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10/24/1856  Carl Friedrich Phillipp Held arrived in New Orleans from Bremen aboard 
the  Ship Hermann, it’s Captain  was  Edward Higgins,,  C. F. Held was listed as 
passenger number 193 occupation listed as farmer and his age was listed as 25.  
Destination appears to have been St. Louis. 

Figure 1 - Page listing steerage passenger  arrivals on Hermann, at New Orleans, 10/24/1855 
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Figure 2 Hermann 1847 

Lithograph of the HERMANN with 2 stacks after her second set of boilers was installed in 1851. Peabody 
Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts. Source: Cedric Ridgely-Nevitt, American Steamships on the 
Atlantic (Newark: University of Delaware Press, c1981), p. 134. 

The steamship HERMANN was built for the Ocean Steam 
Navigation Co by Jacob A. Westervelt & William Mackey, New York, 
and was launched on 30 September 1847. Original configuration: 
1,734 45/95 tons; 234 feet 11 inches x 39 feet 6 inches x 31 feet 7 
inches; 1 funnel (short, tucked in between the paddle boxes), 3 
masts (bark rig); wooden construction, 3 decks, square stern, 
billethead, figurehead of Hermann, the Germanic hero; side-wheel 
propulsion, 2 side-lever engines (Novelty Iron Works, New York), 
bore 6 feet x stroke 10 feet, 12 psi, 11 revolutions per minute, 
aproximate ihp 821 (measured in service); diameter of paddle 
wheels 36 feet, width of floats 8 feet; service speed 9 knots; 
accommodation for approximately 180 passengers in 1st class; cost 
$360,000 (Ridgely-Nevitt) / $410,000 (Kemble). 
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The HERMANN was the second of two steamships completed for the Ocean Steam Navigation 
Co, which had been incorporated in May 1846 to carry the mails between New York and 
Continental Europe for a renewable term of five years. The mail contract offered two alternatives: 
(1) the company could build two steamships and send them to Bremerhaven, with two sailings 
per month from New York, for an annual payment of $400,000, or (2) if, preferred, once all four 
steamships were built it could dispatch the other two of them to Le Havre, with once sailing a 
month from New York to Bremen and one sailing a month from New York to Le Havre, for an 
annual payment of $350,000. The lesser amount of this second alternative was in consideration 
of the shorter distance from New York to Le Havre. 

The HERMANN was laid down sometime after the launch of her sister ship, the WASHINGTON, 
on 30 January 1847, the delay in starting being the result of financial problems, the company 
being unable to raise sufficient capital to fund her construction. Her intended name was 
LAFAYETTE, suggesting that the company intended to use her on the proposed New York-Le 
Havre service. However, she was launched as HERMANN. She was outwardly identical to the 
WASHINGTON, but was four and one half feet longer, almost a foot broader, and surveyed at 74 
tons more; her weather deck was clear except for the wheel house aft and two small houses near 
the paddle boxes which served as entryways to the cabins below. On the main deck was the 
Grand Saloon, over 85 feet long, with "family" rooms for four to six passengers installed on the 
deck below. 

21 March 1848, maiden voyage, Eleazer Crabtree, master, New York - Halifax (entered in 
distress, 28 March) - Cowes (arrived 11 April) - Bremen; 600 miles out encountered a storm and 
for 40 hours lay to, head to sea, making no progress; headrails smashed, part of the overhanging 
housing of the wheels torn away, and the hull deflected so much that both injection pipes carrying 
water into the condensers were broken; repaired at Halifax and proceeded. On return passage, 
sailed from Bremerhaven 19 April, calling at Southampton for further engine repairs; sailed from 
Southampton 6 May, arriving off Sandy Hook 21 May, but forced to wait 36 hours for the fog to 
clear before she could come up to her dock; passengers included a dozen camels and two Arab 
drivers, especially imported from Egypt by the S. B. Howes Circus. 

The HERMANN made 4 voyages in 1848 and 5 in 1849, most of them marked by mechanical 
difficulties, a result of the fact that her hull, like that of the WASHINGTON, was insufficiently rigid 
to counter the weight of the paddle wheels, shafting, and machinery, which resulted in frequent 
breaking of pipes and shafts. In addition, while the engines were large enough to propel the ship 
at a respectable speed, the boilers failed to raise sufficient pressure to power them effectively, 
and what steam they did produce required the consumption of inordinate quantities of coal. 9 
October 1850 - 29 March 1851, HERMANN withdrawn from service for modifications; two original 
boilers replaced by four smaller ones; short single funnel tucked in between the paddle boxes 
replaced by two much taller funnels, very close together, fore of the paddle boxes; service speed 
increased to 10.5 knots; bark rig retained, but the main yard usually stowed on deck, giving the 
rig the appearance of a barkentine. 

Upon the outbreak of the Crimean War in 1854, France and England began to charter transport to 
carry men and supplies to the Black Sea. The Cunard Line lost so many steamships to war 
service that she abandoned the New York half of her operations after December 1854. As a result 
of the withdrawal of British ships, the Ocean Steam Navigation Co's Bremen service gained 
freight and passengers, and 1855 became the most successful year in the line's history. 
However, with the end of hostilities, the chartered vessels returned home, interrupted routes were 
resumed, and many new services planned. In June 1856, the Hamburg-America Line initiated 
steamship service between Hamburg and New York, and in December 1856, a consortium of 
Bremen merchants founded Norddeutscher Lloyd, ordering four screw steamships of over 2,000 
tons apiece, to be placed in service in 1858. On 25 April 1857, the British steamship QUEEN OF 
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THE SOUTH, sailed from Bremen via Southampton for New York. On the American side of the 
Atlantic, Cornelius Vanderbilt turned from the New York - California trade to the transatlantic 
trade, and on 16 April 1857 his steamship ARIEL inaugurated his service between New York and 
Bremen. With revenues declining disastrously as other lines entered the field, and without the 
funds to replace its aging ships, the Ocean Steam Navigation Co was forced to complete its 
existing mail contract and to go out of business. 1 June 1857, expiration of the mail contract. 17 
June 1857, last voyage, Bremen - Southampton - New York (47 roundtrip voyage completed). 

31 July 1857, offered for sale together with the WASHINGTON, but because of a severe 
business depression the vessels were not sold until they were purchased at auction for $40,000 
in June 1858 by the newly formed California, New York & European Steamship Co. 

23 August 1858, Edward Cavendy, master (and part owner), sailed from New York for San 
Francisco with over 500 passengers. Capt. Cavendy had only $300 on board to finance the 
voyage; called for coal at Valparaiso (18 September), Lota, Chile, and Valparaiso (24 October), 
the purchases made on credit, with bonds on the ship left as surety. At Valparaiso, Capt. 
Cavendy received orders from New York instructing him to call at Panama, to pick up passengers 
from the WASHINGTON, which was supposed to stop at Aspinwall on her way to the Pacific. 9 
November 1858, arrived at Panama; Capt. Cavendy found no passengers and no news of the 
WASHINGTON, which he expected to meet. The California, New York & European Steamship Co 
had failed and had been replaced by an organization of even more dubious integrity, the 
American Atlantic & Ship Canal Co, whose agent in Panama had no credentials, no funds and a 
large, unpaid hotel bill. The agent presented Capt. Cavendy with a letter ordering the HERMANN 
to stop at San Juan del Sur, on the western coast of Nicaragua, to meet passengers on the 
WASHINGTON, which was to have sailed from New York on 6 November for San Juan del Norte, 
on the eastern coast of Nicaragua. Unable to purchase coal because the freight bill was unpaid, 
and as part owner of the ship facing financial ruin in New York on account of her debts, Capt. 
Cavendy left the HERMANN under the command of the first officer, Mr. Patterson, and returned 
to New York to rescue his situation. Using the coal and provisions still on board, Patterson sailed 
the HERMANN to San Francisco, where she arrived on 27 November 1858. 

February 1859, seized at San Francisco by the authorities for her debts and sold by the U.S. 
Marshal to Capt. George Wright for $40,000; made one trip to the Northwest coast, after which 
she was said to have been "bought off" by the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. The HERMANN saw 
little service on the Pacific, as she was not adapted for tropical service to Panama and was too 
costly to send on the northern run to the Columbia river. By this time she had lost her bowsprit, 
clipper bow, and figurehead; the stem was now straight, with a forward rake. Winter 1862-63, 
made one voyage from San Francisco to Panama for M. O. Roberts's People's Line. 14 August 
1866, auctioned off to T. J. L. Smiley for $17,000, and by him sold to the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Co. 14 November 1866, proceeded to Mare Island, to be refitted for a voyage to Yokohama, 
where the Pacific Mail planned to use her as a store ship and spare steamer. 1 March 1867, 
sailed from San Francisco for Yokohama. Since she was still an operational, a rarity in Japanese 
waters, it was soon considered more profitable to put her to active use, and in 1868 she was 
placed in coastwise service, from time to time being chartered as a transport by feudal Japanese 
authorities. 13 February 1869, en route from Yokohama to the Straits of Sangar, wrecked on 
Point Kawatzu, with a loss of over half the 350 Japanese troops aboard. 

Sources: Cedric Ridgely-Nevitt, American Steamships on the Atlantic (Newark: 
University of Delaware Press, c1981), pp. 132-139, 357, 358, 367; John Haskell 
Kemble, The Panama Route, 1848-1869, University of California Studies in 
History, 29 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1943), pp. 230-231; Noel 
Reginald Pixell Bonsor, North Atlantic Seaway; An Illustrated History of the 
Passenger Services Linking the Old World with the New (2nd ed.; Jersey, 
Channel Islands: Brookside Publications), vol. 1 (1975), pp. 186-189. 
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Voyages: 

1. U.S. mail steamship HERMANN, Capt. [Eleazer] Crabtree, arrived at  New York on 7 
April 1850, from Bremen 15 March, via Southampton 20 March, with merchandise and 84 
passengers (including 2 found stowed away "after we left the Needles"; 45 passengers 
from Bremen), to the Ocean Steam Navigation Co. Passenger manifest dated 8 April 
1850, National Archives MicrofilmPublication M237, roll 86, list #190 for 1850.  

 

 
 

 
Figure 3  Hermann & sister ship Washington, Upper Bay of New York 

 

Oil painting (detail) of the steamships WASHINGTON and HERMANN in the Upper Bay of New York, with Fort William, Governor's Island, in the 
background, signed "J[ames] E[dward] Buttersworth", about 1860. 69,2 x 87 cm. Mystic Seaport Museum, Mystic, Connecticut, Inv. Nr. 38.561. 
Source: Amerikanische Schiffsbilder; Gemälde und Aquerelle des 18. bis 20. Jahrhunderts aus amerikanischen Sammlungen, Sonderausstellung 
anläßlich des 200jährigen Jubliäums der amerikanischen Unabhängigkeit 7. Mai bis 20. Juni 1976 (Hamburg: Altonaer Museum in Hamburg / 
Norddeutsches Landesmuseum, [1976], Farbtafel 14. Note that Buttersworth cannot have painted this likeness of the HERMANN from life, since she 
never had a single tall funnel. He most probably used as his model a representation of the WASHINGTON after her refit of November 1849/March 
1850, when her short funnel tucked in between the paddle boxes was replaced by a much taller one very far forward. 


