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Upcoming 
Events: 

 
SUNDAY  

September 16 
OPEN HOUSE  

2 TO 5 PM 
PROGRAM  3 PM 
Ken and Leah  
Corey present 

dramatic  
readings 

of Civil War  
letters 

 
SUNDAY  

NOVember 18 
OPEN HOUSE  

2 to 5 PM 
ANNUAL MEETING  

and ELECTION 
2:30 PM 

PROGRAM 3 PM 
Craig Braack:   
Erie Railroad 

 
SUNDAY  

December 2 
CHRISTMAS  

OPEN HOUSE 
AND MUSICAL  

PROGRAM 
 

300 Years of Service to the 
Community Celebrated 

This year has marked the celebration of a combined 300 years  
of esteemed service to the Almond community for two 

 local “institutions”:  The Almond Union of Churches had its 
beginnings in 1812, and the Twentieth Century Club Library 

opened its doors in October, 1912.   
 

TWENTIETH CENTURY CLUB LIBRARY 
PLANS SPECIAL 100TH  ANNIVERSARY  

CELEBRATION ON OCTOBER 20 
by Tammy Kokot 

 
The public is invited and encouraged to attend the 100th 

anniversary celebration of the Twentieth Century Club on 
Saturday, October 20, 2012. NYS State Senator Cathy Young has 
graciously accepted our invitation to attend the Open House and 
Allegany County Historian Craig Braack will be the guest 
speaker.   “Mrs. Stillman” will start off the event with a bit of 
history, and other Club members and families will present various 
sketches, music and stories. Families are encouraged to attend 
and a child-friendly refreshment table will keep the younger ones 
happy while the adults indulge in what we hope to be  hors 
d’oeuvres that are similar to those that were served in the early 
1900’s.  So mark your calendars and plan to attend to help us 
celebrate Almond’s pride and joy, its crown jewel, the hub of the 
community: The Twentieth Century Club Library of Almond. 

While the actual library building is  100 years old, the story 
of the dream of a group of women who planned for more than  ten 
years prior to that, is worthy of reading.  Here are excerpts from 
the written centennial history of the Twentieth Century Club 
Library of Almond: 

In the spring of 1901, Mrs. Carrie Gibbs Stillman returned to 
Almond to help to care for her ailing father. Having lived in 
Belmont for some time and being involved with the literary club, 
she felt that she would miss her club work with its literary and 
social uplift.  She conceived the idea of forming such a club in 
Almond, and with her progressive ideas and unusual enthusiasm, 
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Mrs. Stillman set out to accomplish her objective. On 
October 30th, 1901, nine ladies gathered at her home 
to form what they called “The Ladies Reading 
Circle”. 

The following week, the Club was officially 
launched with twenty members ~ Mrs. Stillman as 
president and other officers being  Mrs. Lockhart, 
Mrs. Charles Sisson and Mrs. E. P. Karr. They 
decided to study Shakespeare and Roman History. 
Scripture reading and 
music were a part of every 
meeting and the response 
to roll call consisted of 
quotations from 
Shakespeare, news items, 
conundrums, old and wise 
sayings, or Mother Goose 
Rhymes. 

At the beginning of 
the second year, $3.00 was 
budgeted to purchase 
books. The idea developed 
of having an actual 
library,with donations 
from others folks as well 
as “sister” libraries and the 
collection of books grew. 
By the beginning of 1904, 
there was a sizeable 
collection of books and it 
became obvious that more 
space was needed. With each club member donating a 
chair, two rooms over Taylor’s (later Kellogg’s) store 
were rented on January 14 at the monthly sum of 
$3.00. Additional chairs were purchased as well as a 
Larkin table. Rag rugs were made by members, 
bookshelves were added and the library was open for 
business. Later that same month, a resolution was 
passed that the Club be henceforth known as the 
Twentieth Century Club Library of Almond.  

It was decided that membership would remain at 
20, with approved applicants having to wait for a 
vacancy. Potential member names were submitted by 
at least two members with not less than two years 

standing. Election was done by ballot with five black 
balls meaning that the applicant was rejected. Charter 
members were: Mrs. R.C. Bowen, Mrs. Stillman, 
Mrs. Nellie Bullard, Mrs. Eva Carter, Mrs. George 
Crandall, Miss Idez DeBow, Mrs. D.C. Hopkins, 
Mrs. Cornelia Hagadorn, Mrs. W.H. Hagadorn, Mrs. 
Charles Hamlin, Mrs. Anna Karr, Mrs. E.P. Karr, 
Mrs. I.D. Karr, Miss Gertrude Karr, Mrs. Miranda 
Lockhart, Mrs. Dudley Perry, Mrs. W.A. Rose, Mrs. 
D.A. Stebbins, Mrs. Alice Sabins, Mrs. Niles 

Stedman, Mrs. Freeman 
Stoddard, Mrs. Charles 
Sisson, and Mrs. Frank 
Taylor. 

The Twentieth 
Century Club became a 
member of the County 
Federation of Women’s 
Clubs and on April 26, 
1904, the library 
received a provisional 
charter (which became 
permanent in October of 
1907). The library was 
then opened to the 
public and staff 
consisted of all 
volunteers. Club 
meetings continued in 
the new library and 
protocol was always 
followed. One would 

wear her Sunday best, complete with hat and gloves 
and to miss a meeting meant illness or being out of 
town. 

Lack of space soon became an issue once again 
and it was decided that a real library was necessary. 
So, in January of 1906, a building fund was 
established. Chicken pie suppers, handkerchief and 
apron sales, magazine subscription drives, tag days, 
ice cream socials, fairs, food sales and plays added to 
the ever-increasing fund. A paper contest was 
decided upon and the Club was divided into two 
teams. Mr. Charles Hamlin and Mr. Burr Carter 

The Twentieth Century Club of Almond  
celebrated its 50th anniversary at a meeting  

held in the Almond Public Library. Only one 
charter member was present, Martha Stoddard, 

seated. Standing from left are: Eloise Baker,  
Roda Gillette and Alda McMillen.. 1951 
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drove over hill and dale to collect paper for their 
respective teams. The contest netted $231.77 and was 
declared a success. The losing team treated the 
winning team to a supper. 

By October of 1911, generous contributors, 
numerous fundraisers and estate bequeaths brought 
the construction fund to a monetary level that allowed 
a site to be purchased at a cost of $750.00. Mr. 
Stillman drew up plans and a construction bid of 
$6,218.00 was accepted. The building was completed 
and opened its doors in October of 1912. 

Since that historic day, many changes have 
occurred over the years. In 1934, a full kitchen was 
added by Mr. Ben Palmer, contractor, using WPA 
grant money. It was remodeled to be “modern” in 
1955. The flood of 1972 caused damage in the 
basement and it took months of work and patience to 
save and refurbish items that had been under four feet 
of water. Fortunately, no books sustained damage, but 
a massive cleanup was necessary to remove the debris 
left behind by the flood.   

Other than maintenance, no changes were made 
to the building until the 1990’s, when vinyl windows 
were installed. The last five-and- a-half years have 
seen the most significant improvements: a lift was 
installed to make the building handicap accessible, 
both bathrooms were remodeled with the upstairs 
bathroom now being completely ADA compliant and 
the downstairs one being more accessible. The electric 
was updated, and as of the preparation of this article, 
approval has been given to proceed with the 
installation of heating/cooling units, specifically to 
combat the 90 degree temperatures but also as  a 
backup to the aging boiler system. Successfully-
written grants have fortunately covered 50% of all of 
the projects. By all signs, the the heating/cooling 
installation will have 75% of its cost covered by a 
grant.   

RSVP’s (due by October 1)/questions/ 
comments/requests/ may be made by contacting: 
kokott@stls.org / 607-276-6311. Please put “100th 
Anniversary” in the subject line. 

 

 
ALMOND UNION OF CHURCHES 

CELEBRATING 200 YEARS OF  
CHRISTIAN WITNESS 

(From remarks given by AUC Pastor  
Rev. Steve Dygert, May 5, 2012) 

200 years ago today a new church was 
established in the township of Alfred, called the 
Presbyterian Church of Alfred.  John Niles, pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church of Bath, was instrumental in 
planting this new church.     

That church is this church, the present day 
Almond Union of Churches.  It wasn’t the first church 
in the area, though.  Much credit belongs to another 
attempt some years before.  On May 1, 1797, Rev. 
Andrew Gray began a new church in his log cabin in 
Karr Valley.  This was a Dutch Reformed Church.   

Some of the forming members of that church 
were Moses VanCampen, Henry and Matthew 
McHenry, and Joseph Rathbun.  In the next few years, 
a few more were added to their numbers:  William 
Gray, Walter, Joseph and Samuel Kerr, Silas Ferry, 
Stephen Major, Benjamin Van Campen, Joseph, 
Coleman, George Lockhart, and a few others.   

Rev. Gray not only ministered to this local 
church, but also traveled around the neighboring 
communities as well.  He was such a big man and a 
powerful speaker that he once destroyed a store desk 
loaned to him for a pulpit that evening.  He pounded 
his fists on that desk so hard it broke to pieces. 

Unfortunately, Rev. Andrew Gray was with this 
Dutch Reformed Church only eight years, and was 
called away in 1804.  After his departure, the church 
dwindled and soon closed.  I mention this effort 
because the founding members of that church were 
now without a church, and there was a need in this 
community for a new church.  And many of those 
names we heard read were founding members of the 
new Presbyterian Church in Alfred.   

From his departure to 1811, Judge George 
Hornell and his wife, Martha, often housed traveling 
circuit preachers as they visited the area.  Rev. Samuel 
Parker was one of these circuit preachers that stayed 
with the Hornells often from 1808 to 1811.  In 1811, 

300 Years of Service to the Community Celebrated Cont… 
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Parker left to go out west, and some 20 years later, 
established a large mission for the Indians in Oregon.   

In 1811, Robert Hubbard began a ministry in the 
area, taking over Rev. Parker’s role, and he also 
stayed with George and Martha Hornell.  On May 5, 
1812, a new 
church was 
planted, and 
Rev. Robert 
Hubbard 
became the 
first pastor.  
George and 
Martha Hornell 
were among 
the charter 
members of 
this new 
church, as were 
Christopher 
and Elizabeth 
Hurlbut, and 
their children 
James, Abigail, 
and Betsey, Henry and Priscilla McHenry, Anna 
McHenry (wife of Matthew, who apparently passed 
away since the Dutch Reformed church was started), 
Silas and Jerusha Ferry, Elizabeth Major (wife of 
Stephen Major), Enos Seward, Philetheta Moffett, 
Sophia Hays, and Nathan Carrey. 

Robert Hubbard was officially ordained by the 
Geneva Presbytery on August 20, 1812, and installed 
as the first pastor of the Alfred Presbyterian Church.  
He served here until 1829. But this wasn’t his only 
church.  He , too, like Rev. Gray before him, traveled 
all over the county, and actually had his home base in 
Angelica.  Most of the Presbyterian Churches in 
Allegany County list Rev. Hubbard as a founding 
pastor or first called pastor.   

Often, when he would come to Alfred for Sunday 
morning service, he would go to Hornellsville in the 
afternoon, and then on to Canisteo in the evening.  On 
his way back to Angelica, he would stop at every 
house along the way for a visit, a prayer, and to share 
some Scripture, often taking all week to get home, 
when he would return to Alfred and start it all over 

again. 
He was such an unselfish man, he would often 

give everything he had to anyone in need.  He would 
often give the coat off his back on a cold day to 
someone he saw without a coat.  Anything he had was 

available to 
anyone with a 
need.  Once, 
he was given a 
cow to help 
provide for his 
family.  On 
his way home, 
he found a 
man who was 
desperate, and 
he gave him 
the cow, 
saying, “You 
are more 
needy than I, 
take the cow.”  
On another 
occasion, he 

was given a horse to use to get back and forth from 
Angelica to Alfred.  He found a man traveling on foot 
who was lame and very tired and very worn.  He gave 
him the horse and told him to tie it up at a certain 
place, and Hubbard proceeded by foot.  When he got  
to the designated place, there was no man and no 
horse.   

The first church building was built in 1814, 
across Chapel Street from the current manse.  This 
was a very simple structure, basically a thirty foot 
square, with pine seats inside.  There was no heat, so 
people would often bring their heavy woolen clothing 
and blankets to wrap up in during the service.  Some 
of the ladies would bring special metal boxes with 
coals inside, and put their feet on them to keep their 
feet warm.   

One time, Rev. Hubbard was interrupted during 
his sermon by a commotion in the congregation 
caused when a lady’s undergarments got a little too 
close to her foot warmer and caught on fire.  The fire 
was put out quickly enough, the lady wasn’t injured at 
all, but some in the congregation found that so funny 
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they couldn’t stop laughing.  Rev. Hubbard was one of 
them.  He tried to restart the sermon several times, but 
kept breaking out in laughter.  He finally dismissed the 
congregation without ever finishing the message.   

In 1822, the Alfred township was split up, and 
this area became Almond.  The church was then 
renamed the Presbyterian Church of Almond.  About 
this same time, First Baptist Church of Almond began 
holding services, and in 1833, the Baptist Church built 
their first building on the opposite end of Chapel 
Street, across from the park.   

The next Presbyterian minister, Rev. Moses 
Hunter, came to Almond in 1833.  Rev. Hunter was a 
very good preacher, but he was bit eccentric.  I think 
that would be a tactful way to describe him.  He 
wasn’t here very long when he reached the conclusion 
that our members were leading relatively worldly lives 
outside of church, paying much too much attention to 
dress and fashions and other things of the world.  To 
show what he thought of that, he began wearing a long 
woolen blouse or coat tied around the waist with a 
cloth girdle, and it’s said that he dressed that way the 
rest of his life. 

Once he had a chance to be a guest preacher at a 
very fashionable church, and he dressed like he always 
did.  The pastor of the church was very embarrassed 
by his appearance, but later admitted he was a very 
good preacher, and gave a very good message.   

It was during Rev. Hunter’s time that our current 
church building was built, dedicated on New Year ’s 
Day, 1836.  It was about half the size of our current 
sanctuary, and was enlarged to its present size in 1851, 
then repaired and modernized in 1873.  Part of this 
modernization was the addition of a bell in the steeple 
for the first time.   

The pews had doors hung with hinges, and 
families would buy the pews.  Perhaps that’s why we 
don’t like changing seats today!  Actually, you were 
given a deed for the pews that would last forever; you 
can hand down your pews to your children.  I wonder 
how they got out of that practice??? 

In 1860, we had over 375 members, and were one 
of, if not the, strongest church in the Geneva 
Presbytery.   

In 1893, the first pipe organ was installed.  In 

1905, this fellowship room was added, about half the 
size it currently is.  It was enlarged to current size in 
about 1926. 

In 1918, the first union services were held.  The 
first union was comprised of the Presbyterian Church, 
the Baptist Church, and the Methodist Church.  The 
first pastor of the union church was Rev. Longecker, a 
Baptist.  The original agreement for the union was that 
it would only exist during the duration of World War 
I.  Six months after the war, the union was to dissolve, 
and the three churches would become independent 
again.  It actually ended in 1918, less than six months 
after the union church was formed.   

In 1920, Rev. Thomas Walker was installed, 
replacing Rev. Longecker.  Rev. Walker was a 
Methodist, and he had the charge from his District 
Office to make this a Methodist Church, and bring us 
in line with the Methodist district.  He failed that 
mission, and was moved out of Almond in December 
of 1923.  About a year later, in November of 1924, a 
new constitution was signed making the union 
permanent.   

In looking over the history of the church, the 
reason given for the original church was to establish a 
Christian witness in the community.  That remains our 
role today.  We are here to be a witness of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  I firmly believe that we will 
grow and prosper when we take that role seriously, 
and we will struggle when we don’t.  I think that’s 
born out in history.  We’ve prospered when we took 
that role seriously, and we struggled when we didn’t.   

As a Christian witness, we aren’t here to testify 
what the Bible says, as much as we are to testify what 
God has done in our lives.  Also, as Christians, we 
look for opportunities to show the love of Christ to 
those we meet. 

We do that through the food pantry, through the 
Samaritan’s Loft, through the clothing shed.  Those 
are physical ways we do that.  Just importantly, we do 
that by offering a helping hand when people need it.  
We are a safe place for people feeling troubled.  We 
are a place where people who mourn may find 
comfort.  We are a place where those who are tempted 
may find strength.  We are a haven from the storms of 
life.  We are all of these things, as long as we direct 
people to Jesus.  Because Jesus is all those things.  

300 Years of Service to the Community Celebrated Cont… 
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The Northern Pike Limited 
By Sandra Perry Hackett 

This past summer, 2012, while gathering genealogical 
information and sorting through many years of 
memorabilia collected by Lawrence “Bus” and Margaret 
Sharrett Perry,  I came across some interesting  pictures.  
Upon further investigation, searching the  Hornell Evening 
Tribune archives and a conversation with Bud Gillette, I 
wish to share the following story:   

If area men could dream up a task, they could make it 
happen.  Just as Paul Coleman built his own airplane, 
several area men designed and assembled their early 
version of today’s motorhome.  Four Almond men took 
advantage of their spare time in the winter of 1947-48, 
preparing for the fishing season and built the “fishing 
bus” shown in the accompanying pictures.  The work was 
done in Clinton Gillette’s garage evenings and weekends.   

These men purchased a school bus and altered the 
interior into a motorhome.  The bus was equipped with four bunks, table service for six, a bottled gas stove, running 
water and other features to accommodate their needs.  The bus had a clearance of 10 feet, one inch when the two 14 
foot boats were attached atop. 

Alan Knight, Clinton Gillette, Bud Gillette and Albert Palmer, all avid fishermen, dubbed their creation   the 
“Northern Pike Limited.”   Bud never got to go on any of this trips as he had to remain in Almond to tend to the 
garage so that his Dad could leave the business.  Al, Alan and Clint, along with Bus Perry, made the ” Limited’s” 
maiden voyage  the following spring. 

Painted on the rear of the bus were the words “Going Fishing” to emphasize that the men were really interested 
in their sport.    

Bud shared with me his Dad’s story:  “When they got to the Canadian border, Bus opened the doors and called 
out ‘All Aboard’”.  Their trip to Canada started on a Sunday with the men returning the following Thursday.  Their 
anticipated cost was but $8.00 per man.” 

In an article in the Evening Tribune, the men are quoted, “All the comforts of a cabin are included in the fishing 
bus”.  They also carried their own bait in a bait box rigged to the back of the bus.  They froze their minnows with dry 
ice.  When they got to their fishing grounds in Canada, they thawed the minnows and used them for bait.  “Early in 
the spring, the northern pike went for minnows”, the men reported.    The men packed most of their provisions but 
you were expected to catch your fish for supper.  Otherwise the pickings were slim.   The pictures of their catch 
show that they must have been reasonably successful as they were able to eat and still return with a large catch. 

This may have been the beginning of annual fishing 
trips taken by several area men.   As the daughter of Bus 
Perry, I can remember the men returning and dividing the 
catch and setting aside enough to have a fish fry at a later 
date. This was often held at the Perry residence as Bus had 
a three burner gas hot plate in his garage where the frying 
was done.   In addition to the men previously mentioned,  
Milt Harmon, Lewis Wheeler, Francis Grimes and Charlie 
Burdick at one time or another joined the group (see 
picture).  Bud also remembers the bus being used during 
pheasant season when  the men would take it to the 
Groveland (NY) flats.  

As a child, I can remember the bus being parked 
behind Palmer’s Sporting Goods Store or Alan 
Knight’s house  at 80 Main Street, (Currently 
occupied by Karl and Judy Grantier) 

Al Palmer, Al Knight, & Larry Perry with Bus 

Francis Grimes, Milt Harmon, Lew Wheeler, Bus Perry, Bobby Perry 
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AACS Forth Graders Experience Hagadorn House Adventure 
By Donna B. Ryan 

Ten AHS members, some dressed in period 
costumes, hosted more than fifty Alfred-Almond 
Central School fourth graders for the annual four-hour 
Hagadorn House Adventure in June.  

The students, divided into teams, were greeted by 
guides in five locations:  Jan Leathersich, dressed as 
“Aunt Margaret” Karr in the middle parlor, Cindy 
Banker as Mrs. McHenry in the front parlor, and 
Louise Schwartz as Mrs. Hagadorn in the upstairs, 
along with Lee Ryan as Chief Shongo in the fireplace 
room and Mary Ellen Westlake holding forth in the 
Linn Phelan Gallery with the a special collection of 
quilts and family artifacts.    Bob Schwartz was our 
bell-ringer, notifying the groups that it was time to 
move to the next room.   

As the children moved from place to place, Doris 
Montgomery, Kitty Baker, Mike Baker, and Donna 
Ryan hosted two large groups of 25+ kids for an hour 
each time in the new office/archives building.  They 
were very interested in the family files, vintage 
Almond items, and the AACS yearbooks, and we 
talked about the 1972 flood and how it affected 
Almond.  They ate their lunches in the pavilion, thanks 
to Mike and his helpers setting up the chairs and tables 
there. 

There are so many interesting things to show, we 
barely touched the surface!  We gave the teachers a 
Hagadorn House postcard to give to each child, with a 
sticker on them telling that the House is open from 2-4 
on Fridays, and reminding them of the Strawberry 
Festival the following Monday.      

The enthusiastic comments from our guides, 
along with the responses of the students, proved that it 
was a very successful day:    Louise Schwartz 
reported:   “I really, really enjoyed the kids and the 
day with them. I was Mrs. Hagadorn (upstairs) and 
dressed in some clothes provided by Jan Leathersich, 
which gave me the feeling of being in the era.  My 
‘duties’ as Mrs. (Alice) Hagadorn, were to describe the 
artifacts in the upstairs and in the back bedroom, 
where it is reported that Teddy Roosevelt slept 
sometime in his travels. The kids must have studied 
Roosevelt in their history class, because they knew all 
about him, which president he was and other things 
about him.  

“ Another room was at the very top of the stairs, 
which probably was a child's bedroom. It was 
delightfully furnished with old books and toys and the 

sled that Mr. Linn Phelan had had as a child and 
repainted for his daughter, Betsy.   

“In the upstairs front bedroom, where there are 
many ‘old’ things displayed, l had fun telling the 
children about the ‘top-hat box’ on the little stand. 
Some thought it was a chamber pot, while others 
thought it was a travel carrier for toiletries. We 
laughed at the chamber pot, because there was one 
there. Most children knew what it was for, but l 
explained that usually the children were assigned a 
duty of emptying it in the morning. ‘YUCK’, was their 
response, and again we laughed. I reminded them of 
how lucky we are to live in our modern society. 

“Some notable things on the dresser were a hat-
pin, which they thought was a needle or an ice pick. 
When l demonstrated it, they thought that it looked like 
I had put it through my head. Mrs. (Eloise) Baker's and 
her mother, Mrs. (Lizzie) Greene's beaded purses were 
of interest to them, especially when they realized that 
Tyler Baker was related. Some children knew who he 
was. 

“Over all, l believe that the day was very 
successful and that everyone had a great time. 
Anyway, Bob (the bell-ringer) and I (Mrs. Hagadorn) 
had a great time and thank you for asking us to be a 
part of our wonderful community of Almond and 
sharing that history with our local children,” Louise 
concluded. 

Jan Leathersich, stationed in the middle parlor, 
described the event this way:  “The kids liked the tiny 
old fashioned glasses I wore and the paper fan I was 
using.  It was a cheap one but they were fascinated 
with it. They were very attentive and listened with 
wide eyes as I told them about Aunt Margaret Karr and 
read one of the stories from John Reynolds’ book, The 
Almond Story about the Indians attacking her 
home: “She displayed great courage during the Indian 
Massacre at Wyoming, PA.  The Indians came to the 
Karr home, tomahawks and scalping knives dripping 
with the blood of their victims.  With her husband 
away and her terrified children clinging to her for 
protection, the mother, erect and fearless, met the 
attackers at the door.  With upraised hand, she forbade 
them to enter, telling them: ‘You may go no farther 
than the Almighty God will allow!’  One of the Indians 
apparently understood some English and he said, 
‘Ugh...me understand, Great Spirit up there.’”   I asked 
them to try to imagine how they would feel in a 
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situation like that and how scary that must have 
been.  I talked about Aunt Margaret being a God-
fearing woman who believed God's Word, prayed 
and asked God for His protection and power to do 
all she did as an Angel of Mercy to the settlers.  

“I also showed them the artifacts in the room: 
The hair wreath (and I took a hair receiver to show 
them how people saved their hair), the special 
antique porcelain pitcher that the Dey family 
brought from NJ, the Phelan pottery and the 
stereopticon.  They were also interested in the 
antique kaleidoscope and the gavel carved from 
wood from the Old Almond Hardware.  It was a fun 
and busy day with six groups of children each 
staying in the room about 20 minutes.”  

Lee A. Ryan, dressed in Native American 
costume, was the fireplace room guide.  He 
commented:  “The kids were very enthusiastic:  
They were interested in young Davey Hagadorn’s 
crutch, where he had written several diary entries in 
1903 after spraining his ankle.  They wanted to see 
the flintlock rifle that hangs over the fireplace.  I 
showed them how the time-consuming loading 
procedure worked and explained that it was the same 
type of gun and loading process that Moses Van 
Campen and Chief Shongo used when they 
exchanged volleys at the Battle of Newtown.  We 
talked about how the early pioneers formed fire 
brigades with their fire buckets to fight fires.  We 
have Moses Van Campen’s leather fire bucket, and 
the kids were very interested in hearing about that.” 

The front parlor contains furniture and artifacts 
from the Phelan, McHenry, Reynolds (including the 
typewriter on which John wrote his book, The 
Almond Story),  and Hagadorn families.  Cindy 
Banker, portraying Mrs. McHenry, commented that 
“the kids were all very well behaved and seemed 
interested in everything we told them. I enjoyed 
‘dressing up’ thanks to Jan.”  She also showed them 
the church pew from the Almond Methodist Church, 
which is in the foyer. 

A display of quilts in the Linn Phelan gallery 
stirred interest in the children, Mary Ellen Westlake, 
explained.  “The 1976 bicentennial quilt features 
fabric blocks made by local women of Almond 
buildings and homes, which were created from 
drawings done by advanced art students at AA.  One 
of the Cushing boys noticed that his father had 
drawn one of the original pictures of a house for the 

quilt.  Also in our display, there is a trio of items 
pertaining to the Lanphear family, including a dress 
worn by Mortimer Lanphear when HE was about five 
years old (ca. 1849), a family quilt made by Marion 
Whitford in 1859, and Helene Phelan’s book, A White 
Vest for Samuel.  The children were fascinated by a 
dress worn by a boy!  The 1859 Methodist Episcopal 
quilt on which 340 folks signed their names includes 
the signature of Milo Tucker, a Civil War veteran, 
which also ties in with the GAR uniform and his 
picture, which was on display.”  (Ed note:  Milo 
Tucker is the g-g-g- grandfather of our assistant editor 
and creator of our 4th grade “adventure”, Lindsy Baker 
Palmer!)  

At the end of the day, we sent blank paper back 
with the teachers entitled What I Liked Best About the 
Hagadorn House for each child to draw/write a 
“report”.   They are so much fun to look at, because the 
children drew good pictures and wrote entertaining 
comments. I wish we could list every one of them for 
you to see, but here is a sample:   “I liked it when the 
‘mercy angel’ (Aunt Margaret Karr) was read by the 
best story teller EVER!”  Detailed drawings of the 
family files revealed that several enjoyed the archives 
room:  “I liked the archives room because it smelled 
good.  The Indian guy was cool, too.”  “My favorite 
part about the visit to the Hagadorn House was the 
archives room because there are so many cool things to 
see!!” “I liked the office because there are different 
things you can look at like the fire extinguisher and 
different yearbooks to look for your relatives.”  “I 
liked the archives because we learned about all the 
families and we learned about the flood.”   

The fireplace room seemed to be a favorite of the 
kids, with “Chief Shongo” making a big hit:  “I liked 
the Indian best. . . because he had on cool clothes and 
he was nice.”   “I liked how they found the fireplace – 
they tore out the wall.”  “I liked the musket because it 
is an old gun.”  “What I liked best about the Hagadorn 
House was the Indian because he looked like a real 
Indian and I like real Indians.”  “What I liked best was 
the fireplace because of the dairy (diary) on the crutch.   
Dear diary: ankle feeling worse. . .”  “We got to learn 
about Moses VanCampen.”   

We are thankful for the opportunity to showcase 
our Hagadorn House and its treasures to the youth of 
the community.  It was a busy day – and I want to 
thank all of our volunteers for making it such an 
extraordinary day for the AACS fourth graders. 
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AACS Forth Graders Experience Hagadorn House Adventure Cont… 

Photos Row 1: Louise Schwartz as Mrs. Hagadorn, Cindy Banker as Mrs McHenry, Mary Ellen Westlake shows 
bicentennial quilt,  
Row 2: Donna Ryan shares the archives office with students, Lee Ryan as Chief Shongo  
Row 3: Jan Leathersich posed as Aunt Margaret  Karr while she tells the students of her close call with the Natives. 



 10 

Strawberry 2012 Festival a Sell-Out! 

The 38th  annual Strawberry Festival held 
Monday evening, June 25, 2012, exceeded all 
expectations in crowd-size, and resulted in a sold-
out event less than two hours after its start! 

Tables and chairs were set up in the pavilion 
and the big tent, with waiters and servers dressed 
in red aprons decorated with strawberry print, 
were busy non-stop, filling orders and taking care 
of customers.   More than forty volunteers pitched 
in, starting at 7 a.m. when the men went to Naples 
to pick up the berries, turning them over to the 
washers, hullers, and slicers, and the afternoon 
and evening shifts of servers, waiters and cleanup 
crew.   

We are thankful for a net profit expected to 
be around $1500.  A big thank you to Hazel 
Bracken, our long-time chairman, and all our 
volunteers! 

WYATT AND RAEGAN EVINGHAM ENJOY 
STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE 

R. EUGENE “GENE” ALLEN, SR., 86, who passed away on June 12, 2012 at Wellsville Manor Care Center. 
He was a 1944 graduate of Hornell High School. He served in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Euryale during 
WWII from 1944 to 1946. Gene worked as an elevator mechanic for Eastern Elevator Company in Miami, Fla. 
from 1957 until his retirement in 1982. Gene enjoyed woodworking, especially parquetry. He liked to crochet 
afghans, make jewelry and square dance. He had a deep sense of patriotism and was blessed with a great sense of 
humor. 
ELEANOR GRISWOLD KERNAN, 88, who passed away May 23, 2012 at the Acorn Home in Arkport.  She 
was raised on a farm where the Almond Dam now stands and attended Almond High School, graduating from 
Alfred-Almond Central School with the Class of 1942.  She was also a Cub Scout Den Mother and member of 
the PTA. She served many years on the board of directors of the Maplewood Cemetery. After her children were 
mostly grown, she worked as a clerk in the Alfred Station Post Office, retiring in 1986. 
 

VICTORIA A. IDE, 75, who passed away July 20, 2012 at St. James Hospital. She was a member of the 
Class of 1954 at Alfred-Almond Central School. She had resided in the Almond/Canisteo area all her life. 
Vicky was retired as a Diet Aide at St. James Mercy Hospital and was a member of the Adrian Baptist 
Church. She was a member of a Ladies Fellowship Group at her church.  

Our Condolences to the Families and Friends of… 

We Hear From Our Readers 

SHELDON STEPHENSON called recently from his home in Morganton, NC, after he learned of the passing of 
Eleanor Griswold Kernan.   He recalled visiting his aunt and uncle, Charles and Amelia Zimmerman, whose home was 
located on the Almond Road “right where the Almond dam is now.  Before the dam was there, I used to go swimming 
in that creek.  Right next door to my uncle and aunt were the Griswolds.  The Howe children lived with the Griswolds.  
I lived in Syracuse, but since my mother, Minnie Kathleen Baker Stephenson, was ill, I spent a lot of time with my aunt 
on the Almond Road.  I learned to milk cows on the Griswold farm, learned to ride a horse, mow and rake hay with a 
horse, learned to plow with a horse.  We ate green apples off the apple tree and put cow salt on them! A good 
education!  The Griswolds had four children.   Donald Howe was my best friend, and his sisters were Norma and 
Maxine.   I have good memories.” 
MARILYN ZIRKELBACH CIMINO sent this email from Lakeland, FL:    “Dear Donna, Another newsletter full of 
interesting stories which bring back good memories.  I read with interest about The Mystery of the Gold Pocket Watch 
by Louise Newman Schwartz.  Louise and I used to play together, and I remember her family, and her aunt and uncle 
who lived next  door.  I remember Louise’s aunt, who was a great walker.  That was a very interesting story.    Growing 
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up in Almond During the Depression was full of information.   I especially liked his description of walking into the new 
school, and especially the library.  That really brought back memories of times spent there, with Mrs. Stillman at her 
desk keeping an eye on everyone.  At the time you don't appreciate the work and beauty of that room, but looking back 
now it's amazing the details that stick in your mind.  It is a beautiful school, one to be proud of. The newsletter brings 
one back to their home town roots, and I for one would not trade my growing up years in Almond for another place.  
Thank you for all your time and work that you put into the newsletter, and all those who contribute their stories and 
time. God Bless, Marilyn.” 
Much of our correspondence and many of our visitor inquiries involve cemetery records and locations of graves.  
Thanks to the late John Reynolds and Wayne Kellogg, we have very good records, including rubbings of many 
gravestones, done several decades ago, which record valuable information not readable today.   
KARIN FULLAM, from Mifflinburg, PA sent a nice newsy email following their recent trip to Almond:     “Over the 
weekend, my husband and I traveled to Almond to see if we could find the headstone for Rebecca Corey Dana, my 4th 
great-grandmother, in the Merwin Cemetery on Mill St.  A young man in the house directly in front of the cemetery 
greeted us at the door, and graciously gave us permission to cross his lawn to reach the stones behind the house.  
Audrey Pettibone had sent me years ago the 1961 transcription of the still-legible stones there, and after we took one 
look at the condition of the cemetery, we had little hope that we could find what we were looking for.  Much to my 
surprise, after much searching, finding so many of the stones broken or illegible, leaning against trees or nearly flat on 
the ground, we were able to find the marker, which stands in the extreme southeast corner of the cemetery very near the 
mowed lawn, and not fifteen feet from the rear wall of the house.   Is there a group that oversees the maintenance of the 
cemetery?  If so, they have a big job!  I would love to know the identity of the family in the house at, I believe, #1 Mill 
St. so I can thank them for granting us access to the cemetery.” (Editor’s note:  After a little investigation, we found out 
that Nick Cheney was the young man who showed the Fullams the cemetery site.  Thanks, Nick, for being hospitable to 
our visitors!) 
From CHARLOTTE AND LEWIS MAJOR, Manchester, MI came a series of delightful emails after they had visited 
Almond, searching for Lewis’ Major family information.  I asked her to write a note about their visit here so we could 
share it with you, our readers:  "On an overcast autumn afternoon we arrived in the valley of Almond, what a tranquil 
sight. We placed a call to Doris Montgomery who agreed to meet us in a half an hour for a tour of the Hagadorn House 
and to help with some Major family research. Doris had helped me immensely with family research months earlier.  
“While waiting, we drove down Main street and stopped at Bridget Reynolds organic fruit and vegetable stand, another 
warm and friendly Almondite. But the amazing part was she was born and raised in a  neighboring Michigan 
community to my own, small world!  
“After the visit we headed to the Hagadorn House, took a couple of photos and met Doris. What a delight she is! We 
found more records and copies of old photos of the ‘Stone House.’ Doris answered many historical questions 
thoroughly. She also advised us on locations of the cemeteries where we could find ancestors the next day as it was 
getting dark now.  
‘The next day when we returned we walked among the relatives (did not find Stephen Major the patriarch) as the rain 
transitioned to a soft snow. We left the valley with the sun shining on the newly fallen snow and a mist arising off the 
snow, so picturesque. We are planning to return again this October and were wondering if there are any Major relatives 
in the area? My husband Lewis is related directly to Stephen in this line-Lewis, Lewis, Charles, Charles, Henry, Walter 
and Stephen. We would love to meet our newly found family. If this is possible please contact me via email at 
charmajor@aol.com  In the subject box please write Major family Almond, NY so I'll know it's not spam.  
“We hope to visit for a couple of days doing research and walking in our ancestors’ footsteps so to speak. Lew's family 
has spent many years, more than 100, in Ann Arbor and there are some documents about the Majors that I could bring 
for your records but am not sure what would be most helpful. Do you have any suggestions? Almond was a wonderful 
town to visit and we would like to support you and your mission if it's possible.” 
 (Editor’s note:   The Majors became new members of AHS, and we were able to put them in touch with one of our 
members, Jim Smith, who lives in Hilton, and who is also part of the Major family.  Any others who can help her, 
please contact her.)  
Folks living out of town have expressed concern about the condition of the cemetery lots where their families are 
buried.  We have become aware of a local man who is offering:  

GRAVESTONE CLEANING  SERVICE: 
Ronnie Snyder   Call for info:  607-587-9242  or  Cell #607-765-8536. 

We Hear From Our Readers Cont… 
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