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Uehling, Snyder, Glencoe, Hooper, Scribner, North Bend, and Winslow will be 
presented in the ENGS Summer and Fall 2019 Quarterlies.  The Winter quarterly will 
begin a series of quarterlies with photos and stories of early Dodge County Schools. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

With this issue the Tribune presents to its readers a record of the development and 
growth of Fremont and Dodge County for the past year. 
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FREMONT 
 
The opinion has prevailed that the record for the 
year 1908 would fall short of that of past years.  
This is not the case however so far as the building 
record of Fremont is concerned, nor in fact of the 
county as a whole.  Four handsome business 
blocks have been erected, and the residence 
section has sixty-nine new houses to its credit, as 
compared with sixty-five for 1907.  These new 
buildings are handsome and commodious 
residences and neat and attractive cottages, fitted 
in most cases with every convenience to make 
them modern.  Most of the building this year has 
been on inside lots in the older parts of the city, with 
the result that many of our streets show a marked 
improvement. 
 
In addition to the new residences many homes 
have been remodeled and made modern.  Also 
many additions have been built and a long list of 
general improvements helps to swell the aggregate 
above the expenditure of last year. 
 
What is said of Fremont is true throughout the 
county.  The various towns have all had a nice 
building record.  Business blocks and handsome 
residences have been erected and while no large 
public improvements have been undertaken a 
healthful and steady growth is evident.  Many large 
and commodious country homes are a feature of 
the year’s growth.  The farmers have had a very 
prosperous year and a result has been a liberal 
expenditure for large and well appointed barns, 
cattle sheds and yards and other farm 
improvements.   
 
Rumors of panic and business depression were 
overcome in Dodge county by the splendid crops 
that were produced and the high price for which these crops were sold.  The year 1908 has 
been a prosperous year in this county and business men and farmers feel satisfied with 
results.  The building and improvement record shows an expenditure of nearly a million and 
three quarters. 
 
 
The Municipal Light and Water Plant 
The largest public improvement of the past year is the municipal light and water plant.  The 
rapid growth of the city and the increased demand for these conveniences rendered the old 
plant utterly inadequate.  The new electric plant is modern in all its details and has ample 
capacity for the needs of the city.  It is installed in a new building 100 feet square, which 
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combines good architectural effect, for the exterior with convenient arrangements for the 
placing of the machinery within. 
 
The building of the new quarters and installing of the new equipment on the site of the former 
plant without causing inconvenience to the consumers of light and water was one of the 
difficult problems which had to be solved.  The work, however, is practically completed and 
those in charge are to be congratulated on their success in meeting this problem. 
 
The boiler room is 66x48 feet.  Here are installed three two hundred and fifty horse power 
water tube boilers equipped with automatic stokers.  A water purifier, electric elevator and 
other equipment essential to make it modern in every particular are also in this room.  
Connected with the boiler room is an underground coal storage with a capacity of three 
hundred tons. 
 
The electric plant occupies a room of the same size as the boiler room.  Here are installed 
the engines and dynamos; also the switch board, which is one of the latest and best on the 
market.  In the basement the same size as the electric light room and ten feet in height is the 
condensing apparatus. 
 
The capacity of the plant is three hundred seventy-five kilowatts, but as the machinery is built 
for a fifty percent overload it can carry a load of 450 kilowatts for one or two hours at a time in 
case of an unusual demand. 
 
The principal items entering in the cost are as follows: the building, $22,500l; chimney, 
$5,259; boilers, $9,700; stokers, $3,150; water purifying system, $4,535; engines, $10,100; 
generators, $8,285; piping system, $6,030; heating apparatus, $1,525; coal storage, $1,600.  

The total cost will be about $85,000.  The water plant 
occupies a room in the new building but it was not necessary 
to replace the machinery in the department. 
 
Streets and Sidewalks Show Improvement 
Sixth street has been paved from D to Platte avenue.  The 
material used was brick blocks.  The cost of the paving 
$21,000. 
 
The building of cement sidewalks has gone steadily forward 
during the year.  One hundred four thousand square feet is 
the record for the year at a cost $11,000. 
 
The city has expended $3,500 in the construction of cement 
street crossings.  One hundred seven being built in 1908, 
besides ten alley crossings. 
 

But a few years since the city was poorly provided with the board sidewalks and plank street 
crossings,  Street Commissioner Fletcher reports that but that seven thousand eight hundred 
thirty feet of board walk is left in the city at present.  In the place of board walks the city has 
nearly one hundred thirty-two thousand feet or nearly twenty-five miles of cement sidewalk 
and about thirty one thousand feet of brick walk.  There are four hundred seventy-one cement 
crossings in the residence part of the city and thirty brick crossings in the business section. 
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Electric Light Extension 
In connection with the improvement of the electric 
light plant, twenty-five new arc lights will be 
provided for lighting the city, making a total of one 
hundred arc lights in use.  Fifty Tungsten lights will 
be placed in the outskirts of the city that are not 
reached by the arc light system.  the change to the 
new system and the additional lights will cost 
$3,000.  Fremont is to be a well lighted city and no 
improvement of the year well be more heartily 
appreciated. 
 
New Business Blocks 
Three two story double front brick store buildings 
have been erected the past year, to take the place 
of wooden structures that had long since ceased to 
be objects of pride in the business section.  The 
May block and Schurman block are fitted for office 
purposes on the second story and the Rex Henry 
block has the lodge room of the Eagles on the 

second story.  A two story brick building, twenty-two feet front, was erected by Dr. Davies on 
Sixth street just east of the First National bank.  The store room will be occupied by the Model 
Cleaning works and the second floor will be for offices. 
 
Another substantial improvement is the one story brick building with pressed brick front 
erected on Park avenue between Third and Fourth streets by Mrs. Ray Nye.  These 
handsome new buildings add much to the attractiveness of the business section of the city. 
 
New Business Enterprises 
The Fremont Granite Brick company is a new Fremont concern.  The company has paid up 
cash capital of $30,000 and will engage in the manufacture of pressed facing brick, by what is 
known as the “sand lime” process.  The plant comes to Fremont from Hastings because of 
the superior quality of sand that can be secured just west of the city, and also because of the 
excellent shipping advantages that are offered here.  The building for the factory is in course 
of construction and the machinery will be installed as rapidly as possible.  Superintendent  
A. A. Baugh says that the plant will be in operation in time to secure the spring trade.  The 
site of the factory is on the Union Pacific railroad near the switch to the stock yards.  The 
capacity of the plant will be 20,000 per day. 
 
Another new enterprise that has located in Fremont is the Reynolds Refrigerator company, 
manufacturers of a syrup percolator for soda fountains and the all metal refrigerator.  Mr. 
Reynolds, the manager, has recently made a trip in the south and east in the interest of the 
company and reports the outlook very gratifying for a good year’s business. 
 
The Poultry Gazette recently moved its publishing department from Clay Center to this city, 
the December number being the first issue from its new location.  The publication is monthly 
devoted to the interests of poultry raisers and its circulation of thirty thousand goes into every 
state of the Union, as well as every English speaking foreign country.  The Gazette came into 
the hands of the present management a little over a year ago and since that time the 
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advertising patronage has increased seven fold.  Present plans contemplate an active 
campaign for new subscribers and the management fully expects to reach the one hundred 
thousand mark during the coming year.  The editorial and mailing rooms are in the May block 
where there is a force of eight persons employed.  A. L. Rousey is office manger, Ralph H. 
Searle, editor and Russel F. Palmer, advertising manager. 
 
The Nebraska Live Stock Remedy company moved its office and manufacturing department 
to Fremont from Wahoo last March, and is another new interest that Fremont is glad to 
welcome to its business fraternity. 
 
The Commercial club is negotiating with other business enterprises that are seeking new 
locations and the outlook is bright for further additions to the jobbing and manufacturing 
interests of the city in the near future. 
 
Y.M.C.A. Building 
The completion of the Y.M.C.A. building and the opening of the building to the public in 
September last, are events of more than ordinary interest in the record of the development of 
1908.  The building is handsomely furnished and expense has not been spared in securing 
the best equipment.  Says Secretary 
Marsh: “There is nothing in the state 
finer than our plunge and 
gymnasium.”  Much interest is taken 
in the Association and the 
membership is rapidly increasing.  
The cost of the building was $5,200 
and $6,000 was expended in 
furnishings and equipment.  The 
building will be dedicated about the 
fifteenth of February.  W. J. Bryan 
has been secured as the principal 
speaker for the occasion. 
 
Telephone Companies Grow 
The Fremont Telephone company 
has had one of the most prosperous 
years in its history.  The large 
increase in business has 
necessitated the building of 
additional local lines and a large 
number of new telephones have 
been installed.  The central office is 
equipped with the latest and best 
facilities for handling its business.  
The prosperous condition of the 
company is evidenced by its last 
annual statement which shows a net 
profit of fifteen and two-fifths percent.  
One and one-half percent of this has 
been paid to the stockholders in 
cash dividends and the remainder 
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has been expended in construction work.  The improvements of the past year amount to 
$5,675.  This company is practically a home company, a large proportion of the stock being 
held by Fremont people. 
 
In connection with this improvement of the home company should be noted the construction 
work of the Long Distance Independent Telephone company.  Copper toll lines have been 
constructed which are operated in connection with the local office thus giving excellent 
facilities for toll work.  The Long Distance company has expended about $10,000 for 
construction work in Fremont and vicinity. 
 
The Nebraska Telephone company made extensive improvements on the plant in the city 
during 1907.  The only extensions this year were such as were necessary for local growth.  
The company installed 80 new telephones during the past year and now has 1,060 
subscribers at this exchange. 
 
Fremont Gas & Electric Light Co. 
The Fremont Gas & Electric Light company have done considerable development work 
during the year.  It has laid about three miles of gas mains and added one hundred twenty-
five new customers to their list of gas consumers.  The indications are very favorable for a 
substantial increase in the number of patrons.  The business shows an increase of twenty-
five percent for the year 1908.  The company has installed a new generator and other 
improvements in its electric light plant at an expenditure of $3,000 and the improvements on 
the gas plant amount to $5,000.  The increasing gas consumption makes necessary a holder 
of larger capacity and the company will meet this demand in the spring by constructing one 
with a capacity of one hundred thousand cubic feet. 
 
The Fremont College 
The rebuilding of the college building following the disastrous fire that occurred in the fall of 
1907 has resulted in a modern and very commodious college building.  The library room has 
been enlarged and the class rooms and corridors are very conveniently arranged.  The 
college has had a very prosperous year, the attendance being the best in its history.  The 
science hall, the construction of which was delayed as a result of the fire, will be erected in 
the coming season.  The new building will be a two story and basement pressed brick 
structure, 64x110 feet in dimensions.  The second floor will be fitted for the college 
auditorium.  An expenditure of $20,000 has been made the past year in completing the 
building and making improvements to the college grounds. 
 
Residence Improvements 
Fremont has had a good year in the building line and especially new additions to the city 
show excellent growth.  (Note: The newspaper includes a brief description of 157 residential 
improvements made by families in Fremont during 1908 with total cost of $207,125. There is 
also a list of 48 general/business improvements with a total cost of $565,025 plus a long list 
of citizens who have done their part to comply with a recent city ordinance that requires all 
new sidewalks to be brick or cement instead of wood.   
 
Details for residences are included in the Fremont Residents menu item on the 1908 
Improvements page. 
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AMES 
 
The selling off of the Standard land is bound to be beneficial to this section as it means more 
settlers and a vast improvement of the land.  It is very probable that there will be a house on 
about every quarter section within a few years. Already a number of substantial houses in 
Leavitt have been sold and will be moved onto the land. 
 
Johnson & Graham have been feeding a lot of stock this winter and have begun to market 
about two cars of stock a week.  They had in the yards 800 head of cattle and five hundred 
hogs and have on feed in the big barn 3,000 head of sheep. 
 
Note: A bit of history from “A 150 year History of North Bend 1856-2006” is needed to explain 
the Standard land sales and Leavitt references above. 
 
“The Standard Cattle Company covered 8,000 acres near Ames in a strip six miles wide from 
the Platte River to the bluffs north of town and employed 800 men.  At one time population 
was as high as 2000.  The Cattle Company had a five-acre cattle barn holding up to 3,000 

head of cattle and was built 
completely of oak.  … There 
was a 40-acre feedlot located 
along the river which held 
thousands of cattle bearing the 
(Standard Cattle) 101 brand “.  
 
“The cattle were fed beet sugar 
pulp that was processed at a 

million-dollar factory 3 miles north of Ames at Leavitt.  In 1901 the thousands of acres of 
beets grown between Fremont and North Bend were damaged by late fall rains and an early 
freeze.  In 1906, the factory was dismantled and moved to western Nebraska, to a more 
favorable climate.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
JAMESTOWN 
 
Jamestown had its share of prosperity and growth in the building line during the past year.  
The following is a list of the improvements in this vicinity. 
 
 

Anderson, J. S., house …………...2500 Martley, Ed.,  wind mill     …………   50 

Anderson, W. S., corn crib and granary  
                                    ...………….  600 

O’Brian, Robert, machine shed and 
improvements on house   ….…… 250 

Dake, M.,  wind mill and other improvements 
                            …………………..   75 

Pedersen, Mrs. Anne, wind mill and tanks 
                                           …………  75 

Jensen, Lars C.,  double corn crib and 
machine shed   ……………….…  500 

Petersen, Nels, house     …………2800 

Martley, Frank,  barn  …………….  500  
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DODGE 
 
Dodge takes rank as a modern town and believes that its 
citizens are entitled to all the conveniences found in larger 
places. A good electric light plant is in operation and gives the 
people excellent service. The water system is also giving 
excellent service and in addition to furnishing ample fire 
protection is connected with many of the homes.  In this 
connection might be mentioned the Dodge fire department.  It 
is a volunteer organization but it is well sustained and is 
prepared to do efficient service if the occasion should demand.  
The members deserve much credit for the interest they 
manifest in keeping themselves in readiness for an 
emergency.  
 
 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
 

 
 
 
 
NICKERSON 
 
Nickerson business men report a business year that has 
been successful in all lines. To the east of the town across 
the Elkhorn river is one of the richest farming districts of 
Washington county and Nickerson secures a nice trade 
from this locality.  It is also an active competitor with the 
neighboring towns for its quota of Dodge county trade.  The 
retail trade is well cared for by two general merchandise 
stores.  Good stocks are carried and the people in the 
territory tributary to the town find these stores good places 
in which to do their trading.  A large volume of grain is 
handled by the elevators and livestock buyers do a big 
business in the busy season.  Being located on both the 
Northwestern and Burlington railroads it has excellent 
facilities as a shipping point.  Several new buildings have 
been constructed during 1908, and many improvements of 
a general character have been made.   
 
 
 
 

Dunker, Rudolph, new barn  ……  1000 Hair, Mrs. Julia, house, barn and  
wind mill                            ………  1665 

Dunker, Otto, new barn        ……  1000 Spath, C. M., hog house   ………    700 

Emanuel, Jos., hog house    ……   500  
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Much pride is felt in the 
schools and care is  taken to 
secure competent instructors.  
The merchants are genial and 
courteous and show every 
attention possible to their 
customers as well as to visitors 
in the town.  The First Bank of 
Nickerson is a solid financial 
institution and by regard for the 
interests of its patrons is 
building up a good business.  
Mr. Westerhoff, the cashier 
makes one feel at home in his 
place of business.  Nickerson 
is a pleasant little town  with a 
good business and many 
attractive and homelike 
residences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following improvements have been made in the town and in the vicinity during the past 
year: 
 

Byers, Dr. C., five room cottage …1700 Mitchell, Jerry, barn and             chicken 
house                             ….400 

Beckman, Julius, large barn       ….650 Nicodemus, Mrs Alice, large barn....800 

Cook, Lucy, barn                        ….350 Porter, H. D., livery barn             ….800 

Crocker, E. H. store building and       ice 
house                                    …1400 

Rothe, E., barn                           …1000 

Diers, Frank, six room house     …1700 Strenger, John, house                …1400 

Dobrovolny, John, summer kitchen  and 
shed                                     ….400 

Stork, Casper, nine room house 
                                                   …1500 

Fried, William, summer cottage and        
boat house                                  ….700 

Soukup, M., addition to residence  
and granary                                 ….400 

Jensen, J. P., barn                      ….250 Sidner, John, seven room               farm 
house                                 …1800 

Langhorst, Ed., large barn         …1000  

 


