb county, Georgia.
Green, Eugenia R.
. . . ... . Macon county, Georgia.
Horton, Addie . .
.
Walker county, Georgia.
Jones, Melissa E.
.. .
Mitchell county, Georgia.
Jordan, W.
Carroll county, Georgia.
King, Alice. . . . . . . . .
Fulton county, Georgia.
Mathis Jeannie.
Sumter county, Georgia.
McCabe, Charlotte J.. . . .
Glynn county, Georgia.
McGuire, Kitty. . . . . . . . . . .
Fulton county, Georgia.
McInvale, Fannie. . . .
Crawford county, Georgia.
Perry, M. A.
Macon county, Georgia.
Reed, Carrie
Bartow county, Georgia.
Reed, Estelle . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bartow county, Georgia.
Reed, Susan E.. . .
Bartow county, Georgia.
Russell, Lana.
Jefferson county, Georgia.
Russell, Moselle . . . . . .
Jefferson count.y, Georgia.
Simmons, Mattie Ella. . . . . . . . . . . . Carroll county. Georgia.
Tison, Lizzie . . . . . . .
Washington county, Georgia.
Wilson, Virginia. . .. .
Gordon county, Georgia.
COLORED.*
Hollinsworth, John. . .
Bibb county, Georgia.
Williams, Elijah.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bibb county, Georgia.
__________________________
*Taught in shop and boarded at their homes.
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ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1879
MALES.
NAME.

AUSTIN, CHARLES. . . . .
AYRES, HIRAM. . . . . .
BARNES, JOSEPHUS. . . . . . . . .
BRUCE, JOHN P. . . . . . . . .
BRYAN, WILLIAM W.. . . . . . .
CARGILE, WILLIE S.. . . . . . .
CASON, JOHN A. .. . . . . . .
COLEY, JESSE A. . . . . . . . .
COLEY, S. A. W. . . . . . . . .
COULTER, J. W. M. . . . . . . .
DAVIS, GEORGE A. . . . . . . .
GRACE, WALTER M. . . . . . . .
GREENE, WILLIAM J.. . . . . . .
GRIFFIN, WALTER.. . . . . . . .
HEARN, N. R. . . . . . . . . .
HODNETT, HOPE.. . . . . .
Ivy, THOMAS. . . . . . . . . .
JACKSON, ZOLLICOFFER. . . . .
ONES, ASA A.. . . . . . . . .
JONES, GEO. H. . . . . . .
JONES, JOSEPH.. . . . . . . . . .
JONES, WILLIE.. . . . . . . . . .
KITCHENS, THOS. J. . . . . .
KNOX, LAMAR.. . . . . . . .
MATHIS, LUCIUS. . . . . . . .
McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS. . . . . .
PARRISH, WALTER G. . . . . . . .
PEACOCK, LEWIS O. .. . . . .
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L.. . . . .
RAGAN, CHARLES C.. . . . . . .
RAGAN, TERRELL. . . . . .
RANEW, MOSES. . . . . . . .
REED, JAMES OSCAR. . . . . . .

RESIDENCE.

Campbell County, Georgia.
Haralson County, Georgia.
Bibb County, Georgia.
Decatur County, Georgia.
Wayne County, Georgia.
Monroe County, Georgia.
Richmond County, Georgia.
Stewart County, Georgia.
Stewart County, Georgia.
Taylor County, Georgia.
Mitchell County, Georgia.
Taylor County, Georgia.
Macon County, Georgia.
Dodge County, Georgia.
Walker County, Georgia.
Meriwether County, Georgia.
Walker County, Georgia.
Crawford County, Georgia.
Mitchell County, Georgia.
Richmond County, Georgia.
Hall County, Georgia.
Hall County, Georgia.
Washington County, Georgia.
Chattooga County, Georgia.
Randolph County, Georgia.
Fulton County, Georgia.
Fulton County, Georgia.
Wilkinson, County, Georgia.
Wilkinson, County, Georgia.
Terrell County, Georgia.
Terrell County, Georgia.
Brooks County, Georgia.
Bartow County, Georgia.

Ref1879pupilsp12

128

ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1879
REYNOLDS, M. L.. .
RUSSELL, JOSHUA. . . . . . . .
SINGLETON, JAMES. . . . . . . .
TAYLOR, JAMES. . . . . . . . .
TOOMBS, J. A.. . ~ . . . . . . .
THOMAS, S. W. . . . . . . . .
WINKLES, ANDREW. . . . . . . .

Terrell County, Georgia.
Jefferson County, Georgia.
Harris County, Georgia.
Laurens County, Georgia.
Wilkes County, Georgia.
Franklin County, Georgia.
Coweta County, Georgia.

COLORED.*
HOLLINSWORTH, JOHN.. . . . . . . .
WILLIAMS, ELIJAH. . . . . . . . .

Bibb County, Georgia.
Bibb County, Georgia.

FEMALES.
NAME.

RESIDENCE.

BARFIELD, ASENATH . . . . . . .
Macon County, Georgia.
BISHOP, SALLIE. . . . . . . . . .
Fulton County, Georgia.
BUTLER, LOLAH, . . . . . . . . .
Gordon County, Georgia.
COUCH, MATTIE. . . . . . . . .
Clarke County, Georgia.
DANIELS, BETTY.. . . . . . . . .
Jones County, Georgia.
DYSON, HATTIE. . . . . . . . .
Wilkes County, Georgia.
ESTES, SERENA E.. . . . . . . . .
Cobb County, Georgia.
GREEN, EUGENIA R. . . . . . . . .
Macon County, Georgia.
HORTON, ADDIE.. . . . . . . .
Walker County, Georgia. .
JONES, MELISSA E.. .. . . . .
Mitchell County, Georgia.
JONES, RUTH. . . . . . . . . . .
Hall County, Georgia.
JORDAN, W. . . . . . . . . .
Carroll County, Georgia.
MATHIS, JEANNIE. . . . . . . .
Sumter County, Georgia.
MAYFIELD, MYRTLE. . . . . . . .
Fulton County, Georgia.
MCCABE, CHARLOTTE J. .
Glynn County, Georgz'a.
PERRY, M. A.. . . . . . . . . .
Macon Counly, Georgia.
REED, CARRIE. . . . . . . . . .
Barlow County, Georgia.
REED, ESTELLE. . . . . . . . .
Bartow County, Georgia.
REED, SUSAN E. . . . . . . .
Bartow County, Georgia.
RUSSELL, LANA. . . . . . . . .
Jefferson County, Georgia.
RUSSELL, MOSELLE. . . . . . .
Jefferson County, Georgia.
TIMMONS, MATTIE ELLA. . . . .
Carroll County, Georgia.
TISON, LIZZIE. . . . . . . .
Washington County, Georgia.
WILSON, VIRGINIA. . . . . . . . Gordon County, Ge()rgia.
*Taught in shop and boarded at their homes-.
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ROLL OF PUPI.LS OF 1880.
farthest, by the time the permanent buildings and arrangements
could be completed, the Department will have grown into such.
proportions as will justify its full habiliment under a system of
details to be ascertained and determined in a great measure by
the experience acquired. Respectfully,.
W. D.. WILLIAMS, Principal.

ROLL OF PUPILS 1880
ACTUALLY 1881

NAME.

MALES.

ASTIN, CHARLES. . . . . .
AYRS, HIRAM. . . . . .. . .
BARNES, JOSEPHUS. . .. . . . .
BRUCE, JOHN P.. . . . . . . .
BRYAN, WILLIAM W.. . ... . . .
CARGILE, WILLIE S. . . . . . . . .
CASON, JOHN A. . ... .. . .
COLEY, JESSE A.,. . . . . . . .
COLEY, S. A. W. . . .... . .
CORNWELL, WILLIAM D. . ... . .
COULTER, J. W. M.. . . . . . .
GRACE, WALTER F.. . . . . . .
GRIFFIN, WALTER D.. ...
HODNETT, HOPE. . . . . .
JACKSON, ZOLLICOFEER. . .
Georgia. JARRELL, GEO. HARDY. .. . .
JONES, ASA A.. . . .. . . .
JONES, GEO. H. . . .. . . .
JONES, JOSEPH. . . . . . . . . .
JONES, WILLIE. . . . . . . . . .
KNOX, LAMAR. . . . . . . .
LITTLE, ALGERNON J.. . . ... . :
McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS. . .. .
PARKS, J. BURTON. . . ... .
PARRISH, WALTER G.. . . .
PEACOCK, LEWIS O... .,.. .
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L.. . ...

RESIDENCE.
Campbell County, Georgia.
Haralson County, Georgia.
Bibb County, Georgia.
Decatur County, Georgia.
Wayne County, Georgia.
Bibb County, Georgia.
Richmond County, Georgia.
Stewart County, Georgia.
Stewart County, Georgia.
Jasper County, .Georgia.
Taylor County, Georgia.
Taylor County, Georgia.
Dodge County, Georgia.
Meriwether County, Georgia.
Crawford County,
Taylor County, Georgia.
Mitchell County, Georgia.
Richmond County, Georgia.
Hall County, Georgia.
Hall County, Georgia.
Chattooga County, Georgia.
Troup County, Georgia.
Fulton County, Georgia.
Crawford County, Georgia.
Fulton County, Georgia.
Wilkinson County, Georgia.
Wi1kinson Couuty, Georgia.
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Actually students for 1881
RAGAN, CHARLES C.. . ... . . .
RAGAN, TERRELL. . . . . . . .
RANEW, MOSES. .. .
REED, JAMES OSCAR. . . .
RUSSELL, JOSHUA. . . . .
SIMS, JOSEPH. . .
TAYLOR, JAMES. . . ... . . . .
THOMAS, SIMEON W.. . ... . .
WINKLES, ANDREW. . . .

Terrell County, Georgia.
Terrell County, Geor,gia.
Brooks County, Georgia.
Bartow County, Georgia.
Jefferson County, Georgia 7
Stewart County, Georgia,
Laurens County, Georgia.
Franklin County, Georgia.
Coweta County, Georgia.

COLORED."
HOLLINSW9RTH, JOHN. . . . . . . Bibb County, Georgia.
WILLIAMS, ELIJAH. . '" '" . . Bibb County, Georgia.

FEMALES.
NAME.

RESIDENCE.

BOWEN, FANNY. .., ..
Coweta County, Georgia.
BUTLER, LOLAH. .. . . .
Gordon County, Georgia.
CRAZE, MAGGIE. . . .
Walker County, Georgia.
DANIELS, BETTIE. . . . . . . . .
Jones County, Georgia.
DYSON, HATTIE. . . .
Wilkes County, Georgia.
ELLINGTON, M, P.. . . .
Wilkes County, Georgia.
HODGE, TENNESSEE I. O... . ... .
Forsyth County, Georgia.
HORTON, ADDIE. . . . . . . .
Walker County, Georgia
JONES, MELISSA E. . . . . . . .
Mitchell County, Georgia.
JONES, RUTH. . . . .
Hall County, Georgia.
LOVETTE, ANNIE. . . . . . . .
Wilcox County, Georgia.
MATHIS, JEANNIE. . . . . . . .
Sumter County, Georgia.
MAYFIELD, MYRTLE. ... . . . .
Fulton County, Georgia.
MCCABE, CHARLOTTE J.. . .
Glynn County, Georgia.
MUSE, THEODOSIA. . .
Carroll County, Georgia.
REED, ESTELLE. . . . . .
Bartow County, Georgia.
RUSSELL, LANA. . . . .
Jefferson County, Georgia.
RUSSELL, MOSELLE. .
Jefferson County; Georgia.
SCHUMAN, SALLIE. . . .
Bryan County, Georgia.
TIMMONS, MATTIE ELLA . . . . .
Carroll County, Georgia.
WILSON, VIRGINIA. . . . .
Gordon County, Georgia.
---*Taught in shop and boarded at their homes.
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MEMORIAL TO DR. J. MERCER GREEN
The undersigned, who were appointed a committee of the Board of Trustees to prepare a suitable
memorial upon the death of Dr. James Mercer Green, so long the President, of the Board, regretting that
they were unavoidably prevented from doing so at an earlier day, ask leave to submit the following
tribute to his memory:
Doctor Green was born on November 15th, 1815, in Milledgeville, Georgia, and died at his residence in
the city of Macon, on June 11th, 1881, so that he was in the sixty-seventh year of his age.
We find in the city prints an obituary notice of Dr. Green, much of which was furnished by the Principal
of this institution, which we adopt as our report and which is as follows;
Dr. Green was a man whose benevolent instincts were largely developed. He ever regarded human
suffering and infirmity with compassionate feeling. Institutions designed for the amelioration of the sufferings of these classes of our fellow creatures
received a large measure of his study and interest. He kept himself informed as to their special work, and
as a zealous advocate of their cause. This was notably the case as to the Georgia Academy for the Blind.
When in the year 11351 Mr. Fortescue, a highly educated blind young man, came to Macon for the
purpose of organizing a school for the blind in Georgia, bringing a letter of introduction from Dr.
Robley Dunglison, of Philadelphia, a warm personal friend of Dr. Green, the latter cordially welcomed
him, eagerly espoused his cause and became a leading spirit in the measures which resulted in the
organization of the Georgia Academy for the Blind. Although at that
refmadmemorialgreen
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7

time actively engaged in the prosecution of his profession and
encumbered with a. large practice, he :found time to exert all the
influence he had, enlisting his numerous friends by personal appeals and solicitations in behalf of the
enterprise. Preliminary
meetings of the citizens were called to consider the matter, before which he appeared with Mr.
Fortescue, and by his intelligent and zealous influence a temporary organization was formed
for the purpose of taking subscriptions to maintain the school; and, conducting its business pro tem., he
and his friends through
his agency contributed largely to the funds raised therefor.
He was made a member' of the board of Temporary Trustees, and when the enterprise culminated in a
chartered State charity he was named with N. C. Munroe, A. H. Chappell, John B. Lamar,E. B. Weed, R.
A. Smith and E. Graves as corporators,
and when the Board was organized, on January 22d, 1852, he was elected as the President, which office
he held continuously until his death, a period of nearly thirty years. In his office as Trustee and President
of the Board he ever held a just appreciation of the proposed design of the institution, and gave his
earnest support to all measures designed specifically to promote the same, finding his highest
gratification in its advancement
success in this particular respect.
"During this period he was, from his universal1y acknowledged fitness for the position, by a unanimous
vote of his associates appointed Attend ing Physician of the Academy, and in
that position fully merited and retained throughout. this long
period the entire confidence of the Trustees and officers charged with the internal management of the
establishment. To the duties of this office, always varied and often perplexing, he gave the most
unremitting and assiduous attention, and they were
discharged not only with scrupulous fidelity, but with the high
est skill. He had the highest regard for his responsibilities in
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the offices he held; and in the discharge of thevariol1s duties they imposed he displayed eminent
qualifications and fitness, great zeal, activity and talent. His connection with the Academy for the blind
will be long and gratefully remembered by its friends and the people of the State, and the loss they have
sustained in the death of one of their earliest, most constant and devoted friends, will be keenly felt and
sincerely deplored."
Dr. Green had very exalted but very just views of the character and learning of his profession, and he
scrupulously guarded it from practices that had a tendency to lower its dignity and impair confidence in
its integrity. The foundation of
all professional excellence is broad, generous and extensive culture, and Dr. Green was a conspicuous
example of this truth. He was well read in history, philosophy and polite literature. His acquaintance
with the best of our English classics was extensive and accurate.
There was nothing that affected the well-being of his country in' which he did not take an active
interest. When the tocsin of war sounded and his fellow-citizens were summoned to the field in defense
of right and country, although in feeble health and over age, he cheerfully abandoned the comforts of
home
and repaired to the scene of conflict, ministering to the wants of
the sick and wounded, and continued faithful in this work to the end of the strife, at all times regardless
of his own interest.
In 1846 Dr. Green was united in marriage to the eldest daughter of the late Hon. Oliver H. Prince.
She, after many years of wedded happiness, with two only of their children, is left to cherish his
memory and to deplore their loss. But they are not as those who mourn without hope. In early life he
united with the Episcopal Church, and for twenty years was Senior Warden of Christ Church parish,
Macon. Few men bave had the good fortune to leave behind them more pleasing
Refmaddrgreenmemorial
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and, grateful memories. A cenotaph more durable than marble
is erected in the hearts of those whose sufferings he alleviated
and whose maladies he healed. This feeling descending from
them to their posterity, will be a precious legacy to his children
, and their descendants.
'
The committee recommend the adoption of the following
resolutions:
Resolved, That in the death of Dr. James Mercer Green, the
President of the Board of Trustees fr0m the organization of the
Academy under an Act of the Legislature, on January 22d,
1852, until his death, this institution has lost a most valuable
and efficient officer, one who by his zealous and long continued
devotion to its interest did so much to advance it to its present
state of efficiency and usefulness; thereby illustrating not only
his own life, but also Georgia, his native State.
Resolved, That we, the Trustees, individually, in his death,
mourn the loss of a friend, whom long and close intercourse
with was not only instructive and useful, but also delightful to us.
Resolved, That these proceedings be entered on the minutes of
this Board and a copy furnished to Mrs. Green.
L. N. WHITTLE,
VIRGIL POWERS,
JOHN P. FORT,
Committee.
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Should be 1881mad

MALES.
NAME.

RESIDENCE.

ASTIN, CHARLES. . . . . . . . .
Campbell County, Georgia.
AYRS, HIRAM. . . . . . . . . .
Haralson County, Georgia.
BENTON, JAMES. . . . . . . . . .
Brooks County, Georgia.
BROWN, OSBORN. . . . . . . . . . .
Cobb County, Georgia.
BRUCE, JOHN P. . . . . . . . . .
Decatur County, Georgia.
BRYAN, WILLIAM W. . . . . . . . . Wayne County, Georgia.
CARGILE, WILLIE S. . . . . . . . . . Bibb County, Georgia.
CASON, JOHN A. . . . . . . . .
Richmond County, Georgia.
COLEY, JESSE A. . . . . . . . . .
Stewart County, Georgia.
COLEY, S. A. W.. . . . . . . . .
Stewart County, Georgia:.
CORNWELL, WILLIAM D. . . . . . . .Jasper County, Georgia.
DIAR, JOHN T. . . . . . . . . . .
Twiggs County, Georgia.
GRACE, WALTER F.. . . . . . . . .
Taylor County, Georgia.
GRIFFIN, WALTER D. . . . . . . . . Dodge County, Georgia.
HODNETT, HOPE. . . . . . . .
Merriwether County, Georgia.
HURST, SHIRLEY. . . . . . . . . . .
Fulton County, Georgia.
JACKSON, ZOLLICOFFER . . . . . . Crawford County, Georgia.
JARRELL, GEO. HARDY. . . . . . . Taylor County, Georgia.
JONES, ASA A. . . . . . . . . . .
Mitchell County, Georgia.
JONES, GEO. H. . . . . . . . ..
Richmond County, Georgia.
JONES, JOSEPH. . . . . . . . . . . .
Hall County, Georgia.
JONES, WILLIE. . . . . . . . . . . .
Hall County, Georgia.
LITTLE, ALGERNON J.. . . . . . . . Troup County, Georgia.
MANDERSON, JESSE. . . . . . . .
Wilkinson County, Georgia.
McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS. . . . . . . Fulton County, Georgia.
PARKS, J. BURTON. . . . . . . .
Crawford County, Georgia.
PARRISH, WALTER G. . . . . . . . . Fulton County, Georgia.
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PEACOCK, WILLIAM L.. . . . . .
Wilkinson County, Georgia.
POWELL, WILLIS. . . . . . . . . .
Stewart County, Georgia.
RAGAN, CHARLES C.. . . . . . . . Terrell County, Georgia.
RAGAN, TERRELL. . . . . . . . . .
Terrell County, Georgia.
REED, JAMES OSCAR. . . . . . . . Bartow County, Georgia.
RUSSELL, JOSHUA. . . . . . . . .
Jefferson' County, Georgia.
SIMS, JOSEPH. . . . . . . . . . . Stewart County, Georgia.
TAYLOR, JAMES.,. . . . . . . . .
Laurens County, Georgia. I
WINKLES, ANDREW. . . . . . . . . Coweta County, Georgia.
COLORED
HOLLINSWORTLI, JOHN. .. . . . . . . Bibb County, Georgia.
WILLIAMS, ELIJAH. . . . . . . ..
Bibb County, Georgia.
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-

MALES.
NAME.
ASTIN, CHARLES... ..
AYRS, HIRAM .
BENTON, .TAMES
BLACK, RICHARD
BROWN, OSBORN
BRUCE, JOHN P
CARGILE, WILLIE S
CASON, .JOHN A.
COLEY JESSE A.
COLEY, S. A. W
COLLEY, WILLIE.
,
CORNWELL, WILLIAM D
DIAR, JOHN T.
GRACE, WALTER F
GUNNELL, DANIEL BENSON
HODNETT, HOPE
HURST, SHIRLY
JACKSON, ZOLLICOFFER
JARRELL, GEORGE HARDY
JONES, ASA A.
JONES, GEORGE H
JONES, JOSEPH
JONES, WILLIE
LITTLE, ALGERNON J
MANDERSON, JESSE
McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS
PARKS J. BURTON
PARRISH, WALTER G
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L
RAGAN, CHARLES C
RAGAN, TERRELL..
REED, JAMES OSCAR
RUSSEI,L, JOSHUA
SIMS, JOSEPH
SIMS, JACK

RESIDENCE
Campbell county, Georgia.
Haralson county, Georgia.
Brooks county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.
Cobb county, Georgia..
Decatur county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.
Richmond county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Fulton county, Georgia.
Jasper county, Georgia.
Twiggs county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia.
Banks county, Georgia.
Meriwether county, Georgia.
Fulton county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia.
Mitchell county,Georgia.
Richmond county, Georgia.
Hall County, Georgia.
Hall county, Georgia.
Troup county, Georgia.
Wilkinson county, Georgia.
Fulton county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
Fulton county, Georgia.
Wilkinson county, Georgia.
Terrell county, Georgia.
Terrell county, Georgia;
Bartow county, Georgia.
Jefferson county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
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SIMS, PAUL.........,.. ... ..................Stewart county, Georgia.
TAYLOR, JAMES......................... Laurens county, Georgia.
WINKLES, ANDREW ...................Coweta county, Georgia.

COLORED.*
HOLLINSWORTH, JOHN.......... , ..... Bibb county, Georgia.
WILLIAMS, ELIJAH ......................... Bibb county, Georgia.
FEMALES.
NAME.

RESIDENCE.

BAUGH, ANNIE..........................Hancock county, Georgia.
BLACKBURN, KATE R............... Brooks County, Georgia.
BOWEN, FANNY ........................ .Coweta county, Georgia.
BUTLER, LOLAH ...... , .................Gordon county, Georgia.
CRAZE, MAGGIE ......................... Walker county, Georgia.
DANIELS, BETTIE........................... Jones county, Georgia.
DYSON, HATTIE ....... ................ ..Wilkes county, Georgia.
EDGE, MINNIE .. .......................... Walker county, Georgia.
GREEN, EUGENIAR......................Macon county, Georgia.
HINDSMAN, NANNIE E ..............Coweta county, Georgia.
HODGE, TENNESSEE I. O ...........Forsyth county. Georgia.
HORTON, ADDIE ......................... Walker county, Georgia.
JONES, MELISSA E .................... Mitchell county, Georgia.
JONES, RUTH..................................... Hall county, Georgia.
LEONARD, ALICE............... .,............Lee county, Georgia.
LOVETTE, ANNIE ..................... ...Wilcox county, Georgia.
MATHIS, JENNIE....... ... ......... ,.....Sumter county, Georgia.
MAYFIELD, MYRTLE ................ ..Fulton county, Georgia.
MCCABE, CHARLOTTE .............Appling county, Georgia.
MUSE, THEODOSIA......................Carroll county, Georgia.
REED, ESTELLE ........................... Bartow county, Georgia.
ROGERS, ANNIE ...................... ...Tattnall county, Georgia.
RUSSELL, LANA. .................... ..Jefferson county, Georgia.
RUSSELL, MOSELLE............... .Jefferson county. Georgia.
SCHUMAN, SALLIE...................... .Bryan county, Georgia.
SMITH, JULIA .................................. .Bibb county, Georgia.
TIMMONS, MATTIE ELLA ..........Carroll county, Georgia.
WELLS, JULIA R ........................... Fulton county, Georgia.
~ _____________________________________________________________________________________________~

* Taught in shop, but not transferred to Colored Department.
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THE COLORED DEPARTMENT.
-

GENTLEMEN-This department of our internal work is just being organized and
opened. Our arrangements for the ensuing year have been made and a few pupils
enrolled. We are opening in an unfinished building surrounded with much
obstruction upon the grounds outside and workmen occupied with their tools
and implements inside. I propose to conduct the management of
the internal affairs of this department, the .methods of instruction, the discipline of
the house, and all sumptuary regulations after the manner and upon the plans so long
followed in the department for the whites.
There have been many delays and hindrances in our progress in the work necessary
to be done, even to reach the stage of advancement we have attained, and it may be
that I have experienced some feelings of disappointment and of impatience. Now,
however, I am inclined to think ultimate advantage has been gained by the checks we
have had to suffer. Certainly, under
haste we could not have secured the advantages of situation that we have, nor the
ample and well appointed house which, although
unfinished, we occupy.
.
As soon as it was ascertained that an appropriation for organizing a department for the blind of the colored race, under the management of the
Trustees of the" Georgia Academy for the Blind," had been granted by the
Legislature, the Board went into the consideration of the various measures
necessarily antecedent and preliminary to the undertaking and enterprise. The first
thing to be done was to secure a location. This was considered and naturally some
differences of views were found to exist, which had to be harmonized. A location
within the city limits on account of accessibility and convenience and as near the
Institution, already established, as possible, was favored by some. A larger landed
property near the city, with the facilities of a truck
farm and other domestic purposes for the use of both the departments attached, had
its advocates. It was, however, found that the property in view near the city could not
be purchased except at great cost, and that another eligible site adjacent could not be
had; and to go further would entail inconvenience and other
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difficulties to the management. The committee appointed to secure a location, after much canvassing
and some delays, found
that four lots and fractions of lots intersected and divided by
alleys could be purchased through a real estate agent, and he was employed to negotiate for the Trustees.
The property was secured. The committee then made application to the City Council to have the alleys
intersecting the property closed and titles to the same made to the Board. In due time this was done.
Thus the Board has secured within the city, to-wit: on Madison street
in the northern limits, three and a half acres of ground, which is
not very remote from the other department. The site is elevated
and healthy, and commands an extensive view of the city, Vineville, the Cemeteries and the line of the
river, and, when needed, has the facility of easy drainage. On all accounts the Trustees
may well consider the Academy fortunate in the acquisition of this property at a very moderate cost.
When the location was secured and the several titles were perfected, which consumed some time, plans
for a main building
occupied the attention of the Board. Questions involving such matters as appointments adapted to the
special purposes of its use, economy of construction, safety of both property and inmates,
permanency and durability of the structure, dimensions as to the probable number to be accommodated
in a series of years, architectural appearance as a public building, etc., were carefully considered and
discussed. A plan suggested by the experience of
years in the work as to what internal arrangements were best suited to the condition of the blind was
adopted, and W. C. WILSON, a mechanic of large experience. was engaged as builder.
When this work was commenced it was resolved to have a corner stone erected, and the lodges of
Colored Free and Accepted Masons of this city were invited to perform this duty. The invitation was
accepted, and on Tuesday, the 25th day of April, in the presence of a large attendance, consisting of
citizens, various Lodges of the different Orders of the race and their military companies, the Grand Master of the State, assisted by other Grand
Officers of the State Organization of Col0red Masons, with appropriate ceremonies, laid the corner stone of the Department of the Georgia Academy for the Blind for
the Colored Race.
The building is made of brick and stone and covered with metal, and is strongly built. Its dimensions are
fifty feet in front
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND
(on Madison street,) and sixty feet in depth; three stories including basement,
and contains besides pantries and closets, eighteen'
large rooms, a capacity for the residence of one officer and about forty pupils,
and in appearance it is thought that the house is a very creditable State
building, and that a judicious investment has been made of the funds
appropriated by the Legislature for the organization of that department of our
work. The cost will be Seen in the Report of the Treasurer, itemized as it is.
The appropriation has been exhausted and although the house is now
occupied, it is yet unfinished. The work to be done is principally inside work,
such as plastering, painting, erection of some petition walls, transom lights,
etc.; outside, some work to be done on the verandas, some small outside
closets, sheds and fencing in front to be built. I estimate from the best
information I can get that it will require about four thousand dollars to complete the premises in a creditable style.
.
In regard to maintenance, I may say, that from the best information I have, I
think four thousand dollars per annum for the ensuing two .years will be
required, Much of this for the first year will be necessary for furniture and
outfit, and the growth of the school perhaps reaching to a number between
thirty-five and forty, will probably require the full amount for
support in the second year.
.
I respectfully suggest that appropriations for these amounts be
asked from the Legislature.
Respectfully submitted,
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
Macon, Oct. 1st., 1882.
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In Account with HENRY L. JEWETT, Treasurer.
DR.
1881-To Paid_
Dec. 31. T. G. Holt, Receiver, real estate. . .
Cubbedge & Bond, real estate. . . . .
Cubbedge, for services, real estate
1882.
Jan. 4. Recording Deeds, real estate. . . . .
March 4. Wheeler, for plat and survey, real estate.
18. P. Harris, 1 Hi M brick delivered.. ..
April 1. W. D. Williams, Jr., sundries as per bill.
3. Geo. S. Jones for lime. . . . . ..
7. W. N. Leitch, on account of lumber.
8. Freight, labor, etc., per W. D. Williams,
Principal
17.
Draft for bill of granite. . . . . .
22. W. D. Williams, principal, sundries as
per bill. . . " . . "
. . . . ..
May 6. P. Harris, 50 M brick delivered. .
W. D. Williams, Principal, sundries as
per bill. . . . . " . . . . . . ..
20. Hendrix, Rockhill, & Willingham, bill .
W. D. Williams, Principal, sundries as
per bill. . . ... . . . ..
June 3. W. D. Williams, principal, pay roll. .
15. P. Harris, 94,500 brick, $8.50 . ...
17. W. C. Wilson, pay roll to 17th of June. 28~ 55
July 1. W. D. Williams, Principal, pay roll..
Hendrix, Rockhill & Willingham, acc't.
8. Telegraph and Messenger, advertising. .
15. Pay roll, etc., to 15th of July, per. bill..
29. W. D. Williams, Principal, pay roll, etc,
per bill. . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Aug. 14. W. D. Williams, Principal, pay roll, etc,
per bill. .
..
. . . . ..
22. George S. Jones, bill. . . . . . . ..
Van Berschot, bill. . . . . . . . ..
26. W. D. Williams, Principal, sundries per
.
bill. . . . . . . . . . . ..
Sep. 14. W. N. Lietch, lumber. .
27. Hendrix, Rockhill & Willingham, bill.. .
30. W. D. Williams, Principal, sundries per
bill. . . . . . . . . . . . ..
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$1,000 00
1,600 00
80 00
5 00
12 00
974 50
304 70
100 00
200 00

434 60
272 95
425 00
307 40
73 18
273 81
91 62
803 25
206 30
34 76
4 00
228 22
221 15
187 00
67 00
173 00
168 47
616 59
200 00
254 47

$ 9,949 24

ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1883.
MALES.
NAMES.

.'RESIDENCE.
ASTIN, CHARLES. ....................................................................
Campbell county, Georgia.
AYRS, HIRAM ..................... ............................................................. Haralson county, Georgia.
BENTON, JAMES ................................................................................. Brooks county, Georgia.
BLACK, RICHARD ..................................................................................Bibb county, Georgia.
BROWN, OSBORN..................................................................................Cobb county, Georgia.
BRUCE, JOHN P ..................................................................................Decatur county, Georgia.
CARGILE, WILLIE S................................................................................Bibb county, Georgia.
CASON, JOHN A .............................................................................Richmond county, Georgia.
COLEY, S. A. W:.................................................................................. Stewart county, Georgia.
COLEY,. WILLIE.............................................................................. ...Stewart county, Georgia.
CORNWELL, WILLIAM D ....................................................................Jasper county, Georgia.
GRACE, WALTER F .............................................. ,.............................Taylor county, Georgia.
GUNNELLS, DANIEL. BENSON..........................................................Banks county, Georgia.
HODNETT, HOPE..........................................................................Meriwether county, Georgia.
HURST, SHIRLY ......................... ... ................................................... ...Fulton county, Georgia.
JARRELL, GEORGE HARDY ..............................................................Taylor county, Georgia.
JGNES, ASA A .................................................................................... Mitchell county, Georgia.
JONES, GEORGE H..................... .. .................................................Richmond county, Georgia.
JONES, JOSEPH.........................................................................................Hall county, Georgia.
JONES, WILLIE .........................................................................................Hall county, Georgia.
LITTLE, ALGERNON J..........................................................................Troup county. Georgia.
MANDERSON, JESSE.....................................................................Wilkinson county. Georgia.
McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS ...................................................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
McNIEL, ELLIE H................................ " ............. ............................ Randolph county, Georgia.
McNORRELL, W. H................................................................................Burke county, Georgia.
PARKS, J. BURTON ..................................................... .................... Crawford county, Georgia
PARRISH, WALTER G ......................................................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L .................................................................Wilkinson county, Georgia.
RAGAN, CHARLES C...........................................................................Terrell county, Georgia.
RAGAN, TERRELL ............................................................................. Terre1J county, Georgia.
REED, JAMES OSCAR ........................................................................Bartow county, Georgia.
RUSSELL, JOSHUA ............................ .............................................Jefferson county, Georgia.
SIMS, JOSEPH ..................................... ............................................... Stewart county, Georgia.
SIMS, JACK............................................ .......................................... ...Stewart county, Georgia.
SIMS, PAUL. ........................................................................................ Stewart county, Georgia.
STEWART, HENRY S .............................................................................Jones county, Georgia.
TAYLOR, JAMES ...............................................................................Laurens county, Georgia.
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ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1883.
FEMALES.

NAME.

RESIDENCE.

ABBOTT, SARAH ................ ...........................................................Appling county, Georgia.
BAUGH. ANNIE ............................................................................ .Hancock county, Georgia.
BLACKBURN. KATE R ................................................................... Brooks county, Georgia.
BOWEN, FANNY........................................................, .....................Coweta county, Georgia.
BUTLER, LOLAH ............................................................................ Gordon county, Georgia.
CLARKE, ALICE ............................................................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
CRAZF, MAGGIE .............................................................................Walker county, Georgia.
DANIELS; BETTIE............................................................................. J ones county, Georgia.
DYSON, HATTIE ...............................................................................Wilkes county, Georgia.
EDGE, MINNIE, ............................................................................... Walker county, Georgia.
FINDLEY, EMMA................................................................................Floyd county, Georgia.
GREEN, EUGENIA R., ......................................................................Macon county, Georgia.

HINDS MAN, NANNIE E ............................... ..
HODGE, TENNESSEE I. 0

Coweta county, Georgia.
Forsyth county, Georgia.

HORTON, ADDIE E........................................................................ Mitchell county, Georgia.
JOHNSON, OLLIE................................................................................ Cobb county, Georgia
JONES, MELISSSA E ..................................................................... Mitchell county, Georgia.
JONES, RUTH............................ ............................................................ Hall county, Georgia.
LANDRUM, ORA ................................................ ............................. ,Fulton county, Georgia.
LEONARD, ALICE ............................................. ................................... Lee county, Georgia.
LORETTE, ANNIE.............................................................................Wilcox county, Georgia.
MATHIS, JENNIE ...................................................... ......................Sumter county, Georgia.
MAYFIELD, MYRTLE...................................................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
MCCABE, CHARLOTTE................................................................Appling county, Georgia.
MIUSE, THEODOSIA.......................................................................Carroll county, Georgia.
REED, ESTELLE..............................................................................'Bartow county, Georgia.
ROGERS. .ANNIE ............................................................................Tattnall county, Georgia.
RUSH, MARY BERTHA ................................................................... Taylor county, Georgia.
RUSSELL, MOZEI.LE.............. ......................... '.........................Jefferson county, Georgia.
SHUMAN, SALLIE ........................................... ,................................Bryan county, Georgia.
TIMMONS, MATIE EI.LA...............................................................Carroll county, Georgia.
WELLS, JULIA R.............................................", .......................... Fulton county, Georgia.
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COLORED DEPARTMENT.
OFFICERS.

W. D. WILLIAMS.
S. A. W. COLEY
W. J. SELF
LEWIS WILLIAMS AND WIFE

PRINCIPAL.
TEACHEROF LITERATURE AND MUSIC.
TEACHER OF HANDICRHTS.
PREFECT AND MATRON.

~
COLORED PUPILS.
JOHN HOLLINGSWORTH
JOHN W. LEWIS
...
DOCK LINDLEY.
B. H. WOODWARD.
ELIJAH WILLLAMS
ANNA WILLIAMS

Bibb county, Georgia.
Warren county, Georgia.
Cobb county, Georgia.
Monroe county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.
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REPORT FOR COLORED DEPARTMENT.
MACON, 1st., October 1st, 1883.
GENTLEMEN-This department was organized November 1st,
1882. The building was not then in readiness, fully' to receive
the school. Partition walls in portions of the house had to be put
up; all the plastering to be done; some doors and windows to be
filled, and all inside work to be painted, etc., etc.; but it was deemed advisable not to delay longer the
opening of the school.
I was informed by intelligent colored men that a number of
blind youths of their race were anxiously waiting to make application for admission. The school has not increased, however,
according to my expectation in the matter of attendance- The
difficulty may arise from the ignorance of methods, and the means
of transportation, and, perhaps, from the want of influential
friends to aid and advise. The six pupils we have are doing well.
They are learning quite rapidly in literature and music, and the
older boys are doing, with a few months of training, very credit
able work in the shop.
The receipts of my office, as disbursing officer, have been:
From H. L. Jewett., treasurer
$ 690 07
From H. L. Jewett, Treasurer, in orders of the
Board '
,
Disbursements for construction
Disbursements for maintenance
---Balance in hand
The whole cost on property to date:
Cost of lot, abstract from report of last year
..
Material and construction of fence and house, 1882, from same
Construction of 1883, as above

4,300 00-$ 4,990 07
3,598 12
1,130 83- 4,728 95
$ 261 12
$ 2,697 00
7,252 24
3,598 12
$13,547 36

Respectfully submitted,
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal.
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
ACTION OF THE BOARD ON THE DEATH OF PETER SOLOMON, Esq. .
Death, inexorable death, has again entered our small circle, this
time striking down of the seven Trustees, the oldest, in the person
of the venerable and much loved PETER SOLOMON, who died on
November 1st, 1883, aged seventy-seven years two months and
twenty-seven days.
Mr. Solomon was elected as a Trustee of "The Georgia
Academy for the Blind" on January 4th, 1870, to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation of Col. Nathan Bass.
Since his election as a Trustee of this Institution he has been constant and true to every duty, setting an
example to us who survive, which we should imitate, but cannot hope to excel.. A Georgian by birth, for
half a century a resident of Macon, it was as well his pride as his delight to do all in his power to
advance this Academy and its inmates, one of Georgia's charities, as was his wont in private life.
Therefore,
Resolved, That, ill the death of PETER SOLOMON, Esq., who, for nearly fourteen years, was a most
earnest, useful and energetic
Trustee of this Academy, we feel that his death makes vacant a place and other performance of duties
which it will indeed be difficult to fill by another, be he ever so good and worthy.
Resolved, That the surviving Trustees desire to place on record
not only this memorial to the character of Mr. SOLOMON as a public officer, but, also, to express the
love and affection they bore him, to make record of the uniform courtesy and good feeling which ever
characterized his intercourse with each and all of us; and further, that we deem it a great privilege to
have been so long and so closely associated with so good a man.
Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be
entered on the Minutes of the Board of Trustees, and that a copy be furnished his widow.
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL TO THE TRUSTEES,
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, GEORGIA, October 1st, 1884.
GENTLEMEN: I submit, respectfully, the following as my Annual Report for the fiscal year just closed.
'
The appended roll of pupils shows that there have been in attendance during the year, sixty-three.
The average attendance has also been unusually high.
While we have had among the pupils at school no great amount of sickness and but one serious
case, the Academy has in the year been greatly bereaved-more bereaved than in any previous year of'
its history.
1st. In the death of a Trustee. Peter Solomon, a man venerable in all respects, died November 1st,
1883. It was my fortune and it was my pleasure to bold connectional relations with him for more
than a quarter of a century. With him in the same religious communion; associated with him in
offices of trust; under him as Trustee of this Academy, and often having business transactions with
him; I learned to esteem him as a man of rare prudence, virtue and integrity, and I feel that in his
death the Academy lost a valuable support and a wise counselor.
2d. In the death of a teacher. John Thomas Coley, died of consumption at the Academy. January
7th, 1884. He carne to this Institution when about eight years of age as a pupil from
Stewart county, totally blind. He made good progress in his studies, especially in music, and in a
few years he was able to give us valuable assistance in teaching less advanced pupils. 'Vith his
intellectual and musical progress there was in him a corresponding development of character. He
early attached himself to the Church, and with his talent for music he aided wherever he found
opportunity in the service of' Divine worship, and began to give lessons to outs de pupils, and with
small compensations received in these ways he was able to help his family at home in some very
important measure. Going on in modesty and diffidence, showing worth in every act, he was made,
on graduation, a full assistant in our Musical Department, and placed on a fixed salary. In 1876, he
was also elected permal1fnt organist of Mulberry Street Methodist Church of this city. About this
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time, or soon after, having saved up money enough to pay his
board in Atlanta, thither he went to submit himself to Dr. A. W. "
Calhoun for an operation for cataract. Dr. Calhoun kindly received him and treated this case without charge.
The operation was pre-eminently successful, and with the aid of glasses he became a seeing man. His life was
happy under the change, and his gratitude to his Heavenly Father, and also to the good doctor
was ever after marked and beautiful. Subsequently he aided with.
his means to give the same advantages to his similarly afflicted sisters and brothers, and the results in their
cases were likewise happy. Continuing his work in the Academy, and in the Church, and with outside music
pupils, about a year before his death he was chosen as an Assistant Professor of Music in the Wesleyan
Female College. His career became eminently prosperous, and was full of promise when death removed him.
Tried under the vicissitudes of fortune, rising from circumstances of extreme
adversity and the subject of a terrible deprivation, to a condition of comparative prosperity and to honorable
position, and relieved
of the burden of blindness, by using his talents in the cause of
usefulness, and by modestly discharging the duties of life, and in the constant practice of virtue and piety, he
grew to manhood
in favor with God and man, a noble example to his fellow sufferers and to the youth of the land as well. The
people who knew him honored and loved him. The raising of this young man and others like him, from
humble and adverse beginnings to positions of high respectability and true usefulness, must commend the
beneficence and the works of the Academy.
3d. The deaths of two pupils during vacation, at their homes:
1. John P. Bruce, of Bainbridge, was a youth of fair promise.
Notwithstanding he wa~ totally blind, he had ad qui red in the eight years he was with us good scholarship
for one of his age, and had also become a skillful musician. His graces of spirit even surpassed his
acquisitions of intel1ectual knowledge and musical proficiency. To me his death was truly sad-a disappointment of hope and a bereavement of affection.
2. Terrell B. Ragan, of Terrell county, was a youth of most excellent character, a devoted member of the
Church, and in all respects a worthy member of the School. His health was never very good, and this
doubtless interfered much with his studies, yet he was a good scholar in his class, a fair musician, and he was
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lovely in his life, and under all the disadvantages of his case his prospects for succesS in the future were good.
Both of these, bordering on the age of manhood, had made
such impressions in the house that their deaths are deplored by all.
The work of the School during the year can be best exhibited by the following statistical table, made out at the close of the term.
In the studies named, raised print books have been used as far as .
practicable, and the supply of publications extended; otherwise the instruction has been oral, using such text-books as are used in
the schools and colleges of the day. The teaching has not all been done by employed instructors; we have used the labor of our advanced
pupils whenever it could be profitably done and was

needed.
Number of classes in the---------------------------------------- .
DEPARTMENT OF LITERATURE.
Seven in Arithmetic-one completing Sanford's Common School
Arithmetic, three nearly through with the same, and
three in Sanford's Intermediate Arithmetic.
Three in Algebra.
One in Rhetoric.
One in English Composition.
Three in English Grammar.
One in Natural Philosophy.
One in Chemistry.
One in Astronomy.
One in Physical Geography.
One in Heathen Mythology.
One in Zoology.
One in " Wonder's in Insect Life."
One in Common School History.

One in Natural History.
Foul' in Raised Maps and the Globe.
One in Mitchell's Geography.
Two in Monteith's Geography.
Eleven in Reading Raised Print Books.
Six in Spelling.
Three in Etymology.
One in English Literature.
One in Point Type Writing.
One in Pencil Writing.
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MUSICAL DEPARTMENT.

Girls-

Boys-

General-

Twenty-four pupils on Piano.
Fifteen pupils on Organ.
Twelve pupils on Guitar.
Thirty-two pupils on Piano.
Twenty-four pupils on Organ.
Six pupils on Guitar.
Three pupils on Flute.
Fifteen pupils on Violin.
Two Classes in Singing.
Two Classes in Orchestra.
WORK DEPARTMENT.

Two Classes of Girls in Sewing, Knitting, Crocheting, etc.
Twelve Boys in Shop learning Cane work, Mattress and Broom making
.
The Work Department is managed according to what seems to be the necessities. Every female pupil is
trained, as far as practicable, in the branches of domestic work. There are many things of a purely ornamental
character that some blind girls can learn; some of them are truly striking to common observation, and they are
set down as specimens of marvelous skill, such as bead bottles, baskets, etc. Such things can be done here,
and, no doubt, would add interest to exhibitions, and, from the pitying public, would draw some little revenue
to the maker and vendor. My observation of this trade inclines me to believe that the compensation received
for such trifles has no very healthy results, and, in some cases, it has resulted in demoralizing pursuits,
whereas the attainments for domestic pursuits, and the capacity to do household work in families have greater
tendency to usefulness in life, and to minister to the possessor of such accomplishments a higher measure of
satisfaction.
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..
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE PRINCIPAL.
MAINTENANCE RECEIPTS..
Balance from last year..............................................$
259 88
Warrants of the Board. ................................................. 12,100 00
Reimbursement from Colored Department....................... 350 00
.
-'--$12,709 88..

DISBURSEMENTS.
1. Salaries... ............................................................................. $3,211 50
2. Housekeepers and Seamstresses .............................................. 432 00

3. Postage, Stationery and Writing Materials .................. 40 65 .
4. Travel and Carriage.................................................................. 108 10
5. School Expenses ........................................................................ 52 95
6. Musical Instruments and Expenses.............. ........................... 428 51
7. Work Material .................................................................
221 86
8. Pupils' Clothes.................................................................
510 35
9. House Furnishing ..................................................................... 316 33
10. Servant Hire ............................................................................. 817 95
11. Fuel and Lights .......................................................................887 01)
12. Provisions.............................................................................. 3,664 21
13. Special ..................., ................................................................. 492 95
14. Repairs and Improvements ..................................................1,323 59
---$12,50775
Balance.......................................................................................$202 13
ON ACCOUNT OF HEATING ARRANGEMENTS.

Contract of Messrs. O'Connor & Werst .......................................$4,125 00
Paid on same, 188~-3, Fee last Report
$J,OOO 00
Orders of Boaredreceived and paid on Balance
2,125 00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $4,125 00
In this place I would take occasion to remark:
We began the use of the heaters about the first of November,
and running with light pressure on one boiler, in about a week, from ignorance in regard to the use of valves, or mischievous
tampering with them by a servant, the boiler was disabled and
had to be taken out for repairs, and it was not returned and replaced until the necessity for heat in the house ceased. VV' e used,
through the winter, the other boiler only. The winter season was long, and we had some intensely cold weather. Mr. Henry Werst,
who put up the arrangements, had engaged, in his contract, to heat the building to seventy degrees Fahrenheit uniformly throughout,
using both boilers, with seven pounds of pressure on them, when the thermometer outside was at zero. He also stated
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to me that, using both boilers with four pounds pressure, we could have the same
temperature (seventy degrees) in our coldest weather here. Now the facts have
shown that, a1ter one boiler was disabled, and we could use but one, with it we
maintained the full temperature guaranteed, even in our coldest weather, with
never more than two and a half pounds pressure.
The heat is the most equable throughout the house, in both rooms and halls, and
delightful that I can conceive of; and, as a
result indicating its healthfulness, we had very few cases of colds and coughs in
the house, whereas, in previous years, we were tormented with them. The system
is very simple-largely automatic in its work-and any servant, who has capacity to
make and keep up a fire in an ordinary grate, can give all the attention necessary
to these boilers. and do the feeding with very nearly as little labor as is required
of him in the former case. The fires are outside of
the house, and greatly relieves us of apprehensions of accidents
therefore. A comparison of the fuel bills of last winter, with those of previous
years, when we were using from ten to twelve grates in our special rooms only,
under the eyes of some seeing person-with no heat in the halls, bedrooms of
pupils, and chapel-will show that our arrangement is very economical, perhaps
saving twenty-five per cent. in the expense of fuel.
3d. EXPENDITURES ON ACCOUNT OF OCULAR TREATMENT OF
PUPILS.
The appropriation made for this purpose was $500.00, which has been drawn. I
have drawn from the Treasurer, under the orders of the Board, $159.75. The sum
was expended for the boarding, washing and medicines, and some traveling
expenses of four pupils in Atlanta for treatment, in last year. Dr. Calhoun refused
any compensation for his services, giving as a motive therefor, reasons in full
accord with his well-known benevolent disposition and instincts. The number of
cases selected by him for treatment was four-three males and one female. The
little girl, after an operation in one eye, with some degree of success, was
discharged, because an inflammatory condition of health was discovered, which
would have probably vitiated every effort to remove the trouble. Her case was
postponed for future treatment, yet she has received, in that eye, some
improvement in vision.
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One of the boys treated by him-totally blind before is now"
a seeing person, able to read and write without glasses. He is
now at home, leading a useful life, and able to do work and transact business without the aid of others'
vision.
Another who is now with us is gaining in vision, with experience and practice. I think he will, in' no great while, acquire in this way, and as a result of the treatment,
with the aid of glasses, vision quite enough to read and write and discharge all the offices of life
requiring the uses of sight.
The case of the third boy was one that did not authorize much
hope. Yet he has been greatly benefited. He sees enough to go about unaided, could pull Out weeds and
grass growing among
vegetables in a garden, without injury to-the truck, and do many
useful things requiring sight. The gratitude of these beneficiaries for the aid given is characteristic.
We have six other cases waiting for proper opportunity to be placed under the care of Dr. Calhoun. They
would have been now in his hands but for circumstances of health and the heat of the season. I will take
them up as soon as conditions will allow.
These present different classes of trouble, but there is much hope
of improvement in them all. This small appropriation, made as it was, according to my convictions from
seeing results, was a most benevolent action on the part of the Legislature, and I am grateful to the Hon.
Mr. Jordan, of Hancock, for introducing the
measure and zealously taking it through to its enactment. I would be glad to see another special
appropriation of the same sum and under like conditions, and for like purposes, made at the next session
of the Legislature.
SUMMARY-RECEIPTS.

Balance from last year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 259 88
Reimbursellient from Colored Department. . . . . -350 00
Orders of Board for Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,100 00 Orders of Board for Heating
Apparatus. . . . . . . . .. 2,]25 00 Orders of Board for Ocular Treatment of four pupils. . .. 159 75.
--$14,994 63
DISBURSEMENTS.

For Maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,507 75
For Heating Contract. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,125 00
For Board of Patients in Atlanta. . . . . . 159 75-$14,792 50
$ 202 13
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ROIL OF PUPILS OF 1884
MALES.
NAME.

RESIDENCE.

ASTIN, CHARLES...................................................................

Campbell county, Georgia.

AYRS, HIRAM.. ......................................................................

Haralson county, Georgia.

BEKTON, J AMES

. : .....................................................

Brooks county, Georgia.

BLACK, RICHARD .................................................................

Chatham county, Georgia.

BROWN, OSBORN .................................................................

Cobb county, Georgia.

BRUCE, JOHN P......................................................................

Decatur county, Georgia.

CARGILE, WILLIE S ..............................................................

Bibb county, Georgia.

CASON, JOHN A .....................................................................

Richmond county, Georgia.

COLEY, S, A. W ......................................................................

'Stewart county, Georgia,

COLEY, WILLIE......................................................................

Stewart county, Georgia.

CORNWELL, WILLIAM D.....................................................

Jasper county, Georgia.

GRACE, WALTER F ...............................................................

Taylor county, Georgia.

GUNNEI,LS, DANIEL BENSON............................................

Banks county, Georgia.

HODNETT, HOPE

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................,

HURST, SHIRLEY............ :.....................................................

Meriwether county, Georgia.
Fulton county, Georgia.

JARRELL, GEORGE HARDY. ...............................................

Taylor county, Georgia.

JONES, ASA A.........................................................................

Mitchell county, Georgia.

JONES, GEORGE H ................................................................

Richmond county, Georgia.

JONES, WILLIE.......................................................................

Hall county, 'Georgia.

LINDSEY, WILLIE..................................................................

Fulton county, Georgia.

LITTLE, ALGERNON J

Troup county, Georgia.

MANDERSON, JESSE ............................................................

Wilkinson county, Georgia.

McKENZIE, J. H ......................................................................

Richmond county, Georgia.

McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS........................................................

Fulton county, Georgia.

McNIEL, ELLIE H ...................................................................

Randolph county, Georgia.

McN ORRELL, W. H.. .............................................................

Burke county, Georgia.

PARKS, J. BURTON................................................................

Crawford county, Georgia.

PEACOCK, WILLIAM L...................................................... ...

Wilkinson county, Georgia.

RAGAN, TERRELL.................................................................

Terrell county, Georgia.

SIMS, J OSEP'H .......................................................................'

Stewart county, Georgia.

SIMS, JACK ....................... .....................................................

Stewart county, Georgia.

SIMS, PAUL.............................................................................

Stewart county" Georgia.

STEWART, HEXRY S.............................................................

Jones county, Georgia.

TAFF, OSCAR WESLEY

'

......................................................

TAYLOR, JAMES... .. ..................................................
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Chattahoochie county, Georgia.
Laurens county, Georgia.

ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1884.
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FEMALES.
NAME.
RESIDENCE.
ABBOTT, SARAH............................................... Appling county, Georgia.
BAUGH, ANNIE................................................. Hancock county, Georgia.
CLARKE, ALICE................................................. ...Fulton county, Georgia.
CRAZE, MAGGIE ................................................ Walker county, Georgia.
DANIELS, BETTIE .................................................J ones county, Georgia.
DYSON, HATTIE .................................................. Wilkes county, Georgia.
EDGE, MINNIE . ...................................................Walker county, Georgia.
FINDLEY, EMMA................................................. ..Floyd county, Georgia.
,GREEN, EUGENIA R........................................... Macon county, Georgia.
HINDSMAN, NANNIE E".................................... Coweta county, Georgia.
HODGE, TENNESSEE 1. O ................................. Forsyth county, Georgia.
HORTON, ADDIE E.....................................
Mitchell county, Georgia
JOHNSON, OLLIE...............................................
Cobb county, Georgia.
JONES, ME~ISSA E ............................................ Mitchell county, Georgia.
JONES, RUTH ............................................................Hall county, Georgia.
LANDRUM, ORA.......................... ........................ Fulton county, Georgia.
LEONARD, ALICE .................................................... Lee county, Georgia.
MATHIS, JENNIE ................................................. Sumter county, Georgia.
MAYFIELD, MYRTLE .......................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
MCCABE, CHARLOTTE.................................... Appling connty, Georgia.
MUSE, THEODOSIA .................... ....................... Carroll county, Georgia.
REED, ESTELLE ...................................................Bartow county, Georgia.
ROBERTS, ANNA BELLE................................. Chatham county, Georgia.
ROGERS, ANNIE ................................................. .Tatnall county, Georgia.
RUSH, MARY BERTHA........................................Taylor county, Georgia.
RUSSELL, MOZELLE ................................. ...Jefferson county, Georgia
SHUMAN, SALLIE .................................................Bryan county, Georgia.
TIMMONS, MATTIE ELLA .. .............................. Carroll county, Georgia.
WELLS, JULIA R ................................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
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COLORED DEPARTMENT.

OFFICERS.
W. D. WILLIAMS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . PRINCIPAL.
S. A. W. COLEY. . . TEACHER OF LITERATURE AND MUSIC.
W. .T. SELF. . . . . . . . . . TEACHER OF HANDICRAFTS.
LEWIS WILLIAMS AND WIFE. . PREFECT AND MATRON.
COLORED PUPILS.
MOSES DRANE. . . . . . . . . . .
Talbot county, Georgia.
JOHN HOLLINGSWORTH. . . . . . . . Bibb county, Georgia.
JOHN W. LEWIS. . . . . . . . . .
Warren county. Georgia.
DOCK LINDLEY. . . . . . . . . . .
Cobb county, Georgia.
B. H. WOODWARD. . . . . . . . . Monroe county, Georgia.
ELIJAH WILLIAMS. . . . . . . . . .
Bibb county, Georgia.
ANNIE WILLIAMS. . . . . . . . . . .
Bibb county, Georgia.
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, GA., October 1st, 1884.
Gentlemen: I can almost repeat as the report of this year the brief report I submitted a year ago. We
have received but one new pupil in this department and we have lost one by death. Annie Williams
died at her home in the vacation. I have had since the vacation but one application. This was for the
admission of a boy manifestly an improper subject for the school on account of a disease depriving him
of the power of locomotion. I made, in the vacation, personal visits to counties containing large colored
populations. In one place I found a boy whose mother would have gladly turned him over to me, but it
was apparent that he was suffering with a loathsome, infectious disease propably inherited, and,
moreover, was decidedly idiotic.
I could hear of colored blind children in some places, but I could not sufficiently ascertain their names
and places of abode to find them without a great loss of time. I met and made short
addresses before some religious bodies of the race, and I found their leaders willing to promise help
and co-operation, but as yet nothing has resulted. Of the twenty-five reported to me four years ago as
ready and anxious to enter as soon as the Institution should be opened for their benefit, but few can
now be found, and some of these are supporting themselves and aiding friends so-called with the
results of street and way-side begging. I have made appeals to county officials without success-perhaps
this is the year in which elections are pending, but under the idea
of a Blind Asylum we would get many inmates, both the aged and the young. (END EXCERPT)
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GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.

ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1885.
MALES.
NAME.
RESIDENCE.
ASKEW, JAMES W.................................... Coweta county, Georgia.
ASTIN, CHARLES ..................................Campbell county; Georgia.
BENTON, JAMES .......................................Brooks county, Georgia.
BLACK, RICHARD.................................. Chatham county, Georgia.
BROWN, OSBORN ........................................Cobb county, Georgia.
CARGIL,E, WILLIE S................
Bibb county, Georgia.
COLEY, S. A. W ................................ ........ Stewart county, Georgia.
CORNWELL, WILI,IAM D...................... : .. Jasper county, Georgia.
FORTUNE, RICHARD C ............................. 'Floyd county, Georgia.
GRACE, WALTER F....................................Taylor county, Georgia.
GUNNELLS, DANIEL BENSON ................ Banks county, Georgia.
HAND, KLEBER
DeKalb county, Georgia.
HAYS, AMBROSE ... ............................ .McDuffie county, Georgia.
HINTON, G. W
Jefferson county, Georgia.'
HODNETT, HOPE
Meriwether county, Georgia.
HURST, SHIRLEY ......................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
JARRELL, GEORGE HARDY.......... , .........Taylor county, Georgia.
JONES, ASA A ..........................................Mitchell county, Georgia.
JONES, GEORGE H ...............................Richmond county, Georgia.
JONES, WILLIE ........... .................................. Hall county, Georgia.
LINDSEY, WILLTE ..................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
LITTLE, ALGERNON J ................................Troup county, Georgia.
MANDERSON, JESSE ...........................Wilkinson county, Georgia.
McKENZIE, J. H .................................... Richmond county, Georgia.
McLEES, R. Gustavus................................... Fulton county, Georgia.
McNIEL, ELLIE H.. ............................... Rando1ph county, Georgia.
PARKS, J. BURTON ............................... Crawford county, Georgia.
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L .......................Wilkinson county, Georgia.
PIRKLE, P. P..............
Jackson county, Georgia.
RADFORD, G. W. P ....................................Walton county, Georgia.
SIMS, JOSEPH .......... ......................... ' .. ...Stewart county, Georgia.
SIMS, JACK................................. ........... ...Stewart county, Georgia.
SIMS, PAUL ............................................... Stewart county, Georgia.
STEWART, HENRY S ...................................Jones county, Georgia.
TAFF, OSCAR WESI.EY .......
Chattahoochee county, Georgia.
TAYLOR, JAMES. ....................................,Laurens county, Georgia.
TIMMONS, J ORN ......................... ......... ...Carroll county, Georgia.
TYNER, CLARKE......................................... ..Jasper county, Georgia.
WATSON, JOHN..........................................Taylor county, Georgia.
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ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.

7

~.

FEMALES.
NAME.

RESIDENCE.

ABBOTT, SARAH ............................Appling county, Georgia.
BAUGH, ANNIE............. ............... Hancock county, Georgia.
CANNON, LEILA........... ........... .......Carroll county, Georgia.
CRAZE, MAGGIE ............................. Walker county. Georgia.
DANIELS, BETTIE.......... ,.................. J ones county, Georgia.
DYSON, HATTIE... ...........................'Wilkes county, Georgia.
EDGE MINNIE ............ ..................... Walker county, Georgia.
GREEN, EUGENIA R.........................Macon county, Georgia.
GRESHAM, LETHEA ....................... Walton county, Georgia.
HINDSMAN, NANNIE E ...................Coweta county Georgia.
HODGE, TENNESSEE I. 0...............'Forsyth county, Georgia.
HORTON, ADDIE E ........................ Mitchell county, Georgia.
JOHNSON, OLLIE
Cobb county, Georgia
JONES, MELISSA E, ....................... Mitchell county, Georgia.
JONES, RUTH......................................... Hall county, Georgia.
LANDRUM, ORA............................... Fulton county, Georgia.
LEONARD, ALICE......................... ........Lee county, Georgia.
LONG, KATE......................................... Bibb county, Georgia.
MATHIS, JENNIE............................ Sumpter county, Georgia.
MAYFIELD, MYRTI,E.................... ...Fulton county, Georgia.
MCCABE, CHARLOTTE .................Appling county, Georgia.
MUSE, THEODOSIA..........................Carroll county, Georgia.
REED, ESTELLE ............ .................. Bartow county, Georgia.
ROBERTS, ANNA BELLE.. ........ Chatham county, Georgia.
ROGERS, ANNIE ....... """'" ............. Tatnall county, Georgia.
RUSH, MARY BERTHA ' ................. Taylor county, Georgia.
RUSSELL, MOZELLE................... Jefferson county, Georgia.
SHUMAN, SALLIE ............................ Bryan county, Georgia.
TIMMONS, MATTIE ELLA"........... Carroll county, Georgia.
WELLS. JULIA R .............................. Fulton county, Georgia.
WHITE, LENA ........................................ DeKalb county, Georgia.

Refmad1885pupilsp7

162

COLORED DEPARTMENT

OFFICERS
W. D. WILLIAMS, A. M..........
S. A. W. COLEY ......................
W. J. SELF ................................
LEWIS WILLIAMS AND WIFE

CHURCH, ALONZO.................
DRAKE, MOSES......................
GRIGGS, HAL..........................
HOLLINGSIVORTH, JOHN ...
LEWIS, JOHN W .....................
LINDLEY, DOCK ....................
MOORE, MOSE-,.....................
PHIPPS, WILLIAM..................
ROBERTSON, HENRY ...........
WOODWARD, B. H. '..............
WILLIAMS, ELIJAH ...............
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PRINCIPAL.
TEACHER OF LITERATURE AND MUSIC.

TEACHER OF HANDICRAFTS.
PREFECT AND MATRON.

COLORED PUPILS
Bibb county, Georgia.
Talbot county, Georgia.
Putnam county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.
Warren county, Georgia.
Cobb county, Georgia.
Pulaski county, Georgia.
Walker county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
Monroe County, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND.
REPORT FOR T'HE COLORED DEPAR'MENT
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, GA., October 1st, 1885
GENTLEMEN: The accessions to this Department during the
year since our last Report has been five, making the number now in I actual attendance eleven; all
males, The applications for admission
of three others (boy,) have baen received and granted, but they
have not yet come in and may not do so, as experience has shown that from ignorance or lack of
means on the part of the parents or other friends, the blind of this race are not promptly sent to us.
The work being done in the School is good. The pupils make progress in the three departments.
Some of them are fair scholars in the literature taught them. Some take musical instruction
readily, and several are good mechanics in our branches of handicraft. We
gave our first Exhibition .at the close of our last term, which was a
success, and highly appreciated by a good attendance or colored people. Some of the more
advanced of the boys find employment as organists in churches, and have given lessons in music
to the children of their race.
The receipts and expenditures have been for the year
RECEIPTS.
Balance from last year........................."$41 58
Orders of the Board.. ,.................... 2,050 00
-- $2,091 53
DISBURSEMENTS.
Superintendence, Teaching and Service,
$ 916 00
Construction, Furniture, etc ............................ 352 43
Bibles and Musical Instruments ....
.. 277 10
Provisions................. ...................................... 303 23
Insurance, and sundry small items, ................. 286 72
--- $2,195 48
-Balance in excess ............ ,
$103 90
Respectfully submitted,
W. D. WILLIAMS, Principal.
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1886 report

MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS.
HON. THADDEUS GOODE ROLT.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, GA., March,15th, 1886.
The undersigned, having been appointed a committee to draft
suitable resolutions in reference to the death of Judge T. G. HOLT,
beg leave to present the following,: .
Judge THADDEUS GOODE HOLT was elected a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Georgia Academy for the Blind, on the
21st November, 1876, as the successor of Col. WASHINGTON POE,
deceased. Col. POE was esteemed for his long and zealous services
in behalf of the Academy, as well as distinguished for his superior
character, gifts and qualifications for the trust, and more than
ordinary care was exercised in the selection of his successor. Judge
HOLT, by reason Of his antecedents, learning and culture, social
position and public spirit, was chosen, and in the first years of
his connection with the Board, gave earnest attention to all
the duties of his position. Later, by reason of family bereavements,
ill health and financial troubles, as well as attention to the duties
of a judicial office of the county, his attendance was less regular,
though his earnest interest jn the Institution continued unabated to
he end of life. He died suddenly, on Sunday morning, January
19th, 1886. We therefore submit the following resolutions:
1st. Resolved, That in the death of Judge THADDEUS GOODE HOLT,
this Board lost a kind, generous and useful co-laborer, and the
beneficiaries of this Institution a sympathizing and worthy friend.
2nd. Resolved, That we tender our earnest sympathy, in their so
sudden and sore bereavement, to the family of the deceased.
3rd. Resolved, That the Secretary of this Board be requested to
forward to the family of our deceased friend a copy of this paper.
Respectfully submitted, BEN. O. SMITH, '
HENRY L. JEWETT,
Committee.
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1886 report
MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS.. 7

HON. LEWIS NEAL WHITTLE.
GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON,.GA, March 17th, 1886
The undersigned, having been appointed a committee to draft. suitable resolutions in reference to the
death of Col. N.WHITTLE,. the late President of the Board of Trustees. of the Georgia Academy for the
Blind, feel that they cannot do better than 'to embody: in their report that of the Principal of the
Institution to the Board.
at its recent monthly meeting, which was in the language following:
We .are again called to note the death of a Trustee, and,. in this case, for the second time in the history
of the Board, that of its President, Co1. LEWIS NEAL WHITTLE; whose death occurred on the
morning of the 17th of January, 1886.
.
Co1. WHITTLE was elected a Trustee May 4th, 1854, to fill the,
place made vacant by the death of EDWIN B. WEED, Esq., a member of the original body corporate of
the Georgia Academy for the Blind. .
'
'
As a member of the Board, Co!. WHITTLE was. Actively con-'
cerned in all those measures which looked to the permanent location of the Academy on its present site,
in procuring from the General Assembly the necessary appropriations of funds, and in the
erection of the buildings which it now occupies.
,
On the 24th of July, 1881, he was elected to fill the, office of, 'I
President of the Board, made vacant by the death of Doctor JAMES MERCER GREEN.
Subsequently, when it was determined to open a department for the benefit of the blind youths of the
colored race of the State, he became active and influential in all the measures pertaining to obtaining
needful appropriations from the General Assembly; in' the selection and purchase of the lots for its
location, in the erection
of the buildings, and in the organization and opening of the school.
" Generally, as a Trustee and President of the Board alike, his zeal for the interests of the Academy was
unfailing, and his attention to all departments of the trust was prompt and, earnest. The Records show
but few, if any names, more regular in attendance at,
the meetings of the Board than his. '
"His abounding charities, private and public; his connection with
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1886 report
educational and benevolent institutions, his devotion to the cause he
Thought was right, and his detestation of all apprehended wrong,
Are well known to this Board and to the public as well. A life of
Sorrow and bereavements, and in late years of much physical suffering and disability, seemed not to
have stifled or abated his instincts for active usefulness. The large attendance of all classes of citizens at
his late residence, at Christ’s Church, and at his grave, on the
Occasion of his funeral, attests the bereavement felt in this city and
Throughout the circle of his influence on account of his death, and
The high appreciation of him as a public spirited citizen . He is
Gone. The causes in which he took so much interest are left to the
Care of his co-laborers. Th us remain his example and his
memory.
We recommend the adoption of the following resolutions:
1st Resolved, That in the death of Lewis Neal Whittle, our
Late President, this body has lost an efficient and zealous co-laborer
A prudent and punctual presiding officer, and faithful friend of the
Cause of the education of the blind.
2nd Resolved, That we tender to the family of our deceased friend
Our deepest sympathy on account of this sore bereavement.
3rd Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to send a copy
Hereof to the family of the deceased.
Respectfully submitted,
BEN. C. SMITH
HENRY L. JEWETT
Committee
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ROLL OF PUPILS OF 1886.
NAME

MALES

ASKEW, JAMES W
BENTON, JAMES
:.
BLACK, RICHARD. ..;
CARGILE, WILLIE S..."
:
CHILDS, HOMER ,H
COLEY, S. A. W
CORNWELL, WILLIAM D. ...
FORTUNE, RICHARD C
GRACE, WALTER F ~
..
GUNNELLS, DANIEL BENSON
HAND, KLEBER
...;
..
HAYS, AIMBROSE
HINTON, G. W.
HODNETT, HOPE
JARRELL, GEORGE HARDY
JONES, ASA A,
JONES, GEORGE H
JONES, WILLIE
KING, WILLIAM
LITTLE, ALGERNON J
McKENZIE, J. H
McLEES, R. GUSTAVUS
McNEAL, FRANK J
McNIEL, ELLIE H
PARKS, J. BURTON
PEACOCK, WILLIAM L
PIRKLE, P. P
RADFORD, G. W. P
SIMS, JACK ...
SIMS, PAUL
STEWART, HENRY S
STRICKLAND, FRANK H
TAFF, OSCAR W
TAYLOR, JAMES
THRAILKILL, FRANK D
TIMMONS, JOHN
TIMMONS, OSCAR T
TRITT, JAMES C
WATSON, JOHN

RESIDENCE.

:.

.

Coweta county, Georgia;.
Brooks county, Georgia.
Cobb county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.~
Glynn county, Georgia. ,
Stewart county, Georgia.
Jasper county, Georgia.
Floyd county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia.
Banks county,. Georgia,
DeKalb county, Georgia.
McDuffee county, Georgia.
Jefferson county; Georgia
Meriwether county, Georgia..
Taylor county, Georgia. \
Mitchell county, Georgia.
Richmond county, Georgia.
Hall county, Georgia.
Mclntosh county, Georgia.'
Troup county, Georgia.
Richmond county, Georgia:
Fulton comity, Georgia.
Marion county, Georgia.
Randolph county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
Wilkinson county, Georgia.
Jackson county, Georgia.
Walton county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Stewart county, Georgia.
Jones county, Georgia.'
Fulton county, Georgia.
Chattahoochee county, Georgia.
Laurens county, Georgia.
Whitfield county, Georgia.
Carroll county, Georgia.
Carroll county, Georgia.
Muscogee county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia.
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GORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND
FEMALES
NAME

RESIDENCE

Abbott, Sarah
Baugh, Annie
Burdick, Minnie
Cannon, Leila
Craze, Maggie
Green, Eugenia R.
Gresham, Lethea
Hodge, Tennessee I. O.
Hunt, Mamie
Johnson, Ollie
Joiner, Nannie A.
Jones, Melissa E
Jones, Ruth
Landrum, Ora
Leonard, Alice
Long, Kate
Mathis, Jennie
Mayfield, Mrytle
McCabe, Charlotte
McCay, Katie T.
McNeal, Sallie F.
Muse, Theodosia
Payne, Rosa
Rebarer, Madgie
Reed, Estelle
Roberts, Anna Belle
Roberts, Leila
Roberts, Minnie
Roberts, Annie
Rush, Mary Bertha
Russell, Moselle
Schuman, Sallie
Silver, Leah
Sims, Alice
Wells, Julia R.
White, Lena
Yale, Mary A.

Appling county Georgia
Hancock County Georgia
Bibb county, Georgia
Carroll county Georgia
Walker county Georgia
Macon County Georgia
Walton County Georgia
Forsythe County Georgia
Muscogee County
Cobb county Georgia
Taylor County Georgia
Mitchell County Georgia
Hall County Georgia
Fulton County Georgia
Lee county Georgia
Bibb county Georgia
Sumpter county
Fulton county Georgia
Appling County Georgia
Fulton county Georgia
Marion county Georgia
Carroll County Georgia
Fulton County Georgia
Chatham county Georgia
Bartow county Georgia
Bibb county Georgia
Bibb county Georgia
Irwin county Georgia
Tatnall county Georgia
Muscogee county Georgia
Jefferson County Georgia
Chatham County Georgia
Fulton County Georgia
Carroll County Georgia
Fulton County Georgia
DeKalb county Georgia
Richmond county, Georgia
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COLORED DEPARTMENT
1866 REPORT
OFFICERS AND PUPILS.
OFFICERS.
W. D. WILLIAMS, A. M
WALTER F. GRACE..
W: S. CARGILE
W. J. SELF
NANCY WILLIAMS ..

PRINCIPAL.
TEACHER OF LITERATURE AND MUSIC.
TEACHER OF LITERATURE AND MUSIC.
TEACHER OF HANDICRAFTS.
MATRON.
COLORED PUPILS.

CHUROH, ALONZO ,
DRANE, MOSES
GRIGGS, HAL
HOLLINGSWORTH, JOHN
LEWIS, JOHN W
LINDLEY, DOOK
MOORE, MOSES
PHIPPS, WILLIAM
ROBERTSON, HENRY
:
RUFFIN, SHERMAN
WOODWARD, B. H
WILLIAMS, ELIJAH
BRADLEY, NANNIE

Bibb county, Georgia;
Talbot county, Georgia.
Putnam county, Georgia.
Bibb county, Georgia.
Warren county, Georgia.
Cobb county, Georgia.
Pulaski county, Georgia.
Walker county, Georgia.
Crawford county, Georgia.
Taylor county, Georgia
Monroe county, Georgia.
Bibb County, Georgia.
Wilkinson county, Georgia.
.
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REPORT FOR THE COLORED DEPARTMENT.

GEORGIA ACADEMY FOR THE BLIND,
MACON, October 1st, 1886.
GENTLEMEN.: During the year there has been but one admission.
to this school, making the number on the roll twelve. We hear
. of colored blind children in various sections, and have received and answered favorably applications
for the admission of some. of
them, but they have not come forward as was expected, and upon inquiry I have learned some aunt or
grandmother or other persons have interposed with frivolous suggestions, etc. Some have moved.
off to other sections and gotten out of reach.
Those that we have under training are doing well and making good progress. A few of them are already
qualified to that degree which will enable them to earn a living for themselves.
Death has visited this School. Dock Lindley came to us in a very scrofulous condition, which soon run
into consumption, of which disease he died last May. Our Prefect, Lewis Williams, had an attack of
paralysis in the Summer of 1885,. of which he died in June. He was well educated, modest, prudent and
faithful in his place. In the days of slavery he acquired a considerable measure of .
culture and learning, and ever enjoyed the fullest confidence and
respect of his master. I have not found his equal for the place he filled with us, and hence have not filled
it yet with a successor.
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This ends this accounting of the Georgia Academy for the Blind, Macon Georgia
Transcribed by Margie A. Daniels
Proof read by Millie Stewart
Technical advisor Brenda Pierce
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